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NOTICE
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advarce sheet of the Ohio Official Reports. Readers are requested to
promptly notify the Reporter of Decisions, Supreme Court of Ohio, 65
South Front Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215, of any typographical or other
formal errors in the opinion, in order that corrections may be made before

the opinion is published.

SLIP OPINION NoO. 2018-OHI10-4069
THE STATE OF OHIO, APPELLEE, v. BONNELL, APPELLANT.
[Until this opinion appears in the Ohio Official Reports advance sheets, it
may be cited as State v. Bonnell, Slip Opinion No. 2018-Ohio-4069.]
Criminal law—Postconviction DNA testing—Appellant failed to demonstrate that
results of testing of any evidence he sought to have tested could be outcome
determinative—This court lacks jurisdiction to consider matters relating to
adequacy of prosecution’s search for biological material that could be
tested—Trial court’s denial of application for testing affirmed.
(No. 2017-1360—Submitted August 1, 2018—Decided October 10, 2018.)
APPEAL from the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas,
No. CR-87-223820-ZA.

O’DONNELL, J.

{9 1} Melvin Bonnell appeals from the denial of his second application for
DNA testing, following his conviction and death sentence for the 1987 murder of
Robert Eugene Bunner. He presents two propositions of law for our consideration.

We lack jurisdiction to consider the first proposition of law and conclude that
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SUPREME COURT OF OHIO

Bonnell has failed to show any of the evidence he sought to have tested could be
outcome determinative. Accordingly, we affirm the judgment of the trial court.
Factual and Procedural Background
Bonnell’s conviction and direct appeals
{92} A Cuyahoga County grand jury indicted Bonnell on two counts of
aggravated murder (R.C. 2903.01), each with firearm and aggravated-burglary
specifications; one count of aggravated burglary (R.C. 2911.11), with firearm and
prior-offender specifications; and one count of possessing a weapon under
disability (R.C. 2923.13) with specifications. In our decision on Bonnell’s direct

appeal, we summarized the facts of the case:

Shirley Hatch, Edward Birmingham and Robert Eugene
Bunner shared an apartment on Bridge Avenue in Cleveland, Ohio.
On November 28, 1987, at approximately 3:00 a.m., Hatch heard
someone knock at the kitchen door of the apartment. Hatch asked
who was at the door and a voice replied, “Charles.” Bunner opened
the door and appellant, Melvin Bonnell, entered the apartment and
closed the door behind him. Appellant uttered an expletive directed
at Bunner and then proceeded to fire two gunshots at Bunner at close
range. Bunner fell to the floor and Hatch, who had witnessed the
shooting, ran to a bedroom where Birmingham was sleeping. Hatch
heard two more gunshots, awoke Birmingham to tell him that
Bunner had been shot, and then fled from the apartment to call
paramedics. Birmingham went to the kitchen.

Upon entering the kitchen, Birmingham observed appellant
who was on top of Bunner “* * * pounding him in the face.”
Birmingham also observed bullet holes in Bunner’s body.

Birmingham grabbed appellant and ejected him from the apartment.
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At approximately 3:40 a.m., two Cleveland police officers
were patrolling Bridge Avenue in a police cruiser when they
observed a blue vehicle being driven backwards on Bridge Avenue
with its headlights off. The officers attempted to stop the vehicle,
and a high-speed chase ensued when the driver of the vehicle failed
to stop. During the chase, the officers never lost sight of the vehicle
except, perhaps, for a few seconds. The officers never saw anyone
in the vehicle except the driver. No one exited the vehicle during
the chase. The chase ended when the driver of the blue vehicle
crashed into the side of a funeral chapel. The officers removed the
driver from the vehicle and placed him on the ground. Both officers
identified appellant as the driver of the vehicle.

Shortly after the accident, Cleveland police officers Stansic
and Kukula arrived at the crash site and saw a man lying on the
ground with police officers standing over him. However, officers
Stansic and Kukula left the accident scene almost immediately
thereafter in response to a radio call regarding the shooting at the
Bridge Avenue apartment.

Upon arriving at the apartment, officers Stansic and Kukula
interviewed Hatch and Birmingham who provided the officers with
a description of Bunner’s assailant. The officers recognized the
witnesses’ description as meeting the description of the man they
had observed at the accident scene. The officers asked Birmingham
to accompany them to the hospital where the man had been
transported following the accident. At the hospital, Birmingham
identified appellant as Bunner’s assailant.

Bunner died as a result of a gunshot wound to the chest. An

autopsy revealed that Bunner was shot twice, once in the chest and
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once in the pubic region. Both bullets were recovered from the
body.

Police officers retraced the chase scene and found a .25
caliber automatic pistol which was later identified as appellant’s.
The weapon was test-fired and the test bullets were compared to the
bullets found in Bunner’s body. The test bullets and the bullets
retrieved from Bunner’s body had the séme characteristics, and test

casings matched spent bullet casings found at the murder scene.

(Ellipsis sic.) State v. Bonnell, 61 Ohio St.3d 179, 179-180, 573 N.E.2d 1082 (1991).

{9 3} On March 3, 1988, a jury found Bonnell guilty of aggravated burglary
and two counts of aggravated murder with specifications, and it recommended a
sentence of death, which the trial court imposed.

{9 4} The Eighth District Court of Appeals affirmed in part. It sustained
Bonnell’s convictions for aggravated burglary and aggravated murder, held that the
two aggravated murder counts should have been merged for sentencing purposes, but
determined that error was harmless, and also vacated Bonnell’s prison sentence for
aggravated burglary because the record did not demonstrate that he was present in court
when it was imposed, but remanded for a new sentencing hearing on that count. 8th
Dist. Cuyahoga No. 55927, 1989 Ohio App. LEXIS 4982 (Oct. 5, 1989).

{9 5} In a separate entry, the court of appeals affirmed the capital sentence.
1989 Ohio App. LEXIS 5028 (Oct. 5, 1989). On further appeal, we affirmed the
aggravated murder conviction and capital sentence, finding the evidence of guilt to be
“overwhelming.” 61 Ohio St.3d at 183, 573 N.E.2d 1082.

Petitions for collateral relief

{9 6} On March 16, 1995, Bonnell filed a 53-count petition for postconviction
relief. He alleged that the state violated Brady v. Maryland, 373 U.S. 83, 83 S.Ct.
1194, 10 L.Ed.2d 215 (1963), by withholding police and lab reports containing
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material, favorable information. Moreover, Bonnell alleged that the state failed to
preserve blood evidence found on the back porch and the stairs leading up to the
porch. He also asserted that his rights were violated because the state never tested
physical evidence, including vomit found in the kitchen near the body, fingerprints
at the scene, Bonnell’s hands, the contents of his automobile, or his pants.

{9 7} The trial court denied the petition, but the Eighth District Court of
Appeals sua sponte remanded “for clarification as to whether or not the trial court
reviewed the original trial transcript.” 8th Dist. Cuyahoga No. 69835 (July 12,
1996). In 1997, the trial court again denied the postconviction petition, and the
court of appeals affirmed. 8th Dist. Cuyahoga Nos. 69835 and 73177, 1998 Ohio
App. LEXIS 3943 (Aug. 27, 1998). The appeals court deemed the statements in
the police reports to be either “immaterial” or “minor inconsistencies.” Id. at *13-
14. We declined to exercise jurisdiction. 84 Ohio St.3d 1469, 704 N.E.2d 578
(1999).

{9 8} In 2000, Bonnell filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in the
United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio. The federal court
agreed with the Eighth District that any inconsistent statements in police interviews
that had not been turned over to the defense were, for the most part, immaterial,
Bonnell v. Mitchel, 301 F.Supp.2d 698, 728-729 (N.D.Ohio 2004), and the Sixth
Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed, 212 Fed.Appx. 517 (6th Cir.2007). In its
opinion, the appellate court observed that the failure to disclose a negative gunshot-
residue test was harmless because the state did not claim to have found residue on
Bonnell’s clothes, and thus, the defense was able to and did argue that the jury could
assume the tests on Bonnell’s hands were negative. Id. at 522-523.

Initial application for DNA testing
{9 9} On October 29, 2004, Bonnell submitted his first application for DNA

testing. He requested testing of four items:
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[1] vomit found in kitchen,

[2] Blood from [his] vehicle,

[3] hair on green pillow, [and]

[4] Plastic bags for Gun Shot residue.

In addition, his memorandum in support requested testing of the blood recovered
from the rear steps, railings, and stairwell, as well as swabs or slides taken from
Bonnell’s own hands. | » _

| {9 10} After five extensions of time, the state responded to the application

on August 30, 2005. The state argued, among other things, that the application

should be denied because “no parent sample!!l exists with which to do a DNA

comparison.” The trial court accepted the state’s representations, and denied the
 petition on October 21, 2005.
The instant appeal
- {q 11} Aftef the General Assembly enacted a new DNA-testing statute,
Bonnell filed a new application for DNA testing with the trial court on February 6,
2008. In his second application, Bonnell requested DNA testing of:

[1] swabs and slides of blood recovered from the crime scene;

[2] swabs and slides of blood recovered from [his] hands, jacket and
other clothes;

[3] vomit found in kitchen;

[4] blood from [his] vehicle;

[5] hair on green pillow;

[6] plastic bags for gunshot residue; [and]

! The term “parent sample” means “the biological material first obtained from a crime scene or a
victim of an offense * * * and from which a sample will be présently taken to do a DNA comparison
to the DNA of the subject offender.” R.C. 2953.71(M).
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[7] 1 or 2 guns recovered by Cleveland police.

On April 23, 2008, the state informed the court that it had located Bonnell’s jacket
in the Eighth District Clerk’s files, and it agreed to DNA testing. The parties then
submitted a joint motion for DNA testing of the jacket, which the court granted.

{9 12} The state filed the results of the DNA testing on July 7, 2009, which
concluded that DNA samples taken from multiple locations on the jacket came from
a male donor, and that Bonnell could be excluded as a contributor. Five samples,
however, were consistent with the DNA profile of Bunner. With respect to two
samples, obtained from the right upper sleeve and right lower back, the report noted
that the probability of selecting a random, unrelated person from the population
having the same partial DNA profile was 1 in 239,000 individuals.

{9 13} The remainder of Bonnell’s second application lay dormant for years
until, on April 26, 2017, he filed a motion to compel the state to provide an
accounting of the physical evidence from the case. In response, the prosecuting
attorney submitted a report, including an affidavit from Christopher D. Schroeder,
on June 15, 2017, detailing his efforts to locate evidence from the trial. Those
efforts included personally searching and/or arranging for searches of the
prosecutor’s property room, the office of the Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts, the
Cleveland Police department property room, the “dead files” section of the Eighth
District Court of Appeals, the Bureau of Criminal Investigation, the Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner’s Office, and the Western Reserve Historical Society
(which sometimes receives items from old cases). Schroeder spoke with multiple
former prosecutors, including the lead prosecutor at trial and a member of the
appellate team, as well as investigating police officers and at least one assistant
attorney general. He also tried to speak with the court reporter who transcribed the

trial, but she was deceased.
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{914} Schroeder’s investigation revealed that the Medical Examiner’s
Office still had possession of 7 autopsy microslides, 4 swabs from Bonnell’s jacket,
and 1 swab from an autopsy microslide, as well as the jacket itself. The lead
prosecutof signed out the murder weapon, pellets, and cartridge case on “February
18, 1987 [sic, 1988]” and never returned them. The .25 caliber shell casings had
also been signed out, but the name was illegible. A second weapoh seized during
the investigation, but not connected to the crime, had been destroyed. Other items,
includ'ing the pillow, had been sent from the police property room to the coroner in
November 1987 but never returned.

{9 15} On August 14, 2017, the trial court denied the second application,
for two reasons. First, relying on Schroeder’s affidavit, the court determined that
no parent sample of any biological material still exists for testing, other than the
jacket that has already been tested. The court’s judgment specifically noted that
the Schroeder affidavit satisfied all the statutory requirements and demonstrated
that the search had been adequate.

{9 16} Second, even if any biological material did exist, the trial court
concluded that Bonnell “cannot show that any additional DNA testing would be
outcome-determinative.” According to the court, the evidence of guilt presented at
trial, including the eyewitness testimony of Hatch and Birmingham, the testimony
that the car chase began near the victim’s apartment shortly after the shooting,
Birmingham’s identification of Bonnell as the shooter, the discovery of the murder
weapon along the route of the car chase, and the ski jacket in Bonnell’s car that
matched the description of the shooter’s jacket, was overwhelming. Coupled with
the 2009 DNA test that showed Bunner’s blood on the jacket, the trial court found
that “Bonnell’s case does not present this Court with a plausible claim of actual
innocence.”

{9 17} Bonnell appealed that decision.

A
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Law and Analysis

{9 18} If an eligible offender submits an application for DNA testing under
R.C. 2953.73, the prosecuting attorney must use “reasonable diligence” to
determine whether (1) biological material was collected from the crime scene or
{/ictim against which a sample from the offender may be compared, and (2) whether
the parent sample of that biological material still exists. ‘RC. 2953.75(A). In
exercising that diligence, the prosecuting attorney must rely on “all relevant
sources,” including but not limited to (1) all prosecuting authorities involved in the
case, (2) all law enforcément involved in the investigation, (3) all custodial agencies |
‘involved at any time with the biological material, (4) the custodians of the custodial
agencies, (5) all crime laboratories involved at any time with the biological
material, and (6) all other “reasonable sources.” Id. The prosecuting attorney must
prepare and file a report containing the required determinations. R.C. 2953.75(B).

{919} A court may accept an R.C. 2953.73 application for DNA testing
only if it determines that six conditions apply, two of which are central to this
appeal. First, the court must determine that biological material was collected from
the crime scene or the victim and that the parent sample still exists. R.C.
2953.74(C)(1). And second, a trial court may accept a DNA application only if it
determines that “if DNA testing is conducted and an exclusion result is obtained,
the exclusion result would be outcome determinative.” R.C.2953.74(C)(4). Inits
current form, the Revised Code defines “outcome determinative” to mean that, had
the testing been presented at trial and admitted into evidence, when considered
alongside the other evidence in the case, “there is a strong probability that no -
reasonable factfinder would have found the offender guilty of [the] offense or, if
the offender was sentenced to death relative to that offense, would have found the
offender guilty of the aggravating circumstance or circumstances the offender was
found guilty of committing and that is or are the basis of that sentence of death.”
R.C. 2953.71(L).

9
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Determination that testing would not be outcome determinative

{9 20} In this second proposition of law, Bonnell contends that the trial
court erred in its determination that he was not entitled to DNA testing (assuming
any materials exist for testing) because the results would not be outcome
determinative. For example, on the night of the murder, Bonnell was bar-hopping
‘with a friend named Joseph Egnor, a.k.a. Joseph Popil. Bonnell has suggested that
Popil may have been the actual shooter. Popil owned a red jacket with the words
“Devil’s Den” on the back. In his reply brief, Bonnell suggests that if testing of
Popil’s jacket revealed the victim’s blood, that result would be outcome
"determinative. But Bonnell’s application did not include a request to test Popil’s
jacket, and that matter is not before us.

{9 21} As for the items he did ask to have tested, we recognize that DNA
testing would not have changed the outcome of the trial. According to Bonnell, a
DNA test of his jacket would be strong evidence of his innocence if it detected no
trace of the victim’s blood. According to Birmingham, the shooter crouched over
Bunner after shooting him and punched him repeatedly. It stands to reason that the
assailant would have Bunner’s blood on his clothing. Therefore, Bonnell suggests,
DNA testing of his clothes that failed to detect the victim’s blood would make it
obvious that he could not have committed the crime. But the state’s forensic
witness testified at trial that Bunner’s blood was not on the jacket, so Bonnell
already had the opportunity to argue his innocence based on the absence of blood
evidence. Despite this evidence, the jury convicted him. A new test would not
strengthen his innocence claim. (The parties disagree over whether the detection
of Bunner’s blood on the jacket in 2009 resulted from more sophisticated testing
methods (the state’s position) or improper storage and cross-contamination
(Bonnell’s position), but that argument is ultimately not relevant, because the 2009

test results were not presented to the jury.)
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{9 22} The same is true with respect to evidence recovered from Bonnell’s
hands and his car: the jury convicted him despite the state’s inability to show
gunshot residue on his hands or blood in his car.

{9 23} The second DNA application also mentions a hair supposedly found
on a green pillow that was recovered from the scene. Trial testimony indicated that
the pillow had Bunner’s blood on it. The state ultimately withdrew it as an exhibit and
it was never offered into evidence. After trial, it was revealed that the investigating
officers found the pillow on the back porch, not inside the apartment, as had been
assumed at trial. But even assuming a DNA test proved that the hair did not belong
to Bonnell, it is unclear how this would be exculpatory, much less outcome
determinative.

{9 24} Bonnell’s claim that vomit may be outcome determinative is not well
taken. There is no evidence in the record to suggest that the vomit was ever
collected or stored, and therefore, it cannot be outcome determinative.

{9 25} Bonnell devotes the bulk of his brief to arguing what he believes to
be the weakness of the evidence against him, based largely on evidence disclosed
postconviction. But he fails to show that DNA testing, if performed, would yield a
result that would be outcome determinative. We therefore reject this second
proposition of law.

Due process

{9 26} In his first proposition of law, Bonnell asserts a due-process right to
challenge in the trial court the adequacy of the state’s search for the evidence. We
note that our appellate jurisdiction exists by virtue of R.C. 2953.72(A)(8), which
provides in relevant part that a capitally sentenced defendant may “appeal the
rejection” of an application for DNA testing to the supreme court, and that “no
determination otherwise made by the court of common pleas in the exercise of its
discretion regarding the eligibility of an offender or regarding postconviction DNA

testing under these provisions is reviewable by or appealable to any court.” By its
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plain terms, the statute limits our jurisdiction to a determination of whether or not
to grant DNA testing. We therefore cannot consider matters relating to the
adequacy of the state’s search for evidence.
Conclusion

{9 27} Because the statute limits our jurisdiction to reviewing the denial of
DNA testing by a trial court, we lack jurisdiction to entertain the first proposition
of law. With respect to the second proposition of law, Bonnell has failed to
demonstrate any of the evidence he sought to test could be outcome determinative
and therefore, this proposition is overruled. Accordingly, we affirm the judgment
of the trial court. |
Judgment affirmed.
O’CoNNOR, C.J.,, and KENNEDY, FRENCH, FISCHER, DEWINE, and

DEGENARO, JJ., concur.

Michael C. O’Malley, Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney, and
Christopher D. Schroeder, Assistant Prosecuting Attorney, for appellee.

Timothy Young, Ohio Public Defender, and Kimberly S. Rigby and Kandra
Roberts, Assistant Public Defenders, for appellant.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO
CRIMINAL DIVISION

STATE OF OHIO

Case No. CR-87-223820
Plaintiff, _

JUDGE TIMOTHY P. MCCORMICK
V. )
MELVIN BONNELL,
Defendant. .

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

On February 6, 2008, Defendant Melvin Bonnell filed an Application for DNA
Testing pursuant to R.C. 2953.71 through 2953.84. This Court has considered
Bonnell’s application, all supporting affidavits, and the documentary evidence
submitted, along with all files and records pertaining to the proceedings against
Bonnell in accordance with R.C. 2953.73(D). Upon review of all of the evidence in
this case, this Court denies defendant’s application for further DNA testing and
issues the following findings of fact and conclusions of law:

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. In the early morning hours of November 28, 1987, Robert Bunner was shot to
death by Melvin Bonnell. The incident happened in the victim’s kitchen at his
apartment at 5709 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, in front of his roommate,
Shirley Hatcher. After Bonnell shot the victim, Hatcher ran to a bedroom and
awoke Edward Birmingham who entered the kitchen and observed Bonnell on top of
the victim punching him in the face. Birmingham grabbed Bonnell and threw him

out of the apartment.

2. Within minutes, Cleveland Police arrested Melvin Bonnell following a high-speed
car chase that ended when Bonnell crashed his car into a funeral home. Officers
connected the two incidents based on the description provided by the victim’s
roommates, Hatch and Birmingham. Birmingham was taken to the hospital where




he identified Bonnell as the assailant. The gun used in the shooting was recovered
along the path Bonnell drove while being chased by the police.

3. Bonnell was indicted, and on February 22, 1988, his case proceeded to a jury
trial. The jury found Bonnell guilty of aggravated burglary with a firearm
specification, aggravated felony-murder with firearm and aggravated burglary
specifications, and aggravated murder with firearm and aggravated burglary
specifications. Following the sentencing phase, the jury unanimously recommended
that Bonnell be sentenced to death. On March 29, 1988, the trial court, the

Honorable Judge James McMonagle presiding, sentenced Bonnell to death on both
counts of aggravated murder,

4. Tn October of 2004, Bonnell filed a first application for post-conviction DNA
testing. See docket entry, 10/29/2004. This Court denied that application on October
21, 2005. See Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law issued 10/21/2005. This .
Court specifically found, based on then-Assistant Prosecutor Jon Oebker’s Report
pursuant to R.C. 2953.75, that "no parent sample exists for DNA testmg "Id., p. 10.
This Court thus found that " [w)here the statutory criteria * * * outlined in R.C.
9953.74 has not been met, this Court is required to reject the DNA application." Id.

5. Bonnell appealed this Court’s decision to both the Eighth District Court of
Appeals and the Supreme Court of Ohio. The Eighth District dismissed Bonnell's
appeal for lack of jurisdiction because R.C. 2953.73(E)(1) requires capital
defendants to appeal the denial of an application for DNA testing directly to the
Supreme Court. See State v. Bonnell, 8th Dist. Cuyahoga No. 87337, unreported
(Aug. 3, 2006). The Supreme Court, by a vote of 6-1, declined jurisdiction over
Bonnell’s discretionary appeal. See State v. Bonnell, 108 Ohio St.3d 1510, 2006-
Ohio-1329, 844 N.E.2d 855. The Supreme Court also unanimously declined
jurisdiction over Bonnell’s attempt to appeal the Eighth District’s dismissal of his
appeal to the lower court as well. State v. Bonnell, 112 Ohio St.3d 1420, 2006-Ohio-
6712, 859 N.E.2d 559.

6. On February 6, 2008, Bonnell filed a second Application for DNA Testing
pursuant to R.C. 2953.71 et. seq., seeking testing of all of the following items:
"Swabs and slides of blood recovered from the crime scehe [sic]; swabs and slides of
blood recovered from my hands, jacket and other clothes; vomit found in kitchen;
blood from my vehicle; hair on green pillow; plastic bags for gunshot residue; 1 or 2

guns recovered by Cleveland police." Defendant’s Application for DNA Testing, p. 2.

Bonnell also requested an evidentiary hearing on his application.Id., p. 27, 41.

A-15
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CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

7. A convicted inmate has no constitutional right to post-conviction review. See
State v. Steffen, 70 Ohio St.3d 399, 410, 639 N.E.2d 67 (1994) ("post-conviction state
collateral review itself is not a constitutional right, even in capital cases”).
Additionally, "the Supreme Court of the United States has declined to recognize a
freestanding constitutional right to post-conviction DNA testing." State v. Prade,
126 Ohio St.3d 27, 2010-Ohio-1842, 930 N.E.2d 287, *42, citing District Attorney's
Office for Third Judicial Dist, v. Osborne (2009), 129 S.Ct. 2308, 2323, 174 LEd.2d
38. Because a convicted inmate does not have a constitutional right to any post-
conviction proceedings, "[t]he right to file a post-conviction petition is a statutory
right, not a constitutional right." State v. Broom, 146 Ohio St.3d 60, 2016-Ohio-
1028, 51 N.E.3d 620, *28, citing State v. Calhoun, 86 Ohio St.3d 279, 281, 714
N.E.2d 905 (1999). A post-conviction petitioner "receives no more rights than those
granted by statute." Calhoun at 281.

8. Ohio’s post-conviction DNA testing statutes clearly establishes that an eligiblé
inmate has no right to a hearing on application for DNA testing. Specifically, R.C.
2953.78(D) provides: "The court is not required to conduct an evidentiary hearing in
conducting its review of, and in making its determination-as to whether to accept or

reject, the application.”

9. Accordingly, convicted inmates such as Bonnell have neither a constitutional nor
a statutory right to a hearing on an application for post-conviction DNA testing,
Instead, this Court may determine whether to grant or deny an application by
considering: "the application, the supporting affidavits, and the documentary
evidence and, in addition to those materials, shall consider all the files and records
pertaining to the proceedings against the applicant, including, but not limited to,
the indictment, the court's journal entries, the journalized records of the clerk of the
court, and the court reporter's transcript and all responses to the application filed
under division (C) of this section by a prosecuting attorney or the attorney
general[.]" See R.C. 2953.73(D).

10. R.C. 2953.74(C) provides that a trial court may only accept an eligible offender’s -

application for DNA testing if six factors are present:
. (1) The court determines pursuant to section 2953.75 of the Revised Code
that biological material was collected from the crime scene or the victim of
- the offense for which the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting the
DNA testing and that the parent sample of that biological material against
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which a sample from the offender can be compared still exists at that point in
time.
(2) The testing authonty determines all of the following pursuant to section
2953.76 of the Revised Code regarding the parent sample of the biological
material described in division (C)(1) of this section:
(2) The parent sample of the biological material so collected contains
scientifically sufficient material to extract a test sample.
(b) The parent sample of the biological material so collected is not so
minute or fragile as to risk destruction of the parent sample by the
extraction described in division (C)(2)(a) of this section; provided that
the court may determine in its discretion, on a case-by-case basis, that,
even if the parent sample of the biological material so collected is so
minute or fragile as to risk destruction of the parent sample by the
extraction, the application should not be rej ected solely on the basis of
that risk. .
(¢) The parent sample of the biological material so collected has not
degraded or been contaminated to the extent that it has become
scientifically unsuitable for testing, and the parent sample otherwise
has been preserved, and remains, in a condition that is scientiﬁcally
- suitable for testing.
(3) The court determines that, at the trial stage in the case in which the
offender was convicted of the offense for which the offender is an eligible
offender and is requesting the DNA testing, the identity of the person who
committed the offense was an issue.
(4) The court determines that one or more of the défense theories asserted by
the offender at the trial stage in the case described in division (C)(3) of this
section or in a retrial of that case in a court of this state was of such a nature
that, if DNA testing is conducted and an exclusion result is obtamed the
exclusion result will be outcome determinative.
(5) The court determines that, if DNA testing is conducted and an exclusion
result is obtained, the results of the testing will be outcome determinative
regarding that offender.
(6) The court determines pursuant to section 2953.76 of the Revised Code
from the chain of custody of the parent sample of the biological material to be
tested and of any test sample extracted from the parent sample, and from the
totality of circumstances.involved, that the parent sample and the extracted
test sample are the same sample as collected and that there is no reason to
believe that they have been out of state custody or have been tampered with
or contaminated since they were collected.
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11. If any of the factors is absent, the trial court "is precluded from accepting the
application." State v. Emerick, 170 Ohio App.3d 647, 650, 2007-Ohio-1334, 868
N.E.2d 742 (2d Dist.2007). "The statute does not prioritize the court’s obligations
and provides the trial court with discretion to find one criterion from R.C. 2953.74
" lacking so that other criteria need not be evaluated.” State v. Bunch, Tth Dist.
Mahoning No. 14 MA 168, 2015-Ohio-4151, *62.

12. This Court finds that Bonnell's Application fails to satisfy two different
requirements of R.C. 2953.74(C). First, under R.C. 2953.74(C)(1), the evidence
shows that a parent sample of any biological material, against which a sample from
Bonnell could be compared, does not still exist at that point in time, apart from the
already-tested jacket. "Parent sample" is defined in R.C. 2953.71(M) as "the
biclogical material first obtained from a crime scene or a.\'rictim of an offense for
which an offender is an eligible offender, and from which a sample will be presently
taken to do a DNA comparison to the DNA of the subject offender].}"

13. R.C. 2953.75(A) requires the Prosecuting Attorney "to use reasonable diligence '

to determine whether biological material was collected from the crime scene or
victim of the offense" and "whether the parent sample of that biological material
still exists at that point in time." Reasonable diligence is defined in R.C. 2953.71(Q)
as "a degree of diligence that is comparable to the diligence a reasonable person
would employ in searching for information regarding an important matter in the
person’s own life." Here, "[t]he burden is on the state; the prosecuting attorney is
required to use reasonable diligence relying on all relevant sources to determine if
the biological material still exists." State v. Ustaszewski, 6th Dist. Lucas No, L-05-
1226, 2006-Ohio- 329, *20.

14. The prosecution must then file a report with the trial court addressing the
existence and availability of the requested biological material. R.C. 2953.75(B). “1f
the court concludes, based upon the prosecution’s report, that the requested
biological evidence in fact no longer exists, the court may deny the applicant’s
request for DNA testing.” State v. Mayrides, 10th Dist. Franklin No. 07AP-658,
2008-0hio-2290, *6, citing R.C. 2953.74(C)(1).

15. This Court has reviewed and considered the Prosecuting Attorney’s Report
Pursuant to R.C. 2953.75(B), filed June 15, 2017. That report is 24 pages long. It is
accompanied by approximately 80 pages of exhibits (exclusive of cover pages),
including a 15-page affidavit submitted by Assistant Prosecutor Christopher
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Schroeder totaling 80 paragraphs. That affidavit discusses in detail the Prosecuting
Attorney’s efforts to locate any biological material in this case.

" 16. R.C. 2953.75 provides that in preparing such a report, "the prosecuting attorney
shall rely upon all relevant sources, including, but not limited to, all of the
following: '

(1) All prosecuting authorities in the case in which the offender was convicted
of the offense for which the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting
the DNA testing and in the appeals of, and post-conviction proceedings
related to, that case; °

(2) All law enforcement authorities involved in the investigation of the
offense for which-the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting the
DNA testing;

(3) All custodial agencies involved at any time with the biological material in
question; . :

(4) The custodian of all custodial agencies described in division (A)(3) of this
section; ' '

(5) All crime laboratories involved at any time with the biological material in
question; '

(6) All other reasonable sources."

. 17. The Prosecuting Attorney’s Report in this case complies with all requirements of
this statute. The report demonstrates that the Prosecuting Attorney relied upon
trial prosecutors Rick Bombik and Donald Butler, appellate prosecutors L.

- Christopher Frey, Jon Oebker, and Matthew Meyer, several searches of the
inventory of the property room in the Prosecutor’s Office, one physical search of that
room, and searches the storage areas in the basement and 25th floor of the
Cuyahoga County Justice Center. This satisfies R.C. 2953.75(A)(1).

18. The Prosecuting Attorney’s report demonstrates that he relied upon information
received from former Homicide Detectives Jack Bornfeld and Anthony Zalar, as well
as current Homicide Detective Joselito Sandoval. The Prosecuting Attorney
initiated a search the Cleveland Police Forensic Lab. He also initiated several
checks of the Cleveland Police Property Room. Although the Prosecuting Attorney’s
Report contains some information as to the chain of custody of the evidence at the
time of trial, there is no evidence that indicates any of those items are in existence
or still in the possession of the Cleveland Division of Police 30 years later. This
satisfies the Prosecuting Attorney’s obligations under R.C. 2953.75(A)(2).
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19. The Prosecuting Attorney’s report demonstrates that he relied upon the
Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office as the custodial agency involved with
the biological material in this case. The Prosecuting Attorney prompted separate
searches of the Medical Examiner’s Office by both Curtiss Jones, the Supervisor of
the Trace Evidence Department, and Dr. Nasir Butt, the DNA Supervisor and
Technical Manager. From Mr. Jones, the Prosecuting Attorney learned that the
Medical Examiner's Office is in possession of four items in relation to Bonnell’s case:

« 7 autopsy microslides from the victim, Robert Bunner,

+ 4 swabs from Bonnell’s maroon and tan jacket,

+ 1 swab from an autopsy microslide, and -

* the marocon and tan jacket.
This satisfies R.C. 2953.75(A)(3).

20. The Prosecuting Attorney’s report documents that he spoke with Dr. Thomas P.
Gilson, M.D., the Medical Examiner of Cuyahoga County and the custodian of the
Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office as defined under R.C. 2953.71(E). Dr.
Gilson conducted his own search of the Medical Examiner’s Office file and concluded
that there was no additional evidence in the Medical Examiner’s possession apart
from the items Mr. Jones had already mentioned. This satisfies the Prosecuting
Attorney’s obligations under R.C. 2953.75(A)(4).

21. The Prosecuting Attorney’s report documents that he relied upon information
from all crime laboratories involved at any time with the biological material in
question. Specifically, he spoke to representatives of both the Cuyahoga County
Medical Examiner’s Office and the DNA Diagnostics Center, the only two agencies
who are known to have conducted any testing on any biological evidence in this
case. In addition, Dr. Lewis Maddox, DNA Technical Leader at the Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation (BCI) in Richfield, Ohio, also checked BCI’s LIM computer
system and card catalogue system and found no evidence that BCI was ever
involved in Bonnell's case in any way. This satisfies R.C. 2953.7 5(A)(5).

22. The Prosecuting Attorney’s report establishes that he also relied upon all other
reasonable sources. These included the Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts’ Office,
the Eighth District Court of Appeals, the Ohio Attorney General's Office, the Court
Reporters Department, the Cuyahoga County Archives Building on Franklin
Boulevard, the Western Reserve Historical Society, the transcripts of Bonnell's 1988
trial, and various police reports and other documentation in Bonnell’s case. The
Court finds that this satisfies the requirement of "[a]ll other reasonable sources”
under R.C. 2953.75(A)(6).
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23. In sum, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Report establishes that the only evidence
collected from the crime scene or from Bonnell in this case was his jacket, the
murder weapon, his clothing, two .25 caliber shell casings from the victim’s
apartment, Bonnell’s car, and a green pillow/cushion from the victim’s apartment.
With the exception of the jacket, however, that evidence cannot be located. Bonnell
therefore cannot show that a parent sample of any biological material exists at this
point in time. There is thus nothing for Bonnell to test, and his application fails the
first criteria for acceptance under R.C. 2953.74(C)(1).

24, Additionally, this Court further finds that-even-if-any-of the-above-listed-items - -

did still exist, Bonnell cannot demonstrate that the results of any additional DNA
testing would be outcome determinative under R.C. 2953.74(C)(5) in light of the
overwhelming evidence of his guilt.

25. "Outcome determinative" means that "there is a strong probability that no
reasonable factfinder would have found the offender guilty" had the results been
presented at trial. R.C. 2953.71(L). Here, it is Bonnell who bears the burden of
proof.'"The burden to establish that the DNA test results would have been 'outcome
determinative’ is on the inmate submit'ting the application. R.C. 2953.74(B). Unless
the inmate meets that burden, the trial court is statutorily precluded from -
accepting the inmate’s post-conviction application for DNA testing." State v.
Caoulley, 10th Dist. Franklin No. 09AP- 172, 2009-0hio-5801,*16.

26. Because Bonnell cannot show that any additional DNA testing would be
outcome- determinative, this Court can deny his application on that basis alone.
The legislative intent of Ohio’s post-conviction DNA testing statutes, and
specifically R.C. 2953.73, was to provide trial courts with "considerable discretion
and wide latitude" in considering an application for DNA testing. See State v.
Buehler, 113 Ohio St.3d 114, 2007-Ohio-1246, 863 N.E.2d 124, *31. "For example, if
a trial court decided that a DNA test exclusion result would not be outcome-
determinative, the court would have no obligation to accept the application and
would have no need for a prosecuting attorney to prepare and file a DNA evidence
report pursuant to R.C. 2953.75." Id.

27. The following evidence introduced at trial and through the documentary
evidence submitted in this case establishes that Bonnell was the person who
murdered Robert Bunner:

» Shirley Hatch, Bunner’s roommate, testified that she saw Bonnell shoot

Bunner.
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+ Edward Birmingham, Bunner’s other roommate, testified that immediately
after the shooting, he saw Bonnell on top of Bunner’s body striking Bunner in
the face. Birmingham grabbed Bonnell and forcibly threw him out of the
apartment.

» Shortly after the shooting, Cleveland Police Officers Emenlo Montalyo and
Thomas Jesionowski saw a blue car being driven backwards on the street
near the victim’s apartment with its headlights off. The officers attempted to
stop the car, and a high-speed chase ensued. The chase ended when the
driver lost control of the blue car and crashed into a funeral chapel. The
officers immediately removed the griver from the vehicle and placed him on
the ground. Both officers testified at trial that Bonnell was the driver and
sole occupant of the blue car. ' ’

+ Both Hatch and Birmingham immediately provided officers with a
description of the shooter that the officers recognized as being consistent with
Bonnell

"+ At the hospital later that night, Birmingham 1dent1ﬁed B0m1ell as the
assailant.

* Police found a .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun, later identified as Bonnell s,
on the street along the route of the chase, approximately one half-block away
from where Bonnell had crashed his car, and in the area where Bonnell first
lost control of the vehicle. Test casings fired from the gun matched spent
bullet casings found at the scene, and the test bullets fired from the gun were
consistent with the bullets removed from Bonnell's body.

* Police found a tan and maroon ski jacket inside Bonnell's car after the
crash. Both Hatch and Birmingham described the shooter as wearing a tan
and maroon ski jacket.

+ Bonnell’s own alibi witness, Joey Pop1l contradmted Bonnell’s story as to
what happened that night, identifying Bonnell as the man driving the blue
1980 Chevrolet Malibu, wearing the gray and maroon jacket, and in
possession of the .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun.

» DNA testing done in by the DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC) in 2009
revealed that the victim’s blood was on Bonnell's jacket.

28. The Supreme Court of Ohio held in Bonnell’s direct appeal that the evidence of '
his guilt was "overwhelming." State v. Bonnell, 61 Ohio St.3d 179, 183,.573 N.E.2d
1082 (1991). The Supreme Court reached that conclusion even without the benefit of
the 2009 DNA testing proving that the victim’s blood was on Bonnell’s jacket.
Especially in light of that testing, Bonnell’s case does not present this Court with a
plausible claim of actual innocence.
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929, This Court therefore finds that Bonnell cannot demonstrate a "strong '
probability that no reasonable factfinder" would have found him guilty at trial with
more DNA testing. R.C. 2953.71(L). His application therefore fails to demonstrate
that any additional testing would be outcome-determinative, as required under R.C.

2953.74(C)(5).

CONCLUSION

33. For the foregoing reasons, this Court hereby finds two separate and independent
reasons that compel the rejection of Bonnell’s application:
a. The prosecuting attorney has used reasonable diligence, but there is no
evidence to suggest that any biological material in this case still exists at that
point in time for testing under 2953.74(C)(1) apart from the gray and maroon
jacket. '
b. Bonnell has failed to demonstrate that the results of any additional DNA
testing would be outcome-déter‘minative under R.C. 2953.74(C)(5) in light of
the overwhelming evidence of his guilt.

34. Accordingly, this Court hereby denies the application without a hearing.

IT IS SO QRPERED.
DATE: £[i4lia

f
/

HY P. MCCORMICK
Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas

A -23

. ———— e e -



IN TI—IE C@UR@QF& COMMON PLEAS
CUYAHOGA C‘OUNTY OHIO

STATE OF OHIO, 20 405 -1y A % 3y CaseNo, CR-223820
Plaintiff, b E EFUERST
;.- eivLTH (_,B{JRT
Vs, AHOGA Co UHT Y Judge Timothy McCormick
MELVIN BONNELL, : DEATH PENALTY CASE
Defendant. | : ORDER FOR DNA TESTING

Upon the representation of counsel for the State of Ohio that Bonnell’s jacket is available
for DNA analysis and is located in the Eighth District Clerk’s Office files, the court hereby
orders that this item be tested for DNA identification by the DNA Diagnostic Center (DDC),
DNA Technology Park, One DDC Way, Fairfield, OH 45014. Upon representation of both
counsel and DDC, all DNA testing for this case will be done at no cost to the parties.

Accordingly, the Court hereby orders that the Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts shall |
deliver the box containing the aforementioned jacket, which is maintained as part of the record of
this case, to the Cuyahoga County Coroner. It is further ordered that upon receipt of the jacket
from the clerk of courts, the Cuyahoga County Coroner shall (1) documient the condition of the
evidence as it would in the ordinary course of its businesé, taking all reasonable and necessary
precautions to prevent contamination and spoliation of the evidence and preservation of the chain
of custody of the evidence, (2) prepare the evidence for shipment to DDC, taking all reasonable
and necessary precautions to prevent contamination and spoliation of the evidence and
preservation of the chain of custody of the evidence, and (3) ship the evidence to DNA
Diagnostic Center (DDC), DNA Technology Park, One DDC Way, Fairfield, OH 45014.

Counsel for the State of Ohio is continuing to search for other evidence related to the

above-captioned case. Materials found, if any, are subject to further order of this Court.

APPENDIX C A-24
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It is also ordered that the Cuyahoga County Coroner shall inspect its records concerning
this case, and determine if it possesses any remaining sample of biological material from the
body of victim Robert Eugene Bunner, Coroner’s Case No. 199612, Aﬁtopsy No. M-56190, and
if so, promptly inventory such evidence and provide to the Court and counsel for both parties
such inventory, documenting the condition and location of such evidence, as well as its
suitability for DNA testing.

Counsel for Melvin Bonnell shall promptly deliver to DDC a DNA sample consisting of
an oral swab taken from the mouth of Mr. Bonnell for comparison purposes. It is further ordered
that the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction shall provide counsel for Mr. Bonnell
whatever medical assistance is necessary for obtaining a swab of Mr. Bonnell’s DNA.

It is also ordered that upon receipt of the evidence item to be tested, the aforementioned
jacket, DDC shall document the evidence using its routine procedures for preservation of chain
of custody. DDC is ordered to examine the evidence and perform standard STR DNA testing in
accordance with its established and customary procedures for conducting such testing.

Counsel for both parties is to report the results gf the analyses ‘promptiy.

Era e

Date ¥ J u'dgk Timothy McCormick

CR2Z3820

APPROVED: _
Z . Bonnedl

i)
Assistant Proseeufing Attorney

by Folophoons
o S e S

Attorney for Defendair
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. . ., Yovenber 26th,1987

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION . D
' ’ Time _10:554M _
The following is the statement of "HIRI‘L‘Y MARTE HATCH Age
Race w1ite  gex FeT”“@OB@&ntalStatus Ben . Addressmes S
“city Cleveland, StateOhio. Phone _none Zip Code 44113
Employed at _19 Address , City
State Phone .. Regarding the arrest of _MELVTE ROMNELL
on the charge of Murder
Name SHIRTZY HATCY . ' -
f 1 have ¥nown ROBERT EUGENE BUNNER since Cctober of last vear, I call

) ks L Ul wiclreos of GENE, DDOTL BIRMINGHAM also lives with me at my

3 r:}:;krtn'.m';t I hiwve been only living in the apariment for about a month.
shout fwo  wvewsks aro HOBERDY DUFRLER told me that he did not have any plauace
to ntoy g0 me and KDDIY BIRMINCHAM let RO JENER stay in our apartment.

J‘.nJ.LlJ this morping, it must have been around 3:304H in the morning ne
and Guils we laying in bed in the livingroom and we were talking, GINE ig a
vointen and hoe waa tc.ll:n.ng me _that he wasn't going to work this morning.
SDD1% LilnILutl was. in 4 Toom off the kitchen slepping in the bedroom.
& __~he next thing that I heard was that there was a knock on the rear door = .
/ rhich ie Yy the Htchen, T ot oubt of the bed and I walked to the kitchen doox
& nd I oawled ubo is was. The man thut was outside .on the back porch said he
3 rnrme vag CHLWLES and he mentioned a last bomwe but T can't recall it, I didn't
4 ___asked vhat thie man wanted snd I walked into the living room snd I told GIENIL .
5 \:u-\'l there vus o CHARLIE somebody at the back door. GENE told me that he
6 mould hondle dt. GHENME pob up out of bed and he put his panbs on and he wolked
g
g

-

<

g

Z__ _to thr yesr kibtchen door. The puy outbside on the back porch mentioned his name
appin. o»F this Gime I was standing behid GENE GINE then ovened up the door
sud the suy thol was oubside on the rear porch walked into the kitchen and

he then cloacd the door. CGIIY was getiing ready o say something to this man
{ snd the mun callod BINS a MOMILR FUCKLLR. I didn't see the gun but the next thing
2 that T hesrd wog a vop like from a cap pistol und then GENYE stumbled backwards
32 end _he Jnocked the kitchen table'over and then he fell to the flooxr, The man
A thet shot (END was sbill standing in Gthe Xilbchen and he was still calling
Iy Gultl o hunch of dn.ru,y names. L ran into EDDIE BIBMINGHAM bedroom and I finally
& ot him up and I bold him that GENE was shot, I hid in the closet in EDDIL
\F_ BIRLIWGEMT bedroom, The next thinp that I heard wag the man. that shot GENE
b4 taine o the bedroom door that I was in and he began knocking on the door, I
‘g Jmcw that this man had to be high or something because the bedroom door was
o unloclkad and the man could.have walked in, Thig man said let me. in there or
L I awm blowing the fucking door down. Thats when EDDIE BIRMINGHAM pot up. In
2 the meantime the man must have walked away from the bedroom door and then I
4  neurd a couple more shobs. When EDDIN BIRMINGHAM got up and walked into the
1/ - Yitchen, I ot out of the bedroom closeb .and I ran out of the apartment to
% the luodie ocrose the halls apartment., I went through the front door. I did pay.
A any attention to what was moing on in the kitchen. When T heard the first shot
4 fired ,md (.r A L1l To the floor he was laying by the bathroom door off the .

F

g~

e kitehen. When T come buclk into the apartment after IMS arrived, GeMNE was lay—
319 Jn by | l.m, door that leads to.the back porchs I didn(t know how FiNi;pot there.
Q. 1o TG told me that when he went into the kitchen that the guy was

z[_ buu,n.nr orr Gili end-that -GELLE vas already dead or knocked Oub. When & was

2 _acrosg the hall at the ladies house, EDDIE walked to the front door of our

(2 snartment snd the man that did the shootbinp, was standing right by LDDIE, |

‘f T did comc out of the apurtrent where L calied the police from, but ister EDDIE |
ry told ne that he Through the man down the stairs, Later I found out that GENE

té. had died. I mever say this man before that did the ghooting. -
S > . >
YES

Q. Do you care to add anything further to your statement at this time? A.

Q. Afler havnm> re thQstaLe ent IS it the trut%%%’/ A. >/LO S
Signed Y \ //M/ Vi - 442

Witness Dat. Tohn Forithen ot MY 7 L Det.# _1597
' J S 7

Witness £ Det.#
// / '
Taken by ___Det . Mc¥ihben A 2¥ Det.# 1597
Statement taken at Homicide Office ) Date ++=2 8—-87hmc 1:20AM

CGFCH-.’JG&
K.




the continued statement of SIOIRIEY ILRTCH 11-28-87 at ll:?EMH

1, T don't even Ymow whyy this mon_shot GEﬁE; The only thing that this men said
7. was that he was calling GLLE a Jot of dirly names.

fipet in the kitchen and CENE answered the door, how many
~shots did you heard fired. ? _ i
E. Cn-thie time I only heard one shot and then GINE fell to the floor. Later

“wmile I vos in the bedroom, 1 heard a couple more shots, put 1 dodn'®

~Ynown whet the men vas shooting at. ’
T Can you degoribe the clothingg that the man was wearing that shot GENE? X

Eb\n ner was
<

¢, Then you were

.

Y T (STEY
P

-

T thiulk thot he hod jeans op and The man was wearing a gray and maroon |

o white mele in bis latve 20's, The man wWas Ci”
from The way thab they were standing: - !
38 1i¥e blonde Hair and the haiy was down

coloved i jacket, He was
mavoes sn inch taller than GilE
The mon had & mustache and he h
fo.his necke )

Can you tell us how far the m

Ll PN B I e
LT+ bt

an was standiﬁg from GEBE when he shot him?

b

/. fe I was less than three feeb. ;
2 (. Iz therc acything else that you can recall aboub this incident? '
S, A. Thats about it. :

4. 4. Fave you wead the above statement and is it the truth.

5, . ,\//79'_&“ | GIGNED: O Q&% %Mﬁ

. / P
ﬂé;:ctiVQ HeKibben at the Homicide Office ab 14:55AM

Typed oy
/

A - 28
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

STATE OF OHIO,

Plaintiff-Respondent,
» Case No. CR-223820
-VS-
MELVIN BONNELL,
Defendant-Petitioner : HON. TIMOTHY McCORMICK

EXHIBIT A

STATE OF OHIO
: SS:

COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

I, RICHARD F. WALSH, after being duly cautioned and sworn according to law, hereby
state as follows:

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Ohio (SC#0034123)
2. [ represented Melvin Bonnell, Jr. in his capital trial in Case No. CR-223820.
3. Mr. Bonnell was convicted of aggravated murder with specifications and

sentenced to death by a jury.

4, After Mr. Bonnell’s conviction and sentence, I no longer represented Mr.
Bonnell.
'5."  'Laurence E. Komp, Esq., Mr. Bonnell’s post-conviction attorney, requested me

to review police records, marked as Post-conviction Exhibits A, B, H, K, L, O, S, T, X, CC,
GG, HH, KK, NN, PP, WW, XX, DDD, and EEE, he had obtained in the course of

investigating Mr. Bonnell’s post-conviction petition.
~

6. The information contained in the records was not disclosed to ‘me by the
prosecutor before or during Mr. Bonnell's trial. ‘

7. The records contain information which would have been helpful to me when
I represented Mr. Bonnell.

A-29




8. For instance, one of the records forwarded to me by Mr. Komp, a police report
marked as Post-conviction Exhibit Q, indicated that Edward Birmingham was too intoxicated
to give a statement to the police immediately following the alleged murder. This information
would have been helpful in defending Mr. Bonnell on a number of levels.

a) First, although an attempt was made to challenge the credibility of
Birmingham by questioning him regarding the amount he drank, he vehemently denied
‘that he was intoxicated when he allegedly witnessed the homicide. The police report
would have been instrumental in establishing that Birmingham had drunk too much,
his testimony to the contrary. This information would have impeached his testimony
as to other matters: i) Birmingham had lied about his drinking and therefore was-
capable of lying about other matters; and, ii) the mere fact that he was drunk affected
his ability to accurately recall the events.

b) Second, the police report provided evidence which would have been the
basis of a suppression motion regarding Birmingham’s out-of-court identification of
Mr.Bonnell. The totality of the circumstances clearly shows that Birmingham’s out-
of- court identification was unduly suggestive: he was too intoxicated at the time of
the show-up; he was told by police that he was being taken to see the suspect; and
he was shown only one (1) person, Mr. Bonnell, who was lying on a gurney under
guard at the hospital.

9. The other records forwarded to me by Mr. Komp, marked as Post-conviction
Exhibits A, B, H, K, L, O, S, T, X, CC, GG, HH, KK, NN, PP, WW, XX, DDD, and EEE,
contain numerous pieces of helpful information.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

(¢ wm&ﬁ«é

Y RICHARD F. WALSH' (#0034123)

Swotn and subscribed in my presence this A%day of June, 1997.

M (d T agsde

Notary PuBlic
NANCY A THOMASCIK

NOTARY PUBLIC - State of Ohio, Cuya. Cty
My Commission Expires June 13, 1998

A-30
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO
STATE OF OHIO,
Plaintiff-Respondent,
Case No. CR-223820
~VS-
MELVIN BONNELL,
Defendant-Petitioner : : HON. TIMOTHY McCORMICK
EXHIBIT A
STATE OF OHIO
SS:
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

[, WILLIAM T. McGINTY, after being duly cautioned and sworn according to law, hereby
state as follows:

1. Iam an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Ohio (SC#0009285)

2. I represented Melvin Bonnell, Jr. in his capital trial in Case No. CR-223820.

3. Mr. Bonnell was convicted of aggravated murder with specifications and
sentenced to death by a jury.

4. After Mr. Bonnell’s conviction and sentence, I no longer represented Mr.
Bonnell. '

5. Laurence E. Komp, Esq., Mr. Bonnell’s post-conviction attorney, requested me

to review police records, marked as Post-conviction Exhibits A, B, H, K, L, 0, S, T, X, CC,
GG, HH, KK, NN, PP, WW, XX, DDD, and EEE, he had obtained in the course of
investigating Mr. Bonnell’s post-conviction petition. .

6.  The information contained in the records was not disclosed to me by the
prosecutor before or during Mr. Bonnell’s trial.

7. The records contain information which would have been helpful to me when
[ represented Mr. Bonnell.
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8. For instance, one of the records forwarded to me by Mr. Komp, a police report

- marked as Post-conviction Exhibit Q, indicated that Edward Birmingham was too intoxicated

to give a statement to the police immediately following the alleged murder. This information
would have been helpful in defending Mr. Bonnell on a number of levels.

a) First, although an attempt was made to challenge the credibility of
Birmingham by questioning him regarding the amount he drank, he vehemently denied
that he was intoxicated when he allegedly witnessed the homicide. The police report
would have been instrumental in establishing that Birmingham had drunk too much,
his testimony to the contrary. This information would have impeached his testimony
as to other matters: 1) Birmingham had lied about his drinking and therefore was -
capable of lying about other matters; and, ii) the mere fact that he was drunk affected
his ability to accurately recall the events.

b) Second, the police report provided evidence which would have been the
basis of a suppression motion regarding Birmingham’s out-of-court identification of
Mr.Bonnell. The totality of the circumstances clearly shows that Birmingham’s out-
of- court identification was unduly suggestive: he was too intoxicated at the time of
the show-up; he was told by police that he was being taken to see the suspect; and
he was shown only one (1) person, Mr. Bonnell, who was lying on a gurney under
guard at the hospital.

9. The other records forwarded to me by Mr. Komp, marked as Post-conviction
Exhibits A, B, H, K, L, O, S, T, X, CC, GG, HH, KX, NN, PP, WW, XX, DDD, and EEE,
contain numerous pieces of helpful information.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH GHT.

WILLIAM T. MCGINTY(#0009285)

Sworn and subscribed in my presence this HAday of % 1997.

Docusdy Yoo

Notary Publicl

DQRQTHY L. U'AMICO, Notary Publis
State of Ohis, Cuyahoga County
My Commission Expiras Eoh, 2, 2002
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AED BODY SUSPECTED

OMICIDE ARREST/CONF
BJECT or CRIME

" EXHIBIT

OSU *PLEMENIARY RKPEYOK]

II‘II_JVM‘IT CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTHMENT -,

DATE OF THIS REPORT NOV. 28, 1987 87 080470

IPANY OR OWNER B
%, (0}7/ 2
S B

. ADDRESS PHONE

AGE | SEX | RACE

M-5

rIM {}NN ,. ADDRESS PHONE

9BERT LUGENE BUNNER S U NONL 231 M | W S
JHESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE T "ZONE

709 BRIDGE AVE UP KITCHELR /HOME 299

I OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK

pprox. 0235 Hrs. NOVEMBER 28, 1987 SATURDAY

‘URED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
SOVERED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE

el or [ eace nerore. ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION -~ roLLowur EroRT [

On Baturday Nov. 28, 1987, while assigned to car 8151, in company
with Det. Zalar, recelved a call from Police Radio of 5709 Bridge Ave.
meet car 211 on a victim of =a homncmde. This assignment was received
at C345 Hrs, -

Arrived at 5709 Bridge. Ave met with the following officers, car
25% LT. TOROK, in charge of the district cars, 211. P.0'S STANCZYK #
1677, KUKULA # 1e42, investigating officers. car 212, P.0.'S JESIONOWSKI
# 2187 MONTALVO # 1246 5.I.U. car 277, DET. MATUSZNY # 1569. Also
car 214 P.O, 'S WATSH # 1682 and BROWN 150? together 1nvest1gated

VICTIM ROBERT EUGENE
residing at s :
172796. This male has a ord wlth this department .
for the following; 6.T.0. 83-86, 5 C of C 83~87, .R.S.P.
198%,.D.C.I. 1984, D.C. 1985, Thls male was conveyed to
Lutheran Hospital with a GSW:to the chest. He was conveyed
by E.M.S. #3. The victim was dréssed in blue jockey type
shorts only. Viewed the body at ILutheran Hospital, he

had 1, GSw to the left side of the chest, there was a
treatment lederation of the left side of the chest.

Check of the victim at S.I.U. 'Det. ALLEN,~reveals this
male has a record with our department, attached is his
face sheet. Check of the Record rool reveals the above
record on this male, PER PAYTHRESS. Checked the W&S Unit
PER. RINALDI, No Wants. _

NOTIFICATION PATRICIA ALELANDLR W-F—45, b.0.B

ospital staff informed her that her son explred

Victim was pronounced at Lutheran Hospltal by Dr. MOYSANKO
at 0430 Hrs. He was received at the morgue by ATT. HOLSTEIN
conveyed by C&A Ambulance Service, the victim was 73 Inches
179 Ibs. This male had no property and his clothing was

a pair of blue shorts.

DET. HAYES AND éALAR

MORGUE

A - 33 N cCOF C7I 10 o
/J{ ‘/y“/ /&,{ Third =
CLEAR [TJRAIG . ) 1 ) AU R r}s‘? ) on SCENE
ATHER CLOUDY [TIsNOwW TEMP 4L ° yino 8B 11 %] LR R ;ﬁ VAT REOIECT E N /




DEAD BODY SUSPECTED. SUYPLEMENITAKRY K’ YUK I

HOMICIVE/ARREST/CONFINEN.wT  CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMEN COMPLAINT No.
JBJECT or CRIME _ DATE OF THIS REPORT NOV. 28, 1987 87"080470
JMPANY OR OWNER - : ©+  ADDRESS " PHONE AGE | SEX | RACE | it
CTiM _ADDRESS PHONE .
HQBLRT LUGENE bULhLd ; : sl NONE 25 | M| W |8
JDRESS OF OCCURRENCE ' TYPE OF PLACE ZONE
5709 BRIDGE AVlIs. } KITCHEN/HCOML A “212
A& OF OCCURRENCE X DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK
APPROX. 0235 HRS. ROVEMBER 28, 1987 SATURDAY -
CURED BY . ADDFZ__.ESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
SCOVERED BY . ADDR%SS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
GE_2_ or—‘_é. PAGE REPORT. ORIGINAL TLVLOSTIGATION " FOLLOW-UP REPORT [ ]
. ) I
s MELJERoROUNETT, LKL PEANUTS, W-1-29, D.O.B.%
S SEN P.D. 149685. This male is confined
3 at EUYH (05PLTAL. This to be explained in the Invest-
section of this report. Checked at the W&S Unit, not vanted
PER. RINALDI, Check at S.I.U. DEI. ALLAN, rap sheet is
attached to th:s report. Record room reveals that this
male was an Escapee in 1977, 2 Agg. Rdberys in 1977 and
- 1981, CCW in 1977, Kidnapping on 1977. PER. PAYTHRESS,

- Bt - —1% shonld be-noted—at-this-point that this male was very
intoxicated or under the influence of drugs while at the
hospital, he could not talk, there came a tiie that he was
able to mumble a name and audress. This was the address
of Yis father, he was interviewed later. This male was
taken to IQC.U. and a detail was established.

This male was injured in a auto accident this will be
explained in the investigation of this report.
LUTO ' 1980 Chev. 4 Dr. Light Blue in color, Oth Iic. 325 GSD
TOWED VIN. 1 404616, this v, listed to one, RONALD

SMITH, ¥ v this male is a mail
man 8ss T Hopkins. -He informed us
that he last seen his vehicle at the driveway at his home
at 1830 Hrs. He then drove to work in his girlfriends car
he was not aware that his brother had his vehicle untill
he was informed by us. Hé then told us that his brother
has keys to his home and his keys were on a stand in the
kitchen. This vehicle was involved in an accident at %929
Lorain Ave. Towed from the scene assigned VIU # 37097.
This vehicle is to be processed by S.I.U.

xPOu USED There was two casings recovered at 5709 Bridge in the .
apartment of the victim, they were taken by P.O. WALSH.
after they were photographed by DET NaTUSZNY. He entered
them in the property book at the second district, they
were signed for by members of 8151, conveyed to *he hom-
icide office and entered in the property book. The are
described as .25 Cal. casings. The weapon was NOT recovered

)FT H.[‘Y}::S ZALAR Zat 'this 'time. A 3—4 COFC71'—19

ZZ}”?@JA/W‘ g || E %(z/ /ﬁ///

ATHER %CLEAR [} RAIN IV s= 11 [ TJA L. ;\l 76D~ [Tlon scENE

cLouDY DSNOW TEMF’ } WIND 18 LU NOT REQUESTED




,_['.'TCIDL/ARREbT/CONFIl\IE{Uﬁlq{ Pl Vi LN AN N E T WVR

i CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT COMPLAINT o,
BJECT or CRIME - s ) DATE OF THIS REPORT NOV,.28 . 1987 87-080470
APANY OR OWNER o ADDRE_ESS IR ’ PHONE ) AGE | SEX | RACE | ms
TIM ' ) ‘ Aoohaes, — PHONE ' 1
ROBERT EUGENE BUNUEEx NONE 231 M| v S
JRESS OF OCCURRENCE ¥ ZONE
5709 BRIDGE AVE KITCHEN/HOME | 212
E OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OE WEEK
APPROX, 0255 Hrs. NOVEMBLR 28, 1987 SATURDAY
;URED BY : ADDRESS . PHONE TIME DAY DATE
COVERED BY o ADDBESS . ‘ PHONE - TIME DAY . DATE
sE__B or:_;é_ PAGE REFORT. ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION - . FOLLOW-UP REPORT [ ]
STOLEN There was nothing stolen or reported stolen at this time.
EVIDENCE Two (2) casings recovered at the scene, .25 Cal. These

were entered into the homicide property book. These are
to be compaired with the weapon at the time of Tecovery.
These were recovered by P.O. WALSH, he entered them in
the property book at the second d1 trlct, signed for by
¢car 8L51. .

- Photos taken by DET. “ATU&ANY on car 2779 a total of
12 was taken. -

1980 Chev. Ohio Lic. 325 G8D, this was towed after the
suspect wrecked the veblcle at 3929 Lorain Ave.

- 1 Maroon and Gray ski Jacket this was recovered in the
198C Chev. by membérs of car 212. g

e -+ ...  _Green vinyl pillow recovered _an.the bhack noreh of the .  __
victims home. This had blood on same it was conveyed to
the morgue for testing. .

WITNESSESS SHIRLEY HATCH W-F-31, D.O.B. % o residing at¥§

L ) No' Phone. This female in ormed us that at app~

rs. there was a knock at the door, she stated
that she was. in the bed with the victim, she got out of
bed and started to thé back door that is located in the
kitchen, she was followed by the vickim. He told her not
to open the door without knowing who is there. He then ask
through the door WHO IS THERE? There was a voice that replie
CHARLES. He opened the door and a male came into the kit-
chen wearing a MAROON AND GRAY SKI JuCKET. He then shot
the victim two (2) times. She ran into a bed room that
is located off the living room and woke up her brother,
this male EDVARD BIRMINGHAM, came out of the bedroom and
went to the aid of the v1ct1m. Lt the time they arrived
back in the kitchen the suspect was on top of the victim,
BIRMINGHAM pulled. the suspect of f the victim and pushed
him out the door. 3& Jsent on to say that she had never

. HAYES,ZALAR 8een the suspect pror tonight. coFcTI~10,.,

TING ICERS PLATOON CAR APPROVED B (
72 n
}jﬁ %&/‘,&«/J /9,4 Third) 815 M M
THER Q‘ELEA.?“. Q.R.AJN ..... hh o N~ oA [ 1A LU REQUESTED M on.crrNre




LU Dk /BRRESL/COLFIHDEBATT Y LEMEINTARY REPOURT

CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT | COMPLAINT No.

'BJECT or CRIME : w8 ‘o _bATE OF THis RerORT _ UV, 28, 19871 87-080470
MPANY OR OWNER ¥ R ADDRESS PHONE - AGE | SEX | RAce e
TiM T i " :PHONE . ' '
ROBERT EUGELE BUNKER ~ NONE : 23 M Wils
5RESS OF GCCURRENCE TVYPE OF PLACE — - ’ - : ZONE
5709 BRIDGE AVE KITCHEN/HOME ' _ 212
E OF OCCURRENCE R : DATE OF OGCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK
APPROX 0235 Hrs. ROVENBER 28, 1987 : . OATURDAY
{URED BY ADDRESS S : PHONE - TIME DAY DATE
ZOVERED BY ) N — AbDRESS . . PHONE TIME DAY DA-TE
e Y4 or . ace nerort, ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION _FoLLOW-UP REPORT [T
ggggﬁSSESS HeTCH, During the interview with this female she was up-

set and intox icated, we advised her that someone would
be at her home later this morning to take a statement
from her: She is the girlfriend of the victim,

EDVARD BIRMINGHAM W-M~32, D.O.B. 4§ this male is
staying at the home of HATCH, he is her brother, he claimed
he was in his bed, he was woke up by SHIRLEY, she told
him that ROBERT had been shot, he went to the kitchen and
- saw the suspect on ROBERT he was punching him he pulled
this male off the victim and pushed him outsidé. He was
- ask about seeing a .gun, he stated that he did not see one.
~%@ This male was also intoxicated and 'a statement could not
be taken at this time. He will be at the home Later today.

INTERVIEW ROY CLINGAN W-M-34 . This male is the
S ﬂé boyfriend of the victims mother, he claimed :that the-

- victim was-involved in drugs., he-was arrested for-400 — -
hits of ACID. Yhe persons that supply him with the drugs
felt that he .was working for the narcotis people, and
they wanted to get him for. turning them Irr, he ¢laimed that
they were also arrested late or thi can be
reached at work on lin tost of
these things that he told handed, he did
not know this for fact.

mé he got seconad

: #
SCENE 5709 Bridge Ave this is a 4 apartment dwelling located on
the south side of the street, it is of cream colored AIM.
siding. The apartment is the middle door of the three.
The steps lead to the upstairs apartment and entry is gained
to the living room, our attention was directed to the kit-
chen located on the southmost portion of the apartment,
on the floor we noticed a small spot of blood, along with--
what appeared to be vomit. The victin had been removed
prior to our arrival. Off the kitchen was a both room,
examination of the door and frame of this there aveared
to be a gouge that was fresh, there was wood splinters on
the floor. This looMAd Bke it was done vwith a Pellabe o

Prbé\‘rioro céyi%,tdpppzoyau BY _—" oo 2

~ -
- g

. HAYES ,SALAR

e Pl

cLea R s ' AL U, T aeoues? e PR
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ey
AL BULL DUt Ll

UMICIDE/ARKEST/CONFINENL
BJECT or CRIME |

_ DATE OF THIS REPORT

S UTPLEMENIARY Kr¥yuKk)

v~ CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENY /~

ROV. 28, 198

87-080470

VLCOMPLAINT NO.

APANY OR OWNER ’ ADDRESS PHONE’ AGE | SEX | RACE | wes
TiM . PHONE _
ROBERT LUGLIE BUNNER NONL, 23 | M % ]
SRESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE ~ Zone
5709 BRIDGL AVE EITCHEN/HOME 212
E OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK
Approx. 023%5 Hrs. NOVEMBER 28, 1987 Saturday
SURED 8Y "ADDRESS PHONE TINE DAY DATE
ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE

COVERED BY

e 2 or-‘_é PAGE REPORT.

SCENE
CONT.

ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION

" FOLLOW-UP REPORT [

From the kitchen you exit onto a rear porch, this is along-
. side the upstairs apartments. There was hegvy drops of blood
on the floor and the banister. The inside door opens from

“ the outside inside, the screen door opens from the inside,
out., The kitchen ig 12 Ft. wide from the north to the south.
1% Ft. Last to the west. The bath is located on the west wall
4 spot of blood was found 3 Ft. 6 In. North of the south, 5 Ft.
9 In. Wwest of the Fast. Vomit was found 3 ¥t. North of the

“ south wall, 6 Ft. West of the East. From Lone var 212 it
was learned that the victim had his head to the south and

i nis feet to t@e north, he was on his back.

INVESTIGATION Learned that car 212 was_patr

i

_ roling north bound on West 58 SI.
they observed a vehicle 1980 Chev. backing scuth bound on W.

58 St. towards them. This wvehicle had :no :lights on at this
time: They turned on the overhead lights to stop him, he then
‘'stopped the 1980 Chev. and started back north bound on W.58
at Bridge he went east bound, and south on W.57 St. He was

at this time being persued by 212, at Lorain Ave. this vehicle
went east bound, he lost control and struck a house at 3929
Lorain Ave. This is the BODNER FUNERAL HOME, 212 called for-
assistance from EMS and unit #4 conveyed him to Lutheran Hosp.
At the time this event was going on a callcame for a male
shot at 5709 Bridge Ave. 2171 and EMS #3 responded. It was the
feeling that these events may be connecgfed EDWARD BIRMINGHAM

was conveyed to Lutheran Hosp.

He saw the male from the auto

accident and identified him as the man that shot ROBERT.

He was then returned to 5709 Bridge where he wgs 'interviewed
by members of 8151. 212 informed us that they checked the 1980
Chev. for a gun but was unable to locate it. Det. Zalar was in

the treatment;room at Lutheran he was mble t
name and address from the victim tris was &
At this address interviewed MARVIN BONNELL SR. D.O.B.

d

da

he gave a discription ¢f his son and showed us a photo of
hnim. This was the same person that was in the vehicle and at
Iutheran Hosp. A cal was received from another son RUN, he
irnformed us that he did not know MELVIN had his vehicle.

'. HAYES,ZALALR

He yas then informed g¢f £BF inpounding of his vehi.cletomﬁ; 0

@GAT;}?CERS
4’)#’,831434}4?

PLATOON

a4

‘THER (Dcrear [ Kaime”

L7l rt iy T eviAaw

vz\uafg/?/ o) wl\cn:?ff- 77

57
s

'DA.}.U.QRE £5TED

[ on scene




D HOLL Lusiii  SUPPLEMENTARY RET ORT

COMPLAINT NO,

- CChy "II=J£4ﬁj;;I\IT . CLEVELAND ROLICE DEPARTMENT

JECT or CRIME o BERY _ : DATE OF THIS REFORT w0V, 28, 1987 | 87-080470
ANY OR OWNER S ; ADDRESS o » : . PHONE ‘ "] aGE | sex | RACE | M-S
P : - M-D. PHONE . 1
ROBERT EUGENE BUNNER A none 23| M| W S
ESS OF OCCURRENCE - o E : : ZONE

5709 BRIDGE ' ~ KITCHEN/HOME 212
JF OCCURRENdE . : DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK

APFROX. 0235 Hrs., . NOVEMBER 28, 1987 SATURDAY
IED BY E TADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
VERED BY . : - A:DDRE.S_S> ) ' . F'HONE. TIME DAY DATE

6 or_ 6 pace neront. ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION FoLLOW-UP REPORT [T
REQUESTS Statements be taken from SHIRLEY HATCH

Statements be taken from EDWARD BIRMINGHAM.
Contact Coronor for cause cf death, IMake change RC-1.
‘.Convey jacket and pillow to morgue for blood work.

i

COFCT7l~ 10“__‘_”.

DLT, HAYES,ZALAR 7 '

i Al Lk =T

PPROVED

() cLEAR [ RAIN A 1 U. [T REQUESTED o -
LU N SCENE

R [Ficiouoy [ysvow Temp 44 O wmo SE 11} =ysiu 8 -

NOT REQUESTED

R i L D T P R




AE: Robe

- PLTITION EXHLEBLT WW - -

CUYAHOGA COUNTY CORONER'S LABORATORY
TRACE EVIDENCE DEPT.

rt Bunner . Case 1199612

ITEMS SUBMITTED:

race Evidence

ssignacionﬂ
237-87E-646

1238~87E-647

Items listed above recelved by:

'Received in separate brown paper bags.®

¥

Green pillow- '

Hemastix = positive for the presence of blood.
Precipitin = positive for human profein.
‘Group Stain = "H" agglutinogen detected, 0 cellsiusedf

Enzymesi#639 - Erychrocyte Acid Phosphatase = B

Esterase D =
Phosphoglucomutase 2-1

Jacket property of Melvin Bonnel.

Hemasctix = positive for the presence of blood.
Frecipitin =~ positive for human protein. ]
Group Stain = "A' agglutinogen detectad, 0 cells usedd
Eazymes#440 - Erythrocyte Acid Phosphatase = BA

Esterase D = |

Phosphoglucomutase = 1 AN

(Tes,t for nitrites = No reactiom‘) )
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While a531gned to the Homicide Unit and in company with Det. Hayes, we
further investigated the above crime in the following manner.

IN'IERVIEWED— EDWARD BIRMINGHAM W/M/S/BZ of ;. Up,No phone, DO

| .‘___.___.'IhlS male was a witness to the above homicide.This male was reinterviewed in

' __Legards to DARRYL BUTICHER AND APRIL BUNNER:He stated just about what he said in

- the past in regards to witnessing the homicide. Asked this. who was in- the

apartment when the homicide happened.he stated just Eugene, the victim Shlrley and

- himself. Told this male that we had information that April Bunmner, was in the
L. m-apartment when . the murder-was .committed. He stated that this was no:true. He ‘said
Z_____¥hat on Thursday, 1126-87, Eugene ., brought April, to:the. apartment ‘He - told -us ithat
L. she hadbeen Aiving in a: abandon bmldlng vand that hedidn't want- heér:1iving like .

. thatbecause.she was ;still his sister. F‘dward, said that, ’;h nly clothes that

L0 April, ‘had wére a’ ‘dirty palr oF“pink sweat pants” and some ‘0ld" '

Ll plastic bags:over her shoes: She -also_had a coat and a blouse‘ .o_thlng else He said
4. that she was down and out and looked bad. He said ‘that while “.she was: there in the
{3, .. partment he started fucking her.On Friday ,1l- ~27-87, Another femalé by the name of

Linda Caraballo, came over.He was fucking this female in the front bedroom and then

P

=)

A

15, he would zo into the back bedroom and have sex with April.He was having with both
'L‘.éL____females at the same time in two different rooms. April, saw What was happéning and
. she got so mad that she left the apartmenmt without taking her shoes or coat.This we:
€. ___about 1800 hours.He has never seen April, since this night.He further stated.tha
{4 _was not in the apartment when Eugene, was killed that Saturday morming.He further
Hd. ___stated that Linda, left shortly after April, left. ¥
Al . Asked this male if he knew a male by the name of DARRYL BUTCHER, he said tha:

d3. _he had met him and that he was a friend of Eungene.He said that Butcher was also -
aiL_at the apartment on that Friday, and that they sat around drinking and gettmg high.
_He said that he saw Butcher, once before and that was a couple a days before Eugem
a was killed: He said that Fugne and Butcher had sold some drugs together in the
”'{44“_ —.past. He said that he never saw this but he was told that they had.He further
‘12_7____stated that there is talk on the street that Butcher, was the one that set up = .
i??_._Eugene s killing.Asked this male if Butcher, is the guy that killed Eugene. He --
stated no way, I pointed out the guy that killed Eugene, in the hoepltal He stated
59.__ that he is positive that that guy killed Eugene.
R Asked this male if he ever saw the guy that killed Eugene, before that night.
32« _He said that he never seen the guy bef Asked this male where Shirley Hatch, was.
v-ii.__H* said that he hadn't seen her fﬁﬁ‘ple of nights. He said that she will be
back to the house and he would have her call us when she comes home. ‘escwi-w .. -

2nd. 153
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CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT COMPLAINT Ko,

BJECT or CRIME HOMICIDE GATE oF THIS ReporT 12-19-87 87080470 .
APANY OR OWNER ADDRESS PHONE Ace | sex | Race MS
TIa - PHONE T N

,AROBE‘RT EUGENE BUNNER .NONE l 23 MW S

SRESS OF OCCURRENCE - o ’ ZONE ;
5709 BRIDGE AVE. HOME/KITCHEN 212

i OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE - DAY OF WgeK "
0235 HOURS ‘NOVEMEBER 28th. 1987 SATURDAY

‘URED BY ADDRESS . FPHONE TIME DAY BATE T

ZOVERED BY ADDRESS - PHONE TIME DAY DATE

iE 2 OF,_g__ PAGE REPORT.

FOLLOW-UP REPORT [ ]

~ EDWARD BIRMINGHAM CONTIUEDs Asked this male if there was any bad blood between Butcher and

3&:__Fugene. He stated

that when they were together on Friday, he didn't nofice any

SZ._ bad blood.

iff___ male that were

Asked this male if he had heard about the black male and the whi.te
found on St.Olga Ave. He said that he did not know anything about

._‘[Q;__-it. He 'said that he didn't even hear about these murders.

AL

‘While we were there Edward, gave us a -expened casing. He said that’

H2-_* he found it behind the waste basket in the kitchen. This was marked and entered
- as’ evidence .REQUEST THAT THIS: CASING AND THE OTHER CASING FOUND AT THE SCENE BE -

¥ COMPARED WITH THE 25 Cal. automatic, found on.lorain Ave,Asked Fdward ,if he kna
—'ﬁ—l—L—« wher April, wasmow staying. He said that he didn't know.
#&. _ MADE a record check -and found .the fgllowing record.
7 LINDA CARABATIO, LINDA of I .St Av
A2 1984, pop EEEE® Crp 155066.55N & With the followilg .-
e b FRP record. 1978 +Robbery, 1980;Drug,Rape,1980 Escape,1980 Kidnapping, -
S0, 1982 Intoxicant,1982 ‘probation violation,1982, Agg. Burg,1983
Al Parole violation,1984 parole violator.No wants.
T2 Tried to make arrangements to interview Melvin Bonnel, found that th
T FE only place we could interview him was in his™pod. This didn't seem
—-5—,‘4-——— to be a good idea as other prisoners are present when interviews are
25, made in the pods.This male should be interviewed during the day shif
S Or these officers will come in during the day to interview him.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS
CUYAHOGA COUNTY, OHIO

CRIMINAL DIVISION
STATE OF OHIO Case No. CR-87-223820
Plaintiff, JUDGE TIMOTHY P. MCCORMICK
V. PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'’S
REPORT PURSUANT TO R.C.
MELVIN BONNELL, 2953.75(B)
Defendant.

Now comes the State of Ohio, by and through Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Michael C.
O’Malley and his undersigned assistant, and respectfully submits the attached report
pursuant to R.C. 2953.75(B) regarding the prosecutor’s search for biological material and

parent samples conducted in response to the Defendant’s Application for DNA Testing.

Respectfully submitted,

MICHAEL C. O'MALLEY
Cuyahoga County Prosecuting Attorney

/s/ Christopher D. Schroeder
CHRISTOPHER D. SCHROEDER (0089855)
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

1200 Ontario St., Eighth Floor

Cleveland, Ohio 44113

(216) 443-7733
cschroeder@prosecutor.cuyahogacounty.us

APPENDIX E A -146



REPORT REGARDING SEARCH FOR BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL
AND PARENT SAMPLE PURSUANT TO R.C. 2953.75

Pursuant to the Prosecuting Attorney’s obligations under R.C. 2953.75(B) to submit a
report detailing its search for biological material and a parent sample in response to an
Application for DNA Testing, the undersigned reports the following.

On February 6, 2008, Defendant Melvin Bonnell, by and through counsel, filed an
Application for DNA Testing pursuant to R.C. 2953.71, et. seq. Bonnell sought testing of the
following items:

“Swabs and slides of blood recovered from the crime scehe [sic]; swabs and

slides of blood recovered from my hands, jacket and other clothes; vomit found

in kitchen; blood from my vehicle; hair on green pillow; plastic bags for
gunshot residue; 1 or 2 guns recovered by Cleveland police.”

Defendant’s Application for DNA Testing, p. 2. Bonnell is an “eligible offender” for DNA testing
purposes as defined in R.C. 2953.71(F) and R.C. 2953.72(C)(1)(a) and (b)(i).

Pursuant to R.C. 2953.75(A), when an eligible offender submits an application for
DNA testing, the prosecuting attorney is required “to use reasonable diligence to determine
whether biological material was collected from the crime scene or victim of the offense” and
“whether the parent sample of that biological material still exists at that point in time.”
“Reasonable diligence” is “a degree of diligence that is comparable to the diligence a
reasonable person would employ in searching for information regarding an important
matter in the person’s own life.” R.C. 2953.71(Q).

In using reasonable diligence to determine whether biological material exists for
testing, the prosecutor “shall rely upon all relevant sources, including, but not limited to, all

of the following:
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(1) All prosecuting authorities in the case in which the offender was convicted
of the offense for which the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting
the DNA testing and in the appeals of, and postconviction proceedings related
to, that case;

(2) All law enforcement authorities involved in the investigation of the offense
for which the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting the DNA testing;

(3) All custodial agencies involved at any time with the biological material in
question;

(4) The custodian of all custodial agencies described in division (A)(3) of this
section;

(5) All crime laboratories involved at any time with the biological material in
question;

(6) All other reasonable sources.”

R.C. 2953.75(A)(1)-(6). The prosecution must then file a report with the trial court
addressing the existence and availability of the requested biological material. R.C.
2953.75(B). “If the court concludes, based upon the prosecution’s report, that the requested
biological evidence in fact no longer exists, the court may deny the applicant’s request for
DNA testing.” State v. Mayrides, 10th Dist. Franklin No. 07AP-658, 2008-Ohio-2290, q 6,
citing R.C. 2953.74(C)(1).

Pursuant to R.C. 2953.75, the prosecution hereby provides this Court, Bonnell, and
the Ohio Attorney General’s Office with this report documenting the undersigned
prosecuting attorney’s efforts to search for biological material in this case at all of the
following locations. Attached to this report as State’s Exhibit 1 is an affidavit prepared and
executed by the undersigned prosecutor attesting under oath to his efforts to search for
evidence in this case. The complete contents of that affidavit are incorporated herein as if

fully rewritten.
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1. All prosecuting authorities in the case * * * and in the appeals of, and
postconviction proceedings related to, that case.

a. Richard Bombik.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to both Richard Bombik and Donald Butler, the
two assistant prosecutors who tried Bonnell’s case in 1988. See Schroeder Affidavit, § 49,
63. Mr. Bombik, now retired, stated that he had no memory of the evidence in question from
Bonnell’s case. Id., J 49. He was certain that he did not have any items of evidence in his
possession. Id. He retired from the Prosecutor’s Office in 2011. Id.

b. Donald Butler.

Mr. Butler also stated that he did not recall seeing any evidence from Bonnell’s case
outside of the 1988 trial. Id., J 63. Mr. Butler was certain that he did not currently have any
evidence from Bonnell’s case in his possession. Id. Mr. Butler further stated that he was not
involved in any of the appeals or postconviction proceedings in Bonnell’s case. Id.

c. L. Christopher Frey.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to former Assistant Prosecutor L. Christopher
Frey. Id., § 62. Mr. Frey represented the State of Ohio in many of Bonnell’s appellate and
postconviction proceedings prior to leaving the Prosecutor’s Office in 2003. Id. Mr. Frey
stated that he did not recall ever seeing any physical evidence in Bonnell’s case, and that he
did not know what evidence might exist. Id. Mr. Frey said that he did not recall ever
searching for any evidence in the case. Id.

d. Jon Oebker.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to former Assistant Prosecutor Jon Oebker. Id., |

48. Mr. Oebker also formerly represented the State of Ohio in many of Bonnell’s appellate

and postconviction proceedings prior to the time at which he left the Prosecutor’s Office in
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2008. Id. Mr. Oebker indicated that he did recall seeing either a jacket or a square cutting
from a jacket in the “dead files” section of the basement of the Eighth District Court of
Appeals. Id. He did not recall seeing any other exhibits. Id. He did not recall the Prosecutor’s
Office ever being in possession of any exhibits in Bonnell’s case. Id.

e. Matthew Meyer.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to APA Matthew Meyer, who represented the
State of Ohio in Bonnell’s state postconviction proceedings between approximately 2008 and
2011. Id, 97 12, 14. APA Meyer stated that the last time he had seen any physical evidence
in Bonnell’s case was in 2008 in the “dead files” section of the Eighth District Court of
Appeals, when he arranged for Bonnell’s maroon jacket to be sent to the DNA Diagnostics
Center (DDC) for testing. Id., J 14. APA Meyer did not recall ever seeing any physical
evidence in Bonnell’s case except for that jacket. Id.

f. Prosecutor’s Office property room.

In addition to speaking to the aforementioned prosecutors, the undersigned
prosecutor also searched the Prosecutor’s Office file and storage areas for any evidence
related to Bonnell’s case. At the undersigned prosecutor’s direction, employees of the
Prosecutor’s Office conducted several checks of the inventory of the property room located
on the eighth floor of the Prosecutor’s Office. Id., 9, 13, 28. One of those searches also
included a physical inspection of the contents of the property room itself for evidence. Id.,
29. Each of these searches revealed no evidence related to Bonnell’s case. Id.

The undersigned prosecutor directed two employees of the Case Management Unit of
the Prosecutor’s Office to search for any items in storage in the Prosecutor’s Office from

Bonnell’s case. Id., J 10. The prosecutor also personally conducted a search of the storage

A -550



areas in both the basement and on the 25th floor of the Cuyahoga County Justice Center. Id.,
9 25. The only items found to be in the possession of the Prosecutor’s Office were four boxes
of paper documents, about which the prosecutor promptly informed the defense
investigator. Id,, 5.

g. Prosecutor’s Office file.

The prosecutor has also reviewed the complete Prosecutor’s file on its digital
discovery database known as “Justice Matters.” That file consisted of more than 9,000 pages
of documents, although the prosecutor found that many of these documents were duplicative
or consisted of irrelevant case law. That file does not contain any inventory, chain of custody,
or any other documents indicating where any evidence from Bonnell’s case may be currently
located, apart from the sources discussed in this report. There are no other items in the
possession of the Prosecutor’s Office from or related to Bonnell’s case.

2. All law enforcement authorities involved in the investigation of the offense for
which the offender is an eligible offender and is requesting the DNA testing.

a. Jack Bornfeld.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to Jack Bornfeld, formerly a detective with the
Cleveland Division of Police, Homicide Unit, and currently an investigator with the Cuyahoga
County Prosecutor’s Office. Id,  55. Mr. Bornfeld stated that he had no recollection of
Bonnell’s case and no information as to where any exhibits in the case might be located. Id.
The undersigned prosecutor provided Mr. Bornfeld with the original complaint number so
that Mr. Bornfeld could check with the Cleveland Police property room. Id. He later informed
the undersigned prosecutor that he had checked the run book in the property room from

November 1987 through the summer of 1988 and found no listing for either a jacket or a
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pillow in Bonnell’s case. Id. Mr. Bornfeld stated that the property room records indicated
that the items were sent on November 28, 1987 to the Coroner’s Office and that there was
no record of them ever coming back to the Cleveland Police property room. Id.

Investigator Bornfeld later conducted a second review of the Cleveland Police
Property Room records. Id., J 55. Mr. Bornfeld again informed the prosecutor that the items
in Bonnell’s case were sent on November 28, 1987 to the Coroner’s Office and that there was
no record of them ever coming back to the Cleveland Police property room. Id. 55, 69. The
run book from the Cleveland Police Property Room also confirms that these items were sent
to the “morgue.” See State’s Exhibit 2.

b. Dets. John McKibben and Anthony Zalar.

The undersigned prosecutor also asked Mr. Bornfeld for contact information for
former Dets. John McKibben and Anthony Zalar, both of whom worked were assigned to
Bonnell’s case out of the Cleveland Police Homicide Unit. Id., § 56. Mr. Bornfeld stated that
Det. McKibben was now deceased. Id. He did, however, provide the undersigned prosecutor
with a phone number at which the prosecutor could reach Det. Zalar. Id.

The undersigned prosecutor then spoke to former Det. Anthony Zalar. Id.,  57. Mr.
Zalar stated that he was not aware of the location of any evidence in Bonnell’s case and that
he was certain that none of the evidence was in his possession. Id. The prosecutor
specifically asked Mr. Zalar as to whether he recalled anything about a green pillow. Id. He
replied that he did not. Id. Mr. Zalar further stated that he had no information as to where
any evidence in Bonnell’s case may be located. Id.

c. Det. Joselito Sandoval.



In addition to speaking with the aforementioned detectives, the prosecutor also
requested a search of the Cleveland Division of Police Property Room. Specifically, the
prosecutor reached out to Det. Joselito Sandoval with the Cleveland Division of Police,
Homicide Unit. Id., § 30. Det. Sandoval was not involved in Bonnell’s case in any way, and
agreed to check the Property Room as a favor to the prosecutor. Id., § 43. Det. Sandoval
informed the prosecutor that the records of the Cleveland Police Property Room showed that
a .25 caliber handgun from Bonnell’s case, serial number D93314, was listed as being
destroyed on February 1, 1992. Id., § 31. The prosecutor later determined that this was the
.25 caliber Titan handgun that Cleveland Police had received from Marlene Roberts - not the
murder weapon. Det. Sandoval further stated that the last entry in the property room
records showed that the jacket and the pillow were sent to the Cuyahoga County Coroner’s
Office on November 28, 1987. Id., § 31.

d. Cleveland Police Forensic Lab.

The undersigned prosecutor also personally went to the Cleveland Police Forensic
Lab (formerly Scientific Investigation Unit, or SIU) to search for any evidence. See Schroeder
affidavit, § 72. Officer Bryan Myers searched through a card catalogue in the Forensic Lab
using the names of both Bonnell and the victim, Robert Bunner. Officer Myers was able to
locate a single entry under the name “Robert Bunner” reflecting that the SIU received two
morgue pellets, designed “A” and “B,” on December 8, 1987. See State's Exhibit 3. Officer
Myers explained that this card contained a Lab number corresponding to a second card
catalogue in the Forensic Lab that was organized by lab numbers. See Schroeder affidavit,

72. He discovered, however, that this particular Forensic Laboratory Report card was



missing, and had been replaced by a blank sheet of white paper left protruding upwards out
of the catalogue in what appeared to be a placeholder position. Id., | 73.

At this time, the undersigned prosecutor spoke to Det. Todd Marazzi, who also works
in the Forensic Lab. Id., § 74. Det. Marazzi stated that the actual pellets themselves would
normally be in a file cabinet in the Forensic Lab. Id. He stated that if someone had pulled the
Forensic Laboratory Report card, however, this suggested to him that this person had also
removed the evidence (the two morgue pellets) as well. Id. Det. Marazzi provided the
undersigned prosecutor with copies of pages 286-287 from the Forensic Lab run book
showing that morgue pellets A and B had been received by SIU on December 8, 1987,
associated with the “dead body of Robert Bunner.” Id.; see also State’s Exhibit 4. There was
no further indication as to where the pellets were currently located.

The undersigned prosecutor also spoke to Tina Stewart, a Scientific Examiner with
the Cleveland Division of Police, detailed to the Medical Examiner’s Office. Id., J 76. Ms.
Stewart provided the prosecutor with copies of the Forensic Laboratory Report cards for the
.25 Tanfoglio pistol (Lab #244381), the morgue pellets (Lab #244492), the .25 cartridge case
(Lab #244815), and two .25 caliber shell casings (Lab #245065). Id., § 76; see also State’s
Exhibit 18. These accounted for the remaining four items received by SIU (the fifth item, the
.25 caliber Titan handgun, having been destroyed in 1992). See State’s Exhibit 9. The cards
for the .25 Tanfoglio pistol, the morgue pellets, and the .25 cartridge case all contained
handwriting showing that they had been signed out to trial prosecutor Rick Bombik on
February 18, 1987 (likely intended to say 1988). Id., § 76; see also State’s Exhibit 18. The
card for the two .25 caliber shell casings showed that it was signed out to another individual,

whose name appeared illegible, on February 23, 1988. There was no further indication of
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what happened to any of the items. Id. Ms. Stewart further stated that she had looked
through the Forensic Lab for all of the evidence specified under the five different SIU /
Forensic Lab numbers in Bonnell’s case. Id., § 77. She stated that none of the evidence was
in the Forensic Lab.

e. Cleveland Police Property Room.

The undersigned prosecutor also went to the Cleveland Police Property Room on the
eighth floor of the Cleveland Police headquarters. See Schroeder Affidavit, § 75. Det. Tom
Ward provided the prosecutor with a copy of pages from the Cleveland Police “Record of
Property” run book confirming that the .25 caliber Titan handgun, serial number D93314,
was destroyed on February 1, 1992. Id., see also State’s Exhibit 5. Det. Ward stated that he
had reviewed the property room records and found no other evidence related to Bonnell’s
case. Id. The prosecutor specifically asked Det. Ward about a green cushion/pillow. Id. He
stated that the cushion/pillow had never made it to the Property Room, and that the coroner
must have collected that item on scene. Id.

3. All custodial agencies involved at any time with the biological material in
question.

R.C. 2953.71(D) defines “custodial agency” as “the group or entity that has the
responsibility to maintain biological material in question.” Through the State’s investigation,
the State has determined that the Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office - now known as the
Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office - was the agency responsible for maintaining
biological material in Bonnell’s case.

a. Curtiss Jones.
The undersigned prosecutor spoke several times to Curtiss Jones, the Supervisor of

the Trace Evidence Department at the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office. See
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Schroeder Affidavit, ] 36, 38-39, 41, 58-59. Mr. Jones stated that that his office’s records
showed that only one jacket and one pillow were ever submitted to them as evidence, and
that his office had released both the jacket and the pillow to Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
Rick Bombik on February 25, 1988, during the original trial. Id., | 38; see also State’s Exhibit
6. Mr. Jones further stated that the jacket, which was listed as being property of Melvin
Bonnell, was resubmitted to him at the Medical Examiner’s Office by Keith Hurley from the
Clerk of Courts’ office on December 9, 2008. Id., | 38; see also State’s Exhibit 7. The pillow
was never resubmitted. Id.

Mr. Jones stated that the Medical Examiner’s Office sent Bonnell’s jacket to the DNA
Diagnostics Center for testing in 2008. Id., | 38; see also State’s Exhibit 7. Following the
completion of that testing, DNA Diagnostics then returned the jacket to the Medical
Examiner’s Office in 2012. Id. Mr. Jones stated that the Medical Examiner’s Office was in
possession of the following four items of evidence in Bonnell’s case:

e 7 autopsy microslides from the victim, Robert Bunner,

e 4 swabs from Bonnell’s maroon and tan jacket,

e 1 swab from an autopsy microslide, and

e the maroon and tan jacket.
Id., | 39, 58. Mr. Jones stated that he had performed a thorough search of the Medical
Examiner’s archives and that these were the only items in their possession associated with
Bonnell’s case. Id., | 58.

b. Dr. Nasir Butt.
At Mr. Jones’ suggestion, the undersigned prosecutor also spoke to Dr. Nasir Butt,

DNA Supervisor and Technical Manager at the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's Office.
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Id., | 36. Dr. Butt stated that he had searched the Medical Examiner’s Office’s electronic
database and had not found any results under Bonnell’s original Cuyahoga County Coroner’s
Office (CCCO) case number of 199612. Id., § 60. Dr. Butt further initiated a physical search
of the storage areas used by the Medical Examiner’s Office. Id. Dr. Butt later informed the
prosecutor that the only evidence in the possession of the Medical Examiner’s Office were
the items Mr. Curtiss Jones had previously mentioned. Id., J 68. Dr. Butt also provided the
undersigned prosecutor with email correspondence between himself and APA Matthew
Meyer dated January 15, 2009 in which Dr. Butt informed APA Meyer that “[t]here are no
samples retained in either the DNA or the Trace Evidence Departments for 199612 Robert
Bunner.” Id; see also State’s Exhibit 8.
c. The DNA Diagnostics Center records.

Chain of custody documents received from the DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC) show
that the Medical Examiner’s Office mailed seven autopsy microslides consisting of DNA
samples from Robert Bunner, one swab from an autopsy slide from Bunner, and a DNA
extract from that autopsy slide, to DNA Diagnostics on April 21, 2009. See State’s Exhibit 7.
The autopsy slides were received by DNA Diagnostics on April 23, 2009. Id. Following the
completion of the DNA testing, DNA Diagnostics released the items back to the Medical
Examiner’s Office on July 2, 2012. Id. Mr. Jones confirmed that those items are currently in
possession of the Medical Examiner’s Office. See Schroeder Affidavit, 9 39, 58.

4. The custodian of all custodial agencies described in division (A)(3) of this
section.

R.C. 2953.71(E) defines “custodian” as “the person who is the primary representative

of a custodial agency.” Given that the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office is the sole
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custodial agency responsible for maintaining biological material in this case, the primary
representative of the Medical Examiner’s Office is Dr. Thomas P. Gilson, M.D., the Medical
Examiner of Cuyahoga County.

a. Dr. Thomas Gilson.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to Dr. Gilson. Id., § 73. Dr. Gilson agreed to check
to see if there were any additional avenues of search at the Medical Examiner’s Office apart
from what Mr. Jones and Dr. Butt had already done. Id. Two days later, Dr. Gilson responded
that he had searched through the Medical Examiner’s Office’s file, and that he agreed with
Mr. Jones and Dr. Butt that the Medical Examiner’s Office did not have any evidence in its
possession apart from the items Mr. Jones had already mentioned. Id., § 78.

5. All crime laboratories involved at any time with the biological material in
question.

“Crime laboratory” does not appear to be a term that is defined in the Ohio Revised
Code. It is safe to assume, however, that the term includes, but it not necessarily limited to,
both the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s Office and the DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC).
Both of those agencies are known to have been in possession of biological material in this
case in the past. The prosecution has accounted for its efforts regarding both of those
sources above.

a. BCL

In addition, the undersigned prosecutor also spoke with Dr. Lewis Maddox, DNA
Technical Leader at the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) in Richfield, Ohio. Id.,
66-67. Dr. Maddox stated that he had checked BCI’'s Laboratory Information Management
(“LIM™) System, BCI's computer database used to track evidence in cases in which BCI has

investigated or assisted. Id., § 67. Dr. Maddox found no indication in the LIM System that
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BCI had ever assisted in Bonnell’s case. Id., ] 66-67. Additionally, Dr. Maddox also
conducted a physical search of BCI's card catalogue, which he explained that BCI used until
approximately 2002 to track their old cases. Id., J 67. Once again, Dr. Maddox stated that he
found no indication that BCI was ever involved in Bonnell’s case in any way. Id. The
undersigned prosecutor also found no indication in any of the documentation regarding
Bonnell’s case in the Prosecutor’s Office file showing that BCI was ever involved in the case.

The undersigned prosecutor has no information, evidence, or reason to believe that

any additional “crime laboratories” were involved in the investigation of this case.
6. All other reasonable sources.
a. The Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts’ Office.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke with James Boyle, the Manager of the Criminal
Division of the Clerk’s Office, about locating any physical exhibits in Bonnell’s case. Id., 5.
Mr. Boyle indicated on several occasions that he and his staff were unable to locate any
evidence related to Bonnell’s case in the Clerk’s Office. Id., 19, 23, 34. In an abundance of
caution, the undersigned prosecutor personally went to the Clerk’s Office to search the
evidence in their possession. Id., § 17. Kayla Griffin, Pending Files Division Supervisor,
showed the undersigned prosecutor inside a secured room on the first floor of the Cuyahoga
County Justice Center where the Clerk’s Office maintained the records of many of Cuyahoga
County’s old capital cases. Id. Each box inside the room was clearly labeled with the name
and case number of the defendant. Id. The prosecutor examined each box and found that
none of them contained Bonnell’s name or case number. Id.

The State’s subsequent review of the transcript of Bonnell’s 1988 trial revealed that

the Clerk’s Office would not have had any of the items in question in its possession. Id., § 33.
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The Clerk’s Office would only have exhibits in its possession that were actually admitted into
evidence at trial, and therefore were a part of the appellate record. Id. The only two exhibits
that were admitted at trial that are the subject of Bonnell’s application for DNA testing were
his maroon jacket and the .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun. Id. Bonnell’s jacket had been sent
to DNA Diagnostics in 2008. Id. And according to Det. Sandoval, the Cleveland Division of
Police had destroyed the .25 caliber Titan handgun in 1992. Id.

b. The clerk of Courts of the Northern District of Ohio and the Sixth Circuit
Court of Appeals.

For the same reason, the undersigned prosecutor determined that the clerk of courts
for the Northern District of Ohio and the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals would not have
evidence from Bonnell’s case in their possession. Federal courts presiding over Bonnell’s
habeas appeals would only have those items that were part of the original trial court record.
None of the items in question were a part of that record, with the exception of the murder
weapon, which would not have been submitted as an exhibit to the court reporter. Any
additional items with the federal habeas courts could only have been added as part of a
motion to supplement the record, which would have been visible on the federal court docket.

c. The Eighth District Court of Appeals.

The undersigned prosecutor went to the old files storage section in the basement of
the Eighth District Court of Appeals Building on Lakeside Avenue in Cleveland, sometimes
referred to as the “dead files section.” Id., § 15. There, the prosecutor spoke to Robert
Duckworth, an employee assigned to the “dead files section.” Id. Mr. Duckworth stated that
all of the old capital case files previously held by the Eighth District Court of Appeals were
now being stored in the Clerk of Courts’ office in the Justice Center. Id.

d. The Ohio Attorney General’s Office.
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On November 30, 2016, the undersigned prosecutor was first contacted by Elizabeth
Quattrochi, an investigator with the Federal Public Defender’s Office, in connection with this
case. Id., | 3. The prosecutor referred Investigator Quattrochi to Assistant Attorney General
Thomas Madden to see if his office had any exhibits from Bonnell’s case. Id., Y 3, 5.
Investigator Quattrochi later indicated that she had spoken with AAG Madden, and that he
was unable to locate any exhibits in Bonnell’s case in the possession of his office. Id.

The undersigned prosecutor also spoke to Assistant Attorney General Brenda Leikala
with the Capital Crimes Unit of the Ohio Attorney General’s Office. Id., § 32. AAG Leikala
indicated that she was unaware of the location of any items of evidence in Bonnell’s case and
that she had never seen them. Id. She also provided a PDF of the photographic exhibits that
the prosecution had introduced during Bonnell’s 1988 trial. Id. Upon examination, State’s
Exhibits 44 and 45 were photos of a gun lying in the street. Id.

e. The Court Reporters Department.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to Bruce Bishilany, the head of the Cuyahoga
County Court Reporters department. Id., J 51. Mr. Bishilany stated that he would search the
court reporters office for any evidence associated with Bonnell’s case or any indication that
the Court Reporters Department was ever in possession of any evidence. Id. Mr. Bishilany
later informed the prosecutor that he had personally checked all of the evidence storage
areas used by the Court Reporters department. Id.,, J 52. He had found no evidence related
to Bonnell’s case. Id. Mr. Bishilany stated that any evidence that the original court reporter
may have had following the trial would have been filed in the court of appeals along with the
transcript for Bonnell’s direct appeal. Id. He further explained that the Court Reporters

department generally does not want to keep any evidence in their possession. Id.
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The court reporter at Bonnell’s 1988 trial was Sandra G. Gieling. Id., J 53. In an
attempt to locate Ms. Gieling, the prosecutor searched her first and last name in the Ohio Law
Enforcement Gateway (OHLEG), an electronic information network. Id. That search revealed
that the only Sandra Gieling anywhere in Ohio, DOB 11/23/1935, was now deceased. Id. The
prosecutor subsequently confirmed this information through speaking with Mr. Bishilany
over the phone. Id.

f. The Cuyahoga County Archives Building.

The undersigned prosecutor spoke to Dr. Judith Cetina, Manager and Archivist with
the Cuyahoga County Archives building on Franklin Boulevard in Cleveland. Id., Y 64-65.
Dr. Cetina stated that the Archives building did not have any transcripts or evidence related
to cases recent enough to have six-digit criminal case numbers; rather, the Archives building
only possessed items related to criminal case numbers old enough to have only five digits.
Id,, § 65. The Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts transitioned from five-digit to six-digit
criminal case numbers in approximately 1980. Id. Bonnell’s six-digit criminal case number
is CR-87-223820. Dr. Cetina further stated that any items related to cases from that time
would be in the possession of the Clerk of Courts’ Office at the Justice Center. Id.

g. The Western Reserve Historical Society.

The undersigned prosecutor contacted Ann Sindelar, Reference Supervisor at the
Western Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) in Cleveland. Id., J 65. Ms. Sindelar responded
that she had checked the WRHS online catalog and found no references to the name Melvin
Bonnell. Id.

h. Transcripts of Bonnell’s 1998 trial.
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The complete transcript from Bonnell’s 1988 trial was present in electronic format as
part of the Prosecutor’s Office file in Bonnell’s case. The transcript revealed that the
prosecution had introduced only one jacket into evidence: Bonnell’'s maroon jacket, marked
as State’s Exhibit 22. Id., | 33. The prosecution had introduced a green pillow as State’s
Exhibit 23, but then withdrew the pillow at the close of the State’s evidence. Id. The
prosecution had introduced the murder weapon, the .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun, as State’s
Exhibit 51. Id. The transcript did not contain any indication as to what happened to any of
those items after the conclusion of trial.

i. Police reports and other miscellaneous information.

The undersigned prosecutor also reviewed the police reports and other documents
within the Prosecutor’s Office file for information as to where any evidence might be located.
The information below recounts what the prosecutor was able to learn about each item
identified in Bonnell’s application as a subject of possible DNA testing. The items are listed
in the same order as they appear on page 2 of Bonnell’s application.

i. Swabs and slides of blood recovered from the crime scene.

According to the Incident Report, the evidence collected from the crime scene
consisted of two shell casings, a red and gray jacket, and a bloodstained cushion from a chair
on the back porch. See Exhibit 14, p. 4. There is no reference in any of the documents in the
State’s possession indicating that any swabs or slides of blood were ever taken at the crime
scene. Moreover, Detective Robert Matuszny, the principle officer at the scene in charge of
collecting evidence, testified that he did not collect any fingerprints from the crime scene,
and made no mention of collecting swabs or slides of blood. Tr. 1055-1059.

ii. Swabs and slides of blood recovered from Bonnell’s hands.
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Officer Thomas Jesionowski testified that a Lieutenant Torek ordered the staff at
Lutheran hospital to cover Bonnell’s hands in plastic bags. Tr. 1270. No other mention of
the plastic bags can be found in any documents in the prosecutor’s file. There is no evidence
that any swabs or slides of blood were ever taken from Bonnell’s hands, and no evidence
regarding any potential testing of such swabs or slides was mentioned at trial. SIU never
received any evidence indicating that any testing done on Bonnell’s hands. See State’s Exhibit
9. During the sentencing hearing, defense counsel William McGinty stated: “The record
indicates at the hospital that the hands were bagged. We don't have any testimony that any
test was conducted on those hands at that time. [ am not going to say it was bad policework,
maybe there was fear for the person and they couldn't do it at that time.” See Sentencing Tr.
23.

Detective Donald Ferris with the Cleveland Police Homicide Unit submitted a sample
of Bonnell’s blood to Linda Luke, a forensic serologist at the Coroner’s Office, on December
4,1987. See State’s Exhibit 10. Luke determined from this sample that Bonnell’s blood was
type A. See State’s Exhibit 11; see also Tr. 904. This sample was later discarded. Id.

iii. Bonnell’s jacket and other clothes.

Cleveland Patrol Officer Jan Thorkelson testified at trial that she recovered a gray and
maroon colored jacket from the front seat of Bonnell’s car. Tr. 1215, 1219. Cleveland Police
Detective James Svekric with the Homicide Unit submitted Bonnell’s jacket to the Coroner’s
Office on November 28, 1987. See State’s Exhibit 6, p. 2. Linda Luke tested the blood found
on Bonnell’s jacket and found that it was consistent with Bonnell’s blood. Tr. 904.

Luke released Bonnell’s jacket to Assistant Prosecutor Bombik on February 25, 1988,

during Bonnell’s trial. See State’s Exhibit 6, p. 2. The prosecution introduced this jacket into
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evidence at trial as State’s Exhibit 22. Tr. 1215. The jacket was then placed in alocked closet
on the ninth floor of the Prosecutor’s Office until February 9, 1990, when Prosecutor Bombik
retrieved it. See Schroeder Affidavit, I 49; see also State’s Exhibit 2, p. 3. At some point, the
jacket was transferred to the possession of the Eighth District Court of Appeals, where it was
stored in a box in the “dead files” section. See Schroeder Affidavit, I 14.

On December 9, 2008, Keith Hurley with the Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts
submitted Bonnell’s jacket to Curtiss Jones at the Trace Evidence Department of the Medical
Examiner’s Office. See State’s Exhibit 7, p. 5. On December 23, 2008, Jones forward the jacket
to DNA Diagnostics in Fairfield, Ohio for DNA testing. Id., p. 4.

In 2009, DNA testing on this jacket done by DNA Diagnostics revealed that the partial
DNA profiles obtained from bloodstained areas on Bonnell’s jacket were consistent with the
DNA of the victim, Robert Bunner. See State’s Exhibit 12. The probability of selecting an
unrelated individual at random from the population having a matching DNA profile was
approximately 1 in 239,000. Id. On July 2, 2012, Jessica York, a Forensic DNA Analyst with
DNA Diagnostics, released the jacket back to the custody of the Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner’s Office. See State’s Exhibit 7, p. 4. The jacket is currently being kept at the Medical
Examiner’s Office. See Schroeder affidavit, ] 58.

Bonnell’s other clothing that he was wearing the night of the murder when he arrived
at Lutheran Hospital was placed on police hold. See State’s Exhibit 13, p. 2. The “Patient
Belongings Form” from Lutheran Hospital lists one pair of white pants, one pair of white
socks, one pair of black boots, and one block key ring with three keys. Id. On December 4,
1987, this property was signed out to Officer Robert Reed. Id., p. 3. The property was never

logged in any at department after that. The disposition of these items is unknown. There is
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no evidence of any testing performed on these items and they were not introduced as
evidence at trial. Tr. 4-6.

iv. Vomit found in the victim'’s kitchen.

Det. Ernest Hayes noted briefly in two places in his Supplementary Report dated
November 28, 1987 that officers found what appeared to be vomit in the kitchen of Bunner’s
apartment. See State’s Exhibit 15, pp. 4, 5. There is no indication in any documentation
related to this case that the vomit was ever collected as evidence.

v. Blood from Bonnell’s vehicle.

The Incident Report states that police towed Bonnell’s vehicle, a blue 1980 Chevrolet
Malibu, Ohio license plate 325 GSD, VIN 1T19KA1494616, to Lot #2 for processing. See
State’s Exhibit 14, pp. 2, 4; see also State’s Exhibit 16. There, Patrol Officer Patrick Evans
marked and tagged the car in the Second District property book. See State’s Exhibit 14, p. 4;
Tr. 1212. The Cleveland Police Scientific Investigation Unit (SIU) processed the car on
November 30, 1987. See State’s Exhibit 17. The State has been unable to find any evidence
as to what, if any tests were performed on Bonnell’s car, or any information concerning the
final disposition of this vehicle. SIU did not receive or retain any items from Bonnell’s car.
See State’s Exhibit 9, p. 1.

vi. Hair on a green pillow.

Det. Ernest Hayes wrote in his Supplementary Report dated November 28, 1987 that
a “[g]reen vinyl pillow” was recovered “on the back porch of the victims home.” See State’s
Exhibit 15, p. 3. Det. Hayes noted that there was blood on the pillow. Id. The pillow “was
conveyed to the morgue for testing.” Id,, p. 3, 6. In the Incident Report, this item is referred

to as a “chair seat cushion.” See State’s Exhibit 14, pp. 2, 4.
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Det. Svekric submitted the pillow to Linda Luke at the Coroner’s Office on November
28, 1987. See State’s Exhibit 6. Ms. Luke released the pillow to the lead trial prosecutor,
Richard Bombik, on February 25, 1988. Id. This was during Bonnell’s trial, which lasted from
February 22 to March 24, 1988. Tr. 8, 1700.

At trial, the prosecution introduced the green pillow as State’s Exhibit 23. Tr. 905-
906. Linda Luke testified that she received the green pillow at the Coronor’s Office. Id. at
903. Ms. Luke was able to determine that the blood on the pillow was type O. Id. The victim,
Robert Bunner, was blood type O. Id. at 906. Melvin Bonnell was blood type A. Id. At the
close of the State’s evidence, the prosecution withdrew the pillow. Id. at 1276. No further
records concerning the disposition of the pillow could be found.

vii. Plastic bags for gunshot residue.

Officer Thomas Jesionowski testified that Lieutenant Torek ordered the staff at
Lutheran hospital to cover Bonnell’s hands in plastic bags. Tr. 1270. This was done at
approximately 6:00 a.m. Id. No other mention of the plastic bags can be found in any
documents in the prosecutor’s file. There is no evidence that any testing was ever conducted,
and no evidence regarding any potential testing of the plastic bags was entered at trial. SIU
never received any plastic bags, or any evidence related to any potential testing done on
Bonnell’s hands. See State’s Exhibit 9.

viii. Two guns recovered by Cleveland police.

Cleveland Police recovered two guns in connection with this case. Officers Emerilo
Montalyo and Thomas Jesionowski recovered the first gun, a .25 caliber Tanfoglio pistol,
about a half a block away from where Bonnell had crashed his car on Lorain Avenue, and in

the area where they saw Bonnell first lose control of his vehicle. Tr.1112,1117,1257-1258.
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The .25 caliber Tanfoglio was received by SIU and labeled Lab #244381. See State’s Exhibit
9, p- 1. The .25 caliber Tanfoglio was signed out to Prosecutor Rick Bombik on February 18,
1987. See State’s Exhibit 9, p. 4; see also State’s Exhibit 18, p. 1.

At trial, the State introduced the .25 caliber Tanfoglio as State’s Exhibit 51. Tr. 1145.
Detective Mitchell Wisniewski of the SIU testified that he processed the .25 caliber Tanfoglio.
Tr. 1144-1145. Det. Wisniewski was unable to life any fingerprints off of the weapon. Id. at
1146. He further testified that when the weapon was recovered, the hammer was in the
firing position, the clip was in place, and a bullet was in the chamber. Id. at 1145.

Detective James Yonkers, a firearms examiner with the SIU, testified at trial that he
compared the two .25 spent casings recovered from Bunner’s apartment to casings that were
test-fired from the .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun recovered near Bonnell’s car. Tr. 1164.
Det. Yonkers concluded that the recovered .25 caliber Tanfoglio was the weapon that fired
and ejected the casings found in Bunner’s apartment. Id. at 1167-1171. There is no record
of what happened to the .25 caliber Tanfoglio after trial.

The second gun, a .25 caliber Titan pistol, was turned over to the police by Marlene
Roberts, whose daughter was dating Bonnell’s brother. Tr. 1285, 1298. She found the gun
in the cushions of her couch a few days after the murder and did not know whose it was. Id.
at 1298-1299. She testified that Bonnell and his brother were “like family, they are in and
out all the time." Tr. 1301. The .25 caliber Titan was also received by the SIU as Lab
#244533. See State’s Exhibit 9, p. 1. There is no Forensic Laboratory Report card associated
with this weapon on filed in the Forensic Lab. This gun was never entered into evidence, nor
is there any indication in the records that it was relevant to the murder of Robert Bunner.

Cleveland Police destroyed the .25 caliber Titan in 1992. See State’s Exhibit 5.
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CONCLUSION

Pursuant to its obligations under R.C. 2953.75, the Prosecuting Attorney has used
reasonable diligence to determine whether biological material was collected from the victim
or crime scene and whether a parent sample of the biological material sought for DNA testing
still exists. Based on all of the foregoing, the Prosecuting Attorney reports and certifies to
this Court, to the defendant, and to the Ohio Attorney General, that the only items of
biological material still in existence for DNA testing are as follows:

e seven autopsy microslides from the victim, Robert Bunner,

e four swabs from Bonnell’s maroon and tan jacket,

e one swab from an autopsy microslide, and

e Bonnell’s maroon and tan jacket, introduced at trial as State’s Exhibit 22.
All of these items are currently in the possession of the Medical Examiner’s Office.

The Prosecuting Attorney remains open to any additional avenues to search for
biological material in this case, and intends to supplement this report with any additional
information the prosecutor might learn in the future.

Respectfully Submitted,

MICHAEL C. O'MALLEY
CUYAHOGA COUNTY PROSECUTOR

/s/ Christopher D. Schroeder
CHRISTOPHER D. SCHROEDER (0089855)
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney

The Justice Center, 8th Floor

1200 Ontario Street

Cleveland, Ohio 44113

(216) 443-7733
cschroeder@prosecutor.cuyahogacounty.us
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE AND COMPLIANCE
A copy of the foregoing Prosecuting Attorney’s Report Pursuant to R.C. 2953.75(B) has
been served by email this 15th day of June, 2017 to Kimberly S. Rigby (kim.rigby@opd.ohio.
gov), counsel for Defendant Melvin Bonnell, and to Assistant Attorney General Katherine E.
Mullin (katherine.mullin@ohioattorneygeneral.gov) on behalf of Ohio Attorney General

Michael DeWine.

/s/ Christopher D. Schroeder
Christopher D. Schroeder
Assistant Prosecuting Attorney
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Exhibit 1



AFFIDAVIT OF CHRISTOPHER D. SCHROEDER

STATE OF OHIO
SS:
COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA

Christopher D. Schroeder, being first duly sworn, deposes and says the following:

1. I am an assistant prosecuting attorney employed in the Office of Cuyahoga County
Prosecuting Attorney Michael C. O'Malley. I am the Managing Attorney, Capital
Crimes Docket, and a member of the Office’s Appellate Unit.

2. From November 2016 through the present, | have represented the State of Ohio in the
capital case of State v. Melvin Bonnell, case number CR-87-223820.

3. OnNovember 30, 2016, I received a phone call at my office from Elizabeth Quattrochi,
who identified herself as an investigator with the Federal Public Defender’s Office.
Investigator Quattrochi asked me for permission to review the exhibits from the
Melvin Bonnell case. 1 asked what exhibits she was looking for. Investigator
Quattrochi stated that she was not looking for anything in particular, and that she
simply wanted to go through all of the exhibits to see what we had in our possession.
She offered to record her review of any evidence on video. 1 told Investigator
Quattrochi that I would check to see what, if any, evidence my office had in its
possession, and that I would get back to her. [ also recommended that she speak to
Assistant Attorney General Thomas Madden with the Ohio Attorney General’s Office
to see if his office had any exhibits from Bonnell’s case in its possession.

4. On December 5, 2016, I sent an email to Investigator Quattrochi stating as follows:

“Elizabeth,

“I have discussed your request to review our office’s file in the Melvin
Bonnell case with my supervisors. We cannot agree to such a broad
request. If you are looking for anything in particular - police reports,
an exhibit - let me know and | will be glad to look for that for you.

“Thank you and have a happy holidays season.”

5. Shortly after sending that email, Investigator Quattrochi and I spoke over the phone
again. [ informed her that my office had four boxes of material related to the Melvin
Bonnell case in our possession, but that those four boxes contained only paper
documents. Investigator Quattrochi indicated that she was looking for physical
exhibits. Based on this conversation, | believed that Mr. Bonnell's attorneys at the
Federal Public Defender’s Office were seeking to conduct DNA testing of some of the
physical exhibits in Bonnell’s case, and were not interested in any of the paper
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10.

s

documents in the case. | stated that my office had no physical exhibits in our
possession. [ again recommended that she speak to either Assistant Attorney General
Madden or to the Cuyahoga County Clerk of Courts to look for any exhibits in the case.

At some point during the week of December 5, 2016, | went to the Cuyahoga County
Clerk of Courts Office on the second floor of the Cuyahoga County Justice Center.
There, I spoke in person to James Boyle, the Manager of the Criminal Division of the
Clerk’s Office, about locating any physical exhibits in Bonnell’s case. He agreed to
search the Clerk’s Office to determine what, if anything, they had in their possession.

On December 6, 2016, Investigator Quattrochi emailed me the following:

“Hi-

So, I have spoken with the Tom Madden (he emailed) and the clerk'’s office (Jeff
Cardenas and Kayla Griffin) and it seems that the physical exhibits cannot be
located for Bonnell Case #223820. The clerk's office seems to believe that they are
with you... is there any way that you could double check or help figure out there
whereabouts? I am looking for the physical exhibits which include a .25 handgun,
two jackets and a pillow. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Libby”

My office maintains a secure property room on the eighth floor of the Cuyahoga
County Justice Center. [ was generally aware from past cases that this property room
contained numerous exhibits from old, closed cases, and that my office kept an
inventory of the items maintained in that property room.

Upon receiving Investigator Quattrochi’s email on December 6, 2016, |1 asked the
secretaries assigned to the Appellate Unit of my office to check that written inventory
for any items related to Bonnell’s case. | provided them with both Bonnell’s name and
the criminal case number, CR-87-223820.

Also on December 6, 2016, I asked two employees of my office’s Case Management
Unit if our office had any additional items in storage from Bonnell’s case. I specified
that I was looking “for physical exhibits - a handgun, two jackets, and a pillow.” They
later informed me that they had checked our office’s file storage areas and that the
only items we had related to Bonnell’s case were the four boxes of paper documents
I had already both reviewed and informed Investigator Quattrochi about.

I was aware at this time that there had already been DNA testing in Bonnell's case. To
confirm this, 1 checked the online docket and saw that on July 6, 2009, Assistant
Prosecuting Attorney Matthew Meyer had filed a document captioned Notice of
Postconviction DNA Testing Results in the trial court. Attached to that document were
two forensic reports from DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC) dated March 30, 2009 and
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12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

i

June 29, 2009 indicating that the partial DNA profile obtained from several
bloodstained sections of the maroon jacket that Bonnell was wearing the night of the
murder was consistent with the DNA of the victim, Mr. Robert Bunner.

I then forwarded Investigator Quattrochi’s December 6, 2016 email to APA Meyer. |
was aware that Prosecutor Meyer had formerly served as counsel of record for the
State of Ohio in Bonnell’s case, prior to joining the Economic Crimes Unit of my office
in 2013. | asked APA Meyer if we had ever received Bonnell’'s maroon jacket back
from the DDC after the completion of the 2009 DNA testing. 1 also asked if he was
aware of the location of the remaining items specified in Investigator Quattrochi’s
December 6, 2016 email - the handgun, another jacket, and a pillow.

On December 7, 2016, one of the secretaries assigned to the Appellate Unit informed
me that she had checked our office’s property room inventory and found no items
related to Melvin Bonnell, CR-223820.

That same day, APA Meyer informed me that the last time he had seen any physical
evidence in Bonnell’s case was about eight years earlier, in the “dead files” section of
the Eighth District Court of Appeals, when Bonnell’s maroon jacket was sent to the
DDC for testing. APA Meyer did not recall ever seeing any physical evidence in
Bonnell’s case except for that jacket.

Based on that conversation with APA Meyer, | personally went to the “dead files”
section in the Eighth District Court of Appeals to inquire if they had any evidence
related to Bonnell’s case. Specifically, | spoke to Robert Duckworth, an employee
there. Mr. Duckworth informed me that all of their capital case files were now being
stored in the Clerk of Courts’ office in the Justice Center.

I then emailed Investigator Quattrochi stating that | had confirmed there were no
physical exhibits related to Bonnell’s case in my office’s possession. I further stated
that [ would make some phone calls to attempt to locate any exhibits that I could.

On December 8, 2016, | went to the Clerk of Courts’ Office to determine what physical
evidence was in the Clerk’s possession from any capital cases in Cuyahoga County.
Kayla Griffin, Pending Files Division Supervisor, showed me inside a secured room
where the Clerk’s Office maintained the records of many of our office’s capital cases.
Each box inside the room was clearly labeled with the name and case number of the
defendant. | examined each box. None of them contained Bonnell’s name or case
number.

18. On December 15, 2016, Investigator Quattrochi sent me an email indicating that she

had “triple checked with the clerk” and that the clerk’s office did not have any exhibits
in Bonnell’s case. She stated that she appreciated me looking for the exhibits and
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reaching out to others in an attempt to find them. She also asked if there was anyone
else that she could follow-up with.

19. Immediately after receiving Investigator Quattrochi’s email, | emailed James Boyle
asking if he had located any physical exhibits in Bonnell’s case. He responded that he
was still looking and that he would keep me posted.

20.1 emailed Investigator Quattrochi back stating that I had personally walked down to
the Clerk’s office the week before (the week of December 5, 2016) to determine if they
had any evidence in their possession from Bonnell’s case. | stated that they had told
me they did not, but that they were looking into some other avenues and would let
me know.

21. Later that afternoon on December 15, 2016, I received the following email from
Investigator Quattrochi:

“Hi-

[ have spoken with Kayla Griffin (Supervisor) twice and she has stated that
she does not have anything. It does not make sense that they would tell me
that they do not have anything while telling you that they're looking into
other avenues. Ms. Griffin was clear that they do not have them and seemed
to think that y'all ordinarily keep them. Who else would keep exhibits? |
am new to Ohio, so [ am learning about how things are done up here. I am
genuinely confused and a bit stumped. Thank you for your time.
Elizabeth”

22.To ensure that Investigator Quattrochi had the same information I did, I replied that
the person [ had been dealing with was Ms. Griffin’s supervisor, Mr. Boyle. I provided
Investigator Quattrochi’s with Mr. Boyle’s office phone number. She responded that
this made sense and that she would contact Mr. Boyle.

23.0n December 21, 2016, | received another email from Investigator Quattrochi. She
stated that she had spoken with both Mr. Boyle and Ms. Griffin in the Clerk’s office
and that they were still unable to locate any physical exhibits related to Bonnell’s case.
She asked if I had been able to locate anything,

24.0n that same day, I contacted Linda Steimle, the Manager of the Case Management
Unit of our office, asking if her staff could “take a good look through storage, the
property room, or anywhere else that we might have evidence to see if there [was]
anything related to” Bonnell’s case. | informed her that the Federal Public Defender’s
Office was looking for “a .25 handgun, two jackets, and a pillow.” | provided her with
Bonnell's name and case number and asked her to let me know if she needed any
additional information.
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25.

Following that email, and still on December 21, 2016, [ personally visited our office’s
file storage areas in the basement and on the 25th floor of the Justice Center to search
for any boxes labeled with Bonnell’s name or case number. After reviewing the files
stored in both locations, I did not find anything related to Bonnell’s case.

26.During that search, one of the employees of my office’s Case Management Unit

27

28.

29.

30.

o

recommended that [ speak to Marilyn Neff. At that time, Ms. Neff worked in the
Finance & Operations section on the 9th floor of our office. For several years prior to
that, however, Ms. Neff sat at a desk in the property room on the 8th floor of our office.
In that capacity, she worked in close proximity to many of the physical items of
evidence in our office’s possession in the property room.

On December 22, 2016, | emailed Ms. Neff asking if she recalled seeing anything
related to Bonnell’s case, including “a .25 handgun, two jackets, and a pillow.” |
provided her with Bonnell’s name and case number. Ms. Neff responded later that
day that she did not recall seeing anything related to Bonnell’s case, but that she
would check the property room inventory to be sure.

On December 27, 2016, Ms. Steimle recommended that [ speak to the secretaries
assigned to the Appellate Unit of my office about whether we had any items from
Bonnell’s case in the secure property room on the 8th floor of our office. By this point,
the appellate secretaries had already checked that inventory once at my request on
December 7, 2016. Later in the day on December 27, 2016, a second secretary
informed me that she had separately checked our office’s property room inventory
and found no items from Bonnell’s case.

On December 28, 2016, one of the secretaries assigned to the Appellate Unit of my
office informed me that she would go into property room to conduct a visual
inspection of the items inside to determine if any of the items | was searching for were
located there. She later informed me that she had not located any items from
Bonnell’s case during her search.

On January 3, 2017, [ spoke to Det. Joselito Sandoval with the Cleveland Division of
Police, Homicide Unit. I asked Det. Sandoval to attempt to locate any evidence from
Bonnell’s case that was still in the possession of the Cleveland Police. I did this
because the Cleveland Division of Police was the original law enforcement authority
involved in the investigation of Bonnell’s offense in 1987. [ provided Det. Sandoval
with Bonnell’s name, case number, and the name of the victim.

On January 4, 2017, Det. Sandoval left me a voicemail stating that he had checked the

Cleveland Police property room and learned thata .25 caliber handgun from Bonnell’s
case, serial number D93314, was listed as being destroyed on February 1, 1992. Det.
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32.

23,

34,

35.

36.

Sandoval further stated that he was attempting to locate the jackets and the pillow,
and that the last entry in the property room records showed the jackets and pillow
going out to the morgue a few days after the murder on November 28, 1987.

Around this time, | also spoke to Assistant Attorney General Brenda Leikala with the
Ohio Attorney General’s Office. AAG Leikala indicated that she was unaware of the
location of any items of evidence in Bonnell’s case and that she had never seen them.
She also emailed me a PDF of the photographic exhibits that the prosecution had
introduced during Bonnell’s 1988 trial. I examined those photographs and saw that
State’s Exhibits 44 and 45 were photos of a gun lying in the street. | assumed this to
be the murder weapon - the .25 caliber Tanfoglio handgun. None of the other
photographs appeared relevant to my search for the items.

I then reviewed the transcript from Bonnell’s 1988 trial for any potential indication
as to where the four items in question were sent after trial. The transcript revealed
that the prosecution had introduced only one jacket into evidence: Bonnell’s maroon
jacket, marked as State’s Exhibit 22. The prosecution had introduced a green pillow
as State’s Exhibit 23, but then withdrew the pillow at the close of the State’s evidence.
The prosecution had introduced the murder weapon, the .25 caliber Tanfoglio
handgun, as State’s Exhibit 51.

Based on this review, I realized that the Clerk of Courts’ office would not have any of
the items in question in its possession. Bonnell’s jacket had been sent to the DDC for
testing in 2008. Neither party had offered a second jacket into evidence. The
prosecution had withdrawn the pillow. And I was previously aware that the court
reporters did not accept firearms as exhibits to be included with the record. From
prior experience, | knew that the Clerk of Courts’ office would only have exhibits
actually admitted into evidence at trial in its possession. [ believed [ had thus
eliminated the possibility that any of those items were still, or ever had been, in the
possession of the Clerk of Courts’ office. This was consistent with the representations
of Ms. Griffin and Mr. Boyle to both Investigator Quattrochi and I that the Clerk’s office
had been unable to locate any of these items from Bonnell’s case in their possession.

On January 18, 2017, I spoke to Dr. Julie Heinig at the DNA Diagnostics Center (DDC).
Dr. Heinig stated that the DDC had mailed Bonnell’'s maroon and tan jacket to the
Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office (now known as the Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner’s Office) in 2012, following the completion of their DNA testing in 2009.
She also emailed me chain of custody documentation verifying that Jessica York with
the DDC had released Bonnell’s maroon jacket via UPS delivery to the Cuyahoga
County Medical Examiner’s Office on July 2, 2012.

On January 18, 2017, I called Dr. Nasir Butt, DNA Supervisor and Technical Manager
at the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's Office, and asked if his office had any
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items related to Bonnell’s case in their possession. At his request, [ then followed up
with an email to both him and Curtiss Jones, the Supervisor of the Trace Evidence
Department, providing them with Bonnell’s name, the victim’s name, and the original
Medical Examiner’s Office number. Mr. Jones responded that he was in the process of
pulling the case file from archives and that he would look through it to verify what
items were in their possession.

37.0n January 24, 2017, Melvin Bonnell’s attorneys filed a new notice of appeal in the
Supreme Court of Ohio of Judge Timothy McCormick’s decision to deny Bonnell’s
prior application for DNA testing in 2005 (Case No. 2017-0115). Bonnell’s attorneys
also filed an application for reopening his discretionary appeal of Judge McCormick’s
decision (Case No. 2005-2284) and a motion to stay his execution date, which was at
that point scheduled for October 18, 2017.

38.0n January 30, 2017, [ received an email from Curtiss Jones at the Medical Examiner’s
Office. Mr. Jones stated that his office’s records showed that only one jacket and one
pillow were ever submitted to them as evidence, and that his office had released both
the jacket and the pillow to Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Rick Bombik on February
25,1988, during the original trial. Mr. Jones further stated that the jacket, which was
listed as being property of Melvin Bonnell, was resubmitted to him at the Medical
Examiner’s Office by Keith Hurley from the Clerk of Courts’ office on December 9,
2008. The pillow was never resubmitted. According to Mr. Jones’ email, the Medical
Examiner’s Office sent Bonnell's jacket to the DDC for testing in 2008. Following the
completion of that testing, the DDC then returned the jacket to the Medical Examiner’s
Office in 2012. I noted that all of this was consistent with the other information [ had
learned from the transcript and from Dr. Heinig.

39. Mr. Jones concluded by stating that the Medical Examiner’s Office was in possession
of three items in regard to Bonnell’s case:

“7 Autopsy microslides
4 swabs ‘from maroon and tan jacket’.

»rn

1 swab ‘from one autopsy microslide’.

During a subsequent conversation on May 31, 2017, Mr. Jones clarified that the
Medical Examiner’s Office was also in possession of the maroon and tan jacket that it
had received back from the DDC in 2012. (See paragraph 58).

40. Beginning on January 30, 2017 and lasting through March 6, 2017, | was engaged in
an aggravated murder trial in the Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas. During
that trial, | was generally unavailable to search for items of evidence in Bonnell’s case.

41. At some point during that trial, the prosecution called Curtiss Jones to testify as a
Trace Evidence expert. [ met with Mr. Jones in the hallway outside of the courtroom
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42,

43.

44,

45.

immediately prior to his testimony to review his findings. At that time, and once we
had finished reviewing his testimony in that case, | changed the subject of the
conversation to the Bonnell case. I asked Mr. Jones if | understood his January 30,
2017 email correctly to mean that the items specified therein were the only items that
the Medical Examiner’s Office had in its possession. He indicated that this was
correct, but that he was continuing to search for any additional evidence.

On February 10, 2017, Ohio Governor John Kasich issued a temporary reprieve of
Bonnell’s execution date, rescheduling his execution to April 11, 2018.

On March 16, 2017, | received a phone call from Investigator Quattrochi, who stated
that she was at the reception area in the 9th floor of my office looking for evidence in
Bonnell’s case. | informed Investigator Quattrochi that I had learned from Det.
Sandoval that the records from the Cleveland Police property room showed thata .25
caliber handgun had been destroyed in 1992. Although I do not recall the exact
wording of this conversation, I believe that I incorrectly stated that the .25 caliber
handgun that had been destroyed was the murder weapon. In actuality, [ later
learned that the destroyed weapon was actually the .25 caliber Titan handgun that
Marlene Roberts had found in her couch several days after the murder. 1 also
explained to Investigator Quattrochi that, based on the transcript, | believed I had
ruled out the Clerk of Courts’ Office as a possible location for any physical evidence in
Bonnell’s case. [ further stated that [ had no additional information regarding the
green pillow or the two jackets. | provided Investigator Quattrochi with the phone
number for the Cleveland Police property room, as well as the number for the
Homicide Unit if she desired to speak with Det. Sandoval. I also explained to her that
Det. Sandoval’s involvement in the case was limited to checking the property room
for items in Bonnell’s case essentially as a favor to me. I reiterated that my office had
no evidence in its possession from Bonnell's case.

During this conversation, Investigator Quattrochi asked if I knew where any
“projectiles” from the case might be located. | stated that Det. Sandoval had not
mentioned any projectiles being in the Cleveland Police property room, but that I did
not know for sure.

A short time later, [ received a voicemail from Investigator Quattrochi stated that she
was now at the Cleveland Police property room looking for evidence. She stated that
the staff at the property room needed permission from either me or from the Court
to allow her to look at any records related to Bonnell’s case. 1 called the property
room and agreed to allow Investigator Quattrochi to look at anything in their
possession, provided that neither she nor anyone else removed anything.

100
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47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

5Z.

On April 6, 2017, the Supreme Court of Ohio granted my motion to dismiss Bonnell’s
new appeal in Case No. 2017-0115. On April 19, 2017, the Supreme Court denied
Bonnell’s application to reopen his prior appeal in Case No. 2005-2284.

On April 26, 2017, [ received a copy of the Motion for an Accounting by the Prosecution
that Bonnell's attorneys had filed before Judge McCormick. After reviewing that filing,
I began the process of cataloging my efforts to locate any physical exhibits from
Bonnell’s case.

On May 30, 2017, I spoke to former APA Jon Oebker over the phone. Oebker was
formerly appellate counsel for the State on Bonnell’s case and is now an attorney with
the law firm of Tucker Ellis. Oebker indicated that he recalled seeing either a jacket
or a square cutting from the jacket in the “dead files” section of the court of appeals.
He did not remember seeing any other exhibits. He did not recall the Prosecutor’s
Office ever being in possession of any exhibits from Bonnell’s case. Mr. Oebker stated
that he left the Prosecutor’s Office in 2008.

On May 30, 2017, I spoke to retired APA Rick Bombik over the phone. Mr. Bombik
was the lead prosecutor in Bonnell’s 1988 trial. Mr. Bombik said that he had no
memory of any of the evidence from Bonnell's case. He was certain that he did not
have any items from the case in his possession. I specifically asked Mr. Bombik about
a handwritten note in the Prosecutor’s Office file stating that Bonnell’s jacket had
been “found by Bombik 2-9-90 in his closet.” Mr. Bombik stated that at the time of
Bonnell’s trial, the Prosecutor’s Office kept evidence from some of its cases in a locked
closet on the 9th floor of the Justice Center. Mr. Bombik was confident that this was
the closet referred to in the note, although he did not recall specifically finding
evidence from this case in that closet. He further stated that all of the evidence had
been removed from the closet years ago. Mr. Bombik also stated that he did not
believe anyone would destroy evidence from a murder case. He recommended that |
speak to Det. Jack Bornfeld, now an investigator with my office, as to the location of
any exhibits. Mr. Bombik stated that he retired from the Prosecutor’s Office in 2011.

Immediately following my conversation with former Mr. Bombik, I subsequently
inspected the closet on the 9th floor of the Prosecutor’s Office myself and confirmed
that there was no longer any evidence kept there.

On May 30, 2017, 1 spoke to Bruce Bishilany, the head of the Cuyahoga County Court
Reporters department. Mr. Bishilany stated that he would search the Court
Reporters’ office for any evidence associated with Bonnell's case or any indication
that the Court Reporters Department was ever in possession of any evidence.

On May 31, 2017, I again spoke to Mr. Bishilany over the phone. Mr. Bishilany stated
that he had personally checked all of the evidence storage areas used by the Court

9
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53.

54.

55.

Reporters department. He had found no evidence related to Bonnell’s case. He stated
that any evidence that the original court reporter may have had following the trial
would have been filed in the court of appeals along with the transcript for Bonnell’s
direct appeal. He further explained that the Court Reporters department generally
does not want to keep any evidence in their possession.

I was aware through my review of the transcripts of Bonnell’s 1988 trial that the
original court reporter at trial was a Sandra G. Gieling. In an attempt to locate Ms.
Gieling, [ searched her first and last name in the Ohio Law Enforcement Gateway
(OHLEG), an electronic information network. That search revealed that the only
Sandra Gieling anywhere in Ohio, DOB 11/23/1935, was now deceased. |
subsequently confirmed this information through speaking with Mr. Bishilany over
the phone on May 31, 2017.

On May 30, 2017, I contacted the Ohio Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) at
Richfield, Ohio. 1 am generally aware that BCI has cooperated with local law
enforcement in many of our criminal cases in Cuyahoga County, although I saw no
evidence from my review of Bonnell's file that BCI was involved in Bonnell’s case in
any way. [ spoke to Alisa Kramer, an Administrative Professional 2 with BCI’s Cyber
Crimes Unit. Ms. Kramer stated that records from the timeframe of 1987-1988 have
since been “microfiched,” and that she would check to see what, if anything, BCI had
in its possession related to Bonnell’s case.

On May 31, 2017, I spoke to Jack Bornfeld, formerly a detective with the Cleveland
Division of Police, Homicide Unit, and currently an investigator with my office. Mr.
Bornfeld stated that he had no recollection of Bonnell’s case and no information as to
where any exhibits in the case might be located. Mr. Bornfeld asked me for the
complaint number from the original police reports so that he could check with the
Cleveland Police property room. He informed me later that same day that he had
checked the run book in the property room from November 1987 through the
summer of 1988 and found no listing for either a jacket or a pillow in Bonnell’s case.
He stated that the property room records indicated that the items were sent on
November 28, 1987 to the Coroner’s Office and that there was no record of them ever
coming back to the Cleveland Police property room.

56.1also asked Mr. Bornfeld if he knew how I could contact former Dets. John McKibben

and Anthony Zalar, both of whom worked on Bonnell’s case. Mr. Bornfeld stated that
Det. McKibben was now deceased. He did provide me with a phone number at which
[ could reach Det. Zalar.

57.0n May 31, 2017, I spoke to former Det. Anthony Zalar over the phone. Mr. Zalar had

some limited recollection of Bonnell’s case after | reviewed a basic outline of the facts
of the case with him. He stated that he was not aware of the location of any evidence
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in Bonnell’s case and he was certain that none of the evidence was in his possession.
I specifically asked Mr. Zalar as to whether he recalled anything about a green pillow.
He replied that he did not. Mr. Zalar further stated that he had no information as to
where any evidence in Bonnell’s case may be located.

58.0n May 31, 2017, I again spoke to Curtiss Jones with the Medical Examiner’s Office

over the phone. Mr. Jones confirmed that his office was in possession of the three
items specified in his January 30, 2017 email: (1) the seven Autopsy microslides, (2)
the four swabs from the maroon and tan jacket, and (3) one swab from an autopsy
microslide. Mr. Jones also clarified that the Medical Examiner’s Office did in fact have
the maroon and tan jacket itself in their possession as well. This was consistent with
the documentation I received from Dr. Heinig at the DDC showing that the jacket had
been returned to the Medical Examiner’s Office in 2012. Mr. Jones also stated that he
had performed a thorough search of the Medical Examiner’s archives and that these
were the only items in their possession associated with Bonnell’s case.

59.Mr. Jones also recommended that I contact Dr. Nasir Butt, DNA Supervisor and

60.

61.

62.

Technical Manager at the Medical Examiner's Office, to ask if his office had a “DNA
packet” in Bonnell’s case. Mr. Jones explained that if the Medical Examiner’s Office
had taken DNA samples in Bonnell’s case, any swabs from those samples might still
be in the possession of the Medical Examiner’s Office.

Based on Mr. Jones recommendation, on May 31, 2017, I contacted Dr. Nasir Butt. |
provided Dr. Butt with the original Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office (CCCO) case
number for Bonnell’s case of 199612, along with the names of both Bonnell and the
victim. Dr. Butt stated that he did not see any results for that case number in the
Medical Examiner’s Office’s electronic database. To be sure, however, he stated that
he would pull the case jacket and that he would assign someone in his office to check
their physical storage areas for any evidence related to Bonnell’s case.

On May 31, 2017, | contacted Ann Sindelar, Reference Supervisor at the Western
Reserve Historical Society (WRHS) in Cleveland. [ am aware that items from old,
historical cases have sometimes been located at the WRHS in the past. I provided her
with the names of both Bonnell and the victim, and stated that [ was looking for any
evidence in the possession of the WRGS from the case. Ms. Sindelar responded that
she had checked the WRHS online catalog and found no references to the name Melvin
Bonnell.

On May 31, 2017, I spoke to former APA L. Christopher Frey, now an Assistant Law
Director for the City of Parma. Mr. Frey stated that he did not recall ever seeing any
physical evidence in Bonnell's case, and that he did not know what evidence might
exist. He said that he did not recall ever searching for any evidence in the case. Mr.
Frey recommended that [ check the Prosecutor’s Office property room, the Homicide
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Unit of the Cleveland Division of Police, and the “dead files” section of the court of
appeals. Mr. Frey stated that he left the Prosecutor’s Office in 2003.

63.0n May 31, 2017, [ spoke to former APA Donald Butler, now a defense attorney in
Cleveland. Mr. Butler was the second chair prosecutor in Bonnell’s 1988 trial. Mr.
Butler stated that he did not recall seeing any evidence in Bonnell's case outside of
the trial, and that he was certain he did not have any evidence from the case in his
possession. He further stated that he was not involved in any of the appeals or
postconviction proceedings following the 1988 trial. Mr. Butler stated that he left the
Prosecutor’s Office in 1989.

64.1 placed two phone calls to the Cuyahoga County Archives building on Franklin
Boulevard in Cleveland on May 30 and May 31, 2017. In both instances, I left detailed
voicemails explaining that | was searching for evidence in the Melvin Bonnell case. |
provided Bonnell's name, case number, and the victim’s name.

65.0n June 2, 2017, I received a voicemail from Dr. Judith Cetina, Manager and Archivist
with the Cuyahoga County Archives. Dr. Cetina stated that the Archives building did
not have any transcripts or evidence related to cases recent enough to have six-digit
criminal case numbers. The County Archives only possessed items related to criminal
case numbers with five digits. Through a basic check of the online docket, |
determined that Cuyahoga County transitioned from five-digit to six-digit criminal
case numbers in 1980. Bonnell’s six-digit criminal case number is CR-87-223820. Dr.
Cetina further stated that any items related to cases from that time would be in the
possession of the Clerk of Courts.

66.0n June 2,2017, I received a voicemail from Dr. Lewis Maddox, DNA Technical Leader
at BCI Richfield. Dr. Maddox stated that he had reviewed what he referred to as the
“LIM System,” and that he had also conducted a physical review of the old card
catalogue system at BCI Richfield. He stated that he found no indication that BCI had
ever had a case involving Melvin Bonnell or Robert Bunner.

67.0n June 5, 2017, I spoke to Dr. Maddox over the phone. Dr. Maddox explained that
the “LIM System” was the Laboratory Information Management System, BCI’s
computer database used to track evidence in cases that BCI has worked. Prior to the
introduction of the LIM System, BCI maintained that information in a card catalogue.
Dr. Maddox estimated that BCI switched from the card catalogue to the LIM System
in approximately 2002. He further stated that any information contained in the card
catalogue prior to that date would have been back-entered into the LIM System. Dr.
Maddox reiterated that he had searched both sources and found no indication that
BCI was ever involved in Bonnell’s case in any way.
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68. On June 6, 2017, I spoke with Dr. Butt over the phone. Dr. Butt stated that the only

69.

70.

71

T2,

evidence in the possession of the Medical Examiner’s Office were the items Mr. Curtiss
Jones had previously mentioned. Dr. Butt also provided me with email
correspondence between himself and APA Matthew Meyer dated January 15, 2009 in
which Dr. Butt informed APA Meyer that “[t]here are no samples retained in either
the DNA or the Trace Evidence Departments for 199612 Robert Bunner.”

On June 9, 2017, I received a voicemail from Jack Bornfeld, who stated that he had
double checked with the Cleveland Police property room for the green pillow. He
stated that he was unable to locate the pillow and could not determine what had
happened to it. Mr. Bornfeld further stated that there was no record of the pillow ever
returning to the Cleveland Police after it went out to the Coroner’s Office a few days
after the murder on November 28, 1987.

On June 13, 2017, I spoke to Dr. Thomas P. Gilson, M.D., the Cuyahoga County Medical
Examiner. 1 informed Dr. Gilson that 1 was searching for any evidence in the
possession of his office from Bonnell’s case. | provided him with Bonnell’s name, the
victim’s name, and the original Cuyahoga County Coroner’s Office (CCCO) case
number of 199612. [ also informed Dr. Gilson that I had previously spoken to Dr. Butt
and to Mr. Jones, and that they had been unable to locate any evidence in Bonnell’s
case in their respective departments. Dr. Gilson stated that he would check to see if
there were any additional avenues of search that Dr. Butt and Mr. Jones had not
already exhausted, and promised that he would get back to me within a few days if he
learned any additional information.

.On June 14, 2017, | spoke to Lt. Andrew Desanik at the Cleveland Police Property

Room. [ informed Lt. Desanik that I was looking for any evidence that the Cleveland
Police had in the Melvin Bonnell case at any point. I provided him with Bonnell’s
name, the victim’s name, and the complaint number of 87080470. A few moments
later, Lt. Desanik called me back, stating that the only evidence in the possession of
the Property Room was the .25 caliber Titan handgun, which had been destroyed in
1992,

On June 14, 2017, I went to the Forensic Lab on the seventh floor of the Cleveland
Police headquarters. There, I spoke to Officer Bryan Myers and informed him that
was looking for any evidence in the Forensic Lab’s possession from Bonnell’s case. |
watched Officer Myers search through a card catalogue in the Forensic Lab using the
names of both Bonnell and the victim, Robert Bunner. Officer Myers was able to locate
a single entry under the name “Robert Bunner” reflecting that the SIU received two
morgue pellets, designed “A” and “B,” on December 8, 1987. Officer Myers explained
that this card contained a Lab number corresponding to a second card catalogue in
the Forensic Lab organized by lab numbers. The laboratory number associated with
morgue pellets A and B was Lab #244492.
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I observed Officer Myers search the Forensic Laboratory Report card catalogue for
Lab #244492. Upon investigation, however, Officer Myers and I discovered that this
particular Forensic Laboratory Report card was missing, and had been replaced by a
blank sheet of white paper left protruding upwards out of the catalogue in what
appeared to be a placeholder position.

74. At this time, [ also spoke to Det. Todd Marazzi, who also worked in the Forensic Lab.

75,

76.

77.

Det. Marazzi stated that the actual pellets themselves would normally be in a file
cabinet in the Forensic Lab. He stated that if someone had pulled the Forensic Lab
Report card, however, this suggested that this person had removed the evidence (the
two morgue pellets) as well. Det. Marazzi showed me pages 286-287 from the
Forensic Lab run book, which indicated that morgue pellets A and B had been
received by SIU on December 8, 1987, associated with the “dead body of Robert
Bunner.” There was no further indication as to where the pellets were currently
located.

At Officer Myers’ suggestion, he and 1 also went to the Cleveland Police Property
Room on the eighth floor of the Cleveland Police headquarters. There, | spoke to Det.
Tom Ward. Det. Ward provided me with a copy of pages from the Cleveland Police
“Record of Property” run book confirming that the .25 caliber Titan handgun, serial
number D93314, was destroyed on February 1, 1992. Det. Ward stated that he had
reviewed the property room records and found no other evidence related to Bonnell’s
case. | specifically asked Det. Ward about a green cushion/pillow. He stated that the
cushion/pillow had never made it to the Property Room, and that the coroner must
have collected that item on scene.

On June 14, 2017, | spoke to Tina Stewart, a Scientific Examiner with the Cleveland
Division of Police, detailed to the Medical Examiner’s Office. Ms. Stewart provided me
with copies of the Forensic Laboratory Report cards for the .25 Tanfoglio pistol (Lab
#244381), the morgue pellets (Lab #244492), the .25 cartridge case (Lab #244815),
and two .25 caliber shell casings (Lab #245065). These accounted for the remaining
four items received by SIU (the fifth item, the .25 caliber Titan handgun, having been
destroyed in 1992). The cards for the .25 Tanfoglio pistol, the morgue pellets, and the
.25 cartridge case all contained handwriting showing that they had been signed out
to trial prosecutor Rick Bombik on February 18, 1987 (which I believe to be a typo
intended to reflect 1988). The card for the two .25 caliber shell casings showed that
it was signed out to another individual, whose name was illegible to me, on February
23,1988. There was no further indication of what happened to any of the items.

Ms. Stewart also left me a voicemail indicating that she had looked through the
Forensic Lab for all of the evidence specified under the five different SIU / Forensic
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Lab numbers in Bonnell's case. She stated that none of the evidence was in the
Forensic Lab.

78.0n June 15, 2017, | received a voicemail from Dr. Thomas Gilson. Dr. Gilson stated
that he had looked through the Medical Examiner’s Office file, and that he agreed with
Curtiss Jones and with Dr. Nasir Butt that the Medical Examiner’s Office did not have
any evidence apart from the microscopic slides Mr. Jones had previously mentioned.

79.1 believe that I have used reasonable diligence to determine whether biological
material in Melvin Bonnell’s case exists for testing at this point in time.

80.1 am open to any additional avenues to search for biological material in the Melvin
Bonnell case. I intend to supplement this affidavit and my report pursuant to R.C.
2953.75 with any additional information that I may learn in the future.

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT.

s Boklopills | 6//5/2017

Christopher D. Schroeder Date
Affiant

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this /5ﬁday of June, 2017.

NOTARY éiBLlC

James E. Moss
Notary Public
State of Ohio
Statewide Jurisdiction
My Commission Has No Expiration Date
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Is? - .
o /"630’ — }W;C, e FEB 8, 1990
DET ANTHONY ZALAR: 75 1345 hrs

afﬁ<"7

COUNTY PROS. BOMBIK called for you and said that the Capital murder
case re: defendant MELVIN BONNELL is going to have a hearing before
Supreme Court. BOMBIK reguests that you locate and bring to him
MELVIN BONNELL's MAROON jacket sometime tomorrow. He definitely
will need same by early Monday.

PROS BOMBIK can be reached at 443-7806. k fﬁ

J.F. Sgt ';Z.;ng <£y;2 C)
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CUYAHOGA COUNTY CORONER'S LABORATORY
TRACE EVIDENCE DEPT.
RECORD DF ITEMS SUBMITTED FROM OUTSIQE SOURLES 4

ITEMS: p{ / / o/“) | 7 |
Subinlued hy:, - M 2707 2D K e £
]';’1, end © a . Recelwed by: V /4 "3??2 Zg -

Qate)
(o Laboraory ¢

Lxamioed by:

{Sigaature) {date)

Type of Examinai

Returmed to: W gﬁ&% - &M@%M@

LIV f ke ‘/;5/;;/; P

/
(Signamre) (date) (how)

TE-43

Back of’
cored.

mm—— i e e e




Bask

off Cowrd

CUYAHOGA COUNTT CORONTR'S LABORATORY
TRACE EVIDENGE DEPT.
RECOSD OF xm.m SUIMITTED ¥ROM QUTSIDE SOURCES

(Signatare) {date)

Type of Evln

Reour to: '{ /7 by - /ﬂm:’ﬁ’fm ﬂ 1089, 57

- ) A/(Slgunm) [6( /t

TE-43

(Signamire) {date)

/ﬁ%:' / plrprep ///v.
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D P Chﬂin of GUSiOd‘i
»w For_ensic Services .

DNA Dlagnostics Center

. A : ,_.-——"'""’"
DDC Caso#: _FOP - LO14S Agency Reference #: ; .
- Specimen Registration |
DDC # . Sigacimen Desoription DDC # Specimen Description
o | ansu Sdes
0% | -O0 c\uﬁcuoaq stide,
03.A  |swob €uen () autopsy
Sk;‘de, _
(3.A. ONA_extrack oo Swab
o () auopsy_shde
. Chain of Custody Record
~ Submitted by: (pring) _ P\m'@ RScmr Date:_ 4 /[ 2| /OF Time: ~—_
Signature:, ~ Title: ( !L\# al ﬁj{ ag o 0 (1 Yere
Method ofDelivery: FE‘C\ Ex #34385206,1%542 , _‘
Received by: riny) \ JESS (O XJCr K Date: 4 / Q3 /09  Time: 4P~
Sig'nature:,/_a{ pRN(CA L%((Q’\,{L/ Title: Forensic, DNVA - A L_é%t
Relcaée&bﬁ"@“”ﬂSf’SSl(Cl \{C‘Y/K . Date:. {1/ 3 /¥ Time: _\ISOCA.H

Signature: .Q’ 0N (C L.,UCUK )
Mcth‘od que,ALery: UQS

Title: Yoréngr .C. 'DN‘& PT\QJ\HIU'
Reference #: _[ZXUXISS V53 9a8l

For Evidence Received by Mail

I hereby certify that I recewed the sPectmens at DNA Dlagnosttcs Center and that there is no evidence that thc
package has been opened.

Slgnamre({} 2N CG L/!\(QUU

A - 104Date: 4 /a | ©G - Time: GO~

Package Taped?: A Yes O No Tape Intact?: &Yes QNo " Signs of Tampering?: Q Yes A& No
One DDC Way Fairfield, Oﬁ 45014 US.A. 1-800-406-1940 f‘CJIX 513-88}.-4069-



TRACE EVIDENCE DEPARTMENT

"EVIDENCE RELEASE FORM
A e 3 . . o
Victim’s Name: KO bert TBonne s TE Case Number:
7 .
CCCO Case#: |99 lot2’ f M-t 19 0) Agency Case #:
TE .. _ T ... TE . TE
Item # ) _ Item # Ttem # Item #

7&4{3’/53/ Mucwo Soes N\ L \

N \ \ N\
\ R R R
\

' o '// -
/ : o
| 7
l X | r)
\- ' ! II‘- :|r
/ ; o, o g '
N 77 T <
. \‘_/ . - . o i
Released to: (Print Name) D D C./M - o (Signature)
Agency: . ) _ _ Contact #:

. Released by: (Print Name) A rja,ﬂc‘f' f‘f M 3 F]II SC‘,} i - ) (Slgnaturc}ﬂ/ﬁm / A \ﬁ/f-"j{f (1
Date:_' LL/Z !/06} Tirﬁe_: . /0 "00 @M Reason fur'Re'[ease flﬂ ) jj ﬂﬁd prect j& ééia

Additional Comments:

TE Evidence Release Form - Version | Effective Date: 10-16-07

F0B-2044g g/

A - 105



Vo Chain of Custody
= _ ‘ Forensic Services

DNA Dlagnostics Center
DDC Case #: FO % {2748 Agency Reference #: :
Specimen Registration
DDC # .| —Specimen Description DDC # Specimen Description
= : N
O\ - 2l el fou J v ket OL.AN 01D 1) sechions  temovec i?xt\\t-*
i o OLML, 0V T, LR fov ONA and  exirdds
oLT4, OLU.I were labeled :
' ' . LA
01X, Ol.E e yaker Yeeves 01.H.|
T | 3 .
o\ LI
% 01Kk
O\W, A1 X1,  |ONA edrads Geen sGoaDs oni
oY), o2 [fvom moroen cnd tan ay a4
)0Ke & Sleeves
_ Chain of Custody Record
Submitted by: (print) C‘{ s JO = Date: | * 23 HO 2 Time: —
Signature: . _ sl Title: C-yoboac. Chy- (orave-s o e

MethodofDelivery; Fe (" £ W’” 262237771,

Received by: (pring) _ K’i e /4( N“ )y _ Date:! = 4 2y of Time: ¥ 70~
Signature: / :7 A \{’\ _ Title:_Forenst DAA Arely 5
Released by: (oring) JK%S\(( ! ‘1/0\/ K Date: 1 /3 /|2  Time:_\[30c
Signature: ' Title: Yot C })MH Ancl \.4.6’1'

Method of Delivery: UPS

s _ Reference # 1EXU XIS DDE4Ga8

For Evidence Received by Mail

I hereby certify that I received the specimens at DNA Diagnostics Center and that there is no evidence that the
package has been ope‘ted

Signature: | A Lf\ A-106Date: /[~ /AL | OF
Package Taped?: JElYes I No Tage.Intact‘?: _RrYes ONo

Time: 400/

~ Signs of Tampering?: Q Yes A No

One DDC Way Fairfield, OH 45014 US.A,  1-800-406-1940  fax 513-881-4069



JRp——

CUYAHOGA COUNTY CORONER’S OFFICE
TRACE EVIDENCE DEPARTMENT
EVIDENCE SUBMISSION FORM

vietim's Name: __ 0 o\u N W [aner TE Case Number: ~ I~
CCCO Case#: \AG 6\ D_ Agency Case #: MA Case Type:  Honr
Agency TE .
Item # Item # Description Test Requested
Itvo}c (m\\-ﬁ\\m\ml, ¢ o=h— ML (:f ’x'l‘-\\“\n}
\——)

_—

/

/

/ |

/ g«\ oY
/

.

/ [ - - e ———— - - . S — - —
Was all evidence properly sealed? Yes No. If not, it was sealed by:
Submitting Agency:X c {er !{_ DJ\: eour‘f"g Address: X% 200 0RO ST,
Contact Person & Phone#:)«’-‘ K@_\H’\ "(‘UFIQL‘] qqg* ?‘E S$3 City/State/Zip:» (Lk"_M -0 H Y q [ |?
Submitted by: (Print Name) X Iéért"ﬁ-( Huﬁl,lz"{{ (Signature) x [ f QL i 6( )%Xﬂ//éﬁ/f
Received by: (Print Name) Cu Y None s (Signature) — h/
Submission Date:  12-\4\o 5 Time: ‘oo AMEM)

Additional Comments:

A-107

TE Evidence Submission Form - Version | Effective Date; 10-16-07

Fog- 20745
S



Chain of Custody
A, - ‘ Forensic Services

DNA Dlagnoestics Center
DDC Case #: FOH 20349 Agency Reference #: n .
Specimen Registration
DDC # ‘ Specimen Description DDC # Specimen Description
02 | Ret. Std for
Melun Ponaeil
(4 bucea) Gra)os)
OLAL |DNA extrack from ()
Duccol Swab foo Melvin
Bonnelu
Chain of Custody Record
Submittéed by: riny _ Jxlie A Hﬁin’\ig Date:e 2 / 5 [ 04 Time:

Signature:,

Title: Fyensic L(lb Assstant - Dir.

Method of: Dehvery HG.

Received by: (prins) JesSu o ktf()f H ' _Date:_ 2 /

b / OG  Time: 8450
Signature: (@om COL. %oub :
\ )

Title: _foensib DNA A J‘\j&i"

Released by: @r!nu Date: / / :I‘irne:

Title;

Signature:

Method of Deljyery:

Reference #:

For Evidence Received by Mail

I hereby certify that I received the specitnens at DNA D1agnost1cs Center and that there is no evidence that the
package has been opened.

Signature:m_ @)

U
Package Taped?: T'Yes [ No

. A__mDate: / /. Time:
Tap__e Intact?: QYes O No

~ Signs of Tampering?: QYes QO No

One DDC Way Fdirfield, OH 45014 US.A.  1-800-406-1940  fax 513-881-4069

AAe AN TS NROTI-AH
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Re: Robert Bunner, CCCO Case #199612 evidence request

Curtiss Jones G"S\\A‘

Mon 173072017 1121 AM \\b

" Schroeder, Christopher <cschroeder@prosecutorcuyahcgacounty us>;

~Nasir Butt <nbutt@cuyahogacounty.uss;

The records for this case show that only one jacket and one pillow were ever submitted as evidence to the
laboratory. The jacket and the pillow were released to Pros. Bombik during the original trial. This release
occurred on 2/25/1988. The jacket, property of Melvin Bonnell, was re-submitted to the laboratory from the
Clerk of Courts Office, Keith Hurley, on 12/9/2008. | rec'd this item at that ime. The pillow was not re-submitted.
The jacket was sent to DDC for further testing and returned to the CCMEO. We currently are in possession of the
following items in regard to Robert Bunner:

One jacket, property of Melvin Bonnell.
7 Autopsy microslides

4 swabs "from maroon and tan jacket".
1 swab "from one autopsy microslide".

Curtiss Jones

Supervisor, Trace Evidence Department
Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner's Office
11001 Cedar Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

216 698 4614

cujones@cuyahogacounty.us

From: Schroeder, Christopher <cschroeder@prosecutor.cuyahogacounty.us>
Sent: Wednesday, lanuary 18, 2017 4:23 PM

To: Curtiss Jones; Nasir Butt

Subject: Robert Bunner, CCCO Case #199612 evidence request

Dr. Butt + Mr. Jones,
The Prosecutor’s Office is looking for two jackets and a pillow from the below-listed case:

Defendant’s name; Melvin Bonnell
Victim’s name: Robert Bunner
CCCO Case f: 199612

One of the jackets was sent to DNA Diagnostics for testing in 2008. Their chain of custody {attached) indicates that they sent
the jacket to your office in 2012, Please iet me know if you have these three items, or any items relating to the Bonnell
case, in your possession. Thank you.

Christopher D. Schroeder A-110
Managing Attorney, Capital Crimes Docket
Cuyahoga County Prosecutor’s Office

https:/mail.cuyahogacounty us/owa/#viewmodel=ReadMassageltem &ltem|D = AAMKADR kMzQ4YzQ4LWNHNWOINDIhYSTIMDRKLW ZjMzk2Zm2ZjYzUyZQ... 12



From: Anjanette Fischer

To: Curtiss Jones

Date: 2/2/2009 2:08 PM
Subject: 199612 Robert Bunner

I talked with Dr. Julie Heinig at DDC. She stated she will hold off on the tissue slides for now. She has e-mailed Matthew
Meyer and informed him that she is not likely to get results from the tissue slides. They are attempting to get the suspect's
standard, but have gotten nothing to date. She indicated that if the prosecutor's office wanted to "have a go" at getting a
DNA profile from the tissue slides, she will contact our agency at that time.

Let me know if you have questions,
Anjie

Parentage Analyst

Parentage and Identification Department
Cuyahoga County Coroner's Office
11001 Cedar Ave.

Cleveland, OH 44106

(216) 698-4267

Confidential:

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of the County of Cuyahoga and/or its agencies, are confidential
and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are not one of the
named recipient(s) or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete this message immediately from your desktop or mobile electronic device. Any other use, retention,
dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail and/or attached file(s) is strictly prohibited.

A-111
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From: Curtiss Jones

To: Matthew Meyer
Date: 1/15/2009 1:17 PM
Subject: Melvin Bonnell

There are no samples retained in either the DNA or the Trace Evidence Departments for 199612 Robert Bunner. So
as far as a DNA standard for the victim, no luck there. The other option is to check with Histology to see if they have
any tissue slides retained for this case. For that, you will need to contact Dr. Miller. If there are slides, they can be
released to the TE Dept. and | can ship them to DDC. Any questions let me know.

Curtiss Jones

Supervisor

Trace Evidence Department
Cuyahoga County Coroner's Office
11001 Cedar Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio 44106

216 698 4614
cujones@cuyahogacounty.us

Confidential:

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of the County of Cuyahoga and/or its agencies, are
confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If you are
not one of the named recipient(s) or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in error,
please notify the sender and delete this message immediately from your desktop or mobile electronic device. Any
other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail and/or attached file(s) is strictly
prohibited.

A-112



From: Curtiss Jones

To: Matthew Meyer
Date: 1/15/2009 1:17 PM
Subject: Melvin Bonnell

There are no samples retained in either the DNA or the Trace Evidence Departments for 199812 Robert Bunner. So
as far as a DNA standard for the victim, no luck there. The other option is to check with Histology to see if they have
any tissue slides retained for this case. For that, you will need to contact Dr. Miller. If thers are slides, they can be
released to the TE Dept. and | can ship them to DDC. Any questions let me know.

Curtiss Jones

Supervisor

Trace Evidence Depariment
Cuyahoga County Coroner's Office
11001 Cedar Avenue

Cleveland, Ohioc 44106

216 698 4614
cujones@cuyahogacounty.us

Confidential;

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of the County of Cuyahoga and/or its agencies, are
confidential and are intended sclely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this e-mail is addressed. If yvou are
not one of the named recipient(s) or otherwise have reason to believe that you have received this message in error,
please nolify the sender and delete this message immediately from your desktop or mobile electronic device. Any
other use, retention, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this e-mail andfor attached file(s) is strictly
prohibited.

A-113
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COFC FORM 711

DIVISION OF POLICE

CLEVELAND, OHI0
DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION

ost. BSI zoe  Technical Section ‘ April 11,2011
EXAMINED Bm vk Se&&— % ~//~ 20} ]

mom Tina Stewart, Scientific Examiner 1w Nathan Willson, Sergeant

siect  Public Records Request
coresto  BSI, Unit Files

Sir:

Regarding request for evidence connected with Melvin Bonnell, the Forensic Unit received only
the following items:

Lab# Description

244381 .25 Tanfoglio pistol
244533 .25 Titan pistol

244492 Morgue pellet

244815 .25 cartridge case
245065 .25 auto cartridge cases

None of these items are in the possession of the Forensic Unit. All items were signed out and not
returned. No records of any other items connected to this case could be found.

Respectfully,

Tina Stewart, Scientific Examiner
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/

FORM 714

EXHIBIT

tabbles*

DIVISION OF POLICE

CLEVELAND, OHIO
DEPARTMENTAL INFORMATION

P’roperty Unit - ] - DATE  December 11 20 07
EXAMINED BY %’%/ RANK S DATE 2z o2 20 o>
FROM PO Valerie T. Mone #2576 TO Delffa Cavett, L’% oS |

SUBJECT PUBLIC RECCORDS REQUEST - MELVIN BONNELL
COPIES TO  Unit Files

Sir;

Regarding the request for evidence in the Aggravated Murder conviction of MELVIN BONNELL, the
following is submitted:

After researching evidence log books for 1987 and 1988, [ could locate only two (2) items entered into
evidence.

o 12/7/1987 Weapon - Excam 25cal SN# M-44846 Property # 87-6974
* 3/31/1988 Weapon - TT 25 cal SN# D-93314 Property # 88-2203

Records indicate:
1. #87-6974 was signed-out on 12/10/1987 by badge #2306 and never returned
2. #88-2203 was destroyed on 2/1/1992

Photocopies of pages from unit log books are attached indicating the above.

Respectfully, N
()Ot“ S%ﬁﬂ\mwkﬂFzsqé

PO Valerie T. Mone #2576
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
CLEVELAND, OHIO

Baltitas 2450.65

LABORATORY NO.

FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT

ARTICLE Shell Casings #4.25 A1t0)

PROPERTY OF METLVTN BONNETT,

SUBMITTED BY Walsh #1682

DATE SUBMITTED 15 88 ,
REMARKS: c/w Dead Body of Robert E. Bonner

reriet file

Cof C71-22 EThAY Ll
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ARTICLE

‘g Palatas

POLICE DEPARTMENT

CLEVELAND, OHIO L 24438 1

LABORATORY NO.—.

_ FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT
25cal Tanfoglio pistol #M 44 846

PROPERTY OF

Melvin Bonnell

SUBMITTED BY

.LK1bben

DATE SUBMITTED -

T24=4=3a7

. REMARKS:

homicide

MO A O B TAVT M
J N 1

-t L= 19 LW R U -L.I-l L=

RR and Gunfileschecked

.,

TUHLS Cupnpm/ Lreed Dy Ac(’ r‘,qsm/cr /Ag#_&fiij,e/\— 1A Y~ wf‘k 72/ /3{/97'

THIS Wiearonl {iged 205 sep Cas piiy S caa? c;)‘/jn\/y('— aY - VEIC T~ BP/

) Cof CTis22
i

'Ret.to P.R. 12-4-87

et e e i bty 4 1 £
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

Baltitas - CLEVELAND, OHIO 244815
LABORATORY NO.

_ FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT
25cal Casing

ARTICLE

PROPERTY OF Unknown

SUBMITTED BY Haves #106

DATE susmitTep 12 21 87

REMARKS: c/w Melvin Bonnell

_THiS 25 oAl ACPE (CHase  oons Lired By 025 pa . THAEDGIO  PidsTDd

Sop# M Y4 596  (ngHF 24438} — upY-VERK-TLL ~RBPT

Cof C71-22

“1 7Y

5
vk

P2 /' e
o5 Y
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" POLICE DEPARTMENT -

Baltitas CLEVELAND, GHIO 244492
LABORATORY NO. i

FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT
ARTICLE Morgue Pellet : :

PROPERTY OF Unknown

SUBMITTED BY JMS

DATE sueumrnsb'?1 2887 EJ A g i g

 REMARKS: c/w Dead Body of ROBERI‘.BUNNER

e Morgue Pellet File

Comp- 2YYSEB —29qHE) N/M

LT N

s
ﬂé,w&%i’f/w '
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Yonkers

POLICE DEPARTMENT _ -
CLEVELAND, OHIO - 244533
LABORATORY NOC -
. FORENSIC LABORATORY REPORT _
ARTICLE .25cal, Titan pistol : # D93314

o

PROPERTY OF M Bunnel

-sysmiTTED BY Det. Goldstein -

DATE susmiTTED . 12/9/87

REMARKS: c/w homicide of Eugene bunnel

H Cn o o MR T
T ISPF-ardofIAY—TLE BPTVER

e = P Y s TP, W, Py |
nhanagunSTIres—CnecKkeda

CofC71-22
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CUYAHOGA COUNTT CORONER'S LABORATORY
TRACE EVIDENCE DEPT.
RECORD OF ITEMS SUIMITTED FROM OUTSIDE SOURCES

pept. (1 /evedacect ﬂ%e ;Q_ch}’ M .:fz,—»r"‘ij

e, LoberT fuonrirs ) Coroners @ [9FE L2

_ ITEMS; M %5&252” 29 /}/@jﬂ% ) ,&koue,f '
F;’OYT" Subiniued hy: ,@7ZM s0d— S Fgd i
o castt Received bs:“ﬁ/of“ﬁ'\ A L2-48 %@%/té M

{Signatute} T‘V A {date)

Laboratory #5363 - 876 - LGF Examined by:
72D &*l{?{ (Sigoswre) (date}

Type of &nmjﬁi?wc:;— 13
Remrned tor k

{ilgnatare) v (Departmnent) i g

by:‘_ 2 'M."
TE-43 {Signature) {daw) thour)
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DNA Diagnostics Center
Forensic Service

One DDC Way
Fairficld, OH 45014
1-800-406-1940

fax 1-800-310-9746

DNA Diagnostics Center

FORENSIC REPORT

To: Ms. Kim Rigby
Public Defender
2500 East Broad Street, Suite 1400
Columbus, OH 43215

Date:  3/30/09

DDC Case No,: F08-20748

Subject: Melvin Bonnell

The following items were analyzed:

DDC Item No. Description Date Received
01 maroon and tan jacket 12/26/08
02 reference standard from Melvin Bonnell 2/6/09

Serology Results:

Item # | Description of stains on item #01 | Presumptive results DNA analysis
(maroon and tan jacket) for blood

01.A front- left mid area positive performed DNA analysis (01.A.1)
01.C front- left upper area positive NFT

01.D front- left lower area positive performed DNA analysis (01.D.1)
01.E front- left lower area positive NFT

01.H left sleeve- near cuff positive performed DNA analysis (01.H.1)
01.1 left mid sleeve positive performed DNA analysis (01.1.1)
01.L right sleeve near cuff positive NFT

01.0 back- right upper area positive NFT

01.P left upper sleeve positive NFT

01.Q back- right lower area positive ' NFT

01.R back- right lower area positive performed DNA analysis (01.R.1)
0LT right upper sleeve positive performed DNA analysis (01.T.1)
01U back- right waistband positive performed DNA analysis (01.U.1)
01.W | swab of left sleeve- outside of cuff positive performed DNA analysis (01.W.1)
01.X swab of left sleeve-inside of cuff positive performed DNA analysis (01.X.1)
01.Y | swab of right sleeve-outside of cuff positive performed DNA analysis (01.Y.1)
01.2 swab of right sleeve-inside of cuff positive performed DNA analysis (01.Z.1)

Page l of 3
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Forensic Report
3/30/09
DDC Case No.: FOB-20748

DNA Diagnostics Center

Item # | Description of stains on item #01 | Presumptive results DNA analysis
(maroon and tan jacket) for blood

01.Af inside- left sleeve positive NFT

01.Aj inside- right sleeve positive NFT

NFT = no further testing

Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Results;
DNA extracts from items 01.A.1, 01.D.1, 01.H.1, 01.1.1, 01.R.1, 01.T.1, 01.U.1, 01.W.1, 01.X.1, 01.Y.1, 01.Z.1,

and 02.A.1 (ref. std. from Melyin Bonnell) were characterized through Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) at the
Short Tandem Repeat (STR) loci D351358, vWA, FGA, D8S1179, D21811, D18S51, D5S818, D138317, D78820,
D16S539, THO!, TPOX, CSFIPO, and Amelogenin.

DNA extraction and human quantification were performed on item 01,U.1 (stain from back, right, waistband of
maroon and tan jacket). Further DNA amplification was not performed at this time.

- STR Genotypes
ltem # D3ASI358 VWA FGA DE8s1179 D21s11 D1855] D55818 D13s317 D75820 DI165539 THOI TPOX CSFIPO Amelo
oLAL | 1sxaT 1617 | | 208 e NR | 1011 NR NR NR | 67 8 NR XY
0D | 1507 lﬁl'f' 129| 12,15 . NR | 1011 NR NR NR 6 | NR | NR | XM
oLt | 1sa7 | wean | A | nzas | 2832 [ NR[ 0 NR NR NR 67 | NR | NR XY
ot | oasan |oear | o« | 12as | MR NR | 10,11 NR NR NR . NR | NR XY
0LR.1 (507 | 1617 [ 5 | nzas | 28322 | 206 | tom | w3 NR a2 | 67 | sn , XY
01T 1517 | 16,17 125]’ 1205 [ NR NR | 10,11 NR NR ni2 | 67 | &1 | WNR XY
w1 | 1517 . o | ozas | W NR | 101 NR NR NR « | N | wR XY
01.X. 1 NR 18 | NR | %13 NR NR NR NR NR NR | NR | NR | MR XY
01.Y.1 1517 | 16#4* | MR ‘2“{;;) 28 NR | o101 NR NR NR NR . NR XY
| 0121 1517 | 1618 | NR ‘Zi‘,']:”' . NR | 10010 | NR NR NR NR | NR | NR XY
| 02.A.1 17 18 | 2 | a3 | 2830 | uas | 2 1" 9.1 904 | 693 | 8 1013 | xy

* signal below reporting standards
NR no signal detected

() signal less intense _

[ ] signal less intense than ()

Page 2 of 3
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Forensic Report
3/30/09
DDC Case No.: FO8-20748

DNA Diagnostics Center

Conclusions:

The DNA profiles obtained from the following items are consistent with originating from a male donor. Melvin
Bonnell (item 02.A.1) can be excluded as a contributor to these DNA profiles:

01.A.1 stain from front, left, middle area of maroon and tan jacket
01.D.1 stain from front, left, lower area of maroon and tan jacket
01,H.1 stain from left sleeve, near cuff, of maroon and tan jacket
0l.I.1  stain from left mid sleeve of maroon and tan jacket

01.R.1 stain from back, right, lower area of maroon and tan jacket
01.T.1 stain from right upper sleeve of maroon and tan jacket

01.W.1 swab from outside left cuff of sleeve of maroon and tan jacket

The mixed DNA profiles obtained from the following items are inconclusive for Melvin Bonnell (item 02.A.1):
01.X.1 swab from inside, left cuff of sleeve of maroon and tan jacket

01.Y.1 swab from outside right cuff of sleeve of maroon and tan jacket
01.Z.1 swab from inside right cuff of sleeve of maroon and tan jacket

Disposition of Evidence:
The item of evidence and reference standard are stored in the DDC Forensic Department,

vwhie H \

% e K. H@MC 9 - Mﬁ;
Jessica L. York, B.S, Julie A. Heinig, Ph.D.
Forensic DNA Analyst Assistant Laboratory Director
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DNA Diagnostics Center
Forensic Service

One DDC Way

Fairfield, OH 45014
1-800-406-1940

fax 1-800-310-9746

DNA Diagnostics Center

SUPPLEMENTAL FORENSIC REPORT

To: Ms. Kim Rigby
Public Defender
2500 East Broad Street, Suite 1400
Columbus, OH 43215

Date:  6/29/09
DDC Case No.: F08-20748

Subject: Melvin Bonnell

The following item was analyzed:
DDC Item No. Description Date Received
03 . Autopsy slide from Robert Bunner 4/23/09

Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Results:

DNA extract from item 03.A.1 (autopsy slide from Robert Bunner) was characterized through Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) at the Short Tandem Repeat (STR) loci D351358, vWA, FGA, D85S1179, D21511, D18S51,
D5S818, D13S317, D7S820, D165539, THO1, TPOX, CSF1PO, and Amelogenin.

Note: The DNA profiles obtained from items 01.A.1, 01.D.1, 01.H.1, 01.1.1, 01.R.1, and 01.T.1 (sections from
maroon and tan jacket), items 01.W.1, 01.X.1, 01.Y.1, and 01.Z.1 (swabs from marcon and tan jacket sleeves), and
item 02.A.1(reference standard from Melvin Bonnell) were previously obtained and reported by DDC on 3/30/09.

Page 1 of 3
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Forensic Report
6/29/09
DDC Case No.: F08-20748

DNA Diagnostics Center

pDDC STR Genotypes
ltem # [D3SI1358 | vWA | FGA | D8S1179 | D21SI1 | DI8S51 | DSS818 | DI35317 | D7S820 | D16S539 | THOI | TPOX | CSFIPO | Amelo
AT | 1507 | w617 | * 12,15 v NR | 10,1 NR NR NR 67 8 NR XY
01D | 1517 '61';7' 125: 12,15 » NR 10,11 NR NR NR 6 NR NR | X(Y)
Lotk | osa7 fisan | 3 1205 | 28322 | NR | 10m NR NR NR 67 | NR NR XY
oI | isan | *a7 | 12.15 NR NR | 1001 NR NR NR = NR NR XY
01LR.1 15,17 16,17 lzgl' 12,15 28,32.2 12,16 10,11 *13 NR 11,12 6,7 8,11 . XY
oty | 1547 | 1617 '291 12,15 NR NR 10,11 NR NR iz | ez | s NR XY
01.W.1 15,17 ¥ il 12,15 NR NR 10,11 NR NR NR * NR NR XY
01X1 | NR 8 | NR 13 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR | NR NR XY
01.Y.1 15,17 16,** NR 12,(13),(15) 28 NR 10,11 NR NR NR NR " NR XY
01z1 | 1517 | 1618 | NR | 12,(13).(°) B NR | 10415 | _NR NR NR NR | NR NR XY
02A 1 17 18 2023 | 1213 2830 | 1116 | 1112 i 9.11 914 | 693 | 8 1013 | XY
BA1 | 1507 | 1617 | NR 12.15 . NR | 1011 NR NR NR 6.7 8 NR XY

*signal less intense

NR no signal detected

() signal less intense

| 1signal less intense than ()

Conclusions:
The DNA profile obtained from item 01.X.1 (swab from maroon and tan jacket sleeve) is inconclusive due to an
insufficient amount of DNA,

The partial DNA profiles obtained from items 01.1.1 (section from maroon and tan jacket) and 01.W.1, 01.Y.1, and
01.Z.1 (swabs from maroon and tan jacket sleeves) are inconclusive for Robert Bunner (item 03.A.1) due to an
insufficient amount of DNA.

The partial DNA profiles obtained from items 01.A.1, 01.D.1, and 01.H.1 (sections from maroon and tan jacket) are
consistent with Robert Bunner (item 03.A.1), therefore, he cannot be excluded as a contributor to the DNA profiles

from items-01.A.1, 01.D.1, and 01.H.1 (sections from maroon and tan jacket). An additional allele, below reporting
standards, was detected in item 01.A.1 at the genetic locus D3S1358. An additional allele was also detected in item

01.D.1 at the genetic locus VWA,

The partial DNA profiles obtained from items 01.R.1 and 01.T.1 (sections from maroon and tan jacket) are
consistent with Robert Bunner (item 03.A.1), therefore, he cannot be excluded as a contributor to the DNA profiles
from items 01.R.] and 01.T.1 (sections from maroon and tan jacket). The probability of selecting an unrelated
individual at random from the population having a DNA profile matching the partial DNA profiles obtained from
items 01.R.1 and 01.T.1 (sections from maroon and tan jacket) is approximately 1 in 239,000 individuals.

Page 2 of 3
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Forensic Report
6/29/09
DDC Case No.: F08-20748

DNA Diagnostics Center

Disposition of Evidence:
The item of evidence and reference standard are stored in the DDC Forensic Department.

Guamcos & Yok C)w 0.4
Jessica L, York, B.S. Julie A. Heinig, Ph.D.
Forensic DNA Analyst Assistant Laboratory Director
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E] Lutheran Hospital
a Cteveland Clinic hospital

CERTIFICATION
April 18, 2011
Office of the Prosecuting Attorney
Cuyahoga County, Ohio
Justice Center Courts Tower
1200 Ontario Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
Attention: Ethan Hill
RE: MELVIN BONNELL
The medical records maintained at Lutheran Hospital indicate that the personal
belongings of Melvin Bonnell were in police custody during his admission from

November 28, 1987 through December 4, 1987. The personal belongings were
signed for and released to a member of the Police Department on December 4, 1987.

Subseribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public on the 18th day of April, 2011.

a W\M&w Q—%.Sn:.u.n.n-_

Maggle Altekruse -
Notary Public, State of Ohlo
My Commission Expires February 11, 2015

A-144
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v LU1:HERAN MEDICAL CENTER

CLEVELANG, CHIO 44113 31;343?7‘9 96638
. . u P
PATIENT BELONGINGS FORM il 0ICU-8 S 37Y M STAFF
: - , 1128 SNS 7 NEN, DAVI
ei9—1?bﬁ$-FARVlN5%2§h 44109
0oL, 2% 44113
UNK;
1128 (MR
5 BeY M
| Ve!uabl;s: o : PLACED (N ENVELOPE BY
ENVELCPE NO. —. L. TN
KEY NC. ' - KEY GIVEN TO PATIENT _

KEY ATTACHED TO ARMISSION FORMS —

Belongings to be Kept at Bedside:

LUGGAGE

w. @> ; ob

JEWELRY ~ 77

MISCELLANEOUS ._‘l\OﬁDW e v M‘{ _ ] p&b\‘
)

‘The hospital assumes responsibility only for articles placed in a safety
deposit box.

. | take full responsibility for articles retained in my possession and any others
brought ta me while a patient at Lutheran Medicai Center.

Articles left longer than 30 days after discharge will be disposed of by the
hospital.

DATE ‘lk’a' ]*"7 \En LLML\A_QJ.‘{rD S pone
SIGNATURE DF PATIENT OR OTHER (- STATERELAzf;Z?Q
EXPLAINED RESPONSIBILITY FOR BELONGINGS RETAINED & kﬁM—L—pj_‘/

SIGNATURE OF HOSPITAL ':'VIPLO

A -145
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3-

u{"..l'

TRANSFER FROM

TIME SR

T0 DATE
 PERSONAL BELONGINGS:  TRANSFERRED WITH PATIENT YES NO 5 =
KEPT ON UNIT . S
SPECIFY LOCATION
VALUABLES KEY: NO YES
TAANSFERRED WITH PATIENT VES NO e
KEFT ON UNIT — -
] SPECIFY LOCATION
NURSE'S SIGNATURE
TRANSFER FROM_. TO i - PR | ;- NS .
PERSONAL BELONGINGS:  TRANSFERRED WITH PATIENT YES NO
KEPT OM UNIT o
SPECIFY 1.OCATION
VALUARLES KEY: NO  YES
TRAMSFERRED WITH PATIENT YES 'NO
KEPT ON UNIT
SPECIFY . LOCATION
NURSE'S SIGNATLIRE
TRANSFER FROM TO DATE TIME
PERSONAL BELONGINGS:  TRANSFERRED WITH PATIENT YES NO
KEPT ON UNIT —
SPECIFY LOCATION
VALUABLES KEY: NO YES
TRANSFERRED WITH PATIENT YES NO
KEPT ON UNIT
SPECIFY LOCATION

NURSE'S SIGNATURE

42

@,
DISCHARGE DATE /Q ‘H‘gz TIME )9 P

I have in my possession the personal belongirgs brought into Lutheran Medical Center.

SIGNATURE W%g & 2= L —W, |

* PATIENT/OTHER WITH RELATIONSHIP HOSPITAL PW'SONNEL i .

W W/ A - 146 = : -Mh‘i‘ - :mz

Gl

L
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JENRY LILVE WL S TUVLGUR T LT VYEL A NLU Fdaocilo OO WP &R0 S0 TE S VL L0 e QUL JTTT W

ENTRY DATE 11/28/87 OFFENSE/INCIDENT SUPPLEMENTAL RFPOAT #01 PAGE 1
ENTRY TIME 1331 DEPARTMENTAL COGPY - DISTR PBOB B560
CTTTTTTTTTTTT T OFFENSE/INCIDENT INFORMATION
40MIC IDE/ARRE ST/CONFINEMENT UCR CLASS: 01,111
REPORT STATUS:OPEN UCR DISPOSITION: CLEARED BY ARREST
REPORT DATE: 11/28/87  RELATED REPORTS: 00000000 00000000
"""""""""""""""" (OCATICN/DATE/TIME/INFORMATION
OFFENSE LOCATION APT. ZONE BUSINESS NAME CODE
5709  BRIDGE AV UP/E 211  EAST APARTMENT 50100

INTERSECTING ST,

CENSUS TRACT: 1034
DATES OF OCCURRENCE TIME OF DAY DAY(S) OF ODCCURRENCE

11728787 0335 SAT
AEATHER CONDITIONS: CLOUDY UNIT: 211
INVESTIGATIVE INFURHATIUN
REPORTING OFFICER(S): MCKIBBEN,DET. 1597 GOLDSTEINLDET, 683
INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION NDTIFIED: LT. TOROK DET.HAYES
INVESTIGATOR: CAR 253 CAR 8151
UPDATED CUMPLAINANT/VICTIH INFORMAYION
NAME R/7S/A pbDoB
3UNNZR,RIBERT EUGENE W M 23 06/07/64
HOME ADDRESS APT.
5709 IRIDGE AV UP/E
CLEVELAND 04 20000 PHONE: 000-0000
3USTNESS ADDRESS APT. OCCUPATION WORK HOURS
0000 0000
PHONE: 000-0000
QEMARKS
UPDATED INJURED CG*PLAINANT
PERSON TAKEN TC TAKEN BY CONDITYION
-UTHERAN HOSPITAL EMSH 3 T/CONFINED

THEN AT 0430HRS. PRONOUNCED DOA BY DR. MOYSENKD ZROM GUN SHOT WOUNDS

TA THE CAEST AREA, SEE NARRATIVE FOR FURTHER INF)

T T T T T TTTTTTTTT SUPPLEMENT #01 NARRATI VE .
SUPERVISOR STGNATURE:___________________ 9ON___ /ot

INTAKE ENTRY BY: ANWTSSV To T

CALLING OFFICER: DET, MCKIBBEN, 1597 SIGNED:___ __ ..~ .. ___sON___/___/__
APT REVIEW CIDING BY: P39 : A
' ‘ ORIGINAL TITLE; DEAD BODY-SUSPECTED HOMICDE
ARRZST AND CONFINEMENT
TITLE NOW TO READ; HOMICIDE=ARREST-CONFINEMENT

CONFERRED WITH DR. ROBERT CHALLANER OF THE COUNTY CORONER'S
OFFICE AND LEARNED THAT HE PERFORMED AN AUTIPSY ON THE VICTIM. DR,
CHALLANER STATED THAT THE VICTIM SUSTAINED AN ENTRANCE GUNSHOT WOUND
OF THE CHEST AND ALSO & GUNSHOT wWOUND OF THE GROINs WITH ONE PELLET BE
ING RECOGVERZD. +4E OFFICIALLY RULED THE DEATH OF ROBERT BUNNER A HOM-
ICIDE. : .

ARRESTED AND CONFINED; MELVIN BONNELL W/M/f23/S D.,0.B. 9-23-584 RESID
ING AT RUV1HFVIN AVE.THIS SUBRJECT IS OQUR CPD
NUMBER 149685, PRESENTLY CONFINED IN THE INTEN-
SIVE CARE UNIT AT LUTHERAN HDSPITAL AS A VIC-
TIM 3F AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT FRDM W. 39TH AND
LCRAIN AVE,

CHANGE IN TITYLE CHANGE IN TITLE CHANGE IN TITLE



ENTRY DATE 11/28/37 CFFENSE/ZINCI JENT  REPORT PAGE 2

ENTRY TIME 0808 DEPARTMENTAL COPY DISTR PBOB 9560
)fSPDSITIDN: ZND DISTRICT TAG N0t
OFFICER MARKING EVIDENCE: PTL. KUKULA 1642 ID MARK:

NGS. RED/GRY JACKET,GRN BLOOJDSTAINED CHAIR SEAT CUSHION/TAGGED M,E/BX

e A D e S Ty R e SR gk e am S o TR M e A g T e S W e R i O g O e s e S cun N bGP AR S A S T SR S D O s e e e

CONFISCATED VEHICLE#001 INFIRMATION

YR MAKE “ODE&L STYLE LICENSE NUMBER STKR VIN
50 CHEV MAL 45 87 04 PC 32755D
COLOR 1: COLOR 2: COLDOR 3: CCN:

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION
MED.BLUE. VIU#37097 TOWED BY A &€ M TO LOT #2

D S S R D S el BB e S GBS e o e e S S D e G e SR e S D G = R R S e e e

%l VEHICLE OWNER 001 INFJIRMATICN

NAME:SMITH,DONALD ADDRESS:23223 QIVERSIDE AV
CITY:CLEVELAND STATE:OH ZIP:000000000 PHONE: 0000000 APT:

CLAIM NBR: INS.COMPANY: SOUNDX$S930
TEXT:

A e o e T T S D A S e T B o O S s S e g, B M D T G SR S e S i o ol S am S W

ARRESTED PERSON #001 INFORMATION
ARREST NUMBER: 02000000 DATE ARRESTED: 11/28/87

NAME R/S/A pos HEIGHT WEIGHT ALTIAS/NICKNAME NCIC
GONNELL+YELVIN WM 29 09/23/58 5 10 168 PEANUT C
ADDRESS: 2625 MARVIN AV
CLEVELAND OoH PHONE: 000-0000 SOC-SEC NO: 000-00-2000
EYE COLOR: BLU HAIR COLOR: BRO
4AIR STY._E: LONG
WAVY
FACTAL HAIR: MUSTACHE
FACIAL OJXDITIES: UNK ,
TEETH: UNK .
cOMPLEXIIN: MEDIUM
SPEECH: UNK .
MISSING BODY PARTS: UNK,
TATTIO: ARM
PICTURES

SCAR/BIRTHMARK /MOLE tUNK,
SENERAL APPEARANCE: DIRTY/RAGGED

SUSPECT MADRE: UNK ,
R/L HANDED: UNK
3UILD: MEDTUM

ADDITIONAL OESCRIPTION
WEARING: RED/GRY JACKET, SUSPECT IS UNKN RELATIONSHIP TO THE VICTIM,

S e S S D S G A e S S A S S e g AP il il i D e S e e T P e el e S e e S e S e ke D e = T e S g D e D gl D S S G S BE WS W

SUSPFCT WEAPON #2011 INFORMATION

MAKE MODEL GAUGE SERIAL NUMBER VALUE
25
WEAPON TYPE: HANDGUN
dEAPON FEATURE: AUTOMATIC

ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTION

UNKN WHEREA3DUTS OF WEAPON AT THIS TIME,

ORIGINAL NARRATIVE
SUPERVISOR SIGNATURE:_____ e WON___/__/__

INTAKE ENTRY BY: AATNMMO
CALLING OFFICER: KUKULA 1642 SIGNED I o o WON___/___/_._
RPT REVISW CODING BY: P81

JILEPITLIIE0 100000002020 000077Am149

111111777
P17V IPT L0700 00000 00700000 pit it riirrtrrryre
111177 ~7 A

117770t tY
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ENTRY TIME 0808 f-‘ DEDARTHENTAL cory 4 DISTR PB0O8 BS6UL

JI1ELIEDIIRERFT LR E R0 b0 E0 001 P 800000800 redtir s iletiteliv/rielsd
Jittpprtgditediireetirrtetrlrriirrisi

177117111

COMPLETE OFFENSE/INCIDENT TITLE I5:

//

DEAD BODY/SUSPECTED HOMICIDE/ARREST/CONFINEMENT

rr

¢SIR:
NN THE ABOVE DATE AT 0347HRS, MEMBERS DF 2/C 211 RFCEIVED @ RADID

ASSTIGNMENT TO RESPOND TO W. 41 AND LORAIN AV, TQ ASSIST z/C 212 IN C/NW
A C4ASE IN A MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENT, WE ARRIVED AT 0347HRS. AND 0B-
SERYED THAT THE ABOVE SUSPEZT®S VEHICLE HAD CRASHED INTO A BUILDING
3929 LORAIN AV, BODNAR FUNERAL HOME AND THAT A MALE WAS LYING UN-
CONSCINUS ON THE GROUND BEING ATTENDED TO 3Y MEMBERS OF Z/C 212,
OFFICERS MONTALVO #1246 AND JESIONOWSKI #2187. AT D351HRS. RECETVED

A RADIO ASSIGNMENT FQOR 5709 BRIDGE AV. UP FIR A MALE SHOT. BEFORE
LEAVING LORAIN AV,, OFFICER MONTALVD RELAYED THAT THEY HAD A GUN
CHASING SUSPECT VEHICLE IN THE AREA OF W. 57 AND BRIDCGE AV. UPON
ARRIVAL ON 3RIDGE AV. AT 0353HRS. ENTERED THE UPSTAIRS FAST APT, AND

OBSZRVED EMS %3 ON SCENE ASSISTING THE VIC, WHO WAS LYING DN THE
KITCHEN FLOOR WITH AN APPARENTY GUN SHOT WOUND TC THE CHFST.

/

INTERVIEWED WITNESS #1 WHD STAT:ED THAT AT APPROX, 033S5HRS, 70O 0345HRS,
THERE HAD BEEN A KNOCK AT THE BACK D00R ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE APT,
AND THAT A MALE YELLED THRU THE DOOR THAT HIS NAME WAS CHARLTE AND
THAT HE WANTED TO TALK TO THE VICTI®. WITNZSS #1 AWAKENED THE VICTIM
WHO HAD BEEN SLEEPING IN THE LIVING ROOM, THE VICTIM OPENED THE BACK
DOOR WHILE STANDING IN THE <CITCHEN AND WITNESS #1 STNDD BEHIND THE
VICTIM, SUSPECT ENTERED THE KITCHEN AND ACCORDING TO THE WITNESS #]1,
SUSPECT YELLED "MDTHER FUCKER®™ AT THE VICTI® THRUST HIS HAND FOREWARD
TOWARDS THE THE VICTIM AND WITNESS #1 STATES THAT SHE HFARD ONE GUN
SHOT, WITNESS #1 THEN RAN INTO THE BEDROOM, WHERE WITNESS #2 WAS
SLESPING AND TOLD HIM "GENE WAS SHOT.™ WITNESS #2 EXITED THE BEDROOM
AND WITNESS #1 HID IN THE BEDRQOOM CLOSET AND HEARD TW]) MORE SHOTS.

/

WITNESS #2 STATES THAT HE ENTERED THE KITCHEN AND SAW THE SUSPECT ON
TOP OF THE VICTIM WHO WAS LYING ON THE KITCHEN FLOOR. SUSPECT WAS
PULLING THE VICTIM'S HAIR AND PUNCHING THE VICTIM. WITNESS #2 STATES
THAT HE PULLED THE SUSPECT DFF THE VICTIM AND OPENED THE BACK NOOR AND
PUSHED THE SUSPECT DUT AND JOWN THE BACYX STAIRS,

/

BOTH WITNESSES DESCRIBED THE SUSPECT AS A WHITE MALE IN HIS LATE

20'S DR 30'S ABOUT 5-9, BROWN LONG HAIR AND MUSTACHE AND WEARING A

RED AND GRAY JACKXET. MEMBERS OF ZONE CAR 211 THEN RADIO TO MEMBERS

OF ZONE CAR 212 THAT THE SUSPECT DESCRIPTION FITTED THE MALE THAT THEY
‘—EAD APPREHENDED AT 3929 LORAIN AV,

MEMBERS OF ZONE CAR 211 THEN CONVEYED WITNESS #2 TO LUTHERAN HOSP.
WHERE THE SJUSPECT HAD BEEN CONVEYED BY EMS #4, ARRIVING AT D415HRS,

/
WITNESS #2 JBSERYED THE SUSPECY FACE T0O FACE AT THE HOSPITAL AND

POSTIVELY IDENTIFIED THE SUSPECT AS THE MALE HE HAD SEEN ASSAULTING
THE VICTIM AT 5709 BRIDGE AV, SUSPECT WAS PLACED UNDER ARREST BY
OFFICERS KUCULA #1642y STANCZYK #1677, MONTALVO #1246 AND JESTONOWK]
#2187,

/
I0NE CARP 212 REMAINED AT THE '—AST’I]%Q AND WITNESS #2 WAS CONVEYED

HOME, AT WHICH TIME WE PESPONDEN TO 1977 W, 58 WHERE WITNESS #1 HAD
STATED THAT THF VICTIM'S MITHER LIVED,
/



SERVICE NOL.B/70BQ4/70Q CLEVELANTD  PULT.E DEPARTMENT SERPVILE NO,870B0470
ENTRY DATE 11/28/87 DFFENSE/INCIDENT  REPORT PAGE 4
ENTRY TIME OBOB DEPARTMENTAL COPY DISTR PBOB BS540

THE VICTIM*®*S FULL NAME AND JATE QOF 3TRTH WERE OBTAINED AND NOTIFICA-

TION wAS MADE TO HIS MOTHER (PATRICIA ALEXANDER) AT (0424HRS,

MEM3ERS OF ZONE CAR 211 RETURNED TO BRIDGE AV, AND RELEIVED CAR 243

OFFICERS WALSH #1682 AND BROWN #302 WHO HAD SECURED THE CRIME SCENE.

/

CAR 277 DETECTIVE MATUSNY ON SCENE FDR PHOTOS

THE TWO 25/CALIBER CASINGS PHITOGRAPHED AND THEN RECNOVERED BY OFFICER

WALSH #1682, ONE CASING HAD BEEN FOUND ON THE KITCHEN FLOOR AND THE

OTHER ON THE BATHROOM FLOOR WHICH ADJACENT THE KITCHEN. THESE CASINGS

WERE MARKED, TAGGED AND ENTERED AT THE 2ND 2157, BY NFFICER WALSH

#1682,

/ .
HOMICIDE CAR 8151 ARRIVED ON SCENE AND RECOVERED ONE RLOOD STAINED
CHAIR CUSHIJDN FROM A CHAIR ON THE BACK PORCH OFF THE KITCHEN.

CAR 8151 RESPONDED TO THE SUSPECT'S ADDRESS AND OBTA INED THE SUSPECT'S
FULL NAMEs DATE OF BIRTH AND MADE NOITIFICATION TO THE SUSPECT'S FATHER

/ .
SUSPECT'S VEMICLE WAS TOWED FOR PROCESSING 3Y CAR 212 VIU #37097 AND

A RED AND GRAY JACKET WAS RECOVERED BY IONE CAR 214 FPOM SUSPECT®S

VEHICLE. MARKED, TAGGED AND ENTERED INTO THE 2ND nIST. PROPERTY 800K
BY OFFICER EVANS #252.
/
/
, .
VICTIM A4AS CONVEYED BY EMS #3 TO LUTHERAN HOSPITAL AND PRONOUNCED AY
0430HRS. BY DR, MOYSENKOD
SUSPECT WAS CONVEYED TO LUTHERAN HOSPITAL BY EMS #4 WHERE HE WAS
TREATED AND CONFINED BY DR, MOYSENKD FOR HEAD INJURIES AND THE PRISON-
ER DETAIL WAS COMMENCED,. )
) .
REFZR TO ADDITIDNAL REPORTS 0OH1 B8Y CAR 212y SUPPLEMENTS BY HOMICIDE
8151, CAR 253 ON SCENE.
/ . '
RECIRD CHECK J3F ARRESY MALE PER PAYTHRESS/CLERK: 1977 ESCAPED, CCWs
KIDNAPPING, AGGRAVATED ROBBERY, 1981 AGGRAVATED RDBBERYs 1987 C OF C
/
SIU CHECK PER DET. ALLEN: CPD #14968%y SAME RECORD AS ABRQVE.
, .
NOTE: VICTIM'S FULL NAME ROBERT EUGENE BANNER AKA GENED

REFER TO FOLLOWING SUPPLEMENT(S) Ol THRU Ol FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS

END OF REPORT '

87332 01826

A -151
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LAED BOLY SUSPLCILD

HOMICILE ALRREST/CONFINLMENT

SUBJECT or CRIME

QU "PLEMENIAKY Kr~vOUK)
CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENY
CATE OF THIS REPORT I\‘OV . 28 b ] 198?

COMPLAINT NHO,

87-08C470

COMPANY OR OWNER .
- k/:(oﬂrtf

ADDRESS PHONE AGE | SEX RACE -5

VICTIM

LAY
ROBLERT Ed(}]‘;NE BUNNLR

ADORESS

£709 BR1DGL AVE

FPHONE

NORL

23| M | W S

n

"ADBWRESS 5F GCCURRENCE

57C9 BLILGE iVE UP

TYPE OF PLACE

KITCHEN/HOME

ZONE

212

TIME OF OCCURRENCE

Approx. 0235 Hrs.

DATE OF OCCURRENCE

NOVEIBER 28, 1987

DAY OF WEEK

SATURDAY

$ECURED BvY

ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE

DISCOVERED B8Y

ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE

PAGE 1 OF_Q PAGE REFORNT.

ORIGINAL INVESTIGATION

FOLLOW-UP REPORT [

On Saturday Nov. 28, 1987/, while assigned to car 8151, in company
with Det. Zalar, received a call from Police Radio of 5709 Bridge Ave.

meet car 211 on
at C3%45 Hrs.

Arrived at

a victim of a homicide. This assignment was received

57C9 Bridge Ave met with the following officers, car

253 LT. TOROCK, in charge of the district cars, 211. P.0'S STANCZYK #
1677, KUKULA # €42, investigating officers. car 212, P.0.'S JESIONOWSKI
# 2187, NCONTLLVC 1246, S.I.U. car 277, DET. MATUSZINY # 1569. Also

car 214 P.0.'S WALSh # 1682 and BROWN # 1302, together investigated.

VICTIM

NCTIFICATION

MORGULE
=

DET.

ROBERT LUGENE BULNER, W-M-23, ©6~7-64, SSN 270-70-8553%
residing at 5709 Bridge Up. This male is our C.F.D.
172796. This male has a record with this department

for the following; & T.0. 83-86, 5 C of C 83-87, R.S.P.
198%,.D.C.I. 1984, D.C. 1985, This male was conveyed to
Lutheran Lospital with a GSW to the chest. He was conveyed
by E.M.S5. #3. The victim was dressed in blue jockey type
shorts only. Viewed the body at Lutheran Hospital, he
had 1, GSw to the left side of the chest, there was a
treatment laceration of the left side of the chest.
Check of the victim at S.I.U. Det. ALLEN, reveals this
male has a record with our department, attached is his
face sheet. Check of the Record rook reveals the above
record on this male, PER PAYTHRESS, Checked the W&S Unit
FPER. RINALDI, No Wwants.

PATRICIA ALEXANDLR, W~F-43, D,0.B. 2-3-44, this female
is the mother of the victim, she resides at 1977 west
58 St. She was sent to Lutheran Hospital by car 211, at
the hospital staff informed her that her son expired.

Victim was pronounced at lLutheran Hospital, by Dr. MOYSANKO
at 0430 Hrs. He was received at the morgue by ATT. HCLSTEIN
conveyed by C&A LAmbulance Service, the victim was 73 Inches
179 Lbs. This male had no property and his clothing was

a pair of blue shorts.

HAYLE AND ZALAR

COFCY - 10
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HGI-I CI-DL/RHHLST/CUIJE‘II‘]'A}.&\U.‘ CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMEN, . COMPLAINT NO.,
SUBJECT or CRIME DATE OF THIS REPORT NOV. 28 3 1987 87-080470 N
COMPANY OR OWNER ADDRESS PHONE AGE | SEX | RACE (T3]
VICTIM ADDRESS PHONE

#UBERYL LUGLNE BULLLR E7CA PHIDGI. AVE NONE J25 M i S
ADDRESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE IONE

5709 BRIDGE iVi. K1LCHEN /RO P2
TIME OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK

LPFROX. 0235 HRS. NUVENBER 28, 1987 SAVURDAY
SECURED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
&;covanzo BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
IS N— OKIGINAL IRVLSTIGATION PRSI (]

SLEHLLCT T T :

T"HRESTED FELVIN BORNELL 4KA& PrANUDS, W-NN-29, D.O.B. 9-23~-58,

SSN 276-60-9750, C.P.D. 149685. This male is confined
at IUTHERAN HOGP1'0sli., This to be explained in the Invest-
section of this report. Checked at the Ww&S Unit, not wvanted
PER. RINALDI, Check at S.I.U. DEl. ALLAN, rap sheet is
attached to this remort. Record room reveals that this
male was ‘an Escapee in 1977, 2 Agg. Rdberys in 1977 and
1981, CCW in 1977, Kidnapping on 1977. PER. PAYT:iHESS,
It should be noted at this noint that this male was very
intoxicated or under the influence of drugs while at the
hospital, he could not talk, there came a tiie that he was
able to mumble a name and address. This was the address
of !is father, he was interviewed later. This rale was
taken to I.C.U. and a detail was established.
This mele was injured in a auto accident this will be
explained in the investigation of this report.

LHUTO 1980 Chev. 4 Dr. Light Blue in color, Ohio Lic. 325 GSD

TOWED VIN. 1T19KA1494616, this vehicle is listed to one, RONALD
ohITH, 3223 Riverside Ave. 351-0570, this male is a mail
man assigned to the airport at Hopkins. He informed us
that he last seen his vehicle at the driveway at his home
at 1830 lrs. He then drove to work in his girlfriends car
he was not aware that his brother had his vehicle untill
he was informed. by us. He then told us that his brother
has keys to his home and his keys were on a stand in the
kitchen. This vehicle was involved '‘in an accident at 3929
Lorain Ave. Towed from the scene assigned VIU # 37097.
This vehicle is to be processed by S5.I1.U.

wii’Oli USED There was two casings recovered at 5709 Bridge in the
apartment of the victim, they were taken by P.O. WALSH
after they were photographed by DET INalUS4LY. He entered
them in the property book at the second district, they
were signed for by members of 8151, conveyed to the hom-
icide office and entered in the property book. The are
‘ described as .25 Cal. casings. The weapon was NOT recovered
DET. HeYRS, 2ZalaR  at this time. R

INVEZTIBAT i: » d/dé‘A - 1?%%710;3 Cé&JPAPPHOVE?/E; g i i
] ERAIN Vam 5 SE 11 5 AL UL B REQUESTED Clon scEnE

SNOW TENP ) WIND $. 0L U NOT REQUESTED

ASYGNMENT PECEIVED FROM: TIME ASSIGNED
RAQIO | 1 DISTRiCT [ OET. suR. [ OTHER COMPLETED




v EODY 51U rRCLED

SCR1CILL/niiEsT/corp1Pa P PLEMENTARY REPORT
’ CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT
DATE OF THIS REPORT

SUBJECT or CRIME

COMPLAINT NO,

wOV,. 28, 1upy| &7-CE0470

COMPANY OR OWNER ADDRESS PHONE AGE | sex | Race WS
VICTIM ADDRESS - PHONE

RUBERT EUGENE BUNIER- 5709 BRI1LGE aVL NOMNE | 231 M 1] S
ADDRESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE ZONE

5709 BRIDGE AVE KITCHEN/HEOML 212
TIME OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENGCE OAY OF WEEK

AP1’ROX. 0235 Hrs. NOVENMBLER 28, 1987 SATURDAY
SECUNED ®Y ADDRESS PHONE TIME CAY DATE
DISCOVERED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE -

PAGE _ 3% oF é PAGE REPORT.

ORIGINAL ILVLESTIGATICN

FOLLOW-UP REFPORT [

STOLEN There was nothing stolen or reported stclen at this time.

EVIDENCE Two (2) casings recovered at the scene, .25 Cal. These
were entered into the homicide property book. These are
to be compaired with the weapon at the time of recovery.
These were recovered by P.0. WALSH, he entered them in
the property book at the second district, signed for by
car 81%i.

Photos taken by DET. [sTUSZNY on car 277, a total of
12 was taken.

1980 Chev. Ohio Lic. 325 GSD, tris was towed after the
suspect wrecked the vehicle at 2929 iorain Ave.

1 Maroon arnd Gray ski Jjacket, this was recovered in the
198C Chev. by members of car 212.

Green vinyl pillow recovered on thre bvack norch of the
victims home. This had blood on sume it was conveyed to
the morgue for testing.

SHIRLEY HATCH W-F-31, D.C.B. 11-18-56, residing at 5709

Bridge Ave No Phone. This fermale informed us that at app-

rox. 0230 Hrs. there was a knock at the door, she stated

that she was in the bed with the victim, she fot out of

bed and started to the back door that is lccated in the

kitchen, she was followed by the victim. Ee told her not

to open the door without knowing who is there. Ee then ask

through the door WHO IS THERE? There was a voice that replied

CHARLES. He opened the door and a male came into the kit-

chen wearing a FNARCON AhD GRLY SKI JACKRT, He then stot

the victim two (2) times. She ran into a bed room that

is located off the ! ving rocm and woke up her trother,

this male LDWARD B1nlMINGHALM, came out of the bedroom and

went to the aid of the victim. Lt the time they arrived

back in thc kitchen the suspect was on top of the dctim,

Ll GHAN pulled the suspect off the victim and oushed

him out the door. LALCL went on to say that she had never
Seen the suspect prior to tonight.

1 TNESCESS

7. hnYES,%.LAR

COFC7T1 =10

TIGATING ICERS PLATOON CAR AFPROVED B Eh B E L
7 /;/{4*/ e/ T 2L p.455" 7 “15%1 B
'CLEAR [ 1RAIN o
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Pl boUl oot theudd

HOI';ICIDIL/AHI‘I..QT/(A Loil

SUBJECT cr CRIME

SWPPLEMENTARY REPORT
CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT

ODATE OF THIS REPORT

COMPLAINT NO.

LV o8, LT e-0808 70

COMPANY OR OWNER ADDRESS PHONE AGE | SEX | RACE -M—S
VICTIM ADDRESS o PHONE
ROBERT EUGELE BUWNLER 5709 BRILGL AVE. LUNE 24 I1 WIS
“ADDNEST OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE ZONE
5709 BRIDGE AVE KIYCEEN/HOME 21e
¥IME OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE - DAY OF WEEK —
AFPPROX 0235 Hrs. LOVLENBLR 28, 1987 LaTURLAY
SECURED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
DISCOVERED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
rage__ 4 4 PAGE REPORT. CLhIGILAL IBVELTIGATION FOLLOW-UP REPORT []
éigngSESS haTCH, During the interview witl, this female she was up-

ILLERVIEW

e HaYhS  uhLaR

set nd intox icated, we advised her that someone would
be at her home later this norning to take a statement
from her. She is the girlfriend of the victim.

LDVARD BIRMINGHAM W-M-32, D.O.B. 11-13-44, this male is
staying at the home of HATCH, he is her brother, he claimed
he was in his bed, he was woke up by LHIRIEY, she told

him that KOBLRT had been shot, he went to the kitchen and
saw the suspect on RCBERT he was punching him he pulled
this male off the victim and vushed him outside. He was

ask about seein; a gun, he stated that he did not see orw.
This male was also intoxicated and a stztement muld not

be taken at this time. He will be at the home later today.

KOY CLINGAL W=[-34 1977 Vest 58 St. This male is the
boyfriend of the victims mother, he claimed that the

victim was involved in drugs, he was arrested for 100

hits of ACID. +he persons that supply hinm with the drugs
felt that he was working for the narcotis people, and

they wanted to get him for turning them in, he clzimed that
they were also arrested later for this deal. le can be
reacled at work on line 251-401C, or 281-0Y%79. fost of
these thing: that he told me he got second handed, he did
rot know this for fact.

570C Bridge Ave tiis is a 4 apartment dwelling located cn
the south sice of the street, it is of cream cclored All.
siding. The apartment is the middle door of tne three.

The steps lead to the upstairs avartment and en'ry is gsired
to the living room, our attenticn was directed to the kit-
cten located on the southmost portion of the agartrent,

on the floor we noticed a small spot of blood, along with
what apveared to be vomit. The victim had been reroved
prior to our arrival. Uff the kitchen was a both roon,
examination of the door and frume of tiis tiere a oeared
to be a gouge that was fresh, there was vood snliuters on
tgg floor. This looked 1like it was done vith a ﬂel%&&CTF

vE GATING OF ERS hu}ATO Cpic PPROVED BY . 3 -
L 1 K .
7 d{@éb/ 445’ st re : ,4:73?f ]
CLEAR [': RAL RE ON SCENE ;
EATHER cLouoY [C)sNow T!MP 44 ° wimpE=11 s "o E‘ 5T REGUESTED D -~
————— . il —
SIGNMENT RECEIVED FROM: TIME ASSIGNED
saci0o [_JosTricT [1peET, BUA. [_]oTHER COMPLETED i




b Dobs steadvei  SUTPLEMENTARY KF* UK

of 0 A il oLy o ] ' o ey i ‘II
I-(-{"l] b)i}J‘L/nlm.“bl/(,(..ul s hBk L EVEL AR BELIER BEFEBTHERDS T a——
SUBJECT or CRIME oaTe oF THis report __NOV. 28, 198 87-08C47C
COMPANY OR QWNER ADDRESS PHONE AGE | SEX RACE M- £
VICTIM - ADDRESS T TeHoNE i
st el il HLENER P09 Bitlif.e, aVie LORT, 123 M 7 I3
"ADDRESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE ZONE
5702 ERIDGE aVkh ¢ JECHRN /IO L 212
TIME OF GCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK
adprox. 02%5 Hrs. NOVEMBER 28, 1987 Saturday
SECURED BY ADORESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
DISCOGVERED BY ADDRESS FHONE TIME DAY DATE
PAGE 2 or.é PAGE REPORT. ChIGINAL IkVESTIGATION FOLLOW-UP REPORT [_]
LCLNE From the kitchen you exit onto a rear porch, this is along-
CUNT, side the upstairs apsrtments. There was hesvy drops of blood

INVESTIGHTUN

LiTe HaAYLES ,ZALAR

on the floor and the banister. The inside door opens from

the outside inside, the screen door opens from the inside

out. “he kitchen is 17 Ft. wide from the north to the south.

12 Ft. mast to the west. Phe bath is located on the west wall
;s spot of blood was feund 3 Ft. 6 In. Lorth of the south, T Ft.
C¢ 1ln. .est of the Last. Vomit was found 3 ¥t. horth of the
south wall, € Ft. West of the East. From oone ~ar 212 it

was learned that the victim had his lhead to the souuth and

his feet to the north, he was on his back.

IL.earned that car 212 was patroling north btound on West 58 uT.
they observed a vehicle 1980 Chev. backing scuth bound on W,
58 5t. towards them. This veiicle had no lights on at this
time. They turned on the overhead lights to stop him, he then
stopped the 1G80 Chev. and started back north bound on V.58

at Eridge he went east bound, and csouth on W.57 St. He was

at this time being persued by 212, at Lorain Ave. this vehicle
went east bound, he lost contrel and struck a house at %929
Lorain Ave. This is the BODNLR FULLRRAL IOME. 212 called for
assistance from kIS and unit x4 conveyed him to Lutheran Hosp.
At the time this event was going on a callcame for a male

shot at 5709 Bridge Ave. 211 and INS #3 responded. 1t was the
feeling that these events may be connected EDUWARD BIRM:LGHAM
was conrveyed to Lutheran losp. He saw the male from the auto
accident and identified him as the man that shot ROBERT.

lHe was then returned to 5709 Eridge where he was interviewed
by members of 8151. 212 informed us that they checked the 198C
Chev. for a gun but was unable to locate it. let. Zalar was in
the treatment room at Lutheran he was mble to understand a
name and address from the victim tris was 2605 lMarvin Ave.

At this address interviewed [aRV1l BONNELL SiR. D.0O.B.10-G-2%
ke gave a discription of his son and showed us a photo of

rim. This was the same person that was in the vehicle and at
lLutheran losp. A cal was received from another sen RUN, he
ir.formed us that he dia not know IMNELVIN had his vehicle.
Helyas then informed of the lnDoundlng of his vehlcletorc";
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DATE OF THIS REPORT

LAV, PaE, 1487

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT

CLEVYELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT

COMPLAINT HO,

87-C80470

COMPANY OR OWNER

ADDRESS PHONE

AGE | SEX RACE M5

.VICTIII ADDRESS ‘PHONE

ROBER'Y EUGLNE BUNNER 5709 BRIDGL hVL none 231 M W S
ADOREYS OF OCCUNRENCE TYPE OF PLACE IONE

5709 BRIDGE ¢ ITCHEL /HOMEL 12
TIME OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF OCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK

ATPFROX. 0235 Hrs. NOVEREBER 28 ’ 1987 SatURDAY
LECURED BY ACDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
‘DISCOVERED BY ADDRZSS PHONE TIME DATE

DAY

ORJIGINAL INVEGTI1GATION

PAGE 6 OF 6 PAGE REPORT.

REGQULSTS

FOLLOW-UP REFORT [}

Statements be taken from SHIRIEY EATCH

Statements be taken from EDWARD BIRMIKGH&M.

Contact Coronor for cause cof death, iiake change RC-1.
Convey jecket and pillow to morgue for blood work.
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CT er CRIME

SPLEMENITAKY K°

7 15 /5 RIS T/CONF INEML T

CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMEN .

YOKI

COMPLAINT NO.

oaTe of THis Report NOV. 28, 1987 87-080470

#Fariv oR OWNER ADDRESS PHONE AGE | SEX | RACE M-S
TIM ADDRESS . PHONE .

KCBERT LUGENE BULKER S709 BKILGE AVE NONE 231 M| w |s
DRESS OF OCCURRENCE TYPE OF PLACE IQHE

570G BRIDGE AVL. KITCHEN /HGHME 212
IE OF OCCURRENCE DATE OF QCCURRENCE DAY OF WEEK

APPROX. 0235 HRS. RNOVENBER 28, 1987 SATURDAY
ZURED BY ADDRESS PHONE TIME DAY DATE
COVERED BY PHONE TIME DAY DATE

ADDRESS

GE 2 OF é PAGE REPORT.

ORIGINAL INVLSTIGATION

SU51LCT
ARRESTED

FoLLow-ue REPORT [[]

FELVIN LOMNELL s#K& PEANUTS, W-M-29, D.O.B. 9-23-58,
OSSN 276-60-9750, C.P.D. 149685. This male is confined

at EUTHERAN EOGPITAL, This to be explained in the Invest-
section of this report. Checked at the W&S Unit, not wanted
PER. RINALDI, Check at 5.I.U. DLT. ALLaN, rap sheet is
attached to this report. Record room reveals that this
male was an Escapee in 1977, 2 Lgg. Rdberys in 1977 and
1981, CCW in 1977, Kidnapping on 1977. PER. PAYTIHRESS.

- T - ~—It should be noted-at-this point that this male was very
intoxicated or under the influence of drugs while at the

heospital, he could not talk, there came a tiie that he was

able to mumble & name and address.

This was the address

of ris father, he was interviewed later. This male was
taken to I.C.U. and a detail was established.
This male was injured in a auto accident this will be
explained in the investigation of this report.

LUTO
TOWED

1980 Chev. 4 Dr. Light Blue in color, Ohio Lic. 32% GSD
VIN. 1T19KA1494616, this vehicle is listed to one, RONALD
SMITH, 3223 Riverside Ave. 351-0570, this mmle is a mail

man assigned to the airport at Hopkins. He informed us
that he last seen his vehilcle at the driveway at his home
at 1830 Hrs. He then drove to work in his girlfriends car

he was not aware that his brother had his wvehicle untill

he was informed by us. Ee then told us that his brother

has keys to his home and his keys were on a stand in the

kitchen. This vehicle was involved in an accident at 3929
Lorain Ave. Towed from the scene assigned VIU # 37097.
This vehicle is to be processed by S.1.U.

wEAOR USED

Therb was two casings recovered at 5709 Bridge in the
apartmnent of the victim, they were taken by
after they were photographed by DET HNaTUSZNY. He entered

P.O. WALSH

them in the proverty book at the second district, they

were signed for by members of 8151, conveyed to the hom-

icide office and entered in the property book. The are
described as .25 Cal. casings. The weapon was NOT recovered

. HEYES, ZALAR At this time.
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The Supreme Qourt of @kﬁnF ﬁ L E D |

DEC 12 2019
CLERK OF COUR
SUPREME COURT 0? ](.IHIB
4
State of Ohio Case No. 2017-1360
V.
RECONSIDERATION ENTRY
Melvin Bonnell
g Cuyahoga County

It is ordered by the court that the motion for reconsideration in this case is denied.

(Cuyahoga County Court of Common Pleas; No. CR-87-223820-ZA)

Maureen O’ Connor
Chief Justice

The Official Case Announcement can be found at http://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/RQOD/docs/
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