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In The
- SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES

OCTOBER TERM, 2021

IN THE MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF A.D., A MINOR
JOSHUA DICKS, Petitioner
V.

NATASHA DAVIS, Respondent

MOTION TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS

1. This application to proceed in forma pauperis is brought by the above
Petitioner, Joshua Dicks, through counsel, under 28 U.S.C. § 1915(a) and Supreme
Court Rule 39.

2. This action involves termination of Mr. Dicks’ parental rights in a pﬁvate
adoption proceeding.

3. Leave to proceed in forma pauperis has not bee;ln sought in any directly related
prior proceeding. Mr. Dicks represented himself pro se at trial. Mr. Dicks was
permitted to proceed in forma pauperis in a separate visitation proceeding that was
pending contemporaneously with the current proceeding and which involved the

same parties. See Affidavit and attached Order, Petitioner’s Appendix at 20 and 26.
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4. Although Mr. Dicks® attached affidavit here indicates financial resources,
review of his earlier filings in this proceeding shows that his income has only
increased over the past two years, and at the time of the trial was si gnificantly lower
($1451.00 per month). Further, a review of Mr. Dicks’ affidavit shows his
responsibility for three children (including two teenagers), no real capital assets,
very high commuting costs, and reasonable fixed expenses that leave as little as
$300.00 per month for any other emergency, necessity, repair, or school need for the
children.

5. In addition to filing fees, average printing cost for petitions for certiorari under
Rule 33.1 can run as much as $2000.00 to $4000.00 dollars — a sum that Mr. Dicks’

affidavit shows little ability to raise.

6. Additional consideration should be given here to Mr. Dicks’ application
because:
a. This case involves termination of parental rights — rights recognized

repeatedly as implicating fundamental due process interests. Santosky v.
Kramer, 455 U. S. 745, 753 (“Parental status termination is "irretrievabl[y]
destructi[ve]" of the most fundamehtal family relationship. "); M.L. B.v. S. L.
J., 519 U.S. 102 (1996)(*“ State cannot adopt procedures which leave an

indigent defendant ‘entirely cut off from any appeal at all, by virtue of his
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indigency, or extend to such indigent defendants merely a 'meaningless ritual'

while others in better economic circumstances have a 'meaningful appeal.™).

b. The lower court proceeding in which Mr. Dick’s rights were terminated

was not initiated by Mr. Dicks.

o Mr. Dicks has not been able to retain counsel in this matter, and current

counsel is, and has been, representing Mr. Dicks on a pro bono basis.
WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that the Court permit him to proceed in forma
pauperis in this matter. y

Dated this 27th

of May, 2022

derem§ B Lowz{éy
Arkansgb Bar No. 2002153
Post Office Box 153
Sheridan, Arkansas 72150
(870) 329-4957

Facsimile No: (479) 222-1459

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER JOSHUA DICKS



AFFIDAVIT OR DECLARATION
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS

I, Sonu, ks , am the petitioner in the above-entitled case. In support of
my motion to proceed in forma pauperis, I state that because of my poverty I am unable to pay
the costs of this case or to give security therefor; and I believe I am entitled to redress.

1. For both you and your spouse estimate the average amount of money received from each of
the following sources during the past 12 months. Adjust any amount that was received
weekly, biweekly, quarterly, semiannually, or annually to show the monthly rate. Use gross
amounts, that is, amounts before any deductions for taxes or otherwise.

Income source Average monthly amount during Amount expected
the past 12 months next month
You Spouse You Spouse
Employment $.A%55 15571 $. 2258 g \35F
Self-employment $ $ $ $
Income from real property $ $ $ $
(such as rental income)
Interest and dividends $ $ $ 3
Gifts $ $ 3 $
Alimony $ $ $ $
Child Support $ $ $ $
Retirement (such as social $ $ $ $
security, pensions,
annuities, insurance)
Disability (such as social $ $ $ $
security, insurance payments)
Unemployment payments $ $ 3 $
" Public-assistance $ $ $ $
(such as welfare)
Other (specify): $ , $ $ $

Total monthly income: $_ 225  §_ 135 F 3 226 $_135%
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2. List your employment history for the past two years, most recent first. (Gross monthly pay
is before taxes or other deductions.)

Employer Address Dates of Gross monthly pay
Employment
Fz Leoclder AL «‘&wcgﬁ, va 312030 ~cwrrentT ¢ g=SE&
: $
$

3. List your spouse’s employment history for the past two years, most recent employer first.
(Gross monthly pay is before taxes or other deductions.)

Employer Address Dates of Gross monthly pay
. Employment _
E_Z LJ’CLAQQ“ M\ A laocal ~¢ ¢ werrat $ 135 %
Livin "The ©res on , AL 2[{do00- Sl2t  $_L0O
$

. . oo

4. How much cash do you and your spouse have? $___ 2(0.—
Below, state any money you or your spouse have in bank accounts or in any other financial
institution.

Type of account (e.g., checking or savings)  Amount you have Amount your spouse has

e $__O.aa $
< $ $
$ $

5. List the assets, and their values, which you own or your spouse owns. Do not list clothing
and ordinary household furnishings,

(d Home [] Other real estate
Value Value

¥ Motor Vehicle #1 N . [J Motor Vehicle #2
Year, make & model 2003 Pon + «c Boanecslle Year, make & model
Value_# 00 Value

(] Other assets
Description

Value
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6. State every person, business, or organization owing you or your spouse money, and the
amount owed.

Person owing you or Amount owed to you Amount owed to your spouse
your spouse money

$ $

$ $

$ $

7. State the persons who rely on you or your spouse for support. For minor children, list initials
instead of names (e.g. “J.S.” instead of “John Smith”).

‘ Name Relationship Age

C . D~ 5011 (GLWJ?MSKnp} s
K LS. 50 e \ 5
C . Bs Vacginker Y

8. Estimate the average monthly expenses of you and your family. Show separately the amounts
paid by your spouse. Adjust any payments that are made weekly, biweekly, quarterly, or
annually to show the monthly rate.

You Your spouse
Rent or home-mortgage payment
(include lot rented for mobile home) $ 5 q § $
Are real estate taxes included? [ Yes [¥PNo
Is property insurance included? [ Yes [(No
Utilities (electricity, heating fuel, ' 2} q
water, sewer, and telephone) $ , 3 $

| 0O ¢

Home maintenance (repairs and upkeep) $

Food : s. OO $
Clothing $ ( 5 D $
Laundry and dry-cleaning $ @ $

N
-

Medical and dental expenses
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Transportation (not including motor vehicle payments)

Recreation, entertainment, newspapers, magazines, ete.

You

Your spouse

Insurance (not deducted from wages or included in mortgage payments)

Homeowner’s or renter’s

Life

Health

Motor Vehicle

Other:

5 A Fe $
$ $
$ $
3 $
$ 23\ $

s A4

Taxes (not deducted from wages or included in mortgage payments)

(specify):

Installment payments
Motor Vehicle
Credit card(s)
Department store(s)

Other:

Alimony, maintenance, and support paid to others

Regular expenses for operation of business, profession

or farm (attach detailed statement)

Other (specify): L—f%a/( Bnes « pf’cbmﬁom

Total monthly expenses:

FeesS

’

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ s 90

$ $

$ $

3 $

$ $

§ é;&g s [45
533 A

s GB SHSB
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9. Do you expect any major changes to your monthly income or €xpenses or in your assets or
liabilities during the next 12 months?

(] Yes @\Io If yes, describe on an attached sheet,

10. Have you paid ~ or will you be paying - an attorney any money for services in connection
with this case, including the completion of this form? [J Yes o

If yes, how much?

If yes, state the attorney’s name, address, and telephone number:

11. Have you paid—or will you be paying—anyone other th
a typist) any money for services in connection with this
form?

an an attorney (such as a paralegal or
case, including the completion of this

[J Yes @DNO

If yes, how much?

If yes, state the person’s name, address, and telephone number:

12. Provide any other information that will help explain why you cannot pay the costs of this case.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

\J o 2] O Q%
/ (Signature)
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Executed on: .Ma;rcﬁ /3 , 2022




