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To the Honorable Clarence Thomas, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the
United States and Circuit Justice for the Eleventh Circuit:

Introduction

Pursuant to this Court’s Rule 13.5, the Petitioner, John Goodman, respectfully

requests a sixty-day extension of time within which to file a petition for a writ of

certiorari in this Court, to and including August 6, 2018.

Jurisdiction

The Petitioner was convicted of DUI manslaughter with failure to render aid.

The direct appeal opinion of the Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal affirming the

Petitioner’s conviction was entered on July 26, 2017 (opinion denying rehearing

entered on October 25, 2017).  On March 9, 2018, the Florida Supreme Court issued

an order declining to accept jurisdiction.  Unless extended, the time within which to

file a petition for a writ of certiorari would expire on June 7, 2018.

The jurisdiction of this Court is invoked under 28 U.S.C. § 1257.  Copies of the

opinions of the Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal and the order of the Florida

Supreme Court are included in the appendix to this motion.

Argument

The Petitioner will be seeking certiorari review of two of the issues in his case.

The first issue concerns whether the taking of blood from the Petitioner, without a

warrant, violated this Court’s holding in Missouri v. McNeely, 569 U.S. 141 (2013), that

absent exigent circumstances, the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution requires law

enforcement officials to obtain a warrant prior to obtaining an accused’s blood.  The
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second issue concerns whether the failure to instruct the jury that the Petitioner “knew

or should have known of the death or injury of the victim” violated this Court’s holding

in Morissette v. United States, 342 U.S. 246 (1952), that – with few exceptions –

“scienter” is a necessary element in every crime.

Undersigned counsel seek an extension of time to file the certiorari petition in

the instant case.  Undersigned counsel were not retained until after the Petitioner’s

conviction was affirmed by the Florida Fourth District Court of Appeal.  The record in

the Petitioner’s case is very large, and undersigned counsel are still in the process of

reviewing the record in order to prepare the petition for this Court.  Additionally, in

the coming weeks of summer, undersigned counsel will be out of their offices attending

various bar meetings (i.e, the annual meeting of The Florida Bar, the annual meeting

of the Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers, etc.) and previously-scheduled

family vacations.  Therefore, the Petitioner requests an extension of sixty days to file

the petition for a writ of certiorari.  No party will be prejudiced by the granting of a

sixty-day extension in this case.

Certificate of counsel.  Undersigned counsel have contacted opposing counsel

(Assistant Attorney General Richard Valuntas), who stated that he does not oppose the

relief requested.

       Accordingly, the Petitioner respectfully requests that an order be entered

extending the time to petition for writ of certiorari by sixty days.
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Respectfully submitted,

PAUL MORRIS
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/s/ Michael Ufferman                             
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Michael Ufferman Law Firm, P.A.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Michael Ufferman, a member of the Bar of this Court, hereby certify that on

the 23rd day of May, 2018, a copy of this Application For Extension of Time To File A

Petition For A Writ Of Certiorari in the above-entitled case was mailed, first class

postage prepaid, to Assistant Attorney General Richard Valuntas, Office of the

Attorney General, 1515 North Flagler Drive, 9th Floor, West Palm Beach, Florida

33401 (counsel for the Respondent herein).  I further certify that all parties required

to be served have been served.                                   

/s/ Michael Ufferman                       
MICHAEL UFFERMAN

Michael Ufferman Law Firm, P.A.
2022-1 Raymond Diehl Road
Tallahassee, Florida 32308
(850) 386-2345/fax (850) 224-2340
FL Bar No. 114227
Email:  ufferman@uffermanlaw.com

Counsel for the Petitioner
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Supreme Court of Florida
FRIDAY, MARCH 9, 2018

CASE NO.: SC17-2076
Lower Tribunal No(s).:

4D14-4479;
502010CF005829AXXXMB

JOHN GOODMAN vs. STATE OF FLORIDA

Petitioner(s) Respondent(s)

This cause having heretofore been submitted to the Court on jurisdictional 
briefs and portions of the record deemed necessary to reflect jurisdiction under 
Article V, Section 3(b), Florida Constitution, and the Court having determined that 
it should decline to accept jurisdiction, it is ordered that the petition for review is 
denied.

No motion for rehearing will be entertained by the Court.  See Fla. R. App. 
P. 9.330(d)(2).

PARIENTE, LEWIS, CANADY, POLSTON, and LAWSON, JJ., concur.
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