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America’s unjust 

*var on wee$_
|He’S a prison lifer; today V

\ dealing pot, just tying to make a living * 
f for himself and his two kids. If Scott 
\ were selling large quantities of mari- 

juana today, he might be on magazine1} 
> covers hailing him as an entrepreneur, ! 
\ But because he was selling large quart- !
| tities of pot a decade ago, he’s a lifer:
1 A matter of black and white

t

i
-.J

he’d be an entrepreneur j
Eileen
USA TODAY ''

| It was 2012, and Ferrell .Scott was1 r 
j watching television inside Pennsylva- i 

K nia’s Allenwood federal penitentiary^ 
j when he learned that the sale of mari-^i 
j juana, something he was given a 
} life sentence for. just four years 
earlier, was becoming legal in Col­
orado and Washington state.

^ Scott had been struggling with 
j depression since he was incarcer­

ated in March 2008. But he felt * 
bit pf hope as he watched'th^ Ferrell ( 
framework that had put; people Scott 1 
■Dke him away without parole be- . f 
igin to crumble. |
J The country was changing, he 
{thought. Perhaps that would mean a j

[gatized recreational use of pot. Scott,1 
i:still incarcerated at 56, is angry about 
the hypocrisy.

* "You would think that selttnig man-j 
juana is the worst thing in the world be- \ 
cause Iwas given a life sentence for it,*f 
he wrote to me from prison, recently. \

Scott and hundreds of other people ; 
of color have been living behind bars,
watchingbusinessmen like KeviniMur-
phy, the CEO of one of the nation’s most 
lucrative marijuana companies, get 
rich, in the first quarter of this yean his 
company, Acreage Holdings, reported 
revenue of $12.9 million, 

c 'fbe top her of the legal pot industry 
| is run almost exclusively by white men, 
land retailers, dispensaries and phar- j 

i jmaqies nationwide ate expected to take ( 
f m nearly $45 billion in revenue by2024 (
. feure all cannabinoid sales; according 1 
, to a study by Arcview Market Research 1 

and; bi?s Analytic^—----- ——

V

Uf-^t
tj - Scott’s story mid the legalization ! 
/ j movement highlight a stark reality:1

Whites have longbeen gettingmore of a ] 
j break on dealing marijuana while! 

■j blacks have been getting more fee-! 
quenfey incarcerated. j

‘ lire difference to the rate of pot use j 
between whites and blacks to this 
country is nil. However, the difference 
to the rate of arrests and convictions is 
vast; according to data from an Amer- /

• ican Civil Liberties Union study. Ini 
states with the largest disparities,] 
blaeks were six times more likely than ! 

- whites to get arrested for possession to 
2GK), the last year of the study..

About 84% of the more than 2,000, 
marijuana offenders who were federal­
ly sentenced to 2018 were people of col- 

^ or, according to the U.S. Sentencing 
111 Commission. Only B.% were white.

-'JK
i
i.
t-

f

■even though whites make up more than •> i 
60%oftheU.S. population; .."1
i Scott has been to prison for 11 years - 
;on a third strike. Every day to prison ' 
{gives him time to think about Ids Mg- { 
jgest regret— not being there for his 
Soungest children. One daughter, Ser- 
Fell, was 15, and his son, Skylgr, was en- 1
Bering his senior year to high school 
[With a bright future to football when 
LScott was sentenced to fife
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f^SS23Ltl2 • ^ Friday, Septerr.be. 6, 2019
, that led.tohis life sentence, % 7 r
’ and his decision not to take a A 

plea deal. , . ; v ,,
j Scott reddled that he was ■ x 
[on Ws way to Siler’s football 
| practice in 200a when police 

- .—• pulled him over less than a •
.mile from his sob's school. Ultimately,
M wa® found guilty 6t conspiracy to < J 
possess and intent to distribute more . fa 

Jhan 2,000pounds of marijuana. ‘ J

to haul andaell marijuana after years of »J 
Muling legal freight'fidled to pay the ■
Mis. He also hada couple of men work- '
.mg for him doing the same .thing, he 
4?id. .
jHe was Offered a plea deal — eight * 
years in exchange for the names of oth- . 
ers who workedwith him selling drugs. '
.He refused, opting instead to goto trial,
'never thinking thateightyears could - 
_tuni into a Ufe sentence. "

flrrt Step and third strikes
it - ",

r

1

p-The federal First Step Act, enacted ' j 
-last year, will now rescue people from *3 
-receiving a mandatory life sentence on 
§ thirdTStrSce drug charge. But people 
who are incarcerated for life today are \ 
likely to remain.- '
l "I absolutely hate this place/ Scott,, 
wote in an email from Allenwood. "The "

'2 only thing r have hi common with the 
.people here is that fm locked up just 
Me them; other than that we have 
inothing in common."
V' Scdtt applied for clemency, and the 
prosecutofin his case wrote a letter on 1 
the irimate's behalf, calling the life sen- ' 
tence excessive, the clemency was de­
nted by the .pfeama administration in 
2016. That decision senthimintoatail- • 
spin and caused hhn to write in a letter.
[that he wished he tyete dead.
I Still, Scott said he was thinking of .;
. the safety of hisfamily and the future of j
(his children when He derided to reject; ^"1 
'the plea deal- And evenlmore irnpor- ? ~ "I 
‘font. M doesn’t feel like he Should have' X-J 
beenfo a position where a plea deal or. ' ‘} 

[life in prison w-ere his only option?, 'r. * -
isW'TSJ* 8®e a I<?tof****** nMdng (pot),, 
fogal,.Scott said. “I don’t think I did' - rl 
feoythingany different. ' V.

x

fHween Rivers is digital cwtentMior 
[far USA TODAY Opinion and editor of 
its Policing the USAsite. This isthesec- 
ond installment in a series about pris­
oners serving life sentences for non­
violent crimes. the series is being pub­
lished in conjunction with the Buried 

'Alive Project and its video driven Let- I 
ter? from Lifers campaign. Fdrjhore, go - !
tolifors.usdtoday.com'
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OPINION 

YEP, SLAVERY ISSTILt
^afstit^Qnhas a lpophofe for prisoners. |“ MttjjnT] 

Exceptioftn&eds to

—■*}
! •1
I

Jhn tlrte

y~\n Sept 15, 1963, the 
■ ; ■bomb that killed four 
% Jf girls at the 16th Street 

. Baptist Church hi Bir­
mingham, Ala., showed America 
just how far we had to go to fulfill 
the promise of justice and equals 
ty for all, tfven a century after the 
13th. Amendment ended slavery.
Half a century after the bomhnW 
to SthsHfe is not over, inpert 1 
beeauselangmge in that mate f 
amendment still undermipesllhe

iPeopteUMaplaJnne to ae< » dupUcK of the 13U. aSST*"

! *■ ___1 J3TH AMENDMENT
j Neither slavery nor involuntaryijljiliiijir

SSsTSsS Isssssr-"-*teSswtssi',
astoeoftWtetetbeCOnSide?ed widesPread “convict j j Nine-tenths of these convicts are
lEtiSn* I Q tease ^tem’ exploited the pdn- \ negroes," Douglass went on t<S

f 8 ishment clause to subvert the no- ( 1 note that so many blades were be- 
j ! ble toten£ o{ *** 13^A ,hmd bars because law enforce-

i Amendment: “CStates) claim to^ ? ment tended to target them. 
oiWtuneAat j be too poor to maintain state con- \ importantly, Supreme Court!

oner/^rkT?«S££ Pnfl 1 r vkts prison waUs* Htac# < dedsfonsSthe2Qth century en-
li ******* « ***** «* to 'sured that no one today is sen-eno^ta be gross^fiwL f SSmSmSSSmdSSS 1fced*****88»^

Soon.th.teClLrSS ii
j companies assume charge of the \
1 Xflgnvicts, work them as cheap la- f

<n ^

l&

-

sS

*.

1
<

t bor and pay the state! a hand^

t ®Hsai«f
1J

ry under an-
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USA TODAY 6A
August 15, 201-4-« restorative corrections policy; 

Many prisoners need to learn 
skills that will make them em­
ployable after release.Prisonjobs: 
jalte help people maintain a sense 
p purpose and structure during.
Song sentences. Society as a wholer 
also benefits when prisoners' la­
bor allows them to pay restitu- 
jjtioa But slavery — labor 
dehumanizes one person for the \ 
profit of another -r hts noplace] M 
in prisons or in the Constitution^ '
f We need a nattonaTlSalog] 
about amending the 13th Amend-j 
pent Current implications of the 
[punishment clause should be die 
talk of every college course in 
criminal justice. It should bede- 
pated in every state legislature 
rand in die halls of Congress.
[Here, in the home of nearly a 
i quarter of the world’s prisoners, 
every American should know 
fibout tile scandalous persistence 
of slavery in our nation^ most! 
fundamental document / 

Afterward, to paraphrase BritX. 
ish abolitionist William J 
Wilberforce, we can choose to 
look the other way* but we can 
never say again that we did not 
know. '

Jim Liske is the president of 
Bison Fellowship*

lie
Iring true. Black men are incarcer-l 
| ated at six times the rate of white 
|men, thanks in part to uneven en- 
J forcement and sentencing in the 
|*war on drugs* White drug use 
{rates vary little among rarjal 
1 groups, people of odor stand a 
jmuch better dunce of being 
(searched, prosecuted 
{convicted than whites, and gov- 
jemment studies have found that 
/they serve longer sentences, 
f Racially imbalanced enforce* 
jment also means that minorities 
are more likely to suffer conseA 

jquences that outlast their sen- 
jtences: difficulty finding jobs and 
housing lost access to govern- 
pent benefits and, in some 
Jplaces, disenfranchisement.
I Next yedr, the United States 
pill mark the 150th anniversary 
®Mhe abolition, of slaverv when.

and

at the cost of 600,oOo lives" we" 
pncluded that all people, regard- ' 
less of colon are made in the hn- 
ap of their creator and that, 
^VCTy is an abomination. Non' 
mstbecauseltcbmpelslaborRra-! 
because/tdenies thelulldhmifc 
PS^SlbeSnskved p«^n 
As long as it remains STfReCon- 
.sutution, fee punishment clause/ 

V* m offensive va?tigeofthe Jega-i- 
fey-e# dchtunanliiiig" an# uflea 

. {racist practices m tiie American , 
jfiriniinal justice system. r—*

NO LESS HUMAN |
Breaking the law does not make 
we 7 million Americans behind 

f barn on probation or on parole 
/ py less human. While it’s true
j that orders properiyforfeit
[rerton rights and privileges, in-( 

t^u^themfre^om^^soj

pszUssgss
iwhere. By definition, slaverygoes 
riJar beyond fee remoyal of free- 
jfdortv; jt denies fee humanity of 
pie enslaved. Why should Ian-. 
page that calls into question the 
.basic equality and dignity of mil- 
ihons of Americans persist in our 
fqpuntrv*s Constitution? r^~—u
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, THIRD 
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR 
SUWANNEE COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No. 79-14-CFSTATE OF FLORIDA,

v.

eddie j. mckinney,
Defendant.

ORDER DENYING “MOTION TO CORRECT ILLEGAL SENTENCE”

THIS COURT, having examined the above-styled Motion filed by the Defendant 
on November 26, 2002, finds that:

The Defendant claims that his imprisonment for life is illegal as it is an 
indeterminate .sentence. The Defendant argues that the meaning of the word 
‘indefinite’ in Article 1, Section 17 of the Florida Constitution has the same meaning as 
the word ‘indeterminate’.

The term ‘indeterminate’ does not have the same meaning as ‘indefinite’ as 
applied to the Florida Constitution or sentencings in the State of Florida. A person's 
lifetime is a definite period of time, consisting of the time between birth and death. This 
is a fixed definition for every person. The amount of time in each person’s life is 
indeterminate because the time of one's death is not known until after it occurs. The 
Defendant was sentenced to a definite period of time, his natural lifetime. While that 
period of time is indeterminate, it is not indefinite. A life sentence shall end at a definite 
time, then end of the natural life of the Defendant.

THEREFORE, Defendant’s motion is DENIED.

DONE AND ORDERED in Madison, Madison County, Florida, this day of
daft«afy,-2660r
-CXClIULULr "2,002.

THOMAS J>KENNON, jr: 
Circuit Judge

NOTICE: DEFENDANT IS HEREBY INFORMED OF THE RIGHT TO APPEAL THIS 
ORDER WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF ITS RENDITION
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