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ARGUMENT 
 

The government and Mr. Gates disagree on the legal 
questions presented here:  Does Mr. Gates assert a 
Johnson claim here?1  Does his petition rely upon a rule 
made retroactively applicable to his collateral challenge?2  
This Court need not decide these questions here, however, 
because the parties agree that Mr. Gates’s case will become 
moot on January 31, 2018, when he is released from federal 
prison.3  That otherwise happy release is bittersweet 
because it must now spell the end of Mr. Gates’s Johnson 
journey.  This Court should deny Mr. Gates’s Petition for a 
Writ of Certiorari. 
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1 Brief in Opposition at 8. 
 
2 Brief in Opposition at 9. 
 
3 Brief in Opposition at 16. 


	In The
	Counsel of Record
	Counsel of Record

