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PETITIONER’S APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME TO 
FILE A PETITION FOR A WRIT OF CERTIORARI 

 

To the Honorable Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States and Circuit 
Justice for the Third Circuit: 

 
Petitioner, Richard Collins, respectfully applies to this Court for an order extending the time in 

which to file his petition for writ of certiorari from September 6, 2022 until October 6, 2022, a period of 

thirty (30) days.  This Court has jurisdiction to hear Mr. Collins’s appeal under 28 U.S.C. § 1254(1). In 

support of this Application, Mr. Collins states as follows: 

1. Mr. Collins was found civilly liable for willful failure to disclose his foreign bank 

accounts to the Treasury Department under the Bank Secrecy Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3701.  On June 6, 2022, 

the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit issued an opinion in Case No. 21-1935 

(attached), wherein it affirmed the judgment of the United States District Court for the Western 

District of Pennsylvania in Case No. 2:18-cv-01069.   

2. As part of the judgment, the district court imposed a penalty of $308,064.  It also 

imposed additional penalties and interest under the Federal Claims Collection Act (the “FCCA”), 31 

U.S.C. § 3711 et seq., in the amount of $98,181.81. 

3. The Third Circuit affirmed that decision.  However, the Third Circuit’s opinion is in 

conflict with Blanca Tel. Co. v. FCC, 991 F.3d 1097, 1110-12 (10th Cir. 2021), which holds that the 

FCCA does not apply to penalty actions.  A foritori, under the reasoning of the Tenth Circuit, these 

additional penalties should not have been assessed against Mr. Collins.   

2. The FCCA penalty was imposed from the date of the administrative assessment, which 

occurred on August 26, 2016, even though the Government did not initiate its civil lawsuit until 

August 2018.   
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3. This case raises important questions regarding the ability of the Government to 

compound penalties that are imposed on individuals by imposing additional failure-to-pay penalties 

and interest.   

4. Mr. Collins seeks a writ of certiorari for the United States Court of Appeals for the 

Third Circuit with respect to this decision. This Court’s jurisdiction for this appeal arises under 28 

U.S.C. § 1254(1). 

5. According to Supreme Court Rule 13.3, a petition for writ of certiorari to is due ninety 

(90) days from the date of the judgment of the Court of Appeals.  That judgment was entered on June 

6, 2022, so Mr. Collins’s petition is due on September 6, 2022.  See Supreme Court Rule 13.3.  

6. However, the time granted by Supreme Court Rule 13 will be insufficient to allow 

Petitioner’s counsel to do justice to the issues at hand, which are complex and important.  The 

undersigned is a solo practitioner and had a significant health issue arise in the month of August which 

has delayed his ability to finish the writ.   

7. Further, other obligations including oral argument in the Ninth Circuit in August 2022 and 

a motion for rehearing in the Third Circuit have precluded counsel from being able to direct adequate time 

and attention to the preparation of a petition for writ of certiorari on Mr. Collins’s behalf.   

8. In light of counsel’s current obligations and the importance of the issues that will be 

presented, counsel submits that a thirty (30)-day extension is appropriate in order to effectively prepare 

the petition for writ of certiorari on his client’s behalf. 

9. Therefore, Mr. Collins, through counsel, seeks an extension of thirty (30) days in which 

to file his petition for a writ of certiorari. See Supreme Court Rule 13.5 (“[A] Justice may extend the time 

to file a petition for writ of certiorari for a period not exceeding 60 days.”). 
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10. In accordance with Supreme Court Rule 13.5, this Application is submitted at least ten 

(10) days prior to the present due date. Further, the requested extension is made in good faith and not 

for the purposes of delay.  

WHEREFORE, in the interest of justice and for good cause shown, counsel for Mr. Collins 

respectfully requests that this Court extend the current September 6, 2022 deadline until October 6, 

2022. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
/s/ Jed Silversmith  
Jed Silversmith (Pa. Bar #83964)  
Counsel of Record 
 Law Office of Jed Silversmith LLC 
P.O. Box 27762 
Philadelphia, PA  19118 
(202) 309-0193 
jed.silversmith@silversmithlaw.com 
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