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(Court convened at 113208 ﬁ.M.)

THE COURT: eGoed'merning.

MR. HAGAN: Good morning.

THE COURT: The Court has before it thie morning the
case of Uhited States of America versus Travis Ryan S5kaggs.
It's Case Number 2?19—CR—6. Mr . Skaggs is defendant Number 20
in the case.

Mr. Skaggs 1s before the Court baeed on he and his
counsel's repreeentatien_thet he wishes to entef a gullty plea
pursuant to a plea agreement that_he‘e.enteﬁed into with the
government in thlS case. .

. Mr: . Skaggs, 1f yeu'll stand with your atterney,
Mr . Hagen; SO - Iemlght address yeu, sir.

Mr. Skaggs, my name is Judge Sargent. Iim the
magistrate judge here 135 ﬁbingden. Yeu've.eppeared pﬁevieuely
before.me 1ﬁ thlS case.

.I de need toc advise you thet beeauee the plea
agreement calls for you to enter a plea of guilty to a charge
that 1s a.feleny eharge; you do have the right te have this
gulity plee heerlng conducted befere Judge Jenee Judge Jones:
is the”presidiﬁg district court judge in this case.

Judge Jones is not available today to conduct tThe
plea hearlng, and he did ask that I conduct the plea hearindg.

But I may do so0 enly if you are W1lllng te wailve your right to

have this hearing befere the district court judge and eeneent
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1’ to the magistrate Jjudge, myself, conducting the plea hearing.

2| Now, Mr. Skaggs, have you had a chance to speak TO

3I Mr. Hagan abeut your right to have this plea hearing before
4] the district court judge?

5 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

6 THE COURT: And you understand that you do have that
7] right?

8. THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'anm.

9 THE COURT: Are you willing to walve your tight to
10| have this hearlng before the district eeurt judge and consent

ill to allow the magistrate judge to accept the plea?

12| | THE.DEFENDANT: Yes; ma ' an.

l3 THE COURT:. I have a eensent form here,'air; I would
14 llke te get you to sign. It has the captien,ef your case. Tt

15| atatee: "The defendant in this case hereby veluntarlly

16 ceﬁsents to have a United Statea:maglstrate judge conduct a

17 plea hearing in this case. The defeadaat has been informed of
18 hls”rlght te enter hlS plea befcore a Unlted States dlstrlet

1.9 judge The defendant hereby waives his right to enter his

20 plea before-a Unlted States dlstrlet judge, ‘and eensents to

21 jUIlSdlCthﬂ before the United Statea maglatrate judge for the

22 purpese ef enterlng hle plea and eenduetlng a plea hearing.'
2 f that's agreeable with you, Mr. Skaggs, 1if yeu_ll
24| sign on ‘the llne indicated for your signature.

29 | Mr. Hagan, if you'll do the same.
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And, Mr. Juhan, if you'll sign indicating.the
government's agreement. .

All right. Thank you, Mr. Skaggs.

Now,.before accepting —-— Mr. Juhan, did yoﬁ have
something to bring to th; Court‘s.attention?

MR. JUHAN: Yes, Your Honor. We just wanted a little

“bit of.guidahce from the Court. The defendant needed to

initial the last page of the agreement. That was an oversight

befere. And I have a COPY ﬁf what was'signéd.by Ms.xBﬁsscher,'
and T jusf wanted.to_make sure thét_that is sufficlent, rather:
thaﬁ'mé ré-executing'the last page-mf the agreement.

THE COURT: I think that would be fine. You know,
we ——.I'm ndt going to say we don't keep inginal agreements
here, but everything_that we have filed is an electronic copy,
sOo 1t's a.séannea—in capy; 'SO'I.have no problem,"if défensé'
éﬁunéel has“no préblém, with just'gétting Mr. Skaggs to
initial; I see that the cbpy 2 have before.me right now does
not have.his iﬁitiéls dn'page 14, but has_hié iﬁitials on
éﬁery.éther page of the agreément.

if yﬁu want to take caré.ﬁf thét'now, that's-fine.

MR. HAGAN: Yes, Your HONor. Thank YOﬁ.. .

MR. JUHAN: May I approach, Your Honor?
THE COURT: We will.tender that to the clerk, and
that will be filed as an amended plea agreement in the case.

MR. JUHAN: Thank you, Your Honor.




10
11
12
13
14
s
106

18

19

20
21
22

23

24|

25

q.Slﬁi_v. skaggs - %1X1/19

THE COURT: Now, Mr. Skaggs; before accepting your'
plea, there are 4 ﬁumber'of questions that 1 need toO ask you
to ensure fhat it's a valid plea. If at any time you don't
hear me, pleése ask me tG'IEpeét mjself. I'11 be glad to
speak up and repeat myself.. TE at any time jou don't
understand my qﬁestion, if you indicate, I'11 be glad to Try
to clarify or explain my question to you. Or if at any'time_
you need to speak with counsel before answering my dquestion,

if you ask for a moment, I'll be glad to give you an

opportunity to speak with counsel.

Tt is very'important that you fully-understand my
questimns.beforé yﬁu answer them. Do you understand that,
éir?'

K THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

| THE.COURT: If you will railse yaur rightfhand Nnow,

I'm going to have the clerk place you under cath. .
”fDefénﬁant is-SWGrn.) .
.:-THE:COUﬁTﬁ. Naﬁ, Mr. Skaggs, do yaurunderépaﬁd fhat

YOu're under oath now and you have a legal obligatian-to

_ansﬁer my questions truthfully? Do you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you uﬁderstand that if you do nof
énswér my questimns truthfully, that_ymur ansﬁers cauld be
uéed against you later in another prosecution:for.perjury Or

for making false statements?

ol ol A——
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

ME COURT: Would you tell me your full legal name,
Mr. Skaggs? .

THE DEFENDANT: Travis Ryan Skaggs.

THE COURT: How old are you, sii?

THE DEFENDANT: 31.

THE COURT: How far_did you go in school?

THE DEFENDANT: 1 graduatéd high school.

THE COURT: After high school, did you haﬁe aﬁy
further education or vocational training?

THE DEFENERNT: No, ma'am.

THE COﬁRT: Hﬁw'l@ng have you beEn.inéarcerated?.

THE DEFENDANT: Right at two years.

THE.COURT:H I believe that you were.actuallﬁ in staté
custody before_ydu-were trﬁﬁsferf&d iﬂta.federél cuétedy; is
that corréct? .

- THE DEFENDANT; Yeé, mé'aﬁ;

THE COURT: Okéy; Before yau weré incarcefated,.were
you emplayed? -

st DECENTARTS We 88

.THE COURTf- When is the last timé that you were
employed? |

- THE DEFENDANT{'-I'm not really sure.
fHE COURT: Okay.. Do you read and.write-the English.

language?-
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THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am. .
THE.COURT: Have you ever been employed?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: What types of work have you_dane?f

THE DEFENDANT: vae done:—ﬂ I've cut timber,.ahd T
worked for GlaSS'Machinery & Excavation. -

THE COURT: Runﬂing heavy equipmént?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

.THE COURT: When you were cutting timber, were ydu |
running heavy egulpment?

THE DEFENDANT: HG, ma'amu

THE COURT: Qkay. Becéuse some leggers do have somnme
neavy equipment that.they operate with. |

o Haﬁe.yﬁu eﬁér been diagnosed with,'tfeatéd for, or

Suffered from;aﬁy-type of mental illnéss?

THE.DEFENDﬁNT: Nﬁ, ma'am.

THE CQURT: Have you evér'beEn dia§nosed with,
suffered_faf ;— béen tféatea fot ar.suffered from any type of
substance-abuse of addiétian disoﬁdér? |

THE DEFENDANT :  Yes, maiam;

.THE COURT: Okay. What substance have you either
abused @r-been aadicfed tb?-

THE DEFENDANT: Just pain, pain medicatien.

THE COURTEI Narcatib pain medicaticn? .

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
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THE CQURT: Now, when you came into custody moré than
two Years ago, were you abusing'or were you addicted to
medications at that time?

THE'DEFEﬁDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Dkayf_ How long ago was it then_that.ydu
were ébusing_ﬁr.addicted'to paln medicatiﬁn?

THE bEFENDANT: It was éraund the ﬁime my mother
passed away, ébout 2012, 2013.

. THE CQOURT: When was thé last time that you took or
abused any nar;mtic palin medicatiﬁn?_

THE DEFENDANT: I 1 & realiy - I can't really
answery that.trﬁthfully and it bé s . .

THE COURT: That's fine.

' THE DEFENDANT:. -— an exact —-'you know, an exact
date. .
THE-COURT: And I guesslI'm not éSking YOu for an
exéct daté. L méaﬁ, you said that at the time thét you were -

arrested two years ago, you were not using at that timé?
- H-THE_DEFENDRNT: I mean, I_have used it, but nét.-— I.
didn't reélly ébuée 5 .But T haduused.

. THE COURf: Okay. All right.  Have you received,
either‘by prescription or otherwise, while fDu've been in
Cﬁétﬁdy any narcotic pain medication?

THE DEFENDANT:'_Nﬁ,.ma'am.

THE COURT: So it's been at least two years since
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53
24

25

vou've used any narcotic paln medication?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

MR. HAGAN: Your Honor, may I eorreet for the record?
Mr. Skaggs has used methamphetamine. I think he has not
considered himeelf addicted to methamphetamine.
- THE COURT: Okey. All right. Beeeueeﬁthe ehergee_in-
thie case do involve the distribution of methemphefemine} o
feu've used thet drug in the past?
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT:_ Did you ever consider yoursell TO be
eddieted'te that drug?
. fﬁE DEFENDANT:' No, ma'em.
THE COURT: ﬁeve.yeu used any methamphetemine in the
two years.thet yee've been incarcerated?
THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.
THE.COﬁRT:. All right. ﬁ@ﬁ, any drege, pills,
medieinee.that yee've consumed or taken in the-leet 24 heurs?-
. THE DEFENDANT:. Ne, e
THE COUﬁT: Do you take.any medicatlions?
THE DEFENDANT:' Blood ereesure'medieine.
THE COURT : Heve'yeu takeh'thet in the.leet.24_heurs?
TﬁE DEFENDRNT: Yes, me'em.
THE COURT: Eny other medications?
THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: . Have you consumed any aleehelie beverages
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in the past 24 hours?
THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE -COURT: Now, do you have any —-- other than VOUr

blood pressure problem, do you have any ether_mental or

phyeieal_health problems currently?
THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT: Mr. Hagan, do you have any doubt as to

‘your client's competence to enter a plea at this time?

MR. HAGAN: Ne, Your Honor.

THE COQURT: Mr. Skaggs, have you recelved a Copy of

the indietment,'that is, the written charges against you 1in

“the case?

THE bEFENDRNT: Yes, ma'am..

THEPCOURT; Have yeu'hed an adeqﬁete eppertunity te'
dieeuse the indictment and your case ih genetal with yeur
atterney?

THE DEFENDAﬂT: Yes,_ma'am.

THE COURT:_ May-I_heve the plee.egreement that was
teﬁdefed.te.YOu?. Thank.yeu. . o

New,.Mf. Skagge, I'm going.te shQW'yeu the plea

agreement'that has been tendered_to the Court, that you added

your smgnature to a moment ago, okay? I would like for you to

leek through it just to make sure that that is the agreement
that you've entered into w1th the eeurt, again making sure

that these are your initials on each page and your signature
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on page 13 of the agreementr_please.

(Discussion off the record between Mr. Hagan and the
defendant.)

THE COURT;.'All right. an, Mr. Skaggs, 1is this the
agreement that yon've entered into with the govérnment?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COQURT: Are these your initials on each page of
the agreemenn? -

THE?DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE CQOURT: And is this your signaturé on page_l3 of
thé agreement? .

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

.THE COURT:.'Did you read the agreement.in_its
entirety or have it read To you in 1ts entirety before you
initialed and signed the agreement?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: b¢ you béiiéﬁe.thatnyon_had an adequate

npportunity to read it and to discuss the agreement with ynnr_

_attorney before you signed 1t?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE COURT: Did you initial each page and sign page

1.3, indicating that you are in agreement with the terms

contained in the plea agreement:

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Are ynn:satisfied with your attornéy‘s
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1| representation in this case?

2l THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
3 | (Sound ¢f phone ringing.)
41 THE COURT: Do you have any complaint with regard to

51 yvour attorney's representation?
6 THE DEFENDANT: No, ma’'am.

7 | THE COURT: Just é moment while Mr. Hagan gets his,
8| device turned off.

9 .~ MR. HAGAN: I apolagize; Your Honor.
10 THE COURT: That;s all-right, Mr. Hagan. We're not
11 -going.to take you to the floor or anything over if, so take
12| ybur.time.
13| MR. HAGAN: Well, 1 doubly appreciate that.

.

14| THELCOURT: Yeah. Well, the marshals always perk up

15| when a device goes off in the courtroom. But we're GkayQ"All

16| right.

17' MR. HAGAN: 1It's off nﬁﬁ.

18 | THE COURTﬁ _Okay. Thank you.

19 o ".ﬁaﬁ;'I think I had asked yoﬁ if ygu had any complalint

20 witthr. Hagaﬁ's_répresentatian in the'Case?

21 - THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

221 . THE COURT: All right. If you'll have a.seat there
2.3 ét éoﬁnsél.table, T'm going to ask Mr. Juhan.if he wiil

24| summarize the terms of the plea.agreement, T would like for

25| you to listen carefully, Mr. Skaggs, hecause I1'1l1 have further
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1| questions for you when he finishes.

2 Mr. Juhan.

-MR. JUHAN: Thank you, Youx Honor. Under the plea
agreement, the defendant agrees to plead guilty tofCounts.One
and Counts Thirty-seven of the indidtment. Count One charges'
him with conspiring to distribute and possessing with the
intent to distribute 500 grams Gf more of a mixture or
substance cantaining a detectable amount of methamphetémiﬁe.

He understands that if the Court determines he has .a

10| prior conviction for a serious drug felony or a serious

11| violent felony, he will face a mandatory minimum sentence of
12| imprisonment of a term of 15 vears and a maximum sentence ol

- 13| 1life imprisonment. He would be subject to a maximum fine of

14 520 million;and a supervised release term of at leaat.tén

15| years.

But i1f he does not have at least one prior cmnvictiﬁn

16

17 .fOr a serious drug felony or serious violent felony, he will

gl face a mandatory minimum sentence of a term of imprisonment of

19 tenlyears, aﬂd, in such case, will fabe.a maximum fine of
20 510 millidﬁ and a term of $ﬁpervised release Of at least five
Qi _ysars. -
22 Count Thirty-seven charges him with posseséing wilth
23 thé intent to dlstrlbute and distrlbutlng a mixture or.
24 éubstance cmntalnlng methamphetamlne He understanda that 1f

25- the Court determines he ‘has a ol Ml oud canV1ct10n for a felany

T
P T
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‘drug offense, he will face a maximum sentence of imprisonment

2| for a term of 30 years, and will be subject to a maximum fine

4 1

5

9

10

3] of $2 million, a term of imprisonment of at least six years.

He ﬁhdarstands if the Court determines he does not
have a prior conviction for a felony drug offense, he will
face.a maximum sentence of imprisonmeﬁt for'a term of 20
years, and 1in such case be subject to a maximum fine of
$1 million, and a térm of-Supervised release Gf'three'yéars.~~

of at least —-

THE COURT: May I stop you Jjust tThere one mmment;

11| Mr. Juhan?

12

13

MR. JUHAN: Yes.

THE COURT: You said on Count Thirty-seven if he had

14 a_priar.felcny drug conviction.

15

16|

" MR. JUHAN: Yes.

THE COURT: I think you misspoke. I think you meant

17 tQ Say that he would have a period of supervised release of at

18 iéééflsiﬁ.yéars..uﬁut I think you said that he would have g

19 périod of incarceration of up to 30 years and a mandatory

201 minimum period of incarceration of six years.

21

MR. JUHAN: So want to make sure I'm understanding.

22 Sé T ﬁhink it's a maximum sentence of imprisonment of a term

273
24

25

- of SO-yeafs, and will be subject to a maximum fine of

$2 million, and a term of supervised release of at least six

years.
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THE COURT: Yes.

- MR. JUHAN: Thank you.

THE COURT: I think you said incarceration of at

least six vears, and I wanted to make sure that there was no
mandatory minimum incarceration on that charge.

MR. JUHAN: Correct. Thank you, Your Hsn0£.~

THE COURT: Thsnk you. All raght.

MR. JUHAN: The defendant understands he would also
be subject to potential restitution and other finansial
obligations as set forth in the middle.of page 2 of his
agtésment. N

Hé 18 plsadiﬁg guilty because he's in fact gullty snd.
he believes it's in his best interest to do so and not because
of any threats or promises. There's been no promise madé as
to what the final'disposition of this matter will bs;

B I . Oﬁ pages 2 to 3, he walves csftain csnstitutisnal

rights upon pleadiﬁg guilty, and givES'thém up vsluntsrily,

- that are listed:in paragraphs 2(a) through (L).

He understands that if he complies with his
sbligstisnS'undsr the agreement any other counts against nim
ﬁill be dismissed. Although, I believe One and Thirty-seven,

my-review of the indictment this morning, I think those are

23| the only counts against him.

24

As far as sentencing provisions go, he understands

25 thst-the determination of what his sentence should be within




I
g |

- 16 -
U.S.A. v. Skaggs - 11/1/189

e o — L S Y i LTF 21 il b . e o N

the confines of the applicable statutory maximums and minimums
are in tha sole discretian of the Court, subject to 1ts .
consideration of the santanaing guidaiines and the factors in
18 U.S.C. 3553(a).

He understands ha will hava.various apportanities i
litigate those iaauas at aantendinq;'inaluding.a.reaiew of the
presentence report, and maka.abjactians{ file motions in
support of —-- Dr.filings ia'auppart of the daaired.aantence,.

cross—-examine witnesses, present evidence, bring witnesses of

10| his own, if he wishes to do so, and argue to the Court what

12

13|

14

gt the apprapriate sentence would be within the confines of this

agreement.
He understands, at the bottom of page 3, that if the

.sentance is more savera than he expacts, he will have no rlght

15 to withdraw his plea And he realizes, after talking with his

16 attarney, there s a substantlal llkellhood that he will be

17

1ncarcerated, in fact, thera S a mandatary mlnlmum on one of

'18 the counta

19

At the beglnnlng of page 4, he understands that the

20 Unlted States Wlll file an 1nfarmatlan pursuant to Title 21

21 U S < & 851 aubjectlng him to p0551ble 1ncreaaed penaltlas for

22 prlor falany drug canvlctlons as set forth in Sectlon A of

23 thlS agraement - And he agrees and stipulates that he was

24 canvlcted of the following felony drug offense, which tha

25 Unlted Stataa ballevea is a quallfylng affensa, and that
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of fense 1s 5elling/distribute a Schedule III subétance in Wige'
County, Virginia, with an offense date of ﬁ@veﬁbér 21st, 2014,
and a Cchviétion déte of July 27th, 2015.

THE COURT: And the parties are reserving f@r
argument at sentencing-whether or nét that's a qualifying
offense, correct? . .

- MR. JUHAN:. I understand, based aﬁ the carvé~out in
the —-- there's an appellate carve-outf as to the righ£ to
appeal'that issue, so I believe that that would be cansistent.

Do you, Mr. --

MR .. HAGHN: Yes, that 1is thé anticipation. We will
Cbntest whether or ﬁot this is.a serious drug felgny.

THE COURT; Mr..Skaggs is not cdntésting that.he has
the convictién. The only issue for sentencing'waﬁld be the
judgé wauid have ﬁo decide.whéther-that's a Qﬁaiifyiﬁg
conviction or not? ' ' '

. MR..HAGAN: Cﬁrtect,-YGur Hanof;.

THE COURT? Okay. Thank you.

MR. JUHAN:' Regarding the senteﬁcing gﬁidéiinéé, the
péfﬁ;es agree that the 2018 edltlon sheuld apply and the

partles -— or the defendant stlpulates the follDW1ng

'gu1dellnes section applles, and that 3 2Dl 1 regardlng an

foense level mf 32 that correspands B 150 grams to less than
500 grams of ice methamphetamlne. The United States also

stipulates that that should apply.
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The parties understand that other guideline sections

may be applicable to the case, and the United States aad the

defendant will be free to argue whether those should or should

not apply O the extent the arguments are not ineeﬁsistent
with the stipulations, reeemmendatiena; et terms of this plea
agreement.1

-The defendant agrees TO accept respcnsibility for his
cenduet, and if he does ee; he can receive up to a three-level
reduction on his effenae level. But he stipulates that if.he
fails to accept responsibility -- this is on the top of page
5 -~ Or fails to comply with any previaieﬁ of his agreemeat,
rhen he_sheuld not reeeive,credit fet aceeptanee'ef
reapenaibiiity, and that the U.S._geﬁernﬁentlweuld ebject to

him receiving such credit until he has testified truthfully at

his sentencing hearing, if called upon toO do soO.

Tﬁe:United Statee'retaias.all ita'righta to make a
aubstaetial assistance motion but is under no ebligatiea to do
SO. .

'Beginning-en the bettem.ef page o and continuing on
the.next pages, the defendant has certain.menetary
ebllgatlens, 1nelud1ng apec1al aaeeaements, flnea; and

restitutien. And there's, among them, a $100 per feleny count
of conviction special assessment. Those obligations are
eentlnued on page © and 7 of the agreement

On page 7, the defendant alae has a duty Lo make
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certain financial disclosures, and also has an understanding

of certain collection matters that are listed on page 7, on to

page 9.

‘Also on page 8, the defendant understands that his

attorney may be present with him during any contact by any

gevernment.persennel,'bnt by signing_this agreement; he hae
expreeely walved tne presence of counsel during that contact
and agrees that government personnel can contaet'hin witnent
the prior approval of his attorney. But et eny'time during

those contacts with the_government,_he may request the

presence of his attorney, and the eentaet.will be euepended“

until.either his attorney arrives er-indicatee that the
contact eenld continue.

Regarding appeal, 'the defendant knewing thet'he hae
a right ef direct appeal of his sentenee under 18 U.S. C

3742 (a) and the gronnds listed therein, he expresely.walvee_

hlS rlght To appeal hie Sentence on tneee grounds Or any ether'

_gronnd except that he reserves hlS rlght to appeal an adveree -

rullng to Section B2 of this plea agreement regardlng an 851
enheneement thet the Ceurt has also mentlened earller
In additien, he waives hie right to appeal as to any.

and all ether igsues in this matter, and agreee not to flle a

HDthE ot appeel. And he's knowingly and velnntarlly wa1V1ng

-the.right te_file an appeal. - And by eigning the agreement, nhe

is explicitly and irrevocably directing his attorney not to
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fi}e oné. Notwithétandiﬁg-any language in thé'agreement-to
the contrary; he is not waiving his right-to.appeal oFf to héve
his attorney file a notice of appéal as tD.ény 1ssue which
can't be waived by law. .

He understands ﬁhét the U.S. agrees'—— reserves 1its
rights to appeal. And he understands that if he files any -

court document, except Ior appeal based on an issue that can't

be waived by law, or a collateral attack based on ineffective

assiétance of counsel, or thatfs 18 éxpressly.cérved out 1in
this agreement, that he ?f that 1f any Such'fiiing seeks to
disturb in any way an Drdér_imposed in this case} then that
wili cﬁnétitute a failure by_him to comply with thisl
égreement; .

On page 9, he also waives his right to collaterally
éttaék.ln any future praceedlng any order issued 1n thls
matter unless such attack is based on 1neffectlve a551stance
ﬁf“céﬁnsel. “And he,agrees'he won't filé anf dacuments_seeking
ta.disturb aﬁy'such order unless it's based on ineffééﬁivé..
éSSlStanCE of counsel.

He understénds that lf he flles any such cautt
dﬁcument eicept for an appeal based on an issue not waived in

thls agreement or one that can 't be walved by law or 1s ‘based

-

on 1neffectlve a551stance of c@unsel that 1f he filed such a

motion or such a filing or court dacument seeklng to disturb

in any way ahy'arder imposed 1n this case, that that w1ll also
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1| constitute a failure to eemply with the agreement.
2 ~On page 3, he also has certain understandings,-

3| including certain waivers regarding access to information and

41 witness fees.

5 . He agrees to abandonment of seilzed items.

0 - He understsnds, on page 9 and 10, that if he were not
7| a U.8. citizen, he would Dbe subjest to depertatien;

8 He also understands that he may be denied federal

9| benefits as a result of his convictilon.

10 On page 10, he understands thst any ststements he
11| makes, including in this plea agreement, or any admission of
12| guilt during or in-preparatieh for any guilty plea hearing,

13 sentenelng hearlng, or other hearing, any statements he

14| make - he would make or has made to law enfereement agents in

15| any settinq,r including a proffer, can be used against him 1n

16 this and other proceeding, and that he also would walve any
17 rlght he mlght have under the Censtltutlen, eny statuteJr rule,
18| er.ether.seuree of law to hsve these ststements or evidence

19|'der1ved from those statements suppressed or exeluded from

20 being admitted into evidence. And, in fact, he stipulates

21t that such ststements can be admitted into evidence.

22 | He understands, on page 10 and 11 that he has

23 certain sddltnensl ebllgstlens, specifically agreements not to

24| commit certain acts that are enumerated in bullet pelnts

25| listed on . page 10 or 5
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He underseends that the United'States has, at its |
election -- ¢an pursue certaln remedies 1f he fails to eeﬁply
with any'previsien of this egreement. That'ineludes'deelaring
the agreements void,.refueing to disﬁiss-any charges;
reinetating'dismiseed charges, filing new charges, withdrawing
a substantial assistance metien that wee made, refusing to
ebide by any_provieien, etipuletiee; or reeemmendetien in this
agreement, O takeeany other aetien'preﬁided by thie.egreement_
or by statute, regulation, or rule. .

In addition, he agrees that if for eny_teaeon.thie
cenvictien 18 eaid aside'er if he fails to comply with an
ebligetien under the agreement,.the'geverﬁmeﬁt”mey'file; by-
indictment or infermetien; eny eharge egainet him which were
filed or could have been filed concerning the'mattete involved
in the.inetant investigatien. And he.weivee his right under
Rule ﬁ of the Rﬁles of Crlmlnal Proeedure te be proceeded
ageinst by an 1ndlctment; and censente to the flllng of en
infermatien ageinet'hlm coneernlng.these eharges.

. He eleo walves any statute:of limitatiene.defense'aS'
te any euch chafgee And he also understands thaf those

remedles evallable to the geovernment are eumuletlve and not

mutually exclusive.
There'e a limitetion on this agreement,'en page 11
and 12 —-— T'm sS0Orry, just page 11 s juet page 11 that,

eesentially,.lt blnde only the Unlted Statee Attorney's Offlee
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for the Western District of Virginia and not any federal,
state, or_local body, entity; or prosecutor's office.

He understands that he has signed the agreement, and

~that by signing it, its an effective of fer that he has made to

the Uﬁited States.

He agrees he's had effectivé :epresentation; and if.
hé thinks he hasn't, he will let the Court know no later than
sentencing. . .

If he has'infermatiﬂn about gevernment miscmnduct,'he
agrees to let it Dbe known-tb-the Court and to the U.S.
Attorney's Office - in writiﬂg aslsgmh'aslﬁbssiblej but no iater
thanlééntencing; . .

--He understandé there will be é presentencé iepart
that'slcanducted.

He understands any calculatian.af thé'guidélines by
the U S e Attorney 8 Office or hlé att@rﬁey 18 épeculatlve and
not blndlng on the Court.or the.probatlen mfflce; énd that
tﬁere.haﬁe.been no guéranfees made by anyone regardlﬁg the
effeﬁt Df.thE guidelines on h;s case. . .

He underétands that he will.bé fréé-to allacute.and
the pﬁosécutlcn will be free TO. allocuté at sentenc1ng, ana
that thé Unlted States retains its rlghts to 1nf0rm the
pf@batlmn offlcer and the court of all relevant facts that
wQuld be relevant.to sentenCLHg.

Hé Stipulatés there's a sufficient factual basis to -
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support each and every material factual allegation contained
in the indictment to which he is pleading guilty. He
understands that this agreement doesn't epply.te any ehargee.

or crimes that are not addressed ih_this agreement, and if he

should testify faleely in this or a related proceeding, he

could be prosecuted for perjery or false statements.

He understands his attorney can argue in favor of
mitigation in his behalf as long as it's not inconsistent with
this agreement, and that this writieg sets ferth the:entire
understanding between himself end_the U.S. Attorney's Office,
end thet There are ee ether agreements exeept fer.whet_ie
expressly in this agreement.

Fineily, he has consulted with hiseetterney and

uhderetehde his rights. He has read thie plea agreement.

-carefully, he has velunterlly agreed to it. He is not being

ceerced, threatened, or premlsed anything ether than the-terme
ef the agreement described above.

/ Ie exehenge.fer hle plea, and beleq ewere.ef.ell the
peeeible:eeneequencee ef hie.pleee, he hee 1ndependently
deCldEd te enter his plea ef hle own free Wlll end afflrme
such by his signature on the agreement.

Yeur Honor, that's a summary of the agreement.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Mr . Skegge, if you would etend egeln Wlth yeur

counsel.
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Mr. Skaggs, are those the terms of the plea agreement

as you_understand'them?

'THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Did Mr. Juhan add anything that you were -
not aware was contained in the'plea égréemeﬁt? -

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE COURT; Did he leave out aﬁy'pertinent or
important parts that you believe need to be brought to the
Court's attention?

THE-DEFENDANT: No, ma ' am.

~ THE COURT: Has anyone made.any éther promisés o
you, othef'thaﬁlﬁhose éﬂntained in the-pleé égreement,_to
causé.ygﬁ ro wank to plead guilty in the case?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'am.

THE CQURT: Has anyone iﬁ any way attemptéd to force
fou oY £hréaten you tgzplead guiit??-

THE DEFENDRNT: No, ma’'am.

THE COURT: Now, under the termslaf the plea
agreement, do you speclfically undérstaﬁd that yau'are
égréeiﬁg or étipulating thét you have a conviction from Wise
County, Virginia, cof an_offense déte'af November thE'let,
2014, withia canvidtion:date QféJuly.27th, 2015, for
sell/distribute of a Schedule Iil.cgntroiled sﬁbstancé? Do
f@ﬁ undefétand yﬁu're stipuiatiﬁg to that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
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— S = — ' -
! THE COURT: I nnderstand_thet the parties are not

2| agreeing that tnat:is a gualifying effense under Title 2y

3 United States Code, Sections 841 and 851. They are leaving

4} that 1ssue for the dietriet judge to decilde.

5 But you underetand'that the government is golng to

6| arque that that is a qualifying offense? Do you understand

71 that?

8 THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

91 THE COURT: Do you.nnderetand that your eenneel 1s
10} free to erguehthat it is not? Do-yeu nnderetend that?
11 THE DEFENbRNT: Yee; ma'am..
12 THE COURT: Do you further understand that yen're
13 alse-etlpnlatlng that sentencing guldellne = that the 2018
14 edltlen of the United States Sentencing Gnldellnee Menual
15: anpliee, and that, 1in particular, Seetlen 2p1.1 applies, for a
16 base offense level of 32, and that yon're etipulaﬁing that at
17 'leaet 15G grams Shidd methamphetamlne, O aetuelly,.ef eryetel
1é nennemphetamlne, or: lce, bnt less than 500 grams, thet that
19 guideline eeetienuie applieeble te your eenduet in this case?
20 THE.DEFENbANT: Yes, maﬂam;'

éi - THE COURT: Do you fnrther understand'that,-nnder the
éé terms ef the plee agreement tnat you ere waiving your right
23 to appeal yeur eenvletlen and sentence, Wlth the exeeptlen

24 tnet yeu are reeerving nhe right to argue whether or not the

'WieeeCnunty'eenvietien is a qnalifying offense? Do yen

25
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understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: Do you élso undérstahd that yau're__
walving your right to Qollaterally attack your conﬁiétion and

sentence on all other grounds that you may legally waivé? Dé
you understand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'ém.

THE CQURT: All right. Nﬂw} do you uﬁderstand that
if the Court accepts your guilty plea to these charges and
your plea is accepted and you're found guilty, that these are
felény charges,.and that that conviﬁtimn will deprive.yﬁu of
céftain.valﬁéble civil rights, such as the_right t@'?ate, the

right to serve on a jury, the right to hold public office, or

the right to possess a firearm? Do you underétand that?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
THE.COURT:- Do you further'underStand that, since you

aré plééding guilty to drug mffenées, if your plea is accepted

and ycu re found gullty of these foenses, that thls willl make

you ineligible for certaln federal beneflts; 1ncludlng certaln
soCiai secuilty and/or fﬁad stamp beneflts? Do you understaﬁd
that? 

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: The plea agreement calls for you £ plead

24 gullty to the two charges cmntalned agalnst you 1n the -

25

indictment. In particular, it calls for you to plead guilty
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to the chgrge contained agalnst yéu ih Cdunt'One of the
indictmentf .

Count. One of.the.indictment charged you with
violatiﬁg Title 21 United_States Code, Sectidns 846 and
841 (b) (1) (A), and that is a charge éf cénSpiracy to.distribute

and possess with intent to distribute 500 grams or more of a

mixture or substance containing a'detectable amcunt of

methamphetamine.

Count Thirtyfseveﬁ of the indictment charged'ygu with

violating_Title 21, United States Code, Sedtions-84l(aj(l) and

-

841(b}(1)(C), and that 1is a charge of possessian with iﬁteﬁﬁ
to-diétribute and/or disﬁributioﬁ ﬁf meﬁhamphefamiﬁe; .

Now, do you underStaﬁd'that if the Cgﬁrt accepts your
guilty.plea and f£inds yoﬁ guilty of Count One of.the
ihdiétment,.that it carries a:posaible mandatory-minimum
seﬁtence of up td 15 years énd a possible méximum'éentencé of
ihcafﬁefafien ﬁf up to life, as.ﬁell as an ﬁp to §20 milli@ﬁ.
fihe?._ |

If the Court.shouid decide_thaﬁ the Wise County
coﬁﬁiction_is not a prior qualifying cbnviction,:yaﬁ wOﬁld,
h&ﬁeﬁer, face at ieast a maﬁdatory minimum_sentende-df,ten
yeérs'impfiéanment; again, a maximum of up tO lifg .
impfisgnment, and an up tml$1OImilliDn-fine.' In b@th cases,
?ou would féﬁéive also a term of supervised release; it would

be Gf'at-least five'years. And there‘s aiméndatmry speclal




10
i

12|

13

14
L5

148

171

18
19
I
21

22|

24

25

. _ 29
U.S5.A. v. Skaggs - 11/1/19

assessment on each count-af 5100.

- With regard to Cmun£ ThirtyQSeveﬁ Qf the indictment,
1f the Coﬁrt.aécepts_your.pleé and finds-you guilty.of.that
foenSe; and the Court decides that you do.have.a'prior
qualifying drug canviction; you are l0dking at.a max J.mum
sentence of up tO 3ijéars imprisonment and a fine of up to
$2 million.

If the Court determines that you do naﬁ.have é pELOE
qualifying conviction, you're looking at a maximum term of
imprisconment of up to 20 years and a fine of up“tg S1 million.
Agaiﬁ, thete would bé a period Df supervisedlrelease imposed,
and-ﬁhare.would be a mandatory special assessment of $100.

. Now,ldﬁ you understand the maximum peﬁaities that may
be impoéed in your case?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes,lma'am,

.THE COURT: Do you understand the_mandatmry minimum_
penalties that may be imposed in.your case?

:THE DEFENDANT: .Yes, ma 'amn.

THE COURT: I want tﬁ make suré thatIYQu-ﬁnderstand,
Mi; Skaggs,.that even if'ﬁhe Court agrées with.ymur arguments
ahd-finds that you do n@t'have a_primr qualifying.offensé;
thét you are looking at at least a.maximum term -- a mandatéry
miﬁimﬁm termlef-impriscnment @f at least ten years. Do you
underéfand théﬁ?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'an.
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1. ~ THE COURT: I want to talk to you just a moment about

2| the supervised release. Supervised release is a term of

3| supervision that's impesed-in addition to any peried.ef

4| incarceration that you serve.._It.dees'het'in.any way-reduee
5 aﬁy'term_ef incarceration. Sheuld_there be a violation ef-ahy
6| of your conditlons of Supervised release,.yeur.term_ef

7| supervision could be revoked and you could be incarcerated

8| again for a further term'ef impriseﬁment; De_yeﬁlUnderstand
9| that? “

10] THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma 'am.

11 R THE COURT Do yeu also understand that lt'S llkely;

12 after that further term of 1mprlsenment, that there weuld be"

131 an additienal term of supervrsed release-lmpeeed?
i | | | -
14| | THE DEFENDANT:  Yes, ma'am.

L5 - THE COURT: Did the plea agreement call for
16| Mr. Skaggs to forfeit any preperty? I den't thlnk 1t lleted'.

17 any, dld lt Mr Juhan? -

. | o . -
18.I | MR. JUHAN: I don't . . . (pause)

1.4 THE COURT: Usually if there's-speeific property

20 taken frem thlS spec1f1c defendant, it would llSt 15

ol ' MR; JUHRN. There 1s none in thlS case, Your Honor.
22l THE COURT: Okay. Thank you.
_23' " Now, Mr. Skagge, do YOu belieﬁe:that you understand

24 all the p0551ble consequences ef yeur plee?

25 | THE DEFENDRNT: Yes, ma'am.
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THE CQURT: Your case 1s covered by the sentencing

2| guidelines. Have you and Mr. Hagan talked about the

3 sehtencing guidelines and their effect on aﬁy sentence that

4
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may be imposed in this case?
THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: . Do you understand that what normally

occurs is the judge must select a sentence from within the

guideline range, and that the guideline range will not be
determined until after a presentence repeft.hae been cempleted'
and a sentencing hearing held?

THE DEFEﬁDANT: Yes;.me'am.

THE COURT: Do you understand that;.aftet YOUr
éuidelihe renge has been determined, that the_judge has the
eutherity in some circumstances te'depart from the guidelines
aﬁd to impeee a sentence that is more severe or 1s less severe
than the eentenee_ealled for by the gdidelinee?

.THE DEFENDRNT: Yes, ma ' amn.

| THE CbﬁRT: De.yeu'further uederetehd that tﬁe.
eenteneing guidelinee are no longer mandatory, and after
considering the guidelines and the factors listed in Title 18,
Uﬁiﬁedwstates.Cede, Section 3553(&),'that the judge may
sentence'euﬁeide of the-guidelinee and up to the statutory
maximum seﬁteﬁcee?.

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am,'

THE COURT: Do you understand that under some
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1 circumstances the government may have a right to appeal any
2] sentence that the Court imposés in the case?
3 - THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

4 ~ THE COURT: Do you understana that you specifically

5 waivedmyﬁur'right to appeal with regard to_any sentence that's
6| imposed, with the exception of whether or not your priof .
.7 conviction should qualilfy as_é-qualifying prioxr cgnvictimn?.
3  THE DEFENDANT: - Yes, maﬁém. .
9 THE COURT: Dm you.understaﬁd that parole has been
10| abolished and that if you are sentenced to a term oI
11 impriSGhment,.you wiii éerve your full term of iﬁprisonmeht
12 less-any Credit the government -— excuse me, the Bureaﬁ of
13| Prisons should give you for gGDd time ér for good behavior?
14_ . THE.DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.
151" . THE COURT Do you-undérstand that yau're-alsa not

16 ellglble for probatlon because the offenses to Whlch y@u are

17 pleadlng guilty carry max1mum.sentences of 25 years oY mmre?
18 | THE DEFENDRNTi Yes, ma'am.
19| THE COURT' Do YDU understand that any sentence that

20 may be 1mposed in the case may be dlfferent from any estlmate-

21 your attﬁrney has glven you, any estimate the U S Attorney's
22| Office has given you, or even any estimate the United States
23 Prmbatiom:Officé may haﬁé prepared for you?

x| THE DEFENDRNT Yes, ma'am.

25| | THE COURT: DD you understand that if the Court does
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not accept any sentencing recommendations oy the'gov&rhment as
set forth in the plea agreement, that you would still be bound
by your plea and you would have no right to withdraw your plea .
on that basis?

- THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma ' arm.

THE COURT: I would like.far you to listen caréfully
as I go over a number-af rights that you are waiving or giving
up by pleading guilty. .

You, of course, have the right to plead nect guilty to .
the charges cgntained against.yDu in the indictment. You have
a right to persist in that plea and you have a right to go to
trial —-.tq trial; to be tried by a jury Gﬁ.EéGh of thbse -
Chargés. -

'Rt'thé triél, you would be preSumed_ihnDcent and thé'

government would have Lo prove your guilt beyond a reasonable

doubt.

Yéu ﬁculd have the right tg.thé asaiétance of yeur”
éﬁunsél étlfrial.' You would have the right'tm sée; heér,.aﬁd
Eﬁ hévé ymﬁr counsel cross?examiﬁe éﬁy of'the gevefnmeﬁt?s'
witnesses. You wauld have the right to call witnesses to
teétify in your behalf.. And 1f those witnesses wmuld n0t
volﬁntarily appear, you would have the righf to héﬁe the Court
cdmpel them.to appéar by the issuance of witness subpoenas.

. . You wmuld have the rlght £o testify if you chose to

dec s0; however, you also have the absolute right net Lo
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-testify, and the fact that ynn did not testify nr the fact
that you did nnt put on any evidence cnuld.nnt be-uned.against:
you. .
Now, Mr. Skadgs, dn-ynu understand that you havé
these rights? . . l

THE DEFENDANT: Yes,.ma'am.

THE COURT: Dn.ynu furnher nnderntand.by entering a
plea of guilty tn the charges.contained in the indictment
against you that ynn?re waiving vour right to trial and all of

10| these rights that are associated with your right to trial?

11| THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

12 THE COURT: Now, just a moment ago 1 advised you

13| again of the charges vou face. You have been charged.with

14| violating Title 21, United States Code, Sections 846 and

15 841(b)(1}(ﬁ)} which is a charge of conspiracy to diétribute
1o and posnessing with intent to distribute 500 grams Or more of

17] a mixture or substance containing a detectable amount of

18 methamphetamine.

1.2 You also have been charged with violating Title 21

-0l United States Code, Sections 841(a) (1) and 841(b) (1) (C), which
.

211 18 a charge of possession with intent to distribute.and/or

22 distributinn of a mixture or substance containing
23| methamphetamine.
24 ) Are you pleading guillty to these charges because you

25| are in fact guilty'nf these chargeé?'”
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THF DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

THE COURT: 1If yeou'll have a seat there at couhsel

_table again. I am going to ask the'gmverﬁmeﬂt-td praffer the

evidence that it would show 1f the case went to trial. -I_have-
to make sure there 1is én'independent basis in fact to support
the acceptance of your pleas. .

Mr . Juhan;

MR. JUHAN:_ Thank you, Your.Hénor,

TFf called to do so at trial, the government would
prove the following facts through admissible eﬁidence:
Between July lst; 2016, and May 1st, 2019, the defeﬁdant,
Travis Skaggs, énd.athérs, kﬁowingly.and inﬁentianélly
conspired td_distribute thraughﬁﬁt.Leé and Wise County,
Virginia, 500.grams or more of a mixture or éubstance
contalnlng methamphetamlne

. The eV1dence would show that, durlng the relevaﬁt
tiﬁelﬁeriod,.Mr. Skéggs purchased significant quantltles of
methamphetamine.frgm lead cﬁdefendantr Travis Penhingtﬁn, as
well as Codéfeﬁdants-Carl'Davis and Susan Mulliﬁs, and that
Mr Skaggé then éald methamphetamlne ipie r551dents of Lee and
Wise Cauhty; Vltglnla, including sales to Alllson Eates and
Leﬁ Hickﬁaﬂ. -

For exampler the'evidence would éhOW_that, during the
ﬁlnter of 2018 Mr. Skaggs was purchésing apprﬁximately'1 tay

2 OUHCES mf methamphetamlne per day from Carl DaV1s, through
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1 .Susan Mullins, and then distributing-the méthamphetamine'he

2| purchased. The evidence would shawithat.Mr. Skaggs had.

31 knowledge of the overall ogjectives'and scope of the charged

_conspiracy and knowingly and voluntarily participated in iﬁ;_
Additionally, the_evidEHCé wogld shﬁw that on or

about September 13th, 2018, Mr. Skaggs knowingly and

7 -inteﬁtioﬁally-pﬁssessed with the intent to distribute

BI approximately 192.2 grams of methamphetamine, a Schedule IX

9} controlled substance. Mr. Skaggs was found in possession of
10| the methamphetamine at Southwest Virginia Regional Jaill, which
11| is in the Western District of.Virginia,'and'the evidence would

12| show that 1.9 grams 1s considered a distribution amount of

13| methamphetamine in jail.

14| ‘These are not all the facts the goﬁérnmeﬁt-coﬁld
s pravé, but they satisfy the elements of the mfféhses to which

1o the'defendaht is pleading guilty.

_17 - . "Thank you, Your Honbr.

18 'IHTHE'COURT:.'StEp béck Jjust a moment,-Mr..Juhan{

19 _ MR. JUHAN:' Yes. ' .

20 :_ . ..iTHE COURT; You said that there was a date in which.
21 Mr.-Skéggs was found in custody —- found in péssessiﬁn of

22| methamphetamine at the Jjail?
23| MR. JUMAN: Yes. That is —- that is the facts that
24| I've been —-—

2 THE COQURT Was'that on the date of his arrest in

=Y
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1| these charges?
MR. HAGAN: Your Honor, may L7

THE COURT: You may, 1f you know, Mr. Hagan.

4 MR. HAGAN: Yes. Mr. Skaggs was arrested in Lee
5| County, taken to Scott Céunty, and the drugs were found upon

6| his intake into the jail.

] THE, COURT: Okay. That's_what T was just asking.
8 | MR. HAGAN: Yeah.
o | THE COURT: I was asking if it was alleged thatldrugs

10| were found upon him on his intake on his original arrest. 1
11] know maﬁy of these defendants came into custody originally on

12| some state charges and were transferred to our custody in lieu

13] of the state prosecution. But 1 was trying.to understand 1f
14 it was upon his_intake or if it was actually alleged that that
151 was part of the cmnspiiacy, bécauﬁe I did not understand that
1o thaf ﬁas alleged as part of the canspiracy;'

17 H .- SD ituwés upﬁh.his intake that he was found in

18| possession?

lé MR. JUHAN: ﬁes, Your Honor.

20 . . THE COURT; OkaY; Thank you.

21 . .MR; JUHAN: Thank you, Your_Honor.

22 | .. THE CQURT: Mr..Skaggs, if you'll stand one last

23| time, please.
24 B Mr. Skaggs, you've heard the facts that the

23 government.says that it could prove 1f the case wént b brial.
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Do you have.any dispute with thosé facts?

THE DEFENDANT: No, ma'ém.

THE COURT: And lét me ask you at this time.haw yOou
wish to plead to the charges contained in CountS'One_and
Thirty-seven of the indictment against ymu,'guilty or not
guilty? .

THE DEFENDANT: Guilty.

THE COURT:  Rnythimg_further, géntlemen, in deciding
whether or:not to accept the plea?

MR. JUHAN:  No, Your Honoﬁ.

MR. HAGAN: No, Your Honor.

- THE CQURT: 'Mr. Skaggs, based an_what I've heard here
today, I aﬁ going to.accept-your.pleas of gulilty to these tTwoO
charges. I fiﬁd you're fully competent and capaﬁlé Gf'.
éntéring'an infarmed plea, that you're doing so knéwingly and
valuntarily, énd thaf there's an independent:basié in faét to
éupﬁérf eaéh 5f the essential elements of the chargés against
you. The%ef@re,ll'm-gﬁing té.accept yéur_pleas, and I'm going
to-recommeﬁd that the Court finds you guilty of the foEﬂSESa

o I 3130; since Ehere is no charge that is té be
dismissed pﬁrsuant.to this plea agreement, Ifm also golng to

accept the plea agreemeﬁt.
Now, as I mentioned eaxrlier, a written presentence'
report.ﬁill be prépared to assist Judge,Jaﬁes. This case goes

back befmré Judge Jones fdr.sentencing._ A written presentence
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report will be prepared by the probation office to assist him

in sentencing.

‘After the report 1is prepared, your atfgrney will
receive a copy of it, and he will come and go over that
information with you. And youill héve a right to file any
cbjections you have to the information contained in the
report.

I just remind cauﬁsel, the way the presentence
reports are distributed now is they'ré filed on the_dmckét.
Ydu can then download those. Ahd,lcf-coﬁrse, any written
Dbjectiﬁns to the presentence report must be made withiﬁ 14
days after receiliving the.repart by filing them-baCK on the
docket. .

Now, before I took the bench, cgﬁnsel cansulted”with
the éierk énd'héﬁe agreed on a frial date'~¥.éﬁcuse mé, a
SEntéﬁcing déte and time forﬁMr. Skaggs Qf Febrqary.the_4£h at
2:30fp.m; .

. Now, Mr. Skaggs,'de you have any questions bf the
Court tadayf,' . .
THE DEFEﬂDANT: No, ma'ém.
THE COURT? Counsel, do you know Df'anything further
we need to take up 1n Mr. Skaggs' caée?
. ..“ MR; JUHAN: No, Your Honor.

MR. HAGAN: No, Your Honor.

THE'COURT: Mr. Skaggs, I will remand you back to the
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custody of the Marshals Servicef sir,_and you'll-come back
before the court in Fébruary for your Sentencihg.-

. If there's nothing further, then the Court will stand
in adjournment. Thank you. .

(Court adjourned at 11:55 a.m.)
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