
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

EASTERN DIVISION 

WALTER P. VARGO, JR. )          CASE NO. _______________ 

4865 Shanks Phalanx Rd. ) 

Southington, OH 44470-9534  ) 

)          JUDGE  _________________ 

Plaintiff ) 

)          

vs. ) 

)          C O M P L A I N T  

D & M TOURS INC.   ) 

117 East 7th Street )      JURY DEMAND ENDORSED HEREON 

Patterson, NJ 07524 ) 

) 

and ) 

) 

JOSE ROMAN ) 

PO Box 1082  ) 

71 Hopper St., Floor 1 ) 

Patterson, NJ 07544  ) 

) 

and ) 

) 

FEDEX, INC.  ) 

c/o C.T. CORP ) 

1300 East Ninth St. ) 

Cleveland, OH 44114 ) 

) 

) 

and ) 

) 

WILLIAM A. STAUFFER ) 

125 Fieldstone Dr. ) 

Carlisle, PA 17015 ) 

) 

and ) 

) 

SARAH MORRISON, Administrator  ) 

Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation ) 

242 Federal Plaza, W., Suite 200 ) 

Youngstown, OH 44503-1206 ) 

) 

and ) 

) 
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L.T. HARNETT TRUCKING, INC.  ) 

c/o DAVID L. HARNETT   ) 

Its Statutory Agent    ) 

7431 State Route 7    ) 

Kinsman, OH 44428    ) 

      ) 

  Defendants   ) 

 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

 

      1.  This is a negligence action for damages against drivers and owners of motor vehicles 

stemming from a collision with plaintiff’s tanker trailer on vehicle Interstate Route 78, in Saucon 

Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, on June 7, 2016. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 

      2.  The matter in controversy is in excess of the sum of $75,000, exclusive of interest and 

costs, and pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1332(a)(1), it is brought by Plaintiff, WALTER P. VARGO, 

JR., a citizen of Southington, Trumbull County, Ohio, against Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., 

a business in New Jersey; JOSE ROMAN, a citizen of New Jersey; FEDEX, INC., a company 

doing business in Youngstown, Mahoning County, Ohio; WILLIAM A. STAUFFER, a citizen of 

Pennsylvania; SARAH MORRISON, Administrator of Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation 

with a Regional Office in Youngstown, Mahoning County, Ohio; and L.T. HARNETT 

TRUCKING, INC.,  a company doing business in Kinsman, Trumbull County, Ohio.  

      3.  Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391, venue for this action lies in the United States District 

Court for the Northern District of Ohio, the district where Defendant FEDEX, INC., and 

Defendant L.T. HARNETT are doing business; the district where Defendant SARAH 

MORRISON, Administrator of Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation, has a Regional Office 

that administered a companion workers’ compensation claim for Plaintiff; and the district where 
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Plaintiff resides and where he received the bulk of his treatment, including surgery, from his 

injuries in this accident, and where his medical providers are located.  

PARTIES 

 

      4.  Plaintiff WALTER P. VARGO, JR., is an individual residing in Southington, 

Trumbull County, Ohio, and at all times relevant herein he was employed by Defendant L. T. 

HARNETT TRUCKING, INC., and was injured in the course of and out of that employment. 

      5.  Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., is a corporation engaged in the school busing 

business, and is organized in the state of New Jersey.  

 6. Defendant JOSE ROMAN is an individual residing in Patterson, New Jersey, and at all 

relevant times herein, he was employed as a bus driver by Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., and 

he was acting on behalf of this employer and in furtherance of its business. 

 7. Defendant FEDEX, INC., is a corporation engaged in the package delivery business in 

Youngstown, Mahoning County, Ohio, and is organized under the laws of the State of Delaware. 

 8. Defendant WILLIAM A. STAUFFER is an individual residing in Carlisle 

Pennsylvania, and at all relevant times herein he was employed as a truck driver for Defendant 

FEDEX, INC, and was acting on behalf of this employer and in furtherance of its business. 

 9. Defendant SARAH MORRISON is the Administrator of the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ 

Compensation that has a Regional Office in Youngstown, Mahoning County, Ohio, that 

administered to Plaintiff’s companion Worker’s Compensation claim (No. 16-822703) and has 

paid Plaintiff considerable sums for treatment and care, including wage loss compensation, all 

stemming from his injuries in the accident that is the subject of this lawsuit; and thus, has an 

interest in this case. 
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10. Defendant L.T. HARNETT TRUCKING, INC., is a corporation engaged in the 

trucking business in Kinsman, Trumbull County, Ohio, is organized under the laws of the State 

of Ohio; was the owner of the tanker trailer driven by Plaintiff; has paid Plaintiff for directly 

wage loss compensation and has incurred other expenses related to Plaintiff’s Ohio Workers’ 

Compensation Claim, No. 16-8 to 2703; and thus, has an interest in this case.  

 

COUNT I - NEGLIGENCE 

      

      11.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs one (1) 

through ten (10) of the Complaint.  

      12.  On or about June 7, 2016, Plaintiff was employed by Defendant L.T. HARNETT 

TRUCKING, INC., and was driving a tanker trailer owned by this defendant westbound on I-78 

in Lower Saucon Township, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, when Plaintiff was hit and 

driven off the roadway by the tractor-trailer driven by Defendant WILLIAM A. STAUFFER, 

and owned by Defendant FEDEX, INC., who may have been trying to avoid a school bus driven 

by Defendant JOSE ROMAN, and owned by of Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., who was 

abruptly slowing down and changing lanes.   

 13.   As a direct and proximate result of the negligence of Defendants JOSE ROMAN 

and D & M TOURS, INC., and the negligence of WILLIAM A. STAUFFER and FEDEX INC., 

Plaintiff received serious personal injuries, some or all of which are permanent; has suffered 

physical pain and mental distress; has suffered a permanent diminished capacity to enjoy life; has 

sustained a diminished earning capacity; has incurred medical bills for treatment and care, and 

will continue to do so in the future; and will be compelled to hire additional services.   
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COUNT II – AGENCY 

 

      14.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs one (1) 

through fhirteen (13) of the Complaint.  

 15.  Plaintiff is informed and believes that Defendant JOSE ROMAN was, at the time of 

the accident, an agent and/or employee of Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., acting within the 

scope and course of his employment.  

 16.  As a proximate result of Defendant D & M TOURS, INC., agency/employment 

relations with Defendant JOSE ROMAN, Plaintiff has suffered permanent injuries and has 

incurred medical expenses in excess of $75,000. 

COUNT III – AGENCY 

 

      17.  Plaintiff incorporates by reference the allegations contained in paragraphs one (1) 

through sixteen (16) of the Complaint.  

 18.  Plaintiff is informed and believes that Defendant WILLIAM A. STAUFFER was, at 

the time of the accident, an agent and/or employee of Defendant FEDEX, INC., acting within the 

scope and course of his employment.  

 19.  As a proximate result of Defendant FEDEX, INC., agency/employment relations 

with Defendant JOSE ROMAN, Plaintiff has suffered permanent injuries and has incurred 

medical expenses in excess of $75,000. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

      

      WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants JOSE ROMAN, D & M 

TOURS, INC., WILLIAM A. STAUFFER, and FEDEX INC., jointly and/or severally, in an 

amount in excess of SEVENTY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($75,000.00) to compensate 

him for his injuries; prays that Defendant SARAH MORRISON Administrator of Ohio Bureau 
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of Workers’ Compensation and Defendant L. T. HARNETT TRUCKING, INC., appear and 

assert their interests in the outcome of this case; Plaintiff prays for payment of his costs, 

prejudgment interest, and such other and further relief as the court deems just and proper.     

             PLAINTIFF HEREBY DEMANDS TRIAL BY JURY. 

 

                                         Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

       /s/ Irene K. Makridis 

       ___________________________ 

       Irene K. Makridis (#16760, Ohio) 

       Counsel for Plaintiff 

       155 S. Park Ave., Suite 160 

       Warren, Ohio 44481 

       Tel.: 330-394-1587 

       Fax:  330-394-3070 

       office@makridislaw.com 
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