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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
WESTERN DISTRICT

No. 2 WM 2021JACK E. ALLEN,

Petitioner

v.

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA,

Respondent

ORDER

PER CURIAM

AND NOW, this 6th day of April, 2021, the Application for Leave to File Original 

Process is GRANTED, and the Petition for Writ of Habeas Corpus .is DENIED.

A True Copy Patricia Nicola 
As Of 04/06/2021

Attest:__ ______________
Chief ClerRT
Supreme Court Or Pennsylvania
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DEPARTMENT OF LABORATORIES 
Charles L. Wlnek, Ph.D., Director\

Y'
CASE ORDER — TOXICOLOGY 

Coroner’s Office
Theresa AllenA95-2050 Deceeeed’e Nerae.Autopay M,

7/20/95Dr. Rozin Type of DeathOata of Daath.Autopay Projector.
7/20/95-10:00 a.m.K. Kyser -Data.Bleed Dre^n by.

Oata.Submitted by. 
9paolm«n(a) RacelvW by^_

7/20/95-11:00 a.m.T951847L. Covert BoL#. Data

&PECtM£N(S) SUBi&TTED:
XX X

liver.E'/t FHlM. Kidney.Haart _ Bit*.Urine.
Tranithonde Stood.Cerebral SptMl Flu5fl_ Brain.Chaat Blood. Btomicri Content*.

Drug*.

Other

LABORATORV FINDINGS:

BLOOD
Plasma Alcohol - Not Detected
Salicylate - Not Detected
Carbon Monoxide - Not Detected
Cyanide - Not Detected
Barbiturates- Positive: Phenobarbital
Acidic Drugs - Positive: Phenytoin
Neutral Drugs - Not Detected
Benzodiazepines (GLC) - Not Delected
Basic Drugs (GLC) - Not Detected
Barbiturates (GLC) - Positive: Phenytoin, Phenobarbital
TDX Phenytoin - 3.11 mcg/ml
TDX Phenobarbital - 6,76mcg/ml

■

\

EYE FLUID 
Alcohol - Not Detected

Reported by
8/18/95i

Date.
Churle© L Wlnek, Ph D . Qractoct CWef Totfcologist
Wellgri O. CoUom, M.9., Deputy exactor A Awistcnt Chief Toxicologist
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OFFICE OF THE CORONER

642 FOURTH AVENUE • PITTSBURGH, PA 1S21S • (412) 350-4600 
FAX: (412) 350-4639F. JAMES GHEGRIS 

ACTING CORONER
ARTHUR G. GILKES, JR. 

CHIEF DEPUTY CORONER
LEON ROZIN, M.D.

CHIEF FORENSIC PATHOLOGIST

ARNOLD FRIEDMAN, e$Q 
SOUClTOR

A. SHAKIR, M.D.
FELLOWSHIP & RESIDENCY DIRECTOR

CHARLES L, WINEK, Ph.D.
CHIEF TOXICOLOGIST

Deceased; Theresa Allen 
Age: 36yrs 
Date of Autopsy;
Date Reported;

Case No.: A95-2050
Sex: Female
Date of Death: 19 Jul 95

White 
. 20 Jul 95 8:00 AM

19 Jul 95

Race:

ANATOMIC DIAGNOSES:
I. SHOTGUN WOUND TO THE BACK, PELLETS AND WADDING RECOVERED

a. Shotgun wound entrance - right posterior distal thorax.
b. Perforation of the posterior thoracic wall.
c. Laceration of the right lung and liver. •
d. Hemothorax# right and hemoperitoneum.
e. Fractures of ribs, right {along the pathway of the blast).

II, ^™Sm™ST THORACOTOMY, LEFT? CELIOTOMY AND PLACEMENT OF RIGHT CHEST TUBE# TERMINAL.

OPINION:

a singlebshotgun^wound to ^uly CeSU^fc °f

MANNER OF DEATH:
1995.

:omici

Leon Rosin, M.D Chief Fofensic Pathologist* t

el j
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AUTOPSY REPORT

Case No: A95-205Q
Page 2

NARRATIVE SUMMARY:

The autopsy was performed on July 20, 1995, at 8:00 a.m.

Chief Forensic Pathologist/ prosector,Leon Rozin, m.D 

K« Kyser, Autopsy Room Technician. 

L. Zabelsky, Photographer.

• t

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

The body is that of a well developed, adequately nourished white 

female, weighing 130 pounds, measuring 66 inches and appearing to be 

the stated age of 36 years.

The body is nude.

No jewelry, rings or watch is present. ‘ *

The temperature of the body is cold to the touch. Rigor mortis * 
is well developed and present to an equal extent in all joints, 

pie, non-fixed livor mortis, is evident over the posterior parts of the 

body. The body shows no evidence of decomposition. The skin is pale, 
dry and smooth.

The head and face exhibit no trauma. 
of a medium length, 

corneae and lenses are transparent. 

gestlon is noted in either coniunctivae. 

round, equal, central and measure 0.5cm. in diameter. 
external auditory canals are unremarkable. The skeleton of the nose

Pur-

The head hair is brown and 

The eyes are brown with pale conjunctiva©*
No petechial hemorrhages or con- 

The pupils are regular, 

The ears and.

The
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/ AUTOPSY REPORT

Case Noi A95-2050

Page 3

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: "Continued"
is intact and no foreign material is present in the nostrils. 

elon material is present in the pral cavity
No*for- 

The gums are normal. 
The upper and lower teeth are natural and in a good state of dental 
repair, 

trauma.
The lips, oral mucosa and the tongue reveal no evidence of

The neck is symmetrical and unremarkable.
The shoulders are symmetrical.

The chest is symmetrical and exhibits surgical incisions, which 

will be described below.

The abdomen J.s flat and no masses can be palpated through the 

abdominal wall.
^The back is symmetrical and exhibits injuries, which will be de­

scribed below.

The external genitalia and the anus are unremarkable.
The extremities are symmetrical and exhibit no trauma.

The fingernails are regular, clean and unremark-

The skin of
No edema Is present in the ankles or

p

Both
hands are bagged, 
able. The toenails are clean, short and unremarkable, 
the legs exhibits no changes.
legs.

Passive motion of the neck, shoulders, elbows, wrists, fingers# 

hips, knees and ankles fails to elicit any bony crepitus or abnormal 
motion.
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AUTOPSY REPORT

A95-2050Case No:

Page 4

“Continued"

No recent needle marks or punctiform scars are noted in either 

antecubital fossa* iriterphalaogeal spaces of the hands or feet* under 

the tongue or on the gums.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION:

i
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V
AUTOPSY. REPORT

Case N01 A95-2050

Page 5

EVIDENCE OF RECENT TRAUMA:

EVIDENCE OF SHOTGUN BLAST TO THE BACK:

SHOTGUN BLAST OF ENTRANCE:

On the posterior aspect of the right distal thorax, 54cm. below 

the level of the top of the head and Bern, to the right of the posteri- 

,or-midline of the back, there is a- roughly' round “shotgun wound en­
trance with loss of soft tissues (skin, subcutaneous tissues and*mus- 

cles) measuring 4cm. in diameter, 

rhagic, irregular and have ragged margins.
The edges of this wound are heraor- 

The entry wound is sur­

rounded with satellite perforations (pellet wounds) at the margin of
the main defect* The area of pellets measures 5 x 6cm. 

soot or powder stippling noted around this shotgun wound entrance

There is no

(with an unaided eye). 
TRACK OF THE BLAST:

The shotgun blast perforates the entire thickness of the right 

posterior thoracic wall, (Including the ninth, tenth and eleventh right 

^rTbs^ between the scapular and iuxtaapinal lines, creating a defect in 

the thoracic wall, measuring 5 x 6cm* Then the pellets lacerate the 

lower lobe of the right lung, perforate the right dome of the dia­
phragm# lacerate the right hepatic lobe and perforate the diaphragm 

again (the wadding has been retrieved during the surgery and given to 

Lawrence Township Police), Then the pellets perforate the-right-afit-e— 

rior thoracic cage/(fifth, sixth and seventh ribs))and enter the
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AUTOPSY REPORT

A95-2Q50Case No:
Page 6

“Continued"'EVIDENCE OF RECENT TRAUMA:
EVIDENCE OF SHOTGUN BLAST TO THE BACK:

TRACK OF THE BLAST:
Multiple pellets were retrieved from the right breast

There is a marked# dark red# well
right breast.

and adjacent muscles of the chest.
.. ...demarcated- hemorrhage- along-the-entire-pathway-of the-blast. There is 

, of bloody fluid in the right chest cavity*and 300ml. of-blood400ml
in the peritoneal cavity.
SITE OF RECOVERY OF THE PELLETS

White, metal pellets have been retrieved with gloved fingers from 

the hemorrhagic right breast and adjacent muscles of the bright anteri­

or distal chest wall. The pellets are preserved in a properly labeled
envelope with the name of the deceased and given to autopsy technician

The wadding has been retrieved by a sur-K. Kyser for preservation, 

geon during the thoracotomy and sent to the Lawrence Township Police •

Department.

TRAJECTORY OF TEE SHOTGUN BLAST:
The trajectory of the shotgun blast is ^jTrontwarfl^ minimally 

rightward and upward?)
EVIDENCE OF RECENT KEPICAL AND SURGICAL TREATMENT:

transverse! stitched# surgical incision is situated0. A 16cm.
under the left breast.

longitudinal, stitched, surgical incision is noted2. A 20cm.
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AUTOPSY REPORT

Case No; A95-2050
Page 7

j*.

EVIDENCE OF RECENT MEDICAL AND SURGICAT. TREATMENT: ‘'Continued" 

along the anterior midline (proximal half) of the abdomen.
3. A chest tube has been inserted in the right lateral wall of 

the thorax.

4, Hospital needle marks are present in both antecubital fofiRA*
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AUTOPSY REPORT

Case No: A95-2050

/fage~~5)

INTERNAL EXAMINATION:

BODY CAVITIES:
The abdominal £atThe body is opened by a "YH shaped incision, 

pad is 1cm. thick at the umbilicus. 

chest and abdominal wall are normal in color and consistency.

The undamaged muscles of the

The

undamaged, ribs,..sternum--and-spine exhibit no-fractures. The left

pleural cavity is smooth and moist.. The rioht*pleural cavity contains 

400cc’s of bloody fluid. The(peritoneal cavitvrcontains 200cc‘s of 

bloody fluid. The liver and spleen do not extend below the costal 

margins. The bladder lies below the synphysip pubis. The organs of 

the pleural and peritoneal cavities are in their usual positions in 

situ. The mesentery and omentum are unremarkable.
NECK:

The soft tissues of the neck# thyroid and cricoid cartilages, 

larynx# and hvoid bone° show no hemorrhage or evidence of traumatic 

injury. Dissection of the neck reveals no traumatic injuries. The 

laryngeal mucosa*is pink. The epiglottis^and vocal cords are unre­

markable.

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEMi
The heart weighs 215 grama. The pericardium has been surgically

The

The right and
opened and contains no liquid. The epicardial surface is smooth, 

external configuration of the heart is unremarkable, 

left ventricles are unremarkable. The endocardium and valve leaflets

i!
ii!
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AUTOPSY REPORT

A95-2050Case No:

Page 9

"Continued”INTERNAL EXAMINATION; ,
CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM;
are smooth, transparent and exhibit no thrgmbi., vegetations or fibro­

sis. The trabeculae carneae and papillary muscles are unremarkable*
The right ventricle is 0.2cm. thick 

and .the . left ventricle- is -1.2cm.- thick..-The coronary.-arteries - have 

their usual distribution with a right predominance. The coronary os­
tia are normal in patency. Multiple cross sections at 0.2cm. inter­
vals show no pathological changes. The myocardium is of usual consis­

tency, brown and grossly homogeneous

The aorta is unremarkable.

The venae cavae are unremarkable.
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM; ^

The shotgun blast in the right lung has been previously des­
cribed. The right lung weighs 375 grams and the left lung weighs 260

The pleurae are delicate 

The lungs are not distended and are variegated pink- 

The lung parenchyma is of usual consistency. The

No nodularity is seen.
The extra and intrapulmonary bronchi are unremarkable, 

monary arteries and veins exhibit no pathological change, 

and mediastinal lymph nodes are not enlarged.

The chordae tendineae are usual.

grams. The tracheal mucosa is unremarkable, 

and glistening, 

gray to red-gray.
lung tissue is slightly edematous.

The p.ul*r 
The hilar
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AUTOPSY REPORT

A95-2050 • 

QjOiJAl

Case No:

Page 10

"Continued"INTERNALEXAMINATION:
HEPATOBILIARY SYSTEM:

The shotgun blast to' the right hepatic lobe has been previously 

The li^er~weighs 1190 grams. The capsule of Glisson is 

The external surface is smooth/ glistening and light

described, 

transparent.
...brown (pale). The-borders are-sharp,--The parenchyma*is of usual con­

sistency and brown with the usual lobular architecture,
The gallbladder has delicate walls and contains a fev cc's of 

light brown bile and has a smooth mucosa.

The intra and extrahepatic biliary ducts are patent. The hepatic 

and portal veins and the hepatic artery are unremarkable*

HEMOIiYMPHATIC SYSTEM:

No stones are present.

The spleen weighs 105 grams and is of usual consistency.
The internal architecture is clearly

The

capsule is glistening and thin*

defined.
GASTROINTESTINAL SYSTEM:

The stomach containsThe esophagus is empty and unremarkable.
15000*8 of partially digested food (mushrooms, meat, vegetable). The

remainder of the gastrointestinal system is unremarkable. .

The appendix is identified.

UROGENITAL SYSTEM;
The right kidney weighs 115 grams and the left kidney weighs 125
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AUTOPSY REPORT

Case No: A95-205Q 

Page 11

"Continued"INTERNAL EXAMINATION:
UROGENITAL SYSTEM:

The capsules strip 

The cortico-roedullary junction
The surfaces are smooth and glistening«grams.

easily, revealing a red-brown surface.
The calyceal and collecting systems are not remark—

The renal arteries and- veins are unremarkable. •
is well defined.

able.
The ureters are not dilated or obstructed. 

The bladder is empty and contracted, 

usual mucosa and muscularis.

The bladder exhibits the

The ureteral orifices are patent.
TheThe vaginal canal is patent. The cervix1 is not remarkable.

The endometrial and 

The myometrium*is uniform.
uterus is not enlarged and is of usual shape. 
endocervical cavities are not remarkable.

The adnexae are not remarkable.

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:
The adrenals, thyroid, parathyroids, pancreas ahd pituitary

not remarkable.
MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTEM:

There are no gross bony deformities. The muscles are well devel-
The sternumf ribs andoped and of the usual color and consistency, 

spine exhibit the usual bone density and marrow.

CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:

The scalp is reflected, revealing no trauma, 

removed, revealing no evidence of epi or subdural hemorrhages.

The-calvarium is
The
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’‘Continued”INTERNAL EXAMINATION:
CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM:
dura mater does not exhibit any stains or discolorations. 

meninges are not remarkable.
The brain weighs 1435 grams and is o£ usual consistency, 

sulci and gyrl occupy their-usual position and ^exhibit a normal depth, 

blood vessels at the base do not reveal any aneurysms
cerebral and cerebellar hemispheres are symmetri­

cal and'the surface does not display any jscar tissue?

The leoto-

The

or otherThe
abnormalities. The

The ventricles 

The cerebellar tonsilscontain the usual amount of colorless fluid, 

are not herniated. Multiple sections through the cerebrum, cerebel­

lum, pons, midbrain and medulla exhibit the usual internal pattern

with no focal or diffuse lesions. 

The skull is intact.

NOTE:
taken for toxicologic analysis#Blood, bile and eye fluid are 

Neutron activation 

All evidence was 

ately labeled envelope with the name

test obtained at beginning of the autopsy* 

collected by K. Kyser and placed in an appropri- 

of the deceased.
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MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION:
The microscopic examination is 

and final pathological diagnoses.

consistent with the gross findings

i



381 office?
2 A Right, sir. They wanted to save her life.
3 Q Okay. And just for the record, Commonwealth
4 Exhibit 21, do you recognize that, sir? 

Yes, sir.5 A
6 Q What is that a picture of? 

it's the entry,7 A point of entrance from the shotgun
8 blast.
9 Q And in your many years and many autopsies that

101 you've done, have yyou examined patients who have suffered
11 shotgun blasts in the past?
12 A Yes, sir.

Q And are you able to determine
14I shotgun from the wound?

13
the distance of the

mi fee^vr-few^fee% because 

sateTl ite woundsr and
have ma4^n 

have^adda«igN^s4^e of iihedefect =we -

18 Okay, so, looking at this photograph, 

19| you able to - what do you gain from this
Q what are

photograph?
X see in front of me the shotgun wound of 

And the distance from the shooter 

22l approximately few feet, few feet.
23 have to take the

20 A
21 entrance.

was
To establish exactly, we

same cartridge, the same weapon, and make 

But in this case, just several feet.24 experimental shooting.
25 Q Okay. True and accurate photograph?
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SHOWS THAT THE CRIME SCENE WAS DEFINATELY VIOLATED

EXHIBIT #1
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1 CROS S-EXAMINATION

2 BY MR. ALLEN:

3 Mr. Colin Collins, how are you doing, sir? 

wondering, when you approached the scene, you said there was 

a bunch of blood on the sidewalk, or on the parking lot.

There was a puddle of blood where Teresa Allen's

Q I was
4
5
6 A

7 body was laying.
8 And you said you washed it off.

Yes, I did.
Wouldn't that be violating the current crime scene

Q

9 A

10 Q

alone itself?11
12 Not really. I done that because of the childrenA

in the area.13
14 I have here a paper quoted by Zelenky and Dixon

Basically,

Q

15 stating that the crime scene was violated, okay, 

the crime scene —16
I don't know what you mean that the crime scene17 A

18 was violated.
19 would you like to see it, sir?

No, I don't.
well, I noticed that in crime scene investigations 

I have learned, you know, through books and all that stuff 

and other people, that that's the very most important area to
You're talking about blood-splatter

Q
20 A

21 Q
22
23

investigate, you know, 
analysis, blood spill, stuff like that, you know, all that

24
25
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1 That's to be considered.
Anybody who tampers

31 violation right there alone 

4 too, that there was no

with the scene, that's a 

, you know, especially X noticed,

of that scene,

is that -- 

were taken was a

2

specific photographs
supposed to be. 

Well, at the time, photographs
5 you know, when there was

A6
7 day or so later.

that crime scene?later, but not atA day or so 

Of the parking lot, yes.
Q8
A9

But not —Q10 the late evening hours, itthe hour, due to 

following day or so later-
That's all, Your Honor. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

Due toA11
12 was taken the

MR. ALLEN:13
14

BY ATTORNEY SHAW:15 did you need to preserve a pool 
shot his wife in the 

a pool of blood on the ground 

the back?

officer CollinsQ16
of blood to tell you that Hack Allen17

pid you need to preserve
jack Allen shot his wife on

18 back? 

igi to tell you that

No, sir.

Did you need to
A20 of this bloodconduct any tests
Q21

22 to —
NO.A23

bleeding?
X viewed it with my own eyes.

— tell you who was 

X didn't have to.
Q24

A25
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1 Viewed the blood with your own eyes? 

That's correct.

Did you view Teresa Allen bleeding with

Q

2 A

3 Q your own
4 eyes?

5 A Yes.

6 Did you need to do any blood-splatter analysis to 

7| tell you that Jack Allen shot his wife in the back?

Q

8 A No.

9 Q Okcty. were you concerned for the safety of 

10| children up there?

11 That is correct.
And as a result of that then, did you direct that

DiA uoT CocQiu-off fron

That particular -- Lawrence Park village is a 

151 housing development, and they have a lot of young children,
16 the age is anywhere from six months to 16, outside playing in 

171 that particular area where the mailbox and that is.
ATTORNEY SHAW: That's all I have, Your Honor.
THE COURT: Anything else, Mr. Allen?
MR. ALLEN: No. No, Your Honor.

EXAMINATION

A
12\ Q

icrJ13 that area be decontaminated?
14 A

18
19
20
21
22 BY THE COURT:
23 Let me ask you this: I think we've already 

24| determined that you’re retired now.
Yes. sir.

Q

25 A


