
No. __________ 
 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
________________________________ 

 
 
 

ARIEL BENNETT, 
 
 

               Petitioner, 
 

v. 
 

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
 

                  Respondent. 
 

_________________________________ 
 

On Petition for a Writ of Certiorari to the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia 

_________________________________ 
 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED 
IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

_________________________________ 
 

Ariel Bennett, through counsel, respectfully requests leave to file her petition 

for a writ of certiorari to the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia without 

prepayment of costs or fees and to proceed in forma pauperis pursuant to Rule 39. 

Petitioner is indigent and currently incarcerated at Lakin Correctional Center, 

11264 Ohio River Road, West Columbia, WV 25287, serving a five to twenty-five 

year prison sentence. Petitioner has been incarcerated since 2020. Petitioner was 

represented by appointed counsel both at trial in the Circuit Court of Raleigh 

County, West Virginia and on appeal in the Supreme Court of Appeals of West 

Virginia. Petitioner, therefore, proceeded in forma pauperis in those courts. 

Petitioner’s declaration in support of this motion is attached hereto. 
 

 



      Respectfully submitted, 

            
      

 ______________________________ 
      Matthew David Brummond 
      Counsel of Record     
      West Virginia Public Defender Services 
      Appellate Advocacy Division 
      Suite 301, One Players Club Drive 
      Charleston, WV  25311 
      Matt.D.Brummond@wv.gov 

(304) 558-3905 
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