
No. 19-_______ 
 

IN THE  
SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

 
                                     

DONNIE CLEVELAND LANCE, 
 

Petitioner, 
 

-v.- 

BENJAMIN FORD, WARDEN,  
 

Respondent. 
______________________________________________________________ 

 
On Petition for Writ of Certiorari 
To The Supreme Court of Georgia 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

MOTION FOR LEAVE TO 
PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
                                

CAPITAL CASE:   
EXECUTION SCHEDULED JANUARY 29, 2020, 7:00 PM 

 
 Petitioner Donnie Cleveland Lance, by and through undersigned counsel, 

requests leave to file the attached Petition for Writ of Certiorari to the Georgia 

Supreme Court and Motion for Stay of Execution without prepayment of fees and 

costs, and to proceed in forma pauperis, pursuant to Rule 39 of the Rules of this 

Court. 

 In support thereof, Petitioner shows this Court the following: 

1) Petitioner is currently confined at the Georgia Diagnostic and 

Classification Prison in Jackson, Georgia, and has been so confined under 
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sentence of death since 1999. Petitioner was permitted to proceed as an 

indigent, without payment of costs and fees, in the Butts County Superior 

Court and in the Georgia Supreme Court. See Attachment A. 

2) Undersigned counsel was appointed to represent Petitioner in pursuing 

habeas corpus relief in the federal courts pursuant to the Criminal Justice 

Act. See Attachment B. 

3) Petitioner remains indigent and wishes to seek a writ of certiorari from 

this Court to the Georgia Supreme Court, which affirmed the lower court’s 

denial of his petition for writ of habeas corpus. 

 Wherefore, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court grant his motion 

and allow Petitioner to proceed in forma pauperis in petitioning for a writ of certiorari 

without prepayment of costs or fees.       

 Respectfully submitted this, the 29th day of January, 2020.  

/s/ Mary E. Wells      /s/ James W. Boswell 
Mary E. Wells     James W. Boswell 
Ga. Bar No. 747852    Ga. Bar No. 069838  
623 Grant Street SE    L. Joseph Loveland – former partner 
Atlanta, Georgia 30312-3240   Ga. Bar No. 459350 
T. 404-408-2180     Jonathan R. Chally 
mewells27@comcast.net    Ga. Bar No. 141392 
       KING & SPALDING LLP 
       1180 Peachtree Street NE 
       Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
       T. 404-572-4600/F. 404-572-5100 
       ljloveland@gmail.com 
       jboswell@kslaw.com 

      jchally@kslaw.com 

 
Counsel for Petitioner Donnie Cleveland Lance 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on January 29, 2020, a true and correct copy of the 

foregoing Motion For Leave to Proceed In Forma Pauperis was served electronically 

via ECF upon Respondent’s counsel as follows: 

    Beth Burton 
    Senior Assistant Attorney General 
    Office of Attorney General 
    132 State Judicial Building 
    40 Capitol Square, S.W. 
    Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
    bburton@law.ga.gov 
 
    J. Bradley Smith 
    Piedmont Judicial Circuit 
    District Attorney’s office 
    5000 Jackson Parkway Suite 160 
    Jefferson, Georgia 30549 
    bsmith@barrowga.org 
     
Dated: This, the 29th day of January, 2020. 
 
       
       /s/ Mary E. Wells 
       Counsel for Petitioner 
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