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Chadwick Barner was originally charged in two separate cases in May

2015. People v. Barner, 2018 IL App (3d) 160023-U, f4. In case 15-CF-79:

Barner was charged with aggravated fleeing or attempting to elude a police

officer; the State alleged that on May 12, 2015, Barner was observed speeding 

outside of Canton, and subsequently evaded peace officer Terry Parks, who 

attempted to pull him over. Id. In case 15-CF-80, Barner was charged with 

attempt first-degree murder, aggravated battery, and obstructing a peace officer. 

The information filed for the attempt first-degree murder charge alleged that on 

May 12, 2015, Barner, with the intent to commit the offense of first-degree 

murder “pushed Lt. Doug Lafary’s head underwater [sic] and held Lt. Doug 

Lafary’s head underwater [sic], with the intent to kill Lt. Doug Lafary.” Id. The 

cases subsequently proceeded to a joint jury trial. Id., ^5

During voir dire, the trial court admonished the jury pool of the four 

principles of law enumerated in Illinois Supreme Court Rule 431(b), and then 

proceeded to question potential jurors in panels of four. Id., 1f5. To each panel 

of four prospective jurors, the court asked if they had “any quarrel with” any of

the legal principles in question. Id.

Trial

Terry Parks, the chief of the Canton Park District Police, testified that

shortly after 2 p.m. on May 12, 2015, he observed a white male wearing a black 

shirt or black coat driving a black car and traveling at approximately 85 miles 

per hour on Route 9, where the speed limit was 50 miles per hour. Id., |6. Parks

1
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pursued the black car with his lights and siren activated, and followed it into 

the parking lot of Davis Sand and Gravel. Id., If 7. As Parks entered the parking 

lot, the black car pulled out and sped past him; Parks continued his pursuit of

the black car until the black car entered a residential area. Id., If7.

Deputy Daniel Daly of the Fulton County Sheriffs Department testified

that he received a dispatch that a park district police officer was in pursuit of

a vehicle; he informed Lieutenant Doug Lafary and Brad Ward of the call, and

the men left the station in separate vehicles. Id., 1f8. Daly and Lafary eventually 

came upon Barner’s black Hyundai Sonata, which was stopped in the 

southbound lane of Taylor Road, outside of Canton. Id., If 8. Barner was standing 

outside of his car, and indicated that his car “had just quit running;” Id., If9.

After performing a pat down search, Daly asked Barner to step over to his truck 

and empty his pockets; Barner said “[f]uck this,” and began running southbound

in a ditch along Taylor Road. Id., f 9. Daly and Lafary pursued Barner on foot

through a wooded area, but were unable to reach him before he jumped into a

lake and swam away. Id., 1f 10.

Daly, Lafary, and other officers set up a perimeter around the scene and

began searching for Barner; about an hour into the search, an officer spotted 

Barner and relayed his location to the others. Id., If 10. Lafary drove to the field

where Barner was seen, and picked up Sheriff Jeff Standard along the way. Id.,

If 10,

Standard testified that as he and Lafary were driving along the field, the

spotted Barner running along the scrub-brush area of the pond; Lafary yelled
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for Barner to stop, and Barner, upon seeing the men, backed into the scrub-

brush and squatted down. Id., f 11. Standard testified that Lafary slammed on

the breaks, and jumped out, attempting to tackle Barner. Id., f 12. Lafary and

Barner ended up in the water; Lafary’s right shoulder was in the water, and his

feet were elevated on the bank. Id., If 12. Standard heard Lafary yell, “[tjhis

fucker is trying to drown me” and saw Barner applying downward pressure to

Lafary’s body. Id., Tf 13. Standard then pulled Barner off of Lafary; Standard

estimated that approximately 15 seconds elapsed from the time Lafary got out

of the car to the time Standard pulled Barner off of Lafary. Id., 113.

Lafary testified that as he was driving with Sheriff Standard across the

field, he saw Barner step out of the trees, run a few steps, and then duck back

in. Id., If 15. Lafary then saw him lying in some tall grass; as Lafary approached,

Barner started to stand and turn; Lafary got out of his car and ran after him.

Id., 1f1f 15-16. Lafary ran at Barner as hard as he could, and tackled him from

behind, hitting Barner somewhere in the upper torso. Id., 116. The men landed

in the water, with Barner landing directly to Lafary’s left. Id., If 17. Lafary rolled

to his right, and Barner rolled with him, coming cross-wise across Lafary’s body.

Id. Lafary brought his left arm up to push Barner away. Id., If 18. Lafary yelled

out, “this fucker is trying to drown me” and Barner pushed his head under

water. Id. Tf 18. Lafary testified the struggle lasted, at most, 20-30 seconds; it

ended when Standard pulled Barner off of him. Id. Shortly thereafter, several

of Lafary’s subordinates, who were assisting in the search for Barner, arrived

5
SUBMITTED - 3905356 - Nicole Weems - 2/13/2019 1:49 PM



124548

at the scene. Id,., H 19-20. Lafary’s subordinates all testified that Lafary was 

in the water with a wet uniform when they arrived. Id., 1 19.

The State entered into evidence a series of photographs of Lafary, taken 

by one of his subordinates, Chris Ford. Id., 120. Ford and Lafary testified that 

the photographs were taken within minutes of Lafary’s encounter with Barner. 

Id., f-20. In the photographs, the right half of-Lafary’s uniform appears wet, 

while the upper left half of Lafary’s uniform is completely dry. Id., If20.

Barner denied that he was the driver of the speeding black car observed 

by Parks, but admitted fleeing from Daly and Lafary on Taylor Road. Id., ^[21. 

Barner testified that after running from Daly and Lafary on Taylor Road, he hid 

in the woods for approximately 30-45 minutes before deciding to turn himself in. 

Id., 122. As Barner was walking, he saw a car speeding toward him; the car 

came right up to him, and Lafary jumped out and tackled Barner. Id., 123. The 

men landed on the ground, two feet from the water. Id., 1 23. Lafary then stated, 

“Try to run now, mother fucker, and I’ll put a bullet in your head.” Id., 123. 

Barner testified that he never entered the water with Lafary, and that Lafary 

was laughing and joking with his subordinates after the incident, saying “I 

think [Barner] tried to kill me.” Id., Tf24. Larry Knotts, an inmate at the Fulton 

County Jail, testified that when Lafary was transporting him to and from court 

in Peoria in September 2015, Lafary told him that he had tackled Barner on

land. Id., 125.

The jury subsequently convicted Barner on all counts. Id. , 128. On appeal, 

Barner argued, inter alia, that the State had failed to prove guilt beyond a

6
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reasonable doubt for the crimes of attempted murder, aggravated battery, and

aggravated fleeing and eluding, and that the trial court had committed

reversible error in failing to adequately determine whether the jurors 

understood and accepted the principals outlined in Supreme Court Rule 431(b). 

In an unpublished opinion, the appellate court reversed outright Earner’s 

convictions for aggravated battery1 and aggravated fleeing and eluding, but 

affirmed his conviction for attempted murder. Id., ff 40, 48, 55. The appellate 

court further found that while the trial court had committed error in regards to 

431(b), that error was not reversible. Id., ft 60, 68. Because the court had 

reversed outright Barner’s convictions for aggravated battery and aggravated 

fleeing and eluding, the appellate court analyzed whether the evidence on the 

remaining offense - attempt murder - was closely balanced. Id., f 62 The court 

concluded that the case was not a credibility contest, and therefore, the evidence 

could not be considered closely balanced. Id., f 68. The appellate court ultimately 

remanded Barner’s case to allow the trial court to conduct a proper inquiry to 

Barner’s post-trial claims of ineffective assistance of counsel. Id., f 73.

Justice Schmidt dissented from the outright reversal of Barner’s 
aggravated battery conviction. Id., ff87-88.

7
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OoP-Ts OuclRxo/xS TO PEOPLE V. MAVloR . XLT X\\«3Ld 53 M (aocA ) Aoo 

(Teepee Vv SEPsG'Vi T-oO XL WTMMX ARE APPULCARLE tlTo ft \/RAV AJAP-Rovj 

RATtJL-ORV Or CPxtvm^AL RASES. ^ LOWERS T\^E fXo&E(L Of-PaCT TYVoST

DECIDE' 0.OXLT OR XiOfOoCE/OCU RASEO SoU5V ONi S^oP-M^ESTe^oiOXAL EvitOE^CE 

FRESErJTEDToTHE ^ CEmPAASLSXKJ oRiXSiAiAL^^LccRnx^LS
. «•

/o



IrH-E APfouATE tr (LcajcluOPo 'Wat fteuvose p^A>e£eLftXmfe£>jmA-T lAftftfc^ 

TfttVilXfc \-VX\yv S/J LA-/30 ft/O0 MeTXMTHE lOATEft ^/WCl TVMc ST/VTET E/OTEdgQ PttoTO "

C,a<-t>WS 0£PXCTXjO6. LAfA&l? X<0 P, flfte.TXftU*' -UET U.oTRj&n ,TWie;£43loftS evtpxn^xc 

£\J30EjOc5 TO C^(IgS&&AT£ TVfe SVMH's VgftsXo^i Of &J£MT<> A^DTH-oS (Wt 

EvTOE^ce U>/\S tOoT ^OSELS fehU^XXLEO (tecftoSg WE- CASE loftS k>OT ft CfXOX- 

CxTLXX^ ttJO^STBST. 4 Xi ^ C&.

E56bA5TlJHU>? ,THE APPELLATE; Q.OOftjs LoUxc XS AS. FoU_ou>SV THE STATES PRESET- 

TATTOO Of McoJ ~TESTX<A«*oXftL £VjX(sOegTo SofPofc-^ r^S CASE PCtf^CGS ft Pr/0DXj\3G 

TVAAT 'THE Q.&SEIO/VS ft CSLeOTETUEtt^ CAjoWST' ft CftSCTtfAT OolES rocT pf,ESe/oT A C(XD-' 

ZSXlXW CoaJTBST XS fOOT C.LOSEL4 fc£UV/OcE0 / EflLof V-lAEPE'-rtAE STATE PPESEOTS tooro- 

TESTXWJOXAL EuXOEjOCE TO SoPfofcT XT's e*SE ^E EMXS>E>sce tA/OfOOT fcu close IH(S?XAaXsO .TT.^tS 

( IP>B Co^O-uDG THATTTVE EoxOEOCC LoftS KJOT CXoSEU? BALANCE!] (b>SCfiosETEETO&^ ^j-cSEWEO lOOro- 

TEbTXmooIAL jEtffPl/OSXL eOlOt/XE THAT ftPGoAPW CW-Oftof-ftTSO THE XESTXrA'o0>~v c F rAg State's

LolTOBSSES ! ).TWe ftPPEuATE CcottTS fo>OVX«>M XS tc(OCGR-wr,-o(=, As 3T CtEAXES AWXLtVT UJOEGOtE 

THAT DRASTXXAua? ixmrrs the stxoPtXd/os xk> watch uottesep.0^^c.^-vreoarDdALepaoRs c*aoB&

ftOO^ESSEO. Wcf-EOUEfc. ^THXS PoSTXSdm tCAiXRAvJEAiK.'WXS CoOP-TS REPEATED OIEeOIojO THAT A 

CLoSElft frM-A/OOEO ftjOMVSIS pX550iP.ES A (^mrOo.OSt'fSe 1QJALITATXUE JAS&E’sSf'1E/"T op THE irrrAuX'f

tf Euro&Jtg umtw rwe ccwtett ©f rue case. PeoPig u. sg&P>h t xcn xl\\tmhx9\W\ People 

V. PsEXmftP XL WloTH,^ -;>-TT ; tortus V. AOAKVS^VXXL UUtS^JAj PEoPLB

V, V)HXVE ^aovt JL toU'M ^ vy*.

3/0 OOiOttoOTOU THAT THE PHOTb&fAPHS E/OTEfcfcD fW THE STATE ftrAoO'JVEOTo'1' LXTfJJOSXC 

u'oxOeoce that Af-SOftfim coM.fi'ftcfi.AreaO the TESrxmojoo of the state's i©xto esses" the 

ftfPEOATE a>of-T rATteO To Co/oSZDEP. THE fHOTb&CAPHS WrrrtXiOTHE BOTOlE GomtEVt oF The 

Case -lOArAElM ^TWAT &A€jOCCS TfteoW at T?x(VL VjASTUATTHE OFFJWEftS FA&ftlcATEO THeCHABMjS 

ft&FXOST HXTv jo PXtALIATXoO FoP. AXS Po»i<oXW& F^crn -|He oCXUXAiAL fcocooAJTEg., Put f^f-nTEC



VftK, (bftRAJERlS TWEofcvf VJAS THAT THE FHoncCX-ftPrlb 0£TXcn:*it* LAfXrO ft u>eT UAXLPoPjn loefce 

STAGeQ XfO Pi(\> CPftiCT TO^CoRfot£C. AW LARAS'?‘S mftAJuFAcTUftco STOM , THOS, UJi-ULE 1W£-ptfcr,X&'-ApHe> 

mi.G,HT ARuoA&t© ceEftoftePATE lafar^s store, the1? do ooTce^RAarxr eAf-^o^ dram -that them 

VjbRb Sta&gq.

&CCAOSE 6ARWER TESTIFIED THAT LAFAA'-? WAS QJW WHEO SaPjJER. UJRT TH£ 5CB0£ ( THE Hffttoi,

fcfTHE PHOTO ftp.ACy^t, is ESSb'WVTAL T«>THE CETERFU-WAvtaio thatTHFT CoRfco&cRATF Lftffifth's stoPT

that he TACTILE 0 foA.RjOGR to THE WATER v &OT THE PH<=TO&(lAfHS ARE /0ETTHE|2. Time AJoP- OATS'

STAGED. THE 6.MUT EoJGEwef TO SoPPoRT THAT THE1? WFftE TAFGTO t?wTHE SAME DAV 6fTHEfiW£UED

i/UaDL'-or WITH 6AR./OC0. CORiS THE TESTIIttc<oIAL SvjI0eyOtA= of LA9VAV /WO HTS^er.DI/VHTtS

I# tH£ sWfcfitHHs Q£pfi.avr))£.AjT. to Qete&ov/jF -n-ur r//£ photographs ueee ry}A.'EV whew 
(

THE OFFICERS Oi-AjmEO IS To, LDo tIMT LftPAP1?P*jO HJS OFFICER TEiiTtpLED

CilEOlfctW ftiOO THAT ^Af-^eC. DT.\) p»T.

M6££e>v’6e.v fcA£«05p!s THEoGSE THAT the PhotoC-C-APAS WERE STAWEO UOOuQ EVFWX/OTHr 

OlS'Xepfi/Ot ieb feCT^EE/o TY\E PtYoTe&vAPHS A«oO LAFAROS 'TESTITTvo,\JH • FcR EVAtHPLE , UATAPAf 

TGSCIfLeQ THAT AFTER TV\EH L/VoOf£> X*o th£ WATER, BAftf-ieR C.&U.E& c^FA ©jo Him, LWTPL*

THE OpPER. HA Up Or" His LEFT TcRSt^WHK-H WAb OoVofTHE V)AT£fc. GOT J/O THE PHcToGGAP.t\S, 

the left HALT of LAFAIi^S i/wlFoRm^c, COfATLETElH DW. FoR-THEft, GfcAss STfiXiof. Cftrt Ge SEH/O
1 i

OM L.-TAR^S PfWVS , WHICH to PAC.T CoTC.oFoO.AT5S, (SfiftNEP-S TESTimoTOH THAT LAPAR-M 

TACRLEO Him T>j the ftC.ASS.THoS 1 THE PHOTOGRAPHS (WHILE ARC-oaGl^ &Ww>E~sATX*>L THt'

CjFTHE SIEVES WITNESSES, AlSo CoroT^AOXcrEOTHE TESTIHIow^ Of THE" STATE'S

VoTTMESSES .

To AllOio the OEFEAlOftATT HIS EXHHTTo OOG TP.OCCSS cf LA^>, UWJTED STATE'S CojOETX- 

ToxrOiO t ,TmE/OGrAE'AT t\M \ XU_Xx50lS STATE to/OsXXTOTXO/^ ^TTo, AO.TI.CUS I ( 

SECTloO Ov ^ THIS Coo CL I sHoocO HRAWt G.BoXEui Tfc C.ESOLOE WHSTttEfL the E^TR-O 

of Now -TESTXmojOXAL EOlOEfOte THE STATE kOTtWJVTTCftLW PREO-uCES A

I*
a..



Fitooi/oL, tv)at THr L-oxoDocfe xs cuos.cl^ GfiLft^eo, tu»«. pu»rta&-r\XMb fieoxeui s? oaapreservjeo, 

too si * 5rr&OCrt>e.A t ERRORS utOO^R THE PLAIa) ERRoR OOt.TCtx.Ril?, PCRTttER , WP.IV FoR CETOroRfCT 

Vtooul AUoui CfiORT' To O-ARaF1? FoR <i.£\)ZaoXA?0> CcOP-TS VOF-ETV'er O FoXODOCE W^AT 

IS Niot OvJS^VOAELy^aJO. XS /OECFSSARXLK CLOSELY (SAlAaX^O ^ _V> wtABTrtER tTOIftE/OcE 

THAT OoSS Wot /VrteOJOT to A CREDKHLXI'? CcfJTE>T ep./O &E CloSCL'? fcALA/ooEO \ AaJD 3} 

VO'AEVWE^T^e STATES ^ESEtOTATIoyO c? Mc/o -TESTXstvcaxXftL EvtOEaX-F "THAT l.o PART CmJ -

-vRAoicXS A/oO xro part Corroborates ,TttE TFp'xmoAW of it’s usct^esses, P^Gclooes

A 'PXioDXjoG' TV\AT TWE B0XOEJO6E is CjuoSEU1? &AL.A/OCEO .

1

\V
l.



Conclusion

X Otf/nOViZOC W • , ftPSPGCTFULL^ RE&UESTS TUPcT

-YWXS 0jOO(^t (MLNv'T TWE PETXTXkj\3 FoR A YJ&LT of 

XER~XO^ARX.

(^SPECTFOLLV So&mxTTEO \

C?^la<-£--*

0ATF‘t vTULV 19 , 3-0(<j
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