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VIRGINIA:

Jtt the Supreme Gawd of, Virginia hetd at the Supreme Gowd {Budding in the 
Gity of {Richmond on Friday the 8th day of Mwtch, 2019.

Senol Yilmaz, No. 1615765, Petitioner,

against Record No. 180747

Harold W. Clarke, Director,
Virginia Department of Corrections, Respondent.

Upon a Petition for a Writ of Habeas Corpus

Upon consideration of the petition for a writ of habeas corpus filed June 8,2018, 

the rule to show cause, the respondent’s motion to dismiss, and petitioner’s reply, the Court is of 

the opinion that the motion should be granted and the writ should not issue.

Petitioner was convicted, pursuant to his guilty pleas, in the Circuit Court of 

Rockingham County of attempted indecent liberties with a child younger than fifteen, electronic 

solicitation of a child younger than fifteen, and failure to appear and was sentenced, in 

accordance with his written plea agreement, to thirty years’ incarceration with twenty-three years 

suspended. Petitioner did not appeal, and he now challenges the legality of his detention

pursuant to these convictions.

In his sole claim, petitioner contends he was denied the effective assistance of

counsel because counsel convinced petitioner to return to the United States and turn himself in 

by promising petitioner he would receive a sentence of five to six years of active incarceration. 

Petitioner would not have returned or pled guilty had he known he would receive an active

sentence of seven years.
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The Court rejects this claim because petitioner failed to offer a valid reason why 

he should not be bound by his representation at trial that his counsel’s performance was 

adequate, that he was pleading guilty because he was, in fact, guilty, that he understood the 

agreed disposition plea agreement called for an active sentence of seven years, that he 

understood this was slightly above his guidelines range, and that his guilty pleas were voluntary 

and there is no evidence identified by petitioner that would support the contrary conclusion that 

the pleas were involuntary. Anderson v. Warden, 222 Va. 511, 516 (1981).

Accordingly, the petition is dismissed and the rule is discharged.
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Additional material
f rom this f iling is 

available in the
Clerk's Office
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