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On the same page, list all cases in other courts that are directly related to the case in 
this Court. A case is “directly related” if it arises from the same trial court case as 
the case in this Court (including the proceedings directly on review in this case), or if 
it challenges the same criminal conviction or sentence as is challenged in this Court, 
whether on direct appeal or through state or federal collateral proceedings. Below is 
an example of the format that should be used for this list:

• Smith v. Jones, No. 18-cv-200, U. S. District Court for the Western District of 
Pennsylvania. Judgment entered Oct. 1, 2018.

• Smith v. Jones, No. 18-1200, U. S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Judg­
ment entered Apr. 15, 2019.

VI. Table of Contents

On the page provided, list the page numbers on which the required portions of the 
petition appear. Number the pages consecutively, beginning with the “Opinions 
Below” page as page 1.

VII. Index of Appendices

List the description of each document that is included in the appendix beside the appro­
priate appendix letter. Mark the bottom of the first page of each appendix with the 
appropriate designation, e.g., “Appendix A.” See Rule 14.1 pertaining to the items to 
be included in the appendix.

A. Federal Courts

If you are asking the Court to review a decision of a federal court, the decision 
of the United States court of appeals should be designated Appendix A. 
Appendix A should be followed by the decision of the United States District 
Court and the findings and recommendations of the United States magistrate 
judge, if there were any. If the United States court of appeals denied a timely 
filed petition for rehearing, a copy of that order should be appended next. If 
you are seeking review of a decision in a habeas corpus case, and the decision of 
either the United States District Court or the United States Court of Appeals 
makes reference to a state court decision in which you were a party, a copy of 
the state court decision must be included in the appendix.

B. State Courts

If you are asking the Court to review a decision of a state court, the decision of 
which review is sought should be designated Appendix A. Appendix A should 
be followed by the decision of the lower court or agency that was reviewed in 
the decision designated Appendix A. If the highest court of the state in which a 
decision could be had denied discretionary review, a copy of that order should 
follow. If an order denying a timely filed petition for rehearing starts the run­
ning of the time for filing a petition for a writ of certiorari pursuant to Rule 13.3, 
a copy of the order should be appended next.
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As an example, if the state trial court ruled against you, the intermediate court 
of appeals affirmed the decision of the trial court, the state supreme court denied 
discretionary review and then denied a timely petition for rehearing, the appen­
dices should appear in the following order:

Appendix A Decision of State Court of Appeals

Appendix B Decision of State Trial Court

Appendix C Decision of State Supreme Court Denying Review

Appendix D Order of State Supreme Court Denying Rehearing

VIII. Table of Authorities

On the page provided, list the cases, statutes, treatises, and articles that you reference 
in your petition, and the page number of your petition where each authority appears.

IX. Opinions Below

In the space provided, indicate whether the opinions of the lower courts in your case 
have been published, and if so, the citation for the opinion below. For example, opin­
ions of the United States courts of appeals are published in the Federal Reporter. If 
the opinion in your case appears at page 100 of volume 30 of the Federal Reporter, 
Third Series, indicate that the opinion is reported at 30 F. 3d 100. If the opinion has 
been designated for publication but has not yet been published, check the appropriate 
space. Also indicate where in the appendix each decision, reported or unreported, 
appears.

X. Jurisdiction

The purpose of the jurisdiction section of the petition is to establish the statutory 
source for the Court’s jurisdiction and the dates that determine whether the petition 
is timely filed. The form sets out the pertinent statutes for federal and state cases. 
You need provide only the dates of the lower court decisions that establish the timeli­
ness of the petition for a writ of certiorari. If an extension of time within which to 
file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted, you must provide the requested 
information pertaining to the extension. If you seek tcThave the Court review a deci­
sion of a state court, you must provide the date the highest state court decided your 
case, either by ruling on the merits or denying discretionary review.

XI. Constitutional and Statutory Provisions Involved

Set out verbatim the constitutional provisions, treaties, statutes, ordinances and regu­
lations involved in the case. If the provisions involved are lengthy, provide their cita­
tion and indicate where in the Appendix to the petition the text of the provisions 
appears.
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m. sup. ci
r

October 2009
OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20543

GUIDE FOR PROSPECTIVE INDIGENT PETITIONERS FOR WRITS OF
CERTIORARI

I. Introduction /

These instructions and forms axe designed to assist petitioners who are proceeding in 
forma pauperis and without the assistance of counsel. A copy of the Rules of the 
Supreme Court, which establish the procedures that must be followed, is also enclosed. 
Be sure to read the following Rules carefully:

r\J

Rules 10-14 (Petitioning for certiorari)
Rule 29 (Filing and service on opposing party or counsel)
Rule 30 (Computation and extension of time)
Rules 33.2 and 34 (Preparing pleadings on 8Vz x 11 inch paper)
Rule 39 (Proceedings in forma pauperis)

II. Nature of Supreme Court Review

It is important to note that review in this Court by means of a writ of certiorari is not 
a matter of right, but of judicial discretion. The primary concern of the Supreme 
Court is not to correct errors in lower court decisions, but to decide cases presenting 
issues of importance beyond the' particular facts and parties involved. The Court 
grants and hears argument in only about 1% of the cases that are filed each Term. 
The vast majority of petitions are simply denied by the Court without comment or 
explanation. The denial of a petition for a writ of certiorari signifies only that the 
Court has chosen not to accept the case for review and does not express the Courts 
view of the merits of the case.

Every petitioner for a writ of certiorari is advised to read carefully the Considerations 
Governing Review on Certiorari set forth in Rule 10. Important considerations for 
accepting a case for review include the existence of a conflict between the decision of 
which review is sought and a decision of another appellate court on the same issue. 
An important function of the Supreme Court is to resolve disagreements among lowei 
courts about specific legal questions. Another consideration is the impoitance to the 
public of the issue.

III. The Time for Filing

You must file your petition for a writ of certiorari within 90 days from the date of the 
entry of the final judgment in the United States court of appeals or highest state 
appellate court or 90 days from the denial of a timely filed petition for rehearing. The 
issuance of a mandate or remittitur after judgment has been entered has no bearing 
on the computation of time and does not extend the time for filing. See Rules 13.1 and

A
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State Bar of Georgia 

Grievance

DILIGENCERule 1.3
A lawyer shall act with reasonable diligence and promptness in representing a client. 

Reasonable diligence as used in this Rule means that a lawyer shall not without juse cause to the 
detriment of the client in effect willfully abandon or willfully disregard a legal matter entrusted to the
lawyer.

COMMUNICATIONRule 1.4
A lawyer shall explain a matter to the extent reasonably necessary to permit the client to make 

informed decisions regarding die representation, shall keep the client reasonably informed about the 
status of matters and shall promptly comply with reasonable requests for information
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STATE BAR OF GEORGIA 

GRIEVANCE 

(SAMPLE)

J am an inmate at Washington 

_______ (day) ___________
My name is________ ______
State Prison, I was arrested on 

(month) (year) on the charges of 

____Case Number#
and sentenced to confinement for a period of

____serve_______ . I have
Casepending charges of 

Number#_______ County. These
charges are affecting my status while incarcerated. Because of 

these charges I am ineligible for county and transitional center 

placement. Because of these charges I am ineligible for 

rehabilitation and re-entry groups/ classes. Also these charges are 

affecting my parole and liberty. I have contacted the lawyer and 

have not received a response. This is in violation of Rule 1.3 

Diligence and Rule 1.4 Communication. Thank you for looking
into this.

m
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LIST OF PARTIES

pr£u parties appear in the caption of the case on the cover page.

[ ] All parties do not appear in the caption of the case on the cover page. A list of 
all parties to the proceeding in the court whose judgment is the subject of this 
petition is as follows:

7 * n RELATED CASES
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IN THE

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

PETITION FOR WRIT OF CERTIORARI

Petitioner respectfully prays that a writ of certiorari issue to review the judgment below.

OPINIONS BELOW

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The opinion of the United States court of appeals appears at Appendix ft to 

the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

4
The opinion of the United States district court appears at Appendix 8 to 
the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The opinion of the highest state court to review the merits appears at 
Appendix_____ to the petition and is
[ ] reported at ; or,
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

The opinion of the_
appears at Appendix
[ ] reported at____
[ ] has been designated for publication but is not yet reported; or, 
[ ] is unpublished.

_ court
to the petition and is

; or,

1.
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JURISDICTION

[ ] For cases from federal courts:

The date on which the United States Court of Appeals decided my case 
was ri It 1)-i~ X M» "2

[ ] No petition for rehearing was timely filed in my case.

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was denied by the United States Court of
, and a copy of theAppeals on the following date: ____________

order denying rehearing appears at Appendix

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including_______
in Application No.__ A

(date) on (date)

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1254(1).

[ ] For cases from state courts:

The date on which the highest state court decided my case was 
A copy of that decision appears at Appendix_______

[ ] A timely petition for rehearing was thereafter denied on the following date: 
--------------------------------- , and a copy of the order denying rehearing
appears at Appendix

[ ] An extension of time to file the petition for a writ of certiorari was granted
to and including____
Application No.__ A

(date) on (date) in

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U. S. C. § 1257(a).
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__  STATEMENT OF THE CASE
X KJ A flA, M CrtscNQ IMS'-ZZW i ^ PI(L*

-ThiTU deXf&ee, ftrfeMfJcd -f c-i-ua/ b/tVeXfyr /><f AHc^fiioJ di<f<'h~A f peMeA^-T^C^/
/igjq bjdh do hWtf lAfV&J 0*i ft -h\&sj <20///?6ld rfclutf i^ho h#s Nou> died V,2*>?-o.

tuc+ * a>id^ Add o*R 6<eJe£ej ■£> fit/e.'fuf 0*1 /o yi*zd 'Z'-I&z
<rs,/7i*= /,1/^U di/h& SgAwA Fl&SMih eW1. '32.^^.id(<<>). Wl&MjAiq hrf S^qHdo<2-

U1 d-l^/2}&<uy)6oJ] o Ff dc^'i/i <?U(mH o fkAde4 A ^ * fidaFoao fjZJXXLa V ̂ JplZ 
HhfiflhFtt >Gqa‘d$X ttu/dMd o£ M)aL6>£$ U-MCJL {neq<Ml h**/, Kn&i<M li\Pd 
^ifC^ULd I a < cocidk, (ktoa-tfi# a<> d£C& iiFiQCB) Required gsuJ A*r 
l diefedly FM\SX^jtJa id~&coAqiA qxAed )a/ P/a

m£ff&
PUrf foiht $6b&(tLd> Ch^H±eAf^/Z fo /M ulodRpRXToP6t(Lv

i i/jifl'v ir*,t hiW ^A/ 0otUflbl Add CA£e /haf /lXz.eia(tv
-& ft&L /* &>*/*&*-J H thJLuZ* s:^\o> pj^. /q qx~ - Z^c/^

(pfye- (2d MdO£d &A£h by ReVMaltedho/Jtlcfai'OAA/fjUdCou^ded VFa/-£ 
CodtyCboM -foot usrfS A(O /oMfeP <?p<W /c direct ct/2 CoCJa k/Za( aUacP 
yd rkCifi O/jJd £l“jh n rh&SC fid d £e q < 9f2.fi fi 6ia dou^pdAS# A ^UlsU J
(.D^*) .PtdeoM (A txSadl^lAd^hl) CltpPX. i Ad fi 14 0, fi^dkaX htA/Ztsx&f ashzj 
pUdckPjiJ he Kete<s¥LjKd he Pc/ ^iJ Uo ivk&ZtL s&-iX

1$XStpx® ®Ufa it id pwlcdte* ~Pj¥OU( J MJ4o &AA 4*cl<. /o fr/A M ^ frALudkdf**f 
XzfomJoR6*£+t*i feCeUirf r.fJxfrt e pci %t JjXU£JL£Am^ Kero (le/h&Aff 
AtdPH<?. H'/Pd, 2 £zmi\, YuM 2rJ,Jky k4Jh UtP
ri73ij?rXJZ~clo 5ci Telccufdh^ fo MfffiStiMA &otj hdes ^ud,
2<j ltd yk i“f he Aid bud chdd ACtAtdCP uLe&£2>A OsUS'h'kwM

rthld 6tl$ ZAlflAtS Iq£/ pu*lL$/iCA Z&dcL PesjXi)O&dQd /a/
QeoPiiA MdM 4u IrtJJS id efteci cal btcewMX % iqq$p 7^4
''26L//S CRi-sp ^ hiouj 5 ftloUh^euoc&Pod* XPpteod do ~Sif$ FI A

l 7 d'PC^SS i vC l/)A d/tnCAtJ'Affi /Vddgt't P pz>* 2t/\, , k&‘{k&<t frf¥d<l£. hi *4 t&U) Ush&yJ 
Kioto Mt*<> is Uzedat A esferjlwt eleyry^jf o / AU^ihc£ Ch a^ o^cloPRU
I eiolo cddiPACi ioolv(JL be. <(k)iAiU)£/loA61. A// /^/J3 (a/ X/a oifcd
ti»fu
Lokjte.u7 CoAiq££<& id 2go6 cl 1 d ALodR) lp>fU St&XSL RdfTylCPpX
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REASONS FOR GRANTING THE PETITION
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CONCLUSION

The petition for a writ of certiorari should be granted.

Respectfully submitted,

T ^01^9? /A -nil i n (

Date:

ivs% >CAROLYN MCCUNE .
Notary Public p
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