
^ V

L ;;; ■
■iri:

A1

& FILED 

JUL 0 3 2023
No. _»_t

supremeFcTourtLhrk

IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

— PETITIONER, MaSC,
(Your Name)

vs.

Pe^L* ftf TW* SuU CtC ZLlh^^J — RESPONDENT(S)

ON PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI TO

{Xi/i-L v -foit. /0<.A^oILkj O^Lt/cA Op lZiti*->c■>» i

(NAME OF COURT THAT LAST RULED ON MERITS OF YOUR CASE)

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

U.lllA^ R,c.UL>ti 1ley fUg SilSSS
(Your Name)

ilL« \ 6^W f-Q.frc* if 1.------------------------------ . ,Casa

120^53(Address)

Ublie.4 l L til AJtlJ

(City, State, Zip Code)

tO IA______
(Phone Number)



Qoesli' o/o 0*0

wkeTkeyi Hoe i’eotulU Cm-c^A QCoi.i I Of C&n~ Vrfi cd-C- 0( A.p[l£>A (y,^>, I ,f7 

tekAA^j Jc TK* ZdtLaA/JL.o*s> O-ejovxl of

Wflh/ZAi /?e.t<e( Pcj^- J^c^n-C^A ftApCiJj fcj TU* (j;SA^i Cau* \ mas

X.

of A '-s a Va /\ccs. ij i° Tkoi Co... ^ {- A^S Psu-o cc^£jo,’V| I lO

-SW-U A /0-€^V',x4-o^-_p_ /To-i TU_e_ Aco^W A o>cP

Osa/saI

fko <as s liew n

f

j

L’/^/xl 63oiue 6-f Jw(iCi/i I PaGsas p/i^ocJZe.J^S As To C,J\ GjJl

Aa-> G'k-ca.c.us. Of Thu C=h.j/ii S'~’{ULajo>,Ju.a'-] Pg~*jCA$ - - 

"TT Coka-Ykc? Tka. 0.j4a'<4 AbojeJ? _2f£)> s oOz. ko-A 0-eo

■ • . X$'

4‘^/
P-00 ce.sy A-j^yA oCn2^t_./f4c. Access To Pkocfi. aa ( 0

Pa-o <-J f

pe V\4i C AJ d/i

kifk^^V O.u P-e^Jly^J /*1o4«a; KA

fon, A/^/uoio'i/*'-e*A of <loi-y/te.l

H A <o-ex!Jl /l«_li«.-f- Aa/c-! 6a/*i jl-o

Ix-l^-oSic-o of Hir^e A^J ru^K 4

px~zf',fL To £LjL.e.^j^'-( Oe^'-)ivc/

■flvj fUwi.fc.yV H?-) AaAcow*) Pc.fV'c.oCA To P^-o cjzaJ1 Pto 5_e

uA/

cLcaI-^ £jfof>iij ket? /''tc/Wl AaaP Phytic*!Oc.spil-e. Pc.f >-■ O’ ';

Dij^iliWj A~j? L/\J<l of £d^c^-k' /Lvjc? }-e-L^ P-efo 0 To

A c <_<?^a -V^cP 

4 j To Os (* 

Pc><orO?f . . . . . 3^

O' A

Al PfL~c, i-f2-

Ayoo* Ufu/fl Co 

Fcy« <£xe«.riX« of. TkcV O^^A-V'y

G>-eSUck xt Dc^/i/i-kjA_p f - 

Of OWfO-H hUbe^lJ P/OoOStS-J'S-fy r«-> ^ J€

■^o/LOLof/oA '-f

Lov^.viuw TU ^Va^I A^ss.o-o At TVuaI of Aa, Oue^uAeUw1

•K/v. AI L? PcArsy/wl

0^£€a ^-’ /

Ten:.
fO'u/^'OuC^? cf XfA4-Cx*v-tc»4J fkc

To t^wcovf V~» Vs^*'V>

cyi <_

I 5ce-VNo^. of ilS./O. 2. A. of T//OVA

Oo^fjT loos') )P-w.o^iukyj City XLCi y/ny 

C/iuLv-Vm.^: Of- 7Ujr Csaj f A^s ^ V^-V^T Ai fOioj^ AW ^^^<7 ,4 f-1 "V e cj^>A <-v \
- y o, 2_cv

JLl"PAL stands fear ’prisoner at law,’ that is, a type of lay pro se assistant 
vho aids prisoners in conflicting legal research and preparing post-caviction 
motions.1.1 flowers v» Gaetz, (No. C9-G-1303)(N.D.HI. 2-20-2Q10), Ifanarandun 
Cpdnicn And Order, issued ty the Itoorable United States District Qnrt Jud^, 
Rebecca R. Ihllmsyer, Slip Cpinion, f/n*6, at pages 11-12.

ma. H>i.ute.(S. Kyw fe»J2Ji>o /in-o^icdej leV.( ass.Aa^gjl ,r lk6 PAL -U pA*-p^ 
Huf u»xV/^'t , laAje.A & ^ ou<fi IL^vjest Mu C'^.pjzy\.i-tJ»joe oo^'o-f

^Ujcle.j ii livvho Aj i-j XP/i-U. pecte-n^ I C^vrl / , c^. o o-i ( ,wj> c-fi-y^^a 1

C/'IC.S Aa^^P fo /a*. R.^kWy|-Lo O %-A k) Lc' Cct/^ V (loui D-j b^.-fo.Cfe. fk 
b<2i,u.<j ^.^^WLe. Ho Af?-/vke.s<A h 
a Ho ri^o cy) ,

i i ^Cu-<

I f pyy-o SOL /wt® -k kiA-C .4/00^1 J<

- I -



4 f~<_TUj»hjLd. J Ta/^11 U,j ^ T^Si Cb © w C-'L-v,-

3 hLi-^.1 Kj3^ > of TW S'K^ A-r^j->(£^Lo-o'fvT-oaj4 a4~>

O'

CU i_<ii-0_ ft 4ifu5 .A <^<• f-J
"■X/-ijfL-vs./i-Wv^V Pe~$-S.*sit C2.w-«j ■Vio-'o,■ Vfi 5«.HLfc«P T^u/ ft<_. 1 S

Aj A>Ct'—^ '■£/->f\-j>A4-''-'-A To TK-r. Pi->31 C*f TT»<j '-Xss^-C , . „ • - 3Hi cje.

i-<*4 Op P^rhej

[ipfAll parties appear in the caption of the case on the cover page.

[ ] All parties do not appear in the caption of the case on the cover page. A list of 
all parties to the proceeding in the court whose judgment is the subject of this 
petition is as follows:

RELATED CASES

(O PeopLa, Cif TVv-a. -fLvW. Cf -t-lL^ou

T /11 /-*£■: j Apfcti b?. Ciit/A'i- i cm I OijJ'A'd COi/i~e J Ap/lfi/lQ.

ion XLApp CSHO loio i-S Cxss^^Jf O^hw.

£•1 «Jo -W?xLJhlii /y/f\

of jIaL of Xht>-«ciiJ j )ti <CO ta^ t //( /~\

Ap^jL-fc Lsua! ( /3fj ('A«<ub CHc.0

/Uc M-14-O C w*. p^VsI/jLt^J 4-o 3U(iami.//

Oet&niiM. 7 Tjo/S-)Ciil/Af 2-3 _L S J i— <*-«$^vxy^vJL

c V). CJ t u J. (Lx_k4e.fi CsussO f I S 4~^- ft-» Asn '-‘i.

sL^'W-x Oij4'fu<cb /j<>A fu^osj Owki-J- or

Pt</i//c>o i <o - Cy ■ O 74(;pO )

OsUl#^ C 3/3*1 loll)

C&A K^j CO*^V O-cio <53)

Oup A*©

(d«omI Of Na\>js^>j

* *
— H -



C*AJ-e i ^

^' -~(* ^ ~3' fc < «-U 4-eg £5) < 3>s sr~)

^~‘~" i-<Z-^ -f-kA-j-^J' ^ -fo.i f'kjs ,lOCM.'HaJS.Aa*'

•XilwG.J ( £vU-te<-o Oi

^An/ijL^ P 4-> ji~eA.w J'

*3 • j 4 a ■ «.4~ c»r

d Ca/.*? t-sa /<c - co. - 07^.650)

Q R~iLQ,(L C. -L -TSo. c-«S 3 ( / t-otuS^ C 0-£a_< la I o-C Pe.4->'V> *•• >- C^? /

pv. i V - 3u*£lN'y~T«jL*-,t’ /rt,Vo4> c PoLii -i>cJC-e.') yooj (loU. 4>tfOai) )* J 1 e

C 0 .• j k Oc *l 4> S 3 „

r is} LAJtllt^Arv /2-i c.u> 4-c^ w C-k/(. alUj. j I A--- . ,+{

C’as i 4-£-3 S i-jj Cot. a t oC A />fUM IJ -foA fkja Oo I La di -1 - 1 i

CC<A-e a»c, Z.L~tl/$~) OfULK^ CTiVocJ

^-O-eA-LAt tf-T <le.(u4-(4-\oi4-«: Of *01 I.-f“7 *}

2./ L^/X-^Z2,

C (3^ C/~M Hca-aa A< c-k-ig^iC 1-. d-VuA .< Lg_/ //Qo)Y,(

4-e3? 34oii«-y CscaI of A P^-jS-a I j -fi1* pkf JCo-. cl-o3c, diAC-oi/

GC/ia? mj, 2.? - n /?3

C £-<2agiaI C-4 P<l4-i4^c aJ

G.a^jCL* CTjW o7i")

Aj ,V AglU^/v a f.w 5 /la_U_<iA .t ^Aj^c?

bvu/c.^

• •• <
— I i i -



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1OPINIONS BELOW

aJURISDICTION

3.-VCONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED

SrWSTATEMENT OF THE CASE

.zsr-3<?REASONS FOR GRANTING THE WRIT

CONCLUSION...........................

Hi

INDEX TO APPENDICES

APPENDIX A •* uuAp', cmhO #oi oiS"
j O^lTl ✓V-x-'-'j O.'i-e-c-J APA-^t C/Oflilljoll) » _ „ . . . - - A I-AST

APPENDIX B Caju. M - -Oi ^
*> pc Ap./u&tO Cft.1-] AS^s-^CJ

CAO‘2. ei
£A£ft /X«1 CA-

APPENDIX C - -i-^ olLw.*? /.■u A ~iif 07 etc)
r'W'oru^A,^ Op^v -W O/uAxMi (0^, H*V,e4J C^w 
ft-'-O <LZ $j oeJ> C0)jf .

* Cu

A 45 - ATS'APPENDIX D -
w ILio-c^ Pfij-L&A.

<:oe^^t Pel
C/jOTII * /1. Co - oi at/j)

^ tsthiuzi) Ca*. 4.si . ., A1C(-A %H
APPENDIX E

7^-,-H- Ci^.cm *2.Z-mS) 
or a. . . ASS

w ^-^aIo Cltuc,* *

£ o« * o.t.k4o,-LA/l/1

APPENDIX F - U.

^ 4(Xe^t.vi of U-a_U*LAAvo‘> ,w |1_Q,V\£^
2^ n/j)

- . . A sr4>APIA'S c - C--O.A A fL^jo ^V-o I X CP-Afr&* 

C- o. A Ap,c|o/»^e^l _2X C p
-Si-) 

-S'H'45)

7^) ,. .

- - ' A 87-/Woe 

- . AloUAilo

• Ai 11-A iZL

14 -A.^ao->£Oi?c 

Af(^eotp 2 - C-o, a Af\<y*j,^v^J HX,•Tv.

44 o.u4wu<2_J?')

- »v;



— K I O A p pLJL* J i K

Appv, TX - PLak^ k-Ff'J f l A J i Ar^JU^tl£L$ Co/^/)Ui^4 \-t> fL A

of hiAyjz*j 6oa/im 3~ SiA-k

CO.jV 0;<_ 2-tCJ *37 Jeel A &ru3<<?j/oy .... A/23-A/36

ApfU^ix K - PUujk#., dzt-pLy TC, S^p/Lc^i of pUcvhff’j

F>*it i\n~L>-> de-cP Co-rnpLu^A A a LJn,l cf /-Jytbc^>

0 f'O i J / ^ ^ 3 ,□

b-j -Joel A /h>,-L^clj Cp •

£•■ eh-t-gy? o PFu4-£-? Caj.O X/?,

,01 Of P-<-~aljuxJL^~jj /Jouey~it>e>iL l\ ^u/S .... /\I3>'7- A^2. 

P-‘ cU-W-R >- P(jO O ZTII. JJ& >4.- '3Cz.GO~)

lo. Z-oZo ^

P Fe^cA

. , .A IV-AHL

A pfui>~ic(' v /_

, , A.i 43-> 4/55l/voo/c**^ Cf P^of-QsiSc^js

La-U^f -hs P^F4>Apfie^f.v tO 'T/>-i;

, . A/SC~A<«57Af-wl 3>o„ ^otC) ... ........................... , ,

P t—1. L»~f PT~1J ALca4\&Aj /*■ Ap/T—iCow->x-fc,f

^ M
ApfJ^Oif 1 v: O

t-i Laj) S / (Ll't^Xa {0-7 Pc-U^

^->3 fioAF A ft^cA. u*/*Vb Cvb.a A 0C tr-i'-uiA"K4 aj

'J-iW IS use iec Z7VC. CvrtCoUJ *•- ^ I^oIlqio . r .ft I5&-'A^l

c A j

P - 5 AaFc^~i (C

Ras. - !11 (xi,13. <a/\AXf Luij^<-{

of Lj.llfA^ CJ. li.cUw /U We^lfu Xsj^r _ .. /WtS.AIC^

;( c^'Cr-J flz&ll^sixApflgyy^

S-S A/4L

Apfte^.v O

A^jjxa^^iv A - 54^v-\-€^-e^A £>•(' XR>ja^]U H-oPC

/vC/Uj-A

s^fl -l-e^»fc>e^L 2- SiXooS' f S-J

Co AI <5 iI '-'P-O .AA

1- Uj.^i£^') b^ Ptiic Cov,^f7 5U-eyv«Fr

-41 liAA . -, Aicb-AmH ’6S y.^.

A PfLt-^l1, y S . Reco^-J?> /U-Ullv) Tcs Oyti^AO ft. /^l/iA-^Oij

Ai To i'Vvi^ t>/" v^1(y^£P Tcy i-lesiZ JaA) Xi/vW’-oJ^ ->

Cr(- "i^OA-O p/l-O’wlJ^.Aj^ J JU ** C^J) .

— v -

, ;.A/^ ^1^5"

. /US4-AAq^u~Jiy T -



TaUi o o f /4^ilV«-o,a \-j C'4-eJ?i e j

Caj^s

R>aas^o\ q £5VeiU> 0*1 fr3) Mt,3 us 

ft>0UAse&JiJ .SF't'ik C.i'jlT) '-f3o
. . l%.
. . 2.G 

. . _ 37 3 %

uS xn . . .
QS7 o~) 3*?*? OS j^Cfc*l,U/WiA

O (Q\ *-0 ixa/Utp v> i h u^, 6^-oc‘-T) ^ <"'-^ &4s . . ... -3 7

li-Cct/WM C 1*175") Hit UJ' S"6k....................3t

Hax^I-A+W Csisa) Co »j

Fa -Os. Ha

M aa <£ PhAA Co

0*^*0 331 OS Z.3S............. J$Z.
J<^C^ t\_Q W ItJA < s K 4 0^70? ^5- _ . _ 37

« . Z4
ui 3^*1 . ... 3?

0 ^ocJca-W) C'i-oc-i') S3? Oi "3• - - •<%!>L%

Lew./ «-/ Cs\J-ej-i 0^0) :s>% oj 3^-0 

u C^io") SL7-

n<)Uu -£/
o C-LajJcok . . ^3Cio/s~) s 7 4, ui i . . .

^oojcII w AIa^v-^/i G'r'VF) 23s7o»J ‘-/S'

SUck o HcOamJ CT-ogg} 5**2.^ os S7 3 . .

( u

. . . 2-^3)

2-?
^ A>>Fe-J? o Gro^ZslLej C'LooQ S'*"? 8“ oS Oo . . . 32L

^ Cni^c* '*~*<rD s^3 f^jp o-n .
0^1-i-g-^? ~^4v\4-^/ 0 S3nlk 0~? ooitl) G S~ h'htj? _ , *3 ?

Pe^aQ o Pe4ciS^Aj loll iM/t^O.j) . .

z-ozz) um. ux. n^dszs. 32_
. . 32_

. . 33

AlIc-WW^PeT-^ofllg o 'Umt TLA ftp c^u<5 ! o i Oiy . • -• 2>Jr

c c*3>_/ 4\>- ^ c^p 7

- v»



Z.% OS6 5-**e. 2-2-3H CA)Cl )CO .. .

Ml use 5
■ -■ ,. R-i j

. . . P.'lSlX.'-J

•i L/**!

m3 . .€C

1LO XCC_$ Sl°t-\COCC) Cu??if ^psy . .

Shll-ZOkl CisJ , ,

. 2>H
. , . 35~•7 2.5 XLCj 

’7Z5~ TL^i ^>lllZ.A -5C*>7 dcKjf/t- 2-ooSO _ 

7Z5T ILci 'S Ills ■ lo .Lc( Cl^cj! 2_oc^7 . r

. . .35"
, , , (ZtSIt Al

ISO XCCj Go//tOCC} Cc-of- ZocSl .. 3>S~

3:il H^jU? oT ^icCt^UL %ol> C b) . . 37\ )

O i kjg^o A/U

— oil —



IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

\y{For cases from federal courts:

'V"The opinion of the United States court of appeals appears at Appendix ___ to
the petition and isroe-J? j Z/ls(z-^h

[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[yf is unpublished. CO<z~tM of o f

The opinion of the United States district court appears at Appendix _b____to
the petition and isj^eJ

[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
(VJ^is unpublished. CosumI CA<*b- A1%3

[ ] For cases from R£La-UJ? caj&s \

The opinion of the JUi*. <-T Apn^b(r^oO’> appears at
Appendix " f '_to the petition and isfoe^t oaj hI?>/u>z3 .w*
[ ] reported at
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[isj is unpublished. £ 0<^u i of RmJaslahv-j I £&< b^c

; or,

The opinion of the S LaLu Oul* d (L=>ts*I-
appears at Appendix" D" to the petition and is^oej) 3,/bi t

; or,[ ] reported at
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 

is unpublished

- I -



JURISDICTION

[✓f For cases from federal courts:

The date on which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case
Was FefeiA^->A a'j Cs^b. apfi-gujin "GO CaBis3

[ ] No petition for rehearing was timely filed in my case.

[yf A timely petition for rehearing was denied by the United States Court of 
Appeals on the following date: A pH ~b. t-q'Q.... 
order denying rehearing appears at Appendix _1

and a copy of the
F___ C/Ute

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted 
to and including _ 
in Application No.

Ll/d" Pefi-Kc-J IS <rCoUL oo UoOy Z. <J bcfi-WJ

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

(date)(date) on
A

T» 4->

For cases from ’

The date on which the u.s oH-vd decided my case was X *°Li.
A copy of'that decision appears at Appendix " £ ' ^_Cj\ 4 S3

A timely petition for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date:
, and a copy of the order denying rehearingU Ltd'Ll-

appears at Appendix ' Q

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including____
Application No. __ A

(date) in(date) on

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § ci)

to (c&sx*v\~icc tc.1 aj i JLa-St FPAC- Cl e_ ( iaj ^ctci*>

s ruu twin- p^kkoo ii £ciijs
• j C-oortA ‘S Poijz I Z.Z. ClIO kkaxi I 0f tLo—cj ) ' RoCj2 2.^.2 (

ct-«i.pci u- Xokh>k<.»~U /“tx iI

e ~>

£<?lj<) /WPbjK.(ooC- LajI «C kk/--g
goLa. "bo C Oi-'-n Sc ocls-i^ a—J Ji>| i/wJ? H4to'L> ^ a ivoVt&tA) wAL

A C<-cSi To /'ax/cc. (oX.tw’J'lj} ") Cop LiJ. j J lofl- AXst i I S CAo / i a #-0 fix i i ,<o.;3
C)Cv-1a. (xecofty 3o'<sy S. 2-o2# flex To W<- I' €J 11 ^di i I'-aJ* ALti/ feoK

£Xag. |4jw4o*^ u i—A cIc Ccif dice C***

>wo VibiviA*)

-fUi V Awy>«

-3L-



CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED
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STATEMENT OF TMf CASG

Background

CM 3). In October 2008, the defendant was charged with murdering Dawn Marquis 

by shooting her in the head (Vol. II, C. 10-11). 720ILCS 5/9-1(a)(1), (a)(2) (2008); 

People v. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, H 5. Marquis had lived with the 

defendant for 17 years and was the mother of the defendant’s two children. Richter, 

2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HI 5, 11.

The State’s evidence at the ensuing jury trial revealed that Marquis had 

decided to leave the defendant because he was abusive, but had been scared to 

do so because the defendant had threatened to kill her if she left him. Richter, 

2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HI 11-40, 51. She told a number of persons about the 

defendant’s threats, and these statements were admitted into evidence under 

section 115-10.2a of the Code of Criminal Procedure of 1963 (Code) (725 ILCS 

5/115-10.2a ( 2008)). Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HH 1, U-40, 48, 51. 

CMS), Joe Hoffman was the person who shot Marquis. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 

101025, H 70. Hoffman was an alcoholic who worked for the defendant. Richter, 

2012 IL App (4th) 101025, H 60. According to Hoffman, after the relationship between 

the defendant and Marquis started to deteriorate, the defendant asked him to 

kill Marquis “almost everyday” because he was afraid she was going to take the 

children from him. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HH 68, 72. The record also 

indicates the defendant feared he would be disrespected if word got out that Marquis 

was seeing another man (Vol. XXIII, R. 161-62; Supp. Vol. Ill, transcript; Envelop 

Supp. to Record, People’s Exhibit 45 CD).
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CM 6), There was testimony that Hoffman complied with whatever the defendant 

directed him to do, and that he was afraid of the bigger defendant who had physically 

assaulted him in the past. Richter, 2012ILApp (4th) 101025, UU 70,74. The jury 

heard that “Joe did whatever Bill told him to do” (Vol. XXII, R. 115), that Hoffman 

usually did what the defendant told him to do (Vol. XXII, R. 128), that the defendant 

“pushed [Hoffman] around” (Vol. XXII, R. 130), that “if Billy wanted something 

devious done he would tell Joe [and] Joe would do it,” and that “Joe was a guy 

that did everything Bill said to do basically” (Vol. XXII, R. 140-41). Richter, 2012 

IL App (4th) 101025, 1| 74.

CMT), Hoffman shot Marquis in the back of the head while she was in her car 

reaching for a cigarette. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, H 70. Police recovered 

a bullet casing from inside Marquis’ vehicle which was identified by an expert 

at the trial as being from a .32-caliber gun (Vol. XX, R. 90-91). Richter, 2012 IL 

App (4th) 101025, K 74. There was testimony that the defendant owned at least 

two handguns, including one that was a . 32 caliber gun, and also that he had tried 

to buy a gun that could not be traced — a “river gun.” Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 

101025, til 61,68,73 (Vol. XXII, R. 148-49). Hoffman testified that the defendant 

gave him the gun he used to shoot Marquis. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, 

11 69. Hoffman fled to Florida after the murder. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, 

If 70.

CH$).The defendant’s evidence consisted of Hoffman’s initial admissions that 

he had murdered Marquis on his own. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, 1] 70. 

The defendant’s evidence also indicated that Hoffman had told two jail detainees 

that the defendant had not been involved in the murder, but the police were trying

-



to coerce him into implicating the defendant in the murder. Richter, 2012IL App 

(4th) 101025, Ilf 77-78. In addition, a defense witness testified that he had seen 

the defendant and Marquis together about one or two weeks before the murder 

and they had appeared to be in a good mood. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025,

H 76.

O-W)*. Jimmy Mardis, who had testified for the State that Hoffman was an alcoholic 

and did whatever the defendant told him to do, including devious things, and who 

had also testified that the defendant had tried to purchase an untraceable gun, 

acknowledged that he and the defendant had a “falling out” in August of 2008 

(Vol. XXII, R. 154-57). Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HU 72-73. Mardis further 

acknowledged that he had failed to initially tell the police about the defendant’s 

desire to buy the untraceable gun, and had also failed to tell the police that he 

had heard the defendant talk about killing Marquis, explaining that he had withheld 

the information because the defendant had threatened his family. Richter, 2012

IL App (4th) 101025, f 73.

O»o), The defendant’s evidence further revealed that, although two witnesses 

testified that Marquis told them the defendant had obtained passports (seemingly 

so he could flee the country after the murder), no passports had been issued to

the defendant or the children. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, 1[ 80.

C$0> In summation, defense counsel focused on Hoffman’s admissions that he 

had acted on his own in killing Marquis in order to support the argument that 

the defendant had nothing to do with the murder (Vol. XXV, R. 62-117).

CSi) _ The j uiy found the defendant guilty of one count ofintentional murder while 

armed with a firearm (Vol. IV, C. 596). Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, HU
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1, 82. The court sentenced him to 75 years in prison. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th)

101025, 11H 1, 82.

Direct Review

On appeal, the defendant argued that the out-of-court statements Alaiquis 

made to other persons about the defendant’s threats to kill her were not covered 

by section 115-10.2a of the Code, and that the admission of the hearsay statements 

had therefore violated his right to confrontation. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 101025, 

85. This Court disagreed and affirmed his conviction. Richter, 2012 IL App (4th) 

101025, HI 167-68. The defendant’s Petition for Leave to Appeal was denied by 

the Supreme Court on January 30, 2013. People v. Richter, 982 N.E.2d 773 (Table).

Defendant’s Postconviction Petition 

CS V). On November 7, 2013, the defendant filed a petition seeking postconviction 

relief (Vol. I, C. 627-735). In his petition, the defendant claimed that his trial counsel 

was ineffective in: (i) failing to discredit Marquis by pointing out that she had 

lied when she told other people that the defendant had obtained a passport; (ii) 

failing to discredit Marquis by pointing out that she had lied about staying away 

from the defendant for weeks due to her fear of him; and (iii) failing to discredit 

Marquis by pointing out that she had a drug problem (Vol. I, C. 641-42, 646, Exhs.

K and L).

CSSD, The defendant added that trial counsel had been ineffective in failing to 

show that Joseph Hoffman killed Marquis on his own which counsel could have 

done through introduction of: (i) admissions made by Hoffman to that effect (Vol. 

I, C. 647-48, Exhs. E and O); (ii) testimony from jail detainees relating that Hoffman 

had told them he had killed Marquis on his own but was being tortured in order
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to implicate the defendant (Vol. I, C. 644, Exh. G); (iii) testimony from Pastor Rick 

Berg that it was obvious Hoffman disliked Marquis (Vol. I, C. 645, Exh. I); and 

(iv) testimony from other witnesses that Hoffman had problems controlling his

703, 705).

CS(e\ The defendant also claimed that trial counsel was ineffective in failing to 

show defendant’s lack of motive, his good character, and his consciousness of 

through introduction of: (i) a Petition to Determine Parental Issues 

that would have negated the State’s theory that his motive for murdering Marquis 

was his desire to maintain custody of their children since the petition would have 

allowed him to share custody of the children with Marquis (V ol. I, C. 643-44, Exh. 

F); (ii) police audio tapes of the defendant crying and expressing grief at Marquis’ 

grave site; (iii) a promissory note showing he paid for her funeral and burial (Vol. 

I, C. 644-45, Exh. H); (iv) personal opinion testimony from various witnesses that 

the defendant was not a violent person; and (v) testimony from these witnesses 

that they had never seen him with a firearm (Vol. I, C. 645-46, Exh. J).

Csi). The defendant added that trial counsel was ineffective in how he handled 

the trial because he: (i) failed to investigate information provided to him during 

the trial that a juror was watching media coverage of the case and discussing the 

with her hair stylist (Vol. I, C. 642); (ii) failed to file a motion in limine to 

exclude evidence of the bullet casing found in the victim’s vehicle because the 

caliber of the casing had been initially misidentified by the police (Vol. I, C. 647, 

Exhs. M and N); and (iii) failed to argue that the defendant had not been correctly 

charged because he was not charged by accountability and because he was not 

provided with notice of the firearm penalty enhancement (Vol. I, C. 648, Exh. P).

ntemper and was a liar (Vol. I,

innocence

case
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The defendant further claimed that the State had committed prosecutorial 

misconduct by: (i) failing to timely reveal eavesdropping recordings of the defendant 

(Vol. I, C. 651); (ii) failing to disclose that Joseph Hoffman had previously been 

convicted for making a false affidavit (Vol. I, C. 652); (in) directing deputies at 

the jail to remove the State’s discovery from the defendant’s cell (Vol. I, C. 653); 

and (iv) directing a detainee at the jail to steal legal material from the defendant

(Vol. I, C. 653).

Finally, the defendant claimed that appellate counsel was ineffective in: 

(i) failing to argue that the rules of evidence had abrogated section 115-10.2a (Vol. 

I, C. 635-41); and (ii) failing to argue that the defendant’s 75-year sentence was 

unreasonably disparate to Joseph Hoffman’s (guilty plea) 30-year sentence (Vol.

I, C. 654-55).

Summary Dismissal of the Petition

C6o). On January 31, 2014, the trial court summarily dismissed the defendant’s 

petition (Vol. I, C. 736-40).

C(*0, Regarding the defendant’s claim that the rules of evidence had abrogated 

section 115-10.2a, the court found that the rules of evidence did not apply to the 

defendant because he was tried in October of 2010 and the rules did not become 

effective until January 1, 2011 (Vol. I, C. 738 at ^ 5(a)).

(fet)> Regarding the defendant’s claims that trial counsel was ineffective in failing 

to investigate the matters mentionedby the defendant, the trial court found that 

the outcome of the trial would not have changed had these matters been investigated

and presented at the trial (Vol. I, C. 738-39 at ^ 5(b)).
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(4$), Regarding the claim that the prosecution committed misconduct when it 

failed to timely reveal eavesdropping recordings of the defendant, the court found 

this was not misconduct because the disclosure was irrelevant (the recording was 

not used in the trial). As to the claim that the prosecution had committed misconduct 

in ordering that discovery material be removed from the defendant’s cell, the court 

found that this was not misconduct because it was consistent with the supreme 

court rule regarding discovery (Vol. I, C. 739 at ^ 5(c)).

Cfc'O. Regarding the claim that the defendant’s sentence (75 years) was 

disproportionate to Joseph Hoffman’ sentence (30 years), the court found that 

the difference was justified by the differing levels of culpability (Vol. I, C. 739

• M

at 5(d)).

(&ST). Regarding the defendant’s other claims of ineffective assistance by trial 

and appellate counsel, the court found that the outcome of the trial would not 

have changed had those claims been raised and trial and appellate counsel were 

therefore not ineffective under Strickland u. Washington, 466 U.S. 668 (1984) 

(Vol. I, C. 739 at 1 5(e)).

(&£>),. The court found the petition to be frivolous and patently without merit and 

dismissed the petition (Vol. I, C. 740 at 6).

((el) , The defendant appealed on 
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