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MOTION 

Petitioner Michael Stumph (“Stumph”) respectfully requests leave to file the 

attached Petition for a Writ of Certiorari without prepayment of costs and to 

proceed in forma pauperis.  

This relief is warranted because during all phases of the proceedings below 

Stumph sought similar relief and counsel was appointed to him. Counsel was 

appointed by the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas on January 6, 2017 to 

represent Stumph in the capital trial proceedings for State v. Stumph, No. B-

1607280. Entry attached at Apx. 0001. On September 21, 2017, the Hamilton 

County Court of Common Pleas appointed a mitigation specialist for the case to be 

paid at public expense. Entry attached at Apx. 0002. 

Counsel was appointed by the Hamilton County Court of Common Pleas on 

May 21, 2019 and May 29, 2019, respectively, to represent Stumph in his direct 

appeal before the Court of Appeals of Ohio, First Appellate District in State v. 

Stumph, No. C-190318. Entries attached at Apx. 0004 & 0005.  

As further grounds for relief, Stumph has been incarcerated in the Warren 

Correctional Institution on a sentence of life without the possibility of parole 

without the opportunity to maintain employment during the years-long pendency of 

these proceedings. He therefore remains indigent and unable to hire counsel.  

For the foregoing reasons, Stumph respectfully requests leave to file the 

attached Petition for a Writ of Certiorari without prepayment of costs and to 

proceed in forma pauperis. 
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