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CONSTITUTUINAL STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED

AMENDMENT VI

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjioy the right to a speedy and
public trial by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law,
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with
the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in
his favor and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

AMENDMENT XIV

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person the
equal protection of the laws.

18 Pa.C.S.A.§2501 Criminal Homicide.

(a) Offense defined.--- A person is guilty of criminal homicide if he intentionally, knowingly,
recklessly or negligently causes the death of another human being

(b) Classification--- Criminal homicide shall be clssified as murder, voluntary manslaughter, or
involuntary manslaughter.

18 Pa.C.S.A.§2502 Murder

(a) Murder of the First degree---A Criminal homicide constutes murder of the degree when it is
committed by an intentional killing.

(b)Murder of the second degree--- A criminal homicide constitutes murder of the second degree
when it is commiied while defendant was engaged as a principal or an accomplice in the
perpetration of a felony.

(c) Murder of the third degree---All other kinds of murder shall be murder of the third degree.
Murder of the thied degree is a felony of the first degree.
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18 Pa.C.S.A.§2503. Voluntary Manslaughter

(a) General rule--- A person who kills an individual without lawful justification commits
voluntary manslaughter if at the time of the killing he is acting under sudden and intense passion
resulting from serious provacation by:

(1) the individual killed; or

(2) another whom the actor endeavors to kill; but negligently or accidentionally causes the death
of the individual killed

(b) Unreasonable belief killing justifiable--- A person who intentionally or knowingly kills an
individual commits voluntary manslaughter if at the time of the killing he believes the
circumstances to be such that, if they existed, would justify the killing under Chapter 5 of this
title( relating to general principles of justification) but belief is unreasonable.
(c)Grading---Voluntary manslaughter is a felony of the first degree.

18 Pa.C.S.A.§2504 Involuntary manslaughter

(a) General rule.--- A person is guilty of involuntary manslaughter when as a result of the doing
of an unlawful act in a reckless or grossly negligent manner, or the doing of a lawful act in a
reckless manner, he causes the death of another person.

(b)Grading--- Involuntary manslaughter is a misdemeanor of the first degree.
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