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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The opinion of the United States pourjj of appeals appears at Appendix 
the petition and is
[ ] reported a \______
[ ] has been d asignated 
[ ] is unpublished.

7 \ I I
The opinion of theuJnitod States district court appears at Appendix 
the petition/and is \ / / 1

to

-------- —j----------------------------------- ; or,
for puralicatio 1 but is not yet reported; or.\

to

[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has be(jn designate^fa£ publication ljut is not yet reported; or, 
[ j is unpublished. /

For cases from state courts:

The opinion of the highest state court to review the merits appears at. 
Appendix —^— to the petition and is

reported at
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or,
[ j is unpublished.

Appenckx: A ; or, ,

The opinion of the Coark c>p-T.L Fu s FnTyV
appears at Appendix_Pi__ to the petition and is
[j><( reported at ArppiruW (\
[ j has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

court

; or,

1.



JURISDICTION

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The datKon which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case
was

X\
[ j No petitidXfor rehearing was timeh&flled in my case. 

\ \ r/

[ J A timely petitWhfpr rehear ins 
Appeals on the blowing date 
order denying rehhkahg appears at Appendix

as denied by the United States Court of 
------------ :----------------- , and a copy of the

\[ ] An extension of timXX] 
to and including XX 
in Application^^ __ A

g petition for a writ of certiorari was granted 
(date) on (date)

'AThe jurisdipuon of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

K \ For cases from state courts:

3-41-33The date on which the highest state court decided my 
A copy of that decision appears at Appendix O .

case was

/[ ] A timely pdt^ion for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date:
, and a copy of the order denying rehearing

appears at Appendix.
jfj

[ ] An extension of time to fiM
to and including________
Application No. __ A____

tition for a writ of certiorari was granted
(date) in

e/r
A (date) on7Z

The jurisdiction of this Courtis invoked undelv2&*U. S. C. § 1257(a).
// "

a.



CONSTITUTIONAL AND STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED
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129362

STATEMENT OF FACTS

On June 18,2018,there was a shooting at Apartment 9,311 Riley Drive, Bloomington, 

Illinois. Police foundNate Pena and Corey Jackson dead from apparent gunshot wounds, while 

N.P. had also sustained gunshot injuries. (C 52) In the stairwell, police found Juan Carlos dead 

from gunshots. (C 52) Sydney was charged with the murder of the three individuals and the 

attempted murder of N.P. (C 32-48,84-94) A multi-day bench trial began on January25,2021.

Gabriele Sweeney was Nate’s sister andN.P.’s aunt(R314) Onthedayofthe shooting, 

Sweeney drove Nate and N.P. around Bloomington from about ten in the morning until noon. 

(R 317-20) While in the car, Nate spoke with Sydney over Facetime about Sydney’s plan to 

visit Nate’s apartment later that day. (R 322, 325)

Kearra Heard dated Corey Jackson and went with him to Apartment 9 on the day of 

the shooting. (R 334-337) Only Nate and N.P. were present at that time. (R 337) Nate and 

Corey smoked marijuana, while Heard played with N.P. (R 338) Corey recorded a Snapchat 

video of himself and Heard holding stacks ofhundred and twenty dollar bills. (R 338-39,341) 

Heard identified Corey’s Snapchat video as People’s Exhibit 48. (R 338-39) Heard left the 

apartment around 1:20 p.m., but Corey stayed there. (R 341-42, 1359)

Brianna Watkins, Nate’s girlfriend, lived at Apartment 9. (R 358-59) On the day of 

the shooting, she returned to the apartment at 2:12 p.m. (R 360,1340) Nate, N.P., Corey, and 

Sydney were in the living room. (R 364) Brianna recognized Sydney because he and Nate 

were “[ajssociate/ffiends.” (R 365) Brianna left around 2:32 p.m. (R 370,1061) Brianna testified 

the same people were still in the apartment, but she previously told police she was unsure whether

Sydney was still there when she left. (R (R 370-71,1179, 1188)

Around 2:37 p.m., there were various reports of gunshots coming from Apartment 

9. (R 471-72,480, 494-95) Several Bloomington police officers testified to responding and

-t- CL0
SUBMITTED - 21289912 - Amanda Mann - 2/1/2023 12:17 PM



/ 129362

observing the aftermath of the shooting. In the back bedroom, which had been ransacked, officers 

found earbud headphones and a .40 caliber gun magazine with one live bullet inside. (R 612) 

These items did not belong to Brianna or Nate, but no DNA or fingerprint evidence was recovered. 

Police first suspeqted the shooter fled and was hiding in either the apartment across the hall 

or the basement laundry room. (R 302,306-7) No one was found in either location. (R 308-09) 

The next-door building, accessible via the laundry room, was not searched. (R 575-76)

While reviewing security footage from a nearby residence, a detective noticed a blurry 

figure run away from the building around the time of the shooting and get in a white Chevrolet 

Trailblazer. (R 523-32) Illinois State Police troopers later assisted this Trailblazer as it was

broken down on the side of 1-74 headed toward Peoria. (R 891-92) The driver was Jahquan
!

Howard, and his passengers were Jamahri Watkins and Sydney. (R 893; People’s Ex. 47)
I

Jahquan testified Sydney sent him several text messages beginning around 2:10 p.m. 

which offered money for a ride from the apartment complex to Peoria on the day of the shooting. 

(R 796-97; E 140-42) Jahquan agreed to so, and he and Jamahri Watkins picked Sydney up

before they stopped at Jahquan’s house and headed out of town. (R 808) The Trailblazer broke
!

down-74 shortly after they left. (R 815-17) They called a tow truck and briefly interacted with
I

state troopers. (R 817-18) From there, another person gave the trio a ride to Peoria. (R 974-76,
I

448-50) Police searched this area along 1-74, but they located nothing of evidentiary value.
i

• (R1100) The Trailblazer was impounded, though gunshot residue testing came back negative. 

(R 1114; E 26-27) Police also executed a search warrant at Jahquan and Jamahri’s house but 

found no relevant evidence (R 1193-94)

During the ride to Peoria, Sydney cried after learning Nate had been shot. (R 819,836) 

Sydney was dropped off in Peoria, but Jamahri and Jahquan returned to Bloomington with
i

the driver. (R 986r87) Randy Nesby testified Jahquan and Jamahri went to his house around

-#• (?)
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4:45-5:15 p.m. after returning from Peoria. (R1012)Nesby had heard about the shooting via 

Facebook by that pjoint, so he brought it up in conversation. (R1012,1016) At the time, Jamahri
j

was out on the porch, smoking a cigarette, while he paced around “acting weird.” (R 1014)
i\

Toward thfe beginning of direct examination, the State asked Navarro Howard if he
t

had spoken with Sydney in the days leading up to the shooting. (R 726) Navarro responded, 

“I don’t rememben” (R 726) The State then confronted him with an interview he gave to policei
on June 22,2018, jduring which he said, “Sydney had hit me up.” (R 726-27) Following this 
initial exchange, tlje State continued to question Navarro about prior statements he made during

i

the interview without asking him questions related to the subject matters discussed therein:

When also talking to the detectives about your conversation 
prior to June 18th, do you remember telling the detective: And 
[Sydney] was telling me that he had gotten tude with the dude 
like. Dude I guess we had a little money or something he said.
I don’t know him. I don’t know Nate myself. I know [Corey 
Jackson].

“Q.

A. Do I know - -

Q. When also talking to the detectives about your conversation 
prior to June 18th, do you remember telling the detective that, 
about a conversation?

A. I know [Corey Jackson], but I don’t know shit about Nate.

Well, do you remember - - do you remember telling the detective 
about Sydney having tude with the dude?

Q.

A. No.

Q. And when also talking about that, do you remember saying: 
But, like, he’s like, man, this bitch as [s/c] n**** throwin all 
this money around calling me a bitch?

A. No. (R 727-28)

Q. Do you remember the detective saying: Tell me when that was 
again.!

-x &
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A. No.

Q. And you stated: That was after the conversation we had talking 
about, uhh, how he was mad at dude, uhh, on the Facebook, 
Nate [ ].

A. No. I never heard of Nate prior to the incident. So no.

And did you - - the detective respond to that statement: Okay.

And you indicated: Talkin about how he was outshining him 
and shit.

Q.

A. No.” (R 734)

Later on during its direct examination, the State circled back:

“Q- Do you remember being asked: Okay. And you knew that there 
was a little beef between Syd and Nate because Syd or Nate 
was kinda outshining him or.

And you replied: Yeah, because ofthe shit he was talking. Yeah.

A. No.” (R 736)

The State also questioned Navarro in a similar format regarding his viewing of Sydney 

with a gun before the shooting occurred:

“Q. Do you remembering seeing - - do you remember talking to 
the detective about having been - - were you with Sydney a few 
days before the incident, on June 18?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember telling the detective during the interview: 
So he sitting there, like, you know, just seem kinda cocky and 
shit, and I’m, like, aww you must be rolling, huh? You dump 
a nine?

And [Sydney] said: 1 got that bitch.

A. No.

Do you remember also saying: Well, that means he had a pistol 
on him, it was like a .3 - -1 don’t know, like a .380 or some 
shit was what I - - that’s what I think. I don’t know for sure.

Q-

SUBMITTED - 21289912 - Amanda Mann - 2/1/2023 12:17 PM



129362

A. No, I owned a .380 myself. That’s the first number in my head.

And do you remember detective asking you: I’m getting a little 
confused. You said you seen him with a gun at [Jahquan 
Howard’s] house?

Q.

And you replied: Yeah.

A. No, that was a lie.

Q. Well, do you remember saying that?

No. (R 731-732)A.
***

All right. And in regard to your conversation, do you remember 
the detective asking for clarification again and saying: Okay. 
And at some point you said, seen Syd with a gun.

Q.

And you said: Yeah.

A. No. (R 733-34)

***

Q- Do you remember detective asking you again: You seen Syd 
with a gun.

You replying: Yeah.

Detective saying: At the place you used you live at?
\

And you replied: Yeah.

A. No.” (R 735)

In July 2018, Cheonte Hinkle - Sydney’s cousin - was asked to pick up some of Sydney’s 

clothing from his mother’s house. (R1020-24) Sydney lived with his mother when in Bloomington 

but would spend summers at his father’s residence in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. (R1036) Sydney 

was later arrested in Milwaukee and extradited to Illinois for trial. (R 1171-72)

During its closing argument, the State argued Sydney had “time to not only see the 

Snapchat video go live on [Corey’s] Snapchat account, but to also confirm that the money 

depicted in that Snapchat video was within Apartment Number 9[.]” (R1287) The State also

-X- (?)
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129362

relied on Navarro’s prior statements related to seeing Sydney in possession of a firearm. (R1299- 

1300) During rebuttal argument, the State argued “the motive was lottery by robbery.” (R1335) 

In support of that theory, he State pointed to People’s Exhibit 48 - the Snapchat video of money - 

noting that it was “accessible to multiple people” without directing the court’s attention to 

evidence that Sydney could have been one of them. (R 1336) The State also pointed to the 

substantive impeachment of Navarro Howard to establish that Sydney “and Nate had a beef 

and that they were not getting along.” (R 1335)

The court found Sydney guilty. (R1389) The court believed the reason the shooting 

occurred because of “drugs or money.” (R 1376) The court “considered the large amount of 

cash shown in the Snapchat video of Corey Jackson and Kearra Heard.” (R1376,1379) The 

court also pointed to Navarro’s prior statements to establish motive, noting “Navarro Howard 

testified as to the beef between Nate and [Sydney] and how [Sydney] thought Nate was outshining 

him. The Court believes this to be credible evidence and goes to explain why this happened.” 

(R1376) As to means to commit the shooting, the court pointed out multiple times that Navarro’s 

prior statements indicated he had seen Sydney with a gun before the shooting. (R1377,1388) 

The Court also incorrectly stated, “Randy Nesby said he brought up the shooting when he 

was over at Mr. Howard’s house before Mr. Howard, Mr. Mays, and Mr. Watkins left for Peoria. 

He said Jamahri was acting weird and pacing around at that time.” (R 1382)

A post-trial motion was filed that raised many issues, including: People’s Exhibit 48 

should not have been admitted into evidence because it was “speculative and irrelevant” (C 

808,813; R1489-90); and the trial court incorrectly recalled Randy’s Nesby’s testimony about 

where and when he met up with Jahquan and Jamahri. (C 822-23; R 1504-05) Following 

argument, the trial court denied the motion. (R1522) The trial court sentenced Sydney to serve 

three consecutive terms of life in prison for the murders followed by an additional consecutive

term of fifty years for attempted murder. (R 1555-56; C 904-05)

SUBMITTED - 21289912 - Amanda Mann - 2/1/2023 12:17 PM
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CONCLUSION

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

flflojk %\jr)(\Ckj l\l\^

Date:


