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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS
FOR THE FOURTH CIRCUIT

No. 19-2347

GREGORY SCOTT SUMNER,
Plaintiff - Appellant,
V.
DR. BRETT CARTER, Associate Vice Chancellor & Dean of Students; BRADLEY
WRENN, Coordinator Military-Affiliated Services; REBECCA M. GOINS,
Detective Criminal Investigations Unit UNCG; BRUCE POMEROQY, Office of
Accessibility Resources and Services,
Defendants - Appellees,
and

UNCQG,

Defendant.

Appeal from the United States District Court for the Middle District of North Carolina, at
Greensboro. Catherine C. Eagles, District Judge. (1:19-cv-00203-CCE-JEP)

Submitted: February 18,2020 Decided: February 20, 2020

Before MOTZ, HARRIS, and QUATTLEBAUM, Circuit Judges.

Dismissed by unpublished per curiam opinion.
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Gregory Scott Sumner, Appellant Pro Se. Vanessa N. Totten, Assistant Attorney General,
NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, Raleigh, North Carolina, for

Appellees.

Unpublished opinions are not binding precedent in this circuit.
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PER CURIAM:

Gregory Scott Sumner seeks to appeal the district court’s order dismissing his civil
complaint without prejudice for lack of personal jurisdiction. We dismiss the appeal for
lack of jurisdiction because the notice of appeal was not timely filed.

In civil cases, parties have 30 days after the entry of the district court’s final
judgment or order to note an appeal, Fed. R. App. P. 4(a)(1)(A), unless the district court
extends the appeal period under Fed. R. App. P. 4(a)(5) or reopens the appeal period under
Fed. R. App. P. 4(a)(6). ‘{Tlhe timely filing of a notice of appeal in a civil case is a
jurisdictional requiremerit.” Bowles v. Russell, 551 U.S. 205,214 (2007).

The district court entered its order on October 7, 2019. Sumner filed the notice of
appeal on November 18,2019.* Because Sumner failed to file a timely notice of appeal or
to obtain an extension or reopening of the appeal period, we deny leave to proceed in forma
pauperis and disrﬁiss the appeal. |

We dispense with oral argument because the facts and legal contentions are
adequately presented in the materials before this court and argument would not aid the
decisional process.

DISMISSED

" See Fed. R. App. P. 4(d) (providing notice of appeal mistakenly filed in court of
appeals is considered filed in district court on date so noted).
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

GREGORY S. SUMNER, )
)

Plaintiff, )

)

V. ) 1:19-CV-203

)

THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH )
CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO, et )
al., )
)

Defendants. )

ORDER

On February 21, 2019, the plaintiff filed a complaint listing “UNC-G” as the only
defendant in the caption and elsewhere in tﬁe complaint listing as defendants four
individuals who appear to be employees of the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro. See Doc. 2 at 1-3. The individual defendants move to dismiss for lack of
personal service. Because no defendant has been served in a manner sufficient to give |
the court jurisdiction over any defendant, the motion will be gfanted. To the extent the
plaintiff intended to sue UNC-G, the case is dismissed for failure. to timely obtain service.

On February 21, 2019, the plaintiff filed his comﬁlaint, Doc. 2, and asked to
proceed in forma pauperis. Doc. 1. While that motion was pending, the plaintiff paid the
filing fee, see Docket Entry 06/26/19, and the next day the Clerk issued summonses to -
the individual defendants. See Doc. 8. No summons has been requested for UNC-G.

Each individual defendant has filed a declaration attesting that none was

personally served with a copy of the summons and complaiht; that in July 2019, an



envelope containing a summons was delivered via certified mail to the UNC-G
mailroom, where it was signed for by mailroom staff who were not authorized to accept
service on their behalves; that the envelope was addressed to each at UNC-G and was
labelled as from “G Sumner” with the same Trinity, North Carolina, address the plaintiff
has provided the Court; and that no copy of the complaint was included in the envelope.
See Doc. 11-2 at § 3—4; Doc. 11-3 at Y9 3—4; Doc. 11-4 at §{ 3—4; Doc. 11-5 at 19 3-4;
see also Doc. 2 at 6; Doc. .1 1-6.

At the time the motion to dismiss was filed, the plaintiff had not filed any proof of
service as to any defendaht or as to UNC-G. In response to the motion, the plaintiff filed
a “proof of service” that hé signed, which asserted that service was obtained by “Certified
Mail x4.” Doc. 14 at 2-3.

“Service of summons is the procedure by which a court having venue and
Jurisdiction of the subject r;latter of the suit asserts jurisdiction over the person of the
party served.” Omni Capital Int’l v. Rudolf Wolff & Co., Ltd., 484 U.S. 97, 104 (1987).! .
“Absent effective service of process, a court is without jurisdiction to render a personal
- judgment against a defendant.” Fed. Deposit Ins. Corp. v. Schaffer, 731 F.2d 1134,
1135-36 (4th Cir. 1984); see also Koehler v. Dodwell, 152 F.3d 304, 306 (4th Cir. 1998)
(“Absent waiver or consent, a failure to obtain proper service on the defendant deprives

the court of personal jurisdiction over the defendant.”).

! The Court omits internal citations, alterations, and quotation marks throughout this opinion,
unless otherwise noted. See United States v. Marshall, 872 F.3d 213, 217 n.6 (4th Cir. 2017).
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The burden is on the plaintiff to make a prima facie showing of personal
jurisdiction when challenged, Consulting Eng’rs Corp. v. Geometric Ltd., 561 F.3d 273,
276 (4th Cir. 2009), and this includes “establishing that service of process has been .
accomplished in a manner that complies with Rule 4.” Adkins v. Jackson, No. 5:15-cv-
102-FDW, 2018 WL 1279338, at *2 (W.D.N.C. Mar. 12, 2018) (citing Plant Genetic
Sys., N.V. v. Ciba Seeds, 933 F. Supp. 519, 526 (M.D.N.C. 1996)). The rules of service
of process “apply equally to litigants proceeding with or without counsel.” Shaver v.
Cooleemee Volunteer Fire Dep’t, No. 1:07cv00175, 2008 WL 942560, at *2 (M.D.N.C.
Apr. 7, 2008); see also McNeil v. United States, 508 U.S. 106, 113 (1993) (“[W]e have
never suggested that procedural rules in ordinary civil litigation should be interpreted so
as to excuse mistakes by those who proceed without counsel.”); McDaniel v. Greyhound
Lines, Inc., No. 3:08-cv-130-FDW, 2008 WL 2704774, af *4 (W.D.N.C. July 7, 2008)
(“Although Plaintiff is proceeding pro se and in forma pauperis, she is held to the same
standards regarding service of process . . ..”).

Here, the plaintiff has not shoWn pfoper service. While plaintiffs may serve
process on individuals in several ways, the method apparently used by the plaintiff
here—delivery by mail to the defendant’s place of work, to someone other than the
defendant or the defendant’s agent for receiving process—is not one of them. See Fed. R.
Civ. P. 4(e) (listing the methods for serving an individual, which include service under
the methods provided by state law in the forum state); N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1A-1, Rule
4(j)(1)(a)—(e) (outlining the individual service methods in North Carolina). “Neither

federal nor state law authorize serving an individual by leaving a copy of the summons



and complaint at the individual’s place of employment.” Davis v. Close, No. 1:13-CV-
779, 2014 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 185400, at *3 (M.D.N.C. Mar. 17, 2014).

Moreover, it is well established that a party to the litigation cannot effect service.
Thomas v. Nelms, No. 1:09-CV-491, 2013 WL 593419, at *1 (M.D.N.C. Feb. 14, 2013)
(citing Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(¢c)(2)). Here, the plaintiff himself placed the summons in the
mail to each defendant at work. See Doc. 14 at 2. Finally, the rules require tha"c the
complaint also be served; it is insufficient to simply mail a copy of the summons. See
Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(e).

Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(m) requires that if a defendant is not served
within 90 days, the Court, on motion of the defendant, “must dismiss the action without
prejudice against that defendant or order that sefvice be made within a specified time.”
Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(m). Ninety days have not elapsed here.?

The Court has considered whether to allow more time for service. While dismissal
is proper when service is insufficient, see, e.g., Maybin v. Northside Corr. Ctr., 891 F.2d
72,73 (4th Cir. 1989), “dismissal is not always mandated where the necessary partie-s
have received actual notice of a suit and where they have not been prejudiced by the
technical defect in service.” McCreary v. Vaughan-Bassett Furniture Co., Inc., 412 F.

Supp. 2d 535, 537 (M.D.N.C. 2005) (Mag. J., recommendation) (citing Karlsson v.

2 The 90-day time period began running on June 27, 2019, when the filing fee was paid. The
time period for service is tolled when the plaintiff has made an application for in forma pauperis
to ensure that “the period of time before the district court authorized service by the Marshals
Service does not count against [the plaintiff] for purposes of determining the limitation period.”
Robinson v. Clipse, 602 F.3d 605, 608 (4th Cir. 2010).



Rabinowitz, 318 F.2d 666, 668—69 (4th Cir. 1963)). Courts have discretion to dismiss the.
action or to quash service and allow the plaintiff more time to serve process. Thomas,
2013 WL 593419 at *1; see also McCreary, 412 F. Supp. 2d at 537-39.

Here, the Court declines to give the plaintiff more time to obtain service. The
plaintiff has made no tangible effort to comply with the applicable rules. He failed to file
proof of service until the defendants filed a motion to dismiss. He attempted service
himself, which is not allowed, and he made no attempt to effect personal service on the
four individuals or service at the individual’s “usual place of abode.” See Fed. R. Civ. P.
4(e)(2). The plaintiff has not asked for more time to obtain proper service and barely
addressed the substance of the defendants’ arguments in support of the motion to dismiss.
Indeved, his sole argument against the motion to dismiss is that “[a]s employee you
authorize the UNCG mail staff to pick up mail addressed to UNCG on your behalf.
Certified Mail is legal Service.” Doc. 14 at 1. But he cites no legal authority for these
assertions, which are incorrect. He has filed other paper writings not authorized by the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure or the Local Rules and which are not directed at the
legal or factual issues presented by the motion to dismiss. See Docs. 18, 19.

When plainly insufficient service of process is brought to the Court’s attention,
“the rules . . . may not be ignored.” Armco, Inc. v. Penrod-Stauffer Bldg. Sys., Inc., 733
F.2d 1087, 1089 (4th Cir. 1984). Here, the plaintiff has not made a good faith effort to
comply with the federal rules. Moreover, the complaint, Doc. 2, and an addendum, Doc.
6, are conclusofy and the facts do not plausibly state claims for relief. When it is clear

that the complaint is subject to dismissal on other grounds so that it would be futile to
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allow a plaintiff more time to properly serve a defendant, the Court may dismiss the case
as to this defendant for lack of personal jurisdiction. See Walston v. Cintron, No. 1:18-
CV-517,2018 WL 6624198, at *2 (M.D.N.C. Dec. 18, 2018); Davis, 2014 U.S. Dist.
LEXIS 185400 at *4.

Because the dismissal is based on lack of personal jurisdiction, the dismissal will
be without prejudice. The plaintiff’s motion to transfer the case to Winston-Salem is
denied, both because this district does not have divisions and because the motion is moot.

| The plaintiff did list UNC-G as a defendant in the caption of the complaint, but he
did not list UNC-G as a defendant within the complaint, he did not obtain a summons
directed to UNC-G, and he has filed no affidavit of service as to UNC-G, as required by
Fed. R. Civ. P. 4(I)(1). The time has passed for service under Rule 4(m). It appears the
plaintiff did not intend to assert claims against UNC-G under these facts, and even if he
did, timely service has not been obtained, so the case will be dismissed in its entirety.
It is ORDERED that:
1. The motion to dismiss filed by’ the defendants Carter, Goins, Pomeroy and
Wrenn, Doc. 11, is GRANTED.
2. The plaintiff’s motion for change of venue, Doc. 15, is DENIED.
3. Upon entry of judgment, the Clerk shall close the file and terminate the case.

This the 7th day of October, 2019.

it [ S

UNITED STATES DISTRICY JUDGE
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

GREGORY S. SUMNER,
Plaintiff,
V. 1:19-CV-203
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH

CAROLINA AT GREENSBORO, et
al.,

N N N N N N N N N’ N N’

Defendants.

JUDGMENT

For the reasons set forth in the Order filed contemporaneously with this Judgm
It is hereby ORDERED AND ADJUDGED that the motion to dismiss, Doc. '
is GRANTED and this case is DISMISSED without prejudice.

This the 7th day of October, 2019.
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UNITED STATES DISTRIEY JUDGE
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THE UNI{TED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA
CASE # 19CVv203
Gregory Scott Sumner
{Plaintiff)
-V-
UNCG
(Defendant)
Motion- “en Banc” Fourth Circuit Federal Court of Appeals

Title 28, U.S. Code, Section 351(a). The judge in the case has been prejudicial to the effective and
expeditious administration of the business of the court. in that this judge did deny due process and
equal protection! By blocking Federal Marshalls from delivering summons. As stated in filings of August
06, 2019 and August 09, 2019 summans service by Federal Marshalls was blocked by judge assigned to
case. There is an obvious conflict of interest and lack of impartiality! This judge has interfered with due
process and my right to a speedy trial. judge blocked Change of Venue and has obstructed access to
court. Two email complaints filed via USCourt.gov in the pasi two weeks.

Case was filed on Feb. 21 with Forma Pauperis due to low income. For four months the judge held up my
case. | called the clerk of court to check the status of the case and was faughed at! Told that the case
was dead because ! had a fee waiver! On June 25" | paid the court cost of $400 and attempted to pay
the summons fee. Which the clerk of court rejected! On June 26"M | called Ms. Williams manager of
Federal Marshalls office 2™ floor, phone 336-332-8709 @ 8:44am. She called clerk of court and was told
that Summons service was blocked by Judge Eagle. You can check the call log in Ms. Williams office
because she called me back and told me that they were blocked from delivering my summons by judges
order! That also blocked my Due Process and Equal Protection.

Tennessee V. Lane 1257 ¢ 0l

That is the Supreme Court, US Congress, and the 14" amendment stating that, | will not be denied
access to court!

Gregory Scott Sumner
4

7y 5 :
e Jw’{}? /:}f - A
SRR SR &



S ACCALAUREAT S T 5 =

BacHELO

‘William Zach Russ
Stephanie Frances Rvan
‘MMatihew Eric Sage
Lucas Sandino
‘K atie Sands
Elijah Wayne Scha
Megha Shah
‘Jennifer Bess Shapiro
rea Ann Sharren
1 Megan Sheaf
Chockey
P, Shuford
van A. Sieler
“Tvri Kales Simien
hristopher L. Sims
Anunt Singh
‘Olivia Linden Sla
‘Brandy M. Sud\e*
~George Lewis Smith Jr.
Jordan Bodenheimer Smith
*Shanika Shante Smith-White
Kaitlyn Mary Snyder
Jun Bea Son
-Elizabeth Anne Speer

5]

o3

Le

N R
[;,)]\5} o
o, o
'53:‘ 5
] (’J

1
”

ﬂ

ScHOOL OF

BACHELOR OF SCiENCE

Sarah Elizabeth Bear

Y elle Blossom Berrisford
Maddie Elizabeth Driggers
Kara Alexandra Evert
Bethany Arme Hillvard
Nawal Nadeem Javaid

" Degree awarded \:osthumousi_y.

1. Degree awarded August 2016

CRIZODES

F v v > — < T e - - -
CF DUSINESSE AND ZCONOMICTS

Alisa Nicole Spencer

i a\‘her Spencer
*Charles Lennon Staley Jr.
j\. iLCh el Alan Sf.:u"le"
Brooke Elizabeth Sxe\ e1Son
Cameron Duncan Stewart
*Daisie Elizabeth Stewart
jonathan Samuel Suh
joelie M. Summa

Michael ance Tate

P Amanda Lois Thatcher

Nahyr Ahmad Thomas
Amm Pressiev 'hompson
1cnae; \.}.2.1‘7 T} mmerQI

john Edward Uber
David Walter Valentine

=

Phoebe Fleming Kaplan
Vanessa Ber;ouln Kesn uerian
Megan L LauOhmOnm se
Caitlin Lorae Favne
Ch e}sea LLhOlE’ P \_gjl all
*Vivian Brown Smmdeh

N2
M

R CF SCIENC

7‘ ‘ler Jonathan Varnev
Binh Thanh Vo

‘Brandon Michae! Wil
Kristi Marie Wallace
Tsubasa Anthony Wallace
Alexander Tay lor Waiton
“Sishi Wang
Angela Patrice Warren
Tos Ashiey Warren
Joshua A. Watson
Makenzie Leigh Whichard
tephen Cory Wiley
Erin Aelean Willoughby
William james Wright
‘Lang Y
Qingxuan Yeng
K. \'ﬂp

- Angel Yom Ybarra
: "‘chi Ve
on Yi
arr y Owen Yode
ssiam Talal Zanrnm

Ru 0) un Zhao
Zhou

7J m Ld ',_.

E)

EIDUCATION

Alexandria Jae Schmid
Angela Haley Shaw
Shana Janai’ Shuemate
Rachyl J. Stump

Sonya West

Taylar Nicole Whittlesey

iy
-

(N
0
6

Akua Asabea s \avt-
Sara G. Alagha
‘Batool C‘im He Al
iisha N, Alexand
Yasser Hassan Algh
Maha Abdullah Alo
Kia Apente
Yasra Arshad
Amber Nicole Atkin
Christma Anne Baiis
vesha Monee Bairc
“alerie Christine Be:
Leah Dorothy Bian
Alien Foster Bluck
ah Elizabeth Bla
rold Lee Blackn
Zouriney Justice Bla
fichae] Patrick Bollk
na K. Bowden
atalie Ann Bovd
von M. Daqguell B
Zaitlvn Mackenzie
‘eina Carelyn Brit
‘..‘:’n»rul Lee Brooks
Zourtney Brionna E
-stin BX&:ON\_ Brow
ia Hampton Broy
ka Nicole Brow
ra Samone Brow
ey Sarina Brya
L-eh Evelyn Bucc
~risten Lezgh Buer
—Zin Bulu
rine Ashiey Bu
y Aweis Buii
¢i Olivia Burns
vleigh Michelle C
oretia Unice Carri
gan Marie Carroll
areanna Korryn Ca
- Marie Cathers

~
S

~deline Louise Ca
: 5. Champagne-
titv Denise Chee
n Matthew Cochr.
vederic Elizalde Co
~shura Nikea Colov
“ery Aaron Cook
2 ;a‘*thé Toe Cock
~:2.ev Diane Cooper

ree awarded posth

awarded A




f—t et
DN SRV S .
Call
‘{/ =~ TN R /’\\ T /‘T 7 N T T 7;-;\ AT R T T
AL AVAA N ATS U Wl =OAVY B Y g

Greensboro Coliseum
Greensboro, Norih Caroiina

Ten O'Clock

Thursday Norning, December 15

Two Thousand Sixteen

UNT
Q::ch

>
AT

,
A B

P

S S oy
- Lo X

UNIVERSITY of NORTH

CAROLINA
gt (G REENSBCRS



DINZXINATWIGMIZINBEZpNzaIgmx B paresyaboguu=qe jomyew/wod siBoofi ew . sdny

{leor09.6/12PBELGO9819000/EPEP ./ 8PIERER L L ZISAEPE LO60CRO00EIZRUEY
POZOBEBLBBZGHV, 1| 7L #9I009Z9.LP L ZA9.608S8078PR6088P0826P8806 4481 8BC] |
0-591z90¢e=1aquinnend] [61.02/4/01=91eq] 602570160 L=l dweigoeop dNvLS]
(dWRLG JUSWIND0P JIUCIDaL]

B/UssWIRURY jenBLID

WIWND0(] UeAIuondIISID JUBUINDOL]

LONDESUIRL S YA PIRIDOSSE 248 (8)uetunaop Buimoos au);

103 pofed KI2DIIoN00]0 6 JOU [ SIR0N dBF-H00-COEN0APG) L

- dsquy dsaieg NILLLOL TI0N VSSHNVA

daquy dsqug MININNS LLODS AMOOAND

10} POIEW A|IRIIICAI0}? UBDY SEU SIBON dHFHIDEEZON-AD

axey @Yeed

Ui ASGUInD JeWNaeg
el

; EELTULTET -]

212 OONM A U3INNNS BBy 988l
BLOZ/2/01 U0 Paj PUB 185 Wd PE:L I8 6102/4/0} U0 POIRILS SEM UoNoBSUE Buimojio) au;

. Bujy D100 30 GIHON
TOMSIQ PRI BUOIZD YHON
unol) 10iEiCl SN

Ajdde you op iy abed gg pue Adoo vedd oty 1AMISURS B $) JUSWNAI0P DINUSISISE LG i "1oRAMOH Brsaia
18413 $1y BuEINp UBWINS0P Yora 30 Adod B projumop ‘SeB1RYD J63B] PIOAR Of *Siesn Jouso e o) fiddr $00) 586908 WADV Jejls a1t Ag Paidaip 1o met Ag pennbes s) jdieoss i ‘Ajpzouoaoele pejy sjuenlop
11e Jo Adod 21u0a1002 2943 BU0 dA12034 03 (SIUBBHY| 25 oad Buipn)pw) ases e uy sopued pue piooal Jo soutone syumned Asjod se1RIE PIIUN 24} JB SVUSIUOY [BIOIPAF ., SHASN SSADIV OFIEN OL FLON:

N ; . o

" sie s

B [P

2100

AOB ELNOISH PUDUE)IDE

JuLWBPNP 1218 HONN A HANINNS dAF-300-0200-A0-64:1 8B Ut AANOY

FBWS - Wwoo pewbDzLeWnss - WawBpnr |2 19 DONN A MANWAS d3r-300-60200-A0-61:1 3520 Ul ANAay 0202/6/L



BUPIXDOEMISPAISIUZPNZAMXBANIPOLEIS HABORL=ARIL OM/RwW w00 BjB ool ew/sdiy

[[Lesappogiyaaloeeep £ 0GGRIBZPAS 0L L0V BI0UR8IPPSSEPYOIFRALI0
J400PBRASIOPZ0S0EI08EOBEINRE | ZEPBEIL ZBISELEOYOLAC L 9I6PLOP8YE Lz L 1]
0-2917908=19qwnpdli] [61.02/2/01 =91} 602570460} =0l dWeIS)o80p dNV.LS]
:URIG IUSWNDO0PR VOS]

e/u:swieUall (eubLIO

WBWND0Q Ulep:uonduasap Juamnvocy

‘UORDBSURI] SIYL UM POIRIDOSSE BJE (SHUSWNOOP BUMOHO} DU ),

103 pojiw ARajHo.I3310 81 30U [l BORON JRFFDIEOZA0-A-GLIL

- dsqug deque NALLOL EAON VSSINVA

dsqug dsqug YINWNS LLODS AYODIMD

A%a) 100

L IB0UUnR JSWINDG
14241

S S LGN INIETT 2]
1218 DONM A YINNNS T2liRp 28E7)
6102/4/01 1O Paly PUB 1S3 WJ LEL 18 61.02/4/0) UO PBIBILD Sem uopoesuel) Suimolio au,

Bl DIVCRDD}E §0 DUION
30LISIC PRI FUIOIBD YLON
10D 1019SIG '8N

“Adde Jou op jun obied g pue Kdos asag YL 1GLOSURI B 5] JUSWNHOP PIIUBIDe) a1l §1 1anamol Bulmeln
¥s1)3 s Bupnp wewnoop yoes jo Adoo B peojumop ‘SaBiEYD J8ie] PIOAR 01 *$10SN 3010 |12 03 Ajdde S20) S59008 YOV oIl ou3 Ag peanilp 4o met Aq pasinbai s 3dianaa § ‘Aieniuooeie pojis sjuorivop
{12 10 Adod s1wonaele 921y 2uv BAIR321 0} (Siuebi] os oid Bulpniaour) oses & ui seiued pue pjodal Jo sAausone siuuad Lojjod SOIES PORU AU SO DOUSISIUGY BINPNF .., SYIST SSIVIY I8N QL HLONw-:

s

TR i i

[RRRNT

AOR SUNOISH PWOVDL D3

UONIPSLING JO 3OBT/SSIUISIC O} UONOJ U0 2P0 1€ 12 DINIM A HANWNS dAM-FDD-E0200-A0-6L:| 958D UL AYARDY

HEWS - Wod IewWBEDZLGWNSE - UOIJIPSUNE JO HORYSSHASIG O} UOHOW U0 JBDIO 1€ 18 DN A HINIWNS dIM-ID0-E0200-A0-61:L @SED U Atanoy 0Z0ZI6/L



HuLpabiS 30aMazsdrp LINZGIGMX BN A/paLEISHIaBORWI=GRIZ/0/M/ iy aiBoob ey sdiy

{11z5022 /375199 G0L EOPLEPYBAG LT HZ 990099248V GO YIEBPPIURNSE
QUE1L64PL360UPIEDD L BAYERERAOPAYZIONL L L Y89/ UZ86E L8982 1 2299881 £ L #Oel0] [
0-G£8190€=Ia0wnn@lt4] [61.0z/2/0L=51eC) 6025701601 =QI dWEeIS|080p dINVLS]
‘dureig andop siueso3]

g/usouiRUR) 1RG0

1UBWINIO(C] LB LORCGHOSP JDWINGNG

(UOROBSURL SIL) UNM PBIRIDDSSE B1E (SHUewnoop BUIMoIo) 511y,

101 RO A|E3{U0NID[0 B9 JOU (|1 BINON (AMTDD-E0Z08-A-BLIL

» dsqug dsqug NZLLOJ. THOM VESINVA

dsqug dsqug WINIWNS LLOJS AHODIAND

103 pajiRL AJESILeI08}0 ULe SEL SO1J0N JHP-IDD-COZ00-AT-ELIL

0L IR

T IABOUING IMSWINIOG

HANNNS LLOOS AHODIHO LRy
B I CU R LADOUIN BSET
238 DONN A HINNNS -DUIBN IS

6L02/L/D1 Yo Pay pUE 1S3 MY €110 18 GLOZ/L/0L U0 PalBlue sem uonoesues) Buimolio avy ),

Bunjif 91U0NIDT 1O SOBOR
JOLISIC 2IPPHY CUHOIRD LLION
UNOZ) IS ‘SN

“Ajdide 3ou op Jung obied pp pue Adoo ool ot JdMISURI B Sf JUSWINTON POIUBIDEI BU) 3] “IOABMOL “BLHMeIA
3s44 Sy Bupnp suswnoop yoes jo Adod B projumop ‘sobieyo Jo3e| PIOAR 0) 'Slosh Jayio |je 03 Ajdde Soa) 530091 YDV ol AW Ag paesp 10 me| Ag peanbes st jdiesal jt 'Kedluogoale pejit siusindop
112 j0 Adoa 21uoida}e 3043 SUO dAI323) 0} (sueBpi] 65 0id Buipn)aus) oseo e u) saded pue Proaas jo sAousoye spusted Aojjod SBIRIS PHRUM 8L} 3O IDUDIDUOY RIVIPNE . SHASH SSADOV WIENd OL HION:-

. R . . R e T .
. R i : B B B i

120 4y

01 'BLOT L AOB SLINOOSA P03

(JaLp0) @OHON 12 1© OINN A HANINNS JAM-IDD-€0200-A2-611) @seD Ul Aoy

pewe - woo jewb@z 1 owns6 - (JeyI0) 230N 1218 DONN M UINWNS d3-JDD-E0200-A-6111 8seD Ul Apajoy 07.02/611



o
Q
N
>
O
D
o
k2
W
v
©
(-

Gregory Scott Sumner

{Plaintiff)

UNCG

(Defendant)

Response:

itha

Now comes the Plaintiff and Answers w

zl. By August 30", 2012
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action (Page 2)

Civil Action No.

PROQOF OF SERVICE
(This section should not be filed with the court unless required by Fed, R. Civ. P. 4 (1)) o
Di. Brett carter ; [flewce Pgrae i<y
This summons for (name of individual and title, if any) lg.,"‘c( .{; /(’(/ (/V) Ténn ?Q el <L JAY G‘C'[;’\g
i

R : 3 i 3 Y w5
was received by=me on (date) \3& g_wé Yy o i (é‘

{

3 1 personally served the suramons on the individual at (place)

on (date) ,or

3 1 left the summons at the individual’s residence or usual place of abode with (name)

, a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there,

on (date) , and mailed a copy to the individual’s Jast known address; or

O 1 served the summons on (name of individual) , who 1s

designated by law to accept service of process on behalf of (name of organization)

on (date) ;or

1 I returned the summons unexecuted because ; O

p ,."’, . i .:. ; - * [P
iF Other (specify): C M Jf IRl & i oy i )C L{
i

My fees are § C for travel and § “;) 7¢ ‘Lf'li‘ for services, for a total of § 0.00

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true.

Date: gj 5 J! cl(f -’!‘W,}f;él"i’ ’4! A oy
v (_7 Server's signature

G-RECERY S et Sd‘uM/GéZQ

Printed name and title

. P e v je O F - 4 1 -
NEY SurmweR K Timnrtq L. 27770

Server’s address

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc:
;_ { [.‘ - m—n | &Y ~ 4 / ’ 2 7"”‘.1 - i i /'/A :
Tervice ’73\/ Cedecal arshalls nELice (JAS

(Lo CKED DY Auc-ﬁj-es OFDER .



te items 1, 2, and 3.

ur name and address on the reverse
we can return the card to you.

‘his card to the back of the mailpiece,
e front if space permits.

A Signature

" /
) :/? < ’
o
B. Received by (Printt
l‘-“3 "

Jddressed to:

Lrenn

I R

30 9402 5134 9092 5518 95

D.Is de_livery address
If YES, enter delive

wmber (Transfer from service labell

3. Service Type

0 Aduit. Signalure

0 Adult Signature Restricte
{1 Ceriified Mail® .
{1 Certified Mail Hestncled |
(1 Collect on Delivery

(3 Coltect on Delivery Restr]

118 1630 DDOL 9872 33b1 lai;élﬂesmcm

3811, Juy 20

SN, 7530-02:000-9053

ete items 1, 2, and 3.
our name and address on the reverse
t we can return the card to you.

this card to the back of the mailpiece,

he front if space permﬂs

B Rccelved by (Pnn
PN R,

addressed to:
) gde L oA
(‘(.,5 R i B J t

by
1

I

il

190 9402 5134 9082 5519 01

%

1

|

IR

sl “I”

D. Is delivery addres:
If YES, enter deliv

3. Service Type

2} Adult Signature

13 Adult Signature Restrict
{3 Certified Mail@

A AT oAt

s
i Tﬂ"‘izﬁl
n)!ete |tems L2 ondd G
your name and addre
at we can return the ¢
-h this care tc» tl i bac

AP SN
Wik HATA } s

590 9402 5134

«Nombher Tes };1“:?;;&.';-:»;:

nplete 1tems 1 2, and -

£ your name ar] add -
hat we can return the :

ich this card to ihe bz -

n the front if space pr

1o Addressed to:

g ¢

et i;i 5 f-:")t" ol I rx)
s“l
IH{ Bifat 1o
2580 ~J“'02 B

IR 1E:

TR

ror 1 ifem 1’)

i 1ss helow: |

F! Pnorlty v

i Registere

[ lyRegistere

y Delivery
s Relurh B
Merchant

ary U 3ignature
Iz A Signature
Restricte

PO ——

Domestic Re

2ot fram i;ém_'l'_?-
. dress below:

{2 Priority
13 Registe
{1 Registe

Deliver
it RAtoren
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Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non—Prisoner)

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

for the
District of
Division
AL F}J’Z—a
Case No. ! C@. CNAD S
C ﬁ . (10 be filled in by the Clerk’s Office)
KL (NP : =" —
KECORY Scell S urtwéf
Plainiiff{s)
(Write the full name of each plaintiff who is filing this complaint. . _
If the names of all the plaintiffs cannot fit in the space above, Turv Trial: deheck one) A Yes NG
please write “see attached” in the space and attach an additional
page with the full list of names.)
Y- ’
)
)
)
)
LNC G- )
)
Defendant(s) )
(Write the full name of each defendant who is being sued. If the )
names of all the defendants cannot fit in the space abaove, please )
write “see attached” in the spoce and attach an additional page
with the full list of names. Do not include addresses here.) )
)
)

COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
(Non—Prisongr Complaint)

NOTICE

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure 5.2 addresses the privacy and security concerns resulting from public access to
electronic court files. Under this rule, papers filed with the court should ot contain: an individual’s full social
security number or full birth date; the full name of a person known to be a minor; or a complete financial accopnt
number. A filing may include only: the last four digits of a social security number; the year of an individual’s
birth; a minor’s initials; and the last four digits of a financial account number.

Except as noted in this form, plaintiff need not send exhibits, affidavits, grievance or witness statements, or any
other materials to the Clerk’s Office with this complaint.

In order for vour complaint tc be filed, it must be accompanied by the filing fee or an application to proceed in
forma pauperis.




Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non—Prisoner)

L The Parties to This Complaint

A.  The Plaintifi(s)

Provide the information below for each plaintiff named in the complaint. Attach additional pages if

needed.
Name @QEGOQ‘f STl Sumnik
Address 20 LY SunmnER R
TainiTY M€ 27370
Citv State Zip Code
County chﬁcjﬂgpé’“
Telephone Number 1746 §54- 44°¢

E-Mail Address

<‘:’z‘ Sum_bld @jma ile com
B. The Defendant(s)

Provide the information below for each defendant named in the complaint, whether the defendant is an
individual, a government agency, an organization, or a corporation. For an individual defendant,
include the person’s job or title (if known) and check whether you are bringing this complaint against
them in their individual capacity or official capacity, or both. Attach additional pages if needed.

Defendant No. 1

Name br 63"@"?‘#" CC;:j“g‘{"f

Tah ar Title fif bnmon) 0 scocrete Ve Chencellor & D ean of Shudends
Address 210 _Fuc (0 Bog 26170 ) goun
GREENS Boko  JJC  ZT740L
City ) State Zip Code
County | Covid Eerd , ,
Telephone Number g 2 (7 ° 3 3 Y - §§’ (Y
E-Mail Address (if known) bO\ CQ ~ "i’e 9\ @ ne ﬁ e f)c! U

[T Individnal canacitv E?g Official canacity

Nefendant Na 2

Name A racﬂe\/ L) renn

. - i~ i e .. " .
Tah or Title fiflnown) (/ o6 ir.(.l IV\C!\‘%'U ~ F‘-Iig ".{_,sz_Lj - A’F{'[‘ll’%‘e-} S\’;"&’EL-C‘S

Address [SHE  Spring Garden Streer
Greenshue AJC A4 3
Citv State Zip Code
County Gro t! Fosdd
Telephone Number A3, - 334~ _S L3

E-Mail Address (if kmown)

bt wrenn & uncg .C i
A
{77 Individnal canacity Y\lﬂFﬁrinl canacity



Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non-Prisoner)

ITL

Defendant No 3

Name
Tah or Title rif lmmen)

Address

Rebecca M. Goins |

Netective Criminal Lnvestigetions Unit lace

UnNC G Bilice ﬁepas*%MQM%/

G2 €nSherp Al
City State Zip Code
County _ Guilford
Telephone Number 33L - A3L-004A8

E-Mail Address (if known)

! §’co’ﬁ’;{@ u:’aég :Cdy

1 Tndividnal canacitv [/‘—i(f Official canacitv

Nefendant Nn 4

Name fruce FPomeroy
Tob or Tifle (7 kmmon) OFFILE of frecess) bil ity RespurceS and Services
Address 1S ELL;;c‘ﬁ Untu{’.-”sﬁvi {oater
GREEWSGort R 293
City State Zip Code
County G Ferd
Telephone Number T3k~ 334-<44¢

E-Mail Address (if known) Ne pom€ro & uncqg- el

17) Official canacity

1 Individnal canacity

Basis for Jurisdiction

Under 42 U.S.C. § 1983, you may sue state or local officials for the "deprivation of any rights, privileges, or
immunities secured by the Constitution and [federal laws]." Under Bivens v. Six Unknown Named Agents of

Federal Bureau of Narcotics, 403 U.S. 388 (1971), you may sue federal officials for the violation of certain
constitutional rights.

A.

Are you bringing suit against (check all that apply):

71 Federal officials (a Rivenc claim)

¥ Qtate ar local afficials (a § 1GR3 claim)

Section 1983 allows claims alleging the "deprivation of any rights, privileges, or immunities secured by

the Constitution and [federal laws]." 42 U.S.C. § 1983. If you are suing under section 1983, what

federal constitutional or statutory right(s) do you claim is/are being violated by state or local officiais?

f:,\_[s & Clcitn S 6h g pntdt it < lazcé Ui 4 sAqFF~7 'Z'U"'f*g;_“/@f” Leable/Shuder wfabstid

et e . PR ° g A oA g ey A A Mpete st A paind
(il Polite cutsils oF Jisdiction trascp e wfe e TTEAT SN ) PIIGETE Arepersy

v #Q&mdlc”;:v"\ é)i:drfh/. 'ﬂw 5’99;%,-'3:“'{7/”!5{&1""5 oimc{- :ﬁ*arms; e 'Céi['nwéi?ﬁ bu EaneiI5 ¢
Jd ) 1 / - -

Was Removed FRawa Freperty B y Rindoiph Cetonty
7
3

A,

SherriFF

ﬁ i.-!«v: A

it b N4 b e



Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non—Prisoner)

C. Plaintiffs suing under Bivens may only recover for the violation of certain constitutional rights. If you
are suing under Bivens, what constitutional right(s) do you clain is/are being violated by federal
Ofﬁcmlsii,.‘ _uarfe vt dess i€ 5‘«:;9&55} ou¥side jm;" ¢ c!:‘a‘zé:»«/ éfw d e {)mw:

- G -@i'{/\(_,;m QAI: LT (%] {5\%'53-@51" TC , /}C v )
Se)E incripniticn € 14+ e%;,@aé" p rotfection chauvise o

D. Section 1983 allows defendants to be found liable only when they have acted "under color of any
statute, ordinance, regulation, custom, or usage, of any State or Territory or the District of Columbia.”
42 U.S.C. § 1983. If you are suing under section 1983, explain how each defendant acted under color
of state or local law. If you are suing under Bivens, explain how each defendant acted under color of
federal law. Attach additional pages if needed.

éslgcmz qu Yo okachad g endg L

III.  Statement of Claim

State as briefly as possible the facts of your case. Describe how each defendant was personally involved in the
alleged wrongful action, along with the dates and locations of all relevant events. You may wish to include
further details such as the names of other persons involved in the events giving rise to your claims. Do not cite
any cases or statutes. If more than one claim is asserted, number each claim and write a short and plain
statement of each claim in a separate paragraph. Attach additional pages if needed.

A, Where did the events giving rise to your claim(s) occur?

(/’C!" f”'\;/ #a;vgg /nf Tf‘if”? /'t’&'j /l//é{ f”';:{/gi%m( é/i/ﬁ@ Z@H'ﬂ/;'i

B. What date and approximate time did the events giving rise to your claim(s) occur?

Mardh 1 ,20/8 sFor ansind JA par Moo

C. What are the facts underlying your claim(s)? (For example: What happened to you? Who did what?
Was anyone else involved? Who else saw what happened?)

e NDoonN

Plasa Qﬁv[fm 4o Ewmail ivled Due Proces
] . » o ;

7 : Apnn 0 UNCC Plew & /kjm//

P
T Af i TN -

i N X - ¢ : s " . p ik
L £, l{z’/ L‘.g:i & ““'/Z\W (‘/_[(/:}C M %6 T d\.}(_?j/ ’

S‘w‘ 4 &4

A

Jos @y

e m



Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non—Prisoner)
. Py Y o -
UNC G HAS TIRDE 4 Mlocksey our orF THE -
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_ 'AMgﬁl";AA/’g LI 4T ,ﬂ;j ?U’/"“"’: B8 fer) | 7////,5 ik EV
;"é’/}f; é ’l\T’L‘E"\E 6F A U;{iSLE@Lﬁ@EQ} BEcavsSeE T FiED Charads
_ = MLATEUR Ci= A
TS __R‘:’m NoT 4 Dogdv 2007 aFER UNLG canteced my_
i The®e 202 2 UNC & pAS Repeatedt ReFusED TU pROVILE fI

ETIN G B pcK e 20iS, TNAHE SRR E oF 2eit P&F“,f"'%‘é’;gm{uﬁ |

_ pxrended +ime Forenbing et (s ug;é}@-#éﬁ oy V& Poctots) G

lpe. Remeved FRom herdlass 4o Aeluiser Mad b urk-Brows,

E)'&M‘NAG';&LLS c chitnd C\,&'?@W(’é! (,ANC é— +o §"F:‘<<Z‘Cx..§ ;ﬁfﬁ&"ag Cinancon ! dhid gkelé

< he€esS do Accammsolations and Serpceq | EOE2Z

&<t

aﬁ?@d}‘ Yo Haks F closs .

e 2 . ) )
L A vad b 2078 Yo
e*’L,éz,v—f Véfvw Cinn C// Céé’/»l?é,/ ALCC éy{écfrfdz//o W]
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en = T | nel Spoka o e o UNCE pus*ismj FirS chasse Shey
. sirne Ihe e p2aen S PO N
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Loreans call, T cocieced e cobl Tdid ngT avswed |
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V. Relief
State briefly what you want the court to do for you. Make no legal arguments. Do not cite any cases or statutes.
If requesting money damages, include the amounts of any actual damages and/or punitive damages claimed for.
the acts alleged. Explain the basis for these claims. o 260 el
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Pro Se 15 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint for Violation of Civil Rights (Non~Prisoner)

VI. Certification and Closing

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I certify to the best of my knowledge, information,
and belief that this complaint: (1) is not being presented for an improper purpose, such as to harass, cause
unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by a
nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing existing law; (3) the factual contentions have
evidentiary support or, if specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support after a reasonable
opportunity for further investigation or discovery; and (4) the complaint otherwise complies with the
requirements of Rule 11.

A. For Parties Without an Afttorney
I agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any changes to my address where case—related papers may be

served. Iunderstand that my failure to keep a current address on file with the Clerk’s Office may result
in the dismissal of my case.

v 4189

i ¢
Qionature nf Plaintiff u’%j&%ﬁﬂ J, %U”M
Printed Name of Plaintiff ;/:f/é-ﬂ C’/g ’5/‘ S (g;ﬂ// 5 Ll ETC

B. For Attorneys

Nate nf cioninoe:

Sionature nf Attornev

Printed Name nf Attranev

Rear Nininher

Nicrvin AFT v Bl




DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
810 Vermont Ave NW
Washington, D.C. 20420

July 13, 2020

Gregory Sumner In Reply Refer to:
31 64 Sumner Rd XXx=Xx-0645
Trinity, NC 27370 27/eBenefits

Dear Mr. Sumner:

This letter certifies that Gregory Sumner was discharged from the U.S Armed Forces having served during
the following period(s):

Branch of Service Entered Active Duty Discharged Character of Service
Navy July 5, 1989 September 18, 1992 Under Honorable Conditions

(You may have additional periods of service not listed above.)

How You Can Contact Us

- If you need general information about benefits and eligibility, please visit us at
https://www.ebenefits.va.gov or http://www.va.gov.

- Call us at 1-800-827-1000. If you use a Telecommunications Device for the Deaf (TDD),
the number is 1-800-829-4833.

- Ask a question on the Internet at https://iris.custhelp.va.gov.

Sincerely,

Cheryl J Rawls -
Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for Field Operations
Office of Outreach and Stakeholder Engagement


https://www.ebenefits.va.qov
http://www.va.qov
https://iris.custhelp.va.gov

1)00[01111\ Fupuanny
TN THRY0D Y prak(]

“2$IN0Y JO UOISSTIIAM SIY YILw "Papasu NOA 1 UONEWLIOJUL [BUOnIpp
AAIR Ted a4y S2IpMIS S owmsar o1 wiry Jurdjoy ur ues nos se ysnooq pue duiodd st ag ased| (|

PARPOWLLOIIT 2 ) a_\nq

OS] PIILCAT PUR "$3IPNIS d1UAPRIT 212dW0n 01 AUIGE S1Y 193] R ULD $1010T] aS3Y ] "SIdY10 pu
‘.,,auagaum 08 "tedS UONUINE PASLAIDIP "LASNRU "SSAUIZZIP SB ({ONS "SIUIAD ISI2APE {IIW PIIRIOOSSE
aQ ULd “[IT 10U 11 "SaYIRPESY AS3Y) JO ULy SWOIHUAS PRIRISOSSE PUL SYORPRAY SURIT I 10
onoasal .m_j, SI2U10 DUR "HONE2A3Id 107 JWOS "SHONEPAW AAISURIND 2MbaT 1w SOUIRISIW a8dy |

~OTI-01-008] i {mm T 11 TSUOSERLINIO PUT 14110 uonudue sed p NIRRTV

: 131
DAL UL OS] puk UO‘HDU,O" R R Y 120UMS Iy 0] AWWN23g sey ‘.USE.II‘;”«\'

¥

01 .\ul.qh St} a0

quosaxd ST AUTRIRIW © Ualjw 210 "JUIye) 152 10] 3l [BUONIPPE ST ONS 2peill dq pInoys
SUCNEPOLLLLILIIE [eidadg 1auueul . muu © Ul studtuainbal 2121dwod Ul $1521 9yel 01 AR

s eduwti aed L3y [ "$SaUPAPRAIYSI] SAWMNAAUOS PUR "UOTIRAUSIUOD PUT Sutyuiyl pairedutt "astou
pue 11] 01 {LAIISUDS "SSAUIZZIP (I PIIRIDOSSE OS[L I S [ "SAYIBPLIY JUIRIFIL 1U1s1s1dd
10] PRIEAN FUIaq TAU{0R] 2183y 240q. 211 12 1uaned {F0[0mnau KU SEIRUWNG K0S ]y

Q10T "91 MIBnIgo g

S87LT DN “I[LAsI2UL3Y

WMNIBJ [BIIPSIA a“ns.nu 133 691

UL ALY YHBIH SIIASIIWIIH

SUIVALY SXVHIALIA 0 u!\;:ﬂﬂ-x;i}ﬁ'dlﬁﬂ




ARTMENT OF VETERANXNS
KNemersvile HCC
1695 Rernersville Medical Parkwav

~

KNernersvile, NC 27284

DEP

2018

Ocrober 22,

Jo mom LT oday CZonoern,

Zregory Sumner 1s currently under Ty Care, as well
cars of 2 neurcliogist for nis histcry of migraines
verTigo rhese episodes may Le asscclated with di
sensitivity to light and sound, impaired thinking
concentratiocn, and sometimes lightheadedness. His
migraines, as well as the medications used to trea
condition may impair his ability to take tests and
requirements in a timely manner. He should be pro
reasonable accommcdations when he has a flare of s
condition including additional test time, providin
a quiet environment for test taking or reschedulin
until condition improves, within reason. Please a
neurologist letter from February 2018 as this deta
condition and recommerdations as well.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REGION XI
NORTH CAROLINA
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS Ayt
. o | VIRGINIA
400 MARYLAND AVENUE, SW WASHINGTON, DC

WASHINGTON, DC 20202-1475

August 22, 2018

Gregory Sumner
3164 Sumner Road
Trinity, North Carolina 27370

Re:  OCR Complaint No. 11-18-2194
Partial Dismissal/Notification Letter

Dear Mr. Sumner:

On April 10, 2018, the Office for Civil Rights (OCR) of the U.S. Department of Education (the
Department) received your complaint against the University of North Carolina at Greensboro
(the University). You allege that the University discriminated and retaliated against you on the
basis of race (White), disability (neurological issues and hearing loss), and age (46-years-old). In
your written complaint and during subsequent email communications with OCR, you allege that:

1. The University discriminated against you based on your race, disability, and/or age when:

a. The University refused to accept credit transfer for course(s) completed at
Randolph Community College in or before December 2016, and as a result did
not allow you to graduate in February 2017,

b. The University requested additional medical information from you after you
submitted a voluntary disclosure with the University’s Office of Accessibility on
or around January 10, 2018;

¢. Onor around January 13, 2018, the University refused to provide you with
disability-related accommodations without meeting “new demands;”

d. On or around January 16, 2018, the University denied your appeai of the
reasonable accommodations decision made by the Office of Accessibility on
Tanuary 13, 2018,

2. The University retaliated against you for your disability-based advocacy when:

a. Sometime between January 2018 and March 2018, the University issued a no-
trespass notice 10 you pursuant to which you were not allowed to come on the
University campus for the subsequent two year period;

b. OnMarch 1, 2018, a University police officer trespassed on your private property
in Randolph County;

c¢. Sometime after the Randolph County sheriff removed the University police
officer from your private property, the University police officer threatened to
bring false criminal charges against you;

d. On March 15, 2018, the University’s Vice Chancellor did not end a phone
conversation at your request, thereby “manipulating 54 minutes” of your time;

The Department of Education’s wmission is to promote student achieveent and preparation for global competitiveness
by fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access.
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. On March 22. 2018, the University’s Vice Chancellor emailed you requesting that

you partici pate m a meeting with various University offices, including the
University administrator who sent the University police officer to your home.

our allegations, please contact the OCR staff person
of this letter.

vou disagree with the
identified below within 10 d

reoulauon 34CF R Pm 104, w hxﬂn prohibit dlscnnunauop on the basis of f disability in
programs and activities that receive Federal financial assistance from the Department. OCR also
enforces Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (Title i1} and its 1mrﬂementmc
regulation at 28 C.F.R. Part 35. which prchibit discriminaiion against quah 1ed mdividu al Vith
di<abiliu s by public entities. including public education systems and InSUINLO: '
‘hether they receive Federal i eparimen OCR
D iscrimination Act of 1973 tthe Age Act) and & ' :
which prohibit discrimination on the basis of age in any pro a
financial assistance from *he Depan'nent The laws emorced b\ OCR prothm liation against
any individual who asserts rights or privileges under these laws or w ho files a complamt,
testifies, assists, or par uclpaxes in a proceeding under these laws. Because the University receives
Federal financial assistance from the Department and is a public entxty OCR has jurisdiction
over it pursuant to Section 504, Title II Title VI, and the Age Act.!

Because OCR determined that it has jurisdiction and that the Allegations 2(a)-(c) were timely
filed, OCR is opening Allegations 2(a)-(c) for investigation. Please note that opening the
allegations for investigation in no way implies that OCR has made a determination on the merits
of the allegations. During the investigation, OCR is a neutral fact-finder, collecting and
analyzing relevant evidence from you, the University, and other sources, as appropriate. OCR
will ensure that its investigation is legally sufficient and fuily responds to the allegations in
accordance with the provisions of the Case Processing Manual, available at
http://www.ed.gov/ocr/docs/ocrepm. html,

After carefully reviewing the information you provided, OCR determined that we will not
investigate Allegation 1 and Allegation 2(d)-(e).

" In correspondence with OCR you have asserted that the University has violated your constitutional rights,
specifically under the 4", 5 5™ and 14™ amendments to the U.S. Constitution. OCR enforces specific federal civil
rights statutes that may be related to these rights but does not have jurisdiction, or authority, over claims based
solely on the U.S. Constitution. You also assert that the University never responded (o a FOIA request you made in
2015. OCR does not enforce the University’s compliance with FOIA. You may have the right to file a private suit in
federal court asserting claims not within OCR’s jurisdiction: a private attorney, local Jegal aid organization, and/or
state or Jocal bar association may be able to assist you further. Finally, you suggest that the University violated the
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (FERPA). FERPA is enforced by the Department’s Family
Policy Compliance Office (FPCO). For more informa[ion about filing a FERPA complaint with FPCO, you may
visit htin://familvpolicy.ed. vov/icomplaini-form or call 1-800-872-3327. You may also contact the FPCO at: Family
Policy Compliance Office, U.S. Depariment of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20202.



http://www.ed.gov/ocr/docs/ocrcpm.html
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OCR carefully reviewed the information you provided to OCR in response to this request.
However, your response did not provide enough information to raise the allegations of age-based
or racial discrimination above the level of speculation. To open an investication a complaim

are a white —17 -year- old SDE:aﬁcam voure
discrimination or reverse afiirmative action.
not enough 1o suggest thatr age- cased or racial &
provide anv u}j)por‘mU mfu“ 1a“
because of vour race or c
individuals te find empmu ent 'Ha-‘ for vounger individuals. and that the University
withholding of your degree has therefore had a more significant impact on you as a 47-year-oid
man attempting to secure a job. However, the possible disparate effect of the University’s
decision on you due to your age is not sufficient to state a legal claim of age discrimination.

et ST TAr nins
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1Z. Alieged Disability Discrimination
Allegarion 1(b): The University requested addiziona! medical inro —

submitted a voluntary disclosure swith the Universin's Ui
January 10, 2018.

Allegation 1(c): On or around January 13, 2018, the University refiised to provide you with
disability-related acconunodations ywithout meeting “new demands.”

Allegation 1(d): On or around January 16, 2018, the University denied your appeal of the
reasonable accommodations decision made by the Office of Accessibility on January 13, 2018.

OCR is dismissing Allegations 1(b)-(d) with respect to disability discrimination under Section
108(a) of OCR’s Case Processing Manual because they do not state violations of Section 504 or
Title II.

The Section 504 regulation, at 34 C.F.R. § 104.43(a), provides that a qualified person with a
disability may not be excluded from participation in. denied the benefits of, or otherwise
subjected to discrimination in any postsecondary aids, benefits, or services on the basis of
disability. The regulation at § 104.44(a) requires a university to modify its academic
requirements as necessary to ensure that such requirements do not discriminate or have the effect
of discriminating on the basis of disability against a qualified student with a disability. The
regulation at § 104.44(d) requires a university to ensure that no qualified individual with a
disability is denied the benefits of, excluded from participation in, or otherwise subjected to
discrimination because of the absence of educational auxiliary aids for students with impaired
sensory, manual, or speaking skills. OCR interprets the Title II regulation to require public
universities to provide academic adjustments and auxiliary aids to the same extent as required
under Section 504.

You asserted several imes 1o OCR thai you are “a known Republican, living in a Liberal University system.
Political affiliation is not a protected class under the laws that OCR enforces; moreover, OCR cannot infer age-
based or racial discrimination based solely on the University’s knowledge of an individual’s political affiliation.
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Universities may establish reasonable requirements and procedures for students to provide
documentation of their disability and request academic adjustments and auxiliary aids and
services. Students are responsible for obtaining disability documemation and for knowing and
foilowing the procedures established by the universitv. Once the swdent ruc provided adequate
notice and documentation of his/her dis: L 0Gif] ;
disahility, the um\emm must provid

zuxiliary aids and services that are necessary
participate in a schoof s program.
or provide aids or services thar would reseitin 2 Tindemenial &l 10m of the unive:

rogram Or 1mpose an undue purden.

”OOT

In determining what modifications are appropriate for a student with a disability, the university
should familiarize itself with the student’s disability and documentation, explore potential
modifications. and exercise professional ;u dgment. Ths qu;suon of W herher 2 univ emt_\ has to
mam modifications o its academiic rea : ; -
case-bv-case basis. OCR generaily does not s:bs:zz:;:: i.: T IRED O5 SUALIeC 28Ul a0r
and proi‘essmnais regardmg modifications. Instead.

determine whether a university acted in a reascnabie : e

steps consistent with Section 304 and Title II in making decisions regarding 2 student’s’
eligibility for academic adjustments. Both Section 304 and Title I envision a meaningful and
informed process with respect to the provision of modifications, e.g., through an interactive and
collaborative process between the university and the student. If a university denies a request for
a modification, it should clearly communicate the reasons for its decision to the student so that
the student has a reasonable opportunity to respond and provide additional documentation that
would address the university’s objections.

<

= S= Aty R
Nant TalThar SVIGEnse W]

Based on a review of the information you provided to OCR, you reenrolled in the University for
the Sprmg 2018 semester to complete the final course required to graduate from your degree
program. Upon receipt of your voluntary disclosure of disability, the University’s Office of
Accessibility Services (CARS) requested additional medical information from you. On January
12, 2018, the Director of OARS emailed you explaining that the documentation vou provided
regarding accessing appropriate acadamic accommaodaiions did not meet the Universinv's
required guidelines. You responded on January 13, 2018 that the documentation you provided
had been sufficient during the 2016 Spring semester and therefore should still be sufficient two
years later. In an email sent to you on January 16, 2018, the Director of OARS set forth a full
and in-depth analysis of the current issues with the documentation you had provided at that point,
as well as offers of assistance in navigating the accommodation process. Most importantly, the
Director of OARS indicated that the 2015 medical notes suggested that your condition was

* OCR notes that you claim that you had already completed all degree requirements based on the prior dispute over
the University’s refusal to accept credit wransfer from another institution. However, you provided OCR with a copv
of a February 22, 2017 email from the University Registrar’s Office that states: “Your application for Spring 2017
graduation has been removed...Degree candidates will not earn degrees nor be graduated from the University until
they have completed all degree requirements and have officially applied for graduation. Participation in a
commencement ceremony does not presume graduation from the University...We wish you all the best as you are
nearing the completion of your degree.”
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subject to change over time. OCR reviewed the same documentation you provided to the
University and confirmed that the University’s descriptions accurately reflect those documents.

You further explained to OCR that your primary care doctor had retired, and that the doctor who
examined you for the first time on December 26, 2017 would not provide you with a note
regarding disability-related accommodations. You also provided OCR with a letter from a
neurologist dated February 16, 2018 confirming that you receive ireatment for persisient
migraine headaches and may need accommodations. such as additional time for test taking, when
a migraine is present. You did not provide any information regarding whether OARS considered
the subsequent February 2018 documentation 1o ba sufficient. or the status of the interactive
accommodations process after the January 2018 email exchanges with OARS.

Upon OCR review, Allegations 1(b)-(d) revolve around the University’s request for updated
medical documentation prior to providing you with disability-related accommodations. These
facts, as alleged, do not establish 2 violation of the procedural regquirements set forth in Section
504 and Title 1. Rather. the alleged racts show the Urnivers inginer ¥ nnsy and
aking appropiiate steps consistent with the :

our eligibility for academic adjusimenis, You

ailed to establish reasonable requirements and procedures for siudents 1o provice documeniat
of their disabilities and request related accommodations.
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v, Alleged Retaliation for Disability-Based Advocacy

Allegation 2(d): The University retaliated against You for your disability-based advocacy on
March 15, 2018 when the University’s Vice Chancellor did not end a phone conversation ar your
request, thereby “manipulating 54 minutes” of your time.

Allegation 2(e): The University retaliated against you for your disabiliry-based advocacy on
March 22, 2018 when the University’s Vice Chancellor emailed You requesting that you
participate in a meeting with various University offices, including the University administrator
who sent the University police officer to your home.

- —
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Manuai b

" During the evaluarion process, OCR asked you what actions you had taken, or threatened 10 take, for which you
believed the University subsequently retaliated against you to dissuade vou from engaging in further protecied
aciivity. Your response identified several ways in which you had asserted your rights 1o reasonable accommaodations
as a person with a disability, including filing a past OCR complaint and engaging in a dispute with QARS.
Although you did not identify it, OCR notes that on March 5, 2018 you submitted a written complaint to the
siversity’s Dean of Studenrs Office alleging both disability and age discrimination. The Age Actregulation, at 34
-5.R. § 110.34, prohibits retaliation against any individual who asserts rights or privileges under the Age Actor
o7 Elzs a complaint, testifies, assists, or participates in a proceeding under the Age Act. The alleged retaliatory
ibed in Allegations 2(d) and 2(e) took place soon afier vour March 57 complaint. However, for the rec";sons
eren, these acts do not rise to the leve| of adverse action required o state a claim of retaliation in
Vil.ziin T the Age Act
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The Section 504 regulatior, at 34 C.F.R. § 104.61, which incorporates the procedural provisions
of the regulation implementing Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, prohibits retaliation
against any individual who asserts rights or privileges under Section 504 or who files a
complaint, testifies, assists, or participates in a proceeding under Section 504. The Title 11
regulation, at 28 C.F.R. § 35.134, contains a similar prohibition against retaiie!
analyzing a claim of retaliation, GCR will look at: 1} whether the Compla:
protected activity (e.g., filed & complaint or asserted a right under & law
whether the University took an adverse action against the € omplainant and 2
causal connection between the protected activity and the acves
present, this establishes an initial, or prima facie. case ¢l
whether the University has a legitimate, non-retaiiatory r
examines whether the University’s reason for its action
retaliation.

It

=t

While you have identified to OCR several protected ac
University’s actions in March 2018 do not amouit 10 &
infer retaliation in violation of the laws that we enicree.
could deter a reasonable person from engaging in fu
annoyances, and lack of good manners do not cons

Finally, OCR reviewed the email sent to you by the Vice Chancellor on March 22. 201 § and
determined that a reasonable person would not be deterred from further protected activities upon
its receipt. In fact, the Vice Chancellor wrote, in part, to address your age and disability
discrimination complaints, explaining that the University wanted to investigate these matters and
needed to meet with you in order to proceed in this manner. The Vice Chancellor requested that
you call to schedule an appointment for such meeting, ot if you opted not to, the matter would be
considered closed by March 30, 2013.

Because you have not alleged adverse actions that would dissuade a reasonable person from
asserting their rights under Section 504 or Title I, OCR is dismissing Allegations 2(d) and 2(e).

For the reasons explained above. OCR is dismissing Allesations 1{a)-(d) and 2(d)-(e) as of the

to 1ot <1111 SO T PR i1 Imme ITmeropi-mr oo cad o .-
date of this letter and sa-ill take no further aciicn on these alh2gaticns, mCiwevern as noied abes

=

we are opening an investigation of Allegations 2(a), 2(b), and 2(c).

3

§
rh

This letter sets forth OCR's determination in an individual OCR case. This letter is not a formal
statement of OCR policy and should not be relied upon. cited, or construed as such. OCR’s
formal policy statements are approved by a duly authorized OCR official and made available to
the public. You may have the right o file a private suit in federal court whether or not OCR
finds a violation.

The Complainant has the right, pursuant to the regulation at 34 C.F.R. § 110.39 implementing
the Age Act, to file a civil action for injunciive relief in federal court following the exhaustion of
administrative remedies. Administrative remedies are exhausted if: (1) 180 days have elapsed
since the complainant filed the complaint with OCR, and OCR has made no finding, or (2) OCR
issues any finding in favor of the recipient. A civil action can be brought only in a United States
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district court for the district in which the recipient is found or transacts business. A complainant
prevailing in a civil action has the right to be awarded the costs of the action, including
reasonable attorney’s fees, but these costs must be demanded in the complaint filed with the
court. Before commencing the action, the complainant shall give 30 days’ notice by registered
mail to the Secretary of the Department of Education. the Secretary of the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Attorney General of the United States, and the recipient. The notice
shall state the alleged violation of the Age Act, the relief requested, the court in which the action
will be brought, and whether or not atrorney’s fees are demanded in the event the complainant
prevails. The complainant may not bring an action if the same alleged violation of the Age Act
by the same recipient is the subject of a pending action in any court of the United States.

Please be advised that the University must not harass, coerce, intimidate, discriminate, or
otherwise retaliate against an individual because that individual asserts a right or privilege under
a law enforced by OCR or files a complaint, testifies, assists, or participates in a proceeding
under a law enforced by OCR. If this happens, the individual may file a retaliation complaint
with OCR.

Under the Freedom of Information Act, it may be necessary to release this document and related
correspondence and records upon request. If OCR receives such a request, we will seek to
protect personally identifiable information that could reasonably be expected to constitute an
unwarranted invasion of pefsonal privacy if released, to the extent provided by law.

If you have any questions, please contact Megan Rok. the OCR attorney assigned to this
complaint, at 202-453-6978 or megan.rok @ed. gov.

/ &= /j
~~Michael Péy
RamL fder, Te

1
Wsmﬂ of Columbia Office

2 PRES

Office for Civil Rights
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U.S. Department of Justice

Civil Rights Division

Disability: Rights Section - NYA
950 Pennsylvania Ave. N1V
Washington, DC 20330

February 7, 2018

Notice of Referral of Complaint for Appropriate Action

To:  Alice B. Wender, Director
Office for Civil Rights
District of Columbia Office
Department of Education
400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington. D.C. 20202-1475

Gregory Sumner
3164 Sumner Road
Trinity, NC 27370

From: Disability Rights Section, Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice

Reference: | CTS# 623715; Gregory Sumner, Trinity, NC; regarding UNCG, Greensboro,
NC; received by DOJ on February 2, 2018 [related to CTS# 591128 referred to
ED/OCR on April 3,2017]

The Disability Rights Section has reviewed the enclosed complaint and determined that it raises
issues that are more appropriately addressed by the Department of Education. We, therefore, are
referring this complaint to that agency for appropriate action. This letter serves to notify that
agency and the complainant of this referral. The Disability Rights Section will take no further
action on this matter. '

To check the status of the complaint. or to submit additional information. the complainant may
contact the referral agency at the address above or at the following telephone number(s): (202)

433-6020. Foleig 1M eanis

If the agency has any questions or concerns about this referral or believes that it raises issues
outside the agency’s jurisdiction, please do not hesitate to contact the Department of Justice. If
the referral involves a complaint alleging a violation of title II of the Americans with Disabilities
Act, a “Final Disposition Response Form™ is enclosed for use in notifying the Disability Rights
Section about actions taken on the complaint.

DJ# 204-54M-0
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