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FIRST DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

_____________________________ 
 

No. 1D20-501 
_____________________________ 

 
TYLER LANDON THORNTON, 
 

Appellant, 
 

v. 
 
STATE OF FLORIDA, 
 

Appellee. 
_____________________________ 

 
 
On appeal from the Circuit Court for Duval County. 
Kevin Blazs, Judge. 
 

January 21, 2021 
 
 
PER CURIAM.  
 

We affirm the summary denial of Appellant’s timely motion 
for postconviction relief on the claim that his plea resulted from 
overweening and fraudulent religious influence of a roommate in 
the jail, and was therefore not freely, voluntarily, knowingly, and 
intelligently entered. 

ROBERTS, OSTERHAUS, and JAY, JJ., concur. 
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_____________________________ 
 
Not final until disposition of any timely and 
authorized motion under Fla. R. App. P. 9.330 or 
9.331. 

_____________________________ 
 
 

William Mallory Kent and Ryan Edward McFarland of Kent & 
McFarland, Jacksonville, for Appellant. 
 
Ashley Moody, Attorney General, and Julian E. Markham, 
Assistant Attorney General, Tallahassee, for Appellee. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, OF THE
FOURTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND
FOR DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 1 6-201 4-CF-009't s0-AXXX
DIVISION: CR- G

STATE OF FLORIDA,

TYLER LANDON THORNTON,

THIS CAUSE came on for consideration on Thornton's Motion Pursuant to Rule

3.850, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure, to Vacate Judgment and Sentence, in the

Form Required by Rule 3.987, as filed with the Clerk on November 19, 2018, and this

Court, having taken judicial notice of the court file per Secfion 90.202(6), Florida

Evidence Code, and having considered the two count Second Amended lnformation, as

filed with the Clerk on August 19, 2016, the Judgment and Sentence, as entered on August

29,2016, and the Order of Sex Offender Probation, as filed with the Clerk on October 4,

2018, and being otherwise fully advised of the premises therein, finds that the Defendant

asserts that he received and acted upon faulty and self-interested religious counsel offered

by a cell-mate in reaching his decision to accept the State's plea offer, and this Court

concludes that the Defendant's reliance on the faulty and self-interested religious counsel

of a cell-mate does not render the plea "involuntary", under Rule 3,850(a)(5), Florida

Rules of Criminal Procedure, nor is defective religious counsel a basis for relief for

ineffective assistance of legal counsel (Strickland v. Washington. 466 US 668 (1984))

and the Motion is time barred under Rure 3.850(b)(1), Florida Rules of Criminal

Procedure, and it is, therefore,

ORDER ON MOTION PURSUANT TO RULE 3.850

Filing # 101641126 E-Filed 01/14/2020 03:20:11 PM



ORDERED AND ADJUDGED:

Thornton's Motion Pursuant to Rule 3.850, Florida Rules of Criminal Procedure, to

Vacate Judgment and Sentence, in the Form Required by Rule 3.987, as filed with the

Clerk on November 19, 2018, is hereby respectfully DENIED, with prejudice.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Jacksonville, Duval County, Florida on this

214^rof January, 2020.

#.
Honorable Blazs

Circuit Court Judge

Copies to:
Office of the State Attorney via e-service
William Mallory Kent, Esquire, via e-service
Tyler L. Thornton #J51216,20706 US Highway 90 West, Sanderson, Florida 32087

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I do certify that a copy of the foregoing has been furnished to Defendant by U.S.

mail and the Office of the State Attorney via email listed above this _ day of

January, 2020.

Deputy Clerk

Case No. : 201 4-CF-0091 S0-AXXX
KAB/bae
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