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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE EIGHTH CIRCUIT

No: 20-3529

Johnny A. Johnson
Petitioner - Appellant
V.
Paul Blair

Respondent - Appellee

Appeal from U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri - St. Louis
(4:13-cv-00278-HEA)

JUDGMENT

Before KELLY, ERICKSON, and GRASZ, Circuit Judges.

Respondent’s motion to file an overlength response to the application for a certificate of
appealability is granted.

The court has carefully reviewed the original file of the district court and the parties’
submissions, and the application for a certificate of appealability is denied.

Judge Kelly would grant a certificate of appealability on whether Wiggins v. Smith, 539
U.S. 510 (2003), and Porter v. McCollum, 558 US. 30 (2009), anticipate an aggregate, rather
than a piecemeal, approach to a claim of ineffective assistance of counsel for failure to
investigate and present mitigating circumstances at the penalty phase.

The appeal is dismissed.

January 21, 2022

Order Entered at the Direction of the Court:
Clerk, U.S. Court of Appeals, Eighth Circuit.

/s/ Michael E. Gans
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