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APPENDIX E. MASSACHUSETTS STATUTORY PROVISIONS INVOLVED 

Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140, § 121 (2021) 

Section 121. As used in sections 122 to 131Y, inclusive, the following words shall, 
unless the context clearly requires otherwise, have the following meanings:— 
''Ammunition'', cartridges or cartridge cases, primers (igniter), bullets or propellant 
powder designed for use in any firearm, rifle or shotgun. The term ''ammunition'' 
shall also mean tear gas cartridges. 

''Assault weapon'', shall have the same meaning as a semiautomatic assault weapon 
as defined in the federal Public Safety and Recreational Firearms Use Protection Act, 
18 U.S.C. section 921(a)(30) as appearing in such section on September 13, 1994, and 
shall include, but not be limited to, any of the weapons, or copies or duplicates of the 
weapons, of any caliber, known as: (i) Avtomat Kalashnikov (AK) (all models); (ii) 
Action Arms Israeli Military Industries UZI and Galil; (iii) Beretta Ar70 (SC–70); (iv) 
Colt AR–15; (v) Fabrique National FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC; (vi) SWD M–10, M–
11, M–11/9 and M–12; (vi) Steyr AUG; (vii) INTRATEC TEC–9, TEC–DC9 and TEC–
22; and (viii) revolving cylinder shotguns, such as, or similar to, the Street Sweeper 
and Striker 12; provided, however, that the term assault weapon shall not include: (i) 
any of the weapons, or replicas or duplicates of such weapons, specified in appendix 
A to 18 U.S.C. section 922 as appearing in such appendix on September 13, 1994, as 
such weapons were manufactured on October 1, 1993; (ii) any weapon that is operated 
by manual bolt, pump, lever or slide action; (iii) any weapon that has been rendered 
permanently inoperable or otherwise rendered permanently unable to be designated 
a semiautomatic assault weapon; (iv) any weapon that was manufactured prior to the 
year 1899; (v) any weapon that is an antique or relic, theatrical prop or other weapon 
that is not capable of firing a projectile and which is not intended for use as a 
functional weapon and cannot be readily modified through a combination of available 
parts into an operable assault weapon; (vi) any semiautomatic rifle that cannot accept 
a detachable magazine that holds more than five rounds of ammunition; or (vii) any 
semiautomatic shotgun that cannot hold more than five rounds of ammunition in a 
fixed or detachable magazine. 
''Bump stock'', any device for a weapon that increases the rate of fire achievable with 
such weapon by using energy from the recoil of the weapon to generate a reciprocating 
action that facilitates repeated activation of the trigger. 

''Conviction'', a finding or verdict of guilt or a plea of guilty, whether or not final 
sentence is imposed. 
''Court'', as used in sections 131R to 131Y, inclusive, the division of the district court 
department or the Boston municipal court department of the trial court having 
jurisdiction in the city or town in which the respondent resides. 
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''Deceptive weapon device'', any device that is intended to convey the presence of a 
rifle, shotgun or firearm that is used in the commission of a violent crime, as defined 
in this section, and which presents an objective threat of immediate death or serious 
bodily harm to a person of reasonable and average sensibility. 

''Extreme risk protection order'', an order by the court ordering the immediate 
suspension and surrender of any license to carry firearms or firearm identification 
card which the respondent may hold and ordering the respondent to surrender all 
firearms, rifles, shotguns, machine guns, weapons or ammunition which the 
respondent then controls, owns or possesses; provided, however, that an extreme risk 
protection order shall be in effect for up to 1 year from the date of issuance and may 
be renewed upon petition. 

''Family or household member'', a person who: (i) is or was married to the respondent; 
(ii) is or was residing with the respondent in the same household; (iii) is or was related 
by blood or marriage to the respondent; (iv) has or is having a child in common with 
the respondent, regardless of whether they have ever married or lived together; (v) is 
or has been in a substantive dating relationship with the respondent; or (vi) is or has 
been engaged to the respondent. 

''Firearm'', a stun gun or a pistol, revolver or other weapon of any description, loaded 
or unloaded, from which a shot or bullet can be discharged and of which the length of 
the barrel or barrels is less than 16 inches or 18 inches in the case of a shotgun as 
originally manufactured; provided, however, that the term firearm shall not include 
any weapon that is: (i) constructed in a shape that does not resemble a handgun, 
short-barreled rifle or short-barreled shotgun including, but not limited to, covert 
weapons that resemble key-chains, pens, cigarette-lighters or cigarette-packages; or 
(ii) not detectable as a weapon or potential weapon by x-ray machines commonly used 
at airports or walk- through metal detectors. 

''Gunsmith'', any person who engages in the business of repairing, altering, cleaning, 
polishing, engraving, blueing or performing any mechanical operation on any firearm, 
rifle, shotgun or machine gun. 
''Imitation firearm'', any weapon which is designed, manufactured or altered in such 
a way as to render it incapable of discharging a shot or bullet. 

''Large capacity feeding device'', (i) a fixed or detachable magazine, box, drum, feed 
strip or similar device capable of accepting, or that can be readily converted to accept, 
more than ten rounds of ammunition or more than five shotgun shells; or (ii) a large 
capacity ammunition feeding device as defined in the federal Public Safety and 
Recreational Firearms Use Protection Act, 18 U.S.C. section 921(a)(31) as appearing 
in such section on September 13, 1994. The term ''large capacity feeding device'' shall 
not include an attached tubular device designed to accept, and capable of operating 
only with,.22 caliber ammunition. 
''Large capacity weapon'', any firearm, rifle or shotgun: (i) that is semiautomatic with 
a fixed large capacity feeding device; (ii) that is semiautomatic and capable of 
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accepting, or readily modifiable to accept, any detachable large capacity feeding 
device; (iii) that employs a rotating cylinder capable of accepting more than ten 
rounds of ammunition in a rifle or firearm and more than five shotgun shells in the 
case of a shotgun or firearm; or (iv) that is an assault weapon. The term ''large 
capacity weapon'' shall be a secondary designation and shall apply to a weapon in 
addition to its primary designation as a firearm, rifle or shotgun and shall not include: 
(i) any weapon that was manufactured in or prior to the year 1899; (ii) any weapon 
that operates by manual bolt, pump, lever or slide action; (iii) any weapon that is a 
single-shot weapon; (iv) any weapon that has been modified so as to render it 
permanently inoperable or otherwise rendered permanently unable to be designated 
a large capacity weapon; or (v) any weapon that is an antique or relic, theatrical prop 
or other weapon that is not capable of firing a projectile and which is not intended for 
use as a functional weapon and cannot be readily modified through a combination of 
available parts into an operable large capacity weapon. 

''Length of barrel'' or ''barrel length'', that portion of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or 
machine gun through which a shot or bullet is driven, guided or stabilized and shall 
include the chamber. 
''Licensing authority'', the chief of police or the board or officer having control of the 
police in a city or town, or persons authorized by them. 

''Machine gun'', a weapon of any description, by whatever name known, loaded or 
unloaded, from which a number of shots or bullets may be rapidly or automatically 
discharged by one continuous activation of the trigger, including a submachine gun; 
provided, however, that ''machine gun'' shall include bump stocks and trigger cranks. 
''Petition'', a request filed with the court by a petitioner for the issuance or renewal 
of an extreme risk protection order. 
''Petitioner'', the family or household member, or the licensing authority of the 
municipality where the respondent resides, filing a petition. 
''Purchase'' and ''sale'' shall include exchange; the word ''purchaser'' shall include 
exchanger; and the verbs ''sell'' and ''purchase'', in their different forms and tenses, 
shall include the verb exchange in its appropriate form and tense. 
''Respondent'', the person identified as the respondent in a petition against whom an 
extreme risk protection order is sought. 
''Rifle'', a weapon having a rifled bore with a barrel length equal to or greater than 16 
inches and capable of discharging a shot or bullet for each pull of the trigger. 
''Sawed-off shotgun'', any weapon made from a shotgun, whether by alteration, 
modification or otherwise, if such weapon as modified has one or more barrels less 
than 18 inches in length or as modified has an overall length of less than 26 inches. 
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''Semiautomatic'', capable of utilizing a portion of the energy of a firing cartridge to 
extract the fired cartridge case and chamber the next round, and requiring a separate 
pull of the trigger to fire each cartridge. 

''Shotgun'', a weapon having a smooth bore with a barrel length equal to or greater 
than 18 inches with an overall length equal to or greater than 26 inches, and capable 
of discharging a shot or bullet for each pull of the trigger. 
''Stun gun'', a portable device or weapon, regardless of whether it passes an electrical 
shock by means of a dart or projectile via a wire lead, from which an electrical current, 
impulse, wave or beam that is designed to incapacitate temporarily, injure or kill may 
be directed. 

''Substantive dating relationship'', a relationship as determined by the court after 
consideration of the following factors: (i) the length of time of the relationship; (ii) the 
type of relationship; (iii) the frequency of interaction between the parties; and (iv) if 
the relationship has been terminated by either person, the length of time elapsed 
since the termination of the relationship. 

''Trigger crank'', any device to be attached to a weapon that repeatedly activates the 
trigger of the weapon through the use of a lever or other part that is turned in a 
circular motion; provided, however, that ''trigger crank'' shall not include any weapon 
initially designed and manufactured to fire through the use of a crank or lever. 
''Violent crime'', shall mean any crime punishable by imprisonment for a term 
exceeding one year, or any act of juvenile delinquency involving the use or possession 
of a deadly weapon that would be punishable by imprisonment for such term if 
committed by an adult, that: (i) has as an element the use, attempted use or 
threatened use of physical force or a deadly weapon against the person of another; (ii) 
is burglary, extortion, arson or kidnapping; (iii) involves the use of explosives; or (iv) 
otherwise involves conduct that presents a serious risk of physical injury to another. 
''Weapon'', any rifle, shotgun or firearm. 

Where the local licensing authority has the power to issue licenses or cards under 
this chapter, but no such licensing authority exists, any resident or applicant may 
apply for such license or firearm identification card directly to the colonel of state 
police and said colonel shall for this purpose be the licensing authority. 
The provisions of sections 122 to 129D, inclusive, and sections 131, 131A, 131B and 
131E shall not apply to: 

(A) any firearm, rifle or shotgun manufactured in or prior to the year 1899; 
(B) any replica of any firearm, rifle or shotgun described in clause (A) if such replica: 
(i) is not designed or redesigned for using rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed 
ammunition; or (ii) uses rimfire or conventional centerfire fixed ammunition which is 
no longer manufactured in the United States and which is not readily available in 
the ordinary channels of commercial trade; and 
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(C) manufacturers or wholesalers of firearms, rifles, shotguns or machine guns. 
 

Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140, § 129B (2021) 

Section 129B. A firearm identification card shall be issued and possessed subject to 
the following conditions and restrictions: 

(1) Any person residing or having a place of business within the jurisdiction of the 
licensing authority or any person residing in an area of exclusive federal jurisdiction 
located within a city or town may submit to the licensing authority an application for 
a firearm identification card, or renewal of the same, which the licensing authority 
shall issue if it appears that the applicant is not a prohibited person. A prohibited 
person shall be a person who: 

(i) has ever, in a court of the commonwealth, been convicted or adjudicated a youthful 
offender or delinquent child, or both as defined in section 52 of chapter 119, for the 
commission of: (A) a felony; (B) a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for more 
than 2 years ; (C) a violent crime as defined in section 121; (D) a violation of any law 
regulating the use, possession, ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental, 
receipt or transportation of weapons or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment 
may be imposed; (E) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of 
controlled substances, as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C, including, but not 
limited to, a violation under said chapter 94C; or (F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(33); provided, however, that, except for the 
commission of a felony, a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, a violent crime or 
a crime involving the trafficking of controlled substances, if the applicant has been so 
convicted or adjudicated or released from confinement, probation or parole 
supervision for such conviction or adjudication, whichever occurs last, for 5 or more 
years immediately preceding such application, then the applicant's right or ability to 
possess a non-large capacity rifle or shotgun shall be deemed restored in the 
commonwealth with respect to such conviction or adjudication and that conviction or 
adjudication shall not disqualify the applicant for a firearm identification card; 
(ii) has, in any other state or federal jurisdiction, been convicted or adjudicated a 
youthful offender or delinquent child for the commission of: (A) a felony; (B) a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for more than 2 years; (C) a violent crime 
as defined in section 121; (D) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession, 
ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental, receipt or transportation of 
weapons or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment may be imposed; (E) a 
violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of controlled substances, as 
defined in section 1 of chapter 94C, including, but not limited to, a violation under 
said chapter 94C; or (F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as defined in 18 
U.S.C. 921(a)(33); provided, however, that, except for the commission of felony, a 
misdemeanor crime of domestic violence, a violent crime or a crime involving the 
trafficking of weapons or controlled substances, if the applicant has been so convicted 
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or adjudicated or released from confinement, probation or parole supervision for such 
conviction or adjudication, whichever occurs last, for 5 or more years immediately 
preceding such application and the applicant's right or ability to possess a rifle or 
shotgun has been fully restored in the jurisdiction wherein the conviction or 
adjudication was entered, then the conviction or adjudication shall not disqualify 
such applicant for a firearm identification card; 
(iii) is or has been: (A) except in the case of a commitment pursuant to sections 35 or 
36C of chapter 123, committed to any hospital or institution for mental illness, alcohol 
or substance abuse, unless after 5 years from the date of the confinement, the 
applicant submits with the application an affidavit of a licensed physician or clinical 
psychologist attesting that such physician or psychologist is familiar with the 
applicant's mental illness, alcohol or substance abuse and that in the physician's or 
psychologist's opinion the applicant is not disabled by a mental illness, alcohol or 
substance abuse in a manner that should prevent the applicant from possessing a 
firearm, rifle or shotgun; (B) committed by an order of a court to any hospital or 
institution for mental illness, unless the applicant was granted a petition for relief of 
the court's order pursuant to said section 36C of said chapter 123 and submits a copy 
of the order for relief with the application; (C) subject to an order of the probate court 
appointing a guardian or conservator for a incapacitated person on the grounds that 
that applicant lacks the mental capacity to contract or manage affairs, unless the 
applicant was granted a petition for relief pursuant to section 56C of chapter 215 and 
submits a copy of the order for relief with the application; or (D) found to be a person 
with an alcohol use disorder or substance use disorder or both and committed 
pursuant to said section 35 of said chapter 123, unless the applicant was granted a 
petition for relief of the court's order pursuant to said section 35 of said chapter 123 
and submits a copy of the order for relief with the application; 
(iv) is at the time of the application younger than 14 years of age; provided however 
that the applicant shall not be issued the card until the applicant reaches the age of 
15. 
(v) is at the time of the application more than 14 but less than 18 years of age, unless 
the applicant submits with the application a certificate of a parent or guardian 
granting the applicant permission to apply for a card; 
(vi) is an alien who does not maintain lawful permanent residency; 

(vii) is currently subject to: (A) an order for suspension or surrender issued pursuant 
to section 3B or 3C of chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; 
(B) a permanent or temporary protection order issued pursuant to chapter 209A, a 
similar order issued by another jurisdiction, including an order described in 18 U.S.C. 
922(g)(8); or (C) an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to sections 131R to 
131X, inclusive, or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; 

(viii) is currently the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant in any state or federal 
jurisdiction; 
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(ix) has been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under 
dishonorable conditions; 
(x) is a fugitive from justice; or 

(xi) having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced that citizenship. 
(1.5)(a) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) to the contrary, the licensing authority may 
file a petition to request that an applicant be denied the issuance or renewal of a 
firearm identification card, or to suspend or revoke such a card in the district court 
of jurisdiction. If the licensing authority files any such petition it shall be 
accompanied by written notice to the applicant describing the specific evidence in the 
petition. Such petition shall be founded upon a written statement of the reasons for 
supporting a finding of unsuitability pursuant to subsection (d). 
(b) Upon the filing of a petition to deny the issuance or renewal of a firearm 
identification card, the court shall within 90 days hold a hearing to determine if the 
applicant is unsuitable under subsection (d) of this paragraph. Such a petition shall 
serve to stay the issuance or renewal of the firearm identification card pending a 
judicial determination on such petition. 
(c) Upon the filing of a petition to suspend or revoke a firearm identification card, the 
court shall within 15 days determine whether there is sufficient evidence to support 
a finding that the applicant is unsuitable. Such petition shall serve to effect the 
suspension or revocation pending a judicial determination on the sufficiency of 
evidence. If a court determines that insufficient evidence exists to support a finding 
of unsuitability, the licensing authority shall not file a petition under this subsection 
for the same applicant within 75 days of the licensing authority's previous petition 
for that applicant. If a court determines that sufficient evidence exists to support a 
finding of unsuitability, the court shall within 75 days hold a hearing to determine if 
the applicant is unsuitable under subsection (d); provided, however, that such initial 
suspension or revocation shall remain in effect pending a judicial determination 
thereon. 

(d) A determination of unsuitability shall be based on a preponderance of evidence 
that there exists: (i) reliable, articulable, and credible information that the applicant 
has exhibited or engaged in behavior to suggest the applicant could potentially create 
a risk to public safety; or (ii) existing factors that suggest that the applicant could 
potentially create a risk to public safety. If a court enters a judgment that an 
applicant is unsuitable the court shall notify the applicant in a writing setting forth 
the specific reasons for such determination. If a court has not entered a judgment 
that an applicant is unsuitable under this clause within 90 days for petitions under 
clause (ii) or within 75 days under clause (iii), the court shall enter a judgment that 
the applicant is suitable for the purposes of this paragraph. 

(2) Within seven days of the receipt of a completed application for a card, the licensing 
authority shall forward one copy of the application and one copy of the applicant's 
fingerprints to the colonel of state police, who shall, within 30 days, advise the 



 8 

licensing authority, in writing, of any disqualifying criminal record of the applicant 
arising from within or without the commonwealth and whether there is reason to 
believe that the applicant is disqualified for any of the foregoing reasons from 
possessing a card; provided, however, that the taking of fingerprints shall not be 
required in issuing the renewal of a card if the renewal applicant's fingerprints are 
on file with the department of state police. In searching for any disqualifying history 
of the applicant, the colonel shall utilize, or cause to be utilized, files maintained by 
the department of mental health, department of probation and statewide and 
nationwide criminal justice, warrant and protection order information systems and 
files including, but not limited to, the National Instant Criminal Background Check 
System. If the information available to the colonel does not indicate that the 
possession of a non-large capacity rifle or shotgun by the applicant would be in 
violation of state or federal law, he shall certify such fact, in writing, to the licensing 
authority within such 30 day period. The licensing authority shall provide to the 
applicant a receipt indicating that it received the applicant's application. The receipt 
shall be provided to the applicant within 7 days by mail if the application was received 
by mail or immediately if the application was made in person; provided, however, 
that the receipt shall include the applicants' name, address, current firearm 
identification card number, if any, the current card's expiration date, if any, the date 
when the application was received by the licensing authority, the name of the 
licensing authority and its agent that received the application, the licensing 
authority's address and telephone number, the type of application and whether it is 
an application for a new card or for renewal of an existing card; and provided further, 
that a copy of the receipt shall be kept by the licensing authority for not less than 1 
year and a copy shall be furnished to the applicant if requested by the applicant. 
(3) The licensing authority may not prescribe any other condition for the issuance of 
a firearm identification card and shall, within 40 days from the date of application, 
either approve the application and issue the license or deny the application and notify 
the applicant of the reason for such denial in writing; provided, however, that no such 
card shall be issued unless the colonel has certified, in writing, that the information 
available to him does not indicate that the possession of a rifle or shotgun by the 
applicant would be in violation of state or federal law. 
(4) A firearm identification card shall be revoked or suspended by the licensing 
authority or his designee upon the occurrence of any event that would have 
disqualified the holder from being issued such card or from having such card renewed 
or for a violation of a restriction provided under this section. Any revocation or 
suspension of a card shall be in writing and shall state the reasons therefor. Upon 
revocation or suspension, the licensing authority shall take possession of such card 
and receipt for fee paid for such card, and the person whose card is so revoked or 
suspended shall take all action required under the provisions of section 129D. No 
appeal or post-judgment motion shall operate to stay such revocation or suspension. 
Notices of revocation and suspension shall be forwarded to the commissioner of the 
department of criminal justice information services and the commissioner of 
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probation and shall be included in the criminal justice information system. A revoked 
or suspended card may be reinstated only upon the termination of all disqualifying 
conditions. 

(5) Any applicant or holder aggrieved by a denial, revocation or suspension of a 
firearm identification card, unless a hearing has previously been held pursuant to 
chapter 209A, may, within either 90 days after receipt of notice of such denial, 
revocation or suspension or within 90 days after the expiration of the time limit in 
which the licensing authority is required to respond to the applicant, file a petition to 
obtain judicial review in the district court having jurisdiction in the city or town 
wherein the applicant filed for or was issued such card. A justice of such court, after 
a hearing, may direct that a card be issued or reinstated to the petitioner if the justice 
finds that such petitioner is not prohibited by law from possessing such card. 

(6) A firearm identification card shall not entitle a holder thereof to possess: (i) a large 
capacity firearm or large capacity feeding device therefor, except under a license 
issued to a shooting club as provided under section 131 or under the direct supervision 
of a holder of a license issued to an individual under said section 131 at an 
incorporated shooting club or licensed shooting range; or (ii) a non-large capacity 
firearm or large capacity rifle or shotgun or large capacity feeding device therefor, 
except under a license issued to a shooting club as provided under said section 131 or 
under the direct supervision of a holder of a license issued to an individual under said 
section 131 at an incorporated shooting club or licensed shooting range. A firearm 
identification card shall not entitle a holder thereof to possess any rifle or shotgun 
that is, or in such manner that is, otherwise prohibited by law. A firearm 
identification card issued pursuant to subclause (vi) of clause (1) of section 122D, shall 
be valid to purchase and possess chemical mace, pepper spray or other similarly 
propelled liquid, gas or powder designed to temporarily incapacitate. Except as 
otherwise provided herein, a firearm identification card shall not be valid for the use, 
possession, ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental or transportation of a 
rifle or shotgun if such rifle or shotgun is a large capacity weapon as defined in section 
121. 
(7) A firearm identification card shall be in a standard form provided by the 
commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services in a size and 
shape equivalent to that of a license to operate motor vehicles issued by the registry 
of motor vehicles pursuant to section 8 of chapter 90 and shall contain an 
identification number, name, address, photograph, fingerprint, place and date of 
birth, height, weight, hair color, eye color and signature of the cardholder and shall 
be marked ''Firearm Identification Card'' and shall provide in a legible font size and 
style the phone numbers for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline and the 
Samaritans Statewide Helpline. If a firearm identification card is issued for the sole 
purpose of purchasing or possessing chemical mace, pepper spray or other similarly 
propelled liquid, gas or powder designed to temporarily incapacitate, such card shall 
clearly state that such card is valid for such limited purpose only. The application for 
such card shall be made in a standard form provided by the commissioner of the 
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department of criminal justice information services which shall require the applicant 
to affirmatively state, under the pains and penalties of perjury, that he is not 
disqualified on any of the grounds enumerated in clauses (i) to (ix), inclusive, from 
being issued such card. 

(8) Any person who knowingly files an application containing false information shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 or by imprisonment 
for not less than six months nor more than two years in a house of correction, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 
(9) A firearm identification card shall be valid, unless revoked or suspended, for a 
period of not more than 6 years from the date of issuance, except that if the cardholder 
applied for renewal before the card expired, the card shall remain valid after the 
expiration date on the card for all lawful purposes, until the application for renewal 
is approved or denied; provided, however, if the cardholder is on active duty with the 
armed forces of the United States on the expiration date of the card, the card shall 
remain valid until the cardholder is released from active duty and for a period of not 
less than 180 days following such release, except that if the cardholder applied for 
renewal prior to the end of such period, the card shall remain valid after the 
expiration date on the card for all lawful purposes, until the application for renewal 
is approved or denied. A card issued on February 29 shall expire on March 1. The 
commissioner of criminal justice information services shall send electronically or by 
first class mail to the holder of a firearm identification card, a notice of the expiration 
of the card not less than 90 days before its expiration and shall enclose with the notice 
a form for the renewal of the card. The form for renewal shall include an affidavit 
whereby the applicant shall verify that the applicant has not lost a firearm or had a 
firearm stolen from the applicant's possession since the date of the applicant's last 
renewal or issuance. The commissioner of criminal justice information services shall 
include in the notice all pertinent information about the penalties that may be 
imposed if the firearm identification card is not renewed. The commissioner of 
criminal justice information services shall provide electronic notice of expiration only 
upon the request of a cardholder. A request for electronic notice of expiration shall be 
forwarded to the department on a form furnished by the commissioner. Any electronic 
address maintained by the department to provide electronic notice of expiration shall 
be considered a firearms record and shall not be disclosed except as provided in 
section 10 of chapter 66. 
(9A) Except as provided in paragraph (9B), the fee for an application for a firearm 
identification card shall be $100, which shall be payable to the licensing authority 
and shall not be prorated or refunded in the case of revocation or denial. The licensing 
authority shall retain $25 of the fee; $50 of the fee shall be deposited in the General 
Fund; and $25 of the fee shall be deposited in the Firearms Fingerprint Identity 
Verification Trust Fund. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, 
licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly that portion of the firearm identification 
card application fee which is to be deposited into the General Fund, not later than 
January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. 



 11 

(9B) The application fee for a firearm identification card issued for the sole purpose 
of purchasing or possessing chemical mace, pepper spray or other similarly propelled 
liquid, gas or powder designed to temporarily incapacitate shall be $25, which shall 
be payable to the licensing authority and shall not be prorated or refunded in the case 
of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain 50 per cent of the fee and 
the remaining portion shall be deposited in the General Fund. Notwithstanding any 
general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly 
that portion of the firearm identification card application fee which is to be deposited 
into the General Fund, not later than January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each 
year. There shall be no application fee for the renewal of a firearm identification card 
issued under this paragraph. 
A firearm identification card issued under this paragraph shall display, in clear and 
conspicuous language, that the card shall be valid only for the purpose of purchasing 
or possessing chemical mace, pepper spray or other similarly propelled liquid, gas or 
powder designed to temporarily incapacitate. 
(9C) Except as provided in paragraph (9B), the fee for an application for a firearm 
identification card for any person under the age of 18 shall be $25, which shall be 
payable to the licensing authority and shall not be prorated or refunded in the case 
of revocation or denial. The licensing authority shall retain 50 per cent of the fee and 
the remaining portion shall be deposited into the General Fund. Notwithstanding any 
general or special law to the contrary, licensing authorities shall deposit quarterly 
that portion of the firearm identification card application fee which is to be deposited 
into the General Fund, not later than January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 of each 
year. 
(10) Any person over the age of 70 shall be exempt from the requirement of paying a 
renewal fee for a firearm identification card. 

(11) A cardholder shall notify, in writing, the licensing authority that issued such 
card, the chief of police into whose jurisdiction such cardholder moves and the 
executive director of the criminal history systems board of any change of address. 
Such notification shall be made by certified mail within 30 days of its occurrence. 
Failure to so notify shall be cause for revocation or suspension of such card. 

(12) Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of chapter 269, any person in 
possession of a non-large capacity rifle or shotgun whose firearm identification card 
issued under this section is invalid for the sole reason that it has expired, not 
including licenses that remain valid under paragraph (9) because the licensee applied 
for renewal before the license expired, but who shall not be disqualified from renewal 
upon application therefor under this section, shall be subject to a civil fine of not less 
than $100 nor more than $5,000 and the provisions of said section 10 of said chapter 
269 shall not apply; provided, however, that the exemption from the provisions of said 
section 10 of said chapter 269 provided herein shall not apply if: (i) such firearm 
identification card has been revoked or suspended, unless such revocation or 
suspension was caused by failure to give notice of a change of address as required 
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under this section; (ii) revocation or suspension of such firearm identification card is 
pending, unless such revocation or suspension was caused by failure to give notice of 
a change of address as required under this section; or (iii) an application for renewal 
of such firearm identification card has been denied. Any law enforcement officer who 
discovers a person to be in possession of a rifle or shotgun after such person's firearm 
identification card has expired, meaning after 90 days beyond the stated expiration 
date on the card, or has been revoked or suspended solely for failure to give notice of 
a change of address shall confiscate any rifle or shotgun and such expired or 
suspended card then in possession, and such officer shall forward such card to the 
licensing authority by whom it was issued as soon as practicable. Any confiscated 
weapon shall be returned to the owner upon the renewal or reinstatement of such 
expired or suspended card within one year of such confiscation or such weapon may 
be otherwise disposed of in accordance with the provisions of section 129D. Pending 
the issuance of a renewed firearm identification card, a receipt for the fee paid, after 
five days following issuance, shall serve as a valid substitute and any rifle or shotgun 
so confiscated shall be returned, unless the applicant is disqualified. The provisions 
of this paragraph shall not apply if such person has a valid license to carry firearms 
issued under section 131 or 131F. 
(13) Upon issuance of a firearm identification card under this section, the licensing 
authority shall forward a copy of such approved application and card to the executive 
director of the criminal history systems board, who shall inform the licensing 
authority forthwith of the existence of any disqualifying condition discovered or 
occurring subsequent to the issuance of a firearm identification card under this 
section. 
(14) Nothing in this section shall authorize the purchase, possession or transfer of 
any weapon, ammunition or feeding device that is, or in such manner that is, 
prohibited by state or federal law. 

(15) The secretary of the executive office of public safety, or his designee, may 
promulgate regulations to carry out the purposes of this section. 

Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 140, § 129C (2021) 

Section 129C. No person, other than a licensed dealer or one who has been issued a 
license to carry a pistol or revolver or an exempt person as hereinafter described, 
shall own or possess any firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition unless he has been 
issued a firearm identification card by the licensing authority pursuant to the 
provisions of section one hundred and twenty-nine B. 

No person shall sell, give away, loan or otherwise transfer a rifle or shotgun or 
ammunition other than (a) by operation of law, or (b) to an exempt person as 
hereinafter described, or (c) to a licensed dealer, or (d) to a person who displays his 
firearm identification card, or license to carry a pistol or revolver. 
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A seller shall, within seven days, report all such transfers to the commissioner of the 
department of criminal justice information services according to the provisions set 
forth in section one hundred and twenty-eight A, and in the case of loss, theft or 
recovery of any firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun, a similar report shall be made 
forthwith to both the commissioner of the department of criminal justice information 
services and the licensing authority in the city or town where the owner resides. 
Whoever fails to report the loss or theft of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun or 
the recovery of a firearm, rifle, shotgun or machine gun previously reported lost or 
stolen to the commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services 
and the licensing authority in the city or town where the owner resides shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 for a first offense, by a 
fine of not less than $2,500 nor more than $7,500 for a second offense and by a fine of 
not less than $7,500 nor more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not less than 1 year 
nor more than 5 years, or by both such fine and imprisonment, for a third or 
subsequent offense. Failure to so report shall be a cause for suspension or permanent 
revocation of a person's firearm identification card or license to carry firearms, or 
both. Notwithstanding this paragraph or any general or special law to the contrary, 
no person, who in good faith, reports a loss or theft under this paragraph for the first 
time shall be subject to suspension, revocation or be considered unsuitable under 
section 131 for the renewal of a lawfully held firearm identification card or license to 
carry firearms; provided, however, that persons reporting loss or theft under this 
paragraph or under section 129B on a second or subsequent occasion may be subject 
to suspension, revocation or be considered unsuitable under said section 131 for the 
renewal of a lawfully held firearm identification card or license to carry firearms. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to the following exempted persons and 
uses: 
(a) Any device used exclusively for signalling or distress use and required or 
recommended by the United States Coast Guard or the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, or for the firing of stud cartridges, explosive rivets or similar industrial 
ammunition; 
(b) Federally licensed firearms manufacturers or wholesale dealers, or persons 
employed by them or by licensed dealers, or on their behalf, when possession of 
firearms, rifles or shotguns is necessary for manufacture, display, storage, transport, 
installation, inspection or testing; 

(c) To a person voluntarily surrendering a firearm, rifle or shotgun and ammunition 
therefor to a licensing authority, the colonel of the state police or his designee if prior 
written notice has been given by said person to the licensing authority or the colonel 
of the state police, stating the place and approximate time of said surrender; 
(d) The regular and ordinary transport of firearms, rifles or shotguns as merchandise 
by any common carrier; 
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(e) Possession by retail customers for the purpose of firing at duly licensed target 
concessions at amusement parks, piers and similar locations, provided that the 
firearms, rifles or shotguns to be so used are firmly chained or affixed to the counter 
and that the proprietor is in possession of a firearm identification card or license to 
carry firearms; 

(f) Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresident hunters 
with valid nonresident hunting licenses during hunting season; 
(g) Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresidents while 
on a firing or shooting range; 

(h) Possession of rifles and shotguns and ammunition therefor by nonresidents 
traveling in or through the commonwealth, providing that any rifles or shotguns are 
unloaded and enclosed in a case; 
(i) Possession of rifles and shotguns by nonresidents while at a firearm showing or 
display organized by a regularly existing gun collectors' club or association; 

(j) Any resident of the commonwealth returning after having been absent from the 
commonwealth for not less than 180 consecutive days or any new resident moving 
into the commonwealth, with respect to any firearm, rifle or shotgun and any 
ammunition therefor then in his possession, for 60 days after such return or entry 
into the commonwealth; 

(k) Any person under the age of fifteen with respect to the use of a rifle or shotgun by 
such person in hunting or target shooting, provided that such use is otherwise 
permitted by law and is under the immediate supervision of a person holding a 
firearm identification card or a license to carry firearms, or a duly commissioned 
officer, noncommissioned officer or enlisted member of the United States Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, Air Force or Coast Guard, or the National Guard or military service of 
the commonwealth or reserve components thereof, while in the performance of his 
duty; 

(l) The possession or utilization of any rifle or shotgun during the course of any 
television, movie, stage or other similar theatrical production, or by a professional 
photographer or writer for examination purposes in the pursuit of his profession, 
providing such possession or utilization is under the immediate supervision of a 
holder of a firearm identification card or a license to carry firearms; 
(m) The temporary holding, handling or firing of a firearm for examination, trial or 
instruction in the presence of a holder of a license to carry firearms, or the temporary 
holding, handling or firing of a rifle or shotgun for examination, trial or instruction 
in the presence of a holder of a firearm identification card, or where such holding, 
handling or firing is for a lawful purpose; 
(n) The transfer of a firearm, rifle or shotgun upon the death of an owner to his heir 
or legatee shall be subject to the provisions of this section, provided that said heir or 
legatee shall within one hundred and eighty days of such transfer, obtain a firearm 
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identification card or a license to carry firearms if not otherwise an exempt person 
who is qualified to receive such or apply to the licensing authority for such further 
limited period as may be necessary for the disposition of such firearm, rifle or 
shotgun; 

(o) Persons in the military or other service of any state or of the United States, and 
police officers and other peace officers of any jurisdiction, in the performance of their 
official duty or when duly authorized to possess them; 
(p) Carrying or possession by residents or nonresidents of so-called black powder 
rifles, shotguns, and ammunition therefor as described in such paragraphs (A) and 
(B) of the third paragraph of section 121, and the carrying or possession of 
conventional rifles, shotguns, and ammunition therefor by nonresidents who meet 
the requirements for such carrying or possession in the state in which they reside. 
[There is no clause (q).] 
(r) Possession by a veteran's organization chartered by the Congress of the United 
States, chartered by the commonwealth or recognized as a nonprofit tax-exempt 
organization by the Internal Revenue Service and possession by the members of any 
such organization when on official parade duty or ceremonial occasions. 
(s) Possession by federal, state and local historical societies, museums, and 
institutional collections open to the public, provided such firearms, rifles or shotguns 
are unloaded, properly housed and secured from unauthorized handling; 

(t) the possession of firearms, rifles, shotguns, machine guns and ammunition, by 
banks or institutional lenders, or their agents, servants or employees, when the same 
are possessed as collateral for a secured commercial transaction or as a result of a 
default under a secured commercial transaction. 
(u) Any nonresident who is eighteen years of age or older at the time of acquiring a 
rifle or shotgun from a licensed firearms dealer; provided, however, that such 
nonresident must hold a valid firearms license from his state of residence; provided, 
further, that the licensing requirements of such nonresident's state of residence are 
as stringent as the requirements of the commonwealth for a firearm identification 
card, as determined by the colonel of the state police who shall, annually, publish a 
list of those states whose requirements comply with the provisions of this clause. 
Any person, exempted by clauses (o), (p) and (q), purchasing a rifle or shotgun or 
ammunition therefor shall submit to the seller such full and clear proof of 
identification, including shield number, serial number, military or governmental 
order or authorization, military or other official identification, other state firearms 
license, or proof of nonresidence, as may be applicable. 
Nothing in this section shall permit the sale of rifles or shotguns or ammunition 
therefor to a minor under the age of eighteen in violation of section one hundred and 
thirty nor may any firearm be sold to a person under the age of 21 nor to any person 
who is not licensed to carry firearms under section one hundred and thirty-one unless 
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he presents a valid firearm identification card and a permit to purchase issued under 
section one hundred and thirty-one A, or presents such permit to purchase and is a 
properly documented exempt person as hereinbefore described. 

Nothing in this section shall permit the sale or transfer of a large capacity rifle, 
shotgun or firearm or large capacity feeding device therefor to a person not in 
possession of a license to carry firearms issued pursuant to section 131. 
The possession of a firearm identification card issued under section one hundred and 
twenty-nine B shall not entitle any person to carry a firearm in violation of section 
ten of chapter two hundred and sixty-nine and, the possession of a firearm 
identification card issued under section 129B shall not entitle any person to possess 
any large capacity rifle or shotgun or large capacity feeding device therefor in 
violation of subsection (m) of said section 10 of said chapter 269. 
Any person who, while not being within the limits of his own property or residence, 
or such person whose property or residence is under lawful search, and who is not 
exempt under this section, shall on demand of a police officer or other law 
enforcement officer, exhibit his license to carry firearms, or his firearm identification 
card or receipt for fee paid for such card, or, after January first, nineteen hundred 
and seventy, exhibit a valid hunting license issued to him which shall bear the 
number officially inscribed of such license to carry or card if any. Upon failure to do 
so such person may be required to surrender to such officer said firearm, rifle or 
shotgun which shall be taken into custody as under the provisions of section one 
hundred and twenty-nine D, except that such firearm, rifle or shotgun shall be 
returned forthwith upon presentation within thirty days of said license to carry 
firearms, firearm identification card or receipt for fee paid for such card or hunting 
license as hereinbefore described. Any person subject to the conditions of this 
paragraph may, even though no firearm, rifle or shotgun was surrendered, be 
required to produce within thirty days said license to carry firearms, firearm 
identification card or receipt for fee paid for such card, or said hunting license, failing 
which the conditions of section one hundred and twenty-nine D will apply. Nothing 
in this section shall prevent any person from being prosecuted for any violation of 
this chapter. 
 

Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 140, § 131  
 

Section 131. The issuance and possession of a license to carry firearms shall be subject 
to the following conditions and restrictions: 
(a) A license shall entitle a holder thereof of a license to purchase, rent, lease, borrow, 
possess and carry: (i) firearms, including large capacity firearms, and feeding devices 
and ammunition therefor, for all lawful purposes, subject to such restrictions relative 
to the possession, use or carrying of firearms as the licensing authority considers 
proper; and (ii) rifles and shotguns, including large capacity weapons, and feeding 
devices and ammunition therefor, for all lawful purposes; provided, however, that the 
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licensing authority may impose such restrictions relative to the possession, use or 
carrying of large capacity rifles and shotguns as it considers proper. A violation of a 
restriction imposed by the licensing authority under this paragraph shall be cause 
for suspension or revocation and shall, unless otherwise provided, be punished by a 
fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000; provided, however, that section 
10 of chapter 269 shall not apply to a violation of this paragraph. 
(b) The colonel of state police may, after an investigation, grant a license to a club or 
facility with an on-site shooting range or gallery, which club is incorporated under 
the laws of the commonwealth for the possession, storage and use of large capacity 
weapons, ammunition therefor and large capacity feeding devices for use with such 
weapons on the premises of the club; provided, however, that not less than 1 
shareholder of the club shall be qualified and suitable to be issued a license; and 
provided further, that such large capacity weapons and ammunition feeding devices 
may be used under the club license only by a member that possesses a valid firearm 
identification card issued pursuant to section 129B or a valid license to carry 
firearms, or by such other person that the club permits while under the direct 
supervision of a certified firearms safety instructor or club member who, in the case 
of a large capacity firearm, possesses a valid license to carry firearms or, in the case 
of a large capacity rifle or shotgun, possesses a valid license to carry firearms. The 
club shall not permit shooting at targets that depict human figures, human effigies, 
human silhouettes or any human images thereof, except by public safety personnel 
performing in line with their official duties. 
No large capacity weapon or large capacity feeding device shall be removed from the 
premises except to: (i) transfer the firearm or feeding device to a licensed dealer; (ii) 
transport the firearm or feeding device to a licensed gunsmith for repair; (iii) target, 
trap or skeet shoot on the premises of another club incorporated under the laws of 
the commonwealth and to transport thereto; (iv) attend an exhibition or educational 
project or event that is sponsored by, conducted under the supervision of or approved 
by a public law enforcement agency or a nationally or state recognized entity that 
promotes proficiency in or education about semiautomatic weapons and to transport 
thereto and therefrom; (v) hunt pursuant to chapter 131; or (vi) surrender the firearm 
or feeding device pursuant to section 129D. Any large capacity weapon or large 
capacity feeding device kept on the premises of a lawfully incorporated shooting club 
shall, when not in use, be secured in a locked container and shall be unloaded during 
any lawful transport. The clerk or other corporate officer of the club shall annually 
file a report with the colonel of state police and the commissioner of criminal justice 
information services listing all large capacity weapons and large capacity feeding 
devices owned or possessed under the license. The colonel or a designee may inspect 
all firearms owned or possessed by the club upon request during regular business 
hours and the colonel may revoke or suspend a club license for a violation of this 
chapter or chapter 269 relative to the ownership, use or possession of large capacity 
weapons or large capacity feeding devices. 
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(c) A license to carry firearms shall be valid to own, possess, purchase and transfer 
non-large capacity rifles and shotguns, consistent with the entitlements conferred by 
a firearm identification card issued under section 129B. 

(d) A person residing or having a place of business within the jurisdiction of the 
licensing authority or any law enforcement officer employed by the licensing 
authority or any person residing in an area of exclusive federal jurisdiction located 
within a city or town may submit to the licensing authority or the colonel of state 
police an application for a license to carry firearms, or renewal of the same, which the 
licensing authority or the colonel may issue if it appears that the applicant is not a 
prohibited person as set forth in this section to be issued a license and that the 
applicant has good reason to fear injury to the applicant or the applicant's property 
or for any other reason, including the carrying of firearms for use in sport or target 
practice only, subject to the restrictions expressed or authorized under this section. 
A prohibited person shall be a person who: 
(i) has, in a court of the commonwealth, been convicted or adjudicated a youthful 
offender or delinquent child, both as defined in section 52 of chapter 119, for the 
commission of (A) a felony; (B) a misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for more 
than 2 years; (C) a violent crime as defined in section 121; (D) a violation of any law 
regulating the use, possession, ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental, 
receipt or transportation of weapons or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment 
may be imposed; (E) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of a 
controlled substance as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C including, but not limited 
to, a violation of said chapter 94C; or (F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence 
as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(33); 

(ii) has, in any other state or federal jurisdiction, been convicted or adjudicated a 
youthful offender or delinquent child for the commission of (A) a felony; (B) a 
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for more than 2 years; (C) a violent crime 
as defined in section 121; (D) a violation of any law regulating the use, possession, 
ownership, transfer, purchase, sale, lease, rental, receipt or transportation of 
weapons or ammunition for which a term of imprisonment may be imposed; (E) a 
violation of any law regulating the use, possession or sale of a controlled substance 
as defined in said section 1 of said chapter 94C including, but not limited to, a 
violation of said chapter 94C; or (F) a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. 921(a)(33); 
(iii) is or has been (A) committed to a hospital or institution for mental illness, alcohol 
or substance abuse, except a commitment pursuant to sections 35 or 36C of chapter 
123, unless after 5 years from the date of the confinement, the applicant submits with 
the application an affidavit of a licensed physician or clinical psychologist attesting 
that such physician or psychologist is familiar with the applicant's mental illness, 
alcohol or substance abuse and that in the physician's or psychologist's opinion, the 
applicant is not disabled by a mental illness, alcohol or substance abuse in a manner 
that shall prevent the applicant from possessing a firearm, rifle or shotgun; (B) 
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committed by a court order to a hospital or institution for mental illness, unless the 
applicant was granted a petition for relief of the court order pursuant to said section 
36C of said chapter 123 and submits a copy of the court order with the application; 
(C) subject to an order of the probate court appointing a guardian or conservator for 
a incapacitated person on the grounds that the applicant lacks the mental capacity 
to contract or manage the applicant's affairs, unless the applicant was granted a 
petition for relief of the order of the probate court pursuant to section 56C of chapter 
215 and submits a copy of the order of the probate court with the application; or (D) 
found to be a person with an alcohol use disorder or substance use disorder or both 
and committed pursuant to said section 35 of said chapter 123, unless the applicant 
was granted a petition for relief of the court order pursuant to said section 35 and 
submits a copy of the court order with the application; 

(iv) is younger than 21 years of age at the time of the application; 
(v) is an alien who does not maintain lawful permanent residency; 
(vi) is currently subject to: (A) an order for suspension or surrender issued pursuant 
to sections 3B or 3C of chapter 209A or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; 
(B) a permanent or temporary protection order issued pursuant to said chapter 209A 
or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction, including any order described in 18 
U.S.C. 922(g)(8); or (C) an extreme risk protection order issued pursuant to sections 
131R to 131X, inclusive, or a similar order issued by another jurisdiction; 
(vii) is currently the subject of an outstanding arrest warrant in any state or federal 
jurisdiction; 

(viii) has been discharged from the armed forces of the United States under 
dishonorable conditions; 
(ix) is a fugitive from justice; or 
(x) having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced that citizenship. 

The licensing authority may deny the application or renewal of a license to carry, or 
suspend or revoke a license issued under this section if, in a reasonable exercise of 
discretion, the licensing authority determines that the applicant or licensee is 
unsuitable to be issued or to continue to hold a license to carry. A determination of 
unsuitability shall be based on: (i) reliable and credible information that the applicant 
or licensee has exhibited or engaged in behavior that suggests that, if issued a license, 
the applicant or licensee may create a risk to public safety; or (ii) existing factors that 
suggest that, if issued a license, the applicant or licensee may create a risk to public 
safety. Upon denial of an application or renewal of a license based on a determination 
of unsuitability, the licensing authority shall notify the applicant in writing setting 
forth the specific reasons for the determination in accordance with paragraph (e). 
Upon revoking or suspending a license based on a determination of unsuitability, the 
licensing authority shall notify the holder of a license in writing setting forth the 
specific reasons for the determination in accordance with paragraph (f). The 
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determination of unsuitability shall be subject to judicial review under said 
paragraph (f). 
(e) Within seven days of the receipt of a completed application for a license to carry 
or possess firearms, or renewal of same, the licensing authority shall forward one 
copy of the application and one copy of the applicant's fingerprints to the colonel of 
state police, who shall within 30 days advise the licensing authority, in writing, of 
any disqualifying criminal record of the applicant arising from within or without the 
commonwealth and whether there is reason to believe that the applicant is 
disqualified for any of the foregoing reasons from possessing a license to carry or 
possess firearms. In searching for any disqualifying history of the applicant, the 
colonel shall utilize, or cause to be utilized, files maintained by the department of 
probation and statewide and nationwide criminal justice, warrant and protection 
order information systems and files including, but not limited to, the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System. The colonel shall inquire of the commissioner 
of the department of mental health relative to whether the applicant is disqualified 
from being so licensed. If the information available to the colonel does not indicate 
that the possession of a firearm or large capacity firearm by the applicant would be 
in violation of state or federal law, he shall certify such fact, in writing, to the 
licensing authority within said 30 day period. 

The licensing authority may also make inquiries concerning the applicant to: (i) the 
commissioner of the department of criminal justice information services relative to 
any disqualifying condition and records of purchases, sales, rentals, leases and 
transfers of weapons or ammunition concerning the applicant; (ii) the commissioner 
of probation relative to any record contained within the department of probation or 
the statewide domestic violence record keeping system concerning the applicant; and 
(iii) the commissioner of the department of mental health relative to whether the 
applicant is a suitable person to possess firearms or is not a suitable person to possess 
firearms. The director or commissioner to whom the licensing authority makes such 
inquiry shall provide prompt and full cooperation for that purpose in any 
investigation of the applicant. 
The licensing authority shall, within 40 days from the date of application, either 
approve the application and issue the license or deny the application and notify the 
applicant of the reason for such denial in writing; provided, however, that no such 
license shall be issued unless the colonel has certified, in writing, that the information 
available to him does not indicate that the possession of a firearm or large capacity 
firearm by the applicant would be in violation of state or federal law. 
The licensing authority shall provide to the applicant a receipt indicating that it 
received the application. The receipt shall be provided to the applicant within 7 days 
by mail if the application was received by mail or immediately if the application was 
made in person; provided, however, that the receipt shall include the applicant's 
name and address; current license number and license expiration date, if any; the 
date the licensing authority received the application; the name, address and 
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telephone number of the licensing authority; the agent of the licensing authority that 
received the application; the type of application; and whether the application is for a 
new license or a renewal of an existing license. The licensing authority shall keep a 
copy of the receipt for not less than 1 year and shall furnish a copy to the applicant if 
requested by the applicant. 

(f) A license issued under this section shall be revoked or suspended by the licensing 
authority, or his designee, upon the occurrence of any event that would have 
disqualified the holder from being issued such license or from having such license 
renewed. A license may be revoked or suspended by the licensing authority if it 
appears that the holder is no longer a suitable person to possess such license. Any 
revocation or suspension of a license shall be in writing and shall state the reasons 
therefor. Upon revocation or suspension, the licensing authority shall take possession 
of such license and the person whose license is so revoked or suspended shall take all 
actions required under the provisions of section 129D. No appeal or post-judgment 
motion shall operate to stay such revocation or suspension. Notices of revocation and 
suspension shall be forwarded to the commissioner of the department of criminal 
justice information services and the commissioner of probation and shall be included 
in the criminal justice information system. A revoked or suspended license may be 
reinstated only upon the termination of all disqualifying conditions, if any. 

Any applicant or holder aggrieved by a denial, revocation, suspension or restriction 
placed on a license, unless a hearing has previously been held pursuant to chapter 
209A, may, within either 90 days after receiving notice of the denial, revocation or 
suspension or within 90 days after the expiration of the time limit during which the 
licensing authority shall respond to the applicant or, in the case of a restriction, any 
time after a restriction is placed on the license pursuant to this section, file a petition 
to obtain judicial review in the district court having jurisdiction in the city or town in 
which the applicant filed the application or in which the license was issued. If after a 
hearing a justice of the court finds that there was no reasonable ground for denying, 
suspending, revoking or restricting the license and that the petitioner is not 
prohibited by law from possessing a license, the justice may order a license to be 
issued or reinstated to the petitioner or may order the licensing authority to remove 
certain restrictions placed on the license. 
 

Mass. Gen. Laws ch. 140, § 131M (2021) 

Section 131M: Assault weapon or large capacity feeding device not lawfully possessed 
on September 13, 1994; sale, transfer or possession; punishment 

Section 131M. No person shall sell, offer for sale, transfer or possess an assault 
weapon or a large capacity feeding device that was not otherwise lawfully possessed 
on September 13, 1994. Whoever not being licensed under the provisions of section 
122 violates the provisions of this section shall be punished, for a first offense, by a 
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fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $10,000 or by imprisonment for not less 
than one year nor more than ten years, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and 
for a second offense, by a fine of not less than $5,000 nor more than $15,000 or by 
imprisonment for not less than five years nor more than 15 years, or by both such 
fine and imprisonment. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to: (i) the possession by a law 
enforcement officer; or (ii) the possession by an individual who is retired from service 
with a law enforcement agency and is not otherwise prohibited from receiving such a 
weapon or feeding device from such agency upon retirement. 
 

Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 212, § (6) 

Section 6. The court shall have original jurisdiction of all crimes. Crimes committed 
in that part of Scituate described in chapter three hundred and ninety-four of the acts 
of nineteen hundred and twelve shall be within the territorial jurisdiction of the court 
both in Norfolk county and in Plymouth county, and arrests and service of process in 
such cases may be made by an officer qualified to serve criminal process in Cohasset. 
Crimes committed in any part of Cambridge, Watertown or Newton lying in the 
Charles river basin shall be within the territorial jurisdiction of the court both in 
Middlesex county and in Suffolk county. 
 

Mass. Gen. Laws. ch. 269, § 10(h)(1) 
 
(h)(1) Whoever owns, possesses or transfers a firearm, rifle, shotgun or ammunition 
without complying with the provisions of section 129C of chapter 140 shall be 
punished by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than 2 years 
or by a fine of not more than $500. Whoever commits a second or subsequent violation 
of this paragraph shall be punished by imprisonment in a house of correction for not 
more than 2 years or by a fine of not more than $1,000, or both. Any officer authorized 
to make arrests may arrest without a warrant any person whom the officer has 
probable cause to believe has violated this paragraph. 


