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March 30, 2020 

 

Hon. Scott S. Harris 

Clerk of Court 

Supreme Court of the United States 

Washington, DC 20543 

 

  Re:  Charles Smith v. United States, Case No. 19-7061 

   Motion for Delay of Distribution Date Due to COVID-19 

 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

 

  I represent Petitioner in the above matter.  The petition for a writ of certiorari 

in this case was filed on December 21, 2019.  The government filed a brief of opposition 

on March 27, 2020.  Distribution would normally occur on April 16, 2020. 

 

  Pursuant to this Court’s Order of March 19, 2020, counsel requests that 

distribution in this matter be delayed until May 6, 2020.  This request is based on the 

difficulties associated with COVID-19. 

 

  Petitioner will be filing a reply.  However, due to COVID-19, the Federal Public 

Defender’s Office for the Southern District of Florida has closed its physical offices, and 

its attorneys and staff are working remotely.  There are new logistical hurdles related to 

the filing and mailing of paper copies.  In addition, counsel must spend part of his day 

caring for two young children (both boys), due to the closure of their schools. 

 

  Counsel further notes that he has inherited this matter from the original 

counsel of record, Paul M. Rashkind, who retired from the Office after filing the petition.  

Accordingly, counsel has entered his notice of appearance today. 

 

  Counsel for respondent, the United States, does not oppose this request. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

       Michael Caruso 

       Federal Public Defender  

 

      By: /s/ Andrew L. Adler 

Assistant Federal Public Defender 

 

Cc:  Counsel for respondents, via e-mail 
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