
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT

Everett McKinley Dirksen United States Courthouse 
Room 2722 - 219 S. Dearborn Street 

Chicago, Illinois 60604

Office of the Clerk 
Phone: (312) 435-5850 

www.ca7.uscourts.gov

ORDER

October 6, 2020
Before

FRANK H. EASTERBROOK, Circuit Judge 
MICHAEL B. BRENNAN, Circuit Judge

BRENDA L. WHITE, 
Plaintiff - Appellant

No. 20-2343 v.

ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, 
Defendant - Appellee

Originating Ca->o Intnrinalinn:

District Court No: l:20-cv-01129-RLY-MPB 
Southern District of Indiana, Indianapolis Division 
District Judge Richard L. Young

Upon consideration of the AFFIDAVIT ACCOMPANYING MOTION FOR PERMISSION 
TO APPEAL IN FORMA PAUPERIS, filed on August 20, 2020, by pro se appellant,

IT IS ORDERED that the motion for leave to proceed on appeal in forma pauperis is 
DENIED. Appellant has not identified a potentially meritorious argument that the district 
court erred in dismissing the complaint for failure to state a claim. Appellant shall pay the 
required docketing fee within 14 days, or else this appeal will be dismissed for failure to 
prosecute pursuant to Circuit Rule 3(b).
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION

)BRENDA L. WHITE,
)

Plaintiff, )
)
) No. 1:20-cv-01129-RL Y-MPBv.
)

ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, )
) •

Defendant. )

ORDER DISMISSING CASE WITH PREJUDICE

Plaintiff brought the .present action on behalf of her African American

granddaughter, alleging that in 2013, a Caucasian woman at St. Lawrence Catholic

Schools slammed the door on her granddaughter's arm, causing her injury. Plaintiff

alleged that the woman engaged in that conduct because of her granddaughter's race. The

court issued an Order to Show Cause why this case should not be barred by the two-year

statute of limitations applicable to claims for race discrimination under 42 U.S.C. § 1981

and for claims for battery under Indiana state law. Plaintiff filed a timely response,

explaining she did not gain custody of her granddaughter until November 2017.

Plaintiffs claim is beyond the statute of limitations. The only way she could save

her claim is by invoking a tolling doctrine such as equitable tolling or equitable estoppel.

The doctrine of equitable tolling “permits a plaintiff to avoid the bar of the statute of

limitations if despite all due diligence [s]he is unable to obtain vital information bearing

on the existence of his claim.” Shropshear v. Corp. Counsel of the City of Chi., 275 F.3d
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593, 595 (7th Cir.2001). The doctrine of equitable estoppel "comes into play if the

defendant takes active steps to prevent the plaintiff from suing in time[.]" Cada v. Baxter

Healthcare Corp., 920 F.2d 446, 450-51 (7th Cir. 1990). Neither doctrine applies here.

And to the extent Plaintiff is bringing this action on behalf of her grandchild, she may not

do so pro se. See Cheung v. Youth Orchestra Found, of Buffalo, Inc., 906 F.2d 59, 61 (2d

Cir. 1990) (“[A] non-attorney parent must be represented by counsel in bringing an

action on behalf of his or her child.”). Accordingly, the court must DISMISS this case

with prejudice. Final judgment shall issue forthwith.

SO ORDERED this 9th day of July 2020.

RICH. 
United State:

L. YOUNG, JUDGE 
istrict Court 

Southern District of Indiana

Copy by mail to:
Brenda White
4141 N. Ridgeview Drive
Indianapolis, IN 46226!
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•k'k’k PUBLIC DOCKET ***
APPEAL,CLOSED

U.S. District Court
Southern District of Indiana (Indianapolis)

CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: l:20-cv-01129-RLY-MPB

WHITE v. ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
Assigned to: Judge Richard L. Young 
Referred to: Magistrate Judge Matthew P. Brookman 
Cause: 28:1331 Fed. Question

Date Filed: 04/13/2020
Date Terminated: 07/09/2020
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 440 Civil Rights: Other
Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Plaintiff
BRENDA L. WHITE represented by BRENDA L. WHITE 

4141 N Ridgeview Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46226 
317-875-1957 
PRO SE

V.
Defendant

represented by ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS

ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS

PRO SE

Docket TextDate Filed #

COMPLAINT against ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS, filed by 
BRENDA L. WHITE. (No fee paid with this filing) (Attachments: # 1 
Envelope). (AKH) (Entered: 04/13/2020)

04/13/2020 1

MAGISTRATE JUDGE'S NOTICE of Availability to Exercise Jurisdiction 
issued. (AKH) (Entered: 04/13/2020)

04/13/2020 ■ 2

MOTION for Leave to Proceed in forma pauperis, filed by Plaintiff 
BRENDA L. WHITE. (AKH) (Entered: 04/13/2020)

04/13/2020 3

CONSENT to Jurisdiction to US Magistrate Judge by BRENDA L. WHITE. 
(Attachments: # 1_ Envelope)(AAS) (Entered: 04/23/2020)

04/23/2020 4

ORDER GRANTING IFP AND ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE - Plaintiffs 
motion to proceed in forma pauperis is GRANTED Filing No. 2 . Plaintiff is

05/29/2020 5

https://ecf.insd.circ7.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt-insd.pl7105441143574746-L_l_0-l 7/23/2020

https://ecf.insd.circ7.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt-insd.pl7105441143574746-L_l_0-l
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ORDERED to show cause why her case should not be dismissed. Plaintiff 
shall respond by June 5,2020. Failure to respond shall result in dismissal of 
this case. Copy to Plaintiff via US Mail. Signed by Judge Richard L. Young 
on 5/29/2020.(AAS) (Entered: 05/29/2020)

06/16/2020 6 RESPONSE, re 5 Order to Show Cause, filed by Plaintiff BRENDA L. 
WHITE. (Attachments; # X Envelope)(AAS) (Entered: 06/16/2020)

07/09/2020 7 ORDER DISMISSING CASE WITH PREJUDICE - Accordingly, the court 
must DISMISS this case with prejudice. Final judgment shall issue 
forthwith. SEE ORDER. Copy sent to Plaintiff via US Mail. Signed by 
Judge Richard L. Young on 7/9/2020.(JRB) (Entered: 07/09/2020)

07/09/2020 8 FINAL JUDGMENT - Consistent with the court's Order issued this date, this 
case is dismissed with prejudice. Final judgment is now entered in favor of 
Defendant and against Plaintiff. Copy sent to Plaintiff via US Mail. Signed 
by Judge Richard L. Young on 7/9/2020.(JRB) (Entered: 07/09/2020)

07/21/2020 9 NOTICE OF APPEAL as to 8 Closed Dismissed, 2 Order, filed by Plaintiff 
BRENDA L. WHITE. (No fee paid with this filing) Rec'd by USCA on 
7/21/2020; Rec'd by INSD on 7/22/2020 (RSF) (Entered: 07/22/2020)

-S1007/21/2020 MOTION to Proceed on Appeal in forma pauperis, filed by Plaintiff 
BRENDA L. WHITE. Rec'd by USCA on 7/21/2020; Rec’d by INSD on 
7/22/2020. (RSF) (Entered: 07/22/2020)

Case#: l:20-cv-01129-RLY-MPB

https://ecf.insd.circ7.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt-insd.pl7105441143574746-L10-1 7/23/2020

https://ecf.insd.circ7.dcn/cgi-bin/DktRpt-insd.pl7105441143574746-L10-1
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Pro Se 2 (Rev. 12/16) Complaint and Request for Injunction

United States District Court
for the

District of

Division

) MHV-Dll3iW(-mp8>Case No.)
(to befilled in by the Clerk‘s Office))

)Plaintiff(s)
(Write diefull name of each plaintiff who is filing this complaint. 
If the names of all the plaintiffs cannotfit in the space above, 
please write "see attached“ in the space and attach an additional 
page with the full list ofnames.)

)
)
)
)-V-
)
)
)
)
>

Defendant(s)
(Write the full name of each defendant who is being sued. If the 
names of all the defendants cannotfit in the space above, please 
write "see attached" in the space and attach an additional page 
with the full list of names.)

)
)

COMPLAINT AND REQUEST FOR INJUNCTION

L The Parties to This Complaint 
A. The Plaintiff(s)

Provide the information below for each plaintiff named in the complaint. Attach additional pages if 
needed.

wmiM' l ■ Wti'bc / kN ■
I tl• ${<Mt/iiSa)

-Ulb'lOMfr

@itrT .fi&T

a. m i RName
Street Address 

City and County 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 
E-mail Address

The Defendants)B.

Provide the information below for each defendant named in the complaint, whether the defendant is an 
individual, a government agency, an organization, or a corporation. For an individual defendant, 
include the person's job or title (if known). Attach additional pages if needed.

Page 1 of 6
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Defendant No. 1 
Name
Job or Title (if known) 

Street Address 

City and County 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 

E-mail Address (if known)

* £\ GsA l&CllVj CC- S d, hjQd

WW 64--
fc P<?fi S____

~X4k }i^>( ?wJ ______
?>Pi-

6 'SCK^>

Defendant No. 2 

Name
Job or Title (if known) 

Street Address 

City and County 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 

E-mail Address (if known)

Defendant No. 3 

Name
Job or Title (if known) 

Street Address 

City and County 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 

E-mail Address (if known)

Defendant No. 4 

Name
Job or Title (if known) 

Street Address 

City and County 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 
E-mail Address (if known)

Page 2 of 6
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n. Basis for Jurisdiction

Federal courts are courts of limited jurisdiction (limited power). Generally, only two types of cases can be 
heard in federal court: cases involving a federal question and cases involving diversity of citizenship of the 
parties. Under 28 U.S.C. § 1331, a case arising under the United States Constitution or federal laws or treaties 
is a federal question case. Under 28 U.S.C. § 1332, a case in which a citizen of one State sues a citizen of 
another State or nation and the amount at stake is more than $75,000 is a diversity of citizenship case. In a 
diversity of citizenship case, no defendant may be a citizen of the same State as any plaintiff.

What isAe

lijFederal question
basis for federal court jurisdiction? (check all that apply)

I I Diversity of citizenship

Fill out the paragraphs in this section that apply to this case.

A. If the Basis for Jurisdiction Is a Federal Question

List the specific federal statutes, federal treaties, and/or provisions of the United States Constitution that 
are at issue in this case.

^ lS3l ChtiA ft bc<£<L f/O ) ]pu ±&tehef<

B. If the Basis for Jurisdiction Is Diversity of Citizenship

The Plaintiffs)1.

If the plaintiff is an individual 
The plaintiff, (name)

State of (name)

a.

, is a citizen of the

If die plaintiff is a corporation

The plaintiff, (name)

under the laws of the State of (name)

and has its principal place of business in the State of (name)

b.

, is incorporated

(If more than one plaintiff is named in the complaint, attach an additional page providing the 
same information for each additional plaintiff.)

2. The Defendants)

If the defendant is an individual 

The defendant, (name) 
the State of (name)
(foreign nation)

a.

, is a citizen of 

. Or is a citizen of

Page 3 of 6
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b. If the defendant is a corporation
The defendant, (name)
the laws of die State of (name)

principal place of business in the State at (name)
Or is incorporated under the laws of (foreign nation)

and has its principal place of business in (name)

, is incorporated under 
, and has its

(If more than one defendant is named in the complaint, attach an additional page providing the 
same information for each additional defendant.)

The Amount in Controversy

The amount in controversy-the amount the plaintiff claims the defendant owes or the amount at 
stake-is more than $75,000, not counting interest and costs of court, because (explain):

3.

ID. Statement of Claim

Write a short and plain statement of the claim. Do not make legal arguments. State as briefly as possible the 
facts showing that each plaintiff is entided to the injunction or other relief sought. State how each defendant 
was involved and what each defendant did that caused the plaintiff harm or violated the plaintiffs rights, 
including the dates and places of that involvement or conduct. If more than one claim is asserted, number each 
claim and write a short and plain statement of each claim in a separate paragraph. Attach additional pages if 
needed.

A. Where did the events giving rise to your claim(s) occur?
UbuDno,kCoVioUc

What date and approximate time did the events giving rise to your claim(s) occur?B.

Page 4 of 6
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c. What are the facts underlying your claim(s)? (For example: What happened to you? Who did what? 
Was anyone else involved? Who else saw what happened?) Lip fad drCiUd/lWj Artjjfg i/w*e 4*9 4

X tOtaur& "hMiuU X X \e+ K^r tf^cA-
X uxAg^W M-r coU^-

dtaoCtWAK ^ dje0$Lf ektiOU-
K fJ atw\ a,Wu,4~ C^Vix m -£.5 „

y

SWva eA Ar4-^ <^>
Xs> p/VAj^pa^x

IV. Irreparable Injury

Explain why monetary damages at a later time would not adequately compensate you for the injuries you
sustained, are sustaining, or will sustain as a result of the events described above, or why such compensation 
could not be measured. Qym CUiOM^^^) $£d0 ,$0 ® G>-e.£-4M& <~

E-o^v^WrS rWa^CoAr, AOO PfW^( G*.p*Al«M 

V**- W u*, <^1 ruciW-. *******

\9 (Ws,** ^.cuj ^ ^ «&«cAco\\qt.

V. Relief

State briefly and precisely what damages or other relief the plaintiff asks the court to order. Do not make legal 
arguments. Include any basis for claiming that the wrongs alleged are continuing at the present time. Include 
the amounts of any actual damages claimed for the acts alleged and the basis for these amounts. Include any 
punitive or exemplary damages claimed, the amounts, and the reasons you claim you are entitled to actual or 
punitive money damages^ k ^ ^ W)

-te dbtf*- JtVa^' aMJ^ d>0D£-Ml"
to dMU-. $K& WU -VW debt- ri£-

$St» 5,600 

S.
TKo ca« 4~etcM(2- Cfl/1'WL \ n „ - V .. ,rrse. T rhj.^4 a^etupf Vt> \ 4. tL \A<vS> ft

iNia^e . X d»S ciajtafleA ~VU-A
f'MTfcfc-eSL C’&tA ^0 VM^S> dtptfkre.

.vV^V €>U W . 6he \'¥-e Sckt®\*M)«w

U.p

^C/K^q jfl
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VL Certification and Closing

Under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 11, by signing below, I certify to die best of my knowledge, information, 
and belief that this complaint: (1) is not being presented for an improper purpose, such as to harass, cause 
unnecessary delay, or needlessly increase the cost of litigation; (2) is supported by existing law or by 
nonfrivolous argument for extending, modifying, or reversing existing law; (3) the factual contentions have 
evidentiary support or, if specifically so identified, will likely have evidentiary support after a reasonable 
opportunity for further investigation or discovery; and (4) the complaint otherwise complies with the 
requirements of Rule 11.

For Parties Without an Attorney

I agree to provide the Clerk’s Office with any changes to my address where case-related papers may be 
served. I understand that my failure to keep a current address on file with the Clerk’s Office may result 
in the dismissal of my case.

a

A.

//-//“ XVDate of signing:

Signature of Plaintiff 
Printed Name of Plaintiff L, ui h

B. For Attorneys

Date of signing:

Signature of Attorney 

Printed Name of Attorney 

Bar Number 
Name of Law Firm 

Street Address 

State and Zip Code 

Telephone Number 
E-mail Address
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SUPREME COURT Of the 
UNITED STATES 

1 FIRST STREET, NE 
WASHINGTON, DC 20543

From the:
UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 

FOR THE SEVENTH DISTRICT

From the:
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF INDIANA 

INDIANAPOLIS DIVISION

)BRENDAL. WHITE, PROSE

Appellant/Plaintiff )

) No.: 1^0-cv-01129-RLY-MPBNo. 20*2343 v.

)ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Appellee/Defendant )

PETITION the COURT to 
WRITS of CERTIORARI

I, Brenda L. White, pro se, comes to petition the U.S. Supreme Court to hear the above-listed 

Case, and I come to ask the Court to grant a Writ of Certiorari.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda L. White 
4141N. Ridgeview Drive 
Indianapolis, IN 46226

r\

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that the foregoing has been served upon the following counsel of the record by 
first-class mail this 19th day of October, 2020.

Brenda L. White

OCT 2 8 2020
OFFICE OF THE Cl.iaK 
SUPREME COURT U.S.


