


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA 
SECOND DISTRICT, POST OFFICE BOX 327, LAKELAND, FL 33802-0327

July 22, 2019

CASE NO.: 2D19-2146
L.T. No.: 99-6457

JAMES E. LANG STATE OF FLORIDAv.

Appellant / Petitioner(s) Appellee / Respondent(s).

BY ORDER OF THE COURT:

Petitioner's petition for writ of habeas corpus is denied.

NORTHCUTT, LUCAS, and SMITH, JJ„ Concur.

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true copy of the original court order.

Served:

Attorney General, Tampa James E. Lang Pat Frank, Clerk
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Mary Elizabeth Kuenzel
Clerk
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Based on the foregoing analysis, the Court finds and determines that the officer, although he

did not have reasonable suspicion based on articulable facts sufficient to detain the Defendant, did

have the right and authority to investigate what he perceived to be a criminal offense taking place,

which authority included the right to speak to any witness to the offense, and that the Defendant

could lawfully refuse to speak with the officer, but that he did not have the right to commit a

criminal offense on the officer or to resist the officer’s efforts to speak with him with violence.

Accordingly, Defendant’s motion is DENIED.

2X^>DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers, at Tampa, Hillsborough County, Florida, this

day of October, 1999.

WILLIAM FUENTE 
Circuit Judge

Copies furnished to:

y^Kristine E. Sarkis, Esq. 
Assistant Public Defender

✓ John Grant, Esq.
Assistant State Attorney
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