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‘He’s a prison lifer; today -
[Che’d be an entrepreneur..
| Hloanfivefz J
1t was 2012, and Ferrell Scott was';
watching television inside Pennsylva- |
4 nia’s Allenwood federal penitentiary.

when he leartied that the sale of mari-)

! juana, something he was _
life sentence for. just four years
earlier, was becominglegal in Col-
orado and Washington state. =~
. Scott bad been struggling with.
o 7| depression since he was incarcet- A
ated in March 2008. But he felta’
bit of hope as”he watched the.

givena 4 f

, framework that had pit’ peo&e Scott
" like him away without parole be- - .
in to ctumble. -

f
"'The country was’ changing, hé;
|thought. ‘Perhdp:f;& tha}.f w%ﬁld n}re:éxa; !
.  ont thie fedetal [evel, too. 8y, |
s deielenlient ooty

- | gplized recreational use of pot. Scott, °
still incarcerated at 56, is angry about )

‘thahypocnby e )
F - “You would think that selling mari-;
 juana is the worst thing in the world be-
cause I'was given g life sentence for it,”
he wrote to me from pitson. recently.
. Scott and hundreds of other people!
of color have been living behind bars,
', watching businessmen liké Kevin Mur- | - .
phy, the CEO of one of the nation’s most
lucrative marijuana companies, get -
rich. In the first quarter of this year, gjs
‘company, Acreage Holdings, reported ,
revenue of $12.9 million. .~ . ( ,
. 'The toptier of the legal pot industry |
isrun almost exclusively by white men; |
, 1and retailers, dispensaries and. phar- |-
| imacles nationwide areexpectedtotake -
" in nearly §45 billion in revenue by 2024
‘from all canpabinoid sales, ‘according 4
1o &study by Aroview Market Research . ;

PSRN,
e st e e
- oot e

| America’s unjust

war on wee

e g e Lo
e e N D i 4

T ey

x...‘,ﬁ‘-" B \

— —t

)

R PO NN P DA
7 " Scoft sald he wasn‘f*é'etung -rich:,
 dealing pot, just trying to make a living -
for himself and his two kids. If Scott_’
 were selling large quantities of mai- .
, . jaana today, he might be on magazine';
- covers hailing him ag an entrepreneur,
( * But because he was selling large quan-!

i

I

{ tities of pot a decade ago, he's a lifer. *
1 A matter of black and white *

¥

3! Scott’s story and.the legalization!
movement highlight a stark reality:
;1 Whites havelongbeen getting more of a |
!{ break on dealing: mérijuana while !
; blacks have been getting mote fre-'
. quently Incarcerated, . ‘
' The differenee in theé rate of pot uge '

4
-~

L

_‘__: * between whites and blacks in this

* inthe rate of arrests and convictions is )
vast, according to data from an Amer-/
. ican Civil Liberties Union ‘study. In!
-states with the largest. disparities,’
- blacks were six timés more likely-than,:
f {+ whites to get arrested for posséssion i
- 2010, the last year of the study. ~ .°
1~ About 84% of the more than 2,000
| marijuana offenders who were federal- |
- ly sentenced in 2018 were people of col-
| or, according to the U.S. Sentencing.
i} _Gommission. Only 11% were white, !
even though whites makeupmorethan - - .
$0% of the U.S. population: ey
{"Scott has been in prison for 1l years™ -

(9
i

§

t . eountry is nil. However, the difference
i

i

:

{

i
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on a third strike. Every. day in prison '
ives hitn time tothjx:ky about his big- ~ -

est regret — not being there for his - -
ungest children. One daughter, Ser-
rell, was 15, and his son, Skyler, wasen- - =
tering his senior year in high schoo} . -
{with a bright future in football when ~ -
-.Scott was sentenced to T
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&)ﬁgm{)nomy‘ﬁﬁ:ﬁx ~~

;_'on lifé also gives Scott timeto . ..

! think aboit the arrest in Texas A

; that léd to"his life sentence, - o

' ‘and hig' decision not to take a J

! plea deal. - L B

‘Seott recalled that he whs - ;

on his way to Skyler's football .

i practice in 2008 when police ]

oot Pulled hing over Jess than a - .

.mile from his gon's'school. Ultimately, N
he was found guilty of conispiraey to + T

méss and intent tg'disﬁibute more . .. &

£han 2,000 pounds of marfjugna. - ¢ - ]

i Shoftsedhehad ueed abigti ruck - 5

tohaul andsellmatijiiana after yeats of -+ J

hauling legal freight failed to pay the
bills. He also hada eouple of men work:
ing for him doing the same:thing, he

;mgd

gﬂe wag offered a plea deal — eight -
‘yeats in-exchange for the names of oth- - .*
ers who worked with him sellingdrugs. -
‘He refused, opting instead fo go'to trial,
‘never thi yeéars could = -

thinking that eight
_ﬁn intqalifesqntence. A A3
First Step andthirdstrikes

r1-The federal Pirst Step Act, enacted:’
. jast year, will now rescue people from
teceiving a mandatory life sentence on” 2
4 thirdwstrike drug charge. But people Y,
who- are incarcerated for life today are-
Likelytoremain.. - - T
;‘ “I dbsolutely hate this place;” Scott -

w
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wroté i an emiail from Allenwood. “The |
~wonly thing T have iri common with the -
“people here {8 that Pm locked up just,
like them; other than that we have .
jnothingir common” - = . =7
}* ‘Scott applied for clemency, and the
proseciifor-in his case wrote a letteron |
the iriinate’s behalf, calling the life sen- 1 -
Itence excessive, The dlemency was de-
ni¢d by the.Obama administration in
2016. That decision sent him into a tail~ |

3

Y

* Eileen Riversis digital contenteditor )
for USA TODAY Opinion, and editor of . 5
its Policing the USA site. This is the sec-
ond installment in a series about pris: A
oners serving life sentences for non- “",__»-
violent crimes. The series is being pub-
lished in confunection with the Buried I
Alive Project and its video-driven Let- * . -
ters from Lifers campaign. For more, go -

¥ .
7 ’:-\x ML
. T3

to lifers.usatoday.com: - i ST

-

spin and caused him to write in.a letter ]
{that he wished he Wére dead. =~ .- -]
I~ Still, Scott sald he was thinking of
the séfety of his family and'the futureof - ey
this children 'wher he decided to reject i
'the plea deal. And even more impor- - T
‘tant, he doésn’t feel like he ghould have "~ -
been:in a position where a pleadealor, ~*~
fli,fe in‘prison were his only. optiong.” <" .27 1
£ You see alot of states making (p6t)-
§lg§al,”.'- Scott said. “I don't think 1 did~;
anything any different” " "~ -

LV
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£\ St 15 1963, the
bomb that killed four
oo it St
irs Bir-
‘mingham, Ala, showed América
.Justhowfarwehadtogotoﬁxlﬁll

the pi of justice and
ty for Mnaeenﬁxryaﬁerthe

e

T .

13th Amendxnent ended sIave
e

Rnﬁﬂed at the end oill;b;
"H:ﬁn'o
I Ve , @hhne Cﬂﬁ&l ’ .

'u, :

Y || e r‘“Tnl-, A

& ILU shinep rmmé Thareolf
w Shall "Have been " Galvi:
 convich other words, ac-

- COrding to thls so-calfed pﬂmsh—
" ment clause, if you get pulled
_over with the wrong controlled
“substance in your trunk, there’s
{ nothing in the 13th . Amendment
10 ensure you mn’tbeconsidered
aslaveofthe mte. .

e it

d ol etunethat

hard work was essenhal to pris-
aners’ moral zehabﬂimhon. But

&,

”SI.AVERY IS STII.E-

2 n has a 100phole for pnsoners

—

| companies assume charge of the

-t
-

> g

-T{;;""'ﬂ

GEARY BROOME,
Peoplglinenpin-luneto:eeaﬁupﬂcateulthe 13th Amend- ”
!mentatmaxbibitinﬂnleigh,ﬂ.&,onaboﬂshingshvmy

/ mv«rv-«f._——_“}

] Neither slavery nor mvoluntory
‘ i servitude, except as a punish-
- ment for crime whereof the pony
' shall hove been duly convicted,
| shall exist within the United
Stotes or any-place sublect to

NS
- ] v

. . ! their jurisdiction.

““Pecat '&m&medabolihon- tbor and pay the states.a

Frederick Douglass described | | some revenue for. theix. lahor

the mdespread “eonvict f Nine-tenths of these convicts are

(Tease system” exploited the pun- | | negroes” Douglass went on td
mhmentdausetosubvertthegg—yi note that so many blacks were be-
ble intenf of the 1t hind bars because law enforce-,
Amendment; “(States) claim to imenttended to target them.
be too poor to maintain state con- Importantly, Supreme Co
'{ victs within prison walls. Hence 1 decisions of the 20th century en-
 the convicts are leased out to { 'sured that no one today is‘sen-
work for railway contractors, | ‘tenced to actual slavery as a form
mining companies and those who Q(M% ish

‘farm large plantations, These

- somicts, work them 25 cheap la-
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forcement and aentena‘ngi'nthe‘
*“war .on drugs” While drug use
rates . vary little among racial
gmuucgs, people of color stand af
o ing

ernment studies have found that
they serve longer sentences.

nces: difficulty finding jobs and
ousing, lost access to govern
flent benefits and, in some
places, disenfranchisement,

st of 600,000 Ii

“clud‘ed that all people, regard-

less of color, are made in the im-~

is_an abomination. Notf'
Just because it compe
bécause 1t denies 71

s Iab OF, bt *
-ﬂ' I‘:J

1d Value of the enslaved person. |
As long a it rémains In Mé Con-|
stitution, the punishment clause

al 117, - AR attewr
. iracist practices in the

’ Justice system.

go LESS ?hum :
|Breaking the law does ot make |
the 7 million Americans behind
bars, on probation or on parcle
any less human, While it’s trye
that offenders properly - forfeit }
certain rights and privileges, in-§

7 “luding their freedom, they,ase

retaiil-many o’i'a 573 A a1d
{but in the Bill of Rights and cloe.
}where. By definition, slavery goes!
ot e s el of free
-(domy; it denies the ity o
@e enslaved. Why should lan-
jguage that calls into question the
sbasic equality and dignity of mil-
[Yions-of Americans persist in.our
feountry’s Cobstity Hon? {

jage of their creator and that/ ..
slave .. flook the other way; but we ean

Macy ‘pisonses nesdao T
prisoners n to learn
?;h‘lhvt_hat will thake them em-
oloyable after release: Prison jobs
se help people maintain a sense
of purpose and structure during
sentences, Society 48 awhole |
benefits when prisoners’ la-
r allows them to pay restitu-

gon. But_slavery ‘- labor that
ehumanizds one person for
E&ﬁ{ "Of anoth -B -

e
-

in prisons or in the Constitutio
need a natronal og.
ut amending the 13th Amend-
ent. Current implications of the
yunishment clause should be the
talk of every college coursé in
iminal justice. It should be-de~
ted in every state legislature
anid in the halls of Congress|
Here, in the home of nearly a
quarter of the world’s prisoners,
every American should know,
about the scandald us persistence
of slavery in our nation’s, most

fundamental document. -
Afterward, to paraphrase Brit®
ish  abolitionist .  William
Wilberforce, we can choose to

A

never say again that we did not

|| Jim Liske is the president of|
_tPrison Fellowship. -

v

g o 9A TODAY 6A

;‘August 1S5, 2014
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

STATE OF FLORIDA, : _ Case No.  79-14-CF
V.

EDDIE J. McKINNEY,
Defendant.
/

ORDER DENYING “MOTION TO CORRECT ILLEGAL SEN-TENCE” :

THIS COURT, having examined the above-styled Motion filed by the Defendant
on November 26, 2002, finds that:

The Defendant claims that his imprisonment for life is illegal as it is an
indeterminate sentence. The Defendant argues that the meaning of the word
‘indefinite’ in Article 1, Section 17 of the Florlda Constitution has the same meaning as
the word lndetermmate

The term ‘indeterminate’ does not have the same meaning as ‘indefinite’ as
applied to the Florida Constitution or sentencings in the State of Florida. A person's.
lifetime is a definite period of time, consisting of the time between birth and death. This
is a fixed definition for every person. The amount of time in each person's life is
indeterminate because the time of one’s death is not known until after it occurs. The ="
Defendant was sentenced to a definite period of time, his natural lifetime. While that
period of time is indeterminate, it is not indefinite. A life sentence shall end at a definite
time, then end of the natural life of the Defendant. .

THEREFORE, Defendant’'s motion is. DENIED.

DONE AND ORDERED in Madison, Madison County, Florida, this 30'H day of
Jan&afy 2063~
Orambyeyr 2002,

N

THOMAS J\-KENNON
Circuit Judge

NOTICE: DEFENDANT IS HEREBY INFORMED OF THE RIGHT TO APPEAL THIS
ORDER WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF ITS RENDITION
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SIRe, REMEMBER, IT'S .

'nME FOR YOUR S?eecn

A-N ELECTION YEAR

: HOWCUTE w;\.m'pame,e
{ NINNIES KNOW ABOUT A
VESTUTIC, MONARCHIAL,
VICMTORW—'IYmchL

. VoESNOTEXISTIN
This KINGPOM ANY

>~ THE WORDS TYRANT VIch'WR
OPI’RessaR, CARNAGE AND BWZPrERY
N ARE LIKEWI‘;‘E BANisHeED FEaM =]

/ FOR THEY hREAN V|
KBOMNATIONTO The
LAN@UA@E OFIV'

OMY ast u—:—fs IHT THE HBRAKY 1‘
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