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A. SO ALMOST ANYTHING INVOLVING THE ELECTION THEN HAS TO --

THE DATES HAVE TO BE MOVED.  QUALIFYING DATES CAN BE MOVED VIA

THE SAME ORDER.  BUT THE EARLY VOTING DATES CAN -- OBVIOUSLY BY

NECESSITY NEED TO BE MOVED WHEN THE ELECTION DATE IS MOVED.

AND SO -- I MEAN, FOR EXAMPLE, THERE HAVE BEEN TIMES WHERE WE

HAVE HAD TO CURTAIL EARLY VOTING DATES BECAUSE OF CERTAIN

ISSUES.  WE'VE HAD TO MOVE EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS, ALL OF

WHICH, AGAIN, HAVE BEEN DONE IN COOPERATION WITH THE SECRETARY

OF STATE'S OFFICE AND THROUGH THOSE TWO SEPARATE ORDERS.

Q. SO YOU MENTIONED THAT EVEN ELECTION DATES HAVE BEEN

CHANGED IN THE PAST?

A. THAT'S RIGHT.  I MEAN, IT'S BEEN DONE ON -- UNFORTUNATELY,

WE'VE HAD A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH THIS IN THE LAST TWO YEARS.

FOR -- IN '20, THE ORIGINAL APRIL-MAY ELECTIONS OF THE SPRING

OF '20 WERE MOVED TWICE.  THEY WERE MOVED FROM APRIL AND MAY TO

JUNE AND JULY, AND THEN FROM JUNE AND JULY TO JULY AND AUGUST.

SO THOSE WERE OBVIOUSLY DONE AS A RESULT OF THE RAGING COVID

OUTBREAK THAT WE HAD IN THE SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER OF '20.

AND THEN, AS I SAID, JUST LAST YEAR WE MOVED THE ELECTION DATES 

FOR HURRICANE IDA. 

Q. SO IF ELECTION DATES HAVE BEEN CHANGED, THEN CERTAINLY

PRE-ELECTION DEADLINES HAVE BEEN CHANGED AS WELL?

A. THAT'S CORRECT.  WHEN THE SECRETARY OF STATE ISSUES HIS

EMERGENCY DECLARATION -- THE WAY THIS HAS BEEN DONE IN PRACTICE

AT LEAST IS THAT THE SECRETARY ISSUES A WRITTEN EMERGENCY
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COUNSEL, WHICH AMONGST OTHER THINGS, INVOLVES ISSUES WITH THE

LEGISLATURE AND WE -- IT'S A PRETTY BROAD PORTFOLIO OF ISSUES

THAT I COVER WITH THE GOVERNOR.  WE HAVE A FAIRLY SMALL TEAM,

AND WE DON'T HAVE PARTICULARLY DEFINED ROLES.  SO WHATEVER THE

GOVERNOR NEEDS ME TO DO IS WHAT I'M GOING TO DO.

Q. AND HAVE THOSE ACTIVITIES EVER INVOLVED LOUISIANA'S

ELECTIONS?

A. SO IN A COUPLE OF DIFFERENT WAYS.  THE GOVERNOR IS THE

OFFICER WHO CALLS SPECIAL ELECTIONS IN THE STATE.  SO AT LEAST

OUTSIDE OF THE -- OUTSIDE OF LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS.  SO THOSE

ARE ALL ISSUES THAT COME ACROSS MY DESK AND THE GOVERNOR CALLS

SPECIAL ELECTIONS FROM MAYORS TO JUDGES AND EVERYTHING IN

BETWEEN.

IN ADDITION, WE HAVE HAD A LOT OF WORK WITH THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE ON ISSUING SPECIAL ELECTION PLANS 

THAT HAVE COME ABOUT AS A RESULT OF EMERGENCIES OR NATURAL 

DISASTERS.  AND SO THAT'S SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE WORKED CLOSELY 

WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE, BECAUSE THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS 

A ROLE IN THAT, AS DOES THE GOVERNOR.  IT'S ULTIMATELY THE 

GOVERNOR'S ORDER THAT IMPLEMENTS A MOVEMENT OF ELECTION DATES 

OR QUALIFYING DATES, WHATEVER IT MAY BE. 

Q. AND CAN YOU GIVE SOME EXAMPLES OF WHEN ELECTIONS, ELECTION

DATES, ELECTION DEADLINES HAVE BEEN MOVED IN THOSE SORTS OF

CIRCUMSTANCES?

A. SURE.  SO BY MY RECOLLECTION, IT'S SOMEWHERE AROUND --
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THERE ARE TWO DIFFERENT PROCEDURES.  THERE IS A PROCEDURE THAT

INVOLVES JUST THE SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE GOVERNOR, AND THEN

THERE'S A PROCEDURE, WHICH I KNOW THIS COURT IS VERY FAMILIAR

WITH, THAT INVOLVES AN ACTION TAKEN BY THE LEGISLATURE AS WELL

TO APPROVE AN EMERGENCY ELECTION PLAN THAT ALTERS VOTING

REGULATIONS, ET CETERA.

BUT FOR THE MOVEMENT OF DATES OR POLLING LOCATIONS OR 

QUALIFYING DATES, THAT -- I BELIEVE THAT'S BEEN DONE NINE TIMES 

SINCE WE HAVE BEEN IN OFFICE, THE MOST RECENT BEING JUST LAST 

YEAR AFTER HURRICANE IDA.  OBVIOUSLY, THERE WAS WIDESPREAD 

DEVASTATION THROUGHOUT SOUTHEAST LOUISIANA.  AND SO THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE AND THE GOVERNOR WORKED TOGETHER ON MOVING 

THE OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER ELECTIONS TO NOVEMBER/DECEMBER OF LAST 

YEAR.   

AND SO THAT REQUIRES THE SECRETARY TO ISSUE AN 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION.  THAT EMERGENCY DECLARATION IS THEN 

RATIFIED VIA EXECUTIVE ORDER BY THE GOVERNOR, AND THE GOVERNOR 

THEN, PER HIS ORDER, MOVES THE ELECTION DATES.  AND SO THAT WAS 

DONE LAST YEAR, AGAIN, MOVING THE ELECTION DATES FROM 

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER TO NOVEMBER/DECEMBER. 

Q. YOU'VE SPECIFICALLY MENTIONED ALTERATIONS TO POLLING

PLACES, MOVING SOME DEADLINES.  

AND CAN YOU GIVE US EXAMPLES OF OTHER ELECTION

DETAILS THAT HAVE BEEN CHANGED IN RESPONSE TO DISASTERS AND

OTHER EMERGENCIES?
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THAT'S RIGHT.  I MEAN, IT'S BEEN DONE ON -- UNFORTUNATELY,

WE'VE HAD A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH THIS IN THE LAST TWO YEARS.

FOR -- IN '20, THE ORIGINAL APRIL-MAY ELECTIONS OF THE SPRING

OF '20 WERE MOVED TWICE.  THEY WERE MOVED FROM APRIL AND MAY TOOF '20 WERE MOVED TWICE.  THEY WERE MOVED FROM APRIL AND MAY TO

JUNE AND JULY, AND THEN FROM JUNE AND JULY TO JULY AND AUGUST.

SO THOSE WERE OBVIOUSLY DONE AS A RESULT OF THE RAGING COVID

OUTBREAK THAT WE HAD IN THE SPRING AND EARLY SUMMER OF '20.

AND THEN, AS I SAID, JUST LAST YEAR WE MOVED THE ELECTION DATES 

FOR HURRICANE IDA. 
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CERTIFICATION THAT HAS A REQUEST FOR A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT

ITEMS TO BE MOVED NORMALLY IN CORRELATION TO THE EXACT DATES

THAT THEY WOULD HAVE OTHERWISE BEEN, BUT JUST THE DATES HAVE

BEEN BACKED UP.

AND SO -- THEN THE GOVERNOR'S ORDER ESSENTIALLY 

MIRRORS THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S REQUEST, AT LEAST IN ALL OF 

THESE IN USING THIS PROCEDURE.  I CAN'T REMEMBER A TIME WHERE 

THERE WASN'T AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNOR AND THE 

SECRETARY OF STATE.   

OBVIOUSLY, THERE WAS A DISAGREEMENT IN USING THE 

OTHER PROCEDURE FOR THE -- FOR THE FALL '20 ELECTIONS.  BUT 

THAT WAS DONE THROUGH THE DIFFERENT PROCEDURE THAT INVOLVES THE 

LEGISLATURE TO ACTUALLY APPROVE OF A VOTING PLAN. 

Q. AND IN SOME CASES HAVE THESE CHANGES BEEN MADE CLOSE IN

TIME TO ELECTIONS?

A. THEY HAVE.  AND USUALLY BECAUSE WE WERE HAVING TO RESPOND

TO SOME EVENT THAT HAS HAPPENED THAT IS GOING TO CAUSE A -- THE

NEED FOR A DELAY.  SO I BELIEVE THAT THE ORDER FOR THE IDA

ELECTIONS HAPPENED IN EARLY SEPTEMBER.  OBVIOUSLY, I THINK THAT

HURRICANE CAME AND HIT ON THE 29TH OF AUGUST.  SO IN THE

IMMEDIATE AFTERMATH, WE KNEW THERE WAS GOING TO BE AN ISSUE.

THOSE ELECTIONS WERE SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER.  AND SO WE NEEDED

TO BE ABLE TO RESPOND PRETTY QUICKLY.  BUT, YOU KNOW -- SO ALL

OF THESE ARE DONE WITHIN A MONTH OR TWO OF THE ELECTION.  IT'S

NOT NORMALLY SOMETHING WE CAN PLAN MONTHS AND MONTHS IN ADVANCE
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FOR.

Q. SO IN THE PAST WHEN DEADLINES HAVE BEEN ALTERED, WHEN

OTHER ELECTION DETAILS HAVE BEEN CHANGED, WAS THE STATE STILL

ABLE TO SUCCESSFULLY ADMINISTER THESE ELECTIONS?

A. I BELIEVE SO.  I MEAN, OBVIOUSLY IT'S A HUGE CHALLENGE,

BUT IT'S SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH.  I

SAY "WE HAVE A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH," THE SECRETARY HAS A LOT

OF EXPERIENCE WITH.  THE LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS HAVE A LOT OF

EXPERIENCE WITH PULLING THESE OFF.  IT'S NOT EASY, BUT I THINK,

FOR THE MOST PART, THAT HAS BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING

THOSE CHANGES MADE AND ADMINISTERED.

Q. THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE WAS ABLE TO IMPLEMENT

THOSE ELECTIONS?

A. I HAVE HEARD NOTHING TO BE ABLE TO DISPUTE THAT.

Q. AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, I ASSUME, WAS ABLE TO

INFORM VOTERS OF ANY CHANGES?

A. I THINK THAT'S CORRECT, YES.  I MEAN, I CAN'T ASSURE YOU

THAT EVERY SINGLE VOTER WAS NOTIFIED IN THE WAY THEY SHOULD.

BUT I BELIEVE GLOBALLY AND GENERALLY THAT VOTERS WERE GIVEN THE

INFORMATION THEY NEED.

Q. AND LOUISIANIANS HAD THE ABILITY TO CAST THEIR BALLOTS?

A. YES.

Q. DID ELECTORAL CHAOS ENSUE?

A. NOT THAT I'M AWARE OF, NO.

Q. IS IT FAIR TO SAY THAT THE STATE OF LOUISIANA HAS AN
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BUT IT'S SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH.  IBUT IT'S SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH.  I

SAY "WE HAVE A LOT OF EXPERIENCE WITH," THE SECRETARY HAS A LOT

OF EXPERIENCE WITH.  THE LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS HAVE A LOT OFOF EXPERIENCE WITH.  THE LOCAL ELECTION OFFICIALS HAVE A LOT OF

EXPERIENCE WITH PULLING THESE OFF.  IT'S NOT EASY, BUT I THINK,EXPERIENCE WITH PULLING THESE OFF.  IT'S NOT EASY, BUT I THINK,

FOR THE MOST PART, THAT HAS BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING

THOSE CHANGES MADE AND ADMINISTERED.

Q. THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE WAS ABLE TO IMPLEMENT

THOSE ELECTIONS?

A. I HAVE HEARD NOTHING TO BE ABLE TO DISPUTE THAT.

Q. AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE, I ASSUME, WAS ABLE TO

INFORM VOTERS OF ANY CHANGES?

A. I THINK THAT'S CORRECT, YES.  I MEAN, I CAN'T ASSURE YOU

Q. AND LOUISIANIANS HAD THE ABILITY TO CAST THEIR BALLOTS?

A. YES.

Q. DID ELECTORAL CHAOS ENSUE?

A. NOT THAT I'M AWARE OF, NO.
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A. NO.

Q. IN FACT, IS IT POSSIBLE THAT THERE ARE MORE LOUISIANIANS

IN THIS ROOM WHO CLAIM THEIR FUNDAMENTAL VOTING RIGHTS ARE

BEING VIOLATED THAN CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATES IN THE ENTIRE

STATE WHO WILL FILE BY NOMINATING PETITION?

A. I'M NOT AWARE OF THAT.

Q. NO FURTHER QUESTIONS.  THANK YOU.

A. SURE.

THE COURT:  REDIRECT?

MR. STRACH:  NONE, YOUR HONOR.

THE COURT:  OKAY.  THANK YOU, MS. HADSKEY.  

THE WITNESS:  THANK YOU.

THE COURT:  YOU MAY STEP DOWN.

OKAY.  ARE THERE ANY FURTHER WITNESSES? 

MR. STRACH:  NO, YOUR HONOR.  DEFENSE RESTS.

THE COURT:  OKAY.  IS THERE ANY REBUTTAL?

MS. KHANNA:  NO, YOUR HONOR.

MR. NAIFEH:  NONE FROM THE ROBINSON PLAINTIFFS.

THE COURT:  OKAY.  THE COURT WILL CONSIDER THE CASE

SUBMITTED.  THE COURT THANKS ALL COUNSEL FOR THEIR DILIGENT AND

HARD WORK.  Y'ALL TRIED A REALLY GOOD CASE.  

OKAY.  SO LET'S TALK ABOUT POST-TRIAL FILINGS.  

THE COURT HAS ALREADY ORDERED THAT THE PARTIES MAY BE PERMITTED 

TO FILE FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW ON OR BEFORE  

CLOSE OF BUSINESS ON APRIL -- I'M SORRY, MAY 18, 2022.  THE 
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OKAY.  ARE THERE ANY FURTHER WITNESSES? OKAY.  ARE THERE ANY FURTHER WITNESSES? 

MR. STRACH:  NO, YOUR HONOR.  DEFENSE RESTS.  NO, YOUR HONOR.  DEFENSE RESTS.  NO, YOUR HONOR.  DEFENSE RESTS.
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A. YES.

Q. AND THE GOVERNOR INITIALLY VETOED THE LEGISLATURE'S

CONGRESSIONAL PLAN ON MARCH 9TH THAT THE LEGISLATURE OVERRODE

THREE WEEKS LATER.  IS THAT CORRECT?

A. YES.

Q. IF THE LEGISLATURE HAD FAILED TO OVERRIDE THE -- THE

GOVERNOR'S VETO OF THE CONGRESSIONAL PLAN, YOU ARE NOT

SUGGESTING IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE TO HOLD A CONGRESSIONAL

ELECTION IN NOVEMBER, ARE YOU?

A. I'M NOT SAYING IT WOULDN'T BE IMPOSSIBLE.  I'M SAYING THAT

I'M CONCERNED ABOUT ERRORS THAN CAN OCCUR TRYING TO RUSH

THROUGH THE PROCESS.

Q. YOU WOULD SEEK TO FULFILL YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE

THAT ELECTIONS RUN ON THE SCHEDULE THAT'S REQUIRED.  CORRECT?

A. YES.

Q. AND YOU HAD TO RELY ON YOUR 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN

ELECTION ADMINISTRATION TO DO SO?

A. YES, ABSOLUTELY.  AND I -- I DO WANT TO SAY THAT THE -- IN

THE HISTORY OF ELECTIONS THAT I'VE WORKED IN THE STATE, WE HAVE

HAD TO MOVE STATE ELECTIONS DUE TO EMERGENCIES, DUE TO

HURRICANES, DUE TO THINGS LIKE THAT, BUT NEVER IN MY CAREER

HAVE WE MOVED A FEDERAL ELECTION.  WE CAN'T, IT'S IN THE

CONSTITUTION.  SO THAT IS A FEAR FACTOR TO MAKE SURE THAT

EVERYTHING IS OKAY.  YOU NEVER WANT TO HEAR, "WAIT A MINUTE.  I

GOT MY JURISDICTIONS WRONG" THE WEEK BEFORE AN ELECTION.
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YES, ABSOLUTELY.  AND I -- I DO WANT TO SAY THAT THE -- INYES, ABSOLUTELY.  AND I -- I DO WANT TO SAY THAT THE -- IN

THE HISTORY OF ELECTIONS THAT I'VE WORKED IN THE STATE, WE HAVE

HAD TO MOVE STATE ELECTIONS DUE TO EMERGENCIES, DUE TO

HURRICANES, DUE TO THINGS LIKE THAT, BUT NEVER IN MY CAREER
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