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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 

No. 18-50616 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff-Appellee 

v. 

JAMES ABRAHAM MATA, 

Defendant-Appellant 

Appeals from the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Texas 

O R D E R: 

James Abraham Mata, federal prisoner # 72818-080, seeks a certificate 

of appealability (COA) to appeal the district court’s denial of his second 

28 U.S.C. § 2255 motion, challenging the sentence he received following his 

conviction for being a felon in possession of a weapon.  His sentence was 

enhanced under 18 U.S.C. § 924(e) of the Armed Career Criminal Act (ACCA) 

based on three prior Texas burglary convictions, which were deemed to be 

“violent felonies” under § 924(e)(2)(B)(ii).   

In 2016, this court granted Mata’s motion for authorization to file 

a successive § 2255 motion in light of Johnson v. United States, 135 S. Ct. 2551 

(2015), which determined that the residual clause of the ACCA’s 

§ 924(e)(2)(B)(ii) “violent felony” definition was unconstitutionally vague, and

Welch v. United States, 136 S. Ct. 1257, 1265 (2016), which held that Johnson
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was retroactively applicable on collateral review.  This court explained that its 

grant of authorization was “tentative in that the district court must dismiss 

the § 2255 motion without reaching the merits if it determines that Mata has 

failed to make the showing required to file such a motion.” 

The district court denied Mata’s authorized successive § 2255 motion on 

the merits and, alternatively, as time barred.  The court reasoned that he had 

failed to show that he had been sentenced under the residual clause that was 

declared unconstitutional in Johnson.  

To obtain a COA, Mata must make “a substantial showing of the denial 

of a constitutional right.”  28 U.S.C. § 2253(c)(2).  To make this showing, he 

must demonstrate that “jurists of reason could disagree with the district court’s 

resolution of his constitutional claims or that jurists could conclude the issues 

presented are adequate to deserve encouragement to proceed further.”  Miller-

El v. Cockrell, 537 U.S. 322, 327 (2003). 

Mata has not made the requisite showing.  A prisoner making 

a successive § 2255 motion must pass through two jurisdictional “gates” to 

have his motion heard on the merits.  United States v. Wiese, 896 F.3d 720, 723 

(5th Cir. 2018) (internal quotation marks and citation omitted), cert. denied, 

139 S. Ct. 1328 (2019).  Mata successfully passed through the first gate by 

obtaining this court’s permission to file a successive § 2255 motion based on 

his prima facie showing that his motion relies on the new and retroactive 

constitutional rule set forth in Johnson.  See Wiese, 896 F.3d at 723; 28 U.S.C. 

§ 2244(b)(2)(A), (3)(A), (3)(C); § 2255(h)(2).  To pass through the second gate,

Mata was obligated to establish jurisdiction in the district court by actually

proving that he is seeking relief based on Johnson’s new and retroactive

constitutional rule.  See Wiese, 896 F.3d at 723; § 2244(b)(2)(A), (b)(4).
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The dispositive question for jurisdictional purposes is whether the 

sentencing court more likely than not relied on the residual clause in making 

its sentencing determination.  United States v. Clay, 921 F.3d 550, 558-59 (5th 

Cir. 2019); Wiese, 896 F.3d at 724-25.  Mata has failed to make the required 

showing that Johnson provides a jurisdictional predicate for reaching the 

merits of his authorized successive § 2255 motion.  See Wiese, 896 F.3d at 726. 

Accordingly, his motion for a COA is DENIED.  See id.; see also Miller-El, 537 

U.S. at 327. 

___________________________________ 
     GREGG J. COSTA  

UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

EL PASO DIVISION

JAMES ABRAHAM MATA, §
Reg. No. 72818-080, §

Movant, §
§ EP-16-CV-245-PRM

v. § EP-96-CR-533-PRM-1
§

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, §
Respondent. §

FINAL JUDGMENT

In accordance with the Memorandum Opinion and Order signed on this date, 

the Court enters its Final Judgment, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 58, 

as follows:

IT IS ORDERED that Movant James Abraham Mata’s “Motion under 28 

U.S.C. § 2255 to Vacate, Set Aside, or Correct Sentence by a Person in Federal 

Custody” (ECF No. 194) and his civil cause are DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Movant James Abraham Mata is DENIED

a certificate of appealability.

IT IS ALSO ORDERED that all pending motions are DENIED.

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that the District Clerk shall CLOSE this case.

SIGNED on this 2nd day of June, 2018.
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§ 922. Unlawful acts, 18 USCA § 922

KeyCite Red Flag - Severe Negative Treatment
Unconstitutional or PreemptedUnconstitutional as Applied by Miller v. Sessions, E.D.Pa., Feb. 04, 2019

KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative TreatmentProposed Legislation

United States Code Annotated
Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure (Refs & Annos)

Part I. Crimes (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 44. Firearms (Refs & Annos)

18 U.S.C.A. § 922

§ 922. Unlawful acts

Currentness

(a) It shall be unlawful--

(1) for any person--

(A) except a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer, to engage in the business of importing,
manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, or in the course of such business to ship, transport, or receive any firearm in interstate
or foreign commerce; or

(B) except a licensed importer or licensed manufacturer, to engage in the business of importing or manufacturing
ammunition, or in the course of such business, to ship, transport, or receive any ammunition in interstate or foreign
commerce;

(2) for any importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector licensed under the provisions of this chapter to ship or transport in
interstate or foreign commerce any firearm to any person other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed
dealer, or licensed collector, except that--

(A) this paragraph and subsection (b)(3) shall not be held to preclude a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed
dealer, or licensed collector from returning a firearm or replacement firearm of the same kind and type to a person from
whom it was received; and this paragraph shall not be held to preclude an individual from mailing a firearm owned in
compliance with Federal, State, and local law to a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed
collector;

(B) this paragraph shall not be held to preclude a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer from
depositing a firearm for conveyance in the mails to any officer, employee, agent, or watchman who, pursuant to the
provisions of section 1715 of this title, is eligible to receive through the mails pistols, revolvers, and other firearms capable
of being concealed on the person, for use in connection with his official duty; and
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(C) nothing in this paragraph shall be construed as applying in any manner in the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, or any possession of the United States differently than it would apply if the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the possession were in fact a State of the United States;

(3) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector to transport
into or receive in the State where he resides (or if the person is a corporation or other business entity, the State where it
maintains a place of business) any firearm purchased or otherwise obtained by such person outside that State, except that this
paragraph (A) shall not preclude any person who lawfully acquires a firearm by bequest or intestate succession in a State
other than his State of residence from transporting the firearm into or receiving it in that State, if it is lawful for such person
to purchase or possess such firearm in that State, (B) shall not apply to the transportation or receipt of a firearm obtained
in conformity with subsection (b)(3) of this section, and (C) shall not apply to the transportation of any firearm acquired in
any State prior to the effective date of this chapter;

(4) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, to transport in
interstate or foreign commerce any destructive device, machinegun (as defined in section 5845 of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986), short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled rifle, except as specifically authorized by the Attorney General consistent
with public safety and necessity;

(5) for any person (other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector) to transfer,
sell, trade, give, transport, or deliver any firearm to any person (other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed
dealer, or licensed collector) who the transferor knows or has reasonable cause to believe does not reside in (or if the person is
a corporation or other business entity, does not maintain a place of business in) the State in which the transferor resides; except
that this paragraph shall not apply to (A) the transfer, transportation, or delivery of a firearm made to carry out a bequest
of a firearm to, or an acquisition by intestate succession of a firearm by, a person who is permitted to acquire or possess a
firearm under the laws of the State of his residence, and (B) the loan or rental of a firearm to any person for temporary use
for lawful sporting purposes;

(6) for any person in connection with the acquisition or attempted acquisition of any firearm or ammunition from a licensed
importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, knowingly to make any false or fictitious oral or written
statement or to furnish or exhibit any false, fictitious, or misrepresented identification, intended or likely to deceive such
importer, manufacturer, dealer, or collector with respect to any fact material to the lawfulness of the sale or other disposition
of such firearm or ammunition under the provisions of this chapter;

(7) for any person to manufacture or import armor piercing ammunition, unless--

(A) the manufacture of such ammunition is for the use of the United States, any department or agency of the United States,
any State, or any department, agency, or political subdivision of a State;

(B) the manufacture of such ammunition is for the purpose of exportation; or

(C) the manufacture or importation of such ammunition is for the purpose of testing or experimentation and has been
authorized by the Attorney General;
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(8) for any manufacturer or importer to sell or deliver armor piercing ammunition, unless such sale or delivery--

(A) is for the use of the United States, any department or agency of the United States, any State, or any department, agency,
or political subdivision of a State;

(B) is for the purpose of exportation; or

(C) is for the purpose of testing or experimentation and has been authorized by the Attorney General; 1

(9) for any person, other than a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector, who does not
reside in any State to receive any firearms unless such receipt is for lawful sporting purposes.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector to sell or deliver--

(1) any firearm or ammunition to any individual who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe is less than
eighteen years of age, and, if the firearm, or ammunition is other than a shotgun or rifle, or ammunition for a shotgun or rifle,
to any individual who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe is less than twenty-one years of age;

(2) any firearm to any person in any State where the purchase or possession by such person of such firearm would be in
violation of any State law or any published ordinance applicable at the place of sale, delivery or other disposition, unless the
licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe that the purchase or possession would not be in violation of such State
law or such published ordinance;

(3) any firearm to any person who the licensee knows or has reasonable cause to believe does not reside in (or if the person
is a corporation or other business entity, does not maintain a place of business in) the State in which the licensee's place of
business is located, except that this paragraph (A) shall not apply to the sale or delivery of any rifle or shotgun to a resident
of a State other than a State in which the licensee's place of business is located if the transferee meets in person with the
transferor to accomplish the transfer, and the sale, delivery, and receipt fully comply with the legal conditions of sale in both
such States (and any licensed manufacturer, importer or dealer shall be presumed, for purposes of this subparagraph, in the
absence of evidence to the contrary, to have had actual knowledge of the State laws and published ordinances of both States),
and (B) shall not apply to the loan or rental of a firearm to any person for temporary use for lawful sporting purposes;

(4) to any person any destructive device, machinegun (as defined in section 5845 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986),
short-barreled shotgun, or short-barreled rifle, except as specifically authorized by the Attorney General consistent with
public safety and necessity; and

(5) any firearm or armor-piercing ammunition to any person unless the licensee notes in his records, required to be kept
pursuant to section 923 of this chapter, the name, age, and place of residence of such person if the person is an individual, or
the identity and principal and local places of business of such person if the person is a corporation or other business entity.

40a

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1012823&cite=26USCAS5845&originatingDoc=N4FD4D400BBB911E5A574EBF60C718AD4&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS923&originatingDoc=N4FD4D400BBB911E5A574EBF60C718AD4&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)


§ 922. Unlawful acts, 18 USCA § 922

Paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4) of this subsection shall not apply to transactions between licensed importers, licensed
manufacturers, licensed dealers, and licensed collectors. Paragraph (4) of this subsection shall not apply to a sale or delivery
to any research organization designated by the Attorney General.

(c) In any case not otherwise prohibited by this chapter, a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer may sell
a firearm to a person who does not appear in person at the licensee's business premises (other than another licensed importer,
manufacturer, or dealer) only if--

(1) the transferee submits to the transferor a sworn statement in the following form:

“Subject to penalties provided by law, I swear that, in the case of any firearm other than a shotgun or a rifle, I am twenty-one
years or more of age, or that, in the case of a shotgun or a rifle, I am eighteen years or more of age; that I am not prohibited
by the provisions of chapter 44 of title 18, United States Code, from receiving a firearm in interstate or foreign commerce;
and that my receipt of this firearm will not be in violation of any statute of the State and published ordinance applicable to the
locality in which I reside. Further, the true title, name, and address of the principal law enforcement officer of the locality to
which the firearm will be delivered are ........................................................................................................................................

Signature ........ Date ........”

and containing blank spaces for the attachment of a true copy of any permit or other information required pursuant to such
statute or published ordinance;

(2) the transferor has, prior to the shipment or delivery of the firearm, forwarded by registered or certified mail (return receipt
requested) a copy of the sworn statement, together with a description of the firearm, in a form prescribed by the Attorney
General, to the chief law enforcement officer of the transferee's place of residence, and has received a return receipt evidencing
delivery of the statement or has had the statement returned due to the refusal of the named addressee to accept such letter in
accordance with United States Post Office Department regulations; and

(3) the transferor has delayed shipment or delivery for a period of at least seven days following receipt of the notification
of the acceptance or refusal of delivery of the statement.

A copy of the sworn statement and a copy of the notification to the local law enforcement officer, together with evidence of
receipt or rejection of that notification shall be retained by the licensee as a part of the records required to be kept under section
923(g).

(d) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell or otherwise dispose of any firearm or ammunition to any person knowing or
having reasonable cause to believe that such person--

(1) is under indictment for, or has been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding
one year;

(2) is a fugitive from justice;
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(3) is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 802));

(4) has been adjudicated as a mental defective or has been committed to any mental institution;

(5) who, being an alien--

(A) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or

(B) except as provided in subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term
is defined in section 101(a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26)));

(6) who 2  has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions;

(7) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced his citizenship;

(8) is subject to a court order that restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such
person or child of such intimate partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in
reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child, except that this paragraph shall only apply to a court order that--

(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, and at which such person had the opportunity
to participate; and

(B)(i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of such intimate partner or
child; or

(ii) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against such intimate partner
or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; or

(9) has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence.

This subsection shall not apply with respect to the sale or disposition of a firearm or ammunition to a licensed importer, licensed
manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector who pursuant to subsection (b) of section 925 of this chapter is not precluded
from dealing in firearms or ammunition, or to a person who has been granted relief from disabilities pursuant to subsection
(c) of section 925 of this chapter.

(e) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to deliver or cause to be delivered to any common or contract carrier for
transportation or shipment in interstate or foreign commerce, to persons other than licensed importers, licensed manufacturers,
licensed dealers, or licensed collectors, any package or other container in which there is any firearm or ammunition without
written notice to the carrier that such firearm or ammunition is being transported or shipped; except that any passenger who
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owns or legally possesses a firearm or ammunition being transported aboard any common or contract carrier for movement with
the passenger in interstate or foreign commerce may deliver said firearm or ammunition into the custody of the pilot, captain,
conductor or operator of such common or contract carrier for the duration of the trip without violating any of the provisions
of this chapter. No common or contract carrier shall require or cause any label, tag, or other written notice to be placed on the
outside of any package, luggage, or other container that such package, luggage, or other container contains a firearm.

(f)(1) It shall be unlawful for any common or contract carrier to transport or deliver in interstate or foreign commerce any
firearm or ammunition with knowledge or reasonable cause to believe that the shipment, transportation, or receipt thereof would
be in violation of the provisions of this chapter.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any common or contract carrier to deliver in interstate or foreign commerce any firearm without
obtaining written acknowledgement of receipt from the recipient of the package or other container in which there is a firearm.

(g) It shall be unlawful for any person--

(1) who has been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year;

(2) who is a fugitive from justice;

(3) who is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 802));

(4) who has been adjudicated as a mental defective or who has been committed to a mental institution;

(5) who, being an alien--

(A) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or

(B) except as provided in subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term
is defined in section 101(a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26)));

(6) who has been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions;

(7) who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced his citizenship;

(8) who is subject to a court order that--

(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice, and at which such person had an opportunity
to participate;
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(B) restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an intimate partner of such person or child of such intimate
partner or person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury
to the partner or child; and

(C)(i) includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to the physical safety of such intimate partner or
child; or

(ii) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against such intimate partner
or child that would reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; or

(9) who has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence,

to ship or transport in interstate or foreign commerce, or possess in or affecting commerce, any firearm or ammunition; or to
receive any firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

(h) It shall be unlawful for any individual, who to that individual's knowledge and while being employed for any person described
in any paragraph of subsection (g) of this section, in the course of such employment--

(1) to receive, possess, or transport any firearm or ammunition in or affecting interstate or foreign commerce; or

(2) to receive any firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

(i) It shall be unlawful for any person to transport or ship in interstate or foreign commerce, any stolen firearm or stolen
ammunition, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the firearm or ammunition was stolen.

(j) It shall be unlawful for any person to receive, possess, conceal, store, barter, sell, or dispose of any stolen firearm or stolen
ammunition, or pledge or accept as security for a loan any stolen firearm or stolen ammunition, which is moving as, which is a
part of, which constitutes, or which has been shipped or transported in, interstate or foreign commerce, either before or after it
was stolen, knowing or having reasonable cause to believe that the firearm or ammunition was stolen.

(k) It shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to transport, ship, or receive, in interstate or foreign commerce, any firearm
which has had the importer's or manufacturer's serial number removed, obliterated, or altered or to possess or receive any firearm
which has had the importer's or manufacturer's serial number removed, obliterated, or altered and has, at any time, been shipped
or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

(l) Except as provided in section 925(d) of this chapter, it shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to import or bring into
the United States or any possession thereof any firearm or ammunition; and it shall be unlawful for any person knowingly to
receive any firearm or ammunition which has been imported or brought into the United States or any possession thereof in
violation of the provisions of this chapter.
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(m) It shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector knowingly to
make any false entry in, to fail to make appropriate entry in, or to fail to properly maintain, any record which he is required to
keep pursuant to section 923 of this chapter or regulations promulgated thereunder.

(n) It shall be unlawful for any person who is under indictment for a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding
one year to ship or transport in interstate or foreign commerce any firearm or ammunition or receive any firearm or ammunition
which has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

(o)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), it shall be unlawful for any person to transfer or possess a machinegun.

(2) This subsection does not apply with respect to--

(A) a transfer to or by, or possession by or under the authority of, the United States or any department or agency thereof or
a State, or a department, agency, or political subdivision thereof; or

(B) any lawful transfer or lawful possession of a machinegun that was lawfully possessed before the date this subsection
takes effect.

(p)(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to manufacture, import, sell, ship, deliver, possess, transfer, or receive any firearm--

(A) that, after removal of grips, stocks, and magazines, is not as detectable as the Security Exemplar, by walk-through metal
detectors calibrated and operated to detect the Security Exemplar; or

(B) any major component of which, when subjected to inspection by the types of x-ray machines commonly used at airports,
does not generate an image that accurately depicts the shape of the component. Barium sulfate or other compounds may be
used in the fabrication of the component.

(2) For purposes of this subsection--

(A) the term “firearm” does not include the frame or receiver of any such weapon;

(B) the term “major component” means, with respect to a firearm, the barrel, the slide or cylinder, or the frame or receiver
of the firearm; and

(C) the term “Security Exemplar” means an object, to be fabricated at the direction of the Attorney General, that is--

(i) constructed of, during the 12-month period beginning on the date of the enactment of this subsection, 3.7 ounces of
material type 17-4 PH stainless steel in a shape resembling a handgun; and
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(ii) suitable for testing and calibrating metal detectors:

Provided, however, That at the close of such 12-month period, and at appropriate times thereafter the Attorney General shall
promulgate regulations to permit the manufacture, importation, sale, shipment, delivery, possession, transfer, or receipt of
firearms previously prohibited under this subparagraph that are as detectable as a “Security Exemplar” which contains 3.7
ounces of material type 17-4 PH stainless steel, in a shape resembling a handgun, or such lesser amount as is detectable in view
of advances in state-of-the-art developments in weapons detection technology.

(3) Under such rules and regulations as the Attorney General shall prescribe, this subsection shall not apply to the manufacture,
possession, transfer, receipt, shipment, or delivery of a firearm by a licensed manufacturer or any person acting pursuant to a
contract with a licensed manufacturer, for the purpose of examining and testing such firearm to determine whether paragraph
(1) applies to such firearm. The Attorney General shall ensure that rules and regulations adopted pursuant to this paragraph do
not impair the manufacture of prototype firearms or the development of new technology.

(4) The Attorney General shall permit the conditional importation of a firearm by a licensed importer or licensed manufacturer,
for examination and testing to determine whether or not the unconditional importation of such firearm would violate this
subsection.

(5) This subsection shall not apply to any firearm which--

(A) has been certified by the Secretary of Defense or the Director of Central Intelligence, after consultation with the Attorney
General and the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration, as necessary for military or intelligence applications;
and

(B) is manufactured for and sold exclusively to military or intelligence agencies of the United States.

(6) This subsection shall not apply with respect to any firearm manufactured in, imported into, or possessed in the United States
before the date of the enactment of the Undetectable Firearms Act of 1988.

(q)(1) The Congress finds and declares that--

(A) crime, particularly crime involving drugs and guns, is a pervasive, nationwide problem;

(B) crime at the local level is exacerbated by the interstate movement of drugs, guns, and criminal gangs;

(C) firearms and ammunition move easily in interstate commerce and have been found in increasing numbers in and around

schools, as documented in numerous hearings in both the Committee on the Judiciary the 3  House of Representatives and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate;
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(D) in fact, even before the sale of a firearm, the gun, its component parts, ammunition, and the raw materials from which
they are made have considerably moved in interstate commerce;

(E) while criminals freely move from State to State, ordinary citizens and foreign visitors may fear to travel to or through
certain parts of the country due to concern about violent crime and gun violence, and parents may decline to send their
children to school for the same reason;

(F) the occurrence of violent crime in school zones has resulted in a decline in the quality of education in our country;

(G) this decline in the quality of education has an adverse impact on interstate commerce and the foreign commerce of the
United States;

(H) States, localities, and school systems find it almost impossible to handle gun-related crime by themselves--even States,
localities, and school systems that have made strong efforts to prevent, detect, and punish gun-related crime find their efforts
unavailing due in part to the failure or inability of other States or localities to take strong measures; and

(I) the Congress has the power, under the interstate commerce clause and other provisions of the Constitution, to enact
measures to ensure the integrity and safety of the Nation's schools by enactment of this subsection.

(2)(A) It shall be unlawful for any individual knowingly to possess a firearm that has moved in or that otherwise affects interstate
or foreign commerce at a place that the individual knows, or has reasonable cause to believe, is a school zone.

(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to the possession of a firearm--

(i) on private property not part of school grounds;

(ii) if the individual possessing the firearm is licensed to do so by the State in which the school zone is located or a political
subdivision of the State, and the law of the State or political subdivision requires that, before an individual obtains such a
license, the law enforcement authorities of the State or political subdivision verify that the individual is qualified under law
to receive the license;

(iii) that is--

(I) not loaded; and

(II) in a locked container, or a locked firearms rack that is on a motor vehicle;

(iv) by an individual for use in a program approved by a school in the school zone;
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(v) by an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between a school in the school zone and the individual or
an employer of the individual;

(vi) by a law enforcement officer acting in his or her official capacity; or

(vii) that is unloaded and is possessed by an individual while traversing school premises for the purpose of gaining access to
public or private lands open to hunting, if the entry on school premises is authorized by school authorities.

(3)(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), it shall be unlawful for any person, knowingly or with reckless disregard for the
safety of another, to discharge or attempt to discharge a firearm that has moved in or that otherwise affects interstate or foreign
commerce at a place that the person knows is a school zone.

(B) Subparagraph (A) does not apply to the discharge of a firearm--

(i) on private property not part of school grounds;

(ii) as part of a program approved by a school in the school zone, by an individual who is participating in the program;

(iii) by an individual in accordance with a contract entered into between a school in a school zone and the individual or an
employer of the individual; or

(iv) by a law enforcement officer acting in his or her official capacity.

(4) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as preempting or preventing a State or local government from enacting a statute
establishing gun free school zones as provided in this subsection.

(r) It shall be unlawful for any person to assemble from imported parts any semiautomatic rifle or any shotgun which is identical
to any rifle or shotgun prohibited from importation under section 925(d)(3) of this chapter as not being particularly suitable for
or readily adaptable to sporting purposes except that this subsection shall not apply to--

(1) the assembly of any such rifle or shotgun for sale or distribution by a licensed manufacturer to the United States or any
department or agency thereof or to any State or any department, agency, or political subdivision thereof; or

(2) the assembly of any such rifle or shotgun for the purposes of testing or experimentation authorized by the Attorney General.

(s)(1) Beginning on the date that is 90 days after the date of enactment of this subsection and ending on the day before the date
that is 60 months after such date of enactment, it shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed
dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer a handgun (other than the return of a handgun to the person from whom it was received) to
an individual who is not licensed under section 923, unless--
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(A) after the most recent proposal of such transfer by the transferee--

(i) the transferor has--

(I) received from the transferee a statement of the transferee containing the information described in paragraph (3);

(II) verified the identity of the transferee by examining the identification document presented;

(III) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the statement, provided notice of the contents of the statement to the
chief law enforcement officer of the place of residence of the transferee; and

(IV) within 1 day after the transferee furnishes the statement, transmitted a copy of the statement to the chief law
enforcement officer of the place of residence of the transferee; and

(ii)(I) 5 business days (meaning days on which State offices are open) have elapsed from the date the transferor furnished
notice of the contents of the statement to the chief law enforcement officer, during which period the transferor has not
received information from the chief law enforcement officer that receipt or possession of the handgun by the transferee
would be in violation of Federal, State, or local law; or

(II) the transferor has received notice from the chief law enforcement officer that the officer has no information indicating
that receipt or possession of the handgun by the transferee would violate Federal, State, or local law;

(B) the transferee has presented to the transferor a written statement, issued by the chief law enforcement officer of the place
of residence of the transferee during the 10-day period ending on the date of the most recent proposal of such transfer by
the transferee, stating that the transferee requires access to a handgun because of a threat to the life of the transferee or of
any member of the household of the transferee;

(C)(i) the transferee has presented to the transferor a permit that--

(I) allows the transferee to possess or acquire a handgun; and

(II) was issued not more than 5 years earlier by the State in which the transfer is to take place; and

(ii) the law of the State provides that such a permit is to be issued only after an authorized government official has verified
that the information available to such official does not indicate that possession of a handgun by the transferee would be in
violation of the law;
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(D) the law of the State requires that, before any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer completes the
transfer of a handgun to an individual who is not licensed under section 923, an authorized government official verify that the
information available to such official does not indicate that possession of a handgun by the transferee would be in violation
of law;

(E) the Attorney General has approved the transfer under section 5812 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or

(F) on application of the transferor, the Attorney General has certified that compliance with subparagraph (A)(i)(III) is
impracticable because--

(i) the ratio of the number of law enforcement officers of the State in which the transfer is to occur to the number of square
miles of land area of the State does not exceed 0.0025;

(ii) the business premises of the transferor at which the transfer is to occur are extremely remote in relation to the chief
law enforcement officer; and

(iii) there is an absence of telecommunications facilities in the geographical area in which the business premises are located.

(2) A chief law enforcement officer to whom a transferor has provided notice pursuant to paragraph (1)(A)(i)(III) shall make a
reasonable effort to ascertain within 5 business days whether receipt or possession would be in violation of the law, including
research in whatever State and local recordkeeping systems are available and in a national system designated by the Attorney
General.

(3) The statement referred to in paragraph (1)(A)(i)(I) shall contain only--

(A) the name, address, and date of birth appearing on a valid identification document (as defined in section 1028(d)(1)) of
the transferee containing a photograph of the transferee and a description of the identification used;

(B) a statement that the transferee--

(i) is not under indictment for, and has not been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by imprisonment for a term
exceeding 1 year, and has not been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence;

(ii) is not a fugitive from justice;

(iii) is not an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances
Act);

(iv) has not been adjudicated as a mental defective or been committed to a mental institution;
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(v) is not an alien who--

(I) is illegally or unlawfully in the United States; or

(II) subject to subsection (y)(2), has been admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that term is
defined in section 101(a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26)));

(vi) has not been discharged from the Armed Forces under dishonorable conditions; and

(vii) is not a person who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced such citizenship;

(C) the date the statement is made; and

(D) notice that the transferee intends to obtain a handgun from the transferor.

(4) Any transferor of a handgun who, after such transfer, receives a report from a chief law enforcement officer containing
information that receipt or possession of the handgun by the transferee violates Federal, State, or local law shall, within 1
business day after receipt of such request, communicate any information related to the transfer that the transferor has about
the transfer and the transferee to--

(A) the chief law enforcement officer of the place of business of the transferor; and

(B) the chief law enforcement officer of the place of residence of the transferee.

(5) Any transferor who receives information, not otherwise available to the public, in a report under this subsection shall not
disclose such information except to the transferee, to law enforcement authorities, or pursuant to the direction of a court of law.

(6)(A) Any transferor who sells, delivers, or otherwise transfers a handgun to a transferee shall retain the copy of the statement of
the transferee with respect to the handgun transaction, and shall retain evidence that the transferor has complied with subclauses
(III) and (IV) of paragraph (1)(A)(i) with respect to the statement.

(B) Unless the chief law enforcement officer to whom a statement is transmitted under paragraph (1)(A)(i)(IV) determines that
a transaction would violate Federal, State, or local law--

(i) the officer shall, within 20 business days after the date the transferee made the statement on the basis of which the notice
was provided, destroy the statement, any record containing information derived from the statement, and any record created
as a result of the notice required by paragraph (1)(A)(i)(III);
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(ii) the information contained in the statement shall not be conveyed to any person except a person who has a need to know
in order to carry out this subsection; and

(iii) the information contained in the statement shall not be used for any purpose other than to carry out this subsection.

(C) If a chief law enforcement officer determines that an individual is ineligible to receive a handgun and the individual requests
the officer to provide the reason for such determination, the officer shall provide such reasons to the individual in writing within
20 business days after receipt of the request.

(7) A chief law enforcement officer or other person responsible for providing criminal history background information pursuant
to this subsection shall not be liable in an action at law for damages--

(A) for failure to prevent the sale or transfer of a handgun to a person whose receipt or possession of the handgun is unlawful
under this section; or

(B) for preventing such a sale or transfer to a person who may lawfully receive or possess a handgun.

(8) For purposes of this subsection, the term “chief law enforcement officer” means the chief of police, the sheriff, or an
equivalent officer or the designee of any such individual.

(9) The Attorney General shall take necessary actions to ensure that the provisions of this subsection are published and
disseminated to licensed dealers, law enforcement officials, and the public.

(t)(1) Beginning on the date that is 30 days after the Attorney General notifies licensees under section 103(d) of the Brady
Handgun Violence Prevention Act that the national instant criminal background check system is established, a licensed importer,
licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer shall not transfer a firearm to any other person who is not licensed under this chapter,
unless--

(A) before the completion of the transfer, the licensee contacts the national instant criminal background check system
established under section 103 of that Act;

(B)(i) the system provides the licensee with a unique identification number; or

(ii) 3 business days (meaning a day on which State offices are open) have elapsed since the licensee contacted the system,
and the system has not notified the licensee that the receipt of a firearm by such other person would violate subsection (g)
or (n) of this section; and

(C) the transferor has verified the identity of the transferee by examining a valid identification document (as defined in section
1028(d) of this title) of the transferee containing a photograph of the transferee.
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(2) If receipt of a firearm would not violate subsection (g) or (n) or State law, the system shall--

(A) assign a unique identification number to the transfer;

(B) provide the licensee with the number; and

(C) destroy all records of the system with respect to the call (other than the identifying number and the date the number was
assigned) and all records of the system relating to the person or the transfer.

(3) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to a firearm transfer between a licensee and another person if--

(A)(i) such other person has presented to the licensee a permit that--

(I) allows such other person to possess or acquire a firearm; and

(II) was issued not more than 5 years earlier by the State in which the transfer is to take place; and

(ii) the law of the State provides that such a permit is to be issued only after an authorized government official has verified
that the information available to such official does not indicate that possession of a firearm by such other person would be
in violation of law;

(B) the Attorney General has approved the transfer under section 5812 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; or

(C) on application of the transferor, the Attorney General has certified that compliance with paragraph (1)(A) is impracticable
because--

(i) the ratio of the number of law enforcement officers of the State in which the transfer is to occur to the number of square
miles of land area of the State does not exceed 0.0025;

(ii) the business premises of the licensee at which the transfer is to occur are extremely remote in relation to the chief law
enforcement officer (as defined in subsection (s)(8)); and

(iii) there is an absence of telecommunications facilities in the geographical area in which the business premises are located.

(4) If the national instant criminal background check system notifies the licensee that the information available to the system
does not demonstrate that the receipt of a firearm by such other person would violate subsection (g) or (n) or State law, and the
licensee transfers a firearm to such other person, the licensee shall include in the record of the transfer the unique identification
number provided by the system with respect to the transfer.
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(5) If the licensee knowingly transfers a firearm to such other person and knowingly fails to comply with paragraph (1) of this
subsection with respect to the transfer and, at the time such other person most recently proposed the transfer, the national instant
criminal background check system was operating and information was available to the system demonstrating that receipt of a
firearm by such other person would violate subsection (g) or (n) of this section or State law, the Attorney General may, after
notice and opportunity for a hearing, suspend for not more than 6 months or revoke any license issued to the licensee under
section 923, and may impose on the licensee a civil fine of not more than $5,000.

(6) Neither a local government nor an employee of the Federal Government or of any State or local government, responsible for
providing information to the national instant criminal background check system shall be liable in an action at law for damages--

(A) for failure to prevent the sale or transfer of a firearm to a person whose receipt or possession of the firearm is unlawful
under this section; or

(B) for preventing such a sale or transfer to a person who may lawfully receive or possess a firearm.

(u) It shall be unlawful for a person to steal or unlawfully take or carry away from the person or the premises of a person who
is licensed to engage in the business of importing, manufacturing, or dealing in firearms, any firearm in the licensee's business
inventory that has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce.

[(v), (w) Repealed. Pub.L. 103-322, Title XI, § 110105(2), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2000.]

(x)(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to sell, deliver, or otherwise transfer to a person who the transferor knows or has
reasonable cause to believe is a juvenile--

(A) a handgun; or

(B) ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person who is a juvenile to knowingly possess--

(A) a handgun; or

(B) ammunition that is suitable for use only in a handgun.

(3) This subsection does not apply to--

(A) a temporary transfer of a handgun or ammunition to a juvenile or to the possession or use of a handgun or ammunition
by a juvenile if the handgun and ammunition are possessed and used by the juvenile--
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(i) in the course of employment, in the course of ranching or farming related to activities at the residence of the juvenile
(or on property used for ranching or farming at which the juvenile, with the permission of the property owner or lessee,
is performing activities related to the operation of the farm or ranch), target practice, hunting, or a course of instruction
in the safe and lawful use of a handgun;

(ii) with the prior written consent of the juvenile's parent or guardian who is not prohibited by Federal, State, or local law
from possessing a firearm, except--

(I) during transportation by the juvenile of an unloaded handgun in a locked container directly from the place of transfer
to a place at which an activity described in clause (i) is to take place and transportation by the juvenile of that handgun,
unloaded and in a locked container, directly from the place at which such an activity took place to the transferor; or

(II) with respect to ranching or farming activities as described in clause (i), a juvenile may possess and use a handgun
or ammunition with the prior written approval of the juvenile's parent or legal guardian and at the direction of an adult
who is not prohibited by Federal, State or local law from possessing a firearm;

(iii) the juvenile has the prior written consent in the juvenile's possession at all times when a handgun is in the possession
of the juvenile; and

(iv) in accordance with State and local law;

(B) a juvenile who is a member of the Armed Forces of the United States or the National Guard who possesses or is armed
with a handgun in the line of duty;

(C) a transfer by inheritance of title (but not possession) of a handgun or ammunition to a juvenile; or

(D) the possession of a handgun or ammunition by a juvenile taken in defense of the juvenile or other persons against an
intruder into the residence of the juvenile or a residence in which the juvenile is an invited guest.

(4) A handgun or ammunition, the possession of which is transferred to a juvenile in circumstances in which the transferor is
not in violation of this subsection shall not be subject to permanent confiscation by the Government if its possession by the
juvenile subsequently becomes unlawful because of the conduct of the juvenile, but shall be returned to the lawful owner when
such handgun or ammunition is no longer required by the Government for the purposes of investigation or prosecution.

(5) For purposes of this subsection, the term “juvenile” means a person who is less than 18 years of age.

(6)(A) In a prosecution of a violation of this subsection, the court shall require the presence of a juvenile defendant's parent
or legal guardian at all proceedings.
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(B) The court may use the contempt power to enforce subparagraph (A).

(C) The court may excuse attendance of a parent or legal guardian of a juvenile defendant at a proceeding in a prosecution of
a violation of this subsection for good cause shown.

(y) Provisions relating to aliens admitted under nonimmigrant visas.--

(1) Definitions.--In this subsection--

(A) the term “alien” has the same meaning as in section 101(a)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)
(3)); and

(B) the term “nonimmigrant visa” has the same meaning as in section 101(a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(26)).

(2) Exceptions.--Subsections (d)(5)(B), (g)(5)(B), and (s)(3)(B)(v)(II) do not apply to any alien who has been lawfully
admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa, if that alien is--

(A) admitted to the United States for lawful hunting or sporting purposes or is in possession of a hunting license or permit
lawfully issued in the United States;

(B) an official representative of a foreign government who is--

(i) accredited to the United States Government or the Government's mission to an international organization having its
headquarters in the United States; or

(ii) en route to or from another country to which that alien is accredited;

(C) an official of a foreign government or a distinguished foreign visitor who has been so designated by the Department
of State; or

(D) a foreign law enforcement officer of a friendly foreign government entering the United States on official law
enforcement business.

(3) Waiver.--

(A) Conditions for waiver.--Any individual who has been admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa may
receive a waiver from the requirements of subsection (g)(5), if--
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(i) the individual submits to the Attorney General a petition that meets the requirements of subparagraph (C); and

(ii) the Attorney General approves the petition.

(B) Petition.--Each petition under subparagraph (B) shall--

(i) demonstrate that the petitioner has resided in the United States for a continuous period of not less than 180 days
before the date on which the petition is submitted under this paragraph; and

(ii) include a written statement from the embassy or consulate of the petitioner, authorizing the petitioner to acquire a
firearm or ammunition and certifying that the alien would not, absent the application of subsection (g)(5)(B), otherwise
be prohibited from such acquisition under subsection (g).

(C) Approval of petition.--The Attorney General shall approve a petition submitted in accordance with this paragraph, if
the Attorney General determines that waiving the requirements of subsection (g)(5)(B) with respect to the petitioner--

(i) would be in the interests of justice; and

(ii) would not jeopardize the public safety.

(z) Secure gun storage or safety device.--

(1) In general.--Except as provided under paragraph (2), it shall be unlawful for any licensed importer, licensed manufacturer,
or licensed dealer to sell, deliver, or transfer any handgun to any person other than any person licensed under this chapter,
unless the transferee is provided with a secure gun storage or safety device (as defined in section 921(a)(34)) for that handgun.

(2) Exceptions.--Paragraph (1) shall not apply to--

(A)(i) the manufacture for, transfer to, or possession by, the United States, a department or agency of the United States, a
State, or a department, agency, or political subdivision of a State, of a handgun; or

(ii) the transfer to, or possession by, a law enforcement officer employed by an entity referred to in clause (i) of a handgun
for law enforcement purposes (whether on or off duty); or

(B) the transfer to, or possession by, a rail police officer directly employed by or contracted by a rail carrier and certified
or commissioned as a police officer under the laws of a State of a handgun for purposes of law enforcement (whether
on or off duty);
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(C) the transfer to any person of a handgun listed as a curio or relic by the Secretary pursuant to section 921(a)(13); or

(D) the transfer to any person of a handgun for which a secure gun storage or safety device is temporarily unavailable for
the reasons described in the exceptions stated in section 923(e), if the licensed manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed
dealer delivers to the transferee within 10 calendar days from the date of the delivery of the handgun to the transferee a
secure gun storage or safety device for the handgun.

(3) Liability for use.--

(A) In general.--Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who has lawful possession and control of a handgun,
and who uses a secure gun storage or safety device with the handgun, shall be entitled to immunity from a qualified civil
liability action.

(B) Prospective actions.--A qualified civil liability action may not be brought in any Federal or State court.

(C) Defined term.--As used in this paragraph, the term “qualified civil liability action”--

(i) means a civil action brought by any person against a person described in subparagraph (A) for damages resulting
from the criminal or unlawful misuse of the handgun by a third party, if--

(I) the handgun was accessed by another person who did not have the permission or authorization of the person having
lawful possession and control of the handgun to have access to it; and

(II) at the time access was gained by the person not so authorized, the handgun had been made inoperable by use of
a secure gun storage or safety device; and

(ii) shall not include an action brought against the person having lawful possession and control of the handgun for
negligent entrustment or negligence per se.

[APPENDIX A Repealed. Pub.L. 103-322, Title XI, § 110105(2), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2000]

CREDIT(S)

(Added Pub.L. 90-351, Title IV, § 902, June 19, 1968, 82 Stat. 228; amended Pub.L. 90-618, Title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1968,
82 Stat. 1216; Pub.L. 97-377, Title I, § 165(a), Dec. 21, 1982, 96 Stat. 1923; Pub.L. 99-308, § 102, May 19, 1986, 100 Stat.
451; Pub.L. 99-408, § 2, Aug. 28, 1986, 100 Stat. 920; Pub.L. 99-514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100 Stat. 2095; Pub.L. 100-649,
§ 2(a), (f)(2)(A), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3816, 3818; Pub.L. 100-690, Title VII, § 7060(c), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4404;
Pub.L. 101-647, Title XVII, § 1702(b)(1), Title XXII, §§ 2201, 2202, 2204(b), Title XXXV, § 3524, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat.
4844, 4856, 4857, 4924; Pub.L. 103-159, Title I, § 102(a)(1), (b), Title III, § 302(a) to (c), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1536, 1539,
1545; Pub.L. 103-322, Title XI, §§ 110102(a), 110103(a), 110105(2), 110106, 110201(a), 110401(b), (c), 110511, 110514, Title
XXXII, §§ 320904, 320927, Title XXXIII, § 330011(i), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1996, 1998, 2000, 2010, 2014, 2019, 2125,
2131, 2145; Pub.L. 104-208, Div. A, Title I, § 101(f) [Title VI, §§ 657, 658(b)], Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009-314, 3009-369,
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3009-372; Pub.L. 104-294, Title VI, § 603(b), (c)(1), (d) to (f)(1), (g), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3503, 3504; Pub.L. 105-277,
Div. A, § 101(b) [Title I, § 121], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-50, 2681-71; Pub.L. 107-273, Div. B, Title IV, § 4003(a)(1),
Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1811; Pub.L. 107-296, Title XI, § 1112(f)(4), (6), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2276; Pub.L. 109-92, §§ 5(c)
(1), 6(a), Oct. 26, 2005, 119 Stat. 2099, 2101; Pub.L. 114-94, Div. A, Title XI, § 11412(c)(2), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1688.)

REPEAL OF SUBSEC. (P)

<Pub.L. 100-649, § 2(f)(2)(A), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3818, as amended Pub.L. 105-277, Div. A, § 101(h) [Title
VI, § 649], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-528; Pub.L. 108-174, § 1(1), Dec. 9, 2003, 117 Stat. 2481; Pub.L. 113-57,
§ 1, Dec. 9, 2013, 127 Stat. 656, provided that, effective 35 years after the 30th day beginning after Nov. 10, 1988
[see section 2(f)(1) of Pub.L. 100-649, set out as a note under this section], subsec. (p) of this section is repealed.>

MEMORANDA OF PRESIDENT

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

Memorandum of the President of the United States, dated January 16, 2013, 78 F.R. 4295, authorizing the Secretary of Health
and Human Services to conduct or sponsor research on the causes and prevention of gun violence, is set out as a note under
42 U.S.C.A. § 241.

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM

Memorandum of the President of the United States, January 16, 2013, 78 F.R. 4301, directing the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies to take steps to ensure that firearms recovered in the course of criminal investigations and taken into
Federal custody are traced through ATF, is set out as a note under Chapter 44 of this title, see 18 U.S.C.A. prec. § 921.

Notes of Decisions (2399)

Footnotes
1 So in original. Probably should be followed with “and”.
2 So in original. The word “who” probably should not appear.
3 So in original. Probably should be “of the”.
18 U.S.C.A. § 922, 18 USCA § 922
Current through P.L. 116-56.

End of Document © 2019 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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KeyCite Red Flag - Severe Negative Treatment
Unconstitutional or PreemptedHeld Unconstitutional by United States v. Davis, U.S., June 24, 2019

KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative TreatmentProposed Legislation

United States Code Annotated
Title 18. Crimes and Criminal Procedure (Refs & Annos)

Part I. Crimes (Refs & Annos)
Chapter 44. Firearms (Refs & Annos)

18 U.S.C.A. § 924

§ 924. Penalties

Effective: December 21, 2018
Currentness

(a)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, subsection (b), (c), (f), or (p) of this section, or in section 929, whoever--

(A) knowingly makes any false statement or representation with respect to the information required by this chapter to be kept
in the records of a person licensed under this chapter or in applying for any license or exemption or relief from disability
under the provisions of this chapter;

(B) knowingly violates subsection (a)(4), (f), (k), or (q) of section 922;

(C) knowingly imports or brings into the United States or any possession thereof any firearm or ammunition in violation
of section 922(l); or

(D) willfully violates any other provision of this chapter,

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than five years, or both.

(2) Whoever knowingly violates subsection (a)(6), (d), (g), (h), (i), (j), or (o) of section 922 shall be fined as provided in this
title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

(3) Any licensed dealer, licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed collector who knowingly--

(A) makes any false statement or representation with respect to the information required by the provisions of this chapter to
be kept in the records of a person licensed under this chapter, or

(B) violates subsection (m) of section 922,

shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than one year, or both.
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(4) Whoever violates section 922(q) shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or both. Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the term of imprisonment imposed under this paragraph shall not run concurrently with any other
term of imprisonment imposed under any other provision of law. Except for the authorization of a term of imprisonment of
not more than 5 years made in this paragraph, for the purpose of any other law a violation of section 922(q) shall be deemed
to be a misdemeanor.

(5) Whoever knowingly violates subsection (s) or (t) of section 922 shall be fined under this title, imprisoned for not more
than 1 year, or both.

(6)(A)(i) A juvenile who violates section 922(x) shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both, except
that a juvenile described in clause (ii) shall be sentenced to probation on appropriate conditions and shall not be incarcerated
unless the juvenile fails to comply with a condition of probation.

(ii) A juvenile is described in this clause if--

(I) the offense of which the juvenile is charged is possession of a handgun or ammunition in violation of section 922(x)(2); and

(II) the juvenile has not been convicted in any court of an offense (including an offense under section 922(x) or a similar
State law, but not including any other offense consisting of conduct that if engaged in by an adult would not constitute an
offense) or adjudicated as a juvenile delinquent for conduct that if engaged in by an adult would constitute an offense.

(B) A person other than a juvenile who knowingly violates section 922(x)--

(i) shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 1 year, or both; and

(ii) if the person sold, delivered, or otherwise transferred a handgun or ammunition to a juvenile knowing or having reasonable
cause to know that the juvenile intended to carry or otherwise possess or discharge or otherwise use the handgun or
ammunition in the commission of a crime of violence, shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years,
or both.

(7) Whoever knowingly violates section 931 shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 3 years, or both.

(b) Whoever, with intent to commit therewith an offense punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year, or with
knowledge or reasonable cause to believe that an offense punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year is to be
committed therewith, ships, transports, or receives a firearm or any ammunition in interstate or foreign commerce shall be fined
under this title, or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

(c)(1)(A) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence is otherwise provided by this subsection or by any other provision
of law, any person who, during and in relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence
or drug trafficking crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous weapon or
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device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or carries a firearm, or who, in furtherance of
any such crime, possesses a firearm, shall, in addition to the punishment provided for such crime of violence or drug trafficking
crime--

(i) be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 5 years;

(ii) if the firearm is brandished, be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 7 years; and

(iii) if the firearm is discharged, be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 10 years.

(B) If the firearm possessed by a person convicted of a violation of this subsection--

(i) is a short-barreled rifle, short-barreled shotgun, or semiautomatic assault weapon, the person shall be sentenced to a term
of imprisonment of not less than 10 years; or

(ii) is a machinegun or a destructive device, or is equipped with a firearm silencer or firearm muffler, the person shall be
sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 30 years.

(C) In the case of a violation of this subsection that occurs after a prior conviction under this subsection has become final,
the person shall--

(i) be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 25 years; and

(ii) if the firearm involved is a machinegun or a destructive device, or is equipped with a firearm silencer or firearm muffler,
be sentenced to imprisonment for life.

(D) Notwithstanding any other provision of law--

(i) a court shall not place on probation any person convicted of a violation of this subsection; and

(ii) no term of imprisonment imposed on a person under this subsection shall run concurrently with any other term of
imprisonment imposed on the person, including any term of imprisonment imposed for the crime of violence or drug
trafficking crime during which the firearm was used, carried, or possessed.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, the term “drug trafficking crime” means any felony punishable under the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and Export Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.), or chapter
705 of title 46.

(3) For purposes of this subsection the term “crime of violence” means an offense that is a felony and--
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(A) has as an element the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the person or property of another, or

(B) that by its nature, involves a substantial risk that physical force against the person or property of another may be used
in the course of committing the offense.

(4) For purposes of this subsection, the term “brandish” means, with respect to a firearm, to display all or part of the firearm, or
otherwise make the presence of the firearm known to another person, in order to intimidate that person, regardless of whether
the firearm is directly visible to that person.

(5) Except to the extent that a greater minimum sentence is otherwise provided under this subsection, or by any other provision
of law, any person who, during and in relation to any crime of violence or drug trafficking crime (including a crime of violence
or drug trafficking crime that provides for an enhanced punishment if committed by the use of a deadly or dangerous weapon
or device) for which the person may be prosecuted in a court of the United States, uses or carries armor piercing ammunition,
or who, in furtherance of any such crime, possesses armor piercing ammunition, shall, in addition to the punishment provided
for such crime of violence or drug trafficking crime or conviction under this section--

(A) be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 15 years; and

(B) if death results from the use of such ammunition--

(i) if the killing is murder (as defined in section 1111), be punished by death or sentenced to a term of imprisonment for
any term of years or for life; and

(ii) if the killing is manslaughter (as defined in section 1112), be punished as provided in section 1112.

(d)(1) Any firearm or ammunition involved in or used in any knowing violation of subsection (a)(4), (a)(6), (f), (g), (h), (i),
(j), or (k) of section 922, or knowing importation or bringing into the United States or any possession thereof any firearm or
ammunition in violation of section 922(l), or knowing violation of section 924, or willful violation of any other provision of
this chapter or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder, or any violation of any other criminal law of the United States, or
any firearm or ammunition intended to be used in any offense referred to in paragraph (3) of this subsection, where such intent
is demonstrated by clear and convincing evidence, shall be subject to seizure and forfeiture, and all provisions of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 relating to the seizure, forfeiture, and disposition of firearms, as defined in section 5845(a) of that Code,
shall, so far as applicable, extend to seizures and forfeitures under the provisions of this chapter: Provided, That upon acquittal
of the owner or possessor, or dismissal of the charges against him other than upon motion of the Government prior to trial, or
lapse of or court termination of the restraining order to which he is subject, the seized or relinquished firearms or ammunition
shall be returned forthwith to the owner or possessor or to a person delegated by the owner or possessor unless the return of the
firearms or ammunition would place the owner or possessor or his delegate in violation of law. Any action or proceeding for
the forfeiture of firearms or ammunition shall be commenced within one hundred and twenty days of such seizure.
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(2)(A) In any action or proceeding for the return of firearms or ammunition seized under the provisions of this chapter, the
court shall allow the prevailing party, other than the United States, a reasonable attorney's fee, and the United States shall be
liable therefor.

(B) In any other action or proceeding under the provisions of this chapter, the court, when it finds that such action was without
foundation, or was initiated vexatiously, frivolously, or in bad faith, shall allow the prevailing party, other than the United States,
a reasonable attorney's fee, and the United States shall be liable therefor.

(C) Only those firearms or quantities of ammunition particularly named and individually identified as involved in or used in any
violation of the provisions of this chapter or any rule or regulation issued thereunder, or any other criminal law of the United
States or as intended to be used in any offense referred to in paragraph (3) of this subsection, where such intent is demonstrated
by clear and convincing evidence, shall be subject to seizure, forfeiture, and disposition.

(D) The United States shall be liable for attorneys' fees under this paragraph only to the extent provided in advance by
appropriation Acts.

(3) The offenses referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2)(C) of this subsection are--

(A) any crime of violence, as that term is defined in section 924(c)(3) of this title;

(B) any offense punishable under the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) or the Controlled Substances Import
and Export Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.);

(C) any offense described in section 922(a)(1), 922(a)(3), 922(a)(5), or 922(b)(3) of this title, where the firearm or ammunition
intended to be used in any such offense is involved in a pattern of activities which includes a violation of any offense described
in section 922(a)(1), 922(a)(3), 922(a)(5), or 922(b)(3) of this title;

(D) any offense described in section 922(d) of this title where the firearm or ammunition is intended to be used in such offense
by the transferor of such firearm or ammunition;

(E) any offense described in section 922(i), 922(j), 922(l), 922(n), or 924(b) of this title; and

(F) any offense which may be prosecuted in a court of the United States which involves the exportation of firearms or
ammunition.

(e)(1) In the case of a person who violates section 922(g) of this title and has three previous convictions by any court referred
to in section 922(g)(1) of this title for a violent felony or a serious drug offense, or both, committed on occasions different
from one another, such person shall be fined under this title and imprisoned not less than fifteen years, and, notwithstanding
any other provision of law, the court shall not suspend the sentence of, or grant a probationary sentence to, such person with
respect to the conviction under section 922(g).
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(2) As used in this subsection--

(A) the term “serious drug offense” means--

(i) an offense under the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and Export
Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.), or chapter 705 of title 46 for which a maximum term of imprisonment of ten years or more
is prescribed by law; or

(ii) an offense under State law, involving manufacturing, distributing, or possessing with intent to manufacture or distribute,
a controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)), for which a maximum
term of imprisonment of ten years or more is prescribed by law;

(B) the term “violent felony” means any crime punishable by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year, or any act of
juvenile delinquency involving the use or carrying of a firearm, knife, or destructive device that would be punishable by
imprisonment for such term if committed by an adult, that--

(i) has as an element the use, attempted use, or threatened use of physical force against the person of another; or

(ii) is burglary, arson, or extortion, involves use of explosives, or otherwise involves conduct that presents a serious potential
risk of physical injury to another; and

(C) the term “conviction” includes a finding that a person has committed an act of juvenile delinquency involving a violent
felony.

(f) In the case of a person who knowingly violates section 922(p), such person shall be fined under this title, or imprisoned
not more than 5 years, or both.

(g) Whoever, with the intent to engage in conduct which--

(1) constitutes an offense listed in section 1961(1),

(2) is punishable under the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and Export
Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.), or chapter 705 of title 46,

(3) violates any State law relating to any controlled substance (as defined in section 102(6) of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 802(6))), or

(4) constitutes a crime of violence (as defined in subsection (c)(3)),

65a

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS801&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS951&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS802&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS922&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_2c830000eaaf5
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS1961&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_f1c50000821b0
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS801&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS951&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=LQ&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=21USCAS802&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_1e9a0000fd6a3


§ 924. Penalties, 18 USCA § 924

travels from any State or foreign country into any other State and acquires, transfers, or attempts to acquire or transfer, a firearm
in such other State in furtherance of such purpose, shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years, fined in accordance with this
title, or both.

(h) Whoever knowingly transfers a firearm, knowing that such firearm will be used to commit a crime of violence (as defined
in subsection (c)(3)) or drug trafficking crime (as defined in subsection (c)(2)) shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years,
fined in accordance with this title, or both.

(i)(1) A person who knowingly violates section 922(u) shall be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.

(2) Nothing contained in this subsection shall be construed as indicating an intent on the part of Congress to occupy the field in
which provisions of this subsection operate to the exclusion of State laws on the same subject matter, nor shall any provision
of this subsection be construed as invalidating any provision of State law unless such provision is inconsistent with any of the
purposes of this subsection.

(j) A person who, in the course of a violation of subsection (c), causes the death of a person through the use of a firearm, shall--

(1) if the killing is a murder (as defined in section 1111), be punished by death or by imprisonment for any term of years
or for life; and

(2) if the killing is manslaughter (as defined in section 1112), be punished as provided in that section.

(k) A person who, with intent to engage in or to promote conduct that--

(1) is punishable under the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.), the Controlled Substances Import and Export
Act (21 U.S.C. 951 et seq.), or chapter 705 of title 46;

(2) violates any law of a State relating to any controlled substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances
Act, 21 U.S.C. 802); or

(3) constitutes a crime of violence (as defined in subsection (c)(3)),

smuggles or knowingly brings into the United States a firearm, or attempts to do so, shall be imprisoned not more than 10 years,
fined under this title, or both.

(l) A person who steals any firearm which is moving as, or is a part of, or which has moved in, interstate or foreign commerce
shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 years, fined under this title, or both.

(m) A person who steals any firearm from a licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, licensed dealer, or licensed collector shall
be fined under this title, imprisoned not more than 10 years, or both.
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(n) A person who, with the intent to engage in conduct that constitutes a violation of section 922(a)(1)(A), travels from any
State or foreign country into any other State and acquires, or attempts to acquire, a firearm in such other State in furtherance
of such purpose shall be imprisoned for not more than 10 years.

(o) A person who conspires to commit an offense under subsection (c) shall be imprisoned for not more than 20 years, fined
under this title, or both; and if the firearm is a machinegun or destructive device, or is equipped with a firearm silencer or
muffler, shall be imprisoned for any term of years or life.

(p) Penalties relating to secure gun storage or safety device.--

(1) In general.--

(A) Suspension or revocation of license; civil penalties.--With respect to each violation of section 922(z)(1) by a licensed
manufacturer, licensed importer, or licensed dealer, the Secretary may, after notice and opportunity for hearing--

(i) suspend for not more than 6 months, or revoke, the license issued to the licensee under this chapter that was used
to conduct the firearms transfer; or

(ii) subject the licensee to a civil penalty in an amount equal to not more than $2,500.

(B) Review.--An action of the Secretary under this paragraph may be reviewed only as provided under section 923(f).

(2) Administrative remedies.--The suspension or revocation of a license or the imposition of a civil penalty under paragraph
(1) shall not preclude any administrative remedy that is otherwise available to the Secretary.

CREDIT(S)

(Added Pub.L. 90-351, Title IV, § 902, June 19, 1968, 82 Stat. 233; amended Pub.L. 90-618, Title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1968,
82 Stat. 1223; Pub.L. 91-644, Title II, § 13, Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1889; Pub.L. 98-473, Title II, §§ 223(a), 1005(a), Oct. 12,
1984, 98 Stat. 2028, 2138; Pub.L. 99-308, § 104(a), May 19, 1986, 100 Stat. 456; Pub.L. 99-514, § 2, Oct. 22, 1986, 100
Stat. 2095; Pub.L. 99-570, Title I, § 1402, Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3207-39; Pub.L. 100-649, § 2(b), (f)(2)(B), (D), Nov. 10,
1988, 102 Stat. 3817, 3818; Pub.L. 100-690, Title VI, §§ 6211, 6212, 6451, 6460, 6462, Title VII, §§ 7056, 7060(a), Nov. 18,
1988, 102 Stat. 4359, 4360, 4371, 4373, 4374, 4402, 4403; Pub.L. 101-647, Title XI, § 1101, Title XVII, § 1702(b)(3), Title
XXII, §§ 2203(d), 2204(c), Title XXXV, §§ 3526 to 3529, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4829, 4845, 4857, 4924; Pub.L. 103-159,
Title I, § 102(c), Title III, § 302(d), Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1541, 1545; Pub.L. 103-322, Title VI, § 60013, Title XI, §§
110102(c), 110103(c), 110105(2), 110201(b), 110401(e), 110503, 110504(a), 110507, 110510, 110515(a), 110517, 110518(a),
Title XXXIII, §§ 330002(h), 330003(f)(2), 330011(i), (j), 330016(1)(H), (K), (L), Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1973, 1998, 1999,
2000, 2011, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2140, 2141, 2145, 2147; Pub.L. 104-294, Title VI, § 603(m)(1), (n) to (p)(1), (q)
to (s), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3505; Pub.L. 105-386, § 1(a), Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat. 3469; Pub.L. 107-273, Div. B, Title IV,
§ 4002(d)(1)(E), Div. C, Title I, § 11009(e)(3), Nov. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1809, 1821; Pub.L. 109-92, §§ 5(c)(2), 6(b), Oct. 26,
2005, 119 Stat. 2100, 2102; Pub.L. 109-304, § 17(d)(3), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1707; Pub.L. 115-391, Title IV, § 403(a), Dec.
21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5221.)

67a

http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS922&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_a5e1000094854
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS922&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_85cf000044a65
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=L&pubNum=1000546&cite=18USCAS923&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=RB&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)#co_pp_ae0d0000c5150
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I1bac8da0d4-3811d8bb700-0065b696d43)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I88521f10d4-3811d8a1540-0065b696d43)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(Ib1a1c3f0d4-3a11d8a0770-0065b696d43)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(ICDD4CCEEBD-654AE2AEF35-86FB8A7E15E)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(IB4C293D84D-9C43DDA6A01-95BA5FADFC6)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I4B69EEE9A1-E642ECA21E4-01F8D0A45CF)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I62BCE3FF3C-9C449BAEA86-125E9E9FD6C)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(IA0A549D1E2-6A4DAA834E7-27EFDA24616)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(ID85754F13B-1D4663B6CD8-AE3AD5B4FB6)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I3396D9804D-3D48F79098F-85C68F47F8E)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I3396D9804D-3D48F79098F-85C68F47F8E)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I9E2A635EF8-0B4A819174C-CEB15317A29)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I9E2A635EF8-0B4A819174C-CEB15317A29)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(ID14F6788C8-514A68AF5C8-DB99CD86958)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(ID14F6788C8-514A68AF5C8-DB99CD86958)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I428F6209B4-AC49C49DC64-53C0A37F0A2)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I38D0393FF2-4E46AAB5EC2-89407AB1415)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(IC1F2E6F13D-2B420E9262A-E2A45E0D73F)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I1B7AE1D046-F911DA818BF-B0916599498)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(ID56F274058-6E11DB8888A-1FBE4EA23AD)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)
http://www.westlaw.com/Link/Document/FullText?findType=l&pubNum=1077005&cite=UUID(I11066D1004-E011E99EBC8-9D0604A3768)&originatingDoc=N9DF6C0A0263F11E9886EE581FC384A29&refType=SL&originationContext=document&vr=3.0&rs=cblt1.0&transitionType=DocumentItem&contextData=(sc.UserEnteredCitation)


§ 924. Penalties, 18 USCA § 924

AMENDMENT OF SECTION

<Pub.L. 100-649, § 2(f)(2)(B), (D), Nov. 10, 1988, 102 Stat. 3818, as amended Pub.L. 101-647, Title XXXV, §
3526(b), Nov. 29, 1990, 104 Stat. 4924; Pub.L. 105-277, Div. A, § 101(h) [Title VI, § 649], Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat.
2681-528; Pub.L. 108-174, § 1, Dec. 9, 2003, 117 Stat. 2481; Pub.L. 113-57, § 1, Dec. 9, 2013, 127 Stat. 656, provided
that, effective 35 years after the 30th day beginning after Nov. 10, 1988 [see section 2(f)(1) of Pub.L. 100-649, set out
as a note under 18 U.S.C.A. § 922], subsec. (a)(1) of this section is amended by striking “this subsection, subsection
(b), (c), or (f) of this section, or in section 929” and inserting “this chapter”; subsec. (f) of this section is repealed;
and subsecs. (g) through (o) of this section are redesignated as subsecs. (f) through (n), respectively.>

VALIDITY

<The United States Supreme Court has held that the imposition of an increased sentence under the residual clause of
the Armed Career Criminal Act (18 U.S.C.A. § 924 (e)(2)(B)(ii)), violates the Constitution's guarantee of due process,
see Johnson v. U.S., U.S.2015, 135 S.Ct. 2551, 192 L.Ed.2d 569. >

Notes of Decisions (4066)

18 U.S.C.A. § 924, 18 USCA § 924
Current through P.L. 116-56.

End of Document © 2019 Thomson Reuters. No claim to original U.S. Government Works.
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§ 2244. Finality of determination, 28 USCA § 2244

KeyCite Yellow Flag - Negative Treatment
Proposed Legislation

United States Code Annotated
Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure (Refs & Annos)

Part VI. Particular Proceedings
Chapter 153. Habeas Corpus (Refs & Annos)

28 U.S.C.A. § 2244

§ 2244. Finality of determination

Effective: April 24, 1996
Currentness

(a) No circuit or district judge shall be required to entertain an application for a writ of habeas corpus to inquire into the detention
of a person pursuant to a judgment of a court of the United States if it appears that the legality of such detention has been
determined by a judge or court of the United States on a prior application for a writ of habeas corpus, except as provided in
section 2255.

(b)(1) A claim presented in a second or successive habeas corpus application under section 2254 that was presented in a prior
application shall be dismissed.

(2) A claim presented in a second or successive habeas corpus application under section 2254 that was not presented in a prior
application shall be dismissed unless--

(A) the applicant shows that the claim relies on a new rule of constitutional law, made retroactive to cases on collateral review
by the Supreme Court, that was previously unavailable; or

(B)(i) the factual predicate for the claim could not have been discovered previously through the exercise of due diligence; and

(ii) the facts underlying the claim, if proven and viewed in light of the evidence as a whole, would be sufficient to establish
by clear and convincing evidence that, but for constitutional error, no reasonable factfinder would have found the applicant
guilty of the underlying offense.

(3)(A) Before a second or successive application permitted by this section is filed in the district court, the applicant shall move
in the appropriate court of appeals for an order authorizing the district court to consider the application.

(B) A motion in the court of appeals for an order authorizing the district court to consider a second or successive application
shall be determined by a three-judge panel of the court of appeals.
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§ 2244. Finality of determination, 28 USCA § 2244

(C) The court of appeals may authorize the filing of a second or successive application only if it determines that the application
makes a prima facie showing that the application satisfies the requirements of this subsection.

(D) The court of appeals shall grant or deny the authorization to file a second or successive application not later than 30 days
after the filing of the motion.

(E) The grant or denial of an authorization by a court of appeals to file a second or successive application shall not be appealable
and shall not be the subject of a petition for rehearing or for a writ of certiorari.

(4) A district court shall dismiss any claim presented in a second or successive application that the court of appeals has authorized
to be filed unless the applicant shows that the claim satisfies the requirements of this section.

(c) In a habeas corpus proceeding brought in behalf of a person in custody pursuant to the judgment of a State court, a prior
judgment of the Supreme Court of the United States on an appeal or review by a writ of certiorari at the instance of the prisoner
of the decision of such State court, shall be conclusive as to all issues of fact or law with respect to an asserted denial of a Federal
right which constitutes ground for discharge in a habeas corpus proceeding, actually adjudicated by the Supreme Court therein,
unless the applicant for the writ of habeas corpus shall plead and the court shall find the existence of a material and controlling
fact which did not appear in the record of the proceeding in the Supreme Court and the court shall further find that the applicant
for the writ of habeas corpus could not have caused such fact to appear in such record by the exercise of reasonable diligence.

(d)(1) A 1-year period of limitation shall apply to an application for a writ of habeas corpus by a person in custody pursuant to
the judgment of a State court. The limitation period shall run from the latest of--

(A) the date on which the judgment became final by the conclusion of direct review or the expiration of the time for seeking
such review;

(B) the date on which the impediment to filing an application created by State action in violation of the Constitution or laws
of the United States is removed, if the applicant was prevented from filing by such State action;

(C) the date on which the constitutional right asserted was initially recognized by the Supreme Court, if the right has been
newly recognized by the Supreme Court and made retroactively applicable to cases on collateral review; or

(D) the date on which the factual predicate of the claim or claims presented could have been discovered through the exercise
of due diligence.

(2) The time during which a properly filed application for State post-conviction or other collateral review with respect to the
pertinent judgment or claim is pending shall not be counted toward any period of limitation under this subsection.

CREDIT(S)
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§ 2244. Finality of determination, 28 USCA § 2244

(June 25, 1948, c. 646, 62 Stat. 965; Pub.L. 89-711, § 1, Nov. 2, 1966, 80 Stat. 1104; Pub.L. 104-132, Title I, §§ 101, 106,
Apr. 24, 1996, 110 Stat. 1217, 1220.)

Notes of Decisions (2064)

28 U.S.C.A. § 2244, 28 USCA § 2244
Current through P.L. 116-56.
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§ 2255. Federal custody; remedies on motion attacking sentence, 28 USCA § 2255

United States Code Annotated
Title 28. Judiciary and Judicial Procedure (Refs & Annos)

Part VI. Particular Proceedings
Chapter 153. Habeas Corpus (Refs & Annos)

28 U.S.C.A. § 2255

§ 2255. Federal custody; remedies on motion attacking sentence

Effective: January 7, 2008
Currentness

(a) A prisoner in custody under sentence of a court established by Act of Congress claiming the right to be released upon the
ground that the sentence was imposed in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States, or that the court was without
jurisdiction to impose such sentence, or that the sentence was in excess of the maximum authorized by law, or is otherwise
subject to collateral attack, may move the court which imposed the sentence to vacate, set aside or correct the sentence.

(b) Unless the motion and the files and records of the case conclusively show that the prisoner is entitled to no relief, the court
shall cause notice thereof to be served upon the United States attorney, grant a prompt hearing thereon, determine the issues
and make findings of fact and conclusions of law with respect thereto. If the court finds that the judgment was rendered without
jurisdiction, or that the sentence imposed was not authorized by law or otherwise open to collateral attack, or that there has
been such a denial or infringement of the constitutional rights of the prisoner as to render the judgment vulnerable to collateral
attack, the court shall vacate and set the judgment aside and shall discharge the prisoner or resentence him or grant a new trial
or correct the sentence as may appear appropriate.

(c) A court may entertain and determine such motion without requiring the production of the prisoner at the hearing.

(d) An appeal may be taken to the court of appeals from the order entered on the motion as from a final judgment on application
for a writ of habeas corpus.

(e) An application for a writ of habeas corpus in behalf of a prisoner who is authorized to apply for relief by motion pursuant
to this section, shall not be entertained if it appears that the applicant has failed to apply for relief, by motion, to the court
which sentenced him, or that such court has denied him relief, unless it also appears that the remedy by motion is inadequate
or ineffective to test the legality of his detention.

(f) A 1-year period of limitation shall apply to a motion under this section. The limitation period shall run from the latest of--

(1) the date on which the judgment of conviction becomes final;

(2) the date on which the impediment to making a motion created by governmental action in violation of the Constitution or
laws of the United States is removed, if the movant was prevented from making a motion by such governmental action;
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§ 2255. Federal custody; remedies on motion attacking sentence, 28 USCA § 2255

(3) the date on which the right asserted was initially recognized by the Supreme Court, if that right has been newly recognized
by the Supreme Court and made retroactively applicable to cases on collateral review; or

(4) the date on which the facts supporting the claim or claims presented could have been discovered through the exercise
of due diligence.

(g) Except as provided in section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act, in all proceedings brought under this section, and any
subsequent proceedings on review, the court may appoint counsel, except as provided by a rule promulgated by the Supreme
Court pursuant to statutory authority. Appointment of counsel under this section shall be governed by section 3006A of title 18.

(h) A second or successive motion must be certified as provided in section 2244 by a panel of the appropriate court of appeals
to contain--

(1) newly discovered evidence that, if proven and viewed in light of the evidence as a whole, would be sufficient to establish
by clear and convincing evidence that no reasonable factfinder would have found the movant guilty of the offense; or

(2) a new rule of constitutional law, made retroactive to cases on collateral review by the Supreme Court, that was previously
unavailable.

CREDIT(S)

(June 25, 1948, c. 646, 62 Stat. 967; May 24, 1949, c. 139, § 114, 63 Stat. 105; Pub.L. 104-132, Title I, § 105, Apr. 24, 1996,
110 Stat. 1220; Pub.L. 110-177, Title V, § 511, Jan. 7, 2008, 121 Stat. 2545.)

Notes of Decisions (5463)

28 U.S.C.A. § 2255, 28 USCA § 2255
Current through P.L. 116-56.
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