
No. ______ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

James Were, 

   

      Petitioner, 

  

-v- 

 

State of Ohio, 

    

      Respondent. 

________ 

 

APPLICATION FOR LEAVE TO PROCEED IN FORMA PAUPERIS 

________ 

 

Petitioner James Were respectfully requests leave to file the attached petition 

for writ of certiorari without prepayment of costs and to proceed in forma pauperis. 

Every court since Petitioner was initially sentenced to death in 1995 has 

permitted him to proceed in forma pauperis. The Ohio Courts including the Hamilton 

County Common Pleas Court, First Appellate District, and the Supreme Court of 

Ohio found him indigent multiple times since 1995. The Federal District Court, 

Southern District of Ohio found him indigent for purposes of filling fees and the 

appointment of counsel. Were v. Forshey, S.D. Ohio No. 1-10-cv-0698. This Court has 

also found him indigent. Were v. Ohio, Case No. 08-6435. 

Petitioner’s declaration in support of this motion is attached hereto. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Office of the Ohio Public Defender 
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 /s/ Kathryn Polonsky    

 KATHRYN POLONSKY [0096468] 

 Assistant State Public Defender 

 Counsel of Record 

 Kathryn.Polonsky@opd.ohio.gov 

  

 250 East Broad Street, Suite 1400 

 Columbus, Ohio  43215-9308 

 (614) 466-5394 (Telephone) 

 (614) 644-0708 (Facsimile) 

  

 Counsel for Petitioner James Were 
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