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MOTION 

Petitioner Travis Soto (“Soto”) requests leave to file the attached petition for a 

writ of certiorari without prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma pauperis.  This 

relief is warranted because during all phases of the proceedings below Soto sought 

similar relief and counsel was appointed to him.  The Supreme Court of Ohio 

concluded that Soto was indigent and appointed counsel to represent him on June 14, 

2018, in State v. Soto, No. 2018-0416.  Entry attached at Apx. 0001.  Counsel was 

appointed by the Putnam County Court of Common Pleas on May 12, 2017, to 

represent Soto in his interlocutory appeal before the Court of Appeals of Ohio for the 

Third Appellate District in State v. Soto, No. 12-17-05.  Entry attached at Apx. 0002.  

Counsel for trial was appointed to represent Soto by the Putnam County Municipal 

Court on July 27, 2016, before the matter was bound over to the Putnam County 

Court of Common Pleas for the proceedings in State v. Soto, No. 2016 CR 00057.  

Entry attached at Apx. 0003. 

As further grounds for relief, Soto has been incarcerated in the Putnam County 

Jail without the opportunity to maintain employment during the years-long pendency 

of these proceedings.  He therefore remains indigent and unable to hire counsel.  

Accordingly, new attorneys were assigned to him by the Putnam County Court of 

Common Pleas on November 26, 2019, after the matter was remanded from the 

Supreme Court of Ohio.  Entry attached at Apx. 0004. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Soto should be granted leave to file the attached 

petition for a writ of certiorari without prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma 

pauperis. 
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State of Ohio 
Case No. 2018-0416 

V. ~ 

Q ENTRY 
Travis Soto / 

This cause is pending before the court as an appeal from the Court of Appeals for 
Putnam County. 

Upon consideration of the motion of Joseph A. Benavidez to withdraw as counsel for 
appellee and motion for appointment of the Offlce of the Ohio Public Defender as 
counsel for appellee, it is ordered by the court that the motions are granted and The Ohio 
Public Defender’s Offlce is appointed to represent appellee. 

(Putnam County Court of Appeals; No. 12-17-05) 

Maureen O’Connor 
Chief Justice 

The Official Case Announcement can be found at http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/ROD/docs/
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