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MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 
 

Petitioner, Robert Alan Fratta, seeks leave to file the enclosed Petition for 

Writ of Certiorari without prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma pauperis 

in accordance with Supreme Court Rule 39, and 18 U.S.C. § 3006A(d)(6). 

The United States District Court for the Southern District of Texas found 

Mr. Fratta could not proceed in forma pauperis because petitioner had sufficient 

funds to pay the five-dollar filing fee. The District Court authorized Mr. Fratta to 

proceed in forma pauperis on January 21, 2014. App. A. The District Court 

appointed counsel pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 3599(a)(2)  Hilder & Associates, P.C., on 

December 4, 2013. App. B. The Federal Public Defender for the Western District of 

Texas entered an appearance as co-counsel on December 10, 2018. App. C. 

The filing of this petition is the continuation of counsel’s representation of 

Mr. Fratta under the 18 U.S.C. § 3599(a)(2) appointment. See 18 U.S.C. § 3599(e) 

(“[e]ach attorney so ap- pointed shall represent the defendant throughout every 

subsequent stage of available judicial proceedings, including … applications for writ 

of certiorari to the Supreme Court of the United States”). In accordance with 

Supreme Court Rule 39, no affidavit declaring Mr. Fratta’s indigency is required. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, Robert Alan Fratta, seeks leave to proceed in forma 

pauperis. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

ROBERT ALAN FRATTA,  

Petitioner,  
VS.     CIVIL ACTION NO. 4:13-CV-3438 

 
WILLIAM STEPHENS, 

 
Respondent. 

§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§  

ORDER 

The Court GRANTS Robert Alan Fratta’s motion to proceed in forma pauperis.  

(Instrument No. 4).  Fratta will continue to proceed in forma pauperis and with appointed 

counsel throughout the remainder of his federal habeas proceedings. 

The Clerk will deliver a copy of this Order to the parties. 

SIGNED at Houston, Texas, this 21st day of January, 2014. 

___________________________________ 
MELINDA HARMON 

   UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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United States District Court
Southern District of Texas

ENTERED
December 10, 2018
David J. Bradley, Clerk
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