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MR. BARNES: Okay. All right. All right. That's
fair. All right. Thank you.

(Court's Exhibit Number 5 was marked for
identification.)

MR. BARNES: Anything else you need -- want to know?
Any questions you have to ask me regarding the evidentiary
hearing I'm requesting?

THE COURT: Yes, sir. I want to know -- you've told
me that you want to subpoena Bob Hart, Mr. Hart, Robert
Hart, and David Tarr.

MR. BARNES: VYeah, all the people that I have on the
list, and -- and a lot more.

MS. GOLDBERG: Do you want me to share that —--

MR. BARNES: Yes, please.

THE COURT: Well, he sent me letters indicating
- differeﬁt letters indicating people he wants to be
present at the evidentiary hearing. The purpose of the
evidentiary hearing is going to be in your mind to show
that the State of South Carolina has systematically worked
to deprive you of the right to counsel --

MR. BARNES: Interfering with my right, yeah.

THE COURT: -- even though you're standing there with
a lawyer.
MR. BARNES: See, you -- see, this -- this -- once

again --
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THE COURT: How can I deprive --

MR. BARNES: You just told me that I have to take
this documentation that's stamped today and mail it to the
Edgefield County clerk's office, so in that it deals with
my situation with Ms. Kristy Goldberg. So we —-- 1 mean,
I'm kind of confused and I don't want to -- make sure that
I'm -—— I'm not messing myself up concerning my rights, but
you —- you asked me about her and I just gave you the --
the paperwork you just told me, okay, it was improperly
filed here in this court, so now what I'm gonna do, I'm
gonna -- when I get these copies back, I'm gonna send it
to the Edgefield County clerk of court like you told me --
instructed me to, then you can have that in front of you.

THE COURT: It's a declaratory Jjudgment request.

MR. BARNES: And it also has the motion to relieve
counsel and all that in there as well according to the --
the --

THE COURT: I thought you'd already filed a motion to
relieve counsel?

MR. BARNES: No, that's —-- well, I told you the two
courts that you said you don't know what they're gonna do
with it, but I also sent it to the State Supreme Court and
the South Carolina Court of Appeals.

THE COURT: If you filed something in the State

Supreme Court, you haven't filed it with us.
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MR. BARNES: Okay. Now you just --

THE COURT: If you file it with the U.S. Supreme
Court or the Fourth Circuit or the district court in South
Carolina, you haven't filed it with the Edgefield County
clerk of court's office. What I'm telling you is, those
people don't generally let me know that any of that stuff
has been filed. So if you're assuming that I know about
all of these things that you're sending to all these
different places, I can almost promise you I don't know
about it.

MR. BARNES: I agree with you.

THE COURT: The way I find out about it is likely,
the U.S. Supreme Court thing, when I'm on a weekend
starting my vacation and I find out there's a brief due
on Thursday about something. That's the first word I have
of anybody filing anything with the U.S. Supreme Court,
and I immediately set a hearing for that. I think it
was Tuesday; I came in, had the hearing, set it up so we
could find out what was going on. I'm not trying to delay
this. Honest to goodness nothing would please me better
than to get -- get us in posture where we can go to court,
we can resolve this, and if I'm right, I'm right; if I'm
wrong, I'm wrong, and -- and if the courts above me tell
me I'm wrong, then I was wrong. But I just -- right now

I'm having fundamental problems understanding how I am
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depriving you of your right to counsel when you have an
attorney sitting beside you and she's not the first one.

MR. BARNES: You're saying it right. I said the
State of South Carolina interfering with my right to
counsel. Now if you want to say that you've got something
to do with that or not, I'm not -- I'm not speaking to that
extent because you appointed her as my counsel, but as for
the record, you know, you're saying -- okay, I'm giving you
the documentation now, so the documentation is in front of
you right now, so if you want to, you know, take a recess
and look at it, I mean, so you can see why I'm saying about
Kristy Goldberg, that she's ineffective on a PCR hearing;
although you can't raise ineffective assistance of counsel
on a PCR counsel -- at a PCR hearing, so —-

THE COURT: If you want to make that a court's
exhibit for purposes of this hearing, we'll make a copy
of it, but what I'm telling you is that's not the same as
filing it.

MR. BARNES: Okay. This is -- this is Court's
Exhibit Number --

THE COURT: It will be the in the exhibit file at
the clerk's office, but it's not gonna be in the file
where they put motions on their roster.

MR. BARNES: Yeah, so —- you already instructed me on

that, so when I get back to the --
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THE COURT: Give that to the bailiff.

MR. BARNES: -- when I get back to the prison, I'm
gonna immediately mail it you.

THE COURT: And so you've told me either in these
documents or now what your position is. You want to fire
her -- you want to fire her and you want to have a full
evidentiary hearing representing yourself where you --
you explain to me how it is that I'm supposed to appoint
somebody else and I'm trying to figure out if this is
somebody that you get to pick or how that process goes.

MR. BARNES: See, Your Honor, I'm not -- I mean, I
wrote everything down.

THE COURT: Well, just tell me. What am I supposed
to do, Mr. Barnes? That's what I'm trying to find out
from you.

MR. BARNES: Let me -- let me explain to you again.

THE COURT: What would -- what is it that you think
that I am supposed to do to protect your rights, which I
think I'm bending over backwards to protect your rights,
what is it you think I'm supposed to do that -- that I'm
not doing to protect your right to have an attorney?

MR. BARNES: Your Honor --

THE COURT: And if you're challenging the overall
procedure like the funding, that the funding is

inadequate --
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MR. BARNES: No, not --

THE COURT: -- that part I understand, but you're
saying no.

MR. BARNES: Your -- Your Honor, once again, you
know, I went through the procedural history concerning
multiple instances of State and defense counsel -- I just
gave you the documentation regarding Kristy Goldberg that
you said that you was not aware of, and I apologize for
not sending it to Edgefield County clerk's office, and --
or —- or whatever the case may be, I violated court
procedures on that, I marked it as an exhibit, 1it's in
front of you right now. May the Court forgive me for not
going through court procedures on that because you was not
aware of -- with situation with Kristy Goldberg and now
since you're aware of it and it has everything in there --

THE COURT: Well, I'm not aware of it because I
haven't read -- it looks like over a hundred pages. 1
haven't read it. It's handwritten, single spaced. It's
gonna take me a while to read it --

MR. BARNES: Yeah, I understand.

THE COURT: -- and right now I've got a death penalty
thing I've been working on for a year that I've got to get
done and -- and it seems like every time I go through that
document -- those documents I have another question come

up. I'll read all this stuff, Mr. Barnes, but can you just
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not tell me today what it is that you're gonna ultimately
want me to do?

MR. BARNES: Well, once again, the position, what
I've been repeatedly stating on the record --

THE COURT: You haven't repeatedly stated. I'm not
stupid. I know that you're upset. I understand to some
degree. I'm not putting myself in your shoes. I
understand why you're upset. I understand that you were
brought over from South -- from Georgia, you were left in
that jail all that time, I understand that you're upset
because your attorneys in the initial trial, what they
did, T understand that you're upset with the Indigent
Defense for what they did in the hearing when they came
and they said that they had competent counsel in the
capital defense division to -- to represent you and
objected to having Elizabeth Franklin Best appointed for
you. I understand you're upset that they took that appeal
to the Supreme Court. I understand all those things.

My question is very simple. What is it -- if I
agreed with you on every single thing, if I agreed that
the State of South Carolina had systematically worked to
interfere with your right to counsel, what is it that
you're wanting me to do?

MR. BARNES: Your Honor, like I've been stating on

the record for a little while and you just stated some of
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it, but to the point of what you're saying as being angry,
you know, I have a constitutional right, and -- and if
being black and utilizing my constitutional right is all
about being angry, then I don't know what to tell you, but
as long as I've got a constitutional right --

THE COUﬁT: You've got to be able to tell me what it

ihS ==

MR. BARNES: -- as long as I have got a constitutional
right --

THE COURT: No, we're gonna take a break. I want you
to ponder telling me --

MR. BARNES: I can tell you -- I can tell you
precisely right now without you even taking a break. I'm

sking you to do what I've been asking you from the

beginning. I am asking you specifically to order an
evidentiary hearing so I can show and prove that the State
of South Carolina has been continuously interfering with
my right to counsel, and I'm not changing my mind, and
that's my position.

THE COURT: And if I had --

MR. BARNES: I'm gonna state position. We ain't
going nowhere. 1I'm asking you to utilize -- to not be
arbitrary, to -- to allow me to put facts in front of you

such as witness testimony, evidence and documentation to

show and prove to you a continuous pattern of State




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

41

interference with my right to counsel. I'm not changing
it, that is my position, and it's stated to you. Whether
you deny it or not, I'll appeal it to the next level.
That's my position.

THE COURT: We're not getting anywhere. If you can't
tell me what it is --

MR. BARNES: I just told you.

THE COURT: You have -- we're done. Thank you.

MS. GOLDBERG: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: We'll make copies of this before he
leaves.

(Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded at

11:00 AM.)
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I, Stacy S. Johnson, Official Court Reporter for
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of the State of South
Carolina, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true,
accurate and complete transcript of record of all the
proceedings had and the evidence introduced in the hearing
of the captioned case in Circuit Court on the 12th day of
February, 2019.

This transcript may contain quoted material. Such
material is reproduced as read by the speaker.

I do further certify that I am neither of kin,

counsel, nor have an interest to any party hereto.
April 8, 2019
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STACY &. JOHMSON
CIRCUIT COURT REPORTER




Charles . Reel

EDGEFIELD COUNTY CLERK OF COURT
P. 0.Box 34

EDGEFIELD , SC 29824

PHONE: (803) 637-4080

WISFEB 27 PH 1: 15 FAX: (803) 637-4117

February 28, 2019

Steven Louis Barnes #327117
McCormick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way
McCormick, SC 29899
Mr. Bames,
We are in receipt of your Motion requests dated 02/25/2019. We will forward the Motion to
Proceed In Forma Pauperis to the 11" Judicial Circuit Common Pleas Chief Administrative
Judge for Approval / Denial.
A case / docket number cannot be issued until the Admin Judge has approved the above motion.
When, and if, we receive an approval from the Admin Judge, a case number will be issued, but
weneed ALL Original Motions with Original Signatures to file. Currently, the following in our
possession are original:

e Motion to Proceed In Forma Pauperis

e Summons

e Civil Cover Sheet

e Motion for Declaratory Judgement (page 1 only)
The Proof of Service is an original, but cannot be used as the Summons, Complaint, Motions,
etc. have not been filed first (It states you served the Attorney General, but with documents that

have not yet been filed).

Once filed, we will send you certified copies of the original filings for yoﬁ to serve on
Respondents.

Gl 2.8

Charles L. Reel
Clerk of Court for Edgefield County
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\ State of South Carolina
The Circuit Court of the Cleventh Judicial Cirruit

' 127 COURTHOUSE SQUARE
WILL'AMJL%G'EEESLEY POST OFFICE BOX 10

EDGEFIELD, SOUTH CAROLINA 29824-0010
TELEPHONE: (803)637-4095
FAX: (803)637-2035
E-MAIL: wkeesleyj@sccourts org

MEMORANDUM

Date: August 26, 2019

To: Mzr. Steven Louis Barnes, 327117
McCormick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way
McCormick, SC 29899

Re: Steven Louis Barnes v. State
Case Number: 2015CP1900035

You sent a motion for an emergency post-conviction relief hearing. My law clerk is trying to
come up with a date when your motion may be heard. We plan to be in touch. Thank you.

cc: Melody Brown, Office of the Attorney General (via email)
Elizabeth Franklin-Best, Esquire (via email)
Edgefield County Clerk of Court's file
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MEMORANDUM

Date: August 26, 2019

To:  Mr. Steven Louis Barnes, 327117
MecCormick Correctional Institution
386 Redemption Way
McCormick, SC 29899

Re: Steven Louis Barnes v. State
Case Number: 2015CP19060035

You sent a motion for an emergency post-conviction relief hearing. My law clerk is trying to
come up with a date when your motion may be heard. We plan to be in touch. Thank you.

cc:  Melody Brown, Office of the Attorney General (via email)
Elizabeth Franklin-Best, Esquire (via email)
Edgefield County Clerk of Court's file



