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Errata 

250 U. S. 39, line 16: “March 19” should be “May 19”.
 
545 U. S. 315, lines 29 and 32: “plaintiffs” should be “plaintiff ’s”.
 
554 U. S. 595, line 4: “1 Blackstone’s” should be “2 Blackstone’s”.
 
560 U. S. 61, line 3: “551 U. S.,” should be “554 U. S.,”.
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

Allotment of Justices 

It is ordered that the following allotment be made of the Chief 
Justice and Associate Justices of this Court among the circuits, 
pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 42, and that such 
allotment be entered of record, effective September 28, 2010, viz.: 

For the District of Columbia Circuit, John G. Roberts, Jr., 
Chief Justice. 

For the First Circuit, Stephen Breyer, Associate Justice. 
For the Second Circuit, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate 

Justice. 
For the Third Circuit, Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice. 
For the Fourth Circuit, John G. Roberts, Jr., Chief Justice. 
For the Fifth Circuit, Antonin Scalia, Associate Justice. 
For the Sixth Circuit, Elena Kagan, Associate Justice. 
For the Seventh Circuit, Elena Kagan, Associate Justice. 
For the Eighth Circuit, Samuel A. Alito, Jr., Associate Justice. 
For the Ninth Circuit, Anthony M. Kennedy, Associate Justice. 
For the Tenth Circuit, Sonia Sotomayor, Associate Justice. 
For the Eleventh Circuit, Clarence Thomas, Associate Justice. 
For the Federal Circuit, John G. Roberts, Jr., Chief Justice. 

September 28, 2010. 

(For next previous allotment, see 561 U. S., p. vi.) 
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APPOINTMENT OF LIBRARIAN 

Supreme Court of the United States 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2012 

Present: Chief Justice Roberts, Justice Scalia, 
Justice Kennedy, Justice Thomas, Justice Ginsburg, 
Justice Breyer, Justice Alito, Justice Sotomayor, and 
Justice Kagan. 

The Chief Justice said: 

I am pleased to announce that the Court has appointed 
Linda S. Maslow as the new Librarian of the Court. Ms. 
Maslow came to the Court in 1988 as head of the Library’s 
research division and has been the Court’s Acting Librarian 
since September 2011. We wish Ms. Maslow well in her 
service as the 11th Librarian of the Court. 
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CASES ADJUDGED 

IN THE 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

AT
 

OCTOBER TERM, 2011
 

CAVAZOS, ACTING WARDEN v. SMITH 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the united 
states court of appeals for the ninth circuit 

No. 10–1115. Decided October 31, 2011 

Respondent was tried in California state court for assault on a child result­
ing in death. The prosecution’s expert witnesses testified that respond­
ent’s infant grandson died from shaken baby syndrome (SBS), but 
defense experts disagreed, and the jury found respondent guilty. 
Concluding that the jury had carefully weighed the conflicting testi­
mony, the trial judge denied respondent’s motion for a new trial. On 
direct review, the California Court of Appeal concluded that the evi­
dence credited by the jury was substantial and sufficient to establish 
the cause of death as SBS. The Federal District Court subsequently 
denied respondent’s request for habeas relief, but the Ninth Circuit re­
versed. It determined that there was no evidence at trial to support 
an expert’s conclusion one way or the other and—because of the absence 
of physical evidence—no basis for a finding of guilt beyond a reasonable 
doubt. The Ninth Circuit accordingly ruled that the California Court 
of Appeal had unreasonably applied Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U. S. 307, 
in upholding respondent’s conviction. 

Held: In light of the evidence presented at trial, the Ninth Circuit plainly 
erred in concluding that the jury’s verdict was irrational, let alone that it 
was unreasonable for the California Court of Appeal to think otherwise. 
Evidence is sufficient to support a conviction so long as “after viewing 
the evidence in the light most favorable to the prosecution, any rational 
trier of fact could have found the essential elements of the crime beyond 

1 
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2 CAVAZOS v. SMITH 

Per Curiam 

a reasonable doubt.” Id., at 319. And a reviewing court “faced with a 
record of historical facts that supports conflicting inferences must pre­
sume . . . that the trier of fact resolved any such conflicts in favor of the 
prosecution, and must defer to that resolution.” Id., at 326. Because 
the Court of Appeals failed to follow these basic principles, the Court 
reverses. 

Certiorari granted; 437 F. 3d 884, reversed and remanded. 

Per Curiam. 

The opinion of the Court in Jackson v. Virginia, 443 U. S. 
307 (1979), makes clear that it is the responsibility of the 
jury—not the court—to decide what conclusions should be 
drawn from evidence admitted at trial. A reviewing court 
may set aside the jury’s verdict on the ground of insufficient 
evidence only if no rational trier of fact could have agreed 
with the jury. What is more, a federal court may not over­
turn a state court decision rejecting a sufficiency of the evi­
dence challenge simply because the federal court disagrees 
with the state court. The federal court instead may do so 
only if the state court decision was “objectively unreason­
able.” Renico v. Lett, 559 U. S. 766, 773 (2010) (internal quo­
tation marks omitted). 

Because rational people can sometimes disagree, the inevi­
table consequence of this settled law is that judges will 
sometimes encounter convictions that they believe to be mis­
taken, but that they must nonetheless uphold. The Court of 
Appeals in this case substituted its judgment for that of a 
California jury on the question whether the prosecution’s or 
the defense’s expert witnesses more persuasively explained 
the cause of a death. For this reason, certiorari is granted 
and the judgment of the Court of Appeals is reversed. 

* * * 

This case concerns the death of 7-week-old Etzel Glass. 
On November 29, 1996, Etzel’s mother, Tomeka, put Etzel to 
sleep on a sofa before going to sleep herself in another room. 
Respondent Shirley Ree Smith—Tomeka’s mother—slept on 
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the floor next to Etzel. Several hours later, Smith ran into 
Tomeka’s room, holding Etzel, who was limp, and told her 
that “[s]omething [was] wrong with Etzel.” Tr. 416. By 
the time emergency officials arrived, Etzel was not breathing 
and had no heartbeat. Smith reported that she thought 
Etzel had fallen off the sofa. The officials’ efforts to resusci­
tate Etzel failed. 

Doctors initially attributed Etzel’s death to sudden infant 
death syndrome (SIDS), the customary diagnosis when an 
infant shows no outward signs of trauma. But after an au­
topsy, the coroner concluded that the cause of death was in­
stead shaken baby syndrome (SBS). When a social worker 
informed Smith of that finding, Smith told her that Etzel had 
not responded to her touch while sleeping, so she had picked 
him up and given him “a little shake, a jostle” to wake him. 
Id., at 842. According to the social worker, Smith then said 
something to the effect of, “Oh, my God. Did I do it? Did 
I do it? Oh, my God.” Id., at 847 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). In an interview with the police a few days later, 
Smith said that she had shaken Etzel, but then she corrected 
herself and said that she had twisted him to try to elicit a 
reaction. Smith was arrested and charged with assault on 
a child resulting in death. See Cal. Penal Code Ann. § 273ab 
(West 2008) (“Any person who, having the care or custody of 
a child who is under eight years of age, assaults the child by 
means of force that to a reasonable person would be likely to 
produce great bodily injury, resulting in the child’s death, 
shall be punished by imprisonment . . . ”). 

At trial, the jury heard seven days of expert medical testi­
mony on the cause of Etzel’s death. The prosecution offered 
three experts, each of whom attested that Etzel’s death was 
the result of SBS—not SIDS, as the defense contended. 
The first expert, Dr. Eugene Carpenter, was the medical ex­
aminer for the Los Angeles County coroner who had super­
vised Etzel’s autopsy. Dr. Carpenter is board certified in 
forensic, anatomic, and clinical pathology. He testified that 
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Etzel’s autopsy revealed recent hemorrhages in the brain, 
and he opined that the bleeding and other features of Etzel’s 
pathology, including a bruise and abrasion on the lower back 
of the baby’s head, were consistent with violent shaking. 
Dr. Carpenter identified two means by which shaking can 
result in a baby’s death: The first is that the shaking causes 
blood vessels in the brain to tear, creating a pool of blood 
that pushes the brain downward into the spinal canal, result­
ing in death but little direct damage to the brain. The sec­
ond is that the shaking itself is sufficiently severe that the 
brain directly tears in vital areas, causing death with very 
little bleeding. Dr. Carpenter testified that Etzel’s injuries 
were consistent with the latter pathology. He also ex­
plained that the injuries could not be attributed to either a 
fall from the sofa or the administration of cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation. Nor, according to Dr. Carpenter, was it possi­
ble that Etzel perished from SIDS, given the signs of inter­
nal trauma. Dr. Carpenter did testify, however, that while 
SBS victims often suffer retinal hemorrhaging, Etzel’s au­
topsy revealed no such injury. 

The prosecution’s second expert, Dr. Stephanie Erlich, was 
the associate deputy medical examiner who actually per­
formed Etzel’s autopsy. She is board certified in anatomic 
pathology and neuropathology. She corroborated Dr. Car­
penter’s testimony about the autopsy findings, and added 
that a followup neuropathological examination of Etzel’s 
brain confirmed the existence of recent hemorrhaging. Not­
ing only a minimal amount of new blood in Etzel’s brain, she 
testified that the cause of death was direct trauma to the 
brainstem. On cross-examination, she agreed with defense 
counsel that retinal hemorrhaging (absent in Etzel’s case) is 
present in 75 to 80 percent of SBS cases. 

The third prosecution expert, Dr. David Chadwick, is 
board certified in pediatrics and the author of articles on 
childhood death by abusive trauma. He testified that Et­
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zel’s injuries were consistent with SBS and that old trauma 
could not have been the cause of the child’s death. 

The defense called two experts to dispute these conclu­
sions. The first, pathologist Dr. Richard Siegler, testified 
that Etzel died from brain trauma, but that it was not the 
result of SBS, given the lack of retinal hemorrhaging. He 
admitted on cross-examination, however, that an absence of 
retinal hemorrhaging does not exclude a finding of SBS. He 
also acknowledged that he did not believe the cause of Etzel’s 
death was SIDS. According to Dr. Siegler, Etzel died from 
old trauma, an opinion he reached on the basis of studying 
photographs of the neuropathological examination. 

The other defense expert, pediatric neurologist Dr. Wil­
liam Goldie, testified that Etzel’s death was due to SIDS. 
He noted that Etzel was born with jaundice, a heart murmur, 
and low birth weight—making him more susceptible to 
SIDS. Dr. Goldie testified that pathologists had not been 
able to determine the cause of Etzel’s death and that the 
bleeding could be attributed to the resuscitation efforts. 

The jury found Smith guilty. Concluding that the jury 
“carefully weighed” the “tremendous amount of evidence” 
supporting the verdict, Tr. 1649, the trial judge denied 
Smith’s motion for a new trial and sentenced her to an inde­
terminate term of 15 years to life in prison. 

On direct review, Smith contended that the evidence was 
not sufficient to establish that Etzel died from SBS. After 
thoroughly reviewing the competing medical testimony, the 
California Court of Appeal rejected this claim, concluding: 

“The expert opinion evidence we have summarized 
was conflicting. It was for the jury to resolve the 
conflicts. The credited evidence was substantial and 
sufficient to support the jury’s conclusion that Etzel 
died from shaken baby syndrome. The conviction is 
supported by substantial evidence.” People v. Smith, 
No. B118869 (Feb. 10, 2000), App. K to Pet. for Cert. 86. 
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The California Supreme Court denied review. App. J, id., 
at 74. 

Smith then filed this petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
with the United States District Court for the Central Dis­
trict of California, renewing her claim that the evidence was 
insufficient to prove that Etzel died of SBS. Under the 
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 
(AEDPA), 110 Stat. 1214, that court had no power to afford 
relief unless Smith could show either that the California 
Court of Appeal’s decision affirming the conviction “was con­
trary to, or involved an unreasonable application of,” clearly 
established federal law as reflected in the holdings of this 
Court’s cases, 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1), or that it “was based 
on an unreasonable determination of the facts” in light of the 
state court record, § 2254(d)(2). Harrington v. Richter, 562 
U. S. 86, 100 (2011). 

The Magistrate Judge to whom the case was assigned is­
sued a report acknowledging that “[t]his is not the typical 
shaken baby case” and that the evidence against Smith 
“raises many questions.” App. I to Pet. for Cert. 65. But 
the Magistrate Judge nevertheless concluded that the evi­
dence was “clearly sufficient to support a conviction.” Ibid. 
The District Court adopted the Magistrate Judge’s report 
and denied the petition. App. G, id., at 52. 

On appeal, the Ninth Circuit reversed with instructions 
to grant the writ. Smith v. Mitchell, 437 F. 3d 884 (2006). 
Despite the plenitude of expert testimony in the trial record 
concluding that sudden shearing or tearing of the brainstem 
was the cause of Etzel’s death, the Ninth Circuit determined 
that there was “no evidence to permit an expert conclusion 
one way or the other” on that question because there was 
“no physical evidence of . . . tearing or shearing, and no other 
evidence supporting death by violent shaking.” Id., at 890. 
The court said that the State’s experts “reached [their] con­
clusion because there was no evidence in the brain itself 
of the cause of death.” Ibid. (emphasis in original). The 
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court concluded that because “[a]bsence of evidence cannot 
constitute proof beyond a reasonable doubt,” ibid., the Cali­
fornia Court of Appeal had “unreasonably applied” this 
Court’s opinion in Jackson v. Virginia in upholding Smith’s 
conviction, 437 F. 3d, at 890. 

That conclusion was plainly wrong. Jackson says that ev­
idence is sufficient to support a conviction so long as “after 
viewing the evidence in the light most favorable to the prose­
cution, any rational trier of fact could have found the essen­
tial elements of the crime beyond a reasonable doubt.” 443 
U. S., at 319. It also unambiguously instructs that a review­
ing court “faced with a record of historical facts that sup­
ports conflicting inferences must presume—even if it does 
not affirmatively appear in the record—that the trier of fact 
resolved any such conflicts in favor of the prosecution, and 
must defer to that resolution.” Id., at 326. When the def­
erence to state court decisions required by § 2254(d) is ap­
plied to the state court’s already deferential review, see Re­
nico, 559 U. S., at 778, there can be no doubt of the Ninth 
Circuit’s error below. 

The jury was presented with competing views of how 
Etzel died. It was made aware of the various experts’ qual­
ifications and their familiarity with both the subject of SBS 
and the physical condition of Etzel’s body. It observed the 
attorneys for each party cross-examine the experts and elicit 
concessions from them. The State’s experts, whom the jury 
was entitled to believe, opined that the physical evidence was 
consistent with, and best explained by, death from sudden 
tearing of the brainstem caused by shaking. The Ninth Cir­
cuit’s assertion that these experts “reached [their] conclusion 
because there was no evidence in the brain itself of the cause 
of death” is simply false. There was “evidence in the brain 
itself.” The autopsy revealed indications of recent trauma 
to Etzel’s brain, such as subdural and subarachnoid hemor­
rhaging, hemorrhaging around the optic nerves, and the 
presence of a blood clot between the brain’s hemispheres. 
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The autopsy also revealed a bruise and abrasion on the lower 
back of Etzel’s head. These affirmative indications of 
trauma formed the basis of the experts’ opinion that Etzel 
died from shaking so severe that his brainstem tore. 

Defense counsel made certain that the jury understood 
that the prosecution’s experts were unable to identify the 
precise point of tearing itself. But as Judge Bea noted in 
his dissent from the Ninth Circuit’s denial of rehearing en 
banc, the experts explained why the location of the tear was 
undetectable: “Etzel’s death happened so quickly that the ef­
fects of the trauma did not have time to develop.” Smith 
v. Mitchell, 453 F. 3d 1203, 1207 (2006). According to the 
prosecutions’ experts, there was simply no opportunity for 
swelling to occur around the brainstem before Etzel died. 

In light of the evidence presented at trial, the Ninth Cir­
cuit plainly erred in concluding that the jury’s verdict was 
irrational, let alone that it was unreasonable for the Cali­
fornia Court of Appeal to think otherwise. See § 2254(d). 
Doubts about whether Smith is in fact guilty are understand­
able. But it is not the job of this Court, and was not that of 
the Ninth Circuit, to decide whether the State’s theory was 
correct. The jury decided that question, and its decision is 
supported by the record.* 

It is said that Smith, who already has served years in 
prison, has been punished enough, and that she poses no dan­
ger to society. These or other considerations perhaps would 
be grounds to seek clemency, a prerogative granted to execu­
tive authorities to help ensure that justice is tempered by 

*The dissent’s review of the evidence presented to the jury over seven 
days is precisely the sort of reweighing of facts that is precluded by Jack­
son v. Virginia, 443 U. S. 307, 324 (1979), and precisely the sort of second-
guessing of a state court decision applying Jackson that is precluded by 
AEDPA, 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d). The dissent’s views on how “adamantly” 
experts would testify today as opposed to at the time of trial, post, at 14 
(opinion of Ginsburg, J.), are of course pure speculation, as would be any 
views on how a jury would react to less adamant testimony. 
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Ginsburg, J., dissenting 

mercy. It is not clear to the Court whether this process has 
been invoked, or, if so, what its course has been. It is not 
for the Judicial Branch to determine the standards for this 
discretion. If the clemency power is exercised in either too 
generous or too stingy a way, that calls for political correc­
tives, not judicial intervention. 

The decision below cannot be allowed to stand. This 
Court vacated and remanded this judgment twice before, 
calling the panel’s attention to this Court’s opinions high­
lighting the necessity of deference to state courts in § 2254(d) 
habeas cases. Each time the panel persisted in its course, 
reinstating its judgment without seriously confronting the 
significance of the cases called to its attention. See Patrick 
v. Smith, 550 U. S. 915 (vacating and remanding in light of 
Carey v. Musladin, 549 U. S. 70 (2006)), reinstated on re­
mand, 508 F. 3d 1256 (2007) (per curiam); 558 U. S. 1143 
(2010) (vacating and remanding in light of McDaniel v. 
Brown, 558 U. S. 120 (2010) (per curiam)), reinstated on re­
mand sub nom. Smith v. Mitchell, 624 F. 3d 1235 (2010) 
(per curiam). Its refusal to do so necessitates this Court’s 
action today. 

The petition for a writ of certiorari and respondent’s mo­
tion to proceed in forma pauperis are granted. The judg­
ment of the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit is re­
versed, and the case is remanded for further proceedings 
consistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Ginsburg, with whom Justice Breyer and Jus­
tice Sotomayor join, dissenting. 

The Court’s summary disposition of this case, in my judg­
ment, is a misuse of discretion. I set out below my reasons 
for concluding that discretion, soundly exercised, would have 
occasioned denial of California’s petition for review. 

The Magistrate Judge who reviewed respondent Shirley 
Ree Smith’s habeas corpus petition in the first instance con­

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



10 CAVAZOS v. SMITH 

Ginsburg, J., dissenting 

cluded, as the Court does today, that relief was unwarranted. 
He observed, however, that the evidence, “though clearly 
sufficient to support a conviction, raises many questions”: 

“Grandmothers, especially those not serving as the pri­
mary caretakers, are not the typical perpetrators [in 
shaken baby cases]. Further, [Smith] was helping her 
daughter raise her other children (a [4-year-old] and a 
14-month-old) and there was no hint of [Smith] abusing 
or neglecting these other children, who were in the room 
with Etzel when he died. Still further, there was no 
evidence of any precipitating event that might have 
caused [Smith] to snap and assault her grandson. She 
was not trapped in a hopeless situation with a child she 
did not want or love. Nor was she forced to single­
handedly care for a baby that had been crying all day 
and all night. In fact, there is no evidence that Etzel 
was doing anything other than sleeping the night he 
died. In addition, [Smith’s] daughter [Tomeka], Etzel’s 
mother, was in the room next door when Etzel died. 
The medical evidence was not typical either, in that 
some of the telltale signs usually found in shaken baby 
cases did not exist in this case.” Smith v. Mitchell, 
Case No. CV 01–4484–ABC (CD Cal., Mar. 22, 2004), 
p. 10, App. I to Pet. for Cert. 65. 

The District Court adopted the Magistrate Judge’s recom­
mendation to deny Smith’s petition, but granted a certificate 
of appealability, recognizing that “reasonable jurists would 
find the [court’s] assessment of [Smith’s] claims debatable.” 
Order in No. CV 01–4484–ABC (CD Cal., Apr. 29, 2004), Doc. 
36, p. 1. 

After full briefing and argument, the Ninth Circuit re­
versed the District Court’s judgment. The Court of Ap­
peals acknowledged the limitations on its authority. “We 
approach this case,” the court said, “with a firm awareness 
of the very strict limits that the [Antiterrorism and Effective 
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Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA)] places on our collateral 
review of state criminal convictions.” Smith v. Mitchell, 
437 F. 3d 884, 888–889 (CA9 2006). Accurately describing 
the standards applicable under AEDPA and Jackson v. Vir­
ginia, 443 U. S. 307 (1979), and reviewing the evidence in 
some detail, the court concluded that “[i]n this most unusual 
case, . . . the [California] Court of Appeal unreasonably ap­
plied Jackson.” 437 F. 3d, at 889. 

Beyond question, the Court today reviews a case as tragic 
as it is extraordinary and fact intensive. By taking up the 
case, one may ask, what does the Court achieve other than 
to prolong Smith’s suffering and her separation from her 
family. Is this Court’s intervention really necessary? Our 
routine practice counsels no. 

Error correction is “outside the mainstream of the Court’s 
functions.” E. Gressman, K. Geller, S. Shapiro, T. Bishop, & 
E. Hartnett, Supreme Court Practice § 5.12(c)(3), p. 351 (9th 
ed. 2007). As this Court’s Rule 10 informs, “[a] petition for 
a writ of certiorari is rarely granted when the asserted error 
[is] . . . the misapplication of a properly stated rule of law.” 
The Ninth Circuit correctly described the relevant legal 
rules under AEDPA and Jackson v. Virginia. This Court, 
therefore, has no law-clarifying role to play. Its summary 
adjudication seems to me all the more untoward for these 
reasons: What is now known about shaken baby syndrome 
(SBS) casts grave doubt on the charge leveled against Smith; 
and uncontradicted evidence shows that she poses no danger 
whatever to her family or anyone else in society. 

I turn first to the medical evidence presented at trial. Dr. 
Carpenter, the autopsy supervisor, testified that the follow­
ing symptoms are consistent with, but not required for, a 
diagnosis of SBS: cerebral edema, subdural hemorrhage, ret­
inal hemorrhage, bleeding at the joints of the back of the 
neck, bruises on the arms, fractures of the ribs, and internal 
injuries to the buttocks, abdominal organs, and chest organs. 
Tr. 575. Few of these signs of SBS were present here. Et­
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zel’s subdural hemorrhage and subarachnoid hemorrhage 
were “minimal,” insufficient to cause death. Id., at 540–541, 
557–558, 675, 693, 700, 729, 1484–1485. There was no brain 
swelling and no retinal hemorrhage in either eye. Id., at 
580, 693, 802, 1274.1 Similarly absent were any fractures, 
sprains, bleeding in the joints, or displacement of joints. Id., 
at 682. A “tiny” abrasion on the skin and a corresponding 
bruise under the scalp did not produce brain trauma. Id., 
at 555, 562, 576, 712–713. 

These findings led Dr. Carpenter, the autopsy supervisor, 
and Dr. Erlich, who performed Etzel’s autopsy, to rule out 
two commonly proffered causes of death in SBS cases: mas­
sive bleeding and massive swelling that create pressure and 
push the brain downward. Id., at 541, 551–552, 729–730, 
801. Instead, they opined, Etzel’s death was caused by di­
rect injury—shearing or tearing of the brainstem or the 
brain itself. Id., at 694–696, 729–730, 801, 1298. The au­
topsy revealed no physical evidence of such injury, either 
grossly or microscopically. Id., at 730, 763, 803–804, 1298– 
1299. Dr. Carpenter was unable to state which particular 
areas of the brain were injured, and the neuropathologist 
found no evidence of specific brain injury. Id., at 696, 1475. 
No doctor located any tear. Indeed, the examining physi­
cians did not cut open Etzel’s brainstem, or submit it to neu­
ropathology, because, in their own estimation, “[w]e wouldn’t 
have seen anything anyway.” Id., at 803, 1299.2 

Neither doctor testified to ever having performed an au­
topsy on an infant in which a similar conclusion was reached. 
Nor did either physician point to any medical literature sup­
porting their belief that shearing or tearing of the brainstem 

1 The State’s third expert, Dr. Chadwick, who was not present at Etzel’s 
autopsy, testified that there may have been some swelling. But he con­
ceded that any swelling could not have caused death. Tr. 1478. 

2 Dr. Chadwick mentioned new methods, not then standard in medical 
examiners’ offices and not used here, which may reveal this type of brain-
stem damage. Id., at 1448, 1481–1482. 
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or the brain itself caused Etzel’s death. Id., at 694–696, 801– 
802. Dr. Carpenter nevertheless maintained that when 
there is subdural hemorrhage without signs of external 
trauma to the head or skull, the injury is necessarily caused 
by violent shaking. Id., at 576–577, 660–661. Smith’s con­
viction thus turned on, as Dr. Erlich put it, “direct trauma 
which we don’t see to the brainstem.” Id., at 801. That 
this gave the Ninth Circuit pause is understandable. Dr. 
Erlich herself conceded that “[i]t is a difficult concept to ab­
sorb.” Id., at 1298. 

Reason to suspect the Carpenter-Erlich thesis has grown 
in the years following Smith’s 1997 trial. Doubt has in­
creased in the medical community “over whether infants can 
be fatally injured through shaking alone.” State v. Ed­
munds, 2008 WI App. 33, ¶15, 308 Wis. 2d 374, 385, 746 N. W. 
2d 590, 596. See, e. g., Donohoe, Evidence-Based Medicine 
and Shaken Baby Syndrome, Part I: Literature Review, 
1966–1998, 24 Am. J. Forensic Med. & Pathology 239, 241 
(2003) (By the end of 1998, it had become apparent that 
“there was inadequate scientific evidence to come to a firm 
conclusion on most aspects of causation, diagnosis, treatment, 
or any other matters pertaining to SBS,” and that “the com­
monly held opinion that the finding of [subdural hemorrhage] 
and [retinal hemorrhage] in an infant was strong evidence of 
SBS was unsustainable.”); Bandak, Shaken Baby Syndrome: 
A Biomechanics Analysis of Injury Mechanisms, 151 Forensic 
Sci. Int’l 71, 78 (2005) (“Head acceleration and velocity levels 
commonly reported for SBS generate forces that are far too 
great for the infant neck to withstand without injury. . . . 
[A]n SBS diagnosis in an infant . . . without cervical spine or 
brain stem injury is questionable and other causes of the 
intracerebral injury must be considered.”); Minns, Shaken 
Baby Syndrome: Theoretical and Evidential Controversies, 
35 J. Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh 5, 10 (2005) 
(“[D]iagnosing ‘shaking’ as a mechanism of injury . . . is not 
possible, because these are unwitnessed injuries that may 
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be incurred by a whole variety of mechanisms solely or in 
combination.”); Uscinski, Shaken Baby Syndrome: An Odys­
sey, 46 Neurol. Med. Chir. (Tokyo) 57, 59 (2006) (“[T]he hypo­
thetical mechanism of manually shaking infants in such a 
way as to cause intracranial injury is based on a misinterpre­
tation of an experiment done for a different purpose, and 
contrary to the laws of injury biomechanics as they apply 
specifically to the infant anatomy.”); Leestma, Case Analysis 
of Brain-Injured Admittedly Shaken Infants, 54 Cases, 1969– 
2001, 26 Am. J. Forensic Med. & Pathology 199, 211 (2005) 
(“[M]ost of the pathologies in allegedly shaken babies are 
due to impact injuries to the head and body.”); Squier, 
Shaken Baby Syndrome: The Quest for Evidence, 50 Devel­
opmental Med. & Child Neurol. 10, 13 (2008) (“[H]ead im­
pacts onto carpeted floors and steps from heights in the 1 to 
3 feet range result in far greater . . . forces and accelerations 
than shaking and slamming onto either a sofa or a bed.”). 

In light of current information, it is unlikely that the 
prosecution’s experts would today testify as adamantly as 
they did in 1997. Noteworthy in this regard, prosecution 
witnesses Carpenter and Erlich testified that the belated di­
agnosis of old (i. e., chronic) blood in Etzel’s brain and around 
his optic nerves did not change their initial cause-of-death 
findings, because rebleeding of old subdural blood does not 
occur in infants. Tr. 608–609, 672–673, 721–722, 771, 776, 
1269–1270, 1283. Recent scientific opinion undermines this 
testimony. See Miller & Miller, Overrepresentation of 
Males in Traumatic Brain Injury of Infancy and in Infants 
with Macrocephaly, 31 Am. J. Forensic Med. & Pathology 165, 
170 (2010) (“Small, asymptomatic [subdural hematomas] from 
the normal trauma of the birth process can spontaneously 
rebleed or rebleed with minimal forces, enlarge, and then 
present with clinical symptoms and [subdural hematoma, ret­
inal hemorrhages, and neurologic dysfunction] in the first 
year of life. . . . [This situation] mimic[s] child abuse, and we 
believe many such infants in the past have been mistakenly 
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diagnosed as victims of child abuse, when they were likely 
not.”). What is now known about SBS hypotheses seems to 
me worthy of considerable weight in the discretionary deci­
sion whether to take up this tragic case. 

I consider next the State’s meager nonmedical evidence. 
There was no evidence whatever that Smith abused her 
grandchildren in the past or acted with any malicious intent 
on the night in question. Instead, the evidence indicated 
that Smith was warmhearted, sensitive, and gentle. Tr. 
1086. As earlier observed, see supra, at 10, the Magistrate 
Judge noted the absence of any motive or precipitating event 
that might have led Smith to shake Etzel violently. Al­
though shaking may quiet a crying child, Tr. 601, no evidence 
showed that Etzel was crying in the hours before he died, 
id., at 444. To the contrary: Any loud crying likely would 
have woken Etzel’s siblings, Yondale, age 14 months, and Yo­
landa, age 4, asleep only feet away, even Etzel’s mother, To­
meka, asleep in the neighboring room. Id., at 335, 358–361. 
Yet no one’s slumber was disturbed. Id., at 358–361. 

The prosecution relied on the testimony of a social worker, 
who asserted that Smith, after hearing that the cause of Et­
zel’s death had been changed from Sudden Infant Death Syn­
drome (SIDS) to SBS, id., at 840, and after stating that she 
had given Etzel “a little shake, a jostle to awaken him” when 
she found him unresponsive, asked “something like ‘Oh, my 
God. Did I do it? Did I do it? Oh, my God.’ ” Id., at 842, 
847.3 Etzel’s mother, Tomeka, contradicted this account. 
According to Tomeka, after the social worker accused Smith 
of killing Etzel, Smith started crying, id., at 429–430, and 
responded, “No, I didn’t,” id., at 387. Taking the social 
worker’s version of events as true, Smith’s distraught and 
equivocal question fairly cannot be equated to a confession 
of guilt. Giving a baby “a little shake, a jostle to wake him,” 

3 The social worker also testified that Etzel’s mother, Tomeka, told 
Smith: “If it wasn’t for you this wouldn’t have happened.” Id., at 847. 
Tomeka denied making any statement to that effect. Id., at 389. 
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ante, at 3 (internal quotation marks omitted), after finding 
him unexpectedly unresponsive, surely is not an admission 
to shaking a child violently, causing his brainstem to tear. 

Moreover, Smith’s counsel, Ubiwe Eriye,4 represented her 
poorly at trial. In a case as trying as this one, competent 
counsel might have persuaded the jury to disbelieve the 
prosecution’s case. A few examples from the record are il­
lustrative. At the suppression hearing, the presiding judge 
was so disturbed about Eriye’s preparation for trial that he 
remarked to the defendant, “Miss Smith, I’m scared.” Tr. 
A52. Eriye badly misportrayed the burden of proof when 
he declared, both at the suppression hearing and in his open­
ing remarks, that he would prove, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, that Smith was not guilty. Id., at A58–A59, 213. 
The two experts Eriye called presented testimony that 
hardly meshed.5 

In sum, this is a notably factbound case in which the Court 
of Appeals unquestionably stated the correct rule of law. It 
is thus “the type of case in which we are most inclined to 
deny certiorari.” Kyles v. Whitley, 514 U. S. 419, 460 (1995) 
(Scalia, J., dissenting). Nevertheless, the Court is bent on 
rebuking the Ninth Circuit for what it conceives to be defi­
ance of our prior remands. See ante, at 9. I would not ig­
nore Smith’s plight and choose her case as a fit opportunity 
to teach the Ninth Circuit a lesson. 

But even if granting review qualified as a proper exercise 
of our discretionary authority, I would resist summary rever­
sal of the Court of Appeals’ decision. The fact-intensive 
character of the case calls for attentive review of the record, 

4 Eriye has since resigned from the California Bar with discipline 
charges pending. 

5 Dr. Goldie testified that the old blood in Etzel’s brain did not contribute 
to his death, and Etzel died of SIDS. Id., at 994–995, 1403. In contrast, 
Dr. Siegler testified that the old blood provided the basis for his conclusion 
that Etzel died of an earlier brain trauma, id., at 1152–1153, 1166–1167, 
not SIDS, id., at 1193–1194. 
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including a trial transcript that runs over 1,500 pages. 
Careful inspection of the record would be aided by the adver­
sarial presentation that full briefing and argument afford. 
See, e. g., R. Fallon, J. Manning, D. Meltzer, D. Shapiro, Hart 
and Wechsler’s The Federal Courts and the Federal System 
1480 (6th ed. 2009) (posing question whether summary rever­
sal would “smack of unfairness to the losing party unless an 
opportunity were afforded for the filing of briefs on the mer­
its”); Gressman, Supreme Court Practice § 6.12(c), p. 417, and 
n. 46 (questioning the Court’s reliance on its own examina­
tion of the record in summarily reversing, without at least 
affording the parties, “particularly the respondent,” an op­
portunity to brief the critical issue and identify the relevant 
portions of the record). Peremptory disposition, in my judg­
ment, is all the more inappropriate given the grave conse­
quences of upsetting the judgment below: Smith, who has 
already served ten years, will be returned to prison to com­
plete a sentence of fifteen years to life. Before depriving 
Smith of the liberty she currently enjoys, and her family of 
her care, I would at least afford her a full opportunity to 
defend her release from a decade’s incarceration. 

* * * 

For the reasons stated, justice is not served by the Court’s 
exercise of discretion to take up this tragic, factbound case. 
I would therefore deny the petition for review. 
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Syllabus 

KPMG LLP v. COCCHI et al. 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the district 
court of appeal of Ćorida, fourth district 

No. 10–1521. Decided November 7, 2011 

Respondents, who lost money on investments in certain limited partner­
ships known as the Rye Funds (Funds), sued petitioner KPMG LLP, 
among others, in state court claiming that KPMG’s failure to use proper 
auditing standards with respect to the partnerships’ financial state­
ments led to substantial misrepresentations about the Funds’ financial 
health. The Florida Circuit Court denied KPMG’s motion to compel 
arbitration on the basis of its audit services agreement with the Funds’ 
managers. The Florida Court of Appeal determined that the arbitra­
tion clause was enforceable only if respondents’ claims were derivative 
of the services KPMG performed for the Funds’ managers pursuant to 
the audit services agreement. Applying the law of the proper forum 
as agreed by the parties, the court held that two of respondents’ four 
claims against KPMG were direct rather than derivative. Without ad­
dressing whether respondents’ other two claims were direct or deriva­
tive, the court found that the arbitration agreement did not apply to 
respondents’ direct claims and affirmed the trial court’s denial of 
KPMG’s motion. 

Held: By disregarding the direct-derivative status of two of respondents’ 
claims, the Florida Court of Appeal failed to give proper effect to the 
plain meaning of the Federal Arbitration Act and to this Court’s holding 
in Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. Byrd, 470 U. S. 213, that the Act “leaves 
no place for the exercise of discretion . . . but instead mandates that . . . 
courts shall direct the parties to proceed to arbitration on issues as to 
which an arbitration agreement has been signed,” id., at 218. Thus, 
when a complaint contains both arbitrable and nonarbitrable claims, 
courts must “compel arbitration of pendent arbitrable claims when one 
of the parties files a motion to compel, even where the result would be 
the possibly inefficient maintenance of separate proceedings in different 
forums.” Id., at 217. On remand, the Florida Court of Appeal should 
determine whether either of the two remaining claims requires 
arbitration. 

Certiorari granted; 51 So. 3d 1165, vacated and remanded. 
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Agreements to arbitrate that fall within the scope and 
coverage of the Federal Arbitration Act (Act), 9 U. S. C. § 1 
et seq., must be enforced in state and federal courts. State 
courts, then, “have a prominent role to play as enforcers 
of agreements to arbitrate.” Vaden v. Discover Bank, 556 
U. S. 49, 59 (2009). 

The Act has been interpreted to require that if a dispute 
presents multiple claims, some arbitrable and some not, the 
former must be sent to arbitration even if this will lead 
to piecemeal litigation. See Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. 
Byrd, 470 U. S. 213, 217 (1985). From this it follows that 
state and federal courts must examine with care the com­
plaints seeking to invoke their jurisdiction in order to sepa­
rate arbitrable from nonarbitrable claims. A court may not 
issue a blanket refusal to compel arbitration merely on the 
grounds that some of the claims could be resolved by the 
court without arbitration. See ibid. 

In this case the Fourth District Court of Appeal of the 
State of Florida upheld a trial court’s refusal to compel arbi­
tration of respondents’ claims after determining that two of 
the four claims in a complaint were nonarbitrable. Though 
the matter is not altogether free from doubt, a fair reading 
of the opinion indicates a likelihood that the Court of Appeal 
failed to determine whether the other two claims in the com­
plaint were arbitrable. For this reason, the judgment of the 
Court of Appeal is vacated, and the case is remanded for 
further proceedings. 

Respondents are 19 individuals and entities who bought 
limited partnership interests in one of three limited partner­
ships, all known as the Rye Funds. The Rye Funds were 
managed by Tremont Group Holding, Inc., and Tremont 
Partners, Inc., both of which were audited by KPMG. The 
Rye Funds were invested with financier Bernard Madoff 
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and allegedly lost millions of dollars as a result of a scheme 
to defraud. Respondents sued the Rye Funds, the Tremont 
defendants, and Tremont’s auditing firm, KPMG. 

Only the claims against KPMG are at issue in this case. 
Against KPMG, respondents alleged four causes of action: 
negligent misrepresentation; violation of the Florida Decep­
tive and Unfair Trade Practices Act (FDUTPA), Fla. Stat. 
§ 501.201 et seq. (2010); professional malpractice; and aiding 
and abetting a breach of fiduciary duty. Respondents’ basic 
theory was that KPMG failed to use proper auditing stand­
ards with respect to the financial statements of the partner­
ships. These improper audits, respondents contend, led to 
“substantial misrepresentations” about the health of the 
funds and resulted in respondents’ investment losses. 51 So. 
3d 1165, 1168 (Fla. App. 2010). 

KPMG moved to compel arbitration based on the audit 
services agreement that existed between it and the Tremont 
defendants. That agreement provided that “[a]ny dispute or 
claim arising out of or relating to . . . the services provided 
[by KPMG] . . . (including any dispute or claim involving any 
person or entity for whose benefit the services in question 
are or were provided) shall be resolved” either by mediation 
or arbitration. App. to Pet. for Cert. 63a. The Florida Cir­
cuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Palm Beach 
County denied the motion. 

The Court of Appeal affirmed, noting that “[n]one of the 
plaintiffs . . . expressly assented in any fashion to [the audit 
services agreement] or the arbitration provision.” 51 So. 3d, 
at 1168. Thus, the court found, the arbitration clause could 
only be enforced if respondents’ claims were derivative in 
that they arose from the services KPMG performed for the 
Tremont defendants pursuant to the audit services agree­
ment. Applying Delaware law, which both parties agreed 
was applicable, the Court of Appeal concluded that the negli­
gent misrepresentation and the violation of FDUTPA claims 
were direct rather than derivative. A fair reading of the 
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opinion reveals nothing to suggest that the court came to 
the same conclusion about the professional malpractice and 
breach of fiduciary duty claims. Indeed, the court said noth­
ing about those claims at all. Finding “the arbitral agree­
ment upon which KPMG relied would not apply to the direct 
claims made by the individual plaintiffs,” id., at 1167, the 
Court of Appeal affirmed the trial court’s denial of the mo­
tion to arbitrate. 

Respondents have since amended their complaint to add a 
fifth claim. Citing the Court of Appeal’s decision, the trial 
court again denied KPMG’s motion to compel arbitration. 

The Act reflects an “emphatic federal policy in favor of 
arbitral dispute resolution.” Mitsubishi Motors Corp. v. 
Soler Chrysler-Plymouth, Inc., 473 U. S. 614, 631 (1985); 
Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital v. Mercury Constr. Corp., 
460 U. S. 1, 24–25 (1983) (noting that “questions of arbitrabil­
ity [must] . . . be addressed with a healthy regard for the 
federal policy favoring arbitration”). This policy, as con­
tained within the Act, “requires courts to enforce the bargain 
of the parties to arbitrate,” Dean Witter, supra, at 217, and 
“cannot possibly require the disregard of state law permit­
ting arbitration by or against nonparties to the written arbi­
tration agreement,” Arthur Andersen LLP v. Carlisle, 556 
U. S. 624, 630, n. 5 (2009) (emphasis deleted). Both parties 
agree that whether the claims in the complaint are arbitrable 
turns on the question whether they must be deemed direct 
or derivative under Delaware law. That question of state 
law is not at issue here. What is at issue is the Court of 
Appeal’s apparent refusal to compel arbitration on any of the 
four claims based solely on a finding that two of them, the 
claim of negligent misrepresentation and the alleged viola­
tion of the FDUTPA, were nonarbitrable. 

In Dean Witter, the Court noted that the Act “provides 
that written agreements to arbitrate controversies arising 
out of an existing contract ‘shall be valid, irrevocable, and 
enforceable, save upon such grounds as exist at law or in 
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equity for the revocation of any contract.’ ” 470 U. S., at 218 
(quoting 9 U. S. C. § 2). The Court found that by its terms, 
“the Act leaves no place for the exercise of discretion by a 
district court, but instead mandates that district courts shall 
direct the parties to proceed to arbitration on issues as to 
which an arbitration agreement has been signed.” 470 U. S., 
at 218 (emphasis in original). Thus, when a complaint con­
tains both arbitrable and nonarbitrable claims, the Act re­
quires courts to “compel arbitration of pendent arbitrable 
claims when one of the parties files a motion to compel, even 
where the result would be the possibly inefficient mainte­
nance of separate proceedings in different forums.” Id., at 
217. To implement this holding, courts must examine a com­
plaint with care to assess whether any individual claim must 
be arbitrated. The failure to do so is subject to immediate 
review. See Southland Corp. v. Keating, 465 U. S. 1, 6–7 
(1984). 

The Court of Appeal listed all four claims, found that two 
were direct, and then refused to compel arbitration on the 
complaint as a whole because the arbitral agreement “would 
not apply to the direct claims.” 51 So. 3d, at 1167. By not 
addressing the other two claims in the complaint, the Court 
of Appeal failed to give effect to the plain meaning of the 
Act and to the holding of Dean Witter. The petition for cer­
tiorari is granted. The judgment of the Court of Appeal is 
vacated, and the case is remanded. On remand, the Court 
of Appeal should examine the remaining two claims to deter­
mine whether either requires arbitration. 

It is so ordered. 
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BOBBY, WARDEN v. DIXON 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the united 
states court of appeals for the sixth circuit 

No. 10–1540. Decided November 7, 2011 

Respondent Archie Dixon and an accomplice, Tim Hoffner, murdered 
Chris Hammer in order to steal his car. Dixon then assumed Hammer’s 
identity, established ownership of the car, and sold it. When Dixon 
showed up at the police station for reasons unrelated to the instant case, 
a police detective investigating Hammer’s disappearance attempted to 
question him about Hammer’s whereabouts. He issued Dixon Miranda 
warnings, but Dixon declined to speak without his lawyer present and 
left the station. Police eventually tied Dixon to the sale of Hammer’s 
car and arrested him for forgery. Because they feared that Dixon 
would again refuse to speak, they did not issue him Miranda warnings 
before questioning him over several hours. Dixon admitted to selling 
Hammer’s car but denied having anything to do with his disappearance. 
Even when detectives suggested that Hoffner was likely to cut a deal 
with police, Dixon continued to deny any involvement in Hammer’s dis­
appearance. Shortly thereafter, Hoffner led police to Hammer’s body, 
claiming that Dixon had told him where it was. Dixon was brought 
back in to the police station. Prior to any police questioning, Dixon 
stated that he had heard the police had found a body and asked whether 
Hoffner was in custody. Upon hearing that Hoffner was not in custody, 
Dixon told police that he had spoken with his attorney and wished to 
tell them what happened. Dixon was advised of his Miranda rights 
and waived them in writing before speaking to police. He was advised 
of those rights a second time before giving a detailed, tape-recorded 
confession to Hammer’s murder. When the Ohio trial court excluded 
both Dixon’s forgery and murder confessions, the State appealed. The 
Ohio Court of Appeals concluded that Dixon’s murder confession was 
admissible because it was obtained after he was given Miranda warn­
ings. Dixon was convicted, and the Ohio Supreme Court affirmed. 
The District Court denied Dixon’s subsequent federal habeas petition, 
but the Sixth Circuit reversed, believing that the Ohio Supreme Court’s 
decision was in error. 

Held: The Sixth Circuit lacked the authority to overturn the Ohio Supreme 
Court’s reasoned judgment, which did not rest on errors “well under­
stood and comprehended in existing law beyond any possibility for fair-
minded disagreement,” Harrington v. Richter, 562 U. S. 86, 103. The 
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Sixth Circuit found that Dixon’s initial invocation of his Miranda rights 
applied to subsequent interviews, but Dixon was originally at the sta­
tion house for noncustodial reasons completely unrelated to the Hammer 
investigation, and this Court has “never held that a person can invoke 
his Miranda rights anticipatorily, in a context other than ‘custodial in­
terrogation,’ ” McNeil v. Wisconsin, 501 U. S. 171, 182, n. 3. The Sixth 
Circuit also held that police violated the Fifth Amendment by urging 
Dixon to “cut a deal” before Hoffner did, but it cited no precedent sup­
porting its conclusion that this common police tactic is unconstitutional. 
The court held further that the Ohio Supreme Court unreasonably ap­
plied the holding of Oregon v. Elstad, 470 U. S. 298, that “a suspect 
who has once responded to unwarned yet uncoercive questioning is not 
thereby disabled from waiving his rights and confessing after he has 
been given the requisite Miranda warnings,” id., at 318. Here, how­
ever, there is no concern that police gave Dixon Miranda warnings and 
then led him to repeat an earlier murder confession, because there was 
no earlier murder confession to repeat. Missouri v. Seibert, 542 U. S. 
600, distinguished. Nor is there any evidence that police used his ear­
lier forgery confession to induce him to waive his right to silence later. 

Certiorari granted; 627 F. 3d 553, reversed and remanded. 

Per Curiam. 
Under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act 

of 1996, a state prisoner seeking a writ of habeas corpus from 
a federal court “must show that the state court’s ruling on 
the claim being presented in federal court was so lacking 
in justification that there was an error well understood and 
comprehended in existing law beyond any possibility for fair-
minded disagreement.” Harrington v. Richter, 562 U. S. 
86, 103 (2011). The Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
purported to identify three such grievous errors in the Ohio 
Supreme Court’s affirmance of respondent Archie Dixon’s 
murder conviction. Because it is not clear that the Ohio Su­
preme Court erred at all, much less erred so transparently 
that no fairminded jurist could agree with that court’s deci­
sion, the Sixth Circuit’s judgment must be reversed. 

* * * 
Archie Dixon and Tim Hoffner murdered Chris Hammer 

in order to steal his car. Dixon and Hoffner beat Hammer, 
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tied him up, and buried him alive, pushing the struggling 
Hammer down into his grave while they shoveled dirt on 
top of him. Dixon then used Hammer’s birth certificate and 
Social Security card to obtain a state identification card in 
Hammer’s name. After using that identification card to es­
tablish ownership of Hammer’s car, Dixon sold the vehicle 
for $2,800. 

Hammer’s mother reported her son missing the day after 
his murder. While investigating Hammer’s disappearance, 
police had various encounters with Dixon, three of which 
are relevant here. On November 4, 1993, a police detective 
spoke with Dixon at a local police station. It is undisputed 
that this was a chance encounter—Dixon was apparently vis­
iting the police station to retrieve his own car, which had 
been impounded for a traffic violation. The detective issued 
Miranda warnings to Dixon and then asked to talk to him 
about Hammer’s disappearance. See Miranda v. Arizona, 
384 U. S. 436 (1966). Dixon declined to answer questions 
without his lawyer present and left the station. 

As their investigation continued, police determined that 
Dixon had sold Hammer’s car and forged Hammer’s signa­
ture when cashing the check he received in that sale. Police 
arrested Dixon for forgery on the morning of November 9. 
Beginning at 11:30 a.m. detectives intermittently interro­
gated Dixon over several hours, speaking with him for about 
45 minutes total. Prior to the interrogation, the detectives 
had decided not to provide Dixon with Miranda warnings 
for fear that Dixon would again refuse to speak with them. 

Dixon readily admitted to obtaining the identification card 
in Hammer’s name and signing Hammer’s name on the check, 
but said that Hammer had given him permission to sell 
the car. Dixon claimed not to know where Hammer was, 
although he said he thought Hammer might have left for 
Tennessee. The detectives challenged the plausibility of 
Dixon’s tale and told Dixon that Tim Hoffner was providing 
them more useful information. At one point a detective told 
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Dixon that “now is the time to say” whether he had any 
involvement in Hammer’s disappearance because “if Tim 
starts cutting a deal over there, this is kinda like, a bus leav­
ing. The first one that gets on it is the only one that’s gonna 
get on.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 183a. Dixon responded 
that, if Hoffner knew anything about Hammer’s disappear­
ance, Hoffner had not told him. Dixon insisted that he had 
told police everything he knew and that he had “[n]othing 
whatsoever” to do with Hammer’s disappearance. Id., at 
186a. At approximately 3:30 p.m. the interrogation con­
cluded, and the detectives brought Dixon to a correctional 
facility where he was booked on a forgery charge. 

The same afternoon, Hoffner led police to Hammer’s grave. 
Hoffner claimed that Dixon had told him that Hammer was 
buried there. After concluding their interview with Hoffner 
and releasing him, the police had Dixon transported back to 
the police station. 

Dixon arrived at the police station at about 7:30 p.m. 
Prior to any police questioning, Dixon stated that he had 
heard the police had found a body and asked whether Hoffner 
was in custody. The police told Dixon that Hoffner was not, 
at which point Dixon said, “I talked to my attorney, and I 
want to tell you what happened.” State v. Dixon, 101 Ohio 
St. 3d 328, 331, 2004-Ohio-1585, 805 N. E. 2d 1042, 1050. The 
police read Dixon his Miranda rights, obtained a signed 
waiver of those rights, and spoke with Dixon for about half 
an hour. At 8 p.m. the police, now using a tape recorder, 
again advised Dixon of his Miranda rights. In a detailed 
confession, Dixon admitted to murdering Hammer but at­
tempted to pin the lion’s share of the blame on Hoffner. 

At Dixon’s trial, the Ohio trial court excluded both Dixon’s 
initial confession to forgery and his later confession to mur­
der. The State took an interlocutory appeal. The State did 
not dispute that Dixon’s forgery confession was properly 
suppressed, but argued that the murder confession was 
admissible because Dixon had received Miranda warnings 
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prior to that confession. The Ohio Court of Appeals agreed 
and allowed Dixon’s murder confession to be admitted as 
evidence. Dixon was convicted of murder, kidnaping, rob­
bery, and forgery, and sentenced to death. 

The Ohio Supreme Court affirmed Dixon’s convictions and 
sentence. To analyze the admissibility of Dixon’s murder 
confession, the court applied Oregon v. Elstad, 470 U. S. 298 
(1985). The Ohio Supreme Court found that Dixon’s confes­
sion to murder after receiving Miranda warnings was ad­
missible because that confession and his prior, unwarned 
confession to forgery were both voluntary. State v. Dixon, 
supra, at 332–334, 805 N. E. 2d, at 1050–1052; see Elstad, 
supra, at 318 (“We hold today that a suspect who has once 
responded to unwarned yet uncoercive questioning is not 
thereby disabled from waiving his rights and confessing 
after he has been given the requisite Miranda warnings”). 

Dixon then filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
under 28 U. S. C. § 2254 in the U. S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Ohio. Dixon claimed, inter alia, that 
the state court decisions allowing the admission of his mur­
der confession contravened clearly established federal law. 
The District Court denied relief, but a divided panel of the 
Sixth Circuit reversed. Dixon v. Houk, 627 F. 3d 553 (2010). 

The Sixth Circuit had authority to issue the writ of habeas 
corpus only if the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision “was con­
trary to, or involved an unreasonable application of, clearly 
established Federal law,” as set forth in this Court’s hold­
ings, or was “based on an unreasonable determination of the 
facts” in light of the state court record. § 2254(d); see Har­
rington, 562 U. S., at 100. The Sixth Circuit believed that 
the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision contained three such 
egregious errors. 

First, according to the Sixth Circuit, the Miranda decision 
itself clearly established that police could not speak to Dixon 
on November 9, because on November 4 Dixon had refused 
to speak to police without his lawyer. That is plainly wrong. 
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It is undisputed that Dixon was not in custody during his 
chance encounter with police on November 4. And this 
Court has “never held that a person can invoke his Miranda 
rights anticipatorily, in a context other than ‘custodial inter­
rogation.’ ” McNeil v. Wisconsin, 501 U. S. 171, 182, n. 3 
(1991); see also Montejo v. Louisiana, 556 U. S. 778, 795 
(2009) (“If the defendant is not in custody then [Miranda and 
its progeny] do not apply”). 

Second, the Sixth Circuit held that police violated the 
Fifth Amendment by urging Dixon to “cut a deal” before 
his accomplice Hoffner did so.1 The Sixth Circuit cited no 
precedent of this Court—or any court—holding that this 
common police tactic is unconstitutional. Cf., e. g., Elstad, 
supra, at 317 (“[T]he Court has refused to find that a defend­
ant who confesses, after being falsely told that his codefend­
ant has turned State’s evidence, does so involuntarily”). Be­
cause no holding of this Court suggests, much less clearly 
establishes, that police may not urge a suspect to confess 
before another suspect does so, the Sixth Circuit had no au­
thority to issue the writ on this ground.2 

1 In the Sixth Circuit’s view, the Ohio Supreme Court’s contrary conclu­
sion that Dixon’s confession was voluntary “was based on an unreasonable 
determination of the facts in light of the evidence presented in the State 
court proceeding.” § 2254(d)(2). The Sixth Circuit did not, however, pur­
port to identify any mistaken factual finding. It differed with the Ohio 
Supreme Court only on the ultimate characterization of Dixon’s confession 
as voluntary, and this Court’s cases make clear that “the ultimate issue of 
‘voluntariness’ is a legal question.” Miller v. Fenton, 474 U. S. 104, 110 
(1985); see also Arizona v. Fulminante, 499 U. S. 279, 287 (1991). This 
Court therefore addresses the question the Sixth Circuit should have ad­
dressed: whether the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision “was contrary to, or 
involved an unreasonable application of, clearly established Federal law, 
as determined by the Supreme Court of the United States.” § 2254(d)(1). 

2 The only case the Sixth Circuit cited on this issue was Mincey v. Ari­
zona, 437 U. S. 385 (1978). Mincey involved the “virtually continuous 
questioning of a seriously and painfully wounded man on the edge of con­
sciousness” who was in a hospital’s intensive care unit and who “clearly 
expressed his wish not to be interrogated” while in a “debilitated and 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 23 (2011) 29 

Per Curiam 

Third, the Sixth Circuit held that the Ohio Supreme Court 
unreasonably applied this Court’s precedent in Elstad. In 
that case, a suspect who had not received Miranda warnings 
confessed to burglary as police took him into custody. Ap­
proximately an hour later, after he had received Miranda 
warnings, the suspect again confessed to the same burglary. 
This Court held that the later, warned confession was admis­
sible because “there is no warrant for presuming coercive 
effect where the suspect’s initial inculpatory statement, 
though technically in violation of Miranda, was voluntary. 
The relevant inquiry is whether, in fact, the second [warned] 
statement was also voluntarily made.” 470 U. S., at 318 
(footnote omitted). 

As the Ohio Supreme Court’s opinion explained, the cir­
cumstances surrounding Dixon’s interrogations demonstrate 
that his statements were voluntary. During Dixon’s first in­
terrogation, he received several breaks, was given water and 
offered food, and was not abused or threatened. He freely 
acknowledged that he had forged Hammer’s name, even stat­
ing that the police were “welcome” to that information, and 
he had no difficulty denying that he had anything to do with 
Hammer’s disappearance. State v. Dixon, 101 Ohio St. 3d, 
at 331, 805 N. E. 2d, at 1049. Prior to his second interroga­
tion, Dixon made an unsolicited declaration that he had spo­
ken with his attorney and wanted to tell the police what 
had happened to Hammer. Then, before giving his taped 
confession, Dixon twice received Miranda warnings and 
signed a waiver-of-rights form which stated that he was act­
ing of his own free will. 

The Ohio Supreme Court recognized that Dixon’s first in­
terrogation involved “an intentional Miranda violation.” 
101 Ohio St. 3d, at 334, 805 N. E. 2d, at 1052. The court 
concluded, however, that “as in Elstad, the breach of the Mi-

helpless condition.” Id., at 399–401. There is simply nothing in the facts 
or reasoning of Mincey suggesting that any of Dixon’s statements were 
involuntary. 
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randa procedures here involved no actual compulsion” and 
thus there was no reason to suppress Dixon’s later, warned 
confession. Ibid. (citing Elstad, 470 U. S., at 318). 

The Sixth Circuit disagreed, believing that Dixon’s confes­
sion was inadmissible under Elstad because it was the prod­
uct of a “deliberate question-first, warn-later strategy.” 627 
F. 3d, at 557. In so holding, the Sixth Circuit relied heavily 
on this Court’s decision in Missouri v. Seibert, 542 U. S. 600 
(2004).3 In Seibert, police employed a two-step strategy to 
reduce the effect of Miranda warnings: A detective exhaus­
tively questioned Seibert until she confessed to murder and 
then, after a 15- to 20-minute break, gave Seibert Miranda 
warnings and led her to repeat her prior confession. 542 
U. S., at 604–606, 616 (plurality opinion). The Court held 
that Seibert’s second confession was inadmissible as evidence 
against her even though it was preceded by a Miranda warn­
ing. A plurality of the Court reasoned that “[u]pon hearing 
warnings only in the aftermath of interrogation and just 
after making a confession, a suspect would hardly think he 
had a genuine right to remain silent, let alone persist in so 
believing once the police began to lead him over the same 
ground again.” 542 U. S., at 613; see also id., at 615 (detail­
ing a “series of relevant facts that bear on whether Miranda 
warnings delivered midstream could be effective enough to 
accomplish their object”). Justice Kennedy concurred in 

3 Seibert was not decided until after the Ohio Supreme Court’s opinion 
in this case, but was issued before this Court denied Dixon’s petition for 
certiorari seeking review of the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision. It is thus 
an open question whether Seibert was “clearly established Federal law” 
for purposes of § 2254(d). See Smith v. Spisak, 558 U. S. 139, 143 (2010). 
It is not necessary to decide that question here because Seibert is entirely 
consistent with the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision. Thus, if Seibert was 
clearly established law, the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision was not “con­
trary to” or “an unreasonable application of” Seibert. § 2254(d). And if 
Seibert was not clearly established law, Seibert’s explication of Elstad fur­
ther demonstrates that the Ohio Supreme Court’s decision was not con­
trary to or an unreasonable application of Elstad. 
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the judgment, noting he “would apply a narrower test appli­
cable only in the infrequent case . . . in which the two-step 
interrogation technique was used in a calculated way to un­
dermine the Miranda warning.” Id., at 622. 

In this case, no two-step interrogation technique of the 
type that concerned the Court in Seibert undermined the 
Miranda warnings Dixon received. In Seibert, the sus­
pect’s first, unwarned interrogation left “little, if anything, 
of incriminating potential left unsaid,” making it “unnatural” 
not to “repeat at the second stage what had been said be­
fore.” 542 U. S., at 616–617 (plurality opinion). But in this 
case Dixon steadfastly maintained during his first, unwarned 
interrogation that he had “[n]othing whatsoever” to do with 
Hammer’s disappearance. App. to Pet. for Cert. 186a. 
Thus, unlike in Seibert, there is no concern here that police 
gave Dixon Miranda warnings and then led him to repeat 
an earlier murder confession, because there was no earlier 
confession to repeat. Indeed, Dixon contradicted his prior 
unwarned statements when he confessed to Hammer’s mur­
der. Nor is there any evidence that police used Dixon’s ear­
lier admission to forgery to induce him to waive his right to 
silence later: Dixon declared his desire to tell police what 
happened to Hammer before the second interrogation session 
even began. As the Ohio Supreme Court reasonably con­
cluded, there was simply “no nexus” between Dixon’s un­
warned admission to forgery and his later, warned confession 
to murder. 101 Ohio St. 3d, at 333, 805 N. E. 2d, at 1051. 

Moreover, in Seibert the Court was concerned that the Mi­
randa warnings did not “effectively advise the suspect that 
he had a real choice about giving an admissible statement” 
because the unwarned and warned interrogations blended 
into one “continuum.” 542 U. S., at 612, 617. Given all the 
circumstances of this case, that is not so here. Four hours 
passed between Dixon’s unwarned interrogation and his re­
ceipt of Miranda rights, during which time he traveled from 
the police station to a separate jail and back again; claimed 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



32 BOBBY v. DIXON 

Per Curiam 

to have spoken to his lawyer; and learned that police were 
talking to his accomplice and had found Hammer’s body. 
Things had changed. Under Seibert, this significant break 
in time and dramatic change in circumstances created “a new 
and distinct experience,” ensuring that Dixon’s prior, un­
warned interrogation did not undermine the effectiveness of 
the Miranda warnings he received before confessing to 
Hammer’s murder. 542 U. S., at 615; see also id., at 622 
(Kennedy, J., concurring in judgment) (“For example, a sub­
stantial break in time and circumstances between the pre­
warning statement and the Miranda warning may suffice in 
most circumstances, as it allows the accused to distinguish 
the two contexts and appreciate that the interrogation has 
taken a new turn”).4 

The admission of Dixon’s murder confession was consistent 
with this Court’s precedents: Dixon received Miranda warn­
ings before confessing to Hammer’s murder; the effective­
ness of those warnings was not impaired by the sort of “two-
step interrogation technique” condemned in Seibert; and 
there is no evidence that any of Dixon’s statements was the 
product of actual coercion. That does not excuse the detec­
tives’ decision not to give Dixon Miranda warnings before 
his first interrogation. But the Ohio courts recognized that 
failure and imposed the appropriate remedy: exclusion of 
Dixon’s forgery confession and the attendant statements 
given without the benefit of Miranda warnings. Because 
no precedent of this Court required Ohio to do more, the 

4 The Sixth Circuit also concluded that “the Ohio Supreme Court errone­
ously placed the burden of proof on Dixon to prove that his confession was 
coerced.” Dixon v. Houk, 627 F. 3d 553, 558 (2010). But the Ohio Su­
preme Court clearly said that “the state carries the burden of proving 
voluntariness.” State v. Dixon, 101 Ohio St. 3d 328, 332, 2004-Ohio-1585, 
805 N. E. 2d 1042, 1050. That the court’s opinion discusses the absence 
of evidence of coerciveness alongside the affirmative evidence of voluntari­
ness in no way indicates that the court shifted the burden onto Dixon. 
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Sixth Circuit was without authority to overturn the reasoned 
judgment of the State’s highest court. 

The petition for a writ of certiorari and respondent’s mo­
tion to proceed in forma pauperis are granted. The judg­
ment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit is re­
versed, and the case is remanded for further proceedings 
consistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
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GREENE, aka TRICE v. FISHER, SUPERINTENDENT,
 
STATE CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION AT
 

SMITHFIELD, et al.
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the third circuit 

No. 10–637. Argued October 11, 2011—Decided November 8, 2011 

During petitioner Greene’s trial for murder, robbery, and conspiracy, the 
prosecution introduced the redacted confessions of two of Greene’s non-
testifying codefendants. A jury convicted Greene. The Pennsylvania 
Superior Court upheld the conviction, reasoning that the rule announced 
in Bruton v. United States, 391 U. S. 123, did not apply because the 
confessions were redacted to remove any specific reference to Greene. 
While Greene’s petition to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court was pend­
ing, this Court announced in Gray v. Maryland, 523 U. S. 185, that Bru­
ton does apply to some redacted confessions. The Pennsylvania Su­
preme Court declined to hear Greene’s appeal, and he then sought 
federal habeas relief. Under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996, a federal court may not grant such relief to a state 
prisoner on any claim that has been “adjudicated on the merits in State 
court proceedings” unless that adjudication “resulted in a decision that 
was contrary to, or involved an unreasonable application of, clearly es­
tablished Federal law, as determined by the Supreme Court of the 
United States.” 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). Here, the District Court con­
cluded that, because the United States Supreme Court’s opinion in Gray 
had not yet been issued when the Pennsylvania Superior Court adjudi­
cated Greene’s claim, the condition for granting habeas relief had not 
been met. The Third Circuit affirmed. 

Held: 
1. Under § 2254(d)(1), “clearly established Federal law, as determined 

by the Supreme Court of the United States,” includes only this Court’s 
decisions as of the time of the relevant state-court adjudication on the 
merits. The Court’s decision last Term in Cullen v. Pinholster, 563 
U. S. 170, established that § 2254(d)(1)’s “backward-looking language re­
quires an examination of the state-court decision at the time it was 
made.” Id., at 182. As the Court explained in Cullen, § 2254(d)(1) re­
quires federal courts to measure state-court decisions “against this 
Court’s precedents as of ‘the time the state court renders its decision.’ ” 
Ibid. That reasoning determines the result here. Pp. 37–40. 
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2. Because the Pennsylvania Superior Court’s decision—the last 
state-court adjudication on the merits of Greene’s claim—predated Gray 
by nearly three months, the Third Circuit correctly held that Gray was 
not “clearly established Federal law” against which it could measure 
the state-court decision. It therefore correctly concluded that the state 
court’s decision neither was “contrary to,” nor “involved an unreason­
able application of,” any “clearly established Federal law.” Pp. 40–41. 

606 F. 3d 85, affirmed. 

Scalia, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Jeffrey L. Fisher argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were Pamela S. Karlan, Isabel McGinty, 
Thomas C. Goldstein, Amy Howe, and Kevin K. Russell. 

Ronald Eisenberg argued the cause for respondents. 
With him on the brief were Susan E. Affronti and Thomas 
W. Dolgenos.* 

Justice Scalia delivered the opinion of the Court. 

Under the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act 
of 1996 (AEDPA), a federal court may not grant habeas relief 
to a state prisoner with respect to any claim that has been 
“adjudicated on the merits in State court proceedings” unless 
the state-court adjudication “resulted in a decision that 
was contrary to, or involved an unreasonable application of, 

*David M. Porter and Brett G. Sweitzer filed a brief for the National 
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers et al. as amici curiae urging 
reversal. 

A brief of amici curiae urging affirmance was filed for the State of 
Texas et al. by Greg Abbott, Attorney General of Texas, Jonathan F. 
Mitchell, Solicitor General, Daniel T. Hodge, First Assistant Attorney 
General, Don Clemmer, Deputy Attorney General, and Edward L. Mar­
shall, Assistant Attorney General, and by the Attorneys General for their 
respective States as follows: Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, Pamela Jo 
Bondi of Florida, Jack Conway of Kentucky, William J. Schneider of 
Maine, Bill Schuette of Michigan, Steve Bullock of Montana, Wayne Sten­
ehjem of North Dakota, Linda L. Kelly of Pennsylvania, Mark L. Shurtleff 
of Utah, Robert M. McKenna of Washington, J. B. Van Hollen of Wiscon­
sin, and Gregory A. Phillips of Wyoming. 
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clearly established Federal law, as determined by the Su­
preme Court of the United States.” 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). 
We consider whether “clearly established Federal law” in­
cludes decisions of this Court that are announced after the 
last adjudication of the merits in state court but before the 
defendant’s conviction becomes final. 

I 

In December 1993, petitioner Eric Greene and four co-
conspirators robbed a grocery store in North Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. During the robbery, one of the men shot 
and killed the store’s owner. The five were apprehended, 
and two of them confessed to taking part in the robbery. 
Greene did not confess, but he was implicated by the oth­
ers’ statements. 

When the Commonwealth sought to try all of the co-
conspirators jointly, Greene sought severance, arguing, inter 
alia, that the confessions of his nontestifying codefendants 
should not be introduced at his trial. The trial court denied 
the motion to sever, but agreed to require redaction of the 
confessions to eliminate proper names. As redacted, the 
confessions replaced names with words like “this guy,” 
“someone,” and “other guys,” or with the word “blank,” or 
simply omitted the names without substitution. 

A jury convicted Greene of second-degree murder, rob­
bery, and conspiracy. He appealed to the Pennsylvania 
Superior Court, arguing that severance of his trial was de­
manded by the rule announced in Bruton v. United States, 
391 U. S. 123 (1968), that the Confrontation Clause forbids 
the prosecution to introduce a nontestifying codefendant’s 
confession implicating the defendant in the crime. The 
Pennsylvania Superior Court affirmed the conviction, hold­
ing that the redaction had cured any problem under Bruton. 

Greene filed a petition for allowance of appeal to the Penn­
sylvania Supreme Court, raising the same Bruton claim. 
While that petition was pending, we held in Gray v. Mary­
land, 523 U. S. 185, 195 (1998), that “considered as a class, 
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redactions that replace a proper name with an obvious blank, 
the word ‘delete,’ a symbol, or similarly notify the jury that 
a name has been deleted are similar enough to Bruton’s un­
redacted confessions as to warrant the same legal results.” 
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court granted the petition for 
allowance of appeal, limited to the question whether admis­
sion of the redacted confessions violated Greene’s Sixth 
Amendment rights. After the parties filed merits briefs, 
however, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court dismissed the ap­
peal as improvidently granted. 

Greene then filed a federal habeas corpus petition in the 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania, alleging, inter alia, that the introduction of 
his nontestifying codefendants’ statements violated the Con­
frontation Clause. Adopting the report and recommenda­
tion of a Magistrate Judge, the District Court denied the 
petition. It concluded that since our decision in Gray was 
not “clearly established Federal law” when the Pennsylvania 
Superior Court adjudicated Greene’s Confrontation Clause 
claim, that court’s decision was not “contrary to,” or “an un­
reasonable application of, clearly established Federal law.” 
28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). 

A divided panel of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit affirmed. Greene v. Palakovich, 606 F. 3d 
85 (2010). The majority held that the “clearly established 
Federal law” referred to in § 2254(d)(1) is the law at the time 
of the state-court adjudication on the merits. Id., at 99. 
The dissenting judge contended that it is the law at the time 
the conviction becomes final. Id., at 108. We granted cer­
tiorari. 563 U. S. 917 (2011). 

II 

Section 2254(d) of Title 28 U. S. C., as amended by 
AEDPA, provides: 

“An application for a writ of habeas corpus on behalf 
of a person in custody pursuant to the judgment of a 
State court shall not be granted with respect to any 
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claim that was adjudicated on the merits in State court 
proceedings unless the adjudication of the claim— 

“(1) resulted in a decision that was contrary to, or in­
volved an unreasonable application of, clearly estab­
lished Federal law, as determined by the Supreme Court 
of the United States; or 

“(2) resulted in a decision that was based on an unrea­
sonable determination of the facts in light of the evi­
dence presented in the State court proceeding.” 

The issue here pertains to the first exception. We have said 
that its standard of “contrary to, or involv[ing] an unreason­
able application of, clearly established Federal law” is “diffi­
cult to meet,” because the purpose of AEDPA is to ensure 
that federal habeas relief functions as a “ ‘guard against ex­
treme malfunctions in the state criminal justice systems,’ ” 
and not as a means of error correction. Harrington v. Rich­
ter, 562 U. S. 86, 102–103 (2011) (quoting Jackson v. Virginia, 
443 U. S. 307, 332, n. 5 (1979) (Stevens, J., concurring in 
judgment)). 

In light of that objective, and relying upon the text of the 
provision, we held last Term, in Cullen v. Pinholster, 563 
U. S. 170 (2011), that review under § 2254(d)(1) is limited to 
the record that was before the state court that adjudicated 
the prisoner’s claim on the merits. We said that the provi­
sion’s “backward-looking language requires an examination 
of the state-court decision at the time it was made.” Id., 
at 182. The reasoning of Cullen determines the result here. 
As we explained, § 2254(d)(1) requires federal courts to 
“focu[s] on what a state court knew and did,” and to measure 
state-court decisions “against this Court’s precedents as of 
‘the time the state court renders its decision.’ ” Ibid. (quot­
ing Lockyer v. Andrade, 538 U. S. 63, 71–72 (2003); empha­
sis added). 

Greene resists that conclusion by appealing to our decision 
in Teague v. Lane, 489 U. S. 288 (1989). Teague held that 
a prisoner seeking federal habeas relief may rely on new 
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constitutional rules of criminal procedure announced before 
the prisoner’s conviction became final. Id., at 310 (plurality 
opinion); see also Penry v. Lynaugh, 492 U. S. 302, 313 (1989) 
(affirming and applying Teague rule). Finality occurs when 
direct state appeals have been exhausted and a petition for 
writ of certiorari from this Court has become time barred or 
has been disposed of. Griffith v. Kentucky, 479 U. S. 314, 
321, n. 6 (1987). Greene contends that, because finality 
marks the temporal cutoff for Teague purposes, it must mark 
the temporal cutoff for “clearly established Federal law” 
under AEDPA. 

The analogy has been rejected by our cases. We have 
explained that AEDPA did not codify Teague, and that “the 
AEDPA and Teague inquiries are distinct.” Horn v. Banks, 
536 U. S. 266, 272 (2002) (per curiam). The retroactivity 
rules that govern federal habeas review on the merits— 
which include Teague—are quite separate from the relitiga­
tion bar imposed by AEDPA; neither abrogates or qualifies 
the other. If § 2254(d)(1) was, indeed, pegged to Teague, it 
would authorize relief when a state-court merits adjudication 
“resulted in a decision that became contrary to, or an unrea­
sonable application of, clearly established Federal law, be­
fore the conviction became final.” The statute says no such 
thing, and we see no reason why Teague should alter 
AEDPA’s plain meaning.* 

Greene alternatively contends that the relevant “decision” 
to which the “clearly established Federal law” criterion must 
be applied is the decision of the state supreme court that 
disposes of a direct appeal from a defendant’s conviction or 
sentence, even when (as here) that decision does not adjudi­
cate the relevant claim on the merits. This is an implausible 

*Whether § 2254(d)(1) would bar a federal habeas petitioner from rely­
ing on a decision that came after the last state-court adjudication on the 
merits, but fell within one of the exceptions recognized in Teague, 489 
U. S., at 311 (plurality opinion), is a question we need not address to re­
solve this case. 
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reading of § 2254(d)(1). The text, we repeat, provides that 
habeas relief 

“shall not be granted with respect to any claim that 
was adjudicated on the merits in State court proceed­
ings unless the adjudication of the claim . . . resulted 
in a decision that was contrary to, or involved an un­
reasonable application of, clearly established Federal 
law . . . .” (Emphasis added.) 

The words “the adjudication” in the “unless” clause obvi­
ously refer back to the “adjudicat[ion] on the merits,” and 
the phrase “resulted in a decision” in the “unless” clause ob­
viously refers to the decision produced by that same adjudi­
cation on the merits. A later affirmance of that decision on 
alternative procedural grounds, for example, would not be a 
decision resulting from the merits adjudication. And much 
less would be (what is at issue here) a decision by the state 
supreme court not to hear the appeal—that is, not to decide 
at all. 

III 

The Third Circuit held, and the parties do not dispute, that 
the last state-court adjudication on the merits of Greene’s 
Confrontation Clause claim occurred on direct appeal to the 
Pennsylvania Superior Court. 606 F. 3d, at 92, and n. 1. 
The Pennsylvania Superior Court’s decision predated our de­
cision in Gray by nearly three months. The Third Circuit 
thus correctly held that Gray was not “clearly established 
Federal law” against which it could measure the Pennsylva­
nia Superior Court’s decision. 606 F. 3d, at 99. The panel 
then concluded (and the parties do not dispute) that the 
Pennsylvania Superior Court’s decision neither was “con­
trary to,” nor “involved an unreasonable application of,” any 
“clearly established Federal law” that existed at the time. 
Id., at 106. Consequently, § 2254(d)(1) bars the federal 
courts from granting Greene’s application for a writ of ha­
beas corpus. 
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We must observe that Greene’s predicament is an unusual 
one of his own creation. Before applying for federal habeas, 
he missed two opportunities to obtain relief under Gray: 
After the Pennsylvania Supreme Court dismissed his appeal, 
he did not file a petition for writ of certiorari from this 
Court, which would almost certainly have produced a re­
mand in light of the intervening Gray decision. “Where in­
tervening developments . . . reveal a reasonable probability 
that the decision below rests upon a premise that the lower 
court would reject if given the opportunity for further con­
sideration, and where it appears that such a redetermination 
may determine the ultimate outcome of the litigation, [an 
order granting the petition, vacating the judgment below, 
and remanding the case (GVR)] is, we believe, potentially 
appropriate.” Lawrence v. Chater, 516 U. S. 163, 167 (1996) 
(per curiam). See, e. g., Stanbridge v. New York, 395 U. S. 
709 (1969) (per curiam) (GVR in light of Bruton). Nor did 
Greene assert his Gray claim in a petition for state postcon­
viction relief. Having forgone two obvious means of assert­
ing his claim, Greene asks us to provide him relief by inter­
preting AEDPA in a manner contrary to both its text and 
our precedents. We decline to do so, and affirm the judg­
ment of the Court of Appeals. 

It is so ordered. 
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JUDULANG v. HOLDER, ATTORNEY GENERAL 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–694. Argued October 12, 2011—Decided December 12, 2011 

Federal immigration law governs both the exclusion of aliens from admis­
sion to this country and the deportation of aliens previously admitted. 
Before 1996, these two kinds of actions occurred in different procedural 
settings; since then, the Government has employed a unified “removal 
proceeding” for exclusions and deportations alike. But the immigra­
tion laws have always provided separate lists of substantive grounds for 
the two actions. One list specifies what crimes render an alien exclud­
able, see 8 U. S. C. § 1182(a), while another—sometimes overlapping and 
sometimes divergent—list specifies what crimes render an alien deport-
able, see § 1227(a). 

Until repealed in 1996, § 212(c) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act permitted the Attorney General to grant discretionary relief to an 
excludable alien, if the alien had lawfully resided in the United States 
for at least seven years before temporarily leaving the country and if 
the alien was not excludable on one of two specified grounds. By its 
terms, § 212(c) applied only in exclusion proceedings, but the Board of 
Immigration Appeals (BIA) extended it decades ago to deportation pro­
ceedings as well. Although Congress substituted a narrower discre­
tionary remedy for § 212(c) in 1996, see § 1229b, § 212(c)’s broader relief 
remains available to an alien whose removal is based on a guilty plea 
entered before § 212(c)’s repeal, INS v. St. Cyr, 533 U. S. 289, 326. 

In deciding whether to exclude such an alien, the BIA first checks the 
statutory ground identified by the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) as the basis for exclusion. Unless that ground is one of the two 
falling outside § 212(c)’s scope, the alien is eligible for discretionary re­
lief. The BIA then determines whether to grant relief based on such 
factors as the seriousness of the offense. 

This case concerns the BIA’s method for applying § 212(c) in the 
deportation context. The BIA’s approach, known as the “comparable­
grounds” rule, evaluates whether the charged deportation ground has a 
close analogue in the statute’s list of exclusion grounds. If the deporta­
tion ground consists of a set of crimes “substantially equivalent” to the 
set making up an exclusion ground, the alien can seek § 212(c) relief. 
But if the deportation ground covers different or more or fewer offenses 
than any exclusion ground, the alien is ineligible for relief, even if the 
alien’s particular offense falls within an exclusion ground. 
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Petitioner Judulang, who has lived continuously in the United States 
as a lawful permanent resident since 1974, pleaded guilty to voluntary 
manslaughter in 1988. After he pleaded guilty to another crime in 
2005, DHS commenced a deportation action, charging him with having 
committed an “aggravated felony” involving “a crime of violence” based 
on his manslaughter conviction. The Immigration Judge ordered Judu­
lang’s deportation, and the BIA affirmed, finding Judulang ineligible for 
§ 212(c) relief because the “crime of violence” deportation ground is not 
comparable to any exclusion ground. The Ninth Circuit, having pre­
viously upheld the BIA’s comparable-grounds rule, denied Judulang’s 
petition for review. 

Held: The BIA’s policy for applying § 212(c) in deportation cases is “arbi­
trary and capricious” under the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 
5 U. S. C. § 706(2)(A). Pp. 52–64. 

(a) While agencies have expertise and experience in administering 
their statutes that no court may properly ignore, courts retain a narrow 
but important role in ensuring that agencies have engaged in reasoned 
decisionmaking. Thus, in reviewing the BIA’s action, this Court must 
assess, among other matters, “whether the decision was based on a con­
sideration of the relevant factors and whether there has been a clear 
error of judgment.” Motor Vehicle Mfrs. Assn. of United States, Inc. 
v. State Farm Mut. Automobile Ins. Co., 463 U. S. 29, 43. That task 
involves examining the reasons for agency decisions, or the absence of 
such reasons. 

The comparable-grounds approach cannot survive scrutiny under this 
standard. By hinging a deportable alien’s eligibility for discretionary 
relief on the chance correspondence between statutory categories— 
a matter irrelevant to the alien’s fitness to reside in this country— 
the BIA has failed to exercise its discretion in a reasoned manner. 
Pp. 52–53. 

(b) Even if the BIA has legitimate reasons for limiting § 212(c)’s scope 
in deportation cases, it must do so in some rational way. In other 
words, the BIA must use an approach that is tied to the purposes of the 
immigration laws or the appropriate operation of the immigration sys­
tem. The comparable-grounds rule has no connection to these factors. 
Instead, it makes § 212(c) eligibility turn on an irrelevant comparison 
between statutory provisions. Whether the set of offenses in a particu­
lar deportation ground lines up with the set in an exclusion ground has 
nothing to do with whether a deportable alien whose prior conviction 
falls within both grounds merits the ability to stay in this country. 
Here, Judulang was found ineligible for § 212(c) relief because the “crime 
of violence” deportation ground includes a few offenses—simple assault, 
minor burglary, and unauthorized use of a vehicle—not found in the 
similar moral turpitude exclusion ground. But the inclusion of simple 
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assaults and minor burglaries in the deportation ground is irrelevant to 
the merits of Judulang’s case. 

The BIA’s approach has other odd features. In applying the 
comparable-grounds rule, the BIA has denied relief to aliens whose de­
portation ground fits entirely within a much broader exclusion ground. 
Yet providing relief in exclusion cases to a broad class of aliens hardly 
justifies denying relief in deportation cases to a subset of that group. 
In addition, the outcome of the comparable-grounds analysis may itself 
rest on an arbitrary decision. An alien’s prior conviction could fall 
within a number of deportation grounds, only one of which corresponds 
to an exclusion ground. In such cases, an alien’s eligibility for relief 
would hinge on an individual official’s decision as to which deportation 
ground to charge. An alien appearing before one official may suffer 
deportation, while an identically situated alien appearing before another 
may gain the right to stay in this country. 

In short, the comparable-grounds approach does not rest on any fac­
tors relevant to whether an alien should be deported. Instead, it turns 
deportation decisions into a “sport of chance.” Rosenberg v. Fleuti, 
374 U. S. 449, 455. That is what the APA’s “arbitrary and capricious” 
standard is designed to prevent. Pp. 53–59. 

(c) The Government’s arguments in defense of the comparable-
grounds rule are not persuasive. First, § 212(c)’s text does not support 
the rule. That section cannot provide a textual anchor for any method 
of providing discretionary relief in deportation cases because it ad­
dresses only exclusion. Second, the history of the comparable-grounds 
rule does not work in the Government’s favor. The BIA repeatedly 
vacillated in its method for applying § 212(c) to deportable aliens, set­
tling on the current rule only in 2005. Third, the Government’s claim 
that the comparable-grounds rule saves time and money falls short. 
Cost may be an important factor for agencies to consider in many con­
texts, but cheapness alone cannot save an arbitrary agency policy. In 
any event, it is unclear that the comparable-grounds rule saves money 
when compared with alternative approaches. Pp. 59–64. 

249 Fed. Appx. 499, reversed and remanded. 

Kagan, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Mark C. Fleming argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were Megan Barbero, Seth P. Waxman, 
Paul R. Q. Wolfson, James L. Quarles III, and Eric F. 
Citron. 
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Curtis E. Gannon argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant 
Attorney General West, Deputy Solicitor General Kneed­
ler, Donald E. Keener, Alison R. Drucker, and Andrew 
MacLachlan.* 

Justice Kagan delivered the opinion of the Court. 
This case concerns the Board of Immigration Appeals’ 

(BIA or Board) policy for deciding when resident aliens may 
apply to the Attorney General for relief from deportation 
under a now-repealed provision of the immigration laws. 
We hold that the BIA’s approach is arbitrary and capricious. 

The legal background of this case is complex, but the prin­
ciple guiding our decision is anything but. When an ad­
ministrative agency sets policy, it must provide a reasoned 
explanation for its action. That is not a high bar, but it is 
an unwavering one. Here, the BIA has failed to meet it. 

I 

A 

Federal immigration law governs both the exclusion of 
aliens from admission to this country and the deportation of 
aliens previously admitted. Before 1996, these two kinds 
of action occurred in different procedural settings, with an 
alien seeking entry (whether for the first time or upon return 
from a trip abroad) placed in an “exclusion proceeding” and 
an alien already here channeled to a “deportation proceed­
ing.” See Landon v. Plasencia, 459 U. S. 21, 25–26 (1982) 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network, Inc., et al. by Ira J. Kurzban; for Former Immigra­
tion Officials by Kannon K. Shanmugam; for the National Association of 
Criminal Defense Lawyers et al. by Iris E. Bennett, Matthew S. Hellman, 
Joshua L. Dratel, and Edwin A. Burnette; for the National Immigrant 
Justice Center et al. by Brian J. Murray, Charles Roth, and Matthew L. 
Guadagno; and for 39 Immigration Law Professors by Matthew D. 
McGill. 
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(comparing the two). Since that time, the Government has 
used a unified procedure, known as a “removal proceeding,” 
for exclusions and deportations alike. See 8 U. S. C. §§ 1229, 
1229a. But the statutory bases for excluding and deporting 
aliens have always varied. Now, as before, the immigration 
laws provide two separate lists of substantive grounds, prin­
cipally involving criminal offenses, for these two actions. 
One list specifies what kinds of crime render an alien exclud­
able (or in the term the statute now uses, “inadmissible”), 
see § 1182(a) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), while another—sometimes 
overlapping and sometimes divergent—list specifies what 
kinds of crime render an alien deportable from the country, 
see § 1227(a). 

An additional, historic difference between exclusion and 
deportation cases involved the ability of the Attorney Gen­
eral to grant an alien discretionary relief. Until repealed in 
1996, § 212(c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, 66 
Stat. 187, 8 U. S. C. § 1182(c) (1994 ed.), authorized the Attor­
ney General to admit certain excludable aliens. See also 
§ 136(p) (1926 ed.) (predecessor provision to § 212(c)). The 
Attorney General could order this relief when the alien had 
lawfully resided in the United States for at least seven years 
before temporarily leaving the country, unless the alien was 
excludable on one of two specified grounds. See § 1182(c) 
(1994 ed.).1 But by its terms, § 212(c) did not apply when an 
alien was being deported. 

1 The relevant part of § 212(c), in the version of the exclusion statute all 
parties use, reads as follows: 

“Aliens lawfully admitted for permanent residence who temporarily pro­
ceeded abroad voluntarily and not under an order of deportation, and who 
are returning to a lawful unrelinquished domicile of seven consecutive 
years, may be admitted in the discretion of the Attorney General without 
regard to the provisions of subsection (a) of this section (other than para­
graphs (3) and (9)(C)).” 8 U. S. C. § 1182(c) (1994 ed.). 

The parenthetical clause of this section prevented the Attorney General 
from waiving exclusion for aliens who posed a threat to national security, 
§ 1182(a)(3), and aliens who engaged in international child abduction, 
§ 1182(a)(9)(C). 
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This discrepancy threatened to produce an odd result in a 
case called Matter of L-, 1 I. & N. Dec. 1 (1940), leading to 
the first-ever grant of discretionary relief in a deportation 
case. L- was a permanent resident of the United States who 
had been convicted of larceny. Although L-’s crime made 
him inadmissible, he traveled abroad and then returned to 
the United States without any immigration official’s prevent­
ing his entry. A few months later, the Government caught 
up with L- and initiated a deportation action based on his 
larceny conviction. Had the Government apprehended L- at 
the border a short while earlier, he would have been placed 
in an exclusion proceeding where he could have applied for 
discretionary relief. But because L- was instead in a depor­
tation proceeding, no such relief was available. Responding 
to this apparent anomaly, Attorney General Robert Jackson 
(on referral of the case from the BIA) determined that L-
could receive a waiver: L-, Jackson said, “should be permit­
ted to make the same appeal to discretion that he could have 
made if denied admission” when returning from his recent trip. 
Id., at 6. In accord with this decision, the BIA adopted a 
policy of allowing aliens in deportation proceedings to apply 
for discretionary relief under § 212(c) whenever they had left 
and reentered the country after becoming deportable. See 
Matter of S-, 6 I. & N. Dec. 392, 394–396 (1954). 

But this approach created another peculiar asymmetry: 
Deportable aliens who had traveled abroad and returned 
could receive § 212(c) relief, while those who had never left 
could not. In Francis v. INS, 532 F. 2d 268 (1976), the Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit concluded that this dispar­
ity violated equal protection. Id., at 273 (“[A]n alien whose 
ties with this country are so strong that he has never de­
parted after his initial entry should receive at least as much 
consideration as an individual who may leave and return 
from time to time”). The BIA acquiesced in the Second Cir­
cuit’s decision, see Matter of Silva, 16 I. & N. Dec. 26 (1976), 
thus applying § 212(c) in deportation proceedings regardless 
of an alien’s travel history. 
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All this might have become academic when Congress re­
pealed § 212(c) in 1996 and substituted a new discretionary 
remedy, known as “cancellation of removal,” which is avail­
able in a narrow range of circumstances to excludable and 
deportable aliens alike. See 8 U. S. C. § 1229b. But in INS 
v. St. Cyr, 533 U. S. 289, 326 (2001), this Court concluded that 
the broader relief afforded by § 212(c) must remain available, 
on the same terms as before, to an alien whose removal is 
based on a guilty plea entered before § 212(c)’s repeal. We 
reasoned that aliens had agreed to those pleas with the possi­
bility of discretionary relief in mind and that eliminating this 
prospect would ill comport with “ ‘familiar considerations of 
fair notice, reasonable reliance, and settled expectations.’ ” 
Id., at 323 (quoting Landgraf v. USI Film Products, 511 
U. S. 244, 270 (1994)). Accordingly, § 212(c) has had an after­
life for resident aliens with old criminal convictions. 

When the BIA is deciding whether to exclude such an 
alien, applying § 212(c) is an easy matter. The Board first 
checks the statutory ground that the Department of Home­
land Security (DHS) has identified as the basis for exclusion; 
the Board may note, for example, that DHS has charged the 
alien with previously committing a “crime involving moral 
turpitude,” see 8 U. S. C. § 1182(a)(2)(A)(i)(I). Unless the 
charged ground is one of the pair falling outside § 212(c)’s 
scope, see n. 1, supra, the alien is eligible for discretionary 
relief. The Board then determines whether to grant that 
relief based on such factors as “the seriousness of the of­
fense, evidence of either rehabilitation or recidivism, the du­
ration of the alien’s residence, the impact of deportation on 
the family, the number of citizens in the family, and the char­
acter of any service in the Armed Forces.” St. Cyr, 533 
U. S., at 296, n. 5. 

By contrast, when the BIA is deciding whether to deport 
an alien, applying § 212(c) becomes a tricky business. Recall 
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that § 212(c) applies on its face only to exclusion decisions. 
So the question arises: How is the BIA to determine when an 
alien should receive § 212(c) relief in the deportation context? 

One approach that the BIA formerly used considered how 
the alien would fare in an exclusion proceeding. To perform 
this analysis, the Board would first determine whether the 
criminal conviction making the alien deportable fell within a 
statutory ground for exclusion. Almost all convictions did 
so, largely because the “crime involving moral turpitude” 
ground encompasses so many offenses.2 Assuming that 
threshold inquiry were met, the Board would mimic its ap­
proach in exclusion cases—first making sure the statutory 
ground at issue was not excepted from § 212(c) and then con­
ducting the multi-factor analysis. See Matter of Tanori, 15 
I. & N. Dec. 566, 567–568 (1976); In re Manzueta, No. A93 
022 672, 2003 WL 23269892 (BIA, Dec. 1, 2003). 

A second approach is the one challenged here; definitively 
adopted in 2005 (after decades of occasional use), it often is 
called the “comparable-grounds” rule. See, e. g., De la Rosa 
v. U. S. Attorney General, 579 F. 3d 1327, 1332 (CA11 2009). 
That approach evaluates whether the ground for deportation 
charged in a case has a close analogue in the statute’s list of 
exclusion grounds. See In re Blake, 23 I. & N. Dec. 722, 728 
(2005); In re Brieva-Perez, 23 I. & N. Dec. 766, 772–773 
(2005).3 If the deportation ground consists of a set of crimes 
“substantially equivalent” to the set of offenses making up 
an exclusion ground, then the alien can seek § 212(c) relief. 
Blake, 23 I. & N. Dec., at 728. But if the deportation ground 

2 Firearms offenses are the most significant crimes falling outside the 
statutory grounds for exclusion. See Matter of Hernandez-Casillas, 20 
I. & N. Dec. 262, 282, n. 4 (1990). 

3 Blake and Brieva-Perez clarified a 2004 regulation issued by the BIA 
stating that an alien is ineligible for § 212(c) relief when deportable “on a 
ground which does not have a statutory counterpart in section 212.” 8 
CFR § 1212.3(f)(5) (2010). 
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charged covers significantly different or more or fewer of­
fenses than any exclusion ground, the alien is not eligible for 
a waiver. Such a divergence makes § 212(c) inapplicable 
even if the particular offense committed by the alien falls 
within an exclusion ground. 

Two contrasting examples from the BIA’s cases may help 
to illustrate this approach. Take first an alien convicted of 
conspiring to distribute cocaine, whom DHS seeks to deport 
on the ground that he has committed an “aggravated felony” 
involving “illicit trafficking in a controlled substance.” 
8 U. S. C. §§ 1101(a)(43)(B), 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). Under the 
comparable-grounds rule, the immigration judge would look 
to see if that deportation ground covers substantially the 
same offenses as an exclusion ground. And according to the 
BIA in Matter of Meza, 20 I. & N. Dec. 257 (1991), the judge 
would find an adequate match—the exclusion ground appli­
cable to aliens who have committed offenses “relating to a 
controlled substance,” 8 U. S. C. §§ 1182(a)(2)(A)(i)(II) and 
(a)(2)(C). 

Now consider an alien convicted of first-degree sexual 
abuse of a child, whom DHS wishes to deport on the ground 
that he has committed an “aggravated felony” involving 
“sexual abuse of a minor.” §§ 1101(a)(43)(A), 1227(a)(2) 
(A)(iii). May this alien seek § 212(c) relief ? According 
to the BIA, he may not do so—not because his crime is 
too serious (that is irrelevant to the analysis), but instead 
because no statutory ground of exclusion covers substan­
tially the same offenses. To be sure, the alien’s own offense 
is a “crime involving moral turpitude,” 8 U. S. C. § 1182(a) 
(2)(A)(i)(I), and so fits within an exclusion ground. Indeed, 
that will be true of most or all offenses included in this de­
portation category. See supra, at 49. But on the BIA’s 
view, the “moral turpitude” exclusion ground “addresses a 
distinctly different and much broader category of offenses 
than the aggravated felony sexual abuse of a minor charge.” 
Blake, 23 I. & N. Dec., at 728. And the much greater sweep 
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of the exclusion ground prevents the alien from seeking dis­
cretionary relief from deportation.4 

Those mathematically inclined might think of the 
comparable-grounds approach as employing Venn diagrams. 
Within one circle are all the criminal offenses composing the 
particular ground of deportation charged. Within other cir­
cles are the offenses composing the various exclusion grounds. 
When, but only when, the “deportation circle” sufficiently 
corresponds to one of the “exclusion circles” may an alien 
apply for § 212(c) relief. 

B 

Petitioner Joel Judulang is a native of the Philippines who 
entered the United States in 1974 at the age of eight. Since 
that time, he has lived continuously in this country as a law­
ful permanent resident. In 1988, Judulang took part in a 
fight in which another person shot and killed someone. Ju­
dulang was charged as an accessory and eventually pleaded 
guilty to voluntary manslaughter. He received a 6-year sus­
pended sentence and was released on probation immediately 
after his plea. 

In 2005, after Judulang pleaded guilty to another criminal 
offense (this one involving theft), DHS commenced an action 
to deport him. DHS charged Judulang with having com­
mitted an “aggravated felony” involving “a crime of vio­
lence,” based on his old manslaughter conviction. 8 U. S. C. 
§§ 1101(a)(43)(F), 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii).5 The Immigration Judge 

4 Careful readers may note that the example involving controlled sub­
stances offered in the last paragraph also involves an exclusion ground 
that sweeps more broadly than the deportation ground charged. The de­
portation ground requires “trafficking” in a controlled substance, whereas 
the exclusion ground includes all possession offenses as well. The BIA 
nonetheless held in Meza that the degree of overlap between the two 
grounds was sufficient to make the alien eligible for § 212(c) relief. That 
holding reveals the broad discretion that the BIA currently exercises in 
deciding when two statutory grounds are comparable enough. 

5 DHS also charged two other grounds for deportation, but the BIA did 
not rule on those grounds and they are not before us. 
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ordered Judulang’s deportation, and the BIA affirmed. As 
part of its decision, the BIA considered whether Judulang 
could apply for § 212(c) relief. It held that he could not do 
so because the “crime of violence” deportation ground is not 
comparable to any exclusion ground, including the one for 
crimes involving moral turpitude. App. to Pet. for Cert. 8a. 
The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit denied Judu­
lang’s petition for review in reliance on circuit precedent up­
holding the BIA’s comparable-grounds approach. Judulang 
v. Gonzales, 249 Fed. Appx. 499, 502 (2007) (citing Abebe v. 
Gonzales, 493 F. 3d 1092 (2007)). 

We granted certiorari, 563 U. S. 935 (2011), to resolve a 
circuit split on the approach’s validity.6 We now reverse. 

II 

This case requires us to decide whether the BIA’s policy 
for applying § 212(c) in deportation cases is “arbitrary [or] 
capricious” under the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 
5 U. S. C. § 706(2)(A).7 The scope of our review under this 

6 Compare Blake v. Carbone, 489 F. 3d 88, 103 (CA2 2007) (rejecting the 
BIA’s approach and holding instead that “[i]f the offense that renders [an 
alien] deportable would render a similarly situated [alien] excludable, the 
deportable [alien] is eligible for a waiver of deportation”), with Koussan 
v. Holder, 556 F. 3d 403, 412–414 (CA6 2009) (upholding the comparable-
grounds policy); Caroleo v. Gonzales, 476 F. 3d 158, 162–163, 168 (CA3 
2007) (same); Kim v. Gonzales, 468 F. 3d 58, 62–63 (CA1 2006) (same). 

7 The Government urges us instead to analyze this case under the second 
step of the test we announced in Chevron U. S. A. Inc. v. Natural Re­
sources Defense Council, Inc., 467 U. S. 837 (1984), to govern judicial re­
view of an agency’s statutory interpretations. See Brief for Respondent 
19. Were we to do so, our analysis would be the same, because under 
Chevron step two, we ask whether an agency interpretation is “ ‘arbitrary 
or capricious in substance.’ ” Mayo Foundation for Medical Ed. and Re­
search v. United States, 562 U. S. 44, 53 (2011) (quoting Household 
Credit Services, Inc. v. Pfennig, 541 U. S. 232, 242 (2004)). But we think 
the more apt analytic framework in this case is standard “arbitrary [or] 
capricious” review under the APA. The BIA’s comparable-grounds policy, 
as articulated in In re Blake, 23 I. & N. Dec. 722 (2005), and In re Brieva­
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standard is “narrow”; as we have often recognized, “a court 
is not to substitute its judgment for that of the agency.” 
Motor Vehicle Mfrs. Assn. of United States, Inc. v. State 
Farm Mut. Automobile Ins. Co., 463 U. S. 29, 43 (1983); see 
Citizens to Preserve Overton Park, Inc. v. Volpe, 401 U. S. 
402, 416 (1971). Agencies, the BIA among them, have ex­
pertise and experience in administering their statutes that 
no court can properly ignore. But courts retain a role, and 
an important one, in ensuring that agencies have engaged in 
reasoned decisionmaking. When reviewing an agency ac­
tion, we must assess, among other matters, “ ‘whether the 
decision was based on a consideration of the relevant factors 
and whether there has been a clear error of judgment.’ ” 
State Farm, 463 U. S., at 43 (quoting Bowman Transp., Inc. 
v. Arkansas-Best Freight System, Inc., 419 U. S. 281, 285 
(1974)). That task involves examining the reasons for 
agency decisions—or, as the case may be, the absence of such 
reasons. See FCC v. Fox Television Stations, Inc., 556 U. S. 
502, 515 (2009) (noting “the requirement that an agency pro­
vide reasoned explanation for its action”). 

The BIA has flunked that test here. By hinging a deport-
able alien’s eligibility for discretionary relief on the chance 
correspondence between statutory categories—a matter 
irrelevant to the alien’s fitness to reside in this country— 
the BIA has failed to exercise its discretion in a reasoned 
manner. 

A 

The parties here spend much time disputing whether the 
BIA must make discretionary relief available to deportable 
and excludable aliens on identical terms. As this case illus­
trates, the comparable-grounds approach does not do so. If 
Judulang were seeking entry to this country, he would be 

Perez, 23 I. & N. Dec. 766 (2005), is not an interpretation of any statutory 
language—nor could it be, given that § 212(c) does not mention deportation 
cases, see infra, at 60–61, and n. 11. 
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eligible for § 212(c) relief; voluntary manslaughter is “a crime 
involving moral turpitude,” and so his conviction falls within 
an exclusion ground. But Judulang cannot apply for relief 
from deportation because the “crime of violence” ground 
charged in his case does not match any exclusion ground 
(including the one for “turpitudinous” crimes). See infra, 
at 57. Judulang argues that this disparity is impermissible 
because any disparity between excludable and deportable 
aliens is impermissible: If an alien may seek § 212(c) relief in 
an exclusion case, he also must be able to seek such relief in 
a deportation case. See Brief for Petitioner 47–51.8 But 
the Government notes that the immigration laws have al­
ways drawn distinctions between exclusion and deportation. 
See Brief for Respondent 51. And the Government presses 
a policy reason for making § 212(c) relief more readily avail­
able in exclusion cases. Doing so, it argues, will provide an 
incentive for some resident aliens (i. e., those eligible for 
a waiver from exclusion, but not deportation) to report 
themselves to immigration officials, by applying for advance 
permission to exit and reenter the country. In contrast, 
applying § 212(c) uniformly might lead all aliens to “try to 

8 Judulang also argues that the BIA is making an impermissible distinc­
tion between two groups of deportable aliens—those who have recently 
left and returned to the country and those who have not. According to 
Judulang, the BIA is treating the former as if they were seeking admis­
sion, while applying the “comparable grounds” approach only to the latter. 
See Reply Brief for Petitioner 16–18. That is the kind of distinction the 
Second Circuit held in Francis v. INS, 532 F. 2d 268 (1976), violated equal 
protection. See supra, at 47. But the Government contends that it is 
drawing no such line—that it is applying the comparable-grounds policy 
to all deportable aliens. Brief for Respondent 29. We think the available 
evidence tends to support the Government’s representation. See In re 
Meza-Castillo, No. A091 366 529, 2009 WL 455596 (BIA, Feb. 9, 2009) 
(applying comparable-grounds analysis to a deportable alien who had left 
and returned to the country); In re Valenzuela-Morales, No. A40 443 512, 
2008 WL 2079382 (BIA, Apr. 23, 2008) (same). But in light of our holding 
that the comparable-grounds approach is arbitrary and capricious, we need 
not resolve this dispute about the BIA’s practice. 
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evade immigration officials for as long as possible,” because 
they could in any event “seek [discretionary] relief if caught.” 
Id., at 52. 

In the end, we think this dispute beside the point, and we 
do not resolve it. The BIA may well have legitimate rea­
sons for limiting § 212(c)’s scope in deportation cases. But 
still, it must do so in some rational way. If the BIA pro­
posed to narrow the class of deportable aliens eligible to seek 
§ 212(c) relief by flipping a coin—heads an alien may apply 
for relief, tails he may not—we would reverse the policy in 
an instant. That is because agency action must be based on 
non-arbitrary, “ ‘relevant factors,’ ” State Farm, 463 U. S., at 
43 (quoting Bowman Transp., 419 U. S., at 285), which here 
means that the BIA’s approach must be tied, even if loosely, 
to the purposes of the immigration laws or the appropriate 
operation of the immigration system. A method for disfa­
voring deportable aliens that bears no relation to these 
matters—that neither focuses on nor relates to an alien’s fit­
ness to remain in the country—is arbitrary and capricious. 
And that is true regardless whether the BIA might have 
acted to limit the class of deportable aliens eligible for 
§ 212(c) relief on other, more rational bases. 

The problem with the comparable-grounds policy is that it 
does not impose such a reasonable limitation. Rather than 
considering factors that might be thought germane to the 
deportation decision, that policy hinges § 212(c) eligibility on 
an irrelevant comparison between statutory provisions. Re­
call that the BIA asks whether the set of offenses in a partic­
ular deportation ground lines up with the set in an exclusion 
ground. But so what if it does? Does an alien charged 
with a particular deportation ground become more worthy 
of relief because that ground happens to match up with an­
other? Or less worthy of relief because the ground does 
not? The comparison in no way changes the alien’s prior 
offense or his other attributes and circumstances. So it 
is difficult to see why that comparison should matter. Each 
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of these statutory grounds contains a slew of offenses. 
Whether each contains the same slew has nothing to do with 
whether a deportable alien whose prior conviction falls 
within both grounds merits the ability to seek a waiver.9 

This case well illustrates the point. In commencing Judu­
lang’s deportation proceeding, the Government charged him 
with an “aggravated felony” involving a “crime of violence” 
based on his prior manslaughter conviction. See App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 11a–12a. That made him ineligible for § 212(c) 
relief because the “crime of violence” deportation ground 
does not sufficiently overlap with the most similar exclusion 
ground, for “crime[s] involving moral turpitude.” The prob­
lem, according to the BIA, is that the “crime of violence” 
ground includes a few offenses—simple assault, minor bur­
glary, and unauthorized use of a vehicle—that the “moral 
turpitude” ground does not. See Brieva-Perez, 23 I. & N. 
Dec., at 772–773; Tr. of Oral Arg. 28–29, 40–41. But this 
statutory difference in no way relates to Judulang—or to 
most other aliens charged with committing a “crime of vio­
lence.” Perhaps aliens like Judulang should be eligible for 
§ 212(c) relief, or perhaps they should not. But that deter­
mination is not sensibly made by establishing that simple 
assaults and minor burglaries fall outside a ground for exclu­
sion. That fact is as extraneous to the merits of the case as 
a coin flip would be. It makes Judulang no less deserving 
of the opportunity to seek discretionary relief—just as its 
converse (the inclusion of simple assaults and burglaries in 
the “moral turpitude” exclusion ground) would make him no 
more so. 

9 The case would be different if Congress had intended for § 212(c) relief 
to depend on the interaction of exclusion grounds and deportation 
grounds. But the Government has presented us with no evidence to this 
effect, nor have we found any. See Blake, 489 F. 3d, at 102 (Congress 
never contemplated, in drafting the immigration laws, “that its grounds 
of deportation would have any connection with the grounds of exclusion” 
in the application of § 212(c)); see also infra, at 60–61. 
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Or consider a different headscratching oddity of the 
comparable-grounds approach—that it may deny § 212(c) eli­
gibility to aliens whose deportation ground fits entirely in­
side an exclusion ground. The BIA’s Blake decision, noted 
earlier, provides an example. See supra, at 50. The depor­
tation ground charged was “aggravated felony” involving 
“sexual abuse of a minor”; the closest exclusion ground was, 
once again, a “crime [of] moral turpitude.” 23 I. & N. Dec., 
at 727. Here, the BIA’s problem was not that the deporta­
tion ground covered too many offenses; all or virtually all the 
crimes within that ground also are crimes of moral turpitude. 
Rather, the BIA objected that the deportation ground cov­
ered too few crimes—or put oppositely, that “the moral tur­
pitude ground of exclusion addresses a . . . much broader 
category of offenses.” Id., at 728. But providing relief in 
exclusion cases to a broad class of aliens hardly justifies de­
nying relief in deportation cases to a subset of that group.10 

(The better argument would surely be the reverse—that giv­
ing relief in the one context supports doing so in the other.) 
Again, we do not say today that the BIA must give all de­
portable aliens meeting § 212(c)’s requirements the chance to 
apply for a waiver. See supra, at 55–56. The point is in­
stead that the BIA cannot make that opportunity turn on 
the meaningless matching of statutory grounds. 

And underneath this layer of arbitrariness lies yet an­
other, because the outcome of the Board’s comparable-
grounds analysis itself may rest on the happenstance of 
an immigration official’s charging decision. This problem 
arises because an alien’s prior conviction may fall within a 
number of deportation grounds, only one of which corres­
ponds to an exclusion ground. Consider, for example, an 
alien who entered the country in 1984 and committed volun­

10 Perhaps that is why the BIA declined to apply similar reasoning in 
Meza—a case also involving an exclusion ground that sweeps more broadly 
than a deportation ground (although not to the same extent as in Blake). 
See supra, at 50. 
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tary manslaughter in 1988. That person could be charged 
(as Judulang was) with an “aggravated felony” involving a 
“crime of violence,” see 8 U. S. C. §§ 1101(a)(43)(F), 1227(a) 
(2)(A)(iii). If so, the alien could not seek a waiver because 
of the absence of a comparable exclusion ground. But the 
alien also could be charged with “a crime involving moral 
turpitude committed within five years . . . after the date of 
admission,” see § 1227(a)(2)(A)(i)(I). And if that were the 
deportation charge, the alien could apply for relief, because 
the ground corresponds to the “moral turpitude” ground 
used in exclusion cases. See In re Salmon, 16 I. & N. Dec. 
734 (1978). So everything hangs on the charge. And the 
Government has provided no reason to think that immigra­
tion officials must adhere to any set scheme in deciding what 
charges to bring, or that those officials are exercising their 
charging discretion with § 212(c) in mind. See Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 34–36. So at base everything hangs on the fortuity of 
an individual official’s decision. An alien appearing before 
one official may suffer deportation; an identically situated 
alien appearing before another may gain the right to stay in 
this country. 

In a foundational deportation case, this Court recognized 
the high stakes for an alien who has long resided in this 
country, and reversed an agency decision that would “make 
his right to remain here dependent on circumstances so for­
tuitous and capricious.” Delgadillo v. Carmichael, 332 U. S. 
388, 391 (1947). We think the policy before us similarly 
flawed. The comparable-grounds approach does not rest on 
any factors relevant to whether an alien (or any group of 
aliens) should be deported. It instead distinguishes among 
aliens—decides who should be eligible for discretionary re­
lief and who should not—solely by comparing the metes and 
bounds of diverse statutory categories into which an alien 
falls. The resulting Venn diagrams have no connection to 
the goals of the deportation process or the rational operation 
of the immigration laws. Judge Learned Hand wrote in 
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another early immigration case that deportation decisions 
cannot be made a “sport of chance.” See Di Pasquale v. 
Karnuth, 158 F. 2d 878, 879 (CA2 1947) (quoted in Rosenberg 
v. Fleuti, 374 U. S. 449, 455 (1963)). That is what the 
comparable-grounds rule brings about, and that is what the 
APA’s “arbitrary and capricious” standard is designed to 
thwart. 

B 

The Government makes three arguments in defense of the 
comparable-grounds rule—the first based on statutory text, 
the next on history, the last on cost. We find none of them 
persuasive. 

1 

The Government initially contends that the comparable-
grounds approach is more faithful to “the statute’s lan­
guage,” Brief for Respondent 21—or otherwise said, that 
“lifting that limit ‘would take immigration practice even fur­
ther from the statutory text,’ ” id., at 22 (quoting Matter of 
Hernandez-Casillas, 20 I. & N. Dec. 262, 287 (1990)). In the 
Government’s view, § 212(c) is “phrased in terms of waiving 
statutorily specified grounds of exclusion”; that phrasing, 
says the Government, counsels a comparative analysis of 
grounds when applying § 212(c) in the deportation context. 
Brief for Respondent 21; see Tr. of Oral Arg. 34 (“[T]he rea­
son [the comparable-grounds approach] makes sense is be­
cause the statute only provides for relief from grounds of 
. . . exclusion”). 

The first difficulty with this argument is that it is based 
on an inaccurate description of the statute. Section 212(c) 
instructs that certain resident aliens “may be admitted 
in the discretion of the Attorney General” notwithstanding 
any of “the provisions of subsection (a) . . . (other than 
paragraphs (3) and (9)(C)).” 8 U. S. C. § 1182(c) (1994 ed.). 
Subsection (a) contains the full list of exclusion grounds; 
paragraphs (3) and (9)(C) (which deal with national security 
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and international child abduction) are two among these. 
What § 212(c) actually says, then, is that the Attorney Gen­
eral may admit any excludable alien, except if the alien is 
charged with two specified grounds. And that means that 
once the Attorney General determines that the alien is not 
being excluded for those two reasons, the ground of exclusion 
no longer matters. At that point, the alien is eligible for 
relief, and the thing the Attorney General waives is not a 
particular exclusion ground, but the simple denial of entry. 
So the premise of the Government’s argument is wrong. And 
if the premise, so too the conclusion—that is, because § 212(c)’s 
text is not “phrased in terms of waiving statutorily specified 
grounds of exclusion,” Brief for Respondent 21, it cannot 
counsel a search for corresponding grounds of deportation. 

More fundamentally, the comparable-grounds approach 
would not follow from § 212(c) even were the Government 
right about the section’s phrasing. That is because § 212(c) 
simply has nothing to do with deportation: The provision was 
not meant to interact with the statutory grounds for de­
portation, any more than those grounds were designed to 
interact with the provision. Rather, § 212(c) refers solely to 
exclusion decisions; its extension to deportation cases arose 
from the agency’s extra-textual view that some similar relief 
should be available in that context to avoid unreasonable dis­
tinctions. Cf., e. g., Matter of L-, 1 I. & N. Dec., at 5; see also 
supra, at 47.11 Accordingly, the text of § 212(c), whether or 

11 Congress amended § 212(c), just five months before repealing it, to 
include a first-time reference to deportation cases. That amendment pro­
hibited the Attorney General from granting discretionary relief to aliens 
deportable on several specified grounds. See Antiterrorism and Effective 
Death Penalty Act of 1996, 110 Stat. 1277 (effective Apr. 24, 1996). The 
change does not affect our analysis, nor does the Government argue it 
should. As the Government notes, the amendment “did not speak to the 
viability of the Board’s” comparable-grounds rule, but instead made cate­
gorically ineligible for § 212(c) relief “those deportable by reason of certain 
crimes.” Brief for Respondent 20. Presumably, Congress thought those 
crimes particularly incompatible with an alien’s continued residence in 
this country. 
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not phrased in terms of “waiving grounds of exclusion,” can­
not support the BIA’s use of the comparable-grounds rule— 
or, for that matter, any other method for extending discre­
tionary relief to deportation cases. We well understand the 
difficulties of operating in such a text-free zone; indeed, we 
appreciate the Government’s yearning for a textual anchor. 
But § 212(c), no matter how many times read or parsed, does 
not provide one. 

2 

In disputing Judulang’s contentions, the Government also 
emphasizes the comparable-grounds rule’s vintage. See 
Brief for Respondent 22–23, 30–43. As an initial matter, we 
think this a slender reed to support a significant government 
policy. Arbitrary agency action becomes no less so by sim­
ple dint of repetition. (To use a prior analogy, flipping coins 
to determine § 212(c) eligibility would remain as arbitrary 
on the thousandth try as on the first.) And longstanding 
capriciousness receives no special exemption from the APA. 
In any event, we cannot detect the consistency that the BIA 
claims has marked its approach to this issue. To the con­
trary, the BIA has repeatedly vacillated in its method for 
applying § 212(c) to deportable aliens. 

Prior to 1984, the BIA endorsed a variety of approaches. 
In Matter of T, 5 I. & N. Dec. 389, 390 (1953), for example, 
the BIA held that an alien was not eligible for § 212(c) re­
lief because her “ground of deportation” did not appear 
in the exclusion statute. That decision anticipated the 
comparable-grounds approach that the BIA today uses. But 
in Tanori, the BIA pronounced that a deportable alien could 
apply for a waiver because “the same facts”—in that case, 
a marijuana conviction—would have allowed him to seek 
§ 212(c) relief in an exclusion proceeding. 15 I. & N. Dec., at 
568. That approach is more nearly similar to the one Judu­
lang urges here. And then, in Matter of Granados, 16 I. & 
N. Dec. 726, 728 (1979), the BIA tried to have it both ways: It 
denied § 212(c) eligibility both because the deportation ground 
charged did not correspond to, and because the alien’s prior 
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conviction did not fall within, a waivable ground of exclusion. 
In short, the BIA’s cases were all over the map. 

The Government insists that the BIA imposed order in 
Matter of Wadud, 19 I. & N. Dec. 182, 185–186 (1984), when 
it held that a deportable alien could not seek § 212(c) relief 
unless the deportation ground charged had an “analogous 
ground of inadmissibility.” See Brief for Respondent 40–41. 
But the BIA’s settlement, if any, was fleeting. Just seven 
years later, the BIA adopted a new policy entirely, extending 
§ 212(c) eligibility to “aliens deportable under any ground of 
deportability except those where there is a comparable 
ground of exclusion which has been specifically excepted 
from section 212(c).” Hernandez-Casillas, 20 I. & N. Dec., 
at 266. That new rule turned the comparable-grounds ap­
proach inside-out, allowing aliens to seek § 212(c) relief in 
deportation cases except when the ground charged corres­
ponded to an exclusion ground that could not be waived. To 
be sure, the Attorney General (on referral of the case from 
the BIA), disavowed this position in favor of the more stand­
ard version of the comparable-grounds rule. Id., at 287. 
But even while doing so, the Attorney General stated that 
“an alien subject to deportation must have the same opportu­
nity to seek discretionary relief as an alien . . . subject to 
exclusion.” Ibid. That assertion is exactly the one Judu­
lang makes in this case; it is consonant not with the 
comparable-grounds rule the BIA here defends, but instead 
with an inquiry into whether an alien’s prior conviction falls 
within an exclusion ground. 

Given these mixed signals, it is perhaps not surprising that 
the BIA continued to alternate between approaches in the 
years that followed. Immediately after the Attorney Gen­
eral’s opinion in Hernandez-Casillas, the BIA endorsed the 
comparable-grounds approach on several occasions. See 
Meza, 20 I. & N. Dec., at 259; Matter of Montenegro, 20 
I. & N. Dec. 603, 604–605 (1992); Matter of Gabryelsky, 20 
I. & N. Dec. 750, 753–754 (1993); In re Esposito, 21 I. & N. 
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Dec. 1, 6–7 (1995); In re Jimenez-Santillano, 21 I. & N. Dec. 
567, 571–572 (1996). But just a few years later, the BIA 
issued a series of unpublished opinions that asked only 
whether a deportable alien’s prior conviction fell within an 
exclusion ground. See, e. g., In re Manzueta, No. A93 022 
672, 2003 WL 23269892 (Dec. 1, 2003). Not until the BIA’s 
decisions in Blake and Brieva-Perez did the pendulum stop 
swinging. That history hardly supports the Government’s 
view of a consistent agency practice.12 

3 

The Government finally argues that the comparable-
grounds rule saves time and money. The Government 
claims that comparing deportation grounds to exclusion 
grounds can be accomplished in just a few “precedential deci­
sion[s],” which then can govern broad swaths of cases. See 
Brief for Respondent 46. By contrast, the Government ar­
gues, Judulang’s approach would force it to determine 
whether each and every crime of conviction falls within an 
exclusion ground. Further, the Government contends that 
Judulang’s approach would grant eligibility to a greater 
number of deportable aliens, which in turn would force the 
Government to make additional individualized assessments 
of whether to actually grant relief. Id., at 47. 

Once again, the Government’s rationale comes up short. 
Cost is an important factor for agencies to consider in many 

12 Because we find the BIA’s prior practice so unsettled, we likewise 
reject Judulang’s argument that Blake and Brieva-Perez were impermis­
sibly retroactive. To succeed on that theory, Judulang would have to 
show, at a minimum, that in entering his guilty plea, he had reasonably 
relied on a legal rule from which Blake and Brieva-Perez departed. See 
Landgraf v. USI Film Products, 511 U. S. 244, 270 (1994) (stating that 
retroactivity analysis focuses on “considerations of fair notice, reasonable 
reliance, and settled expectations”). The instability of the BIA’s prior 
practice prevents Judulang from making this showing: The BIA some­
times recognized aliens in Judulang’s position as eligible for § 212(c) relief, 
but sometimes did not. 
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contexts. But cheapness alone cannot save an arbitrary 
agency policy. (If it could, flipping coins would be a valid 
way to determine an alien’s eligibility for a waiver.) And in 
any event, we suspect the Government exaggerates the cost 
savings associated with the comparable-grounds rule. Judu­
lang’s proposed approach asks immigration officials only to 
do what they have done for years in exclusion cases; that 
means, for one thing, that officials can make use of substan­
tial existing precedent governing whether a crime falls 
within a ground of exclusion. And Judulang’s proposal may 
not be the only alternative to the comparable-grounds rule. 
See supra, at 55–56. In rejecting that rule, we do not pre­
clude the BIA from trying to devise another, equally econom­
ical policy respecting eligibility for § 212(c) relief, so long as 
it comports with everything held in both this decision and 
St. Cyr. 

III 

We must reverse an agency policy when we cannot discern 
a reason for it. That is the trouble in this case. The BIA’s 
comparable-grounds rule is unmoored from the purposes and 
concerns of the immigration laws. It allows an irrelevant 
comparison between statutory provisions to govern a matter 
of the utmost importance—whether lawful resident aliens 
with longstanding ties to this country may stay here. And 
contrary to the Government’s protestations, it is not sup­
ported by text or practice or cost considerations. The BIA’s 
approach therefore cannot pass muster under ordinary prin­
ciples of administrative law. 

The judgment of the Ninth Circuit is hereby reversed, and 
the case is remanded for further proceedings consistent with 
this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
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HARDY, WARDEN v. CROSS 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the united 
states court of appeals for the seventh circuit 

No. 11–74. Decided December 12, 2011 

After a mistrial, Illinois decided to retry respondent Cross for several 
counts of sexual assault, but the victim, who had testified at respond­
ent’s first trial despite her extreme fear, could not be located. The 
State thus sought to introduce the victim’s prior testimony and detailed 
its numerous attempts to locate her. Concluding that the State had 
exercised due diligence, the trial court allowed the witness’ prior testi­
mony to be read to the jury. Respondent was convicted on several 
counts, and the Illinois Appellate Court affirmed. After the State Su­
preme Court denied review, respondent petitioned for habeas relief in 
Federal District Court, arguing, inter alia, that the state court had 
unreasonably applied this Court’s clearly established Confrontation 
Clause precedents. The District Court denied the petition, but the Sev­
enth Circuit reversed, holding that the state appeals court unreasonably 
held that the State had made a sufficient effort to secure the victim’s 
presence at the retrial, when the State in fact failed to make certain 
inquiries or to serve the victim with a subpoena in light of her fear 
about testifying. 

Held: The Seventh Circuit departed from the “ ‘highly deferential standard 
for evaluating state-court rulings,’ ” Felkner v. Jackson, 562 U. S. 594, 
598, imposed by the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 
1996. The Sixth Amendment’s Confrontation Clause requires the 
prosecution to make a good-faith effort to obtain a witness’ presence at 
trial before that witness’ prior testimony may be admitted, Barber v. 
Page, 390 U. S. 719, 724–725, and “ ‘[t]he lengths to which the prosecution 
must go . . . is a question of reasonableness,’ ” Ohio v. Roberts, 448 U. S. 
56, 74. Here, the Illinois Appellate Court identified the correct Sixth 
Amendment standard and applied it in a reasonable manner. This 
Court has never held that the prosecution must have issued a subpoena 
if it wishes to prove that a witness who goes into hiding is unavailable 
for Confrontation Clause purposes. Nor does the Sixth Amendment 
require the prosecution to exhaust every avenue of inquiry, no matter 
how unpromising, to locate a missing witness. 

Certiorari granted; 632 F. 3d 356, reversed. 
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The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 
1996 (AEDPA), 28 U. S. C. § 2254, “imposes a highly deferen­
tial standard for evaluating state-court rulings and demands 
that state-court decisions be given the benefit of the doubt.” 
Felkner v. Jackson, 562 U. S. 594, 598 (2011) (per curiam) 
(internal quotation marks omitted). In this case, the Court 
of Appeals departed from this standard, and we therefore 
grant certiorari and reverse. 

Irving Cross was tried for kidnaping and sexually assault­
ing A. S. at knifepoint. Cross claimed that A. S. had con­
sented to sex in exchange for money and drugs. Despite 
her avowed fear of taking the stand, A. S. testified as the 
State’s primary witness at Cross’ trial in November 1999 and 
was cross-examined by Cross’ attorney. According to the 
trial judge, A. S.’s testimony was halting. The jury found 
Cross not guilty of kidnaping but was unable to reach a ver­
dict on the sexual assault charges, and the trial judge de­
clared a mistrial. The State decided to retry Cross on those 
counts, and the retrial was scheduled for March 29, 2000. 

On March 20, 2000, the prosecutor informed the trial judge 
that A. S. could not be located. A week later, on March 28, 
the State moved to have A. S. declared unavailable and to 
introduce her prior testimony at the second trial. 

The State represented that A. S. had said after the first 
trial that she was willing to testify at the retrial. The State 
said that it had remained in “constant contact” with A. S. 
and her mother and that “[e]very indication” had been that 
A. S., “though extremely frightened, would be willing to 
again come to court and testify.” Record, Exh. J, p. 111 
(hereinafter Exh. J). On March 3, however, A. S.’s mother 
and brother told the State’s investigator that they did not 
know where she was, and A. S.’s mother reported that A. S. 
was “very fearful and very concerned” about testifying 
again. Record, Exh. K, p. E–9 (hereinafter Exh. K); id., 
at E–14. On March 9 or 10, the investigator interviewed 
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A. S.’s father, who also had “no idea where [A. S.] was.” Id., 
at E–12. The father’s only suggestion was to refer the in­
vestigator back to the mother. 

On March 10, the State learned from A. S.’s mother that 
A. S. had run away from home the day before and had not 
returned.* Exh. J, at 111. Thereafter, “efforts began by 
members of the Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office and 
by law enforcement personnel to locate” A. S. Id., at 112. 
The State averred that its efforts included the following: 

“Constant personal visits to the home of [A. S.] and her
 
mother, at all hours of the day and night. This is where
 
the victim has lived since the sexual assault occurred.
 
“Personal visits to the home of [A. S.’s] father. This is
 
where the victim lived when the sexual assault occurred.
 
“Personal conversations, in English and in Spanish, with
 
the victim’s mother, father, and other family members.
 
“Telephone calls, in English and in Spanish, to the vic­
tim’s mother, father, and other family members.
 
“Checks at the Office of the Medical Examiner of Cook
 
County.
 
“Checks at local hospitals.
 
“Checks at the Cook County Department of Corrections.
 
“Check at the victim’s school.
 
“Check with the family of an old boyfriend of the victim.
 
“Check with the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office.
 
“[Department of] Public [A]id check.” Id., at 112–113.
 

The State also inquired at the Department of Public 
Health, the morgue, the Cook County Jail, the Illinois De­

*The State’s motion does not mention the investigator’s March 3 visit 
with A. S.’s mother and brother, and the record in this case does not 
make entirely clear when A. S. disappeared and when the State’s attorney 
actually became aware of this fact. In any event, the parties do not dis­
pute the facts in this case regarding the State’s efforts to locate A. S. 
See App. to Pet. for Cert. 17a. 
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partment of Corrections, the Immigration Department, and 
the post office. See Exh. K, at E–14 to E–17, E–21; App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 18a. The State’s investigator was assisted in 
the search by a police detective and a victim’s advocate. 
The detective visited A. S.’s father’s home once and went 
to A. S.’s mother’s home—A. S.’s last-known residence—on 
numerous occasions, approximately once every three days, 
at different hours of the day and night. Exh. K, at E–27 to 
E–29, E–35. On one visit, A. S.’s mother told the victim’s 
advocate that A. S. could be staying with an ex-boyfriend in 
Waukegan, Illinois, 40 miles away. Id., at E–42 to E–43. 
The police detective visited the Waukegan address but was 
informed by the ex-boyfriend’s mother that she had not seen 
A. S. in several months and that A. S. was not staying with 
her or her son. Id., at E–33 to E–34. The efforts to find 
A. S. continued until March 28, the day of the hearing on the 
State’s motion. Id., at E–30. 

On a final visit to A. S.’s mother on the morning of March 
28, the mother informed the police detective that A. S. had 
called approximately two weeks earlier and had said that she 
did not want to testify and would not return to Chicago. 
See id., at E–30; 632 F. 3d 356, 359 (CA7 2011). A. S.’s 
mother told the detective that she still did not know where 
A. S. was or how to contact her.	 Exh. K, at E–30. 

The trial court granted the State’s motion and admitted 
A. S.’s earlier testimony. The trial court concluded that the 
State had “expended efforts that go way beyond due dili­
gence,” id., at E–65, and that A. S. “ha[d] made it impossible 
for anybody to find where she is . . . in spite of what I think 
are superhuman efforts to locate [her],” id., at E–67. At 
Cross’ retrial, a legal intern from the State’s attorney’s office 
read A. S.’s prior, cross-examined testimony to the jury. 
According to the opinion below, the clerk’s reading of the 
prior testimony did not include the long pauses that occurred 
at the first trial, and the clerk read the transcript with a 
slight inflection. See 632 F. 3d, at 359. The jury acquitted 
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Cross of aggravated sexual assault but found him guilty of 
two counts of criminal sexual assault. 

On appeal, the Illinois Appellate Court agreed that A. S. 
was unavailable because “[i]t is clear from her telephone con­
versation with her mother that she was not in the city” and 
“also evident that she was in hiding and did not want to be 
located.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 83a. The court found that 
the State had conducted a good-faith, diligent search to lo­
cate A. S., and that the trial court had properly allowed the 
introduction of A. S.’s cross-examined testimony from the 
first trial. The court, therefore, affirmed Cross’ convictions 
and sentence. The Supreme Court of Illinois denied Cross’ 
petition for leave to appeal, and we denied Cross’ petition 
for a writ of certiorari. 

Cross then filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus 
under 28 U. S. C. § 2254 in the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of Illinois. Cross argued, among 
other things, that the state court had unreasonably applied 
clearly established Supreme Court precedents holding that 
the Confrontation Clause of the Sixth Amendment precludes 
the admission of the prior testimony of an allegedly unavail­
able witness unless the prosecution made a good-faith effort 
to obtain the declarant’s presence at trial. The District 
Court denied Cross’ petition, but the Seventh Circuit re­
versed. According to the Seventh Circuit, the Illinois Ap­
pellate Court was unreasonable in holding that the State had 
made a sufficient effort to secure A. S.’s presence at the 
retrial. The Seventh Circuit stressed the importance of 
A. S.’s testimony and the manner of her testimony at the 
first trial. 

In Barber v. Page, 390 U. S. 719 (1968), we held that “a 
witness is not ‘unavailable’ for purposes of the . . . confronta­
tion requirement unless the prosecutorial authorities have 
made a good-faith effort to obtain his presence at trial.” Id., 
at 724–725. In Barber, we held that a witness had not been 
unavailable for Confrontation Clause purposes because the 
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State, which could have brought the witness to court by 
seeking a writ of habeas corpus ad testificandum, had “made 
absolutely no effort to obtain [his] presence . . . at trial” apart 
from determining that he was serving a sentence in a federal 
prison. Id., at 723; see also id., at 725. 

We again addressed the question of witness unavailability 
in Ohio v. Roberts, 448 U. S. 56 (1980). In that case, we held, 
the State had discharged its “duty of good-faith effort.” Id., 
at 75. We noted that the prosecutor had spoken to the wit­
ness’ mother, who reported that she had no knowledge of her 
daughter’s whereabouts and “knew of no way to reach [her] 
even in an emergency.” Ibid. We also noted that the State 
had served five subpoenas in the witness’ name to her par­
ents’ residence over a 4-month period prior to the trial. 
“ ‘The lengths to which the prosecution must go to produce 
a witness,’ ” the Court made clear, “ ‘is a question of reason­
ableness.’ ” Id., at 74 (quoting California v. Green, 399 U. S. 
149, 189, n. 22 (1970) (Harlan, J., concurring)). We acknowl­
edged that there were some additional steps that the prose­
cutor might have taken in an effort to find the witness, but 
we observed that “[o]ne, in hindsight, may always think 
of other things.” 448 U. S., at 75. But “the great improba­
bility that such efforts would have resulted in locating the 
witness, and would have led to her production at trial, neu­
tralizes any intimation that a concept of reasonableness re­
quired their execution.” Id., at 76. 

In the present case, the holding of the Illinois Appellate 
Court that the State conducted the requisite good-faith 
search for A. S. did not represent an unreasonable applica­
tion of our Confrontation Clause precedents. Whether or 
not the state court went too far in characterizing the prose­
cution’s efforts as “superhuman,” the state court identified 
the correct Sixth Amendment standard and applied it in a 
reasonable manner. 

The Seventh Circuit found that the State’s efforts were 
inadequate for three main reasons. First, the Seventh Cir­
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cuit faulted the State for failing to contact “A. S.’s current 
boyfriend—whom she was with just moments before the al­
leged assault—or any of her other friends in the Chicago 
area.” 632 F. 3d, at 362. But the record does not show 
that any of A. S.’s family members or any other persons 
interviewed by the State provided any reason to believe 
that any of these individuals had information about A. S.’s 
whereabouts. 

Second, the Seventh Circuit criticized the State because it 
did not make inquiries at the cosmetology school where A. S. 
had once been enrolled, ibid., but the court’s own opinion 
observed that the information about A. S.’s enrollment at the 
cosmetology school after the mistrial was not “noteworthy” 
or “particularly helpful,” ibid. Since A. S. had not attended 
the school for some time, Exh. K, at E–42, there is no reason 
to believe that anyone at the school had better information 
about A. S.’s location than did the members of her family. 

Finally, the Seventh Circuit found that the State’s efforts 
were insufficient because it had neglected to serve her with 
a subpoena after she expressed fear about testifying at the 
retrial. A. S., however, had expressed fear about testifying 
at the first trial but had nevertheless appeared in court and 
had taken the stand. The State represented that A. S., al­
though fearful, had agreed to testify at the retrial as well. 
632 F. 3d, at 362. We have never held that the prosecution 
must have issued a subpoena if it wishes to prove that a 
witness who goes into hiding is unavailable for Confrontation 
Clause purposes, and the issuance of a subpoena may do little 
good if a sexual assault witness is so fearful of an assailant 
that she is willing to risk his acquittal by failing to testify 
at trial. 

As we observed in Roberts, when a witness disappears be­
fore trial, it is always possible to think of additional steps 
that the prosecution might have taken to secure the witness’ 
presence, see 448 U. S., at 75, but the Sixth Amendment does 
not require the prosecution to exhaust every avenue of in­
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quiry, no matter how unpromising. And, more to the point, 
the deferential standard of review set out in 28 U. S. C. 
§ 2254(d) does not permit a federal court to overturn a state 
court’s decision on the question of unavailability merely be­
cause the federal court identifies additional steps that might 
have been taken. Under AEDPA, if the state-court decision 
was reasonable, it cannot be disturbed. 

The petition for a writ of certiorari and Cross’ motion to 
proceed in forma pauperis are granted, and the judgment 
of the Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit is 

Reversed. 
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SMITH v. CAIN, WARDEN 

certiorari to the criminal district court of 
louisiana, orleans parish 

No. 10–8145. Argued November 8, 2011—Decided January 10, 2012 

Petitioner Juan Smith was convicted of first-degree murder based on the 
testimony of a single eyewitness. During state postconviction relief 
proceedings, Smith obtained police files containing statements by the 
eyewitness contradicting his testimony. Smith argued that the prose­
cution’s failure to disclose those statements violated Brady v. Maryland, 
373 U. S. 83. Brady held that due process bars a State from withhold­
ing evidence that is favorable to the defense and material to the defend­
ant’s guilt or punishment. See id., at 87. The state trial court rejected 
Smith’s Brady claim, and the Louisiana Court of Appeal and Louisiana 
Supreme Court denied review. 

Held: Brady requires that Smith’s conviction be reversed. The State does 
not dispute that the eyewitness statements were favorable to Smith 
and that those statements were not disclosed to Smith. Under Brady, 
evidence is material if there is a “reasonable probability that, had the 
evidence been disclosed, the result of the proceeding would have been 
different.” Cone v. Bell, 556 U. S. 449, 469–470. A “reasonable proba­
bility” means that the likelihood of a different result is great enough to 
“undermine[ ] confidence in the outcome of the trial.” Kyles v. Whitley, 
514 U. S. 419, 434. Evidence impeaching eyewitness testimony may not 
be material if the State’s other evidence is strong enough to sustain 
confidence in the verdict. United States v. Agurs, 427 U. S. 97, 112– 
113, and n. 21. Here, however, the eyewitness testimony was the only 
evidence linking Smith to the crime, and the eyewitness undisclosed 
statements contradicted his testimony. The eyewitness statements 
were plainly material, and the State’s failure to disclose those state­
ments to the defense thus violated Brady. Pp. 75–77. 

Reversed and remanded. 

Roberts, C. J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Scalia, 
Kennedy, Ginsburg, Breyer, Alito, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., 
joined. Thomas, J., filed a dissenting opinion, post, p. 77. 

Kannon K. Shanmugam argued the cause for petitioner. 
With him on the briefs were David E. Kendall, Thomas H. 
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L. Selby, George W. Hicks, Jr., April R. Rieger, and Kath­
leen Kelly. 

Donna R. Andrieu argued the cause for respondent. 
With her on the brief was Graymond F. Martin.* 

Chief Justice Roberts delivered the opinion of the 
Court. 

The State of Louisiana charged petitioner Juan Smith with 
killing five people during an armed robbery. At Smith’s 
trial a single witness, Larry Boatner, linked Smith to the 
crime. Boatner testified that he was socializing at a friend’s 
house when Smith and two other gunmen entered the home, 
demanded money and drugs, and shortly thereafter began 
shooting, resulting in the death of five of Boatner’s friends. 
In court Boatner identified Smith as the first gunman to 
come through the door. He claimed that he had been face 
to face with Smith during the initial moments of the robbery. 
No other witnesses and no physical evidence implicated 
Smith in the crime. 

The jury convicted Smith of five counts of first-degree 
murder. The Louisiana Court of Appeal affirmed Smith’s 
conviction. State v. Smith, 797 So. 2d 193 (2001). The Lou­
isiana Supreme Court denied review, as did this Court. 
2001–2416 (La. 9/13/02), 824 So. 2d 1189; 537 U. S. 1201 (2003). 

Smith then sought postconviction relief in the state courts. 
As part of his effort, Smith obtained files from the police 
investigation of his case, including those of the lead investi­
gator, Detective John Ronquillo. Ronquillo’s notes contain 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the Innocence 
Network by David B. Hird, M. Jarrad Wright, and Keith A. Findley; for 
the National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers by Daryl Joseffer, 
Adam Conrad, and Jonathan D. Hacker; and for the Orleans Public De­
fenders Office by Mark C. Fleming and Annie L. Owens. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed for the American Bar Association by 
William T. Robinson III, Jenny M. Roberts, Pedro J. Martinez-Fraga, 
and Melissa L. Mackiewicz; and for the National District Attorneys Asso­
ciation by Albert C. Locher. 
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statements by Boatner that conflict with his testimony iden­
tifying Smith as a perpetrator. The notes from the night of 
the murder state that Boatner “could not . . . supply a de­
scription of the perpetrators other then [sic] they were black 
males.” App. 252–253. Ronquillo also made a handwritten 
account of a conversation he had with Boatner five days after 
the crime, in which Boatner said he “could not ID anyone 
because [he] couldn’t see faces” and “would not know them 
if [he] saw them.” Id., at 308. And Ronquillo’s typewritten 
report of that conversation states that Boatner told Ron­
quillo he “could not identify any of the perpetrators of the 
murder.” Id., at 259–260. 

Smith requested that his conviction be vacated, arguing, 
inter alia, that the prosecution’s failure to disclose Ronquil­
lo’s notes violated this Court’s decision in Brady v. Mary­
land, 373 U. S. 83 (1963). The state trial court rejected 
Smith’s Brady claim, and the Louisiana Court of Appeal and 
Louisiana Supreme Court denied review. We granted cer­
tiorari, 564 U. S. 1004 (2011), and now reverse. 

Under Brady, the State violates a defendant’s right to due 
process if it withholds evidence that is favorable to the de­
fense and material to the defendant’s guilt or punishment. 
See 373 U. S., at 87. The State does not dispute that Boat­
ner’s statements in Ronquillo’s notes were favorable to 
Smith and that those statements were not disclosed to him. 
The sole question before us is thus whether Boatner’s state­
ments were material to the determination of Smith’s guilt. 
We have explained that “evidence is ‘material’ within the 
meaning of Brady when there is a reasonable probability 
that, had the evidence been disclosed, the result of the pro­
ceeding would have been different.” Cone v. Bell, 556 U. S. 
449, 469–470 (2009). A reasonable probability does not 
mean that the defendant “would more likely than not have 
received a different verdict with the evidence,” only that the 
likelihood of a different result is great enough to “under­
mine[ ] confidence in the outcome of the trial.” Kyles v. 
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Whitley, 514 U. S. 419, 434 (1995) (internal quotation marks 
omitted). 

We have observed that evidence impeaching an eyewitness 
may not be material if the State’s other evidence is strong 
enough to sustain confidence in the verdict. See United 
States v. Agurs, 427 U. S. 97, 112–113, and n. 21 (1976). That 
is not the case here. Boatner’s testimony was the only 
evidence linking Smith to the crime. And Boatner’s un­
disclosed statements directly contradict his testimony: 
Boatner told the jury that he had “[n]o doubt” that Smith 
was the gunman he stood “face to face” with on the night of 
the crime, but Ronquillo’s notes show Boatner saying that 
he “could not ID anyone because [he] couldn’t see faces” and 
“would not know them if [he] saw them.” App. 196, 200, 308. 
Boatner’s undisclosed statements were plainly material. 

The State and the dissent advance various reasons why 
the jury might have discounted Boatner’s undisclosed state­
ments. They stress, for example, that Boatner made other 
remarks on the night of the murder indicating that he could 
identify the first gunman to enter the house, but not the 
others. That merely leaves us to speculate about which of 
Boatner’s contradictory declarations the jury would have 
believed. The State also contends that Boatner’s state­
ments made five days after the crime can be explained by 
fear of retaliation. Smith responds that the record contains 
no evidence of any such fear. Again, the State’s argument 
offers a reason that the jury could have disbelieved Boat­
ner’s undisclosed statements, but gives us no confidence that 
it would have done so. 

The police files that Smith obtained in state postconviction 
proceedings contain other evidence that Smith contends is 
both favorable to him and material to the verdict. Because 
we hold that Boatner’s undisclosed statements alone suffice 
to undermine confidence in Smith’s conviction, we have no 
need to consider his arguments that the other undisclosed 
evidence also requires reversal under Brady. 
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The judgment of the Orleans Parish Criminal District 
Court of Louisiana is reversed, and the case is remanded for 
further proceedings not inconsistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Thomas, dissenting. 
The Court holds that Juan Smith is entitled to a new 

murder trial because the State, in violation of Brady v. 
Maryland, 373 U. S. 83 (1963), did not disclose that the 
eyewitness who identified Smith at trial stated shortly after 
the murders that he could not identify any of the perpetra­
tors. I respectfully dissent. In my view, Smith has not 
shown a “reasonable probability” that the jury would have 
been persuaded by the undisclosed evidence. United States 
v. Bagley, 473 U. S. 667, 682 (1985) (opinion of Blackmun, J.). 
That materiality determination must be made “in the con­
text of the entire record,” United States v. Agurs, 427 U. S. 
97, 112 (1976), and “turns on the cumulative effect of all such 
evidence suppressed by the government,” Kyles v. Whitley, 
514 U. S. 419, 421 (1995). Applying these principles, I would 
affirm the judgment of the Louisiana trial court. 

I 

The evidence presented at trial showed the following facts. 
On March 1, 1995, Larry Boatner and several friends gath­
ered at Rebe Espadron’s home in New Orleans. Boatner 
and others were drinking and talking in the kitchen when 
Boatner heard the loud sound of a car without a muffler out­
side. As Boatner opened the kitchen’s outside door to inves­
tigate the noise, armed men pushed their way through the 
door, demanding drugs and money. Tr. 153–154 (Dec. 5, 
1995). The first man through the door put a gun in Boat­
ner’s face and pushed him backwards. Id., at 154–155. The 
men initially ordered Boatner and his friends to the floor, 
but then ordered Boatner to stand up. At that time, the 
man who had been the first one through the door placed his 
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gun under Boatner’s chin. Id., at 156–157. When Boatner 
asked what the men wanted him to do, the first man struck 
Boatner on the back of the head with his gun, knocking 
Boatner back to the ground. Id., at 157–158. 

After hearing the commotion, Espadron emerged from a 
back bedroom, where she had been when the men entered 
the house. As Espadron opened an inside door leading to 
the kitchen, a man with a “covering” over his mouth pointed 
his gun at her face and ordered her to the floor. Id., at 70– 
71. Disregarding his command, Espadron ran back toward 
the bedroom, at which point the intruders opened fire. Id., 
at 71–72, 159. 

When the shooting was over, four people lay dead. A fifth 
person, 17-year-old Shelita Russell, was mortally wounded 
and died later at the hospital. Of those originally gathered 
in the house, the only survivors were Boatner, who suffered 
a severe laceration to his head from the first man’s blow but 
was otherwise uninjured; Espadron, who escaped unharmed; 
and Reginald Harbor, who had remained in a back bedroom 
during the shooting. The police also found a man named 
Phillip Young at the scene. Young was alive but had suf­
fered a gunshot wound to the head. Because Boatner, Es­
padron, and Harbor had never seen Young before, the police 
surmised that Young had been one of the perpetrators.1 

New Orleans police officer Joseph Narcisse was a first re­
sponder to the scene of the shooting. He testified at trial 
that he encountered Boatner in the bathroom of Espadron’s 
home, where Boatner was attempting to care for the lacera­
tion to his head. According to Narcisse, “Mr. Boatner . . . 
had let inside the perpetrators and did see them.” Id., at 
21 (Dec. 4, 1995). Narcisse further explained that Boatner 
“had a description” of the person that he saw, the details of 
which Narcisse could not recall. Id., at 32. 

1 Young was indicted along with Smith for the murders, but he was 
deemed incompetent to stand trial due to the brain damage he suffered 
as a result of being shot. 1 Record 49. 
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Detective John Ronquillo, the lead investigator of the 
shootings, testified that Boatner had described the first man 
through the kitchen door as having a “short-type haircut,” 
“a lot of golds in his teeth,” and “brown-ski[n].” 2 Id., at 115 
(Dec. 5, 1995). Ronquillo further testified that Boatner 
could describe no other perpetrator, but that Boatner had 
viewed the first man twice: once when the man initially came 
through the door and again when Boatner was ordered to 
stand up and the man held a gun to his chin. Id., at 117–118. 

Ronquillo also testified that, during the four months 
following the shootings, Boatner viewed 14 six-person photo­
graph arrays of potential suspects—only one of which con­
tained a picture of Smith. Id., at 89–100. Three weeks 
after the crime, Ronquillo presented Boatner with one of the 
arrays that did not include a picture of Smith. Ronquillo 
recalled that Boatner noted that one man in the array had a 
“similar haircut” and “a similar expression on his face” as 
the “gentleman that came into the house initially with the 
gun that [Boatner] confronted,” but that Boatner “was posi­
tive this wasn’t the individual.” Id., at 97; see also 5 Record 
828. A few months later, Ronquillo presented Boatner with 
the array that included a photograph of Smith. Tr. 99–101 
(Dec. 5, 1995). Ronquillo testified that Boatner identified 
Smith “immediately,” stating, “ ‘This is it. I’ll never for­
get that face.’ ” Id., at 100. Of the 84 photographs that 
Boatner viewed, Smith’s photograph was the only one that 
Boatner identified. 

Boatner identified Smith again when he was called to the 
stand during Smith’s trial. Boatner testified that Smith’s 
face was the “[s]ame face,” id., at 174, and that Smith’s mouth 
was the “[s]ame mouth” “full of gold,” ibid., as that of the 

2 “Golds” are permanent or removable mouth jewelry, also referred to 
as “grills.” See Mouth Jewelry Wearers Love Gleam of the Grill, South 
Florida Sun-Sentinel, Feb. 4, 2007, p. 5, 2007 WLNR 2187080. See also 
A. Westbrook, Hip Hoptionary 59 (2002) (defining a “grill” as a “teeth 
cover, usually made of gold and diamonds”). 
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first man who came through the kitchen door on the night of 
the attack. Boatner also testified that Smith’s hair at trial 
was “shaved on the sides” as it was during the crime, but 
that “the top was a little bit lower” at the time of the mur­
ders. Id., at 165. Boatner explained that, during the at­
tack, he had focused on the first man through the door—who 
was unmasked—but that he “didn’t notice” the faces of any 
of the other assailants or whether they were masked. Id., 
at 154. On cross-examination, Boatner testified that he had 
described the first man’s build, haircut, and gold teeth jew­
elry to the police. Id., at 178. 

Based on this evidence, the jury convicted Smith of first-
degree murder. Following the conclusion of direct review, 
Smith petitioned the trial court for postconviction relief. 
Smith argued that the State had failed to disclose var­
ious police notes revealing favorable evidence material to 
Smith’s guilt. As relevant here, those items include pre­
trial statements by Boatner; statements by victim Shelita 
Russell and Espadron’s neighbor, Dale Mims; a pretrial 
statement by firearms examiner Kenneth Leary; statements 
by cosuspect Robert Trackling and Trackling’s fellow in­
mate, Eric Rogers; and a statement by cosuspect Phillip 
Young. After holding a 4-day evidentiary hearing, the post-
conviction judge—who had also presided over Smith’s 2-day 
trial—denied Smith’s Brady claims. 

Like the postconviction court below, I conclude that Smith 
is not entitled to a new trial under Brady. In my view, 
Smith has not established a reasonable probability that the 
cumulative effect of this evidence would have caused the jury 
to change its verdict. 

II 

A 

Smith first identifies two undisclosed statements by 
Boatner, which the Court concludes are “plainly material.” 
Ante, at 76. First, a note by Ronquillo, documenting a 
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conversation he had with Boatner at the scene, states that 
Boatner “could not . . . supply a description of the perpetra­
tors other th[a]n they were black males.” 5 Record 809. 
Second, a handwritten note by Ronquillo, documenting a 
phone conversation he had with Boatner on March 6, five 
days after the murders, states that “Boatner . . . could 
not ID anyone because couldn’t see faces . . . glanced at 1st 
one—saw man—through door—can’t tell if had—faces cov­
ered didn’t see anyone . . . Could not ID—would not know 
them if—I saw them.” 13 id., at 2515. Ronquillo’s typed 
summary of this note states that Boatner advised him that 
he “could not identify any perpetrators of the murder.” 5 
id., at 817. 

Smith is correct that these undisclosed statements could 
have been used to impeach Boatner and Ronquillo during 
cross-examination. But the statements are not material for 
purposes of Brady because they cannot “reasonably be taken 
to put the whole case in such a different light as to under­
mine confidence in the verdict.” Kyles, 514 U. S., at 435. 
When weighed against the substantial evidence that Boatner 
had opportunities to view the first perpetrator, offered con­
sistent descriptions of him on multiple occasions, and even 
identified him as Smith, the undisclosed statements do not 
warrant a new trial. 

The evidence showed that, notwithstanding Ronquillo’s on-
scene note, Boatner offered a description of the perpetrator 
at the scene. Officer Narcisse testified that Boatner pro­
vided him with a description of the perpetrator whom Boat­
ner saw. Narcisse’s testimony thus corroborated Boatner’s 
trial testimony that he saw the first man and described him 
to police.3 Narcisse’s testimony also mitigated the impeach­

3 In a pretrial hearing, Boatner testified that he “gave a description to 
the officer that came to the scene.” Tr. 24 (Oct. 27, 1995). Boatner re­
sponded negatively when asked whether this officer was Detective Ron­
quillo. Ibid. Boatner further testified that he told the officer that the 
first man through the door was “heavy built with his hair with a fade, 
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ment value of Ronquillo’s on-scene note by indicating that, 
although Boatner may have provided no detailed description 
to Ronquillo at the scene, Boatner had described the first 
man to another officer.4 

In any event, Ronquillo’s notes reflect that Boatner pro­
vided a description of the first perpetrator at the police sta­
tion only a few hours after the shootings occurred. Tr. 403 
(Jan. 22, 2009). Boatner was asked if he could “describe the 
subjects wh[o] shot the people in the house.” 5 Record 866. 
He responded: “I can tell you about one, the one who put the 
pistol in my face, he was a black male with a low cut, gold[s] 
in his mouth . . . about my complexion, brown skinned.” 
Ibid. When asked, “[Y]ou say you can’t describe any of the 
other shooters besides the one who put the gun in your face 
after you opened the door,” Boatner replied, “No, I can’t.” 
Ibid. In his brief, Smith cites this station house statement 
as an example of favorable, undisclosed evidence. But this 
statement actually corroborates Boatner’s trial testimony 
that he saw and described the first perpetrator to police and 
that he did not get a good look at the other assailants. 
Moreover, the description Boatner provided was consistent 
with Smith’s appearance. The Court completely ignores 
Boatner’s station house statement, but our cases instruct 
us to evaluate “the net effect of the evidence withheld by 
the State” in assessing materiality. See Kyles, supra, at 
421–422. 

with a little small top with a lot of gold teeth in his mouth.” Ibid. That 
testimony was consistent with the testimony that Boatner and Officer 
Narcisse gave at trial. 

4 Moreover, Boatner’s reticence toward Ronquillo at the scene of the 
crime was entirely understandable. As Ronquillo noted at the postconvic­
tion hearing, “there were dead bodies everywhere,” and Boatner was “a 
little shook up.” Id., at 402–403 (Jan. 22, 2009). Similarly, Narcisse testi­
fied at trial that Boatner, while “not as frantic” as Espadron, was a “bit 
emotional” when Narcisse encountered him at the scene. Id., at 34 (Dec. 
4, 1995). 
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The evidence not only shows that Boatner described the 
first perpetrator twice in the immediate aftermath of the 
crime, but also that Boatner described him again three 
weeks later when he viewed a photograph array and elimi­
nated a similar-looking individual. The evidence before the 
jury further indicated that, several months after the crime, 
Boatner confidently identified Smith in an array, after evinc­
ing a discriminating, careful eye over a 4-month investigative 
period. What is more, the reliability of Boatner’s out-of­
court identification was extensively tested during cross-
examination at Smith’s trial. In particular, Boatner was 
asked whether the fact that he saw Smith’s picture in a news­
paper article naming Smith as a suspect had tainted his iden­
tification. Boatner did not waver, responding, “I picked out 
the person I seen come in that house that held a gun to my 
head and under my chin and the person that was there when 
all my friends died.” Tr. 190 (Dec. 5, 1995). That Boatner 
credibly rejected defense counsel’s “suggestion” theory is 
supported by the fact that Boatner did not identify cosuspect 
Robert Trackling—whose photograph was included in a sep­
arate array shown to Boatner on the same day that Boatner 
identified Smith—even though Trackling’s picture was next 
to Smith’s in the same newspaper article. 5 Record 833, 835. 

When weighed against Boatner’s repeated and consistent 
descriptions and confident out-of-court and in-court identifi­
cations, Boatner’s March 6 statement is also immaterial. As 
an initial matter, Ronquillo’s note of his March 6 conversation 
with Boatner contains an internal contradiction that under­
cuts its impeachment value. Although the note states that 
Boatner “didn’t see anyone,” it also states that Boatner 
“glanced at 1st one—saw man—through door.” 13 id., at 
2515. The latter part is consistent with Boatner’s repeated 
statements that he only saw the first man through the door. 
Moreover, the jury would have evaluated any equivocation 
in Boatner’s statement in light of the fact that he made it a 
mere five days after a traumatic shooting, when the perpe­
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trators were still at large. The jury would have considered 
Boatner’s trial testimony that, following the murders of his 
friends, he began having nightmares, had difficulty sleeping, 
quit his job, and began drinking heavily—so much so that he 
checked into a hospital for substance abuse treatment and 
grief counseling. Tr. 162–163, 170–171, 182 (Dec. 5, 1995). 
Any impeachment value in the March 6 note would have 
been further mitigated by the fact that, as Ronquillo ex­
plained, “on the night of the incident [Boatner] said that he 
could [identify someone] and he gave a description that was 
very close to Mr. Smith’s description.” Id., at 401 (Jan. 22, 
2009). And, following his March 6 conversation with Ron­
quillo, Boatner viewed numerous photograph arrays, de­
scribed the first perpetrator, and ultimately identified him 
as Smith. 

Of course, had the jury been presented with Ronquillo’s 
notes of Boatner’s on-scene and March 6 statements, it might 
have believed that Boatner could not identify any of the per­
petrators, but a possibility of a different verdict is insuf­
ficient to establish a Brady violation. See Strickler v. 
Greene, 527 U. S. 263, 291 (1999); see also Agurs, 427 U. S., 
at 109–110 (“The mere possibility that an item of undisclosed 
information might have helped the defense, or might have 
affected the outcome of the trial, does not establish ‘materi­
ality’ in the constitutional sense”). Rather, a “petitioner’s 
burden is to establish a reasonable probability of a different 
result.” Strickler, supra, at 291. 

Instead of requiring Smith to show a reasonable probabil­
ity that Boatner’s undisclosed statements would have caused 
the jury to acquit, the Court improperly requires the State to 
show that the jury would have given Boatner’s undisclosed 
statements no weight. See ante, at 76 (“[T]he State’s argu­
ment offers a reason that the jury could have disbelieved 
Boatner’s undisclosed statements, but gives us no confidence 
that it would have done so”). But Smith is not entitled to a 
new trial simply because the jury could have accorded some 
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weight to Boatner’s undisclosed statements. Smith’s bur­
den is to show a reasonable probability that the jury would 
have accorded those statements sufficient weight to alter its 
verdict. In light of the record as a whole—which the Court 
declines to consider—Smith has not carried that burden. 

B 

Smith also argues that statements by Shelita Russell and 
Dale Mims documented in Ronquillo’s handwritten notes 
could have been used to impeach Boatner’s identification of 
Smith because the statements indicate that the perpetrators 
were masked. One undated note, which contains several 
entries about various aspects of the investigation, states, 
“female—face down against cabinets—conscious.” On the 
next line, the note continues, “said—in kitchen saw people 
barge in—one—black cloth across face—first one through 
door—[no further statement].” 13 Record 2556. When 
cross-examined during the postconviction hearing about 
whether this note documented the statement of Russell, 
Ronquillo confirmed that the note was in his handwriting, 
but he testified that he never talked to Russell, that he did 
not know when the note was made, and that someone else 
could have relayed the information to him. Tr. 415–418 
(Jan. 22, 2009).5 I will assume, arguendo, that, had this note 
been disclosed, it would have been admissible at Smith’s trial 
as a dying declaration of Russell.6 But the note would have 

5 Russell did not make this statement to Officer Narcisse. He testified 
that Russell “was not able to give us any information or any details of 
what had happened.” Id., at 20. 

6 Louisiana law provides that “[a] statement made by a declarant while 
believing that his death was imminent, concerning the cause or circum­
stances of what he believed to be his impending death[,]” is “not excluded 
by the hearsay rule if the declarant is unavailable as a witness.” La. 
Code Evid. Ann., Art. 804(B)(2) (West Supp. 2012). Assuming this state­
ment was actually Russell’s, it likely qualifies as a dying declaration. At 
trial, Boatner testified that, in the aftermath of the shooting, Russell told 
him, “Feel like I’m about to die.” Tr. 161 (Dec. 5, 1995) (internal quota­
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had minimal impeachment value because, contrary to Smith’s 
assertions, it is ambiguous in light of the context in which 
the statement was made. Officer Narcisse testified that 
Russell was conscious and able to talk, but that she was in 
“bad condition.” Id., at 20 (Dec. 4, 1995). Similarly, Regi­
nald Harbor testified that, as Russell lay wounded, she was 
“whining” and he “didn’t catch nothing [t]hat she said.” Id., 
at 205 (Dec. 5, 1995). And, although Smith contends that 
the note says “exactly” that the “first person through the 
door had a black cloth across his face,” that is not how the 
note reads. Reply Brief for Petitioner 11 (hereinafter Reply 
Brief) (emphasis deleted; internal quotation marks omitted). 
The note first states that the declarant “saw people barge 
in,” then states “one—black cloth across face—first one 
through door—[no further statement].” 13 Record 2556 
(emphasis added). It is at least as logical to read this state­
ment as indicating only that “one” of the “people” had a 
“black cloth across [his] face.” Russell, suffering from fatal 
wounds, said nothing further after “first one through door,” 
and it is impossible to know whether the “first one” was also 
the “one” with a “black cloth across [his] face.” 

The second statement Smith identifies is that of Dale 
Mims, who lived down the street from Espadron’s home and 
who heard the shooting. A note by Ronquillo states that 
Mims saw four males fleeing Espadron’s home, “all wearing 
mask[s].” Id., at 2518. Like Russell’s purported statement, 
this statement has minimal impeachment value in light of 
the record. Mims’ undisclosed statement does not address 
whether some or all of the perpetrators were masked inside 
Espadron’s home.7 Moreover, had Mims been called as a 

tion marks omitted). Espadron also testified that Russell told her, “I’m 
gonna die,” and, “Don’t let me die.” Id., at 73–74 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). 

7 Smith ridicules the “exceedingly peculiar” notion that the perpetrators 
would have remained unmasked inside Espadron’s home, only to mask 
themselves before leaving the scene. Reply Brief 12–13. But that notion 
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witness at trial, he presumably would have testified, as he 
did at the postconviction hearing, that he was “positive” that 
he only saw three perpetrators fleeing, and that, of those 
three, only two were masked. Tr. 269, 271–273, 275 (Jan. 
13, 2009). 

Both Russell’s purported statement and Mims’ testimony 
are consistent with Boatner’s testimony that he did not know 
whether any of the other perpetrators were masked, id., at 
154 (Dec. 5, 1995), and with Officer Narcisse’s and Espadron’s 
testimony that the single perpetrator whom Espadron ob­
served was wearing some sort of face covering, id., at 30–31 
(Dec. 4, 1995); id., at 71 (Dec. 5, 1995). Thus, the totality of 
the evidence indicates that some, but not all, of the perpetra­
tors were masked, a conclusion that in no way undermines 
Boatner’s consistent assertions that the only perpetrator he 
saw was unmasked. 

C 

Smith also contends that Ronquillo’s undisclosed note doc­
umenting a pretrial statement by firearms examiner Ken­
neth Leary is material for purposes of Brady. The note 
states that “Leary advised Ronquillo that the 9MM ammuni­
tion confiscated from [the scene of the murders] was typed 
to have been fired from a[n] [Intratec], ‘Mac[-]11’ model type, 
semi automatic weapon.” 5 Record 831. According to 
Smith, this statement conflicts with Leary’s trial testimony 
that the 9-millimeter ammunition found at the scene “was 
fired by one particular weapon, one 9-millimeter handgun,” 
Tr. 132 (Dec. 5, 1995), because an Intratec or Mac-11 pistol is 
not a “handgun.” Smith further argues that Leary’s pre­
trial statement could have been used to exculpate Smith, 
whose guilt the prosecution attempted to show by calling a 
pathologist to testify that Shelita Russell’s wounds could 

is eminently reasonable if the perpetrators intended to massacre the wit­
nesses who were inside the home—as they did—and were concerned only 
with disguising themselves from neighbors outside who might see or hear 
the burglary. 
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have been inflicted by a 9-millimeter “handgun,” id., at 39 
(Dec. 4, 1995), and by calling Boatner to testify that the gun 
Smith held under his chin was a 9-millimeter silver “hand 
gun,” id., at 157 (Dec. 5, 1995). 

Contrary to Smith’s contentions, Leary’s pretrial state­
ment does not undermine the evidence presented at trial. 
Leary’s pretrial statement is consistent with his and Boat­
ner’s trial testimony because an Intratec or Mac-11 pistol is 
a 9-millimeter handgun. Smith concedes that such a weapon 
uses 9-millimeter cartridges. Brief for Petitioner 48. 
Moreover, a “handgun” is simply “[a] firearm that can be 
used with one hand,” American Heritage Dictionary 819 (3d 
ed. 1992), and no one disputes that an Intratec or Mac-11 
pistol can be used with one hand. Smith nonetheless insists 
that, “as a colloquial matter, machine pistols of the Intratec 
or MAC-11 type would be considered automatic or semiauto­
matic weapons, rather than handguns.” Reply Brief 18. 
But even assuming that Smith is correct, he fails to explain 
why Leary, a firearms expert, would have been expected to 
use colloquial rather than technical terminology.8 

The record also makes clear that, when Boatner used the 
term “handgun,” he did not understand it to exclude auto­
matic or semiautomatic machine pistols. In the immediate 
aftermath of the murders, as well as at trial, Boatner stated 
that a second perpetrator carried a “Ma[c] 10” or “Tech 
Nine” “Uzi” type weapon, Tr. 159, 179 (Dec. 5, 1995); 5 Rec­
ord 809, 813, 866, and Boatner described that weapon as a 

8 Smith argues that Leary himself considered an “[Intratec] or ‘Mac[-] 
11’ ” model type to be different from a 9-millimeter handgun. Smith relies 
on the fact that Leary’s pretrial statement indicated that the ammunition 
recovered from the scene did not come from the handgun recovered from 
Donielle Bannister, another suspect in the murders. Id., at 18. Leary’s 
pretrial statement did not describe the handgun recovered from Bannister 
as a 9-millimeter, contrary to Smith’s representation. More importantly, 
Leary’s statement suggests only that Bannister’s handgun did not fire the 
9-millimeter ammunition found at the scene, not that Leary did not con­
sider an “[Intratec] or ‘Mac[-]11’ ” model type to be a handgun. 
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“handgun,” id., at 809. Moreover, Boatner’s pretrial de­
scription of the silver or chrome “handgun” that the first 
man held was consistent with Leary’s undisclosed statement 
that the gun that fired the 9-millimeter ammunition found at 
the scene was a semiautomatic weapon. In his station house 
statement, Boatner described the first man’s weapon as a 
“big,” “automatic pistol.” Id., at 813, 866. Because Leary’s 
pretrial statement is neither impeaching nor exculpatory, 
Leary’s undisclosed statement cannot form the basis of a 
Brady violation. See Strickler, 527 U. S., at 281–282 (To 
make out a Brady violation, “[t]he evidence at issue must be 
favorable to the accused, either because it is exculpatory, or 
because it is impeaching”). 

D 

Smith next points to purportedly exculpatory and material 
undisclosed pretrial statements made by Robert Trackling, 
a member of the “Cut Throat Posse” street gang with which 
Smith was allegedly associated, and by Eric Rogers, an in­
mate who was incarcerated with Trackling. 5 Record 845. 
Police notes reflect that Eric Rogers gave an interview to 
investigators on May 19, 1995, during which he described 
a conversation that he had with Trackling while in prison. 
During that conversation, Trackling described the murders 
at Espadron’s home and stated that he had committed the 
crime along with “Fat, Buckle, and a guy they call uh, Short 
Dog.” Id., at 841. According to Rogers, Fat’s real name 
was “Darnell [Donielle] Banister,” Buckle’s real name was 
“Contez [Kintad] Phillips,” and Short Dog’s real name was 
“Juan.” Id., at 843–844. 

Smith contends that Rogers’ interview was exculpatory in 
two respects. First, he points to the following comment by 
Rogers later during the interview: “They call Contez Philip 
Buckle, they call Darnell Banister Fat, Short Dog that’s what 
they call him, they call Robert Home.” Id., at 845. Smith 
suggests that Rogers’ prior identification of “Short Dog” as 
“Juan [Smith]” was equivocal in light of his later statement 
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that “Short Dog” was a man named “Robert Home.” Reply 
Brief 21. Second, Smith asserts that disclosure of Rogers’ 
interview would have led the defense and the jury to learn 
of Rogers’ allegation—made for the first time 10 years after 
Smith’s trial—that the police had asked him to implicate 
Juan Smith as “Short Dog.” Tr. 284–285 (Jan. 13, 2009). 

Neither argument is persuasive. If the jury had learned 
of Rogers’ statement, it would have heard information 
directly inculpating Smith as “Short Dog,” a perpetrator 
of the shootings. Rogers’ physical description of “Short 
Dog”—“he[’s] short[,] he[’s] got golds going across his 
mouth[,] and . . . he’s like built,” 5 Record 844—also corrobo­
rated Boatner’s description of the first man through the 
door as having a “mouth full of gold” and a “heavy” build. 
Furthermore, Smith ignores other inculpatory information 
documented in Ronquillo’s notes of Rogers’ statement. 
Those notes reflect Trackling’s own interview with police on 
June 1, 1995, in which Trackling identified Phillips, Bannis­
ter, and “Juan Smith” as the perpetrators of the murders 
at Espadron’s home. Id., at 832; see also id., at 854–855. 
Trackling’s statement only strengthens the inculpatory na­
ture of Rogers’ interview. 

Further, the jury assuredly would not have believed 
Smith’s suggestion that Rogers identified “Short Dog” as a 
man named “Robert Home.” When this statement is taken 
in context, it appears that Rogers was describing the nick-
name—“Home” 9—of Robert Trackling, the “Robert” whom 
Rogers had repeatedly referenced throughout his interview. 

9 See 2 Dictionary of American Regional English 1064–1065, 1069 (F. 
Cassidy & J. Hall eds. 1991) (defining “Home” as “a term of address used 
by two black people either from the same Southern state or simply from 
the South,” similar to “homey” or “home boy”); 2 Green’s Dictionary of 
Slang 828 (2010) (defining “home,” an abbreviation of homeboy, as “a 
friend, often used in direct address”); Concise New Partridge Dictionary 
of Slang and Unconventional English (T. Dalzell & T. Victor eds. 2008) 
(defining “home” as “a very close male friend,” an abbreviation of 
“Homeboy”). 
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See id., at 839–850. Indeed, Rogers’ phraseology, “they call 
Robert Home,” was consistent with his previous comments 
that “[t]hey call Contez Philip Buckle,” and “they call Dar­
nell Banister Fat.” Id., at 845 (emphasis added). Unsur­
prisingly, in the thousands of pages of record material, I have 
not found, nor have the parties cited, a single reference to 
anyone named “Robert Home.” 

If the jury had heard Rogers’ postconviction testimony 
that police asked him to implicate Smith and that Trackling’s 
description of the murders did not include Smith, Tr. 284– 
285 (Jan. 13, 2009), it would have weighed Rogers’ allegation 
against Trackling’s own statement to the police that Smith 
had participated in the murders at Espadron’s home, 5 Rec­
ord 832. The prosecution also would have called Smith’s 
sister, Trinieze Smith, to testify that she believed her 
brother was known as “Short Dog,” as she did at the postcon­
viction hearing. Tr. 371 (Jan. 14, 2009). On this record, the 
undisclosed statements by Rogers and Trackling actually 
strengthen rather than weaken confidence in the jury’s 
guilty verdict.10 

E 

Finally, Smith argues that an undisclosed handwritten 
note by Ronquillo documenting a statement by Phillip 
Young—the man found injured at the scene and suspected of 
having participated in the crime—is also material evidence 
warranting a new trial. At trial, Ronquillo testified that he 

10 Detective Byron Adams, who took Rogers’ statement, did not testify 
at the postconviction hearing because he had died in the meantime. He 
thus had no opportunity to address Rogers’ recantation or his newly 
minted allegation that Detective Adams asked Rogers to implicate Smith. 
Smith argues that “there is no reason to believe that . . . Adams would 
have contradicted Rogers—much less that the jury would have believed 
[him] if [he] did.” Reply Brief 21. But Smith offers no support for his 
dubious assertion that Detective Adams would have admitted to framing 
Smith, or that, had the detective denied the allegation, the jury would 
have believed Rogers—a convicted murderer who never explained any 
motive Adams would have had to frame Smith—over the detective. 
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met with Young while Young was hospitalized as a result of 
permanent brain damage suffered in the shootings. Id., at 
102 (Dec. 5, 1995). According to Ronquillo, Young “was 
strapped to a chair. He really couldn’t talk, [h]e mumbled. 
He could use his left hand, that was all. He couldn’t walk 
or anything. He was fed through a tube by the people there. 
He was in really bad shape.” Id., at 102–103. When asked 
whether Young was able to communicate with him “at all,” 
Ronquillo responded, “No. I couldn’t understand anything 
that he was saying.” Id., at 103. 

The undisclosed note from Ronquillo’s meeting with Young 
reads as follows: “Short Dog/Bucko/Fats—No—Didn’t shoot 
me—No—Not with me when went to house—Yes—one of 
people in house shot me—No—Not responsible—‘Posse’— 
Didn’t drive to house—‘Posse’—Yes—Knows names of 
perps—Yes—Drove in car—Yes—girlfriend’s car.” App. 
311. Smith contends that this note is exculpatory in that it 
suggests that he was “not involved” in the shootings. Brief 
for Petitioner 43. 

Young’s statement is only exculpatory if Smith concedes 
(as the statement asserts) that he is, in fact, “Short Dog” 
and a member of the “Cut Throat Posse.” Such a concession 
would only have strengthened the inculpatory value of the 
statements by Rogers and Trackling indicating that Smith 
was the “Short Dog” who committed the murders at Es­
padron’s home. In any event, the exculpatory value of the 
note is minimal for several other reasons. First, it is un­
clear whether Ronquillo’s note reflects a statement by Young 
that the “Posse” was not responsible for shooting the victims 
or a statement that the “Posse” was not responsible for 
shooting Young. Further, the statement that “Short Dog” 
and others were not with Young when he went to the house 
is certainly not a clear statement that “Short Dog” did not 
commit the murders, especially in light of evidence in the 
record that the assailants used two cars on the night of the 
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murders.11 Second, had the jury learned of Ronquillo’s note, 
it would have presumably heard Ronquillo testify, as he did 
at the postconviction hearing, that he was not even sure 
whether his note actually reflected statements by Young, 
given that Young “couldn’t talk,” was “jumbled,” could only 
“kind of move his head,” and sometimes would just sit and 
stare when Ronquillo asked a question.12 Tr. 423–424 (Jan. 
22, 2009). Accordingly, Ronquillo explained, “I never had 
hide nor hair actually of what [Young] said.” Id., at 423. 

The jury thus would have evaluated Ronquillo’s note, of 
unclear exculpatory value on its face, against a backdrop 
of doubt as to what, if anything, Young actually communi­
cated. The jury also would have weighed this evidence 
against the strongly inculpatory nature of Boatner’s descrip­
tions and identifications and Rogers’ and Trackling’s state­
ments, which corroborated Boatner’s identification. When 
all of the evidence is considered cumulatively, as it must be, 
Smith has not shown a reasonable probability that the jury 
would have reached a different verdict. 

* * * 

The question presented here is not whether a prudent 
prosecutor should have disclosed the information that Smith 

11 In his station house statement, Boatner explained that the loud car 
that arrived at Espadron’s home was white. 5 Record 866. In Rogers’ 
interview with the police, Rogers said that Trackling escaped from Es­
padron’s home in a burgundy car. Id., at 842. 

12 Smith also contends that the defense could have used the undisclosed 
note to impeach Ronquillo’s trial testimony that Young was not able to 
communicate with him “at all.” That argument lacks merit. Ronquillo’s 
trial testimony, when read in context, does not suggest that no communica­
tion occurred. Rather, Ronquillo made clear that he simply “couldn’t un­
derstand anything that [Young] was saying.” See Tr. 103 (Dec. 5, 1995) 
(emphasis added). That testimony is consistent with the garbled nature 
of the note, and the note thus would have had little, if any, impeachment 
value. 
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identifies. Rather, the question is whether the cumulative 
effect of the disclosed and undisclosed evidence in Smith’s 
case “put[s] the whole case in such a different light as to 
undermine confidence in the verdict.” Kyles, 514 U. S., at 
435. When, as in this case, the Court departs from its usual 
practice of declining to review alleged misapplications of set­
tled law to particular facts, id., at 456 (Scalia, J., joined by 
Rehnquist, C. J., and Kennedy and Thomas, JJ., dissenting), 
the Court should at least consider all of the facts. And, the 
Court certainly should not decline to review all of the facts 
on the assumption that the remainder of the record would 
only further support Smith’s claims, as the Court appears to 
have done here. Ante, at 76. 

Such an assumption is incorrect. Here, much of the rec­
ord evidence confirms that, from the night of the murders 
through trial, Boatner consistently described—with one un­
derstandable exception—the first perpetrator through the 
door, that Boatner’s description matched Smith, and that 
Boatner made strong out-of-court and in-court identifications 
implicating Smith. Some of the undisclosed evidence cited 
by Smith is not favorable to him at all, either because it is of 
no impeachment or exculpatory value or because it actually 
inculpates him. Because what remains is evidence of such 
minimal impeachment and exculpatory value as to be imma­
terial in light of the whole record, I must dissent from the 
Court’s holding that the State violated Brady. 
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COMPUCREDIT CORP. et al. v. GREENWOOD et al. 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–948. Argued October 11, 2011—Decided January 10, 2012 

Although respondents’ credit card agreement required their claims to be 
resolved by binding arbitration, they filed a lawsuit against petitioner 
CompuCredit Corporation and a division of petitioner bank, alleging, 
inter alia, violations of the Credit Repair Organizations Act (CROA or 
Act). The Federal District Court denied the defendants’ motion to 
compel arbitration, concluding that Congress intended CROA claims to 
be nonarbitrable. The Ninth Circuit affirmed. 

Held: Because the CROA is silent on whether claims under the Act can 
proceed in an arbitrable forum, the Federal Arbitration Act (FAA) re­
quires the arbitration agreement to be enforced according to its terms. 
Pp. 97–105. 

(a) Section 2 of the FAA establishes “a liberal federal policy favoring 
arbitration.” Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital v. Mercury Constr. 
Corp., 460 U. S. 1, 24. It requires that courts enforce arbitration agree­
ments according to their terms. See Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. 
Byrd, 470 U. S. 213, 221. That is the case even when federal statutory 
claims are at issue, unless the FAA’s mandate has been “overridden by 
a contrary congressional command.” Shearson/American Express Inc. 
v. McMahon, 482 U. S. 220, 226. Pp. 97–98. 

(b) The CROA provides no such command. Respondents contend 
that the CROA’s disclosure provision—which requires credit repair or­
ganizations to provide consumers with a statement that includes the 
sentence “ ‘You have a right to sue a credit repair organization that 
violates the [Act],’ ” 15 U. S. C. § 1679c(a)—gives consumers the right to 
bring an action in a court of law; and that, because the CROA prohibits 
the waiver of “any right of the consumer under this subchapter,” 
§ 1679f(a), the arbitration agreement’s waiver of the “right” to bring a 
court action cannot be enforced. Respondents’ premise is flawed. The 
disclosure provision creates only a right for consumers to receive a 
specific statement describing the consumer protections that the law 
elsewhere provides, one of which is the right to enforce a credit repair 
organization’s “liab[ility]” for “fail[ure] to comply with [the Act].” 
§ 1679g(a). That provision does not override the FAA’s mandate. Its 
mere contemplation of judicial enforcement does not demonstrate that 
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the Act provides consumers with a “right” to initial judicial enforce­
ment. Pp. 98–103. 

(c) At the time of the CROA’s enactment in 1996, arbitration clauses 
such as the one at issue were no rarity in consumer contracts generally, 
or in financial services contracts in particular. Had Congress meant to 
prohibit these very common provisions in the CROA, it would have done 
so in a manner less obtuse than what respondents suggest. Pp. 103–104. 

615 F. 3d 1204, reversed and remanded. 

Scalia, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Kennedy, Thomas, Breyer, and Alito, JJ., joined. Sotomayor, J., 
filed an opinion concurring in the judgment, in which Kagan, J., joined, 
post, p. 108. Ginsburg, J., filed a dissenting opinion, post, p. 110. 

Michael W. McConnell argued the cause for petitioners. 
On the brief were Sri Srinivasan, Anton Metlitsky, David 
L. Hartsell, Deanne E. Maynard, Brian R. Matsui, and 
Susan L. Germaise. 

Scott L. Nelson argued the cause for respondents. With 
him on the brief were Allison M. Zieve, W. Lloyd Copeland, 
Gregory Hawley, and Richard R. Rosenthal.* 

Justice Scalia delivered the opinion of the Court. 

We consider whether the Credit Repair Organizations Act 
(CROA or Act), 15 U. S. C. § 1679 et seq., precludes enforce­
ment of an arbitration agreement in a lawsuit alleging viola­
tions of that Act. 

I 

Respondents are individuals who applied for and received 
an Aspire Visa credit card marketed by petitioner Compu­

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the Consumer 
Data Industry Association by Anne P. Fortney; and for DRI–The Voice 
of the Defense Bar by R. Matthew Cairns, Linda T. Coberly, and Gene 
C. Schaerr. 

John Vail filed a brief for the American Association for Justice as ami­
cus curiae urging affirmance. 

Julie Nepveu, Michael Schuster, and Rochelle Bobroff filed a brief for 
AARP et al. as amici curiae. 
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Credit Corporation and issued by Columbus Bank and Trust, 
now a division of petitioner Synovus Bank. In their applica­
tions they agreed to be bound by a provision which read: 
“Any claim, dispute or controversy (whether in contract, 
tort, or otherwise) at any time arising from or relating to 
your Account, any transferred balances or this Agreement 
(collectively, ‘Claims’), upon the election of you or us, will be 
resolved by binding arbitration . . . .” App. 62. 

In 2008, respondents filed a class-action complaint against 
CompuCredit and Columbus in the United States District 
Court for the Northern District of California, alleging, as 
relevant here, violations of the CROA. The claims largely 
involved the defendants’ allegedly misleading representa­
tion that the credit card could be used to rebuild poor credit 
and their assessment of multiple fees upon opening of the 
accounts, which greatly reduced the advertised credit limit. 

The District Court denied the defendants’ motion to com­
pel arbitration of the claims, concluding that “Congress in­
tended claims under the CROA to be non-arbitrable.” 617 
F. Supp. 2d 980, 988 (2009). A panel of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit affirmed, Judge Tash­
ima dissenting. 615 F. 3d 1204 (2010). We granted certio­
rari, 563 U. S. 973 (2011). 

II 
The background law governing the issue before us is the 

Federal Arbitration Act (FAA), 9 U. S. C. § 1 et seq., enacted 
in 1925 as a response to judicial hostility to arbitration. 
AT&T Mobility LLC v. Concepcion, 563 U. S. 333, 339 (2011). 
As relevant here, the FAA provides: 

“A written provision in any maritime transaction or a 
contract evidencing a transaction involving commerce to 
settle by arbitration a controversy thereafter arising out 
of such contract or transaction . . . shall be valid, irrevo­
cable, and enforceable, save upon such grounds as exist 
at law or in equity for the revocation of any contract.” 
9 U. S. C. § 2. 
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This provision establishes “a liberal federal policy favoring 
arbitration agreements.” Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospi­
tal v. Mercury Constr. Corp., 460 U. S. 1, 24 (1983). See also, 
e. g., Concepcion, supra, at 339; Gilmer v. Interstate/Johnson 
Lane Corp., 500 U. S. 20, 25 (1991). It requires courts to 
enforce agreements to arbitrate according to their terms. 
See Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. Byrd, 470 U. S. 213, 
221 (1985). That is the case even when the claims at issue 
are federal statutory claims, unless the FAA’s mandate has 
been “overridden by a contrary congressional command.” 
Shearson/American Express Inc. v. McMahon, 482 U. S. 
220, 226 (1987). See also Mitsubishi Motors Corp. v. Soler 
Chrysler-Plymouth, Inc., 473 U. S. 614, 628 (1985). Re­
spondents contend that the CROA contains such a command. 

That statute regulates the practices of credit repair orga­
nizations, defined as certain entities that offer services for 
the purpose of “(i) improving any consumer’s credit record, 
credit history, or credit rating; or (ii) providing advice or 
assistance to any consumer with regard to any activity or 
service described in clause (i).” 1 15 U. S. C. § 1679a(3). In 
its principal substantive provisions, the CROA prohibits cer­
tain practices, § 1679b, establishes certain requirements for 
contracts with consumers, § 1679d, and gives consumers a 
right to cancel, § 1679e. Enforcement is achieved through 
the Act’s provision of a private cause of action for violation, 
§ 1679g, as well as through federal and state administrative 
enforcement, § 1679h. 

III 

Like the District Court and the Ninth Circuit, respondents 
focus on the CROA’s disclosure and nonwaiver provisions. 
The former, which is reproduced in full in the Appendix, 
infra, sets forth a statement that the credit repair organiza­

1 The District Court said that petitioners do not dispute that they come 
within this definition. See 617 F. Supp. 2d 980, 984, n. 2 (ND Cal. 2009). 
The Ninth Circuit did not address that issue, see 615 F. 3d 1204, 1207, n. 3 
(2010), nor do we. 
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tion must provide to the consumer before any contract is 
executed. § 1679c(a). One sentence of that required state­
ment reads, “ ‘You have a right to sue a credit repair organi­
zation that violates the Credit Repair Organization Act.’ ” 
The Act’s nonwaiver provision states, “Any waiver by any 
consumer of any protection provided by or any right of the 
consumer under this subchapter—(1) shall be treated as void; 
and (2) may not be enforced by any Federal or State court 
or any other person.” § 1679f(a). 

The Ninth Circuit adopted the following line of reasoning, 
urged upon us by respondents here: The disclosure provision 
gives consumers the “right to sue,” which “clearly involves 
the right to bring an action in a court of law.” 615 F. 3d, at 
1208. Because the nonwaiver provision prohibits the waiver 
of “any right of the consumer under this subchapter,” the 
arbitration agreement—which waived the right to bring 
an action in a court of law—cannot be enforced. Id., at 1214. 

The flaw in this argument is its premise: that the disclo­
sure provision provides consumers with a right to bring an 
action in a court of law. It does not. Rather, it imposes an 
obligation on credit repair organizations to supply consumers 
with a specific statement set forth (in quotation marks) in 
the statute. The only consumer right it creates is the right 
to receive the statement, which is meant to describe the con­
sumer protections that the law elsewhere provides. The 
statement informs consumers, for instance, that they can dis­
pute the accuracy of information in their credit file and that 
“ ‘[t]he credit bureau must then reinvestigate and modify or 
remove inaccurate or incomplete information.’ ” 15 U. S. C. 
§ 1679c(a). That description is derived from § 1681i(a), 
which sets out in great detail the procedures to be followed 
by a credit bureau in the event of challenges to the accuracy 
of its information. Similarly, the required statement in­
forms consumers that they may “ ‘cancel your contract with 
any credit repair organization for any reason within 3 busi­
ness days from the date you signed it’ ”—the right created 
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and set forth in more detail in § 1679e. And the “right to 
sue” language describes the consumer’s right to enforce the 
credit repair organization’s “liab[ility]” for “fail[ure] to com­
ply with any provision of this subchapter” provided for in 
§ 1679g(a).2 Thus, contrary to the dissent’s assertion, our in­
terpretation does not “[r]educ[e] the required disclosure to 
insignificance,” post, at 115. The disclosure provision in­
forms consumers of their right to enforce liability for any 
failure to conform to the statute—information they might 
otherwise not possess. It is the dissent’s interpretation that 
effectively reduces a portion of the CROA to a nullity. In­
terpreting the “right to sue” language in § 1679c(a) to “cre­
ate” a right to sue in court not only renders it strikingly out 
of place in a section that is otherwise devoted to giving the 
consumer notice of rights created elsewhere; it also renders 
the creation of the “right to sue” elsewhere superfluous. 

Respondents suggest that the CROA’s civil-liability provi­
sion, § 1679g (set forth in full in the Appendix, infra), demon­
strates that the Act provides consumers with a “right” to 
bring an action in court. They cite the provision’s repeated 
use of the terms “action,” “class action,” and “court”—terms 
that they say call to mind a judicial proceeding. These ref­
erences cannot do the heavy lifting that respondents assign 
them. It is utterly commonplace for statutes that create 
civil causes of action to describe the details of those causes 
of action, including the relief available, in the context of a 
court suit. If the mere formulation of the cause of action in 
this standard fashion were sufficient to establish the “con­

2 Accordingly, when a consumer sues to enforce liability under the 
CROA, he does so under § 1679g(a), not “in light of § 1679c,” post, at 113 
(Ginsburg, J., dissenting). An action under the CROA need not refer 
to § 1679c at all, unless it is based on the company’s failure to provide 
the statement required under that section. Section 1679g(a) creates 
the “right” at issue and describes it in detail not contained in § 1679c’s 
summary. When determining the scope of that right, it is therefore 
§ 1679g(a)—and not § 1679c—that must govern. 
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trary congressional command” overriding the FAA, McMa­
hon, 482 U. S., at 226, valid arbitration agreements covering 
federal causes of action would be rare indeed. But that is 
not the law. In Gilmer we enforced an arbitration agree­
ment with respect to a cause of action created by the Age 
Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA) which 
read, in part: “Any person aggrieved may bring a civil action 
in any court of competent jurisdiction for such legal or equi­
table relief as will effectuate the purposes of this chapter.” 
29 U. S. C. § 626(c)(1). In McMahon we enforced an arbitra­
tion agreement with respect to a cause of action created by 
a provision of the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organi­
zations Act which read, in part: “Any person injured in his 
business or property by reason of a violation of section 1962 
of this chapter may sue therefor in any appropriate United 
States district court and shall recover threefold the damages 
he sustains and the cost of the suit . . . .” 18 U. S. C. 
§ 1964(c). And in Mitsubishi Motors we enforced an arbi­
tration agreement with respect to a cause of action created 
by a provision of the Clayton Act which read, in part: “[A]ny 
person who shall be injured in his business or property by 
reason of anything forbidden in the antitrust laws may sue 
therefor in any district court of the United States . . . and 
shall recover threefold the damages by him sustained, and 
the cost of suit, including a reasonable attorney’s fee.” 15 
U. S. C. § 15(a). Thus, we have repeatedly recognized that 
contractually required arbitration of claims satisfies the stat­
utory prescription of civil liability in court. See Gilmer, 
500 U. S., at 28; McMahon, supra, at 240; Mitsubishi Mo­
tors, 473 U. S., at 637. To be sure, none of the statutes 
described above contained a nonwaiver provision, as the 
statute before us does. But if a cause-of-action provision 
mentioning judicial enforcement does not create a right to 
initial judicial enforcement, the waiver of initial judicial en­
forcement is not the waiver of a “right of the consumer,” 
§ 1679f(a). It takes a considerable stretch to regard the non­
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waiver provision as a “congressional command” that the 
FAA shall not apply.3 

Moreover, if one believes that § 1679g’s contemplation of 
court suit (combined with § 1679f(a)) establishes a non­
waivable right to initial judicial enforcement, one must also 
believe that it establishes a nonwaivable right to initial judi­
cial enforcement in any competent judicial tribunal, since it 
contains no limitation. We think it clear, however, that this 
mere “contemplation” of suit in any competent court does not 
guarantee suit in all competent courts, disabling the parties 
from adopting a reasonable forum-selection clause. And 
just as the contemplated availability of all judicial forums 
may be reduced to a single forum by contractual specifica­
tion, so also can the contemplated availability of judicial ac­
tion be limited to judicial action compelling or reviewing ini­
tial arbitral adjudication. The parties remain free to specify 
such matters, so long as the guarantee of § 1679g—the guar­
antee of the legal power to impose liability—is preserved. 

Respondents and the dissent maintain that if the CROA 
does not create a right to a judicial forum, then the disclosure 
provision effectively requires that credit repair organizations 
mislead consumers. We think not. The disclosure provi­
sion is meant to describe the law to consumers in a manner 
that is concise and comprehensible to the layman—which 
necessarily means that it will be imprecise. The required 
statement says, for example, that the CROA “ ‘prohibits de­
ceptive practices by credit repair organizations,’ ” 15 U. S. C. 
§ 1679c(a). This is in some respects an overstatement, and 
in some respects an understatement, of the “Prohibited prac­
tices” set forth in § 1679b. It would include, for example, 

3 Gilmer noted that the ADEA had been amended after conclusion of 
the arbitration agreement in that case to preclude waiver of “rights or 
claims that may arise after the date the waiver is executed.” 29 U. S. C. 
§ 626(f)(1)(C). The Court said in dictum that this provision “did not ex­
plicitly preclude arbitration or other nonjudicial resolution of claims,” 500 
U. S., at 29. 
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deception apart from “the offer or sale of the services of the 
credit repair organization,” § 1679b(a)(4). Yet we would not 
hold, in order to prevent the required statement from being 
“misleading,” that a consumer has a right to be protected 
from deceptive practices beyond those actually covered by 
§ 1679b. So also with respect to the statement’s description 
of a “right to sue.” This is a colloquial method of communi­
cating to consumers that they have the legal right, enforce­
able in court, to recover damages from credit repair organi­
zations that violate the CROA. We think most consumers 
would understand it this way, without regard to whether the 
suit in court has to be preceded by an arbitration proceeding. 
Leaving that possibility out may be imprecise, but it is not 
misleading—and certainly not so misleading as to demand, 
in order to avoid that result, reading the statute to contain 
a guaranteed right it does not in fact contain. 

IV 

At the time of the CROA’s enactment in 1996, arbitration 
clauses in contracts of the type at issue here were no rarity. 
Quite the contrary, the early 1990’s saw the increased use of 
arbitration clauses in consumer contracts generally, and in 
financial services contracts in particular. See Ware, Arbi­
tration and Unconscionability After Doctor’s Associates, Inc. 
v. Casarotto, 31 Wake Forest L. Rev. 1001, 1001, and n. 3 
(1996); J. Shimabukuro, Congressional Research Service 
Report for Congress, The Federal Arbitration Act: Back­
ground and Recent Developments 1 (2002). 

Had Congress meant to prohibit these very common provi­
sions in the CROA, it would have done so in a manner less 
obtuse than what respondents suggest. When it has re­
stricted the use of arbitration in other contexts, it has done 
so with a clarity that far exceeds the claimed indications 
in the CROA. See, e. g., 7 U. S. C. § 26(n)(2) (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV) (“No predispute arbitration agreement shall be 
valid or enforceable, if the agreement requires arbitration of 
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a dispute arising under this section”); 15 U. S. C. § 1226(a)(2) 
(2006 ed.) (“Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
whenever a motor vehicle franchise contract provides for the 
use of arbitration to resolve a controversy arising out of or 
relating to such contract, arbitration may be used to settle 
such controversy only if after such controversy arises all par­
ties to such controversy consent in writing to use arbitration 
to settle such controversy”); cf. 12 U. S. C. § 5518(b) (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV) (granting authority to the newly created Con­
sumer Financial Protection Bureau to regulate predispute 
arbitration agreements in contracts for consumer financial 
products or services).4 That Congress would have sought to 
achieve the same result in the CROA through combination 
of the nonwaiver provision with the “right to sue” phrase 
in the disclosure provision, and the references to “action” 
and “court” in the description of damages recoverable, is 
unlikely. 

* * * 

Because the CROA is silent on whether claims under the 
Act can proceed in an arbitral forum, the FAA requires the 
arbitration agreement to be enforced according to its terms. 
The judgment of the Ninth Circuit is reversed, and the case 

4 The dissent questions the relevance of these statutes, since they post­
dated the CROA and since this Court’s intervening decisions compelling 
arbitration “increasingly alerted Congress to the utility of drafting anti-
waiver prescriptions with meticulous care.” Post, at 116. But as the dis­
sent implicitly recognizes, Congress had been “alerted” much before these 
post-CROA statutes were passed. The CROA itself followed a series of 
this Court’s seminal decisions compelling arbitration, decisions which held 
that the FAA had established a “ ‘federal policy favoring arbitration,’ ” 
Gilmer v. Interstate/Johnson Lane Corp., 500 U. S. 20, 26 (1991), and that 
“[t]he burden is on the party opposing arbitration . . . to show that Con­
gress intended to preclude a waiver of judicial remedies,” Shearson/Amer­
ican Express Inc. v. McMahon, 482 U. S. 220, 227 (1987). To the extent 
Congress is ever “stimulated” by this Court’s decisions, post, at 116, there 
is no reason to think the Congress that enacted the CROA was any less 
stimulated than subsequent Congresses. 
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is remanded for further proceedings consistent with this 
opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
APPENDIX 

Title 15 U. S. C. § 1679c provides: 
“(a) Disclosure required 

“Any credit repair organization shall provide any con­
sumer with the following written statement before any con­
tract or agreement between the consumer and the credit 
repair organization is executed: 

“ ‘Consumer Credit File Rights Under State and 

Federal Law 

“ ‘You have a right to dispute inaccurate information in 
your credit report by contacting the credit bureau directly. 
However, neither you nor any “credit repair” company or 
credit repair organization has the right to have accurate, cur­
rent, and verifiable information removed from your credit 
report. The credit bureau must remove accurate, negative 
information from your report only if it is over 7 years old. 
Bankruptcy information can be reported for 10 years. 

“ ‘You have a right to obtain a copy of your credit report 
from a credit bureau. You may be charged a reasonable fee. 
There is no fee, however, if you have been turned down for 
credit, employment, insurance, or a rental dwelling because 
of information in your credit report within the preceding 60 
days. The credit bureau must provide someone to help you 
interpret the information in your credit file. You are enti­
tled to receive a free copy of your credit report if you are 
unemployed and intend to apply for employment in the next 
60 days, if you are a recipient of public welfare assistance, or 
if you have reason to believe that there is inaccurate infor­
mation in your credit report due to fraud. 

“ ‘You have a right to sue a credit repair organization that 
violates the Credit Repair Organization Act. This law pro­
hibits deceptive practices by credit repair organizations. 
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“ ‘You have the right to cancel your contract with any 
credit repair organization for any reason within 3 business 
days from the date you signed it. 

“ ‘Credit bureaus are required to follow reasonable proce­
dures to ensure that the information they report is accurate. 
However, mistakes may occur. 

“ ‘You may, on your own, notify a credit bureau in writing 
that you dispute the accuracy of information in your credit 
file. The credit bureau must then reinvestigate and modify 
or remove inaccurate or incomplete information. The credit 
bureau may not charge any fee for this service. Any perti­
nent information and copies of all documents you have con­
cerning an error should be given to the credit bureau. 

“ ‘If the credit bureau’s reinvestigation does not resolve 
the dispute to your satisfaction, you may send a brief state­
ment to the credit bureau, to be kept in your file, explaining 
why you think the record is inaccurate. The credit bureau 
must include a summary of your statement about disputed 
information with any report it issues about you. 

“ ‘The Federal Trade Commission regulates credit bureaus 
and credit repair organizations. For more information 
contact: 

“ ‘The Public Reference Branch 
“ ‘Federal Trade Commission 
“ ‘Washington, D. C. 20580’. 

“(b) Separate statement requirement 

“The written statement required under this section shall 
be provided as a document which is separate from any writ­
ten contract or other agreement between the credit repair 
organization and the consumer or any other written material 
provided to the consumer. 
“(c) Retention of compliance records 

“(1) In general 

“The credit repair organization shall maintain a copy 
of the statement signed by the consumer acknowledging 
receipt of the statement. 
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“(2) Maintenance for 2 years 

“The copy of any consumer’s statement shall be main­
tained in the organization’s files for 2 years after the 
date on which the statement is signed by the consumer.” 

* * * 

Section 1679g provides: 

“(a) Liability established 

“Any person who fails to comply with any provision of this 
subchapter with respect to any other person shall be liable 
to such person in an amount equal to the sum of the amounts 
determined under each of the following paragraphs: 

“(1) Actual damages 

“The greater of— 
“(A) the amount of any actual damage sustained by 

such person as a result of such failure; or 
“(B) any amount paid by the person to the credit re­

pair organization. 

“(2) Punitive damages
 

“(A) Individual actions
 

“In the case of any action by an individual, such ad­
ditional amount as the court may allow. 

“(B) Class actions 

“In the case of a class action, the sum of— 
“(i) the aggregate of the amount which the court 

may allow for each named plaintiff; and 
“(ii) the aggregate of the amount which the court 

may allow for each other class member, without re­
gard to any minimum individual recovery. 

“(3) Attorneys’ fees 

“In the case of any successful action to enforce any lia­
bility under paragraph (1) or (2), the costs of the action, 
together with reasonable attorneys’ fees. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



108 COMPUCREDIT CORP. v. GREENWOOD 

Sotomayor, J., concurring in judgment 

“(b) Factors to be considered in awarding punitive 

damages 

“In determining the amount of any liability of any credit 
repair organization under subsection (a)(2) of this section, 
the court shall consider, among other relevant factors— 

“(1) the frequency and persistence of noncompliance by 
the credit repair organization; 

“(2) the nature of the noncompliance; 
“(3) the extent to which such noncompliance was inten­

tional; and 
“(4) in the case of any class action, the number of con­

sumers adversely affected.” 

Justice Sotomayor, with whom Justice Kagan joins, 
concurring in the judgment. 

Claims alleging the violation of a statute, such as the 
Credit Repair Organizations Act (Act), 15 U. S. C. § 1679 
et seq., are generally subject to valid arbitration agreements 
unless Congress evinces a contrary intent in the text, his­
tory, or purpose of the statute. See Gilmer v. Interstate/ 
Johnson Lane Corp., 500 U. S. 20, 26 (1991). I agree with 
the Court that Congress has not shown that intent here. 
But for the reasons stated by the dissent, I find this to be a 
much closer case than the majority opinion suggests. 

The Act creates a cause of action in its liability provision, 
see § 1679g(a), denominates the cause of action a “right to 
sue” in the mandatory disclosure statement, § 1679c(a), and 
then provides that “right[s]” may not be waived, § 1679f(a). 
Those for whom Congress wrote the Act—lay readers “of 
limited economic means and . . . inexperienced in credit mat­
ters,” § 1679(a)(2)—reasonably may interpret the phrase 
“right to sue” as promising a right to sue in court. And it 
is plausible to think that Congress, aware of the impact of its 
words, intended such a construction of the liability provision. 

But while this interpretation of the Act is plausible, it is 
in my view no more compelling than the contrary construc­
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tion that petitioners urge. As the majority opinion notes, 
the disclosure provision does not itself confer a cause of ac­
tion, and the liability provision that does is materially indis­
tinguishable from other statutes that we have held not to 
preclude arbitration. In my mind this leaves the parties’ 
arguments in equipoise, and our precedents require that 
petitioners prevail in this circumstance. This is because re­
spondents, as the opponents of arbitration, bear the burden 
of showing that Congress disallowed arbitration of their 
claims, and because we resolve doubts in favor of arbitration. 
See id., at 26. Of course, if we have misread Congress’ in­
tent, then Congress can correct our error by amending the 
statute. 

I add one more point. The majority opinion contrasts the 
liability provision of the Act with other, more recently 
enacted statutes that expressly disallow arbitration. I do 
not understand the majority opinion to hold that Congress 
must speak so explicitly in order to convey its intent to pre­
clude arbitration of statutory claims. We have never said 
as much, and on numerous occasions have held that proof of 
Congress’ intent may also be discovered in the history or 
purpose of the statute in question. See ibid. (“If such an 
intention exists, it will be discoverable in the text of the 
[statute], its legislative history, or an ‘inherent conflict’ be­
tween arbitration and the [statute’s] underlying purposes”); 
Shearson/American Express Inc. v. McMahon, 482 U. S. 220, 
227 (1987) (“If Congress did intend to limit or prohibit waiver 
of a judicial forum for a particular claim, such an intent ‘will 
be deducible from [the statute’s] text or legislative history,’ 
or from an inherent conflict between arbitration and the stat­
ute’s underlying purposes” (quoting Mitsubishi Motors 
Corp. v. Soler Chrysler-Plymouth, Inc., 473 U. S. 614, 628 
(1985); citation omitted)). I agree with the dissent that the 
statutes the majority opinion cites shed little light on the 
thoughts of the Congress that passed the Act. But the Act’s 
text is not dispositive, and respondents identify nothing in 
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the legislative history or purpose of the Act that would tip 
the balance of the scale in favor of their interpretation. 

Justice Ginsburg, dissenting. 
Congress enacted the Credit Repair Organizations Act 

(CROA or Act) to protect consumers “who have experienced 
credit problems”—“particularly those of limited economic 
means”—against the unfair and deceptive practices of credit 
repair organizations. 15 U. S. C. § 1679(a). Central to the 
legislation, Congress sought to arm consumers with informa­
tion needed to make intelligent decisions about purchasing a 
repair organization’s services. To that end, Congress di­
rected that, “before [execution of] any contract . . . between 
[a] consumer and [a] credit repair organization,” the organiza­
tion must make certain disclosures. § 1679c(a). One of the 
required disclosures reads: 

“You have a right to sue a credit repair organization 
that violates the [CROA]. This law prohibits deceptive 
practices by [such] organizations.” Ibid. (internal quo­
tation marks omitted). 

The Act’s civil-liability provision describes suits consumers 
may bring in court: individual and class actions for damages 
(actual and punitive) and attorneys’ fees. A further provi­
sion renders void any purported waiver of any protection or 
right the Act grants to consumers. 

The Court today holds that credit repair organizations can 
escape suit by providing in their take-it-or-leave-it contracts 
that arbitration will serve as the parties’ sole dispute-
resolution mechanism. The “right to sue,” the Court ex­
plains, merely connotes the vindication of legal rights, 
whether in court or before an arbitrator. That reading may 
be comprehensible to one trained to “think like a lawyer.” 
But Congress enacted the CROA with vulnerable consumers 
in mind—consumers likely to read the words “right to sue” 
to mean the right to litigate in court, not the obligation to 
submit disputes to binding arbitration. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 95 (2012) 111 

Ginsburg, J., dissenting 

In accord with the Ninth Circuit, I would hold that Con­
gress, in an Act meant to curb deceptive practices, did not 
authorize credit repair organizations to make a false or mis­
leading disclosure—telling consumers of a right they do not, 
in fact, possess. If the Act affords consumers a nonwaivable 
right to sue in court, as I believe it does, a credit repair 
organization cannot retract that right by making arbitration 
the consumer’s sole recourse. 

I 

CompuCredit Corporation marketed a credit card to con­
sumers with weak credit ratings. It did so through massive 
direct-mail and Internet solicitations, urging recipients to ac­
quire a card under the brand name Aspire Visa, and thereby 
“rebuild poor credit” and “improve [their] credit rating.” 
App. 40, Complaint ¶11 (internal quotation marks omitted). 
Plaintiffs, individuals who applied for and received Compu­
Credit’s card, sought redress for multiple violations of the 
CROA. 

Their complaint alleged that CompuCredit’s promotional 
materials told potential customers that no deposit would be 
required, and that cardholders would receive, upfront, a 
credit line of $300. In fact, plaintiffs asserted, they were 
charged an initial finance fee of $29, a monthly fee of $6.50, 
and an annual fee of $150, assessed immediately against the 
$300 limit. In the aggregate, plaintiffs calculated, fees 
charged the first year amounted to $257. CompuCredit’s fee 
exactions did appear in the promotional materials: in small 
print, buried amidst other information, and removed from 
the clearer representation that no deposit would be required. 
Id., at 40–41, ¶¶12–13. Far from improving their credit rat­
ing, plaintiffs complained, CompuCredit knew that its card, 
saddled with these fees, “would not provide any meaningful 
assistance whatsoever with regard to rebuilding credit and 
improving a credit rating.” Id., at 48, ¶41(b). Further­
more, plaintiffs stated, CompuCredit did not provide them 
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with the written disclosures of their rights required by the 
CROA. Id., at 42, ¶23. 

Seeking damages for the alleged violations, along with at­
torneys’ fees, plaintiffs requested class certification. In the 
District Court and Court of Appeals, they successfully re­
sisted CompuCredit’s motion to compel arbitration pursuant 
to a form contract that barred class proceedings.1 This 
Court, however, interprets the CROA to permit Compu­
Credit’s demand that plaintiffs proceed, if at all, before an 
arbitrator.2 I read the governing statute differently. 

II 

Three sections of the CROA, considered together, indicate 
Congress’ intention to preclude mandatory, creditor-imposed, 
arbitration of CROA claims. See 15 U. S. C. §§ 1679c(a), 
1679g, and 1679f. Before entering into any consumer con­
tract, credit repair organizations must give potential cus­
tomers a written statement of rights they possess under 
that Act and related consumer-protection laws. § 1679c(a). 
Congress dictated every word of the required notification. 
Credit repair organizations must tell consumers, in plain 
terms, how they may enforce their rights: “You have a right 
to sue a credit repair organization that violates the [CROA].” 
Ibid. (internal quotation marks omitted). 

1 The contract signed by cardholders did not itself require arbitration. 
Rather, it incorporated by reference an “enclosed insert” providing that 
all disputes would be resolved by arbitration at the discretion of Compu-
Credit or the cardholder. App. 61–63. 

2 CompuCredit’s form contract specified that arbitration was to occur 
under the auspices of the National Arbitration Forum (NAF). In 2009, 
after the Attorney General of Minnesota filed an action alleging that NAF 
had engaged in numerous violations of consumer-protection laws, NAF 
entered into a consent decree barring it from handling consumer arbitra­
tions. See Press Release, Lori Swanson, Attorney General of Minnesota, 
National Arbitration Forum Barred From Credit Card and Consumer Ar­
bitrations Under Agreement With Attorney General Swanson (July 19, 
2009). 
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The “right to sue” refers to the claim for relief Congress 
afforded consumers in § 1679g. “Any person” who violates 
another’s rights under the CROA “shall be liable” for actual 
damages and attorneys’ fees, and may be liable for punitive 
damages as well. § 1679g(a)(1)–(3). The Act sets out the 
factors “the court shall consider” in determining the amount 
of punitive damages “the court may allow” aggrieved 
consumers to recover, either individually or as a class. 
§ 1679g(a)(2) and (b). The liability created here, in § 1679g, 
is precisely what the consumer, in light of § 1679c, may sue 
to enforce. 

The Act renders void and unenforceable “[a]ny waiver by 
any consumer of any protection provided by or any right 
of the consumer under this subchapter.” § 1679f (emphasis 
added).3 The rights listed in § 1679c(a) rendered nonwaiv­
able by § 1679f are the “right to sue” and the “right to cancel 
[a] contract . . . for any reason within 3 business days from 
the date [the consumer] signed it.” 4 

The question on which this case turns is what Congress 
meant when it created a nonwaivable “right to sue.” Recall 
that Congress’ target audience in the CROA is not composed 

3 Section 1679f(a), omitted from the Court’s statutory appendix, ante, at 
105–108, provides in full: 

“Any waiver by any consumer of any protection provided by or any 
right of the consumer under this subchapter— 

“(1) shall be treated as void; and 
“(2) may not be enforced by any Federal or State court or any other 

person.” 
4 Two provisions, although described by § 1679c(a) as consumer 

“right[s],” are not rendered nonwaivable by § 1679f because they are not 
“right[s] . . . under this subchapter.” Rather, the “right to dispute inaccu­
rate information in your credit report” and the “right to obtain a copy of 
your credit report” referred to in § 1679c(a) are rights conferred elsewhere 
in the U. S. Code. See §§ 1681i(a), 1681j. Section 1679f also makes non­
waivable the “protection[s] provided . . . under this subchapter” (emphasis 
added); these protections include the prohibition of certain business prac­
tices, see § 1679b, and the provision, in writing, of certain contractual 
terms and conditions, see § 1679d. 
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of lawyers and judges accustomed to nuanced reading of 
statutory texts, but laypersons who receive a disclosure 
statement in the mail. Recall, as well, Congress’ findings 
that these individuals are often “of limited economic means 
and . . . inexperienced in credit matters.” § 1679(a)(2). At­
tributing little importance to this context, the Court con­
strues the right to sue as “the legal right, enforceable in 
court, to recover damages . . . without regard to whether the 
suit in court has to be preceded by an arbitration proceed­
ing.” Ante, at 103. I read Congress’ words without that 
sophisticated gloss: The right to sue, I would hold, means the 
right to litigate in court. 

The Court is quite right in recognizing that consumers 
“have the legal right, enforceable in court, to recover dam­
ages from credit repair organizations that violate the 
CROA.” Ibid. But the Court is quite wrong, as I see it, 
to characterize as merely “imprecise,” ibid., Congress’ fail­
ure to include the caveat that access to court may be condi­
tioned upon an anterior arbitration. The “right to sue” may 
well be “a colloquial method of communicating to consum­
ers.” See ibid. But it surely is not colloquially understood 
by recipients of the required disclosures as the right, not to 
adjudicate in court, but only to seek, or defend against, court 
enforcement of an award rendered by the arbitrator chosen 
by the credit repair organization. Few, if any, credit repair 
customers would equate the “right to sue,” § 1679c(a), with 
the extremely limited judicial review given to an arbitrator’s 
award, see, e. g., Hall Street Associates, L. L. C. v. Mattel, 
Inc., 552 U. S. 576, 586–589 (2008). 

The Court discounts the references to “action,” “class ac­
tion,” and “court” in § 1679g, the provision that “create[s]” 
the consumers’ claim for relief. See ante, at 100. Despite 
similar statutory language, the Court observes, we have en­
forced arbitration agreements to settle disputes arising 
under other Acts of Congress. The CROA, however, is dis­
tinguished by its disclosure requirements, prime among 
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them, the obligation imposed on the credit repair organiza­
tion to inform potential customers they “have a right to sue” 
an organization that violates the Act. § 1679c(a). Yet the 
Court refuses to read this language in concert with § 1679g, 
notwithstanding our frequent acknowledgment that “a stat­
ute is to be read as a whole, since the meaning of statutory 
language . . . depends on context.” King v. St. Vincent’s 
Hospital, 502 U. S. 215, 221 (1991) (citation omitted). As 
just explained, I believe Congress meant what an ordinary 
reader of the disclosure requirement would likely compre­
hend: A credit repair organization that engages in deceptive 
practices may be sued in court. 

Reducing the required disclosure to insignificance, see 
ante, at 99–100, the Court’s construction of the CROA scarcely 
advances the Act’s goals. Congress aimed to ensure pro­
spective customers “are provided with the information nec­
essary to make an informed decision,” and also to “protect 
the public from unfair or deceptive advertising and business 
practices.” 15 U. S. C. § 1679(b). The Court’s interpreta­
tion, however, enables the very deception Congress sought 
to suppress. Today’s decision permits credit repair organi­
zations to deny consumers, through fine print in a contract, 
an important right whose disclosure is decreed in the U. S. 
Code. 

This unfortunate result is not compelled by our prece­
dents. The Court cites three decisions for the proposition, 
by now uncontroversial, that the mere existence of a statu­
tory right of action does not preclude agreements to arbi­
trate disputes. See ante, at 101 (citing Gilmer v. Interstate/ 
Johnson Lane Corp., 500 U. S. 20, 28 (1991); Shearson/Amer­
ican Express Inc. v. McMahon, 482 U. S. 220, 240 (1987); and 
Mitsubishi Motors Corp. v. Soler Chrysler-Plymouth, Inc., 
473 U. S. 614, 637 (1985)). As the Court acknowledges, ante, 
at 101, none of the statutes at issue in those cases contained a 
nonwaiver clause analogous to § 1679f. Yet the presence of 
such a clause would not have affected the outcome, the Court 
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maintains; a nonwaiver provision would not have precluded 
arbitration because the statutes conferred no underlying 
right to proceed in court. 

Precisely the point: The CROA differs from the statutes 
we have construed in the past in just that respect. The Act 
does not merely create a claim for relief. It designates that 
claim as an action entailing a “right to sue”; mandates that 
consumers be informed, prior to entering any contract, of 
that right; and precludes the waiver of any “right” conferred 
by the Act. Neither Gilmer, McMahon, nor Mitsubishi 
construed a statute of a similar order.5 

III 

The Court’s final point is that, elsewhere, Congress has 
spoken with particular clarity in guaranteeing a judicial 
forum and proscribing arbitration, but here, it did not do so. 
The two statutes the Court cites as exemplary postdate the 
CROA’s enactment by 14 and 6 years, respectively. (A third 
merely delegates regulatory authority over certain arbitra­
tion agreements.) See ante, at 103–104. Notably, these re­
cent statutes were framed following a string of this Court’s 
decisions compelling arbitration pursuant to contractual stip­
ulations.6 Our decisions have increasingly alerted Congress 
to the utility of drafting antiwaiver prescriptions with metic­
ulous care. But the Congress that drafted the CROA was 
not similarly stimulated, and we cannot fairly assess that 

5 “[I]f one believes [the CROA] . . . establishes a nonwaivable right to 
initial judicial enforcement,” the Court states, “one must also believe that 
it establishes a nonwaivable right to initial judicial enforcement in any 
competent judicial tribunal.” Ante, at 102. In Sportin’ Life’s words, “it 
ain’t necessarily so.” While there is good reason to believe Congress 
cared about the institutional location of consumers’ suits under the 
CROA, there is no reason to think Congress sought to disturb the personal 
jurisdiction and venue rules that determine in which court a civil action 
may be brought. 

6 See Brief for American Association for Justice as Amicus Curiae 12, 
and n. 5 (listing arbitration decisions since the CROA’s enactment). 
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enactment in the light of subsequent legislative responses to 
developments unknown to the CROA’s drafters. Cf. United 
States v. Price, 361 U. S. 304, 313 (1960) (“[T]he views of a 
subsequent Congress form a hazardous basis for inferring 
the intent of an earlier one.”). 

Beyond question, the Federal Arbitration Act, “standing 
alone,” favors the enforcement of arbitration agreements. 
McMahon, 482 U. S., at 226. To depart from that rule, 
however, Congress need not employ “magic words.” See Tr. 
of Oral Arg. 6. In determining whether the Arbitration 
Act’s general rule has been displaced by another statutory 
prescription, it remains our responsibility to examine care­
fully “the text of the [statute], its legislative history,” and 
Congress’ “underlying purposes.” Gilmer, 500 U. S., at 26 
(citing McMahon, 482 U. S., at 227). See also 14 Penn Plaza 
LLC v. Pyett, 556 U. S. 247, 258 (2009) (arbitration agree­
ments will be enforced “unless Congress itself has evinced 
an intention to preclude a waiver of judicial remedies for the 
statutory rights at issue” (quoting Gilmer, 500 U. S., at 26, 
in turn quoting Mitsubishi, 473 U. S., at 628)). No “unmis­
takably clear” statement is necessary to proscribe the arbi­
tration clause CompuCredit seeks to enforce. 

* * * 

The CROA mandates that potential customers shall be 
told of their “right to sue a credit repair organization” 
for damages arising from deceptive practices. 15 U. S. C. 
§ 1679c(a). But CompuCredit’s adhesion contract provided 
that consumers would “not have the right to go to court.” 
App. 61 (capitalization omitted). Congress’ direction must 
prevail over CompuCredit’s opposing declaration. Accord­
ingly, I would affirm the judgment of the Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. 
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Syllabus 

MINNECI et al. v. POLLARD et al. 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–1104. Argued November 1, 2011—Decided January 10, 2012 

Respondent Pollard sought damages from employees at a privately run 
federal prison in California, claiming that they had deprived him of ade­
quate medical care in violation of the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition 
against cruel and unusual punishment. The Federal District Court dis­
missed the complaint, ruling that the Eighth Amendment does not imply 
an action under Bivens v. Six Unknown Fed. Narcotics Agents, 403 
U. S. 388, against a privately managed prison’s personnel. The Ninth 
Circuit reversed. 

Held: Because in the circumstance of this case, state tort law authorizes 
adequate alternative damages actions—providing both significant de­
terrence and compensation—no Bivens remedy can be implied here. 
Pp. 122−131. 

(a) Wilkie v. Robbins, 551 U. S. 537, fairly summarizes the basic con­
siderations the Court applies here. In deciding whether to recognize a 
Bivens remedy, a court must first ask “whether any alternative, existing 
process for protecting the [constitutionally recognized] interest amounts 
to a convincing reason for the Judicial Branch to refrain from providing 
a new and freestanding” damages remedy. Even absent an alternative, 
“a Bivens remedy is a subject of judgment: ‘the federal courts must 
make the kind of remedial determination that is appropriate for a 
common-law tribunal, paying particular heed . . . to any special factors 
counselling hesitation before authorizing a new kind of federal litiga­
tion.’ ” Id., at 550. In Bivens itself, the Court held that the Fourth 
Amendment implicitly authorized a court to order federal agents to pay 
damages to a person injured by the agents’ violation of the Amend­
ment’s strictures, 403 U. S., at 389, noting that the Fourth Amendment 
prohibited conduct that state law might permit, id., at 392–393, and that 
the interests protected on the one hand by state “trespass” and “inva­
sion of privacy” laws and on the other hand by the Fourth Amendment 
“may be inconsistent or even hostile,” id., at 394. It also stated that 
“[h]istorically, damages have been regarded as the ordinary remedy for 
an invasion of personal interests in liberty,” id., at 395, and found “no 
special factors counselling hesitation in the absence of affirmative action 
by Congress,” id., at 396. Bivens actions were allowed in Davis v. 
Passman, 442 U. S. 228, for a Fifth Amendment due process claim in­
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volving gender-based employment discrimination, and in Carlson v. 
Green, 446 U. S. 14, for an Eighth Amendment claim based on federal 
government officials’ “deliberat[e] indifferen[ce]” to a federal prisoner’s 
medical needs, id., at 16, n. 1, 17. Since Carlson, this Court has de­
clined to imply a Bivens action in several different instances. See, e. g., 
Bush v. Lucas, 462 U. S. 367; Correctional Services Corp. v. Malesko, 
534 U. S. 61. 

Applying Wilkie’s approach here, Pollard cannot assert a Bivens 
claim, primarily because his Eighth Amendment claim focuses on a kind 
of conduct that typically falls within the scope of traditional state tort 
law. And in the case of a privately employed defendant, state tort law 
provides an “alternative, existing process” capable of protecting the con­
stitutional interests at stake. Wilkie, 551 U. S., at 550. The existence 
of that alternative remedy constitutes a “convincing reason for the Judi­
cial Branch to refrain from providing a new and freestanding” damages 
remedy. Ibid. Pp. 122−126. 

(b) Pollard’s contrary arguments are rejected. First, he claims that 
Carlson authorizes an Eighth Amendment-based Bivens action here, 
but Carlson involved Government, not privately employed, personnel. 
The potential existence of an adequate “alternative, existing process” 
differs dramatically for public and private employees, as prisoners ordi­
narily can bring state tort actions against private employees, but not 
against public ones. Second, Pollard’s argument that this Court should 
consider only whether federal laws provide adequate alternative reme­
dies because of the “vagaries” of state tort law, Carlson, supra, at 23, 
was rejected in Malesko, supra, at 72−73. Third, Pollard claims that 
state tort law does not provide remedies adequate to protect the consti­
tutional interests at issue here, but California, like every other State 
(as far as the Court is aware), has tort law that provides for negligence 
actions for claims such as his. That the state law may prove less gener­
ous than would a Bivens action does not render the state law inade­
quate, and state remedies and a potential Bivens remedy need not be 
perfectly congruent. Fourth, Pollard argues that there may be similar 
Eighth Amendment claims that state tort law does not cover, but he 
offers no supporting cases. The possibility of a future case, where an 
Eighth Amendment claim or state law differs significantly from those 
at issue, provides insufficient grounds for reaching a different conclusion 
here. Pp. 126−131. 

607 F. 3d 583 and 629 F. 3d 843, reversed. 

Breyer, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, Alito, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., 
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joined. Scalia, J., filed a concurring opinion, in which Thomas, J., joined, 
post, p. 131. Ginsburg, J., filed a dissenting opinion, post, p. 132. 

Jonathan S. Franklin argued the cause for petitioners and 
The GEO Group, Inc., respondent under this Court’s Rule 
12.6 in support of petitioners. With him on the briefs was 
Mark Emery. 

Pratik A. Shah argued the cause for the United States as 
amicus curiae urging reversal. With him on the brief were 
Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney General 
West, Leondra R. Kruger, Barbara L. Herwig, and Howard 
S. Scher. 

John F. Preis argued the cause for respondent Pollard. 
With him on the brief were Brian Wolfman and Scott L. 
Nelson.* 

Justice Breyer delivered the opinion of the Court. 

The question is whether we can imply the existence of an 
Eighth Amendment-based damages action (a Bivens action) 
against employees of a privately operated federal prison. 
See generally Bivens v. Six Unknown Fed. Narcotics 
Agents, 403 U. S. 388, 389 (1971) (“[V]iolation of [the Fourth 
Amendment] by a federal agent . . . gives rise to a cause of 
action for damages” against a Federal Government em­
ployee). Because we believe that in the circumstances 
present here state tort law authorizes adequate alternative 
damages actions—actions that provide both significant de­
terrence and compensation—we cannot do so. See Wilkie 
v. Robbins, 551 U. S. 537, 550 (2007) (no Bivens action 

*R. Matthew Cairns, Raymond A. Cardozo, and David J. de Jesus filed 
a brief for DRI as amicus curiae urging reversal. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the American 
Civil Liberties Union et al. by Mark H. Lynch, Steven R. Shapiro, David 
C. Fathi, Steven Banks, and John Boston; for Law Professors by Matthew 
S. Hellman and Alexander A. Reinert and Lumen N. Mulligan, both 
pro se; and for the United Mexican States by Joshua Karsh. 
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where “alternative, existing” processes provide adequate 
protection). 

I 

Richard Lee Pollard was a prisoner at a federal facility 
operated by a private company, the Wackenhut Corrections 
Corporation. In 2002 he filed a pro se complaint in federal 
court against several Wackenhut employees, who (now) 
include a security officer, a food-services supervisor, and sev­
eral members of the medical staff. As the Federal Magis­
trate Judge interpreted Pollard’s complaint, he claimed that 
these employees had deprived him of adequate medical care, 
had thereby violated the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition 
against “cruel and unusual” punishment, and had caused him 
injury. He sought damages. 

Pollard said that a year earlier he had slipped on a cart 
left in the doorway of the prison’s butcher shop. The prison 
medical staff took X rays, thought he might have fractured 
both elbows, brought him to an outside clinic for further or­
thopedic evaluation, and subsequently arranged for surgery. 
In particular, Pollard claimed: 

(1) Despite his having told a prison guard that he could 
not extend his arm, the guard forced him to put on a jump­
suit (to travel to the outside clinic), causing him “the most 
excruciating pain,” App. 32; 

(2) During several visits to the outside clinic, prison 
guards made Pollard wear arm restraints that were con­
nected in a way that caused him continued pain; 

(3) Prison medical (and other) personnel failed to follow 
the outside clinic’s instructions to put Pollard’s left elbow in 
a posterior splint, failed to provide necessary physical ther­
apy, and failed to conduct necessary studies, including nerve 
conduction studies; 

(4) At times when Pollard’s arms were in casts or similarly 
disabled, prison officials failed to make alternative arrange­
ments for him to receive meals, with the result that (to avoid 
“being humiliated” in the general food service area, id., at 
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35) Pollard had to auction off personal items to obtain funds 
to buy food at the commissary; 

(5) Prison officials deprived him of basic hygienic care to 
the point where he could not bathe for two weeks; 

(6) Prison medical staff provided him with insufficient 
medicine, to the point where he was in pain and could not 
sleep; and 

(7) Prison officials forced him to return to work before his 
injuries had healed. 

After concluding that the Eighth Amendment did not pro­
vide for a Bivens action against a privately managed prison’s 
personnel, the Magistrate Judge recommended that the Dis­
trict Court dismiss Pollard’s complaint. The District Court 
did so. But on appeal the Ninth Circuit found that the 
Eighth Amendment provided Pollard with a Bivens action, 
and it reversed the District Court. Pollard v. The GEO 
Group, Inc., 607 F. 3d 583, 603, as amended, 629 F. 3d 843, 
868 (2010). 

The defendants sought certiorari. And, in light of a split 
among the Courts of Appeals, we granted the petition. 
Compare ibid. (finding an Eighth Amendment Bivens action 
where prisoner sues employees of a privately operated fed­
eral prison) with, e. g., Alba v. Montford, 517 F. 3d 1249, 
1254–1256 (CA11 2008) (no Bivens action available), and 
Holly v. Scott, 434 F. 3d 287, 288 (CA4 2006) (same). 

II 

Recently, in Wilkie v. Robbins, supra, we rejected a claim 
that the Fifth Amendment impliedly authorized a Bivens ac­
tion that would permit landowners to obtain damages from 
government officials who unconstitutionally interfere with 
their exercise of property rights. After reviewing the 
Court’s earlier Bivens cases, the Court stated: 

“[T]he decision whether to recognize a Bivens remedy 
may require two steps. In the first place, there is the 
question whether any alternative, existing process for 
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protecting the [constitutionally recognized] interest 
amounts to a convincing reason for the Judicial Branch 
to refrain from providing a new and freestanding rem­
edy in damages. . . . But even in the absence of an al­
ternative, a Bivens remedy is a subject of judgment: 
‘the federal courts must make the kind of remedial 
determination that is appropriate for a common-law 
tribunal, paying particular heed, however, to any special 
factors counselling hesitation before authorizing a new 
kind of federal litigation.’ ” 551 U. S., at 550 (quoting 
Bush v. Lucas, 462 U. S. 367, 378 (1983)). 

These standards seek to reflect and to reconcile the Court’s 
reasoning set forth in earlier cases. In Bivens itself the 
Court held that the Fourth Amendment implicitly author­
ized a court to order federal agents to pay damages to a 
person injured by the agents’ violation of the Amendment’s 
constitutional strictures. 403 U. S., at 389. The Court 
noted that “ ‘where federally protected rights have been in­
vaded,’ ” courts can “ ‘adjust their remedies so as to grant 
the necessary relief.’ ” Id., at 392 (quoting Bell v. Hood, 
327 U. S. 678, 684 (1946)). See also Correctional Services 
Corp. v. Malesko, 534 U. S. 61, 66 (2001) (“authority to imply 
a new constitutional tort” anchored within general “ ‘aris­
ing under’ ” jurisdiction). It pointed out that the Fourth 
Amendment prohibited, among other things, conduct that 
state law might permit (such as the conduct at issue in that 
very case). Bivens, 403 U. S., at 392–393. It added that 
the interests protected on the one hand by state “trespass” 
and “invasion of privacy” laws and on the other hand by the 
Fourth Amendment’s guarantees “may be inconsistent or 
even hostile.” Id., at 394. It stated that “[h]istorically, 
damages have been regarded as the ordinary remedy for an 
invasion of personal interests in liberty.” Id., at 395. And 
it found “no special factors counselling hesitation in the ab­
sence of affirmative action by Congress.” Id., at 396. 
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In Davis v. Passman, 442 U. S. 228 (1979), the Court con­
sidered a former congressional employee’s claim for damages 
suffered as a result of her employer’s unconstitutional dis­
crimination based on gender. The Court found a damages 
action implicit in the Fifth Amendment’s Due Process 
Clause. Id., at 248–249. In doing so, the Court emphasized 
the unavailability of “other alternative forms of judicial re­
lief.” Id., at 245. And the Court noted that there was “no 
evidence” that Congress (or the Constitution) intended to 
foreclose such a remedy. Id., at 247. 

In Carlson v. Green, 446 U. S. 14 (1980), the Court consid­
ered a claim for damages brought by the estate of a federal 
prisoner who (the estate said) had died as the result of Gov­
ernment officials’ “deliberat[e] indifferen[ce]” to his medical 
needs—indifference that violated the Eighth Amendment. 
Id., at 16, n. 1, 17 (citing Estelle v. Gamble, 429 U. S. 97 
(1976)). The Court implied an action for damages from the 
Eighth Amendment. 446 U. S., at 17–18. It noted that 
state law offered the particular plaintiff no meaningful dam­
ages remedy. Id., at 17, n. 4. Although the estate might 
have brought a damages claim under the Federal Tort 
Claims Act, the defendant in any such lawsuit was the em­
ployer, namely, the United States, not the individual officers 
who had committed the violation. Id., at 21. A damages 
remedy against an individual officer, the Court added, would 
prove a more effective deterrent. Ibid. And, rather than 
leave compensation to the “vagaries” of state tort law, a fed­
eral Bivens action would provide “uniform rules.” 446 
U. S., at 23. 

Since Carlson, the Court has had to decide in several dif­
ferent instances whether to imply a Bivens action. And in 
each instance it has decided against the existence of such an 
action. These instances include: 

(1) A federal employee’s claim that his federal employer 
dismissed him in violation of the First Amendment, Bush, 
supra, at 386–388 (congressionally created federal civil serv­
ice procedures provide meaningful redress); 
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(2) A claim by military personnel that military superiors 
violated various constitutional provisions, Chappell v. Wal­
lace, 462 U. S. 296, 298–300 (1983) (special factors related to 
the military counsel against implying a Bivens action), see 
also United States v. Stanley, 483 U. S. 669, 683–684 (1987) 
(similar); 

(3) A claim by recipients of Social Security disability bene­
fits that benefits had been denied in violation of the Fifth 
Amendment, Schweiker v. Chilicky, 487 U. S. 412, 414, 425 
(1988) (elaborate administrative scheme provides meaningful 
alternative remedy); 

(4) A former bank employee’s suit against a federal bank­
ing agency, claiming that he lost his job due to agency action 
that violated the Fifth Amendment’s Due Process Clause, 
FDIC v. Meyer, 510 U. S. 471, 484–486 (1994) (no Bivens ac­
tions against government agencies rather than particular in­
dividuals who act unconstitutionally); 

(5) A prisoner’s Eighth Amendment-based suit against a 
private corporation that managed a federal prison, Malesko, 
534 U. S., at 70–73 (to permit suit against the employer-
corporation would risk skewing relevant incentives; at the 
same time, the ability of a prisoner to bring state tort law 
damages action against private individual defendants means 
that the prisoner does not “lack effective remedies,” id., 
at 72). 

Although the Court, in reaching its decisions, has not al­
ways similarly emphasized the same aspects of the cases, 
Wilkie fairly summarizes the basic considerations that un­
derlie those decisions. 551 U. S., at 550. We consequently 
apply its approach here. And we conclude that Pollard can­
not assert a Bivens claim. 

That is primarily because Pollard’s Eighth Amendment 
claim focuses upon a kind of conduct that typically falls 
within the scope of traditional state tort law. And in the 
case of a privately employed defendant, state tort law pro­
vides an “alternative, existing process” capable of protecting 
the constitutional interests at stake. 551 U. S., at 550. The 
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existence of that alternative here constitutes a “convincing 
reason for the Judicial Branch to refrain from providing a 
new and freestanding remedy in damages.” Ibid. Our rea­
soning is best understood if we set forth and explain why we 
reject Pollard’s arguments to the contrary. 

III 

Pollard (together with supporting amici) asks us to imply 
a Bivens action for four basic reasons—none of which we 
find convincing. First, Pollard argues that this Court has 
already decided in Carlson that a federal prisoner may bring 
an Eighth Amendment-based Bivens action against prison 
personnel; and we need do no more than simply apply Carl­
son’s holding here. Carlson, however, was a case in which 
a federal prisoner sought damages from personnel employed 
by the government, not personnel employed by a private 
firm. 446 U. S., at 25. And for present purposes that fact— 
of employment status—makes a critical difference. 

For one thing, the potential existence of an adequate “al­
ternative, existing process” differs dramatically in the two 
sets of cases. Prisoners ordinarily cannot bring state-law 
tort actions against employees of the Federal Government. 
See 28 U. S. C. §§ 2671, 2679(b)(1) (Westfall Act) (substituting 
United States as defendant in tort action against federal em­
ployee); Osborn v. Haley, 549 U. S. 225, 238, 241 (2007) (West­
fall Act immunizes federal employee through removal and 
substitution of United States as defendant). But prisoners 
ordinarily can bring state-law tort actions against employees 
of a private firm. Infra, at 128–129. 

For another thing, the Court specifically rejected Justice 
Stevens’ somewhat similar suggestion in his dissenting opin­
ion in Malesko, namely, that a prisoner’s suit against a pri­
vate prison-management firm should fall within Carlson’s 
earlier holding because such a firm, like a federal employee, 
is a “federal agent.” Compare Malesko, 534 U. S., at 70, and 
n. 4 (majority opinion), with id., at 76–77, 82 (dissenting opin­
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ion). In rejecting the dissent’s suggestion, the Court ex­
plained that the context in Malesko was “fundamentally dif­
ferent” from the contexts at issue in earlier cases, including 
Carlson. 534 U. S., at 70. That difference, the Court said, 
reflected in part the nature of the defendant, i. e., a corporate 
employer rather than an individual employee, ibid., and in 
part reflected the existence of alternative “effective” state 
tort remedies, id., at 72–73. This last-mentioned factor 
makes it difficult to square Pollard’s argument with Males­
ko’s reasoning. 

Second, Pollard argues that, because of the “vagaries” of 
state tort law, Carlson, 446 U. S., at 23, we should consider 
only whether federal law provides adequate alternative rem­
edies. See id., at 18–19, 23 (considering adequacy of federal 
remedies); see also, e. g., Schweiker, supra, at 423 (similar); 
Bush, 462 U. S., at 378 (similar). But cf. Carlson, supra, at 
24 (“ ‘[R]elevant Indiana statute would not permit survival 
of the [state tort] claim’ ”). This argument flounders, how­
ever, on the fact that the Court rejected it in Malesko. 
Compare 534 U. S., at 72–73 (majority opinion), with id., at 
79–80 (Stevens, J., dissenting) (making similar suggestion). 
State tort law, after all, can help to deter constitutional viola­
tions as well as to provide compensation to a violation’s vic­
tim. And it is consequently unsurprising that several cases 
have considered the adequacy or inadequacy of state-law 
remedies when determining whether to imply a Bivens rem­
edy. See, e. g., Bivens, 403 U. S., at 394 (state tort law “in­
consistent or even hostile” to Fourth Amendment); Davis, 
442 U. S., at 245, n. 23 (noting no state-law remedy available); 
cf. Malesko, supra, at 70 (noting that the Court has implied 
Bivens action only where any alternative remedy against in­
dividual officers was “nonexistent” or where plaintiff “lacked 
any alternative remedy” at all). 

Third, Pollard argues that state tort law does not provide 
remedies adequate to protect the constitutional interests at 
issue here. Pollard’s claim, however, is a claim for physical 
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or related emotional harm suffered as a result of aggravated 
instances of the kind of conduct that state tort law typically 
forbids. That claim arose in California, where state tort law 
provides for ordinary negligence actions, for actions based 
upon “want of ordinary care or skill,” for actions for “negli­
gent failure to diagnose or treat,” and for actions based upon 
the failure of one with a custodial duty to care for another 
to protect that other from “ ‘unreasonable risk of physical 
harm.’ ” See Cal. Civ. Code Ann. §§ 1714(a), 1714.8(a) (West 
2009 and Supp. 2012); Giraldo v. Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation, 168 Cal. App. 4th 231, 248, 85 Cal. Rptr. 
3d 371, 384 (2008) (quoting Haworth v. State, 60 Haw. 557, 
563, 592 P. 2d 820, 824 (1979)). California courts have spe­
cifically applied this law to jailers, including private opera­
tors of prisons. Giraldo, supra, at 252, 85 Cal. Rptr. 3d, at 
387 (“[J]ailers owe prisoners a duty of care to protect them 
from foreseeable harm”); see also Lawson v. Superior Ct., 
180 Cal. App. 4th 1372, 1389–1390, 1397, 103 Cal. Rptr. 3d 
834, 849–850, 855 (2010) (same). 

Moreover, California’s tort law basically reflects general 
principles of tort law present, as far as we can tell, in the 
law of every State. See Restatement (Second) of Torts 
§§ 314A(4), 320 (1963–1964). We have found specific author­
ity indicating that state law imposes general tort duties of 
reasonable care (including medical care) on prison employees 
in every one of the eight States where privately managed 
secure federal facilities are currently located. See Dept. 
of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons, Weekly Population 
Report (Dec 22, 2011), http://www.bop.gov/locations/weekly_ 
report.jsp (listing States) (as visited Dec. 29, 2011, and avail­
able in Clerk of Court’s case file); Thomas v. Williams, 105 
Ga. App. 321, 326, 124 S. E. 2d 409, 412–413 (1962) (In Geor­
gia, “ ‘sheriff owes to a prisoner placed in his custody a duty 
to keep the prisoner safely and free from harm, to render 
him medical aid when necessary, and to treat him humanely 
and refrain from oppressing him’ ”); Giraldo, supra, at 248, 
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85 Cal. Rptr. 3d, at 384 (California, same); Farmer v. State 
ex rel. Russell, 224 Miss. 96, 105, 79 So. 2d 528, 531 (1955) 
(Mississippi, same); Doe v. Albuquerque, 96 N. M. 433, 438, 
631 P. 2d 728, 733 (App. 1981) (New Mexico, same); Multiple 
Claimants v. North Carolina Dept. of Health and Human 
Servs., 176 N. C. App. 278, 280, 626 S. E. 2d 666, 668 (2006) 
(North Carolina, same); Clemets v. Heston, 20 Ohio App. 3d 
132, 135–136, 485 N. E. 2d 287, 291 (1985) (Ohio, same); Wil­
liams v. Syed, 782 A. 2d 1090, 1093–1094 (Pa. Commw. 2001) 
(Pennsylvania, same); Salazar v. Collins, 255 S. W. 3d 191, 
198–200 (Tex. App. 2008) (Texas, same); see also Schellenger, 
14 A. L. R. 2d 353, § 2[a] (Later Case Service and Supp. 2011) 
(same). But cf. Miss. Code Ann. § 11–46–9(1)(m) (Supp. 
2011) (statute forbidding such actions against state—though 
not private—employees); N. Y. Correc. Law Ann. §§ 24 (West 
2003), 121 (2011 Cum. Supp.) (similar). 

We note, as Pollard points out, that state tort law may 
sometimes prove less generous than would a Bivens action, 
say, by capping damages, see Cal. Civ. Code Ann. § 3333.2(b) 
(West 1997), or by forbidding recovery for emotional suffer­
ing unconnected with physical harm, see 629 F. 3d, at 864, or 
by imposing procedural obstacles, say, initially requiring the 
use of expert administrative panels in medical malpractice 
cases, see, e. g., Me. Rev. Stat. Ann., Tit. 24, § 2853 (Supp. 
2010); Mass. Gen. Laws, ch. 231, § 60B (West 2010). But we 
cannot find in this fact sufficient basis to determine state 
law inadequate. 

State-law remedies and a potential Bivens remedy need 
not be perfectly congruent. See Bush, supra, at 388 (admin­
istrative remedies adequate even though they “do not pro­
vide complete relief”). Indeed, federal law as well as state 
law contains limitations. Prisoners bringing federal law­
suits, for example, ordinarily may not seek damages for men­
tal or emotional injury unconnected with physical injury. 
See 42 U. S. C. § 1997e(e). And Bivens actions, even if more 
generous to plaintiffs in some respects, may be less generous 
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in others. For example, to show an Eighth Amendment vio­
lation a prisoner must typically show that a defendant acted, 
not just negligently, but with “deliberate indifference.” 
Farmer v. Brennan, 511 U. S. 825, 834 (1994). And a Bivens 
plaintiff, unlike a state tort law plaintiff, normally could not 
apply principles of respondeat superior and thereby obtain 
recovery from a defendant’s potentially deep-pocketed em­
ployer. See Ashcroft v. Iqbal, 556 U. S. 662, 676 (2009). 

Rather, in principle, the question is whether, in general, 
state tort law remedies provide roughly similar incentives 
for potential defendants to comply with the Eighth Amend­
ment while also providing roughly similar compensation 
to victims of violations. The features of the two kinds of 
actions just mentioned suggest that, in practice, the answer 
to this question is “yes.” And we have found nothing here 
to convince us to the contrary. 

Fourth, Pollard argues that there “may” be similar kinds 
of Eighth Amendment claims that state tort law does not 
cover. But Pollard does not convincingly show that there 
are such cases. Compare Brief for Respondent Pollard 32 
(questioning the availability of state tort remedies for “pris­
oners [who] suffer attacks by other inmates, preventable sui­
cides, or the denial of heat, ventilation or movement”) with 
Giraldo, supra, at 248–249, 85 Cal. Rptr. 3d, at 384–385 
(courts have long held that prison officials must protect, e. g., 
transgender inmate from foreseeable harm by other in­
mates), and Restatement (Second) of Torts §§ 314A(4), 320. 

Regardless, we concede that we cannot prove a negative 
or be totally certain that the features of state tort law rele­
vant here will universally prove to be, or remain, as we have 
described them. Nonetheless, we are certain enough about 
the shape of present law as applied to the kind of case before 
us to leave different cases and different state laws to another 
day. That is to say, we can decide whether to imply a 
Bivens action in a case where an Eighth Amendment claim 
or state law differs significantly from those at issue here 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 118 (2012) 131 

Scalia, J., concurring 

when and if such a case arises. The possibility of such a 
different future case does not provide sufficient grounds for 
reaching a different conclusion here. 

For these reasons, where, as here, a federal prisoner seeks 
damages from privately employed personnel working at a 
privately operated federal prison, where the conduct alleg­
edly amounts to a violation of the Eighth Amendment, and 
where that conduct is of a kind that typically falls within 
the scope of traditional state tort law (such as the conduct 
involving improper medical care at issue here), the prisoner 
must seek a remedy under state tort law. We cannot imply 
a Bivens remedy in such a case. 

The judgment of the Ninth Circuit is reversed. 

So ordered. 

Justice Scalia, with whom Justice Thomas joins, 
concurring. 

I join the opinion of the Court because I agree that a nar­
row interpretation of the rationale of Bivens v. Six Un­
known Fed. Narcotics Agents, 403 U. S. 388 (1971), would 
not cause the holding of that case to apply to the circum­
stances of this case. Even if the narrowest rationale of 
Bivens did apply here, however, I would decline to extend 
its holding. Bivens is “a relic of the heady days in which 
this Court assumed common-law powers to create causes of 
action” by constitutional implication. Correctional Services 
Corp. v. Malesko, 534 U. S. 61, 75 (2001) (Scalia, J., concur­
ring); see also Wilkie v. Robbins, 551 U. S. 537, 568 (2007) 
(Thomas, J., concurring). We have abandoned that power 
in the statutory field, see Alexander v. Sandoval, 532 U. S. 
275, 287 (2001), and we should do the same in the constitu­
tional field, where (presumably) an imagined “implication” 
cannot even be repudiated by Congress. As I have pre­
viously stated, see Malesko, supra, at 75, I would limit 
Bivens and its two follow-on cases (Davis v. Passman, 442 
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U. S. 228 (1979), and Carlson v. Green, 446 U. S. 14 (1980)) to 
the precise circumstances that they involved. 

Justice Ginsburg, dissenting. 
Were Pollard incarcerated in a federal- or state-operated 

facility, he would have a federal remedy for the Eighth 
Amendment violations he alleges. See Carlson v. Green, 
446 U. S. 14 (1980) (Bivens action); Estelle v. Gamble, 429 
U. S. 97 (1976) (42 U. S. C. § 1983 action). For the reasons 
stated in the dissenting opinion I joined in Correctional 
Services Corp. v. Malesko, 534 U. S. 61, 75–83 (2001) (opinion 
of Stevens, J.), I would not deny the same character of relief 
to Pollard, a prisoner placed by federal contract in a pri­
vately operated prison. Pollard may have suffered “aggra­
vated instances” of conduct state tort law forbids, ante, at 
128 (opinion of the Court), but that same aggravated conduct, 
when it is engaged in by official actors,* also offends the Fed­
eral Constitution, see Estelle, 429 U. S., at 105–106. Rather 
than remitting Pollard to the “vagaries” of state tort law, 
Carlson, 446 U. S., at 23, I would hold his injuries, sustained 
while serving a federal sentence, “compensable according to 
uniform rules of federal law,” Bivens v. Six Unknown Fed. 
Narcotics Agents, 403 U. S. 388, 409 (1971) (Harlan, J., con­
curring in judgment). 

Indeed, there is stronger cause for providing a federal 
remedy in this case than there was in Malesko. There, the 
question presented was whether a Bivens action lies against 
a private corporation that manages a facility housing fed­
eral prisoners. 534 U. S., at 63. Suing a corporate em­
ployer, the majority observed in Malesko, would not 
serve to deter individual officers from conduct transgressing 
constitutional limitations on their authority. Id., at 70–71. 

*The Ninth Circuit ruled that petitioners acted under color of federal 
law, Pollard v. The GEO Group, Inc., 629 F. 3d 843, 854 (2010), and peti­
tioners did not seek this Court’s review of that determination, see Brief 
for Petitioners 37, n. 8. 
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Individual deterrence, the Court reminded, was the consider­
ation central to the Bivens decision. Malesko, 534 U. S., at 
70. Noting the availability of state tort remedies, the ma­
jority in Malesko declined to “exten[d] Bivens beyond 
[that decision’s] core premise,” i. e., deterring individual 
officers. Id., at 71–73. Pollard’s case, in contrast, involves 
Bivens’ core concern: His suit seeking damages directly from 
individual officers would have precisely the deterrent effect 
the Court found absent in Malesko. 

For the reasons stated, I would hold that relief potentially 
available under state tort law does not block Pollard’s re­
course to a federal remedy for the affront to the Constitution 
he suffered. Accordingly, I would affirm the Ninth Cir­
cuit’s judgment. 
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GONZALEZ v. THALER, DIRECTOR, TEXAS DEPART­
MENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE, CORRECTIONAL
 

INSTITUTIONS DIVISION
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ąfth circuit 

No. 10–895. Argued November 2, 2011—Decided January 10, 2012 

After the intermediate state appellate court affirmed his state-court con­
viction, petitioner Gonzalez allowed his time for seeking discretionary 
review with the State’s highest court for criminal appeals to expire. 
Roughly six weeks later, the intermediate state appellate court issued 
its mandate. When Gonzalez subsequently sought federal habeas relief, 
the District Court dismissed Gonzalez’s petition as time barred by the 
1-year statute of limitations in the Antiterrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA). Under 28 U. S. C. § 2244(d)(1)(A), state 
prisoners have one year to file federal habeas petitions running from 
“the date on which the judgment became final by the conclusion of direct 
review or the expiration of the time for seeking such review.” The 
District Court held that Gonzalez’s judgment had become “final” when 
his time for seeking discretionary review in the State’s highest court 
expired, and that running the limitations period from that date, his peti­
tion was untimely. 

Under AEDPA, a habeas petitioner must obtain a certificate of ap­
pealability (COA) to appeal a district court’s final order in a habeas 
proceeding. 28 U. S. C. § 2253(c)(1). The COA may issue only if the 
petitioner has made a “substantial showing of the denial of a constitu­
tional right,” § 2253(c)(2), and “shall indicate which specific issue” satis­
fies that showing, § 2253(c)(3). A Fifth Circuit Judge granted Gonzalez 
a COA on the question whether his petition was timely. The issued 
COA, however, failed to “indicate” a constitutional issue. 

The Fifth Circuit affirmed, holding that Gonzalez’s petition was un­
timely because the limitations period begins to run for petitioners who 
fail to appeal to a State’s highest court when the time for seeking fur­
ther direct review in the state court expires. The Fifth Circuit did 
not mention, and the State did not raise, the § 2253(c)(3) defect. When 
Gonzalez petitioned this Court for review, the State argued for the first 
time that the Fifth Circuit lacked jurisdiction to adjudicate Gonzalez’s 
appeal based on the § 2253(c)(3) defect. 
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Held: 
1. Section 2253(c)(3) is a mandatory but nonjurisdictional rule. A 

COA’s failure to “indicate” a constitutional issue does not deprive a 
Court of Appeals of jurisdiction to adjudicate the appeal. Pp. 140−148. 

(a) A rule is jurisdictional “[i]f the Legislature clearly states that 
a threshold limitation on a statute’s scope shall count as jurisdictional,” 
Arbaugh v. Y & H Corp., 546 U. S. 500, 515. Here, the only clear juris­
dictional language in § 2253(c) appears in § 2253(c)(1). The parties agree 
that § 2253(c)(1)’s plain terms make the issuance of a COA a jurisdic­
tional prerequisite. The parties also agree that § 2253(c)(2), which 
speaks only to when a COA may issue and does not contain § 2253(c)(1)’s 
jurisdictional terms, is nonjurisdictional. It follows that § 2253(c)(3) is 
also nonjurisdictional. Like § 2253(c)(2), it reflects a threshold condition 
for issuing a COA, and “ ‘does not speak in jurisdictional terms or refer 
. . . to the jurisdiction of the [appeals] courts.’ ” Arbaugh, 546 U. S., 
at 515. Jurisdictional treatment also would thwart Congress’ intent in 
AEDPA “to eliminate delays in the federal habeas review process.” 
Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 631, 648. Once a judge has determined 
that a COA is warranted and resources are deployed in briefing and 
argument, the COA has fulfilled its gatekeeping function. Pp. 140−145. 

(b) The State’s contrary arguments are unpersuasive. Section 
2253(c)(3)’s cross-reference to § 2253(c)(1) does not mean § 2253(c)(3) can 
be read as part of § 2253(c)(1), as Congress set off the requirements 
in distinct paragraphs with distinct terms. The word “shall” in 
§ 2253(c)(3), meanwhile, underscores the rule’s mandatory nature, but 
not all mandatory rules are jurisdictional. Nor does § 2253(c)(3)’s mere 
proximity to other jurisdictional provisions turn a rule that speaks in 
nonjurisdictional terms into a jurisdictional hurdle. Finally, the Court 
rejects the State’s attempt to analogize a COA to a notice of appeal. 
Pp. 145−148. 

2. For a state prisoner who does not seek review in a State’s highest 
court, the judgment becomes “final” for purposes of § 2244(d)(1)(A) on 
the date that the time for seeking such review expires. Pp. 148−154. 

(a) In Clay v. United States, 537 U. S. 522, the Court held that a 
federal conviction becomes final “when this Court affirms a conviction 
on the merits on direct review or denies a petition for a writ of certio­
rari,” or, if a petitioner does not seek certiorari, “when the time for 
filing a certiorari petition expires.” Id., at 527. In Jimenez v. Quar­
terman, 555 U. S. 113, the Court adopted Clay’s “most natural read­
ing of the statutory text” in construing “the similar language of 
§ 2244(d)(1)(A).” 555 U. S., at 119. The Court made no mention of 
when Jimenez’s appeal concluded and held that his judgment became 
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final when his time for seeking certiorari expired. Section 2244(d) 
(1)(A) thus consists of two prongs corresponding to two categories of 
petitioners. For petitioners pursuing direct review all the way to this 
Court, the judgment becomes final at the “conclusion of direct review,” 
when this Court affirms a conviction on the merits or denies certiorari. 
For all other petitioners, the judgment becomes final at the “expiration 
of the time for seeking such review,” when the time for pursuing direct 
review in this Court, or in state court, expires. Because Gonzalez did 
not appeal to the State’s highest court, his judgment became final when 
his time for seeking review with that court expired. Pp. 149–150. 

(b) Gonzalez argues that courts should determine both prongs for 
every petitioner who does not seek certiorari, then start the 1-year clock 
from the latest of the two dates. Gonzalez further contends that when 
a petitioner does not seek certiorari, state law should define the “con­
clusion of direct review.” The words “latest of,” however, appear in 
§ 2244(d)(1), not § 2244(d)(1)(A). Nothing in § 2244(d)(1)(A) contem­
plates any conflict between the two prongs or instructs that the later of 
the two shall prevail. Gonzalez’s approach of scouring each State’s laws 
and cases to determine how the State defines finality, moreover, would 
contradict the uniform meaning of “conclusion of direct review” that 
Clay and Jimenez accepted. It will be a rare situation in which a delay 
in the mandate’s issuance is so severe as to prevent a petitioner from 
filing a federal habeas petition within a year or requesting a stay and 
abeyance. Finally, the Court rejects Gonzalez’s alternative argument 
that his petition is timely because it was filed within a year of when his 
time for seeking certiorari review expired. Pp. 150−154. 

623 F. 3d 222, affirmed. 

Sotomayor, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, 
C. J., and Kennedy, Thomas, Ginsburg, Breyer, Alito, and Kagan, 
JJ., joined. Scalia, J., filed a dissenting opinion, post, p. 154. 

Patricia A. Millett argued the cause for petitioner. With 
her on the briefs were J. Carl Cecere and Amit Kurlekar. 

Jonathan F. Mitchell, Solicitor General of Texas, argued 
the cause for respondent. With him on the brief were Greg 
Abbott, Attorney General, James P. Sullivan and Arthur C. 
D’Andrea, Assistant Solicitors General, Daniel T. Hodge, 
First Assistant Attorney General, Don Clemmer, Deputy 
Attorney General, and Edward L. Marshall, Assistant At­
torney General. 
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Ann O’Connell argued the cause for the United States as 
amicus curiae in support of respondent. With her on the 
brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney 
General Breuer, Deputy Solicitor General Dreeben, and 
Scott A. C. Meisler.* 

Justice Sotomayor delivered the opinion of the Court. 

This case interprets two provisions of the Antiterrorism 
and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA). The 
first, 28 U. S. C. § 2253(c), provides that a habeas petitioner 
must obtain a certificate of appealability (COA) to appeal a 
federal district court’s final order in a habeas proceeding. 
§ 2253(c)(1). The COA may issue only if the petitioner has 
made a “substantial showing of the denial of a constitu­
tional right,” § 2253(c)(2), and “shall indicate which specific 
issue” satisfies that showing, § 2253(c)(3). We hold that 
§ 2253(c)(3) is not a jurisdictional requirement. Accordingly, 
a judge’s failure to “indicate” the requisite constitutional 
issue in a COA does not deprive a court of appeals of 
subject-matter jurisdiction to adjudicate the habeas petition­
er’s appeal. 

The second provision, 28 U. S. C. § 2244(d)(1)(A), estab­
lishes a 1-year limitations period for state prisoners to file 
federal habeas petitions, running from “the date on which 
the judgment became final by the conclusion of direct review 
or the expiration of the time for seeking such review.” We 
hold that, for a state prisoner who does not seek review in a 
State’s highest court, the judgment becomes “final” on the 
date that the time for seeking such review expires. 

*Douglas Hallward-Driemeier, Ryan M. Malone, Barbara E. Bergman, 
Peter Goldberger, and Keith A. Findley filed a brief for the National Asso­
ciation of Criminal Defense Lawyers et al. as amici curiae urging 
reversal. 

John W. Whitehead filed a brief for The Rutherford Institute as ami­
cus curiae. 
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I 

Petitioner Rafael Gonzalez was convicted of murder in 
Texas state court. The intermediate state appellate court, 
the Texas Court of Appeals, affirmed Gonzalez’s conviction 
on July 12, 2006. Gonzalez then allowed his time for seeking 
discretionary review with the Texas Court of Criminal Ap­
peals (Texas CCA)—the State’s highest court for criminal 
appeals—to expire on August 11, 2006. Tex. Rule App. 
Proc. 68.2(a) (2011). The Texas Court of Appeals issued its 
mandate on September 26, 2006. 

After Gonzalez, proceeding pro se, petitioned unsuccess­
fully for state habeas relief, he filed a federal habeas petition 
under 28 U. S. C. § 2254 on January 24, 2008, in the U. S. Dis­
trict Court for the Northern District of Texas. His petition 
alleged, inter alia, that the nearly 10-year delay between 
his indictment and trial violated his Sixth Amendment right 
to a speedy trial. The District Court, without discussing 
Gonzalez’s constitutional claims, dismissed Gonzalez’s peti­
tion as time barred by the 1-year statute of limitations in 
§ 2244(d)(1)(A). Although Gonzalez argued that his judg­
ment had not become final until the Texas Court of Appeals 
issued its mandate, the District Court held that Gonzalez’s 
judgment had become final when his time for seeking discre­
tionary review in the Texas CCA expired on August 11, 2006. 
Counting from that date, and tolling the limitations period 
for the time during which Gonzalez’s state habeas petition 
was pending, Gonzalez’s limitations period elapsed on De­
cember 17, 2007—over a month before he filed his federal 
habeas petition. The District Court denied a COA. 

Gonzalez applied to the U. S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit for a COA on two grounds: (1) his habeas peti­
tion was timely, and (2) his Sixth Amendment speedy-trial 
right was violated. A Court of Appeals Judge granted a 
COA on the question “whether the habeas application was 
timely filed because Gonzalez’s conviction became final, and 
thus the limitation[s] period commenced, on the date the in­
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termediate state appellate court issued its mandate.” App. 
347. The COA did not mention the Sixth Amendment 
question. 

The Court of Appeals affirmed. 623 F. 3d 222 (2010). Ac­
knowledging that a sister Circuit had run the limitations 
period from the date of a state court’s issuance of a mandate, 
the Court of Appeals deemed the mandate’s issuance “irrele­
vant” to determining finality under § 2244(d)(1)(A). Id., at 
224, 226 (disagreeing with Riddle v. Kemna, 523 F. 3d 850 
(CA8 2008) (en banc)). The Court of Appeals held that be­
cause a judgment becomes final at “the conclusion of direct 
review or the expiration of the time for seeking such re­
view,” § 2244(d)(1)(A), the limitations period begins to run 
for petitioners who fail to appeal to a State’s highest court 
when the time for seeking further direct review in the state 
court expires. The Court of Appeals therefore concluded 
that Gonzalez’s conviction became final on August 11, 2006, 
and his habeas petition was time barred. 

The Court of Appeals did not address Gonzalez’s Sixth 
Amendment claim or discuss whether the COA had been im­
properly issued. Nor did the State allege any defect in the 
COA or move to dismiss for lack of jurisdiction. 

Gonzalez petitioned this Court for a writ of certiorari. In 
its brief in opposition, the State argued for the first time 
that the Court of Appeals lacked jurisdiction to adjudicate 
Gonzalez’s appeal because the COA identified only a proce­
dural issue, without also “indicat[ing]” a constitutional issue 
as required by § 2253(c)(3). We granted certiorari to decide 
two questions, both of which implicate splits in authority: 
(1) whether the Court of Appeals had jurisdiction to adjudi­
cate Gonzalez’s appeal, notwithstanding the § 2253(c)(3) de­
fect; 1 and (2) whether Gonzalez’s habeas petition was time 

1 The Circuits have divided over whether a defect in a COA is a jurisdic­
tional bar. Compare, e. g., Phelps v. Alameda, 366 F. 3d 722, 726 (CA9 
2004) (no); Porterfield v. Bell, 258 F. 3d 484, 485 (CA6 2001) (no); Young v. 
United States, 124 F. 3d 794, 798–799 (CA7 1997) (no), with United States 
v. Cepero, 224 F. 3d 256, 259–262 (CA3 2000) (en banc) (yes). 
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barred under § 2244(d)(1) due to the date on which his judg­
ment became final.2 564 U. S. 1003 (2011). 

II 

We first consider whether the Court of Appeals had juris­
diction to adjudicate Gonzalez’s appeal. 

A 

Section 2253, as amended by AEDPA, governs appeals in 
habeas corpus proceedings. The first subsection, § 2253(a), 
is a general grant of jurisdiction, providing that district 
courts’ final orders in habeas proceedings “shall be subject 
to review, on appeal, by the court of appeals.” 28 U. S. C. 
§ 2253(a). The second, § 2253(b), limits jurisdiction over a 
particular type of final order. See § 2253(b) (“There shall be 
no right of appeal from a final order in a proceeding to test 
the validity of a warrant [of] remov[al] . . . ”). This case 
concerns the third, § 2253(c), which provides: 

“(1) Unless a circuit justice or judge issues a certifi­
cate of appealability, an appeal may not be taken to the 
court of appeals . . . 

. . . . . 
“(2) A certificate of appealability may issue under 

paragraph (1) only if the applicant has made a substan­
tial showing of the denial of a constitutional right. 

“(3) The certificate of appealability under paragraph 
(1) shall indicate which specific issue or issues satisfy the 
showing required by paragraph (2).” 

When, as here, the district court denies relief on procedural 
grounds, the petitioner seeking a COA must show both “that 

2 The Circuits have divided over when a judgment becomes final if a 
petitioner forgoes review in a State’s highest court. Compare, e. g., 623 
F. 3d 222, 226 (CA5 2010) (case below) (date when time for seeking such 
review expires); Hemmerle v. Schriro, 495 F. 3d 1069, 1073–1074 (CA9 
2007) (same), with Riddle v. Kemna, 523 F. 3d 850, 855–856 (CA8 2008) 
(en banc) (date when state court issues its mandate). 
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jurists of reason would find it debatable whether the petition 
states a valid claim of the denial of a constitutional right and 
that jurists of reason would find it debatable whether the 
district court was correct in its procedural ruling.” Slack 
v. McDaniel, 529 U. S. 473, 484 (2000). 

In this case, the Court of Appeals Judge granted a COA 
that identified a debatable procedural ruling, but did not “in­
dicate” the issue on which Gonzalez had made a substantial 
showing of the denial of a constitutional right, as required by 
§ 2253(c)(3). The question before us is whether that defect 
deprived the Court of Appeals of the power to adjudicate 
Gonzalez’s appeal. We hold that it did not. 

This Court has endeavored in recent years to “bring some 
discipline” to the use of the term “jurisdictional.” Hender­
son v. Shinseki, 562 U. S. 428, 435 (2011). Recognizing our 
“less than meticulous” use of the term in the past, we have 
pressed a stricter distinction between truly jurisdictional 
rules, which govern “a court’s adjudicatory authority,” and 
nonjurisdictional “claim-processing rules,” which do not. 
Kontrick v. Ryan, 540 U. S. 443, 454–455 (2004). When a 
requirement goes to subject-matter jurisdiction, courts are 
obligated to consider sua sponte issues that the parties have 
disclaimed or have not presented. See United States v. Cot­
ton, 535 U. S. 625, 630 (2002). Subject-matter jurisdiction 
can never be waived or forfeited. The objections may be 
resurrected at any point in the litigation, and a valid objec­
tion may lead a court midway through briefing to dismiss a 
complaint in its entirety. “[M]any months of work on the 
part of the attorneys and the court may be wasted.” Hen­
derson, 562 U. S., at 435. Courts, we have said, should not 
lightly attach those “drastic” consequences to limits Con­
gress has enacted. Ibid. 

We accordingly have applied the following principle: A 
rule is jurisdictional “[i]f the Legislature clearly states that 
a threshold limitation on a statute’s scope shall count as ju­
risdictional.” Arbaugh v. Y & H Corp., 546 U. S. 500, 515 
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(2006). But if “Congress does not rank a statutory limita­
tion on coverage as jurisdictional, courts should treat the 
restriction as nonjurisdictional.” Id., at 516.3 That clear-
statement principle makes particular sense in this statute, 
as we consider—against the backdrop of § 2253(a)’s clear ju­
risdictional grant to the courts of appeals and § 2253(b)’s 
clear limit on that grant—the extent to which Congress in­
tended the COA process outlined in § 2253(c) to further limit 
the courts of appeals’ jurisdiction over habeas appeals. 

Here, the only “clear” jurisdictional language in § 2253(c) 
appears in § 2253(c)(1). As we explained in Miller-El v. 
Cockrell, 537 U. S. 322 (2003), § 2253(c)(1)’s plain terms— 
“Unless a circuit justice or judge issues a certificate of ap­
pealability, an appeal may not be taken to the court of 
appeals”—establish that “until a COA has been issued fed­
eral courts of appeals lack jurisdiction to rule on the merits 
of appeals from habeas petitioners.” Id., at 336. The par­
ties thus agree that § 2253(c)(1) is jurisdictional. 

3 We have also held that “context, including this Court’s interpretation 
of similar provisions in many years past, is relevant to whether a statute 
ranks a requirement as jurisdictional.” Reed Elsevier, Inc. v. Muchnick, 
559 U. S. 154, 168 (2010). Here, however, even though the requirement of 
a COA (or its predecessor, the certificate of probable cause (CPC)) dates 
back to 1908, Congress did not enact the indication requirement until 1996. 
There is thus no “long line of this Court’s decisions left undisturbed by 
Congress” on which to rely. Union Pacific R. Co. v. Locomotive Engi­
neers, 558 U. S. 67, 82 (2009). 

The issuance of a CPC, like the issuance of a COA, was jurisdictional. 
Contrary to the dissent’s assertions, post, at 161–163 (opinion of Scalia, 
J.), that fact does not suggest that the indication requirement is jurisdic­
tional as well. If anything, the inference runs the other way. For nearly 
a century, a judge’s granting or withholding of a CPC, absent any indica­
tion of issues, was the fully effective “expression of opinion,” post, at 161, 
required for an appeal to proceed. AEDPA’s new requirement that 
judges indicate the specific issues to be raised on appeal has no prede­
cessor provision—indeed, it is the primary difference between a CPC 
and COA. 
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The parties also agree that § 2253(c)(2) is nonjurisdic­
tional.4 That is for good reason. Section 2253(c)(2) speaks 
only to when a COA may issue—upon “a substantial showing 
of the denial of a constitutional right.” It does not contain 
§ 2253(c)(1)’s jurisdictional terms. See Russello v. United 
States, 464 U. S. 16, 23 (1983) (“[W]here Congress includes 
particular language in one section of a statute but omits it 
in another section of the same Act, it is generally presumed 
that Congress acts intentionally . . . ”). And it would be 
passing strange if, after a COA has issued, each court of 
appeals adjudicating an appeal were dutybound to revisit the 
threshold showing and gauge its “substantial[ity]” to verify 
its jurisdiction. That inquiry would be largely duplicative 
of the merits question before the court. 

It follows that § 2253(c)(3) is nonjurisdictional as well. 
Like § 2253(c)(2), it too reflects a threshold condition for the 
issuance of a COA—the COA’s indication of “which specific 
issue or issues satisfy the showing required by paragraph 
(2).” It too “does not speak in jurisdictional terms or refer 
in any way to the jurisdiction of the [appeals] courts.” Ar­
baugh, 546 U. S., at 515 (internal quotation marks omitted). 
The unambiguous jurisdictional terms of §§ 2253(a), (b), and 
(c)(1) show that Congress would have spoken in clearer 
terms if it intended § 2253(c)(3) to have similar jurisdictional 
force. Instead, the contrast underscores that the failure to 
obtain a COA is jurisdictional, while a COA’s failure to indi­
cate an issue is not. A defective COA is not equivalent to 
the lack of any COA. 

It is telling, moreover, that Congress placed the power to 
issue COAs in the hands of a “circuit justice or judge.” 5 It 

4 The United States as amicus curiae contends that § 2253(c)(2) is juris­
dictional, but the State concedes that it is not. Tr. of Oral Arg. 31. 

5 The courts of appeals uniformly interpret “circuit justice or judge” to 
encompass district judges. See United States v. Mitchell, 216 F. 3d 1126, 
1129 (CADC 2000) (collecting cases); Fed. Rule App. Proc. 22(b). Habeas 
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would seem somewhat counterintuitive to render a panel of 
court of appeals judges powerless to act on appeals based 
on COAs that Congress specifically empowered one court 
of appeals judge to grant. Indeed, whereas § 2253(c)(2)’s 
substantial-showing requirement at least describes a burden 
that “the applicant” seeking a COA bears, § 2253(c)(3)’s indi­
cation requirement binds only the judge issuing the COA. 
Notably, Gonzalez advanced both the timeliness and Sixth 
Amendment issues in his application for a COA. A peti­
tioner, having successfully obtained a COA, has no control 
over how the judge drafts the COA and, as in Gonzalez’s 
case, may have done everything required of him by law. 
That fact would only compound the “unfai[r] prejudice” re­
sulting from the sua sponte dismissals and remands that ju­
risdictional treatment would entail. Henderson, 562 U. S., 
at 434.6 

Treating § 2253(c)(3) as jurisdictional also would thwart 
Congress’ intent in AEDPA “to eliminate delays in the fed­
eral habeas review process.” Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 

Corpus Rule 11(a) requires district judges to decide whether to grant or 
deny a COA in the first instance. 

6 That fact also distinguishes the indication requirement from every 
“similar provisio[n]” that the dissent claims we have deemed jurisdictional. 
Post, at 159. None of our cases addressing those provisions, moreover, 
recognized or relied on the sweeping “rule” that the dissent now invokes, 
whereby this Court should enforce as jurisdictional all “procedural condi­
tions for appealing a case from one Article III court to another.” Ibid.; 
but see, e. g., post, at 160, n. 2 (conceding that the “rule” does not apply to 
criminal appeals); Becker v. Montgomery, 532 U. S. 757, 763 (2001) (failure 
to sign notice of appeal is a nonjurisdictional omission). All the cases, 
meanwhile, involved time limits (save one involving Federal Rule of Ap­
pellate Procedure 3(c)(1), which we address infra). In Bowles v. Russell, 
551 U. S. 205 (2007), we emphasized our “century’s worth of precedent” for 
treating statutory time limits on appeals as jurisdictional, id., at 209, n. 2, 
but even “Bowles did not hold . . . that all statutory conditions imposing a 
time limit should be considered jurisdictional,” Reed Elsevier, 559 U. S., 
at 167. This case, in any event, involves a different type of procedural 
condition. 
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631, 648 (2010). The COA process screens out issues unwor­
thy of judicial time and attention and ensures that frivolous 
claims are not assigned to merits panels. Once a judge has 
made the determination that a COA is warranted and re­
sources are deployed in briefing and argument, however, the 
COA has fulfilled that gatekeeping function. Even if ad­
ditional screening of already-issued COAs for § 2253(c)(3) 
defects could further winnow the cases before the courts of 
appeals, that would not outweigh the costs of further delay 
from the extra layer of review. This case, in which the al­
leged defect would be dispositive, exemplifies those ineffi­
ciencies; the State requests that we vacate and remand with 
instructions to dismiss the appeal based on a § 2253(c)(3) de­
fect that it raised for the first time in response to a petition 
for certiorari. And delay would be particularly fruitless 
in the numerous cases where, as here, the district court 
dismissed the petition on procedural grounds and the court 
of appeals affirms, without having to address the omitted 
constitutional issue at all. 

B 

The State, aided by the United States as amicus curiae, 
makes several arguments in support of jurisdictional treat­
ment of § 2253(c)(3). None is persuasive. 

First, the State notes that although § 2253(c)(3) does not 
speak in jurisdictional terms, it refers back to § 2253(c)(1), 
which does. The State argues that it is as if § 2253(c)(1) pro­
vided: “Unless a circuit justice or judge issues a certificate 
of appealability that shall indicate the specific issue or is­
sues that satisfy the showing required by paragraph (2), an 
appeal may not be taken to the court of appeals.” The prob­
lem is that the statute provides no such thing. Instead, Con­
gress set off the requirements in distinct paragraphs and, 
rather than mirroring their terms, excluded the jurisdictional 
terms in one from the other. Notably, the State concedes 
that § 2253(c)(2) is nonjurisdictional, even though it too cross-
references § 2253(c)(1) and is cross-referenced by § 2253(c)(3). 
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Second, the State seizes on the word “shall” in § 2253(c)(3), 
arguing that an omitted indication renders the COA no COA 
at all. But calling a rule nonjurisdictional does not mean 
that it is not mandatory or that a timely objection can be 
ignored. If a party timely raises the COA’s failure to indi­
cate a constitutional issue, the court of appeals panel must 
address the defect by considering an amendment to the COA 
or remanding to the district judge for specification of the 
issues.7 This Court, moreover, has long “rejected the notion 
that ‘all mandatory prescriptions, however emphatic, are . . . 
properly typed jurisdictional.’ ” Henderson, 562 U. S., at 
439; see also Dolan v. United States, 560 U. S. 605, 620 
(2010) (statute’s reference to “ ‘shall’ ” alone does not render 
statutory deadline jurisdictional). Nothing in § 2253(c)(3)’s 
prescription establishes that an omitted indication should re­
main an open issue throughout the case. 

Third, the United States argues that the placement of 
§ 2253(c)(3) in a section containing jurisdictional provisions 
signals that it too is jurisdictional. In characterizing cer­
tain requirements as nonjurisdictional, we have on occasion 
observed their “ ‘separat[ion]’ ” from jurisdictional provi­
sions. E. g., Reed Elsevier, Inc. v. Muchnick, 559 U. S. 154, 
162 (2010); Arbaugh, 546 U. S., at 515. The converse, how­

7 The dissent’s insistence that there is “no practical, real-world effect” 
to treating this rule as mandatory, post, at 158, ignores the real world. 
Courts of appeals regularly amend COAs or remand for specification of 
issues, notwithstanding the supposed potential to “embarras[s] a col­
league.” Ibid.; see, e. g., Saunders v. Senkowski, 587 F. 3d 543, 545 (CA2 
2009) (per curiam) (amending COA to add issue); United States v. Weaver, 
195 F. 3d 52, 53 (CADC 1999) (remanding for specification of issues). The 
government frequently alleges COA defects as grounds for dismissal (as 
the State did here, at this late stage), apparently not sharing the dissent’s 
concern that such efforts “yield nothing but additional litigation ex­
penses.” Post, at 158; see, e. g., Porterfield, 258 F. 3d, at 485; Cepero, 224 
F. 3d, at 257. Habeas petitioners, too, have every incentive to request 
that defects be resolved, not only to defuse potential problems later in the 
litigation, but also to ensure that the issue on which they sought appeal is 
certified and will receive full briefing and consideration. 
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ever, is not necessarily true: Mere proximity will not turn a 
rule that speaks in nonjurisdictional terms into a jurisdic­
tional hurdle. In fact, § 2253(c)(3)’s proximity to §§ 2253(a), 
(b), and (c)(1) highlights the absence of clear jurisdictional 
terms in § 2253(c)(3). 

Finally, the State analogizes a COA to a notice of appeal, 
pointing out that both a notice and its contents are jurisdic­
tional prerequisites. Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 
3(c)(1) provides that a notice of appeal must: “(A) specify 
the party or parties taking the appeal”; “(B) designate the 
judgment, order, or part thereof being appealed”; and “(C) 
name the court to which the appeal is taken.” We have held 
that “Rule 3’s dictates are jurisdictional in nature.” Smith 
v. Barry, 502 U. S. 244, 248 (1992). 

We reject this analogy. We construed the content re­
quirements for notices of appeal as jurisdictional because we 
were “convinced that the harshness of our construction [wa]s 
‘imposed by the legislature.’ ” Torres v. Oakland Scavenger 
Co., 487 U. S. 312, 318 (1988). Rule 4, we noted, establishes 
mandatory time limits for filing a notice of appeal. Excus­
ing a failure to name a party in a notice of appeal, in violation 
of Rule 3, would be “equivalent to permitting courts to ex­
tend the time for filing a notice of appeal,” in violation of 
Rule 4. Id., at 315. And “time limits for filing a notice of 
appeal have been treated as jurisdictional in American law 
for well over a century.” Bowles v. Russell, 551 U. S. 205, 
209, n. 2 (2007). Accordingly, the Advisory Committee Note 
“makes no distinction among the various requirements of 
Rule 3 and Rule 4,” treating them “as a single jurisdictional 
threshold.” Torres, 487 U. S., at 315; see also id., at 316 
(“[T]he Advisory Committee viewed the requirements of 
Rule 3 as jurisdictional in nature”). Here, we find no similar 
basis for treating the paragraphs of § 2253(c) as a single juris­
dictional threshold. 

Moreover, in explaining why the naming requirement was 
jurisdictional in Torres, we reasoned that an unnamed party 
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leaves the notice’s “intended recipient[s]”—the appellee and 
court—“unable to determine with certitude whether [that 
party] should be bound by an adverse judgment or held liable 
for costs or sanctions.” Id., at 318. The party could sit on 
the fence, await the outcome, and opt to participate only if 
it was favorable. That possibility of gamesmanship is not 
present here. Unlike the party who fails to submit a compli­
ant notice of appeal, the habeas petitioner who obtains 
a COA cannot control how that COA is drafted.8 And 
whereas a party’s failure to be named in a notice of appeal 
gives absolutely no “notice of [his or her] appeal,” a judge’s 
issuance of a COA reflects his or her judgment that the ap­
peal should proceed and supplies the State with notice that 
the habeas litigation will continue. 

Because we conclude that § 2253(c)(3) is a nonjurisdictional 
rule, the Court of Appeals had jurisdiction to adjudicate Gon­
zalez’s appeal. 

III 

We next consider whether Gonzalez’s habeas petition was 
time barred. AEDPA establishes a 1-year limitations pe­
riod for state prisoners to file for federal habeas relief, which 
“run[s] from the latest of” four specified dates.9 § 2244(d)(1). 

8 The dissent claims that we fail to give stare decisis effect to Torres. 
Post, at 163–164. Setting aside the fact that Torres involved an unrelated 
Federal Rule featuring a different textual, contextual, and historical back­
drop, the dissent notably fails to grapple with—indeed, its opinion is bereft 
of quotation to—any supporting reasoning in that opinion. That reason­
ing is simply not applicable here. 

9 Title 28 U. S. C. § 2244(d)(1) provides: 
“A 1-year period of limitation shall apply to an application for a writ of 

habeas corpus by a person in custody pursuant to the judgment of a State 
court. The limitation period shall run from the latest of— 

“(A) the date on which the judgment became final by the conclusion of 
direct review or the expiration of the time for seeking such review; 

“(B) the date on which the impediment to filing an application created 
by State action in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States 
is removed, if the applicant was prevented from filing by such State action; 
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This case concerns the first of those dates: “the date on 
which the judgment became final by the conclusion of direct 
review or the expiration of the time for seeking such re­
view.” § 2244(d)(1)(A). The question before us is when the 
judgment becomes “final” if a petitioner does not appeal to 
a State’s highest court. 

A 

In construing the language of § 2244(d)(1)(A), we do not 
write on a blank slate. In Clay v. United States, 537 U. S. 
522 (2003), we addressed AEDPA’s statute of limitations 
for federal prisoners seeking postconviction relief. See 
§ 2255(f)(1) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) (beginning 1-year period 
of limitations from “the date on which the judgment of con­
viction becomes final”). We held that the federal judgment 
becomes final “when this Court affirms a conviction on the 
merits on direct review or denies a petition for a writ of 
certiorari,” or, if a petitioner does not seek certiorari, “when 
the time for filing a certiorari petition expires.” Id., at 527. 
In so holding, we rejected the argument that, if a petitioner 
declines to seek certiorari, the limitations period “starts to 
run on the date the court of appeals issues its mandate.” 
Id., at 529. 

In Jimenez v. Quarterman, 555 U. S. 113 (2009), we de­
scribed Clay’s interpretation as comporting “with the most 
natural reading of the statutory text” and saw “no reason 
to depart” from it in “construing the similar language of 
§ 2244(d)(1)(A).” 555 U. S., at 119. The state court had per­
mitted Jimenez to file an out-of-time direct appeal. We held 
that this “reset” the limitations period; Jimenez’s judgment 
would now become final at “the conclusion of the out-of-time 
direct appeal, or the expiration of the time for seeking re­

“(C) the date on which the constitutional right asserted was initially 
recognized by the Supreme Court, if the right has been newly recognized 
by the Supreme Court and made retroactively applicable to cases on collat­
eral review; or 

“(D) the date on which the factual predicate of the claim or claims pre­
sented could have been discovered through the exercise of due diligence.” 
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view of that [out-of-time] appeal.” Id., at 120–121. Be­
cause Jimenez did not seek certiorari, we made no mention 
of when the out-of-time appeal “conclu[ded].” Rather, we 
held that his judgment became final when his “time for seek­
ing certiorari review in this Court expired.” Id., at 120. 
Nor did we mention the date on which the state court issued 
its mandate. Both Clay and Jimenez thus suggested that 
the direct review process either “concludes” or “expires,” de­
pending on whether the petitioner pursues or forgoes direct 
appeal to this Court. 

We now make clear what we suggested in those cases: 
The text of § 2244(d)(1)(A), which marks finality as of “the 
conclusion of direct review or the expiration of the time for 
seeking such review,” consists of two prongs. Each prong— 
the “conclusion of direct review” and the “expiration of the 
time for seeking such review”—relates to a distinct category 
of petitioners. For petitioners who pursue direct review all 
the way to this Court, the judgment becomes final at the 
“conclusion of direct review”—when this Court affirms a con­
viction on the merits or denies a petition for certiorari. For 
all other petitioners, the judgment becomes final at the “ex­
piration of the time for seeking such review”—when the time 
for pursuing direct review in this Court, or in state court, 
expires. We thus agree with the Court of Appeals that be­
cause Gonzalez did not appeal to the State’s highest court, 
his judgment became final when his time for seeking review 
with the State’s highest court expired. 

B 

Gonzalez offers an alternative reading of § 2244(d)(1)(A): 
Courts should determine both the “conclusion of direct re­
view” and the “expiration of the time for seeking such re­
view” for every petitioner who does not seek certiorari, then 
start the 1-year clock from the “latest of” the two dates. 
Gonzalez rejects our uniform definition of the “conclusion of 
direct review” as the date on which this Court affirms a con­

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 134 (2012) 151 

Opinion of the Court 

viction on the merits or denies a petition for certiorari. In 
his view, whenever a petitioner does not seek certiorari, the 
“conclusion of direct review” is the date on which state law 
marks finality—in Texas, the date on which the mandate is­
sues. Ex parte Johnson, 12 S. W. 3d 472, 473 (Crim. App. 
2000) (per curiam). Applying this approach, Gonzalez con­
tends that his habeas petition was timely because his direct 
review “concluded” when the mandate issued (on September 
26, 2006), later than the date on which his time for seeking 
Texas CCA review “expired” (August 11, 2006). We find his 
construction of the statute unpersuasive. 

First, Gonzalez lacks a textual anchor for his later-in-time 
approach. The words “latest of” do not appear anywhere 
in § 2244(d)(1)(A). Rather, they appear in § 2244(d)(1) and 
refer to the “latest of” the dates in subparagraphs (A), (B), 
(C), and (D)—the latter three of which are inapplicable here. 
Nothing in § 2244(d)(1)(A) contemplates any conflict between 
the “conclusion of direct review” and the “expiration of the 
time for seeking such review,” much less instructs that the 
later of the two shall prevail. 

Nor is Gonzalez’s later-in-time reading necessary to give 
both prongs of § 2244(d)(1)(A) full effect. Our reading does 
so by applying one “or” the other, depending on whether the 
direct review process concludes or expires. Treating the 
judgment as final on one date “or” the other is consistent 
with the disjunctive language of the provision. 

Second, Gonzalez misreads our precedents. Gonzalez as­
serts that in Jimenez, we made a later-in-time choice be­
tween the two prongs. That is mistaken. Rather, we chose 
between two “expiration” dates corresponding to different 
appeals: Jimenez initially failed to appeal to the Texas Court 
of Appeals and that appeal became final when his “time for 
seeking discretionary review . . . expired.” 555 U. S., at 117, 
119. When Jimenez was later allowed to file an out-of-time 
appeal, he pursued appeals with both the Texas Court of 
Appeals and Texas CCA; the out-of-time appeal thus became 
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final when his “[t]ime for seeking certiorari review . . . with 
this Court expired.” Id., at 116, 120. We adopted the out-
of-time appeal’s date of finality over the initial appeal’s date 
of finality. Id., at 119–121. Critically, by deeming the ini­
tial appeal final at the expiration of time for seeking review 
in state court, and the out-of-time appeal final at the expira­
tion of time for seeking certiorari in this Court, we rein­
forced Clay’s suggestion that the “expiration” prong governs 
all petitioners who do not pursue direct review all the way 
to this Court.10 

Third, Gonzalez argues that AEDPA’s federalism concerns 
and respect for state-law procedures mean that we should 
not read § 2244(d)(1)(A) to disregard state law. We agree. 
That is why a state court’s reopening of direct review will 
reset the limitations period. 555 U. S., at 121. That is also 
why, just as we determine the “expiration of the time for 
seeking [direct] review” from this Court’s filing deadlines 
when petitioners forgo certiorari, we look to state-court fil­
ing deadlines when petitioners forgo state-court appeals. 
Referring to state-law procedures in that context makes 
sense because such deadlines are inherently court specific. 
There is no risk of relying on “state-law rules that may differ 
from the general federal rule.” Clay, 537 U. S., at 531. 

By contrast, Gonzalez urges us to scour each State’s laws 
and cases to determine how it defines finality for every peti­
tioner who forgoes a state-court appeal. That approach 
would usher in state-by-state definitions of the conclusion of 
direct review. It would be at odds with the uniform defini­
tion we adopted in Clay and accepted in the § 2244(d)(1)(A) 
context in Jimenez. And it would pose serious administra­

10 Gonzalez also argues that Lawrence v. Florida, 549 U. S. 327 (2007), 
supports his focus on the state court’s issuance of the mandate because it 
referred to a mandate in determining when state postconviction proceed­
ings were no longer pending. Lawrence, however, is inapposite. The 
case involved a different provision, 28 U. S. C. § 2244(d)(2), which by its 
terms refers to “State” procedures. 
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bility concerns. Even if roughly “half of the States define 
the conclusion of direct review as the issuance of the man­
date or similar process,” Brief for Petitioner 40, that still 
leaves half with either different rules or no settled rules 
at all.11 

Fourth, Gonzalez speculates that our reading will rob some 
habeas petitioners of the full 1-year limitations period. 
Gonzalez asserts that our reading starts the clock running 
from the date that his time for seeking Texas CCA review 
expired, even though, under Texas law, he could not file for 
state habeas relief until six weeks later, on the date the 
Texas Court of Appeals issued its mandate. Tex. Code 
Crim. Proc. Ann., Art. 11.07, § 3(a) (Vernon Supp. 2011). His 
inability to initiate state habeas proceedings during those six 
weeks, he argues, reduced his 1-year federal habeas filing 
period by six weeks. We expect, however, that it will be a 
rare situation where a petitioner confronting similar state 
laws faces a delay in the mandate’s issuance so excessive that 
it prevents him or her from filing a federal habeas petition 
within a year.12 A petitioner who has exhausted his or her 
claims in state court need not await state habeas proceedings 
to seek federal habeas relief on those claims. To the extent 
a petitioner has had his or her federal filing period severely 
truncated by a delay in the mandate’s issuance and has unex­
hausted claims that must be raised on state habeas review, 

11 Compare, e. g., PSL Realty Co. v. Granite Inv. Co., 86 Ill. 2d 291, 304, 
427 N. E. 2d 563, 569 (1981) ( judgment is final “when entered”); Gillis v. 
F & A Enterprises, 934 P. 2d 1253, 1256 (Wyo. 1997) ( judgment is final 
when “opinion is filed with the clerk”), with Ex parte Johnson, 12 S. W. 
3d 472, 473 (Texas CCA 2000) (per curiam) ( judgment is final at “issuance 
of the mandate”). 

12 We note that Gonzalez waited four months from the date of the man­
date’s issuance before filing a state habeas petition. See 623 F. 3d, at 223. 
When that petition was dismissed as improperly filed, Gonzalez waited 
another three months before refiling. Ibid. Even then, his state habeas 
proceedings concluded several weeks before his 1-year federal deadline 
elapsed. Id., at 225. 
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such a petitioner could file a request for a stay and abeyance 
from the federal district court. See Rhines v. Weber, 544 
U. S. 269, 277 (2005). 

Finally, Gonzalez argues, as an alternative to his later-in­
time construction, that his petition should be considered 
timely because it was filed within a year of when his time for 
seeking this Court’s review—as opposed to the Texas CCA’s 
review—expired. We can review, however, only judgments 
of a “state court of last resort” or of a lower state court if 
the “state court of last resort” has denied discretionary re­
view. This Court’s Rule 13.1; see also 28 U. S. C. § 1257(a) 
(2006 ed.). Because Gonzalez did not appeal to the Texas 
CCA, this Court would have lacked jurisdiction over a peti­
tion for certiorari from the Texas Court of Appeals’ decision 
affirming Gonzalez’s conviction. We therefore decline to in­
corporate the 90-day period for seeking certiorari in deter­
mining when Gonzalez’s judgment became final. 

* * * 

In sum, we hold that § 2253(c)(3) is a mandatory but nonju­
risdictional rule. Here, the COA’s failure to “indicate” a 
constitutional issue did not deprive the Court of Appeals of 
jurisdiction to adjudicate Gonzalez’s appeal. We further 
hold that, with respect to a state prisoner who does not seek 
review in a State’s highest court, the judgment becomes 
“final” under § 2244(d)(1)(A) when the time for seeking such 
review expires—here, August 11, 2006. We thus agree with 
the Court of Appeals that Gonzalez’s federal habeas petition 
was time barred. 

For the reasons stated, the judgment of the Court of Ap­
peals for the Fifth Circuit is 

Affirmed. 

Justice Scalia, dissenting. 

The obvious, undeniable, purpose of 28 U. S. C. § 2253(c) is 
to spare three-judge courts of appeals the trouble of enter­
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taining (and the prosecution the trouble of defending against) 
appeals from the denials of relief in habeas and § 2255 pro­
ceedings, unless a district or circuit judge has identified an 
issue on which the applicant has made a substantial showing 
of a constitutional violation. Where no such constitutional 
issue has been identified, an appeal on other, nonconstitu­
tional, issues (such as the statute-of-limitations issue that the 
Court decides today) will not lie. 

Today’s opinion transforms this into a provision that 
allows appeal so long as a district or circuit judge, for what­
ever reason or for no reason at all, approves it. This makes 
a hash of the statute. The opinion thinks this alchemy re­
quired by the Court’s previously expressed desire to “ ‘bring 
some discipline’ to the use of the term ‘jurisdictional,’ ” ante, 
at 141 (quoting Henderson v. Shinseki, 562 U. S. 428, 435 
(2011)). If that is true, discipline has become a code word 
for eliminating inconvenient statutory limits on our juris­
diction. I would reverse the judgment below for want of 
jurisdiction. 

I 

Fair Meaning of the Text 

Congress amended § 2253 to its current form in the Anti-
terrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA). 
In its entirety, the section reads as follows: 

“(a) In a habeas corpus proceeding or a proceeding 
under section 2255 before a district judge, the final 
order shall be subject to review, on appeal, by the court 
of appeals for the circuit in which the proceeding is 
held. 

“(b) There shall be no right of appeal from a final 
order in a proceeding to test the validity of a warrant 
to remove to another district or place for commitment 
or trial a person charged with a criminal offense against 
the United States, or to test the validity of such person’s 
detention pending removal proceedings. 
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“(c)(1) Unless a circuit justice or judge issues a cer­
tificate of appealability, an appeal may not be taken to 
the court of appeals from— 

“(A) the final order in a habeas corpus proceeding in 
which the detention complained of arises out of process 
issued by a State court; or 

“(B) the final order in a proceeding under section 2255. 
“(2) A certificate of appealability may issue under 

paragraph (1) only if the applicant has made a substan­
tial showing of the denial of a constitutional right. 

“(3) The certificate of appealability under paragraph 
(1) shall indicate which specific issue or issues satisfy the 
showing required by paragraph (2).” 

As the Court acknowledges, ante, at 142, all three subsec­
tions—(a), (b), and (c)—clearly speak to the jurisdiction of 
the courts of appeals. Subsection (a) gives appellate juris­
diction to “the court of appeals for the circuit in which the 
proceeding is held”; subsection (b) carves out certain classes 
of cases from that appellate jurisdiction; and subsection (c) 
imposes a procedural hurdle to the exercise of that appellate 
jurisdiction—a judge’s issuance of a certificate of appealabil­
ity, see Miller-El v. Cockrell, 537 U. S. 322, 336 (2003). 

Paragraph 2253(c)(3) says that a certificate of appealability 
(or COA) must “indicate” which issue or issues in the case 
involve a substantial showing of a constitutional violation. 
Everyone agrees that the certificate issued below contains 
no such indication. See ante, at 141. It appears, in fact, that 
the issuing judge never considered whether any of Gonzalez’s 
constitutional claims satisfied paragraph (2). As far as we 
know, no federal judge has ever determined that Gonzalez 
“has made a substantial showing of the denial of a constitu­
tional right.” § 2253(c)(2). The Court does not even suggest 
that he has—but it goes on to decide the statute-of-limitations 
issue in the case. 

Its basis for proceeding in this fashion is the remarkable 
statement that “[a] defective COA is not equivalent to the 
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lack of any COA.” Ante, at 143. That is simply not true 
with respect to a significant defect in a legal document. 
Would one say that a deed which lacks the words of convey­
ance is not equivalent to the lack of a deed? Or that a pass­
port which lacks the Secretary of State’s affirmance of the 
bearer’s citizenship is not equivalent to the lack of a passport? 
Minor technical defects are one thing, but a defect that goes 
to the whole purpose of the instrument is something else. 
And the whole purpose of the certificate-of-appealability pro­
cedure is to make sure that, before a case can proceed to the 
court of appeals, a judge has made the determination that it 
presents a substantial showing of the denial of a constitu­
tional right. To call something a valid certificate of appeal-
ability which does not contain the central finding that is the 
whole purpose of a certificate of appealability is quite absurd. 

The Court says that “[o]nce a judge has made the determi­
nation that a COA is warranted and resources are deployed 
in briefing and argument, . . . the COA has fulfilled [its] gate-
keeping function.” Ante, at 145. But of course it has not 
done so—it has performed no gatekeeping function what­
ever—if “the determination that a COA is warranted” has 
not been accompanied by the issuing judge’s opinion required 
to support the determination: that there is an issue as to 
which the applicant has made a “substantial showing of the 
denial of a constitutional right,” § 2253(c)(2). As the very 
next sentence of today’s opinion discloses, what the Court 
means by “has fulfilled [its] gatekeeping function” is simply 
that it will not be worth the trouble of going back, since that 
would “not outweigh the costs of further delay,” ibid. 

That is doubtless true, and it demonstrates the hollowness 
of the Court’s assurance that “calling a rule nonjurisdictional 
does not mean that it is not mandatory or that a timely objec­
tion can be ignored,” ante, at 146. That statement is true 
enough as a general proposition: Calling the numerosity re­
quirement in Arbaugh v. Y & H Corp., 546 U. S. 500 (2006), 
nonjurisdictional, for example, did not eliminate it, where 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



158 GONZALEZ v. THALER 

Scalia, J., dissenting 

protest was made, as a continuing mandatory requirement 
for relief on the merits, id., at 516. Even the time-of-filing 
requirement in Eberhart v. United States, 546 U. S. 12 (2005) 
(per curiam), continued to have “bite” even though it was 
held nonjurisdictional: It prevented relief when the failure 
to observe it was properly challenged, id., at 19. But the 
Court has managed to create today a “mandatory” require­
ment which—precisely because it will not be worth the 
trouble of going back—has no practical, real-world effect.1 

What is the consequence when the issuing judge, over prop­
erly preserved objection, produces a COA like the one here, 
which does not contain the required opinion? None what­
ever. The habeas petitioner already has what he wants, ar­
gument before the court of appeals. The government, for 
its part, is either confident in its view that there has been 
no substantial showing of denial of a constitutional right—in 
which case it is just as easy (if not easier) to win before three 
judges as it is before one; or else it is not—in which case 
a crusade to enforce § 2253(c) is likely to yield nothing but 
additional litigation expenses. As for the three-judge panel 
of the court of appeals, it remains free, as always, to choose 
whichever mandatory-but-not-jurisdictional basis it wishes 
for resolving the case. Cf. Steel Co. v. Citizens for Better 
Environment, 523 U. S. 83, 93–94 (1998). Why not choose 
the one that is sure to be final and that might avoid embar­
rassing a colleague? No one has any interest in enforcing 
the “mandatory” requirement. Which is perhaps why, as I 
proceed to discuss, mandatory requirements for court-to­
court appeal are always made jurisdictional. 

1 The Court suggests that I “ignor[e] the real world,” ante, at 146, n. 7, 
in which litigants and courts have taken steps to correct a defective COA. 
But these actions are unsurprising in a world in which there was the 
possibility that this Court would treat § 2253(c)(3) as a jurisdictional re­
quirement and a Court of Appeals had already done so. The New World 
of the Court’s making, in which it is certain that an issuing judge’s failure 
to identify any issue justifying a COA will not have jurisdictional conse­
quences, is yet unexplored. 
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Past Treatment of Similar Provisions 

As the Court acknowledges, “ ‘context, including this 
Court’s interpretation of similar provisions in many years 
past, is relevant to whether a statute ranks a requirement as 
jurisdictional.’ ” Ante, at 142, n. 3 (quoting Reed Elsevier, 
Inc. v. Muchnick, 559 U. S. 154, 168 (2010)). Thus, we have 
said that a requirement prescribed as a condition to obtain­
ing judicial review of agency action is quite different (nonju­
risdictional) from a requirement prescribed as a condition to 
appeal from one court to another ( jurisdictional). See Hen­
derson, 562 U. S., at 434. We have always—always, without 
exception—held that procedural conditions for appealing a 
case from one Article III court to another are jurisdictional. 
When an appeal is “not taken within the time prescribed 
by law,” the “Court of Appeals [is] without jurisdiction.” 
George v. Victor Talking Machine Co., 293 U. S. 377, 379 
(1934) (per curiam); see also United States v. Robinson, 361 
U. S. 220, 229–230 (1960). When a party’s name is not listed 
in the notice of appeal, as the Federal Rules of Appellate 
Procedure require, the court has no jurisdiction over that 
party’s appeal. Torres v. Oakland Scavenger Co., 487 U. S. 
312, 314–315 (1988). 

When this Court reviewed cases by writ of error, the law 
required that the lower-court record be filed with the Court 
“before the end of the term next succeeding the issue of the 
writ.” Edmonson v. Bloomshire, 7 Wall. 306, 309 (1869). 
The Court routinely dismissed cases that did not comply with 
that requirement. See, e. g., Mesa v. United States, 2 Black 
721, 722 (1863) (per curiam); Edmonson, supra, at 309–310; 
Steamer Virginia v. West, 19 How. 182, 183 (1857). The 
same jurisdictional treatment was accorded to failure to 
serve notice on the defendant in error within the succeeding 
Term, see, e. g., United States v. Curry, 6 How. 106, 112–113 
(1848); Villabolos v. United States, 6 How. 81, 88, 91 (1848), 
and to failure to file the writ of error with the clerk of the 
lower court, see, e. g., Credit Co. v. Arkansas Central R. Co., 
128 U. S. 258, 261 (1888); Scarborough v. Pargoud, 108 U. S. 
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567 (1883). Today, when a petition for certiorari in a civil 
case is not filed within the time prescribed by 28 U. S. C. 
§ 2101(c), this Court lacks jurisdiction. Federal Election 
Comm’n v. NRA Political Victory Fund, 513 U. S. 88, 90 
(1994) (citing Missouri v. Jenkins, 495 U. S. 33, 45 (1990)); 
see also Matton S. S. Co. v. Murphy, 319 U. S. 412, 415 (1943) 
(per curiam).2 

So strict has been the rule enforcing as jurisdictional those 
requirements attached to court-from-court appeals, that we 
have applied it to a requirement contained in a statute not 
even addressed to the courts. Section 518(a) of Title 28 
charges the Solicitor General with “conduct[ing] and ar­
gu[ing] suits and appeals in the Supreme Court . . . in which 
the United States is interested.” We held that, absent inde­
pendent statutory authority, an agency’s petition for certio­
rari filed without authorization from the Solicitor General 
does not suffice to invoke our jurisdiction. NRA Political 
Victory Fund, supra, at 98–99.3 

Jurisdictional enforcement of procedural requirements for 
appeal has deep roots in our jurisprudence. Chief Justice 

2 Since the time limits for filing petitions for certiorari in criminal cases 
are “not enacted by Congress but [are] promulgated by this Court under 
authority of Congress to prescribe rules,” we have held that they may “be 
relaxed by the Court in the exercise of its discretion when the ends of 
justice so require.” Schacht v. United States, 398 U. S. 58, 64 (1970). The 
indication requirement of § 2253(c)(3), of course, has been “imposed by the 
legislature and not by the judicial process.” Schiavone v. Fortune, 477 
U. S. 21, 31 (1986). 

3 The Court cites Becker v. Montgomery, 532 U. S. 757 (2001), as a 
counterexample. Ante, at 144, n. 6. We held there that an appellant’s 
failure to sign his notice of appeal, see Fed. Rule Civ. Proc. 11(a), within 
the time prescribed for filing a notice of appeal, see Fed. Rule App. Proc. 
4(a)(1), did not require dismissal where the notice itself was timely filed. 
532 U. S., at 762–763. We did not hold, however, that the signing require­
ment was nonjurisdictional; we had no occasion to do so. We held that 
Becker had complied with Civil Rule 11(a) because the error was “ ‘cor­
rected promptly after being called to [his] attention,’ ” id., at 764 (quoting 
Fed. Rule Civ. Proc. 11(a)). 
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Taney dismissed an appeal in which the citation was not is­
sued and served in time, because “we have no power to re­
ceive an appeal in any other mode than that provided by 
law.” Villabolos, supra, at 90. And Chief Justice Chase 
wrote, in a case dismissing an appeal for failure to file in 
time: 

“In the Judiciary Act of 1789, and in many acts since, 
Congress has provided for [appellate courts’] exercise [of 
jurisdiction] in such cases and classes of cases, and under 
such regulations as seemed to the legislative wisdom 
convenient and appropriate. The court has always re­
garded appeals in other cases as excepted from the 
grant of appellate power, and has always felt itself 
bound to give effect to the regulations by which Con­
gress has prescribed the manner of its exercise.” Cas­
tro v. United States, 3 Wall. 46, 49 (1866). 

Jurisdictional Nature of Predecessor Provision 

But similarity to a general type of provision that has al­
ways been held jurisdictional is not all that supports the 
jurisdictional character of § 2253(c)(3). Its very predecessor 
statute made a judge’s expression of opinion a condition of 
appellate jurisdiction. The certificate of probable cause, of 
which the COA was born, arrived on the scene over 100 
years ago in “An Act Restricting in certain cases the right 
of appeal to the Supreme Court in habeas corpus proceed­
ings,” Act of Mar. 10, 1908, ch. 76, 35 Stat. 40: 

“[F]rom a final decision by a court of the United States 
in a proceeding in habeas corpus where the detention 
complained of is by virtue of process issued out of a 
State court no appeal to the Supreme Court shall be 
allowed unless the United States court by which the 
final decision was rendered or a justice of the Supreme 
Court shall be of opinion that there exists probable 
cause for an appeal, in which event, on allowing the 
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same, the said court or justice shall certify that there is 
probable cause for such allowance.” 

The last version of this statute, before it was amended to its 
current form in AEDPA, provided for issuance of the certifi­
cate of probable cause by a circuit judge instead of a justice. 
See § 2253, 62 Stat. 967 (codified at 28 U. S. C. § 2253 (1946 
ed., Supp. II)). Even applying the Court’s simplistic rule that 
the jurisdictional restriction must be contained in the very 
same paragraph as the procedural requirement, there is no 
doubt that under this statute a judge’s certification that 
there was probable cause for an appeal was jurisdictional. 
See, e. g., Ex parte Patrick, 212 U. S. 555 (1908) (per cu­
riam); Bilik v. Strassheim, 212 U. S. 551 (1908) (per cu­
riam). There is no reason whatever to think that Congress 
rendered the statement of opinion unnecessary for jurisdic­
tion by (1) extending the requirement for it to § 2255 pro­
ceedings; (2) requiring the opinion to address a more specific 
point (not just probable cause for an appeal but presence of 
an issue presenting a “substantial showing of the denial of a 
constitutional right”); 4 and (3) giving the document in which 
the judge is required to express the opinion a name (“cer­
tificate of appealability”)—so that now a “certificate of ap­
pealability” without opinion will suffice. Neither any one of 
these steps, nor all of them combined, suggest elimination of 
jurisdictional status for the required expression of opinion.5 

4 The Court believes that the fact that this “new requirement . . . has no 
predecessor provision” suggests that it is nonjurisdictional. Ante, at 142, 
n. 3. To begin with, it is not that new, and it has a predecessor provision; 
it merely adds detail to the jurisdictional opinion that was previously re­
quired. But even if the requirement were entirely unprecedented, when 
it appears within a textual structure that makes it jurisdictional (as our 
opinion in Torres v. Oakland Scavenger Co., 487 U. S. 312 (1988), held, see 
infra, at 163–166), it would be an entirely unprecedented jurisdictional 
provision. 

5 The Court’s opinion suggests that “[i]t would seem somewhat counter­
intuitive to render a panel of court of appeals judges powerless to act on 
appeals based on COAs that Congress specifically empowered one court 
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It would be an entirely strange way of achieving that result. 
It was not a strange way, however, of dividing the now more 
complex and lengthy provision into manageable subsections. 

Stare Decisis Effect of Torres 

In addition to the fact that conditions attached to court-
to-court appeal have always been held jurisdictional, and the 
fact that this statute’s predecessor was held to be so, we 
have considered, and found to be jurisdictional, a statute pre­
senting precisely what is at issue here: a provision governing 
court-to-court appeals which made particular content a re­
quired element of a document that the statute said was nec­
essary for jurisdiction; and which did that in a separate sec­
tion that “excluded the jurisdictional terms,” ante, at 145. 
That case flatly contradicts today’s holding. In Torres v. 
Oakland Scavenger Co., 487 U. S. 312, we dealt with Rule 
3(c)(1) of the Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure. Rule 
3(a) of those Rules makes a notice of appeal necessary to 
appellate jurisdiction—just as § 2253(c)(1) makes a certificate 
of appealability necessary. And Rule 3(c)(1), which, like 
§ 2253(c)(3), does not contain jurisdictional language, says 
what the requisite notice of appeal must contain—just as 
§ 2253(c)(3) says what the requisite certificate of appealabil­
ity must contain: 

“The notice of appeal must: 
“(A) specify the party or parties taking the appeal by 

naming each one in the caption or body of the notice . . . ; 
“(B) designate the judgment, order, or part thereof 

being appealed; and 
“(C) name the court to which the appeal is taken.” 

of appeals judge to grant.” Ante, at 143–144. To begin with, I do not 
think that an anomaly. It makes entire sense to enable a single circuit 
judge to nip improper appeals in the bud, sparing parties the trouble of 
an appeal, and courts the expenditure of three times as much judicial en­
ergy. But if it were an anomaly, it would be one that existed as well 
under the prior statute, which was held to be jurisdictional. 
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In Torres we held that the Court of Appeals lacked jurisdic­
tion over the appeal of a party not properly named in the 
notice of appeal. 487 U. S., at 314–315. The parallel is 
perfect. 

The Court claims that the jurisdictional consequences of 
Rule 3(c) were “ ‘ “imposed by the legislature,” ’ ” ante, at 147 
(quoting Torres, supra, at 318), which according to the 
Court’s analysis “ ‘clearly state[d],’ ” ante, at 141 (quoting Ar­
baugh, 546 U. S., at 515), that Rule 3(c) is jurisdictional. But 
the Legislature there did precisely what it did here: made a 
particular document necessary to jurisdiction and then speci­
fied what that document must contain.6 I certainly agree 
that that is a clear statement that a document with the requi­
site content is necessary to jurisdiction. But the Court does 
not. So to distinguish Torres it has to find something else 
in Rule 3(c) that provided a “clear statement” of what “Con­
gress intended,” ante, at 142. The best it can come up with, 
ante, at 147, is an unclear statement, and that not from Con­
gress but from Advisory Committee Notes referred to in the 
Torres opinion. Such Notes are (of course) “the product of 
the Advisory Committee, and not Congress,” and “they are 
transmitted to Congress before the rule is enacted into law.” 
United States v. Vonn, 535 U. S. 55, 64, n. 6 (2002). They 
are, in other words, a species of legislative history. I know 

6 The Court’s claim that “Torres involved . . . a different textual, contex­
tual, and historical backdrop,” ante, at 148, n. 8, does not withstand scru­
tiny. First, consider the “textual backdrop.” The Court cannot really 
believe that Rule 3(c)(1)’s statement that a notice of appeal “must . . . 
specify” the appealing party is “ ‘clear’ jurisdictional language,” ante, at 
142, while § 2253(c)(3)’s “shall indicate” the issue or issues is not. If it did, 
it would say as much, since that would readily distinguish Torres. And 
then consider the “contextual” (whatever that means) and “historical back­
drop.” Each provision, in mandatory-but-not-jurisdictional language, 
specifies what another document, itself jurisdictional in light of statutory 
text and history, must contain. The two cases are, of course, literally 
“different,” ante, at 148, n. 8, but not in any legally relevant way. 
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of no precedent for the proposition that legislative history 
can satisfy a clear-statement requirement imposed by this 
Court’s opinions. Does today’s distinguishing of Torres 
mean that legislative history can waive the sovereign immu­
nity of the United States? See United States v. Nordic 
Village, Inc., 503 U. S. 30, 33–34 (1992). Or abrogate the 
sovereign immunity of the States? See Atascadero State 
Hospital v. Scanlon, 473 U. S. 234, 242 (1985). Or give ret­
roactive effect to new legislation? See Greene v. United 
States, 376 U. S. 149, 160 (1964). Or foreclose review of 
agency actions? See Abbott Laboratories v. Gardner, 387 
U. S. 136, 141 (1967). Today’s opinion is in this respect a 
timebomb. 

To make matters worse, the Advisory Committee Note 
considered by the Torres Court—as “support for [its] view,” 
487 U. S., at 315—did not clearly say that Rule 3(c)’s require­
ments were jurisdictional. It said this: 

“ ‘Rule 3 and Rule 4 combine to require that a notice 
of appeal be filed with the clerk of the district court 
within the time prescribed for taking an appeal. Be­
cause the timely filing of a notice of appeal is “manda­
tory and jurisdictional,” United States v. Robinson, 361 
U. S. 220, 224 (1960), compliance with the provisions of 
those rules is of the utmost importance.’ ” Id., at 315 
(quoting 28 U. S. C. App., p. 467 (1982 ed.); brackets 
omitted; emphasis added). 

To say that timely filing of a notice of appeal is jurisdictional, 
and that placing within the notice of appeal what Rule 3 says 
it must contain is “of the utmost importance,” does not re­
motely add up to a clear statement that placing within the 
notice of appeal what Rule 3 says it must contain is jurisdic­
tional. There is simply no principled basis for saying that 
Torres satisfies the “clear-statement principle,” ante, at 142, 
except the commonsense notion that when a document is 
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made jurisdictional, and the required contents of that docu­
ment specified, a document that does not contain those con­
tents cannot confer jurisdiction.7 

The Court is not willing to say that Torres is no longer 
good law, but I doubt whether future litigants will be so coy. 
They know that in the past, to avoid the uncongenial rigidity 
of the rule that procedures attending court-to-court appeals 
are jurisdictional, we have performed wondrous contortions 
to find compliance with those rules. For example, in Smith 
v. Barry, 502 U. S. 244, 248 (1992), we held that an “informal 
brief” filed after a defective notice of appeal counted as a 
valid notice of appeal. In Foman v. Davis, 371 U. S. 178, 
181 (1962), we held that a notice of appeal from the denial of 
a motion to vacate the judgment was also a notice of appeal 
from the underlying judgment. And in Houston v. Lack, 
487 U. S. 266, 270 (1988), we held that a prisoner’s notice of 
appeal was “filed” when it was delivered to prison authorities 
for forwarding to the District Court. These (shall we say) 
creative interpretations of the procedural requirements were 
made necessary by the background principle that is centuries 
old: “[I]f the mode prescribed for removing cases by writ of 
error or appeal be too strict and technical, and likely to 
produce inconvenience or injustice, it is for Congress to pro­
vide a remedy by altering the existing laws; not for the 
court.” Curry, 6 How., at 113. But if we have been willing 
to expose ourselves to ridicule in order to approve implausi­
ble compliance with procedural prerequisites to appeal, 
surely we may be willing to continue and expand the process 

7 The Court also tries to distinguish Torres on the ground that failure to 
comply with Rule 3 presented a different “possibility of gamesmanship,” 
ante, at 148, from that presented here. I fail to see the relevance of that 
happenstance. The premise of the Court’s opinion is that the question of 
jurisdiction vel non is governed by a “clear-statement principle,” ante, at 
142. The statement here is precisely as clear as the statement in Torres. 
Do we enforce clear statements only when there is a “possibility of games­
manship”? The Court’s freewheeling purposivism defies textual analysis. 
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of simply converting those obnoxious prerequisites into the 
now favored “claims processing rules,” enabling us to avoid 
unseemly contortions by simply invoking the ever-judge­
friendly principles of equity. 

What began as an effort to “ ‘bring some discipline’ to the 
use of the term ‘jurisdictional,’ ” ante, at 141 (quoting Hen­
derson, 562 U. S., at 435), shows signs of becoming a liber­
tine, liberating romp through our established jurisprudence. 

II 

A few remaining points raised by the Court’s opinion war­
rant response. 

The Court holds that the requirement imposed by para­
graph (c)(2) (that a COA may issue “only if the applicant has 
made a substantial showing of the denial of a constitutional 
right”) is not jurisdictional, and says that “[i]t follows that 
§ 2253(c)(3) is nonjurisdictional as well.” Ante, at 143. I 
need not reach the issue whether (c)(2) is jurisdictional— 
though it seems to me that the Court disposes rather sum­
marily of the Solicitor General’s view that it is. And I need 
not confront the Court with the back-at-you argument that 
if (c)(3) is jurisdictional (as I think) then (c)(2) is as well. 
For whether one runs it backwards or forwards, the argu­
ment is a bad one. Assuming that (c)(2) is nonjurisdictional, 
it does not at all “follow” that (c)(3) is nonjurisdictional as 
well. Paragraph (c)(3) is jurisdictional not because it is lo­
cated in subsection (c), but because it describes the required 
content of a COA. Paragraph (c)(2) does not; it sets forth 
the criterion for a COA’s issuance. A judge may apply that 
criterion erroneously but still produce a COA that (as para­
graph (c)(3) requires) “indicate[s] which specific issue or is­
sues satisfy the showing required by paragraph (2).” It no 
more follows that the erroneousness of the judge’s indication 
must destroy the jurisdiction that the COA creates, than it 
followed under the predecessor statute that the erroneous­
ness of the certification of probable cause for an appeal de­
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stroyed the jurisdiction that the certification created.8 The 
two issues are quite separate: what the judge must find, and 
what the COA (or certification) must contain. 

The Court points out that Gonzalez raised the Sixth 
Amendment issue in his application for a COA, that “[a] peti­
tioner, having successfully obtained a COA, has no control 
over how the judge drafts the COA,” and that the petitioner, 
“as in Gonzalez’s case, may have done everything required of 
him by law.” Ante, at 144. Perhaps it is true that the de­
fective COA was not at all Gonzalez’s fault—though he could 
have promptly moved to amend it. But no-fault elimination 
of jurisdiction is not forbidden. In Bowles v. Russell, 551 
U. S. 205 (2007), we enforced a time limit on notice of appeal 
where the District Court had purported to extend the time 
to file and the appellant had complied with the court’s order. 
Id., at 207, 213–214. It did not matter that the fault lay with 
the court. 

Finally, the Court points out that treating § 2253(c)(3) as 
jurisdictional would waste a lot of time. “Even if additional 
screening of already-issued COAs for § 2253(c)(3) defects 
could further winnow the cases before the courts of appeals, 
that would not outweigh the costs of further delay from the 
extra layer of review.” Ante, at 145. But that is not an 
argument directed to the statute before us; it is an argument 
directed against enforcement of all jurisdictional require­
ments (all of which, I suspect, are the object of the Court’s 
mounting disfavor). And the argument may not even be 
true, except in the (presumably rare) case where the juris­
dictional prescription is disregarded. Over the long term, 

8 We held in Nowakowski v. Maroney, 386 U. S. 542, 543 (1967) (per 
curiam), that “when a district judge grants [a certificate of probable 
cause], the court of appeals must grant an appeal . . . and proceed to a 
disposition of the appeal in accord with its ordinary procedure.” See also 
Carafas v. LaVallee, 391 U. S. 234, 242 (1968) (Nowakowski requires “that 
the appeal [be] considered on its merits . . . in cases where a certificate of 
probable cause has been granted”). 
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the time saved to judges and lawyers by an enforceable re­
quirement that appeals be screened by a single judge may 
vastly outweigh the time wasted by the occasional need 
for enforcement. That, it seems to me, is what Congress 
believed. 

* * * 

Terminology is destiny. Today’s holding, and the erosion 
of our prior jurisprudence that will perhaps follow upon it, is 
foreshadowed and facilitated by the unfortunate terminology 
with which we have chosen to accompany our campaign to 
“bring some discipline” to determinations of jurisdiction. 
We have said that the universe of rules placing limitations 
upon the courts is divided into (1) “claims processing rules,” 
and (2) jurisdiction-removing rules. Unless our prior juris­
prudence is to be repudiated, that is a false dichotomy. The 
requirement that the unsuccessful litigant file a timely notice 
of appeal, for example, is (if the term is to have any meaning) 
a claims-processing rule, ordering the process by which 
claims are adjudicated. Yet as discussed above, that, and all 
procedures that must be followed to proceed from one court 
to another, have always been deemed jurisdictional. The 
proper dichotomy is between claims-processing rules that 
are jurisdictional, and those that are not. To put it other­
wise suggests a test for jurisdiction that is not to be found 
in our cases.9 

9 It may well be that what I have called a false dichotomy was indeed 
meant to revise our jurisprudence. In Kontrick v. Ryan, 540 U. S. 443, 
455 (2004), we said by way of dictum the following: “Clarity would be 
facilitated if courts and litigants used the label ‘jurisdictional’ not for 
claim-processing rules, but only for prescriptions delineating the classes of 
cases (subject-matter jurisdiction) and the persons (personal jurisdiction) 
falling within a court’s adjudicatory authority.” Unless an appeal lacking 
a timely filing of a notice of appeal can be considered one that falls outside 
the appellate court’s “subject-matter jurisdiction” (which would be an odd 
usage), Kontrick’s dictum effectively announced today’s decision, the over­
ruling of Torres and Browder v. Director, Dept. of Corrections of Ill., 
434 U. S. 257 (1978), and the elimination of jurisdictional treatment for all 
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At the end of the day, the indication requirement in 
§ 2253(c)(3) is “ ‘imposed by the legislature and not by the 
judicial process.’ ” Torres, 487 U. S., at 318 (quoting Schia­
vone v. Fortune, 477 U. S. 21, 31 (1986)). Whether or not 
its enforcement leads to a harsh result, wastes time in this 
particular case, or (though the Court does not give this as a 
reason) prevents us from reaching a Circuit conflict we are 
dying to resolve, we are obliged to enforce it. I respect­
fully dissent. 

procedural requirements for appeal. That the announcement has not 
been heeded is demonstrated by Bowles v. Russell, 551 U. S. 205 (2007) 
(decided after Kontrick), which (over the dissent of the author of Kon­
trick) reaffirmed Browder. I confess error in joining the quoted portion 
of Kontrick. 
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COMMISSION et al.
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the sixth circuit 

No. 10–553. Argued October 5, 2011—Decided January 11, 2012 

Petitioner Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church and School is a 
member congregation of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. The 
Synod classifies its schoolteachers into two categories: “called” and 
“lay.” “Called” teachers are regarded as having been called to their 
vocation by God. To be eligible to be considered “called,” a teacher 
must complete certain academic requirements, including a course of 
theological study. Once called, a teacher receives the formal title “Min­
ister of Religion, Commissioned.” “Lay” teachers, by contrast, are not 
required to be trained by the Synod or even to be Lutheran. Although 
lay and called teachers at Hosanna-Tabor generally performed the 
same duties, lay teachers were hired only when called teachers were 
unavailable. 

After respondent Cheryl Perich completed the required training, 
Hosanna-Tabor asked her to become a called teacher. Perich accepted 
the call and was designated a commissioned minister. In addition to 
teaching secular subjects, Perich taught a religion class, led her stu­
dents in daily prayer and devotional exercises, and took her students to 
a weekly school-wide chapel service. Perich led the chapel service her­
self about twice a year. 

Perich developed narcolepsy and began the 2004–2005 school year on 
disability leave. In January 2005, she notified the school principal that 
she would be able to report to work in February. The principal re­
sponded that the school had already contracted with a lay teacher to fill 
Perich’s position for the remainder of the school year. The principal 
also expressed concern that Perich was not yet ready to return to the 
classroom. The congregation subsequently offered to pay a portion of 
Perich’s health insurance premiums in exchange for her resignation as 
a called teacher. Perich refused to resign. In February, Perich pre­
sented herself at the school and refused to leave until she received writ­
ten documentation that she had reported to work. The principal later 
called Perich and told her that she would likely be fired. Perich re­
sponded that she had spoken with an attorney and intended to assert 
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her legal rights. In a subsequent letter, the chairman of the school 
board advised Perich that the congregation would consider whether to 
rescind her call at its next meeting. As grounds for termination, the 
letter cited Perich’s “insubordination and disruptive behavior,” as well 
as the damage she had done to her “working relationship” with the 
school by “threatening to take legal action.” The congregation voted to 
rescind Perich’s call, and Hosanna-Tabor sent her a letter of termination. 

Perich filed a charge with the Equal Employment Opportunity Com­
mission, claiming that her employment had been terminated in violation 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The EEOC brought suit 
against Hosanna-Tabor, alleging that Perich had been fired in retaliation 
for threatening to file an ADA lawsuit. Perich intervened in the litiga­
tion. Invoking what is known as the “ministerial exception,” Hosanna-
Tabor argued that the suit was barred by the First Amendment because 
the claims concerned the employment relationship between a religious 
institution and one of its ministers. The District Court agreed and 
granted summary judgment in Hosanna-Tabor’s favor. The Sixth Cir­
cuit vacated and remanded. It recognized the existence of a ministerial 
exception rooted in the First Amendment, but concluded that Perich did 
not qualify as a “minister” under the exception. 

Held: 
1. The Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First Amend­

ment bar suits brought on behalf of ministers against their churches, 
claiming termination in violation of employment discrimination laws. 
Pp. 181–190. 

(a) The First Amendment provides, in part, that “Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof.” Familiar with life under the established Church 
of England, the founding generation sought to foreclose the possibility 
of a national church. By forbidding the “establishment of religion” and 
guaranteeing the “free exercise thereof,” the Religion Clauses ensured 
that the new Federal Government—unlike the English Crown—would 
have no role in filling ecclesiastical offices. Pp. 181–185. 

(b) This Court first considered the issue of government interfer­
ence with a church’s ability to select its own ministers in the context of 
disputes over church property. This Court’s decisions in that area con­
firm that it is impermissible for the government to contradict a church’s 
determination of who can act as its ministers. See Watson v. Jones, 13 
Wall. 679; Kedroff v. Saint Nicholas Cathedral of Russian Orthodox 
Church in North America, 344 U. S. 94; Serbian Eastern Orthodox Dio­
cese for United States and Canada v. Milivojevich, 426 U. S. 696. 
Pp. 185–187. 
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(c) Since the passage of Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and other employment discrimination laws, the Courts of Appeals have 
uniformly recognized the existence of a “ministerial exception,” 
grounded in the First Amendment, that precludes application of such 
legislation to claims concerning the employment relationship between a 
religious institution and its ministers. The Court agrees that there is 
such a ministerial exception. Requiring a church to accept or retain an 
unwanted minister, or punishing a church for failing to do so, intrudes 
upon more than a mere employment decision. Such action interferes 
with the internal governance of the church, depriving the church of con­
trol over the selection of those who will personify its beliefs. By impos­
ing an unwanted minister, the state infringes the Free Exercise Clause, 
which protects a religious group’s right to shape its own faith and mis­
sion through its appointments. According the state the power to deter­
mine which individuals will minister to the faithful also violates the 
Establishment Clause, which prohibits government involvement in such 
ecclesiastical decisions. 

The EEOC and Perich contend that religious organizations can defend 
against employment discrimination claims by invoking their First 
Amendment right to freedom of association. They thus see no need— 
and no basis—for a special rule for ministers grounded in the Religion 
Clauses themselves. Their position, however, is hard to square with 
the text of the First Amendment itself, which gives special solicitude 
to the rights of religious organizations. The Court cannot accept the 
remarkable view that the Religion Clauses have nothing to say about a 
religious organization’s freedom to select its own ministers. 

The EEOC and Perich also contend that Employment Div., Dept. of 
Human Resources of Ore. v. Smith, 494 U. S. 872, precludes recognition 
of a ministerial exception. But Smith involved government regulation 
of only outward physical acts. The present case, in contrast, concerns 
government interference with an internal church decision that affects 
the faith and mission of the church itself. Pp. 188–190. 

2. Because Perich was a minister within the meaning of the ministe­
rial exception, the First Amendment requires dismissal of this employ­
ment discrimination suit against her religious employer. Pp. 190–196. 

(a) The ministerial exception is not limited to the head of a religious 
congregation. The Court, however, does not adopt a rigid formula for 
deciding when an employee qualifies as a minister. Here, it is enough 
to conclude that the exception covers Perich, given all the circumstances 
of her employment. Hosanna-Tabor held her out as a minister, with a 
role distinct from that of most of its members. That title represented 
a significant degree of religious training followed by a formal process of 
commissioning. Perich also held herself out as a minister by, for exam­
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ple, accepting the formal call to religious service. And her job duties 
reflected a role in conveying the Church’s message and carrying out its 
mission: As a source of religious instruction, Perich played an important 
part in transmitting the Lutheran faith. 

In concluding that Perich was not a minister under the exception, the 
Sixth Circuit committed three errors. First, it failed to see any rele­
vance in the fact that Perich was a commissioned minister. Although 
such a title, by itself, does not automatically ensure coverage, the fact 
that an employee has been ordained or commissioned as a minister is 
surely relevant, as is the fact that significant religious training and a 
recognized religious mission underlie the description of the employee’s 
position. Second, the Sixth Circuit gave too much weight to the fact 
that lay teachers at the school performed the same religious duties as 
Perich. Though relevant, it cannot be dispositive that others not for­
mally recognized as ministers by the church perform the same func­
tions—particularly when, as here, they did so only because commis­
sioned ministers were unavailable. Third, the Sixth Circuit placed too 
much emphasis on Perich’s performance of secular duties. Although 
the amount of time an employee spends on particular activities is rele­
vant in assessing that employee’s status, that factor cannot be consid­
ered in isolation, without regard to the other considerations discussed 
above. Pp. 190–194. 

(b) Because Perich was a minister for purposes of the exception, 
this suit must be dismissed. An order reinstating Perich as a called 
teacher would have plainly violated the Church’s freedom under the Re­
ligion Clauses to select its own ministers. Though Perich no longer 
seeks reinstatement, she continues to seek frontpay, backpay, compensa­
tory and punitive damages, and attorney’s fees. An award of such relief 
would operate as a penalty on the Church for terminating an unwanted 
minister, and would be no less prohibited by the First Amendment than 
an order overturning the termination. Such relief would depend on a 
determination that Hosanna-Tabor was wrong to have relieved Perich 
of her position, and it is precisely such a ruling that is barred by the 
ministerial exception. 

Any suggestion that Hosanna-Tabor’s asserted religious reason for 
firing Perich was pretextual misses the point of the ministerial excep­
tion. The purpose of the exception is not to safeguard a church’s deci­
sion to fire a minister only when it is made for a religious reason. The 
exception instead ensures that the authority to select and control who 
will minister to the faithful is the church’s alone. Pp. 194–195. 

(c) Today the Court holds only that the ministerial exception bars 
an employment discrimination suit brought on behalf of a minister, chal­
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lenging her church’s decision to fire her. The Court expresses no view 
on whether the exception bars other types of suits. Pp. 195–196. 

597 F. 3d 769, reversed. 

Roberts, C. J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. Thomas, 
J., filed a concurring opinion, post, p. 196. Alito, J., filed a concurring 
opinion, in which Kagan, J., joined, post, p. 198. 

Douglas Laycock argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were Kevin J. Hasson, Eric C. Rassbach, 
Hannah C. Smith, Luke W. Goodrich, Lori H. Windham, and 
James W. Erwin. 

Leondra R. Kruger argued the cause for the federal re­
spondent. With her on the brief were Solicitor General 
Verrilli, Assistant Attorney General Perez, Joseph R. Pal-
more, Dennis J. Dimsey, Sharon M. McGowan, P. David 
Lopez, Lorraine C. Davis, and Carolyn L. Wheeler. Walter 
Dellinger argued the cause for respondent Perich. With 
him on the brief were Sri Srinivasan, Anton Metlit­
sky, Loren L. Alikhan, James E. Roach, and Robert M. 
Vercruysse.* 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the American 
Association of Christian Schools by Robert J. McCully; for the American 
Bible Society et al. by Stuart J. Lark; for the American Center for Law 
and Justice et al. by Jay Alan Sekulow, Stuart J. Roth, Colby M. May, 
James M. Henderson, Sr., David French, Walter M. Weber, and Michael 
S. Anderson; for the American Jewish Committee et al. by David Dunn 
and Marc Stern; for the Council for Christian Colleges and Universities by 
Aaron D. Lindstrom and Matthew T. Nelson; for the Evangelical Covenant 
Church et al. by Michael W. McConnell; for the International Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention et al. by Gene C. Schaerr, Stef­
fen N. Johnson, Michael T. Morley, Linda T. Coberly, and William P. Fer­
ranti; for the Jewish Educational Center et al. by Kelly J. Shackelford 
and Hiram S. Sasser III; for the Justice and Freedom Fund by James L. 
Hirsen and Deborah J. Dewart; for the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
by Christopher C. Lund and T. Michael Ward; for the Muslim-American 
Public Affairs Council et al. by Douglas R. Bush and Eric S. Baxter; for 
the National Jewish Commission on Law and Public Affairs by Nathan 
Lewin and Alyza D. Lewin; for Religious Organizations and Institutions 
by Carter G. Phillips, Edward R. McNicholas, David S. Petron, and Gor­
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Chief Justice Roberts delivered the opinion of the 
Court. 

Certain employment discrimination laws authorize em­
ployees who have been wrongfully terminated to sue their 
employers for reinstatement and damages. The question 
presented is whether the Establishment and Free Exercise 
Clauses of the First Amendment bar such an action when 

don D. Todd; for Religious Tribunal Experts by Megan L. Brown; for Trin­
ity Baptist Church of Jacksonville, Inc., by Edward H. Trent and Joseph 
W. Hatchett; for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops et al. 
by Kevin T. Baine, Anthony R. Picarello, Jr., Jeffrey Hunter Moon, Mi­
chael F. Moses, Von G. Keetch, and R. Shawn Gunnarson; and for Wall-
Builders, Inc. by Steven W. Fitschen. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the American 
Humanist Association et al. by Elizabeth L. Hileman; for Americans 
United for Separation of Church and State et al. by Ayesha N. Khan, 
Gregory M. Lipper, Steven R. Shapiro, Daniel Mach, and Michael J. Stein­
berg; for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund et al. by Kevin K. Russell, John 
Payton, Debo P. Adegbile, ReNika C. Moore, Ray P. McClain, Linda D. 
Kilb, Fatima Goss Graves, Dina Lassow, Judith L. Lichtman, and Sarah 
C. Crawford; for the National Employment Lawyers Association by Eric 
Schnapper and Rebecca M. Hamburg; for the People for the American 
Way Foundation by David J. Bederman and Margery F. Baker; and for 
Neil H. Cogan by Mr. Cogan, pro se. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed for the State of Michigan et al. by Bill 
Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan, John J. Bursch, Solicitor General, 
and B. Eric Restuccia, Deputy Solicitor General, and by the Attorneys 
General for their respective States as follows: Luther Strange of Alabama, 
Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, Gregory F. Zoeller of Indiana, James D. 
“Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, Wayne Stenehjem of North Dakota, E. 
Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, and Greg Abbott of Texas; for the Anti-
Defamation League by Ian Scharfman, Steven M. Freeman, and Steven 
C. Sheinberg; for Antitrust Professors and Scholars by Harry First, pro 
se; for BishopAccountability.org et al. by Marci A. Hamilton; for the In­
ternational Center for Law and Religion Studies at Brigham Young Uni­
versity by W. Cole Durham, Jr., and Robert T. Smith; for Law and Reli­
gion Professors by Leslie C. Griffin; for The Rutherford Institute by John 
W. Whitehead, Bradley J. Andreozzi, and Jason P. Gosselin; and for Eu­
gene Volokh et al. by Thomas C. Berg, Carl H. Esbeck, Richard W. Gar­
nett, K. Hollyn Hollman, Melissa Rogers, and Kimberlee Wood Colby. 
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the employer is a religious group and the employee is one of 
the group’s ministers. 

I 
A 

Petitioner Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church 
and School is a member congregation of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, the second largest Lutheran de­
nomination in America. Hosanna-Tabor operated a small 
school in Redford, Michigan, offering a “Christ-centered edu­
cation” to students in kindergarten through eighth grade. 
582 F. Supp. 2d 881, 884 (ED Mich. 2008) (internal quotation 
marks omitted). 

The Synod classifies teachers into two categories: “called” 
and “lay.” “Called” teachers are regarded as having been 
called to their vocation by God through a congregation. To 
be eligible to receive a call from a congregation, a teacher 
must satisfy certain academic requirements. One way of 
doing so is by completing a “colloquy” program at a Lutheran 
college or university. The program requires candidates to 
take eight courses of theological study, obtain the endorse­
ment of their local Synod district, and pass an oral examina­
tion by a faculty committee. A teacher who meets these 
requirements may be called by a congregation. Once called, 
a teacher receives the formal title “Minister of Religion, 
Commissioned.” App. 42, 48. A commissioned minister 
serves for an open-ended term; at Hosanna-Tabor, a call 
could be rescinded only for cause and by a supermajority 
vote of the congregation. 

“Lay” or “contract” teachers, by contrast, are not required 
to be trained by the Synod or even to be Lutheran. At 
Hosanna-Tabor, they were appointed by the school board, 
without a vote of the congregation, to one-year renewable 
terms. Although teachers at the school generally per­
formed the same duties regardless of whether they were lay 
or called, lay teachers were hired only when called teachers 
were unavailable. 
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Respondent Cheryl Perich was first employed by Hosanna-
Tabor as a lay teacher in 1999. After Perich completed her 
colloquy later that school year, Hosanna-Tabor asked her to 
become a called teacher. Perich accepted the call and re­
ceived a “diploma of vocation” designating her a commis­
sioned minister. Id., at 42. 

Perich taught kindergarten during her first four years at 
Hosanna-Tabor and fourth grade during the 2003–2004 school 
year. She taught math, language arts, social studies, sci­
ence, gym, art, and music. She also taught a religion class 
four days a week, led the students in prayer and devotional 
exercises each day, and attended a weekly school-wide chapel 
service. Perich led the chapel service herself about twice 
a year. 

Perich became ill in June 2004 with what was eventually 
diagnosed as narcolepsy. Symptoms included sudden and 
deep sleeps from which she could not be roused. Because 
of her illness, Perich began the 2004–2005 school year on dis­
ability leave. On January 27, 2005, however, Perich notified 
the school principal, Stacey Hoeft, that she would be able to 
report to work the following month. Hoeft responded that 
the school had already contracted with a lay teacher to fill 
Perich’s position for the remainder of the school year. Hoeft 
also expressed concern that Perich was not yet ready to re­
turn to the classroom. 

On January 30, Hosanna-Tabor held a meeting of its con­
gregation at which school administrators stated that Perich 
was unlikely to be physically capable of returning to work 
that school year or the next. The congregation voted to 
offer Perich a “peaceful release” from her call, whereby the 
congregation would pay a portion of her health insurance 
premiums in exchange for her resignation as a called teacher. 
Id., at 178, 186. Perich refused to resign and produced a 
note from her doctor stating that she would be able to return 
to work on February 22. The school board urged Perich to 
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reconsider, informing her that the school no longer had a 
position for her, but Perich stood by her decision not to 
resign. 

On the morning of February 22—the first day she was 
medically cleared to return to work—Perich presented her­
self at the school. Hoeft asked her to leave but she would 
not do so until she obtained written documentation that she 
had reported to work. Later that afternoon, Hoeft called 
Perich at home and told her that she would likely be fired. 
Perich responded that she had spoken with an attorney and 
intended to assert her legal rights. 

Following a school board meeting that evening, board 
chairman Scott Salo sent Perich a letter stating that 
Hosanna-Tabor was reviewing the process for rescinding her 
call in light of her “regrettable” actions. Id., at 229. Salo 
subsequently followed up with a letter advising Perich that 
the congregation would consider whether to rescind her call 
at its next meeting. As grounds for termination, the letter 
cited Perich’s “insubordination and disruptive behavior” on 
February 22, as well as the damage she had done to her 
“working relationship” with the school by “threatening to 
take legal action.” Id., at 55. The congregation voted to 
rescind Perich’s call on April 10, and Hosanna-Tabor sent her 
a letter of termination the next day. 

B 

Perich filed a charge with the Equal Employment Oppor­
tunity Commission, alleging that her employment had been 
terminated in violation of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990, 104 Stat. 327, 42 U. S. C. § 12101 et seq. The 
ADA prohibits an employer from discriminating against a 
qualified individual on the basis of disability. § 12112(a). It 
also prohibits an employer from retaliating “against any indi­
vidual because such individual has opposed any act or prac­
tice made unlawful by [the ADA] or because such individual 
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made a charge, testified, assisted, or participated in any man­
ner in an investigation, proceeding, or hearing under [the 
ADA].” § 12203(a).1 

The EEOC brought suit against Hosanna-Tabor, alleging 
that Perich had been fired in retaliation for threatening to 
file an ADA lawsuit. Perich intervened in the litigation, 
claiming unlawful retaliation under both the ADA and the 
Michigan Persons with Disabilities Civil Rights Act, Mich. 
Comp. Laws § 37.1602(a) (1979). The EEOC and Perich 
sought Perich’s reinstatement to her former position (or 
frontpay in lieu thereof), along with backpay, compensatory 
and punitive damages, attorney’s fees, and other injunctive 
relief. 

Hosanna-Tabor moved for summary judgment. Invoking 
what is known as the “ministerial exception,” the Church 
argued that the suit was barred by the First Amendment 
because the claims at issue concerned the employment rela­
tionship between a religious institution and one of its minis­
ters. According to the Church, Perich was a minister, and 
she had been fired for a religious reason—namely, that her 
threat to sue the Church violated the Synod’s belief that 
Christians should resolve their disputes internally. 

The District Court agreed that the suit was barred by the 
ministerial exception and granted summary judgment in 

1 The ADA itself provides religious entities with two defenses to claims 
of discrimination that arise under subchapter I of the Act. The first pro­
vides that “[t]his subchapter shall not prohibit a religious corporation, as­
sociation, educational institution, or society from giving preference in em­
ployment to individuals of a particular religion to perform work connected 
with the carrying on by such [entity] of its activities.” § 12113(d)(1) (2006 
ed., Supp. III). The second provides that “[u]nder this subchapter, a reli­
gious organization may require that all applicants and employees conform 
to the religious tenets of such organization.” § 12113(d)(2). The ADA’s 
prohibition against retaliation, § 12203(a), appears in a different subchap­
ter—subchapter IV. The EEOC and Perich contend, and Hosanna-Tabor 
does not dispute, that these defenses therefore do not apply to retalia­
tion claims. 
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Hosanna-Tabor’s favor. The court explained that “Hosanna-
Tabor treated Perich like a minister and held her out to the 
world as such long before this litigation began,” and that the 
“facts surrounding Perich’s employment in a religious school 
with a sectarian mission” supported the Church’s character­
ization. 582 F. Supp. 2d, at 891–892. In light of that de­
termination, the court concluded that it could “inquire no 
further into her claims of retaliation.” Id., at 892. 

The Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit vacated and 
remanded, directing the District Court to proceed to the 
merits of Perich’s retaliation claims. The Court of Appeals 
recognized the existence of a ministerial exception barring 
certain employment discrimination claims against religious 
institutions—an exception “rooted in the First Amendment’s 
guarantees of religious freedom.” 597 F. 3d 769, 777 (2010). 
The court concluded, however, that Perich did not qualify as 
a “minister” under the exception, noting in particular that 
her duties as a called teacher were identical to her duties as a 
lay teacher. Id., at 778–781. Judge White concurred. She 
viewed the question whether Perich qualified as a minister 
to be closer than did the majority, but agreed that the “fact 
that the duties of the contract teachers are the same as the 
duties of the called teachers is telling.” Id., at 782, 784. 

We granted certiorari. 563 U. S. 903 (2011). 

II 

The First Amendment provides, in part, that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” We have said that 
these two Clauses “often exert conflicting pressures,” Cutter 
v. Wilkinson, 544 U. S. 709, 719 (2005), and that there can be 
“internal tension . . . between the Establishment Clause and 
the Free Exercise Clause,” Tilton v. Richardson, 403 U. S. 
672, 677 (1971) (plurality opinion). Not so here. Both Reli­
gion Clauses bar the government from interfering with the 
decision of a religious group to fire one of its ministers. 
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A 

Controversy between church and state over religious of­
fices is hardly new. In 1215, the issue was addressed in the 
very first clause of Magna Carta. There, King John agreed 
that “the English church shall be free, and shall have its 
rights undiminished and its liberties unimpaired.” The 
King in particular accepted the “freedom of elections,” a 
right “thought to be of the greatest necessity and impor­
tance to the English church.” J. Holt, Magna Carta App. 
IV, p. 317, cl. 1 (1965). 

That freedom in many cases may have been more theoreti­
cal than real. See, e. g., W. Warren, Henry II 312 (1973) (re­
counting the writ sent by Henry II to the electors of a bish­
opric in Winchester, stating: “I order you to hold a free 
election, but forbid you to elect anyone but Richard my 
clerk”). In any event, it did not survive the reign of Henry 
VIII, even in theory. The Act of Supremacy of 1534, 26 
Hen. 8, ch. 1, made the English monarch the supreme head 
of the Church, and the Act in Restraint of Annates, 25 Hen. 
8, ch. 20, passed that same year, gave him the authority to 
appoint the Church’s high officials. See G. Elton, The Tudor 
Constitution: Documents and Commentary 331–332 (1960). 
Various Acts of Uniformity, enacted subsequently, tightened 
further the government’s grip on the exercise of religion. 
See, e. g., Act of Uniformity, 1559, 1 Eliz., ch. 2; Act of Uni­
formity, 1549, 2 & 3 Edw. 6, ch. 1. The Uniformity Act of 
1662, for instance, limited service as a minister to those who 
formally assented to prescribed tenets and pledged to follow 
the mode of worship set forth in the Book of Common 
Prayer. Any minister who refused to make that pledge was 
“deprived of all his Spiritual Promotions.” Act of Uniform­
ity, 1662, 14 Car. 2, ch. 4. 

Seeking to escape the control of the national church, the 
Puritans fled to New England, where they hoped to elect 
their own ministers and establish their own modes of wor­
ship. See T. Curry, The First Freedoms: Church and State 
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in America to the Passage of the First Amendment 3 (1986); 
McConnell, The Origins and Historical Understanding of 
Free Exercise of Religion, 103 Harv. L. Rev. 1409, 1422 
(1990). William Penn, the Quaker proprietor of what would 
eventually become Pennsylvania and Delaware, also sought 
independence from the Church of England. The charter 
creating the province of Pennsylvania contained no clause 
establishing a religion. See S. Cobb, The Rise of Religious 
Liberty in America 440–441 (1970). 

Colonists in the South, in contrast, brought the Church of 
England with them. But even they sometimes chafed at the 
control exercised by the Crown and its representatives over 
religious offices. In Virginia, for example, the law vested 
the governor with the power to induct ministers presented 
to him by parish vestries, 2 Hening’s Statutes at Large 46 
(1642), but the vestries often refused to make such presenta­
tions and instead chose ministers on their own. See H. Eck­
enrode, Separation of Church and State in Virginia 13–19 
(1910). Controversies over the selection of ministers also 
arose in other Colonies with Anglican establishments, includ­
ing North Carolina. See C. Antieau, A. Downey, & E. Rob­
erts, Freedom From Federal Establishment: Formation and 
Early History of the First Amendment Religion Clauses 10– 
11 (1964). There, the royal governor insisted that the right 
of presentation lay with the Bishop of London, but the colo­
nial assembly enacted laws placing that right in the vestries. 
Authorities in England intervened, repealing those laws as 
inconsistent with the rights of the Crown. See id., at 11; 
Weeks, Church and State in North Carolina, Johns Hopkins 
U. Studies in Hist. & Pol. Sci., 11th Ser., Nos. 5–6, pp. 29– 
36 (1893). 

It was against this background that the First Amendment 
was adopted. Familiar with life under the established 
Church of England, the founding generation sought to fore­
close the possibility of a national church. See 1 Annals of 
Cong. 730–731 (1789) (remarks of J. Madison) (noting that the 
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Establishment Clause addressed the fear that “one sect 
might obtain a pre-eminence, or two combine together, and 
establish a religion to which they would compel others to 
conform”). By forbidding the “establishment of religion” 
and guaranteeing the “free exercise thereof,” the Religion 
Clauses ensured that the new Federal Government—unlike 
the English Crown—would have no role in filling ecclesiasti­
cal offices. The Establishment Clause prevents the Govern­
ment from appointing ministers, and the Free Exercise 
Clause prevents it from interfering with the freedom of reli­
gious groups to select their own. 

This understanding of the Religion Clauses was reflected 
in two events involving James Madison, “ ‘the leading archi­
tect of the religion clauses of the First Amendment.’ ” Ari­
zona Christian School Tuition Organization v. Winn, 563 
U. S. 125, 141 (2011) (quoting Flast v. Cohen, 392 U. S. 83, 
103 (1968)). The first occurred in 1806, when John Carroll, 
the first Catholic bishop in the United States, solicited the 
Executive’s opinion on who should be appointed to direct the 
affairs of the Catholic Church in the territory newly acquired 
by the Louisiana Purchase. After consulting with President 
Jefferson, then-Secretary of State Madison responded that 
the selection of church “functionaries” was an “entirely eccle­
siastical” matter left to the Church’s own judgment. Letter 
from James Madison to Bishop Carroll (Nov. 20, 1806), re­
printed in 20 Records of the American Catholic Historical 
Society 63 (1909). The “scrupulous policy of the Consti­
tution in guarding against a political interference with re­
ligious affairs,” Madison explained, prevented the Gov­
ernment from rendering an opinion on the “selection of 
ecclesiastical individuals.” Id., at 63–64. 

The second episode occurred in 1811, when Madison was 
President. Congress had passed a bill incorporating the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the town of Alexandria in 
what was then the District of Columbia. Madison vetoed 
the bill, on the ground that it “exceeds the rightful authority 
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to which Governments are limited, by the essential distinc­
tion between civil and religious functions, and violates, in 
particular, the article of the Constitution of the United 
States, which declares, that ‘Congress shall make no law re­
specting a religious establishment.’ ” 22 Annals of Cong. 
982–983 (1811). Madison explained: 

“The bill enacts into, and establishes by law, sundry 
rules and proceedings relative purely to the organization 
and polity of the church incorporated, and comprehend­
ing even the election and removal of the Minister of the 
same; so that no change could be made therein by the 
particular society, or by the general church of which it 
is a member, and whose authority it recognises.” Id., 
at 983 (emphasis added). 

B 

Given this understanding of the Religion Clauses—and the 
absence of government employment regulation generally—it 
was some time before questions about government interfer­
ence with a church’s ability to select its own ministers came 
before the courts. This Court touched upon the issue in­
directly, however, in the context of disputes over church 
property. Our decisions in that area confirm that it is 
impermissible for the government to contradict a church’s 
determination of who can act as its ministers. 

In Watson v. Jones, 13 Wall. 679 (1872), the Court consid­
ered a dispute between antislavery and proslavery factions 
over who controlled the property of the Walnut Street 
Presbyterian Church in Louisville, Kentucky. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church had recognized the an­
tislavery faction, and this Court—applying not the Constitu­
tion but a “broad and sound view of the relations of church 
and state under our system of laws”—declined to question 
that determination. Id., at 727. We explained that “when­
ever the questions of discipline, or of faith, or ecclesiastical 
rule, custom, or law have been decided by the highest of [the] 
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church judicatories to which the matter has been carried, the 
legal tribunals must accept such decisions as final, and as 
binding on them.” Ibid. As we would put it later, our 
opinion in Watson “radiates . . . a spirit of freedom for re­
ligious organizations, an independence from secular control 
or manipulation—in short, power to decide for themselves, 
free from state interference, matters of church government 
as well as those of faith and doctrine.” Kedroff v. Saint 
Nicholas Cathedral of Russian Orthodox Church in North 
America, 344 U. S. 94, 116 (1952). 

Confronting the issue under the Constitution for the first 
time in Kedroff, the Court recognized that the “[f]reedom to 
select the clergy, where no improper methods of choice are 
proven,” is “part of the free exercise of religion” protected 
by the First Amendment against government interference. 
Ibid. At issue in Kedroff was the right to use a Russian 
Orthodox cathedral in New York City. The Russian Ortho­
dox churches in North America had split from the Supreme 
Church Authority in Moscow, out of concern that the Author­
ity had become a tool of the Soviet Government. The North 
American churches claimed that the right to use the cathe­
dral belonged to an archbishop elected by them; the Supreme 
Church Authority claimed that it belonged instead to an 
archbishop appointed by the patriarch in Moscow. New 
York’s highest court ruled in favor of the North American 
churches, based on a state law requiring every Russian Or­
thodox church in New York to recognize the determination 
of the governing body of the North American churches as 
authoritative. Id., at 96–97, 99, n. 3, 106, n. 10. 

This Court reversed, concluding that the New York law 
violated the First Amendment. Id., at 107. We explained 
that the controversy over the right to use the cathedral was 
“strictly a matter of ecclesiastical government, the power of 
the Supreme Church Authority of the Russian Orthodox 
Church to appoint the ruling hierarch of the archdiocese of 
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North America.” Id., at 115. By “pass[ing] the control of 
matters strictly ecclesiastical from one church authority to 
another,” the New York law intruded the “power of the state 
into the forbidden area of religious freedom contrary to the 
principles of the First Amendment.” Id., at 119. Accord­
ingly, we declared the law unconstitutional because it “di­
rectly prohibit[ed] the free exercise of an ecclesiastical right, 
the Church’s choice of its hierarchy.” Ibid. 

This Court reaffirmed these First Amendment principles 
in Serbian Eastern Orthodox Diocese for United States and 
Canada v. Milivojevich, 426 U. S. 696 (1976), a case involving 
a dispute over control of the American-Canadian Diocese of 
the Serbian Orthodox Church, including its property and 
assets. The Church had removed Dionisije Milivojevich as 
bishop of the American-Canadian Diocese because of his de­
fiance of the church hierarchy. Following his removal, Dio­
nisije brought a civil action in state court challenging the 
Church’s decision, and the Illinois Supreme Court “pur­
ported in effect to reinstate Dionisije as Diocesan Bishop,” 
on the ground that the proceedings resulting in his removal 
failed to comply with church laws and regulations. Id., at 708. 

Reversing that judgment, this Court explained that the 
First Amendment “permit[s] hierarchical religious organiza­
tions to establish their own rules and regulations for internal 
discipline and government, and to create tribunals for adjudi­
cating disputes over these matters.” Id., at 724. When ec­
clesiastical tribunals decide such disputes, we further ex­
plained, “the Constitution requires that civil courts accept 
their decisions as binding upon them.” Id., at 725. We thus 
held that by inquiring into whether the Church had followed 
its own procedures, the State Supreme Court had “unconsti­
tutionally undertaken the resolution of quintessentially reli­
gious controversies whose resolution the First Amendment 
commits exclusively to the highest ecclesiastical tribunals” 
of the Church. Id., at 720. 
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C 

Until today, we have not had occasion to consider whether 
this freedom of a religious organization to select its ministers 
is implicated by a suit alleging discrimination in employ­
ment. The Courts of Appeals, in contrast, have had exten­
sive experience with this issue. Since the passage of Title 
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U. S. C. § 2000e et seq., 
and other employment discrimination laws, the Courts of Ap­
peals have uniformly recognized the existence of a “ministe­
rial exception,” grounded in the First Amendment, that pre­
cludes application of such legislation to claims concerning the 
employment relationship between a religious institution and 
its ministers.2 

We agree that there is such a ministerial exception. The 
members of a religious group put their faith in the hands of 
their ministers. Requiring a church to accept or retain an 
unwanted minister, or punishing a church for failing to do so, 
intrudes upon more than a mere employment decision. Such 
action interferes with the internal governance of the church, 
depriving the church of control over the selection of those 
who will personify its beliefs. By imposing an unwanted 
minister, the state infringes the Free Exercise Clause, which 
protects a religious group’s right to shape its own faith 
and mission through its appointments. According the state 

2 See Natal v. Christian and Missionary Alliance, 878 F. 2d 1575, 1578 
(CA1 1989); Rweyemamu v. Cote, 520 F. 3d 198, 204–209 (CA2 2008); Pe­
truska v. Gannon Univ., 462 F. 3d 294, 303–307 (CA3 2006); EEOC v. 
Roman Catholic Diocese, 213 F. 3d 795, 800–801 (CA4 2000); Combs v. 
Central Tex. Annual Conference, 173 F. 3d 343, 345–350 (CA5 1999); Hol­
lins v. Methodist Healthcare, Inc., 474 F. 3d 223, 225–227 (CA6 2007); 
Schleicher v. Salvation Army, 518 F. 3d 472, 475 (CA7 2008); Scharon v. 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Presbyterian Hospitals, 929 F. 2d 360, 362–363 (CA8 
1991); Werft v. Desert Southwest Annual Conference, 377 F. 3d 1099, 1100– 
1104 (CA9 2004) (per curiam); Bryce v. Episcopal Church, 289 F. 3d 
648, 655–657 (CA10 2002); Gellington v. Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Inc., 203 F. 3d 1299, 1301–1304 (CA11 2000); EEOC v. Catholic 
Univ., 83 F. 3d 455, 460–463 (CADC 1996). 
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the power to determine which individuals will minister to 
the faithful also violates the Establishment Clause, which 
prohibits government involvement in such ecclesiastical 
decisions. 

The EEOC and Perich acknowledge that employment dis­
crimination laws would be unconstitutional as applied to reli­
gious groups in certain circumstances. They grant, for ex­
ample, that it would violate the First Amendment for courts 
to apply such laws to compel the ordination of women by the 
Catholic Church or by an Orthodox Jewish seminary. Brief 
for Federal Respondent 31; Brief for Respondent Perich 
35–36. According to the EEOC and Perich, religious orga­
nizations could successfully defend against employment dis­
crimination claims in those circumstances by invoking the 
constitutional right to freedom of association—a right “im­
plicit” in the First Amendment. Roberts v. United States 
Jaycees, 468 U. S. 609, 622 (1984). The EEOC and Perich 
thus see no need—and no basis—for a special rule for minis­
ters grounded in the Religion Clauses themselves. 

We find this position untenable. The right to freedom of 
association is a right enjoyed by religious and secular groups 
alike. It follows under the EEOC’s and Perich’s view that 
the First Amendment analysis should be the same, whether 
the association in question is the Lutheran Church, a labor 
union, or a social club. See Perich Brief 31; Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 28. That result is hard to square with the text of the 
First Amendment itself, which gives special solicitude to the 
rights of religious organizations. We cannot accept the re­
markable view that the Religion Clauses have nothing to say 
about a religious organization’s freedom to select its own 
ministers. 

The EEOC and Perich also contend that our decision in 
Employment Div., Dept. of Human Resources of Ore. v. 
Smith, 494 U. S. 872 (1990), precludes recognition of a minis­
terial exception. In Smith, two members of the Native 
American Church were denied state unemployment benefits 
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after it was determined that they had been fired from their 
jobs for ingesting peyote, a crime under Oregon law. We 
held that this did not violate the Free Exercise Clause, even 
though the peyote had been ingested for sacramental pur­
poses, because the “right of free exercise does not relieve 
an individual of the obligation to comply with a valid and 
neutral law of general applicability on the ground that the 
law proscribes (or prescribes) conduct that his religion pre­
scribes (or proscribes).” Id., at 879 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). 

It is true that the ADA’s prohibition on retaliation, like 
Oregon’s prohibition on peyote use, is a valid and neutral 
law of general applicability. But a church’s selection of its 
ministers is unlike an individual’s ingestion of peyote. 
Smith involved government regulation of only outward phys­
ical acts. The present case, in contrast, concerns govern­
ment interference with an internal church decision that af­
fects the faith and mission of the church itself. See id., at 
877 (distinguishing the government’s regulation of “physical 
acts” from its “lend[ing] its power to one or the other side 
in controversies over religious authority or dogma”). The 
contention that Smith forecloses recognition of a ministerial 
exception rooted in the Religion Clauses has no merit. 

III 

Having concluded that there is a ministerial exception 
grounded in the Religion Clauses of the First Amendment, 
we consider whether the exception applies in this case. We 
hold that it does. 

Every Court of Appeals to have considered the question 
has concluded that the ministerial exception is not limited to 
the head of a religious congregation, and we agree. We are 
reluctant, however, to adopt a rigid formula for deciding 
when an employee qualifies as a minister. It is enough for 
us to conclude, in this our first case involving the ministerial 
exception, that the exception covers Perich, given all the cir­
cumstances of her employment. 
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To begin with, Hosanna-Tabor held Perich out as a minis­
ter, with a role distinct from that of most of its members. 
When Hosanna-Tabor extended her a call, it issued her a 
“diploma of vocation” according her the title “Minister of Re­
ligion, Commissioned.” App. 42. She was tasked with per­
forming that office “according to the Word of God and the 
confessional standards of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
as drawn from the Sacred Scriptures.” Ibid. The congre­
gation prayed that God “bless [her] ministrations to the glory 
of His holy name, [and] the building of His church.” Id., at 
43. In a supplement to the diploma, the congregation under­
took to periodically review Perich’s “skills of ministry” and 
“ministerial responsibilities,” and to provide for her “contin­
uing education as a professional person in the ministry of the 
Gospel.” Id., at 49. 

Perich’s title as a minister reflected a significant degree of 
religious training followed by a formal process of commis­
sioning. To be eligible to become a commissioned minister, 
Perich had to complete eight college-level courses in subjects 
including biblical interpretation, church doctrine, and the 
ministry of the Lutheran teacher. She also had to obtain 
the endorsement of her local Synod district by submitting a 
petition that contained her academic transcripts, letters of 
recommendation, personal statement, and written answers 
to various ministry-related questions. Finally, she had to 
pass an oral examination by a faculty committee at a Lu­
theran college. It took Perich six years to fulfill these re­
quirements. And when she eventually did, she was commis­
sioned as a minister only upon election by the congregation, 
which recognized God’s call to her to teach. At that point, 
her call could be rescinded only upon a supermajority vote 
of the congregation—a protection designed to allow her to 
“preach the Word of God boldly.” Brief for Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod as Amicus Curiae 15. 

Perich held herself out as a minister of the Church by ac­
cepting the formal call to religious service, according to its 
terms. She did so in other ways as well. For example, she 
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claimed a special housing allowance on her taxes that was 
available only to employees earning their compensation “ ‘in 
the exercise of the ministry.’ ” App. 220 (“If you are not 
conducting activities ‘in the exercise of the ministry,’ you 
cannot take advantage of the parsonage or housing allowance 
exclusion” (quoting Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Bro­
chure on Whether the IRS Considers Employees as a Minis­
ter (2007)). In a form she submitted to the Synod following 
her termination, Perich again indicated that she regarded 
herself as a minister at Hosanna-Tabor, stating: “I feel that 
God is leading me to serve in the teaching ministry . . . . I am 
anxious to be in the teaching ministry again soon.” App. 53. 

Perich’s job duties reflected a role in conveying the 
Church’s message and carrying out its mission. Hosanna-
Tabor expressly charged her with “lead[ing] others toward 
Christian maturity” and “teach[ing] faithfully the Word of 
God, the Sacred Scriptures, in its truth and purity and as set 
forth in all the symbolical books of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.” Id., at 48. In fulfilling these responsibilities, 
Perich taught her students religion four days a week, and 
led them in prayer three times a day. Once a week, she took 
her students to a school-wide chapel service, and—about 
twice a year—she took her turn leading it, choosing the lit­
urgy, selecting the hymns, and delivering a short message 
based on verses from the Bible. During her last year of 
teaching, Perich also led her fourth graders in a brief devo­
tional exercise each morning. As a source of religious in­
struction, Perich performed an important role in transmit­
ting the Lutheran faith to the next generation. 

In light of these considerations—the formal title given 
Perich by the Church, the substance reflected in that title, 
her own use of that title, and the important religious func­
tions she performed for the Church—we conclude that Per­
ich was a minister covered by the ministerial exception. 

In reaching a contrary conclusion, the Court of Appeals 
committed three errors. First, the Sixth Circuit failed to 
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see any relevance in the fact that Perich was a commissioned 
minister. Although such a title, by itself, does not automati­
cally ensure coverage, the fact that an employee has been 
ordained or commissioned as a minister is surely relevant, as 
is the fact that significant religious training and a recognized 
religious mission underlie the description of the employee’s 
position. It was wrong for the Court of Appeals—and Per­
ich, who has adopted the court’s view, see Perich Brief 45— 
to say that an employee’s title does not matter. 

Second, the Sixth Circuit gave too much weight to the fact 
that lay teachers at the school performed the same religious 
duties as Perich. We express no view on whether someone 
with Perich’s duties would be covered by the ministerial ex­
ception in the absence of the other considerations we have 
discussed. But though relevant, it cannot be dispositive 
that others not formally recognized as ministers by the 
church perform the same functions—particularly when, as 
here, they did so only because commissioned ministers were 
unavailable. 

Third, the Sixth Circuit placed too much emphasis on Per­
ich’s performance of secular duties. It is true that her reli­
gious duties consumed only 45 minutes of each workday, and 
that the rest of her day was devoted to teaching secular sub­
jects. The EEOC regards that as conclusive, contending 
that any ministerial exception “should be limited to those 
employees who perform exclusively religious functions.” 
Brief for Federal Respondent 51. We cannot accept that 
view. Indeed, we are unsure whether any such employees 
exist. The heads of congregations themselves often have a 
mix of duties, including secular ones such as helping to man­
age the congregation’s finances, supervising purely secular 
personnel, and overseeing the upkeep of facilities. 

Although the Sixth Circuit did not adopt the extreme posi­
tion pressed here by the EEOC, it did regard the relative 
amount of time Perich spent performing religious functions 
as largely determinative. The issue before us, however, is 
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not one that can be resolved by a stopwatch. The amount 
of time an employee spends on particular activities is rele­
vant in assessing that employee’s status, but that factor can­
not be considered in isolation, without regard to the nature 
of the religious functions performed and the other considera­
tions discussed above. 

Because Perich was a minister within the meaning of the 
exception, the First Amendment requires dismissal of this 
employment discrimination suit against her religious em­
ployer. The EEOC and Perich originally sought an order 
reinstating Perich to her former position as a called teacher. 
By requiring the Church to accept a minister it did not want, 
such an order would have plainly violated the Church’s free­
dom under the Religion Clauses to select its own ministers. 

Perich no longer seeks reinstatement, having abandoned 
that relief before this Court. See Perich Brief 58. But that 
is immaterial. Perich continues to seek frontpay in lieu of 
reinstatement, backpay, compensatory and punitive dam­
ages, and attorney’s fees. An award of such relief would 
operate as a penalty on the Church for terminating an un­
wanted minister, and would be no less prohibited by the 
First Amendment than an order overturning the termina­
tion. Such relief would depend on a determination that 
Hosanna-Tabor was wrong to have relieved Perich of her po­
sition, and it is precisely such a ruling that is barred by the 
ministerial exception.3 

The EEOC and Perich suggest that Hosanna-Tabor’s as­
serted religious reason for firing Perich—that she violated 
the Synod’s commitment to internal dispute resolution—was 
pretextual. That suggestion misses the point of the ministe­
rial exception. The purpose of the exception is not to safe­
guard a church’s decision to fire a minister only when it is 
made for a religious reason. The exception instead ensures 

3 Perich does not dispute that if the ministerial exception bars her re­
taliation claim under the ADA, it also bars her retaliation claim under 
Michigan law. 
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that the authority to select and control who will minister to 
the faithful—a matter “strictly ecclesiastical,” Kedroff, 344 
U. S., at 119—is the church’s alone.4 

IV 

The EEOC and Perich foresee a parade of horribles that 
will follow our recognition of a ministerial exception to em­
ployment discrimination suits. According to the EEOC and 
Perich, such an exception could protect religious organiza­
tions from liability for retaliating against employees for re­
porting criminal misconduct or for testifying before a grand 
jury or in a criminal trial. What is more, the EEOC con­
tends, the logic of the exception would confer on religious 
employers “unfettered discretion” to violate employment 
laws by, for example, hiring children or aliens not authorized 
to work in the United States. Brief for Federal Respond­
ent 29. 

Hosanna-Tabor responds that the ministerial exception 
would not in any way bar criminal prosecutions for interfer­
ing with law enforcement investigations or other proceed­
ings. Nor, according to the Church, would the exception bar 
government enforcement of general laws restricting eligibil­

4 A conflict has arisen in the Courts of Appeals over whether the minis­
terial exception is a jurisdictional bar or a defense on the merits. Com­
pare Hollins, 474 F. 3d, at 225 (treating the exception as jurisdictional); 
and Tomic v. Catholic Diocese of Peoria, 442 F. 3d 1036, 1038–1039 (CA7 
2006) (same), with Petruska, 462 F. 3d, at 302 (treating the exception as an 
affirmative defense); Bryce, 289 F. 3d, at 654 (same); Bollard v. California 
Province of Soc. of Jesus, 196 F. 3d 940, 951 (CA9 1999) (same); and Natal, 
878 F. 2d, at 1576 (same). We conclude that the exception operates as an 
affirmative defense to an otherwise cognizable claim, not a jurisdictional 
bar. That is because the issue presented by the exception is “whether 
the allegations the plaintiff makes entitle him to relief,” not whether the 
court has “power to hear [the] case.” Morrison v. National Australia 
Bank Ltd., 561 U. S. 247, 254 (2010) (internal quotation marks omitted). 
District courts have power to consider ADA claims in cases of this sort, 
and to decide whether the claim can proceed or is instead barred by the 
ministerial exception. 
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ity for employment, because the exception applies only to 
suits by or on behalf of ministers themselves. Hosanna-
Tabor also notes that the ministerial exception has been 
around in the lower courts for 40 years, see McClure v. Sal­
vation Army, 460 F. 2d 553, 558 (CA5 1972), and has not 
given rise to the dire consequences predicted by the EEOC 
and Perich. 

The case before us is an employment discrimination suit 
brought on behalf of a minister, challenging her church’s de­
cision to fire her. Today we hold only that the ministerial 
exception bars such a suit. We express no view on whether 
the exception bars other types of suits, including actions by 
employees alleging breach of contract or tortious conduct by 
their religious employers. There will be time enough to ad­
dress the applicability of the exception to other circum­
stances if and when they arise. 

* * * 

The interest of society in the enforcement of employment 
discrimination statutes is undoubtedly important. But so 
too is the interest of religious groups in choosing who will 
preach their beliefs, teach their faith, and carry out their 
mission. When a minister who has been fired sues her 
church alleging that her termination was discriminatory, the 
First Amendment has struck the balance for us. The church 
must be free to choose those who will guide it on its way. 

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
is reversed. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Thomas, concurring. 

I join the Court’s opinion. I write separately to note that, 
in my view, the Religion Clauses require civil courts to apply 
the ministerial exception and to defer to a religious organiza­
tion’s good-faith understanding of who qualifies as its minis­
ter. As the Court explains, the Religion Clauses guarantee 
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religious organizations autonomy in matters of internal gov­
ernance, including the selection of those who will minister 
the faith. A religious organization’s right to choose its 
ministers would be hollow, however, if secular courts could 
second-guess the organization’s sincere determination that 
a given employee is a “minister” under the organization’s 
theological tenets. Our country’s religious landscape in­
cludes organizations with different leadership structures and 
doctrines that influence their conceptions of ministerial sta­
tus. The question whether an employee is a minister is it­
self religious in nature, and the answer will vary widely. 
Judicial attempts to fashion a civil definition of “minister” 
through a bright-line test or multifactor analysis risk disad­
vantaging those religious groups whose beliefs, practices, 
and membership are outside of the “mainstream” or unpal­
atable to some. Moreover, uncertainty about whether its 
ministerial designation will be rejected, and a corresponding 
fear of liability, may cause a religious group to conform 
its beliefs and practices regarding “ministers” to the prevail­
ing secular understanding. See Corporation of Presiding 
Bishop of Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints v. 
Amos, 483 U. S. 327, 336 (1987) (“[I]t is a significant burden 
on a religious organization to require it, on pain of substan­
tial liability, to predict which of its activities a secular court 
will consider religious. The line is hardly a bright one, and 
an organization might understandably be concerned that a 
judge would not understand its religious tenets and sense 
of mission. Fear of potential liability might affect the way 
an organization carried out what it understood to be its 
religious mission” (footnote omitted)). These are certainly 
dangers that the First Amendment was designed to guard 
against. 

The Court thoroughly sets forth the facts that lead to its 
conclusion that Cheryl Perich was one of Hosanna-Tabor’s 
ministers, and I agree that these facts amply demonstrate 
Perich’s ministerial role. But the evidence demonstrates 
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that Hosanna-Tabor sincerely considered Perich a minister. 
That would be sufficient for me to conclude that Perich’s suit 
is properly barred by the ministerial exception. 

Justice Alito, with whom Justice Kagan joins, 
concurring. 

I join the Court’s opinion, but I write separately to clarify 
my understanding of the significance of formal ordination 
and designation as a “minister” in determining whether an 
“employee” 1 of a religious group falls within the so-called 
“ministerial” exception. The term “minister” is commonly 
used by many Protestant denominations to refer to members 
of their clergy, but the term is rarely if ever used in this 
way by Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Hindus, or Buddhists.2 In 
addition, the concept of ordination as understood by most 
Christian churches and by Judaism has no clear counterpart 
in some Christian denominations and some other religions. 
Because virtually every religion in the world is represented 
in the population of the United States, it would be a mistake 
if the term “minister” or the concept of ordination were 
viewed as central to the important issue of religious auton­
omy that is presented in cases like this one. Instead, courts 
should focus on the function performed by persons who work 
for religious bodies. 

1 It is unconventional to refer to many persons who clearly fall within 
the “ministerial” exception, such as Protestant ministers, Catholic priests, 
and Jewish rabbis, as “employees,” but I use the term in the sense in 
which it is used in the antidiscrimination laws that are often implicated in 
cases involving the exception. See, e. g., 42 U. S. C. § 2000e(f) (Title VII); 
§ 12111(4) (Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990); 29 U. S. C. § 630(f) 
(Age Discrimination in Employment Act); § 206(e) (Equal Pay Act and Fair 
Labor Standards Act). 

2 See 9 Oxford English Dictionary 818 (2d ed. 1989) (def. 4(b)) (noting 
the term “minister” used in various phrases “applied as general designa­
tions for a person officially charged with spiritual functions in the Chris­
tian Church”); 9 Encyclopedia of Religion 6044–6045 (2d ed. 2005). See 
also, e. g., 9 New Catholic Encyclopedia 870 (1967). 
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The First Amendment protects the freedom of religious 
groups to engage in certain key religious activities, including 
the conducting of worship services and other religious cere­
monies and rituals, as well as the critical process of communi­
cating the faith. Accordingly, religious groups must be free 
to choose the personnel who are essential to the performance 
of these functions. 

The “ministerial” exception should be tailored to this pur­
pose. It should apply to any “employee” who leads a reli­
gious organization, conducts worship services or important 
religious ceremonies or rituals, or serves as a messenger or 
teacher of its faith. If a religious group believes that the 
ability of such an employee to perform these key functions 
has been compromised, then the constitutional guarantee of 
religious freedom protects the group’s right to remove the 
employee from his or her position. 

I 

Throughout our Nation’s history, religious bodies have 
been the preeminent example of private associations that 
have “act[ed] as critical buffers between the individual and 
the power of the State.” Roberts v. United States Jaycees, 
468 U. S. 609, 619 (1984). In a case like the one now before 
us—where the goal of the civil law in question, the elimina­
tion of discrimination against persons with disabilities, is so 
worthy—it is easy to forget that the autonomy of religious 
groups, both here in the United States and abroad, has often 
served as a shield against oppressive civil laws. To safe­
guard this crucial autonomy, we have long recognized that 
the Religion Clauses protect a private sphere within which 
religious bodies are free to govern themselves in accordance 
with their own beliefs. The Constitution guarantees reli­
gious bodies “independence from secular control or manipu­
lation—in short, power to decide for themselves, free from 
state interference, matters of church government as well as 
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those of faith and doctrine.” Kedroff v. Saint Nicholas Ca­
thedral of Russian Orthodox Church in North America, 344 
U. S. 94, 116 (1952). 

Religious autonomy means that religious authorities must 
be free to determine who is qualified to serve in positions 
of substantial religious importance. Different religions will 
have different views on exactly what qualifies as an impor­
tant religious position, but it is nonetheless possible to iden­
tify a general category of “employees” whose functions are 
essential to the independence of practically all religious 
groups. These include those who serve in positions of lead­
ership, those who perform important functions in worship 
services and in the performance of religious ceremonies and 
rituals, and those who are entrusted with teaching and con­
veying the tenets of the faith to the next generation. 

Applying the protection of the First Amendment to roles 
of religious leadership, worship, ritual, and expression fo­
cuses on the objective functions that are important for the 
autonomy of any religious group, regardless of its beliefs. 
As we have recognized in a similar context, “[f]orcing a 
group to accept certain members may impair [its ability] to 
express those views, and only those views, that it intends to 
express.” Boy Scouts of America v. Dale, 530 U. S. 640, 648 
(2000). That principle applies with special force with re­
spect to religious groups, whose very existence is dedicated 
to the collective expression and propagation of shared reli­
gious ideals. See Employment Div., Dept. of Human Re­
sources of Ore. v. Smith, 494 U. S. 872, 882 (1990) (noting 
that the constitutional interest in freedom of association may 
be “reinforced by Free Exercise Clause concerns”). As the 
Court notes, the First Amendment “gives special solicitude 
to the rights of religious organizations,” ante, at 189, but our 
expressive-association cases are nevertheless useful in point­
ing out what those essential rights are. Religious groups 
are the archetype of associations formed for expressive pur­
poses, and their fundamental rights surely include the free­
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dom to choose who is qualified to serve as a voice for their 
faith. 

When it comes to the expression and inculcation of reli­
gious doctrine, there can be no doubt that the messenger 
matters. Religious teachings cover the gamut from moral 
conduct to metaphysical truth, and both the content and 
credibility of a religion’s message depend vitally on the char­
acter and conduct of its teachers. A religion cannot depend 
on someone to be an effective advocate for its religious vision 
if that person’s conduct fails to live up to the religious pre­
cepts that he or she espouses. For this reason, a religious 
body’s right to self-governance must include the ability to 
select, and to be selective about, those who will serve as 
the very “embodiment of its message” and “its voice to the 
faithful.” Petruska v. Gannon Univ., 462 F. 3d 294, 306 
(CA3 2006). A religious body’s control over such “employ­
ees” is an essential component of its freedom to speak in 
its own voice, both to its own members and to the outside 
world. 

The connection between church governance and the free 
dissemination of religious doctrine has deep roots in our 
legal tradition: 

“The right to organize voluntary religious associations 
to assist in the expression and dissemination of any reli­
gious doctrine, and to create tribunals for the decision 
of controverted questions of faith within the association, 
and for the ecclesiastical government of all the individ­
ual members, congregations, and officers within the gen­
eral association, is unquestioned. All who unite them­
selves to such a body do so with an implied consent to 
this government, and are bound to submit to it. But 
it would be a vain consent and would lead to the total 
subversion of such religious bodies, if any one aggrieved 
by one of their decisions could appeal to the secular 
courts and have them reversed.” Watson v. Jones, 13 
Wall. 679, 728–729 (1872). 
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The “ministerial” exception gives concrete protection to 
the free “expression and dissemination of any religious doc­
trine.” The Constitution leaves it to the collective con­
science of each religious group to determine for itself who is 
qualified to serve as a teacher or messenger of its faith. 

II 

A 

The Court’s opinion today holds that the “ministerial” ex­
ception applies to Cheryl Perich (hereinafter respondent), 
who is regarded by the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
as a commissioned minister. But while a ministerial title is 
undoubtedly relevant in applying the First Amendment rule 
at issue, such a title is neither necessary nor sufficient. As 
previously noted, most faiths do not employ the term “minis­
ter,” and some eschew the concept of formal ordination.3 

And at the opposite end of the spectrum, some faiths con­
sider the ministry to consist of all or a very large percentage 
of their members.4 Perhaps this explains why, although 
every circuit to consider the issue has recognized the “minis­
terial” exception, no circuit has made ordination status or 
formal title determinative of the exception’s applicability. 

The Fourth Circuit was the first to use the term “ministe­
rial exception,” but in doing so it took pains to clarify that 
the label was a mere shorthand. See Rayburn v. General 
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 772 F. 2d 1164, 1168 

3 In Islam, for example, “every Muslim can perform the religious rites, 
so there is no class or profession of ordained clergy. Yet there are reli­
gious leaders who are recognized for their learning and their ability to 
lead communities of Muslims in prayer, study, and living according to the 
teaching of the Qur’an and Muslim law.” 10 Encyclopedia of Religion 
6858 (2d ed. 2005). 

4 For instance, Jehovah’s Witnesses consider all baptized disciples to be 
ministers. See The Watchtower, Who Are God’s Ministers Today? Nov. 
15, 2000, p. 16 (“According to the Bible, all Jehovah’s worshippers—heav­
enly and earthly—are ministers”). 
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(1985) (noting that the exception’s applicability “does not de­
pend upon ordination but upon the function of the position”). 
The Fourth Circuit traced the exception back to McClure v. 
Salvation Army, 460 F. 2d 553 (CA5 1972), which invoked 
the Religion Clauses to bar a Title VII sex-discrimination 
suit brought by a woman who was described by the court as 
a Salvation Army “minister,” id., at 554, although her actual 
title was “officer.” See McClure v. Salvation Army, 323 F. 
Supp. 1100, 1101 (ND Ga. 1971). A decade after McClure, 
the Fifth Circuit made clear that formal ordination was not 
necessary for the “ministerial” exception to apply. The 
court held that the members of the faculty at a Baptist semi­
nary were covered by the exception because of their reli­
gious function in conveying church doctrine, even though 
some of them were not ordained ministers. See EEOC v. 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 651 F. 2d 277 
(1981). 

The functional consensus has held up over time, with the 
D. C. Circuit recognizing that “[t]he ministerial exception has 
not been limited to members of the clergy.” EEOC v. Cath­
olic Univ., 83 F. 3d 455, 461 (1996). The court in that case 
rejected a Title VII suit brought by a Catholic nun who 
claimed that the Catholic University of America had denied 
her tenure for a canon-law teaching position because of her 
gender. The court noted that “members of the Canon Law 
Faculty perform the vital function of instructing those who 
will in turn interpret, implement, and teach the law govern­
ing the Roman Catholic Church and the administration of its 
sacraments. Although Sister McDonough is not a priest, 
she is a member of a religious order who sought a tenured 
professorship in a field that is of fundamental importance to 
the spiritual mission of her Church.” Id., at 464. See also 
Natal v. Christian and Missionary Alliance, 878 F. 2d 1575, 
1578 (CA1 1989) (stating that “a religious organization’s fate 
is inextricably bound up with those whom it entrusts with 
the responsibilities of preaching its word and ministering to 
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its adherents,” and noting “the difficulties inherent in sepa­
rating the message from the messenger”). 

The Ninth Circuit too has taken a functional approach, just 
recently reaffirming that “the ministerial exception encom­
passes more than a church’s ordained ministers.” Alcazar 
v. Corporation of Catholic Archbishop of Seattle, 627 F. 3d 
1288, 1291 (2010) (en banc); see also Elvig v. Calvin Presbyte­
rian Church, 375 F. 3d 951, 958 (2004). The Court’s opinion 
today should not be read to upset this consensus. 

B 

The ministerial exception applies to respondent because, 
as the Court notes, she played a substantial role in “convey­
ing the Church’s message and carrying out its mission.” 
Ante, at 192. She taught religion to her students four days 
a week and took them to chapel on the fifth day. She led 
them in daily devotional exercises, and led them in prayer 
three times a day. She also alternated with the other teach­
ers in planning and leading worship services at the school 
chapel, choosing liturgies, hymns, and readings, and compos­
ing and delivering a message based on Scripture. 

It makes no difference that respondent also taught secular 
subjects. While a purely secular teacher would not qualify 
for the “ministerial” exception, the constitutional protection 
of religious teachers is not somehow diminished when they 
take on secular functions in addition to their religious ones. 
What matters is that respondent played an important role as 
an instrument of her church’s religious message and as a 
leader of its worship activities. Because of these important 
religious functions, Hosanna-Tabor had the right to decide 
for itself whether respondent was religiously qualified to re­
main in her office. 

Hosanna-Tabor discharged respondent because she threat­
ened to file suit against the church in a civil court. This 
threat contravened the Lutheran doctrine that disputes 
among Christians should be resolved internally without re­
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sort to the civil court system and all the legal wrangling it 
entails.5 In Hosanna-Tabor’s view, respondent’s disregard 
for this doctrine compromised her religious function, disqual­
ifying her from serving effectively as a voice for the church’s 
faith. Respondent does not dispute that the Lutheran 
Church subscribes to a doctrine of internal dispute resolu­
tion, but she argues that this was a mere pretext for her 
firing, which was really done for nonreligious reasons. 

For civil courts to engage in the pretext inquiry that re­
spondent and the Solicitor General urge us to sanction would 
dangerously undermine the religious autonomy that lower 
court case law has now protected for nearly four decades. 
In order to probe the real reason for respondent’s firing, 
a civil court—and perhaps a jury—would be required to 
make a judgment about church doctrine. The credibility of 
Hosanna-Tabor’s asserted reason for terminating respond­
ent’s employment could not be assessed without taking into 
account both the importance that the Lutheran Church at­
taches to the doctrine of internal dispute resolution and the 
degree to which that tenet compromised respondent’s reli­
gious function. If it could be shown that this belief is an 
obscure and minor part of Lutheran doctrine, it would be 
much more plausible for respondent to argue that this doc­
trine was not the real reason for her firing. If, on the other 
hand, the doctrine is a central and universally known tenet 
of Lutheranism, then the church’s asserted reason for her 
discharge would seem much more likely to be nonpretextual. 
But whatever the truth of the matter might be, the mere 
adjudication of such questions would pose grave problems 

5 See The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations, 1 Corinthians 6:1–11: An Exegetical Study, p. 10 
(Apr. 1991) (stating that instead of suing each other, Christians should 
seek “an amicable settlement of differences by means of a decision by 
fellow Christians”). See also 1 Corinthians 6:1 (“If any of you has a dis­
pute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead 
of before the saints?”). 
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for religious autonomy: It would require calling witnesses 
to testify about the importance and priority of the religious 
doctrine in question, with a civil factfinder sitting in ultimate 
judgment of what the accused church really believes, and 
how important that belief is to the church’s overall mission. 

At oral argument, both respondent and the United States 
acknowledged that a pretext inquiry would sometimes be 
prohibited by principles of religious autonomy, and both con­
ceded that a Roman Catholic priest who is dismissed for get­
ting married could not sue the church and claim that his dis­
missal was actually based on a ground forbidden by the 
federal antidiscrimination laws. See Tr. of Oral Arg. 38–39, 
50. But there is no principled basis for proscribing a pre­
text inquiry in such a case while permitting it in a case like 
the one now before us. The Roman Catholic Church’s insist­
ence on clerical celibacy may be much better known than the 
Lutheran Church’s doctrine of internal dispute resolution, 
but popular familiarity with a religious doctrine cannot be 
the determinative factor. 

What matters in the present case is that Hosanna-Tabor 
believes that the religious function that respondent per­
formed made it essential that she abide by the doctrine of 
internal dispute resolution; and the civil courts are in no po­
sition to second-guess that assessment. This conclusion 
rests not on respondent’s ordination status or her formal 
title, but rather on her functional status as the type of em­
ployee that a church must be free to appoint or dismiss in 
order to exercise the religious liberty that the First Amend­
ment guarantees. 
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PACIFIC OPERATORS OFFSHORE, LLP, et al. v.
 
VALLADOLID et al.
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–507. Argued October 11, 2011—Decided January 11, 2012 

Petitioner Pacific Operators Offshore, LLP (Pacific), operates two drilling 
platforms on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) off the California coast 
and an onshore oil and gas processing facility. Employee Juan Valla­
dolid spent 98 percent of his time working on an offshore platform, but 
he was killed in an accident while working at the onshore facility. His 
widow, a respondent here, sought benefits under the Longshore and 
Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act (LHWCA), 33 U. S. C. § 901 et seq., 
pursuant to the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA), which 
extends LHWCA coverage to injuries “occurring as the result of opera­
tions conducted on the [OCS]” for the purpose of extracting natural 
resources from the shelf, 43 U. S. C. § 1333(b). The Administrative Law 
Judge dismissed her claim, reasoning that § 1333(b) did not cover Valla­
dolid’s fatal injury because his accident occurred on land, not on the 
OCS. The Labor Department’s Benefits Review Board affirmed, but 
the Ninth Circuit reversed. Rejecting tests used by the Third and the 
Fifth Circuits, the Ninth Circuit concluded that a claimant seeking bene­
fits under the OCSLA “must establish a substantial nexus between the 
injury and extractive operations on the shelf.” 

Held: The OCSLA extends coverage to an employee who can establish 
a substantial nexus between his injury and his employer’s extractive 
operations on the OCS. Pp. 211–222. 

(a) The Courts of Appeals have offered competing interpretations of 
§ 1333(b)’s scope. According to the Third Circuit, because Congress in­
tended LHWCA coverage to be expansive, § 1333(b) extends to all inju­
ries that would not have occurred “but for” operations on the OCS. 
Thus, an employee who worked on a semisubmersible drill rig, but who 
died in a car accident on his way to board a helicopter to be flown to the 
rig, was eligible for benefits because he would not have been injured 
but for his traveling to the rig. In contrast, the Fifth Circuit has con­
cluded that Congress intended to establish “a bright-line geographic 
boundary,” extending § 1333(b) coverage only to employees whose inju­
ries or death occurred on an OCS platform or the waters above the 
OCS. Under its “situs-of-injury” test, a welder injured on land while 
constructing an offshore oil platform was ineligible for § 1333(b) benefits. 
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In the decision below, the Ninth Circuit held that § 1333(b) extends cov­
erage to injured workers who can establish a “substantial nexus” be­
tween their injury and extractive operations on the OCS. The Solicitor 
General offers a fourth interpretation, which would provide coverage 
for off-OCS injuries only to those employees whose duties contribute to 
operations on the OCS and who perform work on the OCS itself that is 
substantial in both duration and nature. Pp. 211–214. 

(b) Contrary to Pacific’s position, the Fifth Circuit’s “situs-of-injury” 
test is not the best interpretation of § 1333(b). Pp. 214–220. 

(1) Nothing in the text of § 1333(b) suggests that an injury must 
occur on the OCS. The provision has only two requirements: The ex­
tractive operations must be “conducted on the [OCS],” and the employ­
ee’s injury must occur “as the result of” those operations. If, as Pacific 
suggests, the purpose of § 1333(b) was to geographically limit the scope 
of OCSLA coverage to injuries that occur on the OCS, Congress could 
easily have achieved that goal by omitting from § 1333(b) the words “as 
the result of operations conducted.” Moreover, Congress’ decision to 
specify situs limitations in other subsections, but not in § 1333(b), indi­
cates that it did not intend to so limit § 1333(b). This conclusion is not 
foreclosed by Herb’s Welding, Inc. v. Gray, 470 U. S. 414, or Offshore 
Logistics, Inc. v. Tallentire, 477 U. S. 207, neither of which held that 
§ 1333(b) coverage was limited to on-OCS injuries. Section 1333(b)’s 
text also gives no indication that Congress intended to exclude OCS 
workers who are eligible for state benefits from LHWCA coverage. To 
the contrary, the LHWCA scheme incorporated by the OCSLA explic­
itly anticipates that injured employees might be eligible for both state 
and federal benefits. Pp. 215–219. 

(2) Also unpersuasive is Pacific ’s alternative argument that 
§ 1333(b) imports the LHWCA’s strict situs-of-injury requirement, 
which provides benefits only for injuries occurring “upon the navigable 
waters” of the United States, 33 U. S. C. § 903(a). It is unlikely that 
Congress intended to restrict the scope of the OCSLA workers’ compen­
sation scheme through a nonintuitive and convoluted combination of two 
separate legislative Acts. In addition, under Pacific’s alternative the­
ory, LHWCA coverage would not be extended to the navigable waters 
above the shelf. Thus, even employees on a crew ship immediately ad­
jacent to an OCS platform who are injured in a platform explosion would 
be excluded from § 1333(b) coverage. That view cannot be squared with 
§ 1333(b)’s language. Pp. 219–220. 

(3) Pacific’s policy concerns also cannot justify an interpretation of 
§ 1333(b) that is inconsistent with the OCSLA’s text. P. 220. 

(c) Neither the Solicitor General’s status-based inquiry nor the Third 
Circuit’s “but for” test are compatible with § 1333(b). The Solicitor 
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General’s inquiry has no basis in the OCSLA’s text, because § 1333(b)’s 
“occurring as the result of operations” language plainly suggests causa­
tion. And when taken to its logical conclusion, the Third Circuit’s test, 
though nominally based on causation, is essentially a status-based in­
quiry because it would extend coverage to all employees of a business 
engaged in extracting natural resources from the OCS, no matter where 
those employees work or what they are doing at the time of injury. 
Because LHWCA coverage was extended only to injuries “occurring as 
the result of operations conducted on the [OCS],” § 1333(b)’s focus should 
be on injuries resulting from those “operations.” Pp. 220–222. 

(d) The Ninth Circuit’s “substantial-nexus” test is more faithful to 
§ 1333(b)’s text. This Court understands that test to require the in­
jured employee to establish a significant causal link between his injury 
and his employer’s on-OCS extractive operations. The test may not be 
the easiest to administer, but administrative law judges and courts 
should be able to determine if an injured employee has established the 
required significant causal link. Whether an employee injured while 
performing an off-OCS task qualifies will depend on the circumstances 
of each case. It was thus proper for the Ninth Circuit to remand this 
case for the Benefits Review Board to apply the “substantial-nexus” 
test. P. 222. 

604 F. 3d 1126, affirmed and remanded. 

Thomas, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Kennedy, Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., joined. 
Scalia, J., filed an opinion concurring in part and concurring in the judg­
ment, in which Alito, J., joined, post, p. 222. 

Paul D. Clement argued the cause for petitioners. With 
him on the briefs were Erin E. Murphy, Peder K. Batalden, 
Peter Abrahams, and Michael W. Thomas. 

Joseph R. Palmore argued the cause for the federal re­
spondent. With him on the brief were Solicitor General 
Verrilli, Deputy Solicitor General Kneedler, and M. Patri­
cia Smith. 

David C. Frederick argued the cause for respondent Valla­
dolid. With him on the brief were Gregory G. Rapawy, Bev­
erly C. Moore, Michael F. Sturley, Lynn E. Blais, Erin 
Glenn Busby, Joshua T. Gillelan II, Timothy K. Sprinkles, 
and Charles D. Naylor. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



210 PACIFIC OPERATORS OFFSHORE, LLP v. VALLADOLID 

Opinion of the Court 

Justice Thomas delivered the opinion of the Court. 
The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) extends 

the federal workers’ compensation scheme established in 
the Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act 
(LHWCA), 33 U. S. C. § 901 et seq., to injuries “occurring as 
the result of operations conducted on the outer Continental 
Shelf” for the purpose of extracting natural resources from 
the shelf. 43 U. S. C. § 1333(b). The United States Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit determined that the OCSLA 
extends coverage to an employee who can establish a sub­
stantial nexus between his injury and his employer’s extrac­
tive operations on the Outer Continental Shelf. We affirm. 

I 
Petitioner Pacific Operators Offshore, LLP (Pacific), oper­

ates two drilling platforms on the Outer Continental Shelf 
off the coast of California and an onshore oil and gas process­
ing facility in Ventura County, California. Pacific employed 
Juan Valladolid as a general manual laborer—known in the 
trade as a roustabout—in its oil exploration and extraction 
business. Valladolid spent about 98 percent of his time on 
one of Pacific’s offshore drilling platforms performing main­
tenance duties, such as picking up litter, emptying trashcans, 
washing decks, painting, maintaining equipment, and helping 
to load and unload the platform crane. Valladolid spent the 
remainder of his time working at Pacific’s onshore processing 
facility, where he also performed maintenance duties, includ­
ing painting, sandblasting, pulling weeds, cleaning drain cul­
verts, and operating a forklift. 

While on duty at the onshore facility, Valladolid died in a 
forklift accident. His widow, a respondent here (hereinafter 
respondent), filed a claim for benefits under the LHWCA 
pursuant to the extension of that Act contained within the 
OCSLA. The OCSLA provides, in relevant part: 

“With respect to disability or death of an employee 
resulting from any injury occurring as the result of op­
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erations conducted on the outer Continental Shelf for 
the purpose of exploring for, developing, removing, or 
transporting by pipeline the natural resources, or in­
volving rights to the natural resources, of the subsoil 
and seabed of the outer Continental Shelf, compensation 
shall be payable under the provisions of the [LHWCA].” 
43 U. S. C. § 1333(b). 

After a hearing, an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) dis­
missed respondent’s claim. The ALJ reasoned that Valla­
dolid’s fatal injury was not covered under § 1333(b) because 
his accident occurred on land, rather than on the Outer Con­
tinental Shelf. On appeal, the United States Department of 
Labor’s Benefits Review Board affirmed, concluding that 
Congress intended to limit the coverage provided by the 
OCSLA to injuries suffered by employees within the “geo­
graphical locale” of the Outer Continental Shelf. L. V. v. 
Pacific Operations Offshore, LLP, 42 BRBS 67, 71 (2008) 
(per curiam). 

The Ninth Circuit reversed, holding that § 1333(b) neither 
contains a “situs-of-injury” requirement, as the Fifth Circuit 
has held, nor imposes a “but for” causation requirement, as 
the Third Circuit has held. See 604 F. 3d 1126, 1130–1140 
(2010) (rejecting the holdings of Mills v. Director, Office of 
Workers’ Compensation Programs, 877 F. 2d 356 (CA5 1989) 
(en banc); Curtis v. Schlumberger Offshore Service, Inc., 849 
F. 2d 805 (CA3 1988)). Instead, the Ninth Circuit concluded 
that “the claimant must establish a substantial nexus be­
tween the injury and extractive operations on the shelf” 
to qualify for workers’ compensation benefits under the 
OCSLA. 604 F. 3d, at 1139. We granted Pacific’s petition 
for a writ of certiorari to resolve this conflict. 562 U. S. 
1215 (2011). 

II 

In 1953, Congress enacted the Submerged Lands Act, 67 
Stat. 29, 43 U. S. C. § 1301 et seq., which extended the bound­
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aries of Coastal States up to three geographic miles into the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and up to three marine leagues 
into the Gulf of Mexico. At the same time, Congress en­
acted the OCSLA, affirming the Federal Government’s au­
thority and control over the “outer Continental Shelf,” de­
fined as the submerged lands subject to the jurisdiction and 
control of the United States lying seaward and outside of 
the submerged lands within the extended state boundaries. 
67 Stat. 462, 43 U. S. C. §§ 1331(a), 1332(1). As defined by 
the OCSLA, the Outer Continental Shelf includes the 
“submerged lands” beyond the extended state boundaries, 
§ 1331(a), but not the waters above those submerged lands 
or artificial islands or installations attached to the seabed. 
For simplicity’s sake, we refer to the entire geographical 
zone as the “OCS.” 

Section 1333 extends various provisions of state and fed­
eral law to certain aspects of the OCS. For example, 
§ 1333(a)(1) extends the Constitution and federal laws of civil 
and political jurisdiction “to the subsoil and seabed of the 
outer Continental Shelf and to all artificial islands, and all 
installations and other devices permanently or temporarily 
attached to the seabed,” for the purpose of extracting its 
natural resources. Section 1333(a)(2)(A) makes the civil and 
criminal laws of each adjacent State applicable to “that por­
tion of the subsoil and seabed of the outer Continental Shelf, 
and artificial islands and fixed structures erected thereon, 
which would be within the area of the State if its boundaries 
were extended seaward to the outer margin of the outer 
Continental Shelf.” Section 1333(b), the provision involved 
in this case, makes LHWCA workers’ compensation benefits 
available for the “disability or death of an employee resulting 
from any injury occurring as the result of operations con­
ducted on the outer Continental Shelf” for the purpose of 
extracting its natural resources. 

The question before us is the scope of coverage under 
§ 1333(b). The parties agree that § 1333(b) covers employ­
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ees, such as oil rig and drilling platform workers, who are 
injured while working directly on the OCS to extract its nat­
ural resources. They disagree, however, whether employ­
ees who are involved in extraction operations but who are 
injured beyond the OCS are also covered under the OCSLA. 
This dispute focuses on the meaning of the phrase “any in­
jury occurring as the result of operations conducted on the 
outer Continental Shelf” in § 1333(b). 

The Courts of Appeals have offered competing interpreta­
tions. In Curtis v. Schlumberger Offshore Service, Inc., 849 
F. 2d, at 811, the Third Circuit held that, because Congress 
intended LHWCA coverage to be expansive, § 1333(b) ex­
tends to all injuries that would not have occurred “but for” 
operations on the OCS. The Third Circuit thus concluded 
that an employee who worked on a semisubmersible drill rig, 
but who was killed in a car accident on the way to the heli­
copter that was to fly him to that rig, was eligible for 
§ 1333(b) benefits. Id., at 806, 811. As the Third Circuit 
summarized, “ ‘But for’ [Curtis’] travelling to [his drill rig] 
for the purpose of conducting ‘operations’ within § 1333(b), 
employee Curtis would not have sustained injuries in the 
automobile accident.” Id., at 811. 

In Mills v. Director, supra, the Fifth Circuit, sitting en 
banc, adopted a narrower interpretation of § 1333(b). The 
court concluded that Congress intended to establish “a 
bright-line geographic boundary for § 1333(b) coverage,” and 
held that § 1333(b) extends coverage only to employees en­
gaged in OCS extractive activities who “suffer injury or 
death on an OCS platform or the waters above the OCS.” 
Id., at 362. Applying its “situs-of-injury” test, the Fifth Cir­
cuit held that a welder who was injured on land during the 
construction of an offshore oil platform was not eligible for 
§ 1333(b) benefits. Id., at 357, 362. 

In the case below, the Ninth Circuit rejected the Fifth 
Circuit’s “situs-of-injury” requirement as unsupported by the 
text of § 1333(b), and the Third Circuit’s “but for” test as too 
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broad to be consistent with Congress’ intent. 604 F. 3d, at 
1137, 1139. Instead, the Ninth Circuit adopted a third inter­
pretation of § 1333(b), holding that a “claimant must establish 
a substantial nexus between the injury and extractive opera­
tions on the shelf” to be eligible for § 1333(b) benefits. Id., 
at 1139. “To meet the standard,” the Ninth Circuit ex­
plained, “the claimant must show that the work performed 
directly furthers outer continental shelf operations and is in 
the regular course of such operations.” Ibid. 

The Solicitor General suggests yet a fourth interpretation 
of § 1333(b).1 This interpretation would extend coverage to 
two categories of injuries: (1) all on-OCS injuries suffered by 
employees of companies engaged in resource extraction on 
the OCS; and (2) the off-OCS injuries of those employees 
who spend a substantial portion of their worktime on the 
OCS engaging in extractive operations. Brief for Federal 
Respondent 32–33. According to the Solicitor General, this 
test would provide § 1333(b) coverage for off-OCS injuries 
only to those employees whose duties contribute to opera­
tions on the OCS and who perform work on the OCS itself 
that is substantial in both duration and nature. Id., at 35. 

III 

Pacific argues that the Fifth Circuit’s “situs-of-injury” test 
presents the best interpretation of § 1333(b). The crux of 
Pacific’s argument is that off-OCS injuries cannot be “the 
result of operations conducted on the outer Continental 
Shelf” for purposes of § 1333(b). Pacific asserts that because 
Valladolid was injured on dry land, his death did not occur 
as the result of extraction operations conducted on the OCS, 
and therefore respondent is ineligible for LHWCA workers’ 
compensation benefits. We disagree. 

1 The Director, Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, United 
States Department of Labor, is a respondent in this case because the Di­
rector administers the OCSLA workers’ compensation scheme established 
by § 1333(b). 
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A 

The OCSLA extends the provisions of the LHWCA to the 
“disability or death of an employee resulting from any injury 
occurring as the result of operations conducted on the outer 
Continental Shelf.” § 1333(b). Contrary to the view of Pa­
cific and the Fifth Circuit, nothing in that language suggests 
that the injury to the employee must occur on the OCS. 
Section 1333(b) states only two requirements: The extractive 
operations must be “conducted on the outer Continental 
Shelf,” and the employee’s injury must occur “as the result 
of” those operations. 

Despite the lack of a textual “situs-of-injury” requirement 
in § 1333(b), Pacific argues that it is logically impossible for 
an off-OCS employee to be injured “as the result of” on-OCS 
operations. Pacific offers no basis for this assertion, and we 
find none. Indeed, given that many OCS platforms are 
physically connected to onshore processing facilities via oil 
and gas pipelines, it is not difficult to imagine an accident 
occurring on an OCS platform that could injure employees 
located off the OCS. 

Moreover, if, as Pacific suggests, the purpose of § 1333(b) 
was to geographically limit the extension of LHWCA cover­
age to injuries that occurred on the OCS, Congress could 
easily have achieved that goal by omitting the following six 
words in § 1333(b)’s text: “as the result of operations con­
ducted.” Had Congress done so, the statute would extend 
LHWCA coverage to the “disability or death of an employee 
resulting from any injury occurring on the outer Continental 
Shelf.” But that is not the text of the statute Congress 
enacted. 

Pacific also argues that, because all of § 1333(b)’s neighbor­
ing subsections contain specific situs limitations, we should 
infer that Congress intended to include a situs-of-injury re­
quirement in § 1333(b). See, e. g., § 1333(a)(2)(A) (adopting 
the civil and criminal laws of the adjacent State as federal 
law “for that portion of the subsoil and seabed of the outer 
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Continental Shelf, and artificial islands and fixed structures 
erected thereon, which would be within the area of the State 
if its boundaries were extended seaward to the outer margin 
of the outer Continental Shelf”).2 But our usual practice is 
to make the opposite inference. Russello v. United States, 
464 U. S. 16, 23 (1983) (“Where Congress includes particular 
language in one section of a statute but omits it in another 
section of the same Act, it is generally presumed that Con­
gress acts intentionally and purposely in the disparate inclu­
sion or exclusion” (alteration and internal quotation marks 
omitted)). Congress’ decision to specify, in scrupulous de­
tail, exactly where the other subsections of § 1333 apply, but 
to include no similar restriction on injuries in § 1333(b), con­
vinces us that Congress did not intend § 1333(b) to apply only 
to injuries suffered on the OCS. Rather, § 1333(b) extends 
LHWCA workers’ compensation coverage to any employee 
injury, regardless of where it happens, as long as it occurs 

2 See also 43 U. S. C. § 1333(a)(1) (extending the Constitution and federal 
laws of civil and political jurisdiction “to the subsoil and seabed of the 
outer Continental Shelf and to all artificial islands, and all installations 
and other devices permanently or temporarily attached to the seabed, 
which may be erected thereon for the purpose of exploring for, developing, 
or producing resources therefrom, or any such installation or other device 
(other than a ship or vessel) for the purpose of transporting such re­
sources, to the same extent as if the outer Continental Shelf were an area 
of exclusive Federal jurisdiction located within a State”); § 1333(c) (making 
the National Labor Relations Act applicable to any unfair labor act “occur­
ring upon any artificial island, installation, or other device referred to in 
subsection (a) of this section”); § 1333(d)(1) (granting the Coast Guard en­
forcement authority “on the artificial islands, installations, and other de­
vices referred to in subsection (a) of this section or on the waters adjacent 
thereto”); § 1333(d)(2) (granting the Coast Guard authority to mark “any 
artificial island, installation, or other device referred to in subsection (a) 
of this section” for the protection of navigation); § 1333(e) (granting the 
Army authority to prevent the obstruction of access “to the artificial is­
lands, installations, and other devices referred to in subsection (a) of this 
section”); § 1333(f) (saving clause applying “to the subsoil and seabed of 
the outer Continental Shelf and the artificial islands, installations, and 
other devices referred to in subsection (a) of this section”). 
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“as the result of operations conducted on the outer Continen­
tal Shelf.” 

Pacific argues that this conclusion is foreclosed by lan­
guage in Herb’s Welding, Inc. v. Gray, 470 U. S. 414 (1985), 
and Offshore Logistics, Inc. v. Tallentire, 477 U. S. 207 
(1986); but neither of those cases held that § 1333(b) extends 
only to injuries that occur on the OCS. In Herb’s Welding, 
this Court considered whether an oil platform welder, who 
worked both within the territorial waters of Louisiana and 
on the OCS, was covered under the LHWCA after suffering 
an injury in the waters of Louisiana. 470 U. S., at 416–417. 
The Court explicitly declined to address whether the em­
ployee was eligible for workers’ compensation benefits under 
§ 1333(b) because that question was neither passed upon by 
the Court of Appeals nor fully briefed and argued before this 
Court. Id., at 426, n. 12. Although the Court acknowl­
edged that an employee might walk in and out of workers’ 
compensation coverage during his employment due to the 
“explicit geographic limitation to the [OCSLA’s] incorpora­
tion of the LHWCA,” id., at 427, the exact meaning of 
that statement is unclear. We cannot ascertain whether 
the comment was a reference to § 1333(b)’s explicit situs-of­
operations requirement, as respondents suggest, or the rec­
ognition of an implicit situs-of-injury requirement, as Pacific 
argues. In any event, the ambiguous comment was made 
without analysis in dicta and does not control this case. 

The same is true of the Court’s opinion in Offshore Logis­
tics. In that case, the Court considered whether the widows 
of oil platform workers who were killed when their helicop­
ter crashed into the high seas could file wrongful-death suits 
under Louisiana law. In the Court’s analysis of § 1333, it 
stated, “Congress determined that the general scope of 
OCSLA’s coverage . . . would be determined principally by 
locale, not by the status of the individual injured or killed.” 
477 U. S., at 219–220 (citing the situs requirement in 
§ 1333(a)(2)(A)). In a footnote, the Court commented: “Only 
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one provision of OCSLA superimposes a status requirement 
on the otherwise determinative OCSLA situs requirement; 
§ 1333(b) makes compensation for the death or injury of an 
‘employee’ resulting from certain operations on the Outer 
Continental Shelf payable under the [LHWCA].” Ibid., 
n. 2. These comments about the scope of the OCSLA’s 
coverage and its determinative “situs requirement” do not 
provide definitive evidence that § 1333(b) applies only to in­
juries that occur on the OCS. As in Herb’s Welding, it is 
unclear whether the statement in the Offshore Logistics 
footnote regarding § 1333(b) was referring to the explicit 
situs-of-operations requirement or to an implicit situs-of­
injury requirement. Moreover, the entire footnote is dictum 
because, as the Court explicitly stated, § 1333(b) had no bear­
ing on the case. 470 U. S., at 219–220. 

Finally, Pacific argues that including off-OCS injuries 
within the scope of the workers’ compensation coverage cre­
ated by § 1333(b) runs counter to Congress’ intent in drafting 
the OCSLA. According to Pacific, Congress intended to 
create a uniform OCS compensation scheme that both filled 
the jurisdictional voids and eliminated jurisdictional over­
laps between existing state and federal programs. Paci­
fic points out that, without a situs-of-injury requirement to 
narrow the scope of § 1333(b), an off-OCS worker could be 
eligible for both state and federal workers’ compensation 
coverage. 

There is no indication in the text, however, that the 
OCSLA excludes OCS workers from LHWCA coverage 
when they are also eligible for state benefits. To the con­
trary, the LHWCA workers’ compensation scheme incorpo­
rated by the OCSLA explicitly anticipates that injured em­
ployees might be eligible for both state and federal benefits. 
An offsetting provision in the LHWCA provides that “any 
amounts paid to an employee for the same injury, disability, 
or death for which benefits are claimed under [the LHWCA] 
pursuant to any other workers’ compensation law or [the 
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Jones Act] shall be credited against any liability imposed by 
[the LHWCA].” 33 U. S. C. § 903(e). This provision, in ad­
dition to the lack of any textual support for Pacific’s argu­
ment, convinces us that Congress did not limit the scope of 
43 U. S. C. § 1333(b)’s coverage to only those geographic areas 
where state workers’ compensation schemes do not apply. 

B 

Pacific also offers an alternative argument derived from 
the interaction of § 1333(b) and a provision of the LHWCA. 
Specifically, Pacific argues that because the LHWCA con­
tains an explicit situs-of-injury requirement, see 33 U. S. C. 
§ 903(a) (providing benefits only for injuries occurring “upon 
the navigable waters” of the United States), and because 43 
U. S. C. § 1333(b) extends the LHWCA workers’ compensa­
tion scheme to the OCS, § 1333(b) incorporates the strict 
LHWCA situs-of-injury requirement from § 903(a). Accord­
ing to Pacific, the words “occurring as the result of opera­
tions” in § 1333(b) impose a status requirement in addition to 
the imported LHWCA situs-of-injury requirement, with the 
result that employees who are injured on the OCS, but 
whose jobs are not related to extractive operations, are ex­
cluded from the workers’ compensation coverage created by 
§ 1333(b). Thus, an accountant who is injured on a field trip 
to the drilling platform would be ineligible under § 1333(b) 
despite being an employee who is injured on the OCS. 

Although this alternative argument has the advantage of 
assigning some meaning to the words “occurring as the re­
sult of operations” in § 1333(b), we still find it unpersuasive. 
First, it is unlikely that Congress intended to impose a situs­
of-injury requirement in § 1333(b) through such a nonintu­
itive and convoluted combination of two separate legislative 
Acts. As we have already noted, creating an express situs­
of-injury requirement in the text of § 1333(b) would have 
been simple. Second, combining the § 1333(b) definition of 
“United States” with the LHWCA situs-of-injury require­
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ment in 33 U. S. C. § 903(a) would result in an OCS workers’ 
compensation scheme that applies only to the seabed of the 
OCS and to any artificial islands and fixed structures 
thereon. See 43 U. S. C. § 1333(b)(3) (stating that “the term 
‘United States’ when used in a geographical sense includes 
the outer Continental Shelf and artificial islands and fixed 
structures thereon”). Pacific concedes that this scheme 
would exclude the navigable waters above the shelf, includ­
ing the waters immediately adjacent to any drilling plat­
forms. Consequently, under Pacific’s view, even employees 
on a crew ship immediately adjacent to an OCS platform who 
are injured during a platform explosion would be excluded 
from § 1333(b) coverage. That view cannot be squared with 
the text of the statute, which applies to “any injury occur­
ring as the result of operations conducted” on the OCS. 

C 

Pacific also makes several policy arguments in favor of a 
situs-of-injury requirement, but policy concerns cannot jus­
tify an interpretation of § 1333(b) that is inconsistent with 
the text of the OCSLA. “[I]f Congress’ coverage decisions 
are mistaken as a matter of policy, it is for Congress to 
change them. We should not legislate for them.” Herb’s 
Welding, 470 U. S., at 427. The language of § 1333(b) simply 
does not support a categorical exclusion of injuries that occur 
beyond the OCS. 

IV 

The Solicitor General urges us to adopt a status-based in­
quiry that applies one test to on-OCS injuries and a different 
test to off-OCS injuries. Specifically, the Government pro­
poses that when a worker is injured on the OCS, he is eligi­
ble for workers’ compensation benefits if he is employed by 
a company engaged in extractive operations on the OCS. 
But if the employee is injured off the OCS, the employee will 
be covered only if his “duties contribute to operations” on 
the OCS and if he performs “work on the [OCS] itself that is 
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substantial in terms of both its duration and nature.” Brief 
for Federal Respondent 35. This approach is derived from 
our decision in Chandris, Inc. v. Latsis, 515 U. S. 347 (1995) 
(establishing criteria by which an employee qualifies as a 
“seaman” under the Jones Act), and might well have merit 
as legislation. But it has no basis in the text of the OCSLA 
as presently enacted. The “occurring as the result of opera­
tions” language in § 1333(b) plainly suggests causation. Al­
though the Government asserts that a status-based test 
would be preferable to a causation-based test, we cannot ig­
nore the language enacted by Congress. 

The Third Circuit’s “but for” test is nominally based on 
causation, but it is also incompatible with § 1333(b). Taken 
to its logical conclusion, the “but for” test would extend 
workers’ compensation coverage to all employees of a busi­
ness engaged in the extraction of natural resources from the 
OCS, no matter where those employees work or what they 
are doing when they are injured. This test could reasonably 
be interpreted to cover land-based office employees whose 
jobs have virtually nothing to do with extractive operations 
on the OCS. Because Congress extended LHWCA cover­
age only to injuries “occurring as the result of operations 
conducted on the outer Continental Shelf,” we think that 
§ 1333(b) should be interpreted in a manner that focuses on 
injuries that result from those “operations.” This view is 
consistent with our past treatment of similar language in 
other contexts. In Holmes v. Securities Investor Protec­
tion Corporation, 503 U. S. 258 (1992), we considered a provi­
sion of the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
Act that provided a cause of action to “[a]ny person injured 
in his business or property by reason of a violation of section 
1962.” 18 U. S. C. § 1964(c) (emphasis added). We rejected 
a “but for” interpretation, stating that such a construction 
was “hardly compelled” and that it was highly unlikely that 
Congress intended to allow all factually injured plaintiffs to 
recover. 503 U. S., at 265–266. Instead, we adopted a 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



222 PACIFIC OPERATORS OFFSHORE, LLP v. VALLADOLID 

Opinion of Scalia, J. 

proximate-cause standard consistent with our prior interpre­
tation of the same language in the Sherman and Clayton 
Acts. Id., at 267–268. Similarly, 43 U. S. C. § 1333(b)’s lan­
guage hardly compels the Third Circuit’s expansive “but 
for” interpretation. 

Accordingly, we conclude that the Ninth Circuit’s 
“substantial-nexus” test is more faithful to the text of 
§ 1333(b). We understand the Ninth Circuit’s test to require 
the injured employee to establish a significant causal link 
between the injury that he suffered and his employer’s on-
OCS operations conducted for the purpose of extracting nat­
ural resources from the OCS. 

Although the Ninth Circuit’s test may not be the easiest 
to administer, it best reflects the text of § 1333(b), which es­
tablishes neither a situs-of-injury nor a “but for” test. We 
are confident that ALJs and courts will be able to determine 
whether an injured employee has established a significant 
causal link between the injury he suffered and his employer’s 
on-OCS extractive operations. Although we expect that em­
ployees injured while performing tasks on the OCS will reg­
ularly satisfy the test, whether an employee injured while 
performing an off-OCS task qualifies—like Valladolid, who 
died while tasked with onshore scrap metal consolidation—is 
a question that will depend on the individual circumstances of 
each case. The Ninth Circuit remanded the case for the Bene­
fits Review Board to apply the “substantial-nexus” test in the 
first instance, and we agree with that disposition. 

The judgment is affirmed, and the case is remanded to the 
Court of Appeals for further proceedings consistent with 
this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Scalia, with whom Justice Alito joins, concur­
ring in part and concurring in the judgment. 

I join the Court’s judgment that the Ninth Circuit prop­
erly remanded this case to the Benefits Review Board, and 
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I agree with almost all of the Court’s opinion. My disagree­
ment is limited to the last two substantive paragraphs of 
Part IV, which endorse the Ninth Circuit’s “substantial­
nexus” test for determining the scope of coverage under 43 
U. S. C. § 1333(b). The Court indulges in considerable un­
derstatement when it acknowledges that this test “may not 
be the easiest to administer,” ante, at 222. “Substantial 
nexus” is novel legalese with no established meaning in the 
present context. I agree with the Court’s rejection of some 
of the clearer rules proposed by the parties—which, though 
easier to apply, are unmoored from the text of § 1333(b). 
But if we must adopt an indeterminate standard (and the 
statute’s “as the result of” language leaves us no choice) I 
prefer the devil we know to the devil of the Ninth Circuit’s 
imagining. I would hold that an employee may recover 
under § 1333(b) if his injury was proximately caused by op­
erations on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). 

The term “proximate cause” is “shorthand for a concept: 
Injuries have countless causes, and not all should give rise 
to legal liability.” CSX Transp., Inc. v. McBride, 564 U. S. 
685, 692 (2011). Life is too short to pursue every event to 
its most remote, “but-for,” consequences, and the doctrine of 
proximate cause provides a rough guide for courts in cut­
ting off otherwise endless chains of cause and effect. See 
Holmes v. Securities Investor Protection Corporation, 503 
U. S. 258, 287 (1992) (Scalia, J., concurring in judgment). 
Thus, as the Court notes in rejecting the Third Circuit’s 
“but for” test for § 1333(b) coverage, we have interpreted 
statutes with language similar to § 1333(b) as prescribing a 
proximate-cause standard. See ante, at 221–222. 

Although the doctrine of proximate cause is rooted in tort 
law and most commonly applied in negligence actions, it can 
also provide a useful guide in no-fault compensation schemes 
like this one. In Brown v. Gardner, 513 U. S. 115, 119 (1994), 
we considered a no-fault veterans’ compensation statute cov­
ering injuries that occurred “as the result of” medical treat­
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ment (precisely the language at issue here); we suggested 
that the requisite “causal connection” between the injury and 
medical treatment may be “limited to proximate causation 
so as to narrow the class of compensable cases . . . by elimi­
nating remote consequences.” Similarly, some state work­
ers’ compensation laws use the concept of proximate cause 
to determine entitlement. See, e. g., Ex parte Patton, 77 So. 
3d 591, 595 (Ala. 2011); Marandino v. Prometheus Phar­
macy, 294 Conn. 564, 591, 986 A. 2d 1023, 1041 (2010); Grant 
v. Grant Textiles, 372 S. C. 196, 201, 641 S. E. 2d 869, 
871 (2007). Indeed, the statutory law of California, where 
Mr. Valladolid died while at work, limits workers’ compensa­
tion liability to cases “[w]here the injury is proximately 
caused by the employment, either with or without negli­
gence.” Cal. Lab. Code Ann. § 3600(a)(3) (West 2011).* I 
see no reason why the scope of 43 U. S. C. § 1333(b) could not 
similarly be cabined by the familiar limits of proximate 
causation. 

To be sure, proximate cause is an imperfect legal doctrine; 
I have no illusions that its tenets are easy to describe or 
straightforward to apply. Judicial opinions do not provide a 
uniform formulation of the test, and borderline cases are 
rarely clear. But “it is often easier to disparage the product 
of centuries of common law than to devise a plausible substi­
tute.” McBride, 564 U. S., at 707 (Roberts, C. J., dissent­
ing). Unlike the substantial-nexus test, proximate cause 
provides a “vocabulary” for answering questions like the one 

*Strange to say, the California Supreme Court has held that this unmis­
takable term-of-art reference to a rule found in the common law of torts 
does not establish a rule “identical to that found in the common law of 
torts,” but merely “elaborat[es] the general requirement that the injury 
arise out of the employment.” LaTourette v. Workers’ Compensation 
App. Bd., 17 Cal. 4th 644, 651, n. 1, 951 P. 2d 1184, 1187, n. 1 (1998) (internal 
quotation marks omitted). Perhaps (who knows?) later California Su­
preme Court cases will “clarify” this general requirement by saying that 
it requires a “substantial nexus” between the employment and the injury. 
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raised by the facts of this case. It may be productive, for 
example, to consider whether the injury was “within the 
scope of the risk” created by OCS operations, or whether 
some “superseding or intervening cause” exists. Id., at 719. 
In addition to that vocabulary, precedents on proximate 
cause “furnish illustrations of situations which judicious men 
upon careful consideration have adjudged to be on one side 
of the line or the other.” Exxon Co., U. S. A. v. Sofec, Inc., 
517 U. S. 830, 839 (1996) (internal quotation marks omitted). 

“Substantial nexus,” by contrast, is an indeterminate 
phrase that lacks all pedigree. Our case law has used it as 
a term of art in only one context, first appearing in Justice 
Blackmun’s opinion for the Court in Complete Auto Transit, 
Inc. v. Brady, 430 U. S. 274, 279 (1977): We sustain state 
taxes against Commerce Clause challenges if they are, inter 
alia, “applied to an activity with a substantial nexus with 
the taxing State.” Oklahoma Tax Comm’n v. Jefferson 
Lines, Inc., 514 U. S. 175, 183 (1995) (emphasis added; inter­
nal quotation marks omitted). “[S]uch a nexus is estab­
lished when the taxpayer ‘avails itself of the substantial 
privilege of carrying on business’ in that jurisdiction.” 
Polar Tankers, Inc. v. City of Valdez, 557 U. S. 1, 11 (2009). 
That clarification—and any further clarification in the Com­
merce Clause context—will not be remotely helpful to lower 
courts attempting to apply the substantial-nexus test in 
the very different legal context of workers’ compensation 
under § 1333(b). In this latter context, I assume the Court 
means by “substantial nexus” a substantial causal nexus— 
since § 1333(b)’s “as the result of” language “plainly suggests 
causation,” ante, at 221. Like the word “nexus” itself, 
the definition of “substantial nexus” in our state-tax cases 
does not require any causal relationship whatsoever. The 
proximate-cause test, by comparison, represents a much 
more natural interpretation of a statute that turns on 
causation. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



226 PACIFIC OPERATORS OFFSHORE, LLP v. VALLADOLID 

Opinion of Scalia, J. 

Does the Court mean to establish, by the novel “substan­
tial [causal] nexus” test, a new tertium quid of causality— 
somewhere between but-for causality and proximate cause? 
One might think so, since there is no other sensible reason 
to (1) reject but-for cause, (2) say nothing about the natural 
alternative (proximate cause), and (3) embrace the “substan­
tial [causal] nexus” novelty. On the other hand, the Court’s 
opinion suggests at least some connection (that is to say, in 
the Court’s favored lawspeak, some “nexus”) between the 
proximate-cause standard and the substantial-nexus test, 
since it cites one of our proximate-cause cases just before 
concluding that “[a]ccordingly, . . . the Ninth Circuit’s 
‘substantial-nexus’ test is more faithful to the text of 
§ 1333(b)” than the Third Circuit’s but-for test. Ante, at 222. 
In the opinion below, moreover, the Ninth Circuit purported 
to endorse the Fifth Circuit’s pre-1989 case law, which re­
quired “ ‘that the claimant show a nexus . . . similar to the 
proximate cause test in tort law.’ ” 604 F. 3d 1126, 1140 
(CA9 2010) (quoting Mills v. Director, Office of Workers’ 
Compensation Programs, 846 F. 2d 1013, 1015 (CA5 1988), 
rev’d en banc, 877 F. 2d 356 (1989)). Who knows whether 
this is a tertium quid or not? The Court has given us a new 
test whose contours are entirely undescribed, and which has 
nothing to be said for it except that it will add complexity to 
the law and litigation to the courts. 

Finally, I must note an additional uncertainty (or else a 
peculiarity) that the Court’s opinion creates: The statutory 
text at issue requires compensation for “disability or death 
of an employee resulting from any injury occurring as 
the result of operations conducted on the outer Continental 
Shelf . . . .” § 1333(b) (emphasis added). Before today, 
I would have thought it clear that courts must apply 
proximate-cause analysis to the “resulting from” provision; 
but that would seem quite peculiar if (as the Court holds 
today) we apply substantial-nexus analysis to the neighbor­
ing “occurring as the result of” provision. Surely both 
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phrases express the same concept. What a tangled web 
we weave. 

I would affirm the Ninth Circuit’s judgment to remand the 
case to the Benefits Review Board, but with instructions to 
apply a proximate-cause test. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



228 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

Syllabus 

PERRY v. NEW HAMPSHIRE 

certiorari to the supreme court of new hampshire 

No. 10–8974. Argued November 2, 2011—Decided January 11, 2012 

Around 3 a.m. on August 15, 2008, the Nashua, New Hampshire, Police 
Department received a call reporting that an African-American male 
was trying to break into cars parked in the lot of the caller’s apartment 
building. When an officer responding to the call asked eyewitness 
Nubia Blandon to describe the man, Blandon pointed to her kitchen win­
dow and said the man she saw breaking into the car was standing in the 
parking lot, next to a police officer. Petitioner Barion Perry’s arrest 
followed this identification. 

Before trial, Perry moved to suppress Blandon’s identification on the 
ground that admitting it at trial would violate due process. The New 
Hampshire trial court denied the motion. To determine whether due 
process prohibits the introduction of an out-of-court identification at 
trial, the Superior Court said, this Court’s decisions instruct a two-step 
inquiry: The trial court must first decide whether the police used an 
unnecessarily suggestive identification procedure; if they did, the court 
must next consider whether that procedure so tainted the resulting 
identification as to render it unreliable and thus inadmissible. Perry’s 
challenge, the court found, failed at step one, for Blandon’s identification 
did not result from an unnecessarily suggestive procedure employed by 
the police. A jury subsequently convicted Perry of theft by unauthor­
ized taking. 

On appeal, Perry argued that the trial court erred in requiring an 
initial showing that police arranged a suggestive identification proce­
dure. Suggestive circumstances alone, Perry contended, suffice to re­
quire court evaluation of the reliability of an eyewitness identification 
before allowing it to be presented to the jury. The New Hampshire 
Supreme Court rejected Perry’s argument and affirmed his conviction. 

Held: The Due Process Clause does not require a preliminary judicial in­
quiry into the reliability of an eyewitness identification when the identi­
fication was not procured under unnecessarily suggestive circumstances 
arranged by law enforcement. Pp. 237–248. 

(a) The Constitution protects a defendant against a conviction based 
on evidence of questionable reliability, not by prohibiting introduction 
of the evidence, but by affording the defendant means to persuade the 
jury that the evidence should be discounted as unworthy of credit. 
Only when evidence “is so extremely unfair that its admission violates 
fundamental conceptions of justice,” Dowling v. United States, 493 U. S. 
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342, 352 (internal quotation marks omitted), does the Due Process 
Clause preclude its admission. 

Contending that the Due Process Clause is implicated here, Perry 
relies on a series of decisions involving police-arranged identification 
procedures. See Stovall v. Denno, 388 U. S. 293; Simmons v. United 
States, 390 U. S. 377; Foster v. California, 394 U. S. 440; Neil v. Biggers, 
409 U. S. 188; and Manson v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98. These cases 
detail the approach appropriately used to determine whether due proc­
ess requires suppression of an eyewitness identification tainted by police 
arrangement. First, due process concerns arise only when law enforce­
ment officers use an identification procedure that is both suggestive and 
unnecessary. Id., at 107, 109; Biggers, 409 U. S., at 198. Even when 
the police use such a procedure, however, suppression of the resulting 
identification is not the inevitable consequence. Brathwaite, 432 U. S., 
at 112–113; Biggers, 409 U. S., at 198–199. Instead, due process re­
quires courts to assess, on a case-by-case basis, whether improper police 
conduct created a “substantial likelihood of misidentification.” Id., at 
201. “[R]eliability [of the eyewitness identification] is the linchpin” of 
that evaluation. Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 114. Where the “indicators 
of [a witness’] ability to make an accurate identification” are “out­
weighed by the corrupting effect” of law enforcement suggestion, the 
identification should be suppressed. Id., at 114, 116. Otherwise, the 
identification, assuming no other barrier to its admission, should be sub­
mitted to the jury. Pp. 237–240. 

(b) Perry argues that it was mere happenstance that all of the cases in 
the Stovall line involved improper police action. The rationale underly­
ing this Court’s decisions, Perry asserts, calls for a rule requiring trial 
judges to prescreen eyewitness evidence for reliability any time an identi­
fication is made under suggestive circumstances. This Court disagrees. 

If “reliability is the linchpin” of admissibility under the Due Process 
Clause, Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 114, Perry contends, it should not mat­
ter whether law enforcement was responsible for creating the sugges­
tive circumstances that marred the identification. This argument re­
moves Brathwaite’s statement from its mooring, attributing to it a 
meaning that a fair reading of the opinion does not bear. The due proc­
ess check for reliability, Brathwaite made plain, comes into play only 
after the defendant establishes improper police conduct. 

Perry’s contention also ignores a key premise of Brathwaite: A pri­
mary aim of excluding identification evidence obtained under unneces­
sarily suggestive circumstances is to deter law enforcement use of im­
proper procedures in the first place. This deterrence rationale is 
inapposite in cases, like Perry’s, where there is no improper police con­
duct. Perry also places significant weight on United States v. Wade, 
388 U. S. 218, describing it as a decision not anchored to improper police 
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conduct. But the risk of police rigging was the very danger that 
prompted the Court in Wade to extend a defendant’s right to counsel to 
cover postindictment lineups and showups. 

Perry’s position would also open the door to judicial preview, under 
the banner of due process, of most, if not all, eyewitness identifications. 
There is no reason why an identification made by an eyewitness with 
poor vision or one who harbors a grudge against the defendant, for ex­
ample, should be regarded as inherently more reliable than Blandon’s 
identification here. Even if this Court could, as Perry contends, distin­
guish “suggestive circumstances” from other factors bearing on the re­
liability of eyewitness evidence, Perry’s limitation would still involve 
trial courts, routinely, in preliminary examinations, for most eyewitness 
identifications involve some element of suggestion. Pp. 240–244. 

(c) In urging a broadly applicable rule, Perry maintains that eyewit­
ness identifications are uniquely unreliable. The fallibility of eyewit­
ness evidence does not, without the taint of improper state conduct, 
warrant a due process rule requiring a trial court to screen the evidence 
for reliability before allowing the jury to assess its creditworthiness. 
The Court’s unwillingness to adopt such a rule rests, in large part, on 
its recognition that the jury, not the judge, traditionally determines the 
reliability of evidence. It also takes account of other safeguards built 
into the adversary system that caution juries against placing undue 
weight on eyewitness testimony of questionable reliability. These pro­
tections include the defendant’s Sixth Amendment rights to counsel and 
to confront and cross-examine the eyewitness, eyewitness-specific in­
structions warning juries to take care in appraising identification evi­
dence, and State and Federal Rules of Evidence permitting trial judges 
to exclude relevant evidence if its probative value is substantially out­
weighed by its prejudicial impact or potential for misleading the jury. 
Many of these safeguards were availed of by Perry’s defense. Given 
the safeguards generally applicable in criminal trials, the introduction 
of Blandon’s eyewitness testimony, without a preliminary judicial as­
sessment of its reliability, did not render Perry’s trial fundamentally 
unfair. Pp. 244–248. 

Affirmed. 

Ginsburg, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, 
C. J., and Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, Breyer, Alito, and Kagan, JJ., 
joined. Thomas, J., filed a concurring opinion, post, p. 249. Sotomayor, 
J., filed a dissenting opinion, post, p. 249. 

Richard Guerriero argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were David M. Rothstein, Christopher 
Johnson, and Heather Ward. 
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Michael A. Delaney, Attorney General of New Hampshire, 
argued the cause for respondent. With him on the brief 
were Stephen D. Fuller, Senior Assistant Attorney General, 
Thomas E. Bocian, Assistant Attorney General, and Susan 
P. McGinnis, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 

Nicole A. Saharsky argued the cause for the United States 
as amicus curiae in support of respondent. With her on the 
brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney 
General Breuer, Deputy Solicitor General Dreeben, and Joel 
M. Gershowitz.* 

Justice Ginsburg delivered the opinion of the Court. 
In our system of justice, fair trial for persons charged with 

criminal offenses is secured by the Sixth Amendment, which 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the American 
Psychological Association by David W. Ogden, Daniel S. Volchok, Fran­
cesco Valentini, and Nathalie F. P. Gilfoyle; and for the Innocence Net­
work by Timothy P. O’Toole and Jeffrey Hahn. A brief of amicus curiae 
urging vacation was filed for the National Association of Criminal Defense 
Lawyers by Mark D. Harris and David M. Porter. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the State of Louisi­
ana et al. by James D. “Buddy” Caldwell, Attorney General of Louisiana, S. 
Kyle Duncan, and Ross W. Bergethon, Assistant Attorney General, by 
Kevin T. Kane, Chief State’s Attorney of Connecticut, and Leonardo M. Ra­
padas, Attorney General of Guam, and by the Attorneys General for their 
respective States as follows: Luther Strange of Alabama, Tom Horne of Ari­
zona, John W. Suthers of Colorado, Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, Pamela 
Jo Bondi of Florida, Samuel S. Olens of Georgia, Lawrence G. Wasden of 
Idaho, Lisa Madigan of Illinois, Derek Schmidt of Kansas, Jack Conway of 
Kentucky, William Schneider of Maine, Douglas F. Gansler of Maryland, 
Martha Coakley of Massachusetts, Bill Schuette of Michigan, Jon Bruning 
of Nebraska, Catherine Cortez Masto of Nevada, Paula T. Dow of New Jer­
sey, Gary K. King of New Mexico, Wayne Stenehjem of North Dakota, E. 
Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, John R. Kroger of Oregon, Peter F. Kilmartin of 
Rhode Island, Alan Wilson of South Carolina, Marty J. Jackley of South 
Dakota, Mark L. Shurtleff of Utah, J. B. Van Hollen of Wisconsin, and Greg­
ory A. Phillips of Wyoming; for the Criminal Justice Legal Foundation by 
Kent S. Scheidegger; and for the National District Attorneys Association by 
Thomas R. McCarthy and William S. Consovoy. 

Steven A. Reiss and Gregory Silbert filed a brief for Wilton Dedge et al. as 
amici curiae. 
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guarantees to defendants the right to counsel, compulsory 
process to obtain defense witnesses, and the opportunity to 
cross-examine witnesses for the prosecution. Those safe­
guards apart, admission of evidence in state trials is ordi­
narily governed by state law, and the reliability of relevant 
testimony typically falls within the province of the jury to 
determine. This Court has recognized, in addition, a due 
process check on the admission of eyewitness identification, 
applicable when the police have arranged suggestive circum­
stances leading the witness to identify a particular person as 
the perpetrator of a crime. 

An identification infected by improper police influence, our 
case law holds, is not automatically excluded. Instead, the 
trial judge must screen the evidence for reliability pretrial. 
If there is “a very substantial likelihood of irreparable mis­
identification,” Simmons v. United States, 390 U. S. 377, 384 
(1968), the judge must disallow presentation of the evidence 
at trial. But if the indicia of reliability are strong enough 
to outweigh the corrupting effect of the police-arranged sug­
gestive circumstances, the identification evidence ordinarily 
will be admitted, and the jury will ultimately determine its 
worth. 

We have not extended pretrial screening for reliability to 
cases in which the suggestive circumstances were not ar­
ranged by law enforcement officers. Petitioner requests 
that we do so because of the grave risk that mistaken identi­
fication will yield a miscarriage of justice.1 Our decisions, 

1 The dissent, too, appears to urge that all suggestive circumstances 
raise due process concerns warranting a pretrial ruling. See post, at 254, 
257, 262–265. Neither Perry nor the dissent, however, points to a single 
case in which we have required pretrial screening absent a police-arranged 
identification procedure. Understandably so, for there are no such cases. 
Instead, the dissent surveys our decisions, heedless of the police arrange­
ment that underlies every one of them, and inventing a “longstanding 
rule,” post, at 254, that never existed. Nor are we, as the dissent suggests, 
imposing a mens rea requirement, post, at 250, 255, or otherwise altering 
our precedent in any way. As our case law makes clear, what triggers due 
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however, turn on the presence of state action and aim to 
deter police from rigging identification procedures, for ex­
ample, at a lineup, showup, or photograph array. When 
no improper law enforcement activity is involved, we hold, 
it suffices to test reliability through the rights and oppor­
tunities generally designed for that purpose, notably, the 
presence of counsel at postindictment lineups, vigorous 
cross-examination, protective rules of evidence, and jury in­
structions on both the fallibility of eyewitness identification 
and the requirement that guilt be proved beyond a reason­
able doubt. 

I 

A 

Around 3 a.m. on August 15, 2008, Joffre Ullon called the 
Nashua, New Hampshire, Police Department and reported 
that an African-American male was trying to break into cars 
parked in the lot of Ullon’s apartment building. Officer Ni­
cole Clay responded to the call. Upon arriving at the park­
ing lot, Clay heard what “sounded like a metal bat hitting 
the ground.” App. 37a–38a. She then saw petitioner Ba­
rion Perry standing between two cars. Perry walked to­
ward Clay, holding two car-stereo amplifiers in his hands. 
A metal bat lay on the ground behind him. Clay asked 
Perry where the amplifiers came from. “[I] found them on 
the ground,” Perry responded. Id., at 39a. 

Meanwhile, Ullon’s wife, Nubia Blandon, woke her neigh­
bor, Alex Clavijo, and told him she had just seen someone 
break into his car. Clavijo immediately went downstairs to 
the parking lot to inspect the car. He first observed that 
one of the rear windows had been shattered. On further 
inspection, he discovered that the speakers and amplifiers 
from his car stereo were missing, as were his bat and 

process concerns is police use of an unnecessarily suggestive identification 
procedure, whether or not they intended the arranged procedure to be 
suggestive. 
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wrench. Clavijo then approached Clay and told her about 
Blandon’s alert and his own subsequent observations. 

By this time, another officer had arrived at the scene. 
Clay asked Perry to stay in the parking lot with that officer, 
while she and Clavijo went to talk to Blandon. Clay and 
Clavijo then entered the apartment building and took the 
stairs to the fourth floor, where Blandon’s and Clavijo’s 
apartments were located. They met Blandon in the hallway 
just outside the open door to her apartment. 

Asked to describe what she had seen, Blandon stated that, 
around 2:30 a.m., she saw from her kitchen window a tall, 
African-American man roaming the parking lot and looking 
into cars. Eventually, the man circled Clavijo’s car, opened 
the trunk, and removed a large box.2 

Clay asked Blandon for a more specific description of the 
man. Blandon pointed to her kitchen window and said the 
person she saw breaking into Clavijo’s car was standing in 
the parking lot, next to the police officer. Perry’s arrest fol­
lowed this identification. 

About a month later, the police showed Blandon a photo­
graphic array that included a picture of Perry and asked her 
to point out the man who had broken into Clavijo’s car. 
Blandon was unable to identify Perry. 

B 

Perry was charged in New Hampshire state court with 
one count of theft by unauthorized taking and one count of 
criminal mischief.3 Before trial, he moved to suppress 
Blandon’s identification on the ground that admitting it at 
trial would violate due process. Blandon witnessed what 

2 The box, which Clay found on the ground near where she first encoun­
tered Perry, contained car-stereo speakers. App. 177a–178a. 

3 The theft charge was based on the taking of items from Clavijo’s car, 
while the criminal mischief count was founded on the shattering of Clavi­
jo’s car window. 
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amounted to a one-person showup in the parking lot, Perry 
asserted, which all but guaranteed that she would identify 
him as the culprit. Id., at 15a–16a. 

The New Hampshire Superior Court denied the motion. 
Id., at 82a–88a. To determine whether due process prohib­
its the introduction of an out-of-court identification at trial, 
the Superior Court said, this Court’s decisions instruct a 
two-step inquiry. First, the trial court must decide whether 
the police used an unnecessarily suggestive identification 
procedure. Id., at 85a. If they did, the court must next 
consider whether the improper identification procedure so 
tainted the resulting identification as to render it unreliable 
and therefore inadmissible. Ibid. (citing Neil v. Biggers, 409 
U. S. 188 (1972), and Manson v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98 
(1977)). 

Perry’s challenge, the Superior Court concluded, failed at 
step one: Blandon’s identification of Perry on the night of 
the crime did not result from an unnecessarily suggestive 
procedure “manufacture[d] . . . by the police.” App. 86a– 
87a. Blandon pointed to Perry “spontaneously,” the court 
noted, “without any inducement from the police.” Id., at 
85a–86a. Clay did not ask Blandon whether the man stand­
ing in the parking lot was the man Blandon had seen break­
ing into Clavijo’s car. Ibid. Nor did Clay ask Blandon to 
move to the window from which she had observed the break-
in. Id., at 86a. 

The Superior Court recognized that there were reasons to 
question the accuracy of Blandon’s identification: The park­
ing lot was dark in some locations; Perry was standing next 
to a police officer; Perry was the only African-American man 
in the vicinity; and Blandon was unable, later, to pick Perry 
out of a photographic array. Id., at 86a–87a. But “[b]e­
cause the police procedures were not unnecessarily sugges­
tive,” the court ruled that the reliability of Blandon’s testi­
mony was for the jury to consider. Id., at 87a. 
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At the ensuing trial, Blandon and Clay testified to Bland­
on’s out-of-court identification. The jury found Perry guilty 
of theft and not guilty of criminal mischief. 

On appeal, Perry repeated his challenge to the admissibil­
ity of Blandon’s out-of-court identification. The trial court 
erred, Perry contended, in requiring an initial showing that 
the police arranged the suggestive identification procedure. 
Suggestive circumstances alone, Perry argued, suffice to 
trigger the court’s duty to evaluate the reliability of the re­
sulting identification before allowing presentation of the evi­
dence to the jury. 

The New Hampshire Supreme Court rejected Perry’s ar­
gument and affirmed his conviction. Id., at 9a–11a. Only 
where the police employ suggestive identification techniques, 
that court held, does the Due Process Clause require a trial 
court to assess the reliability of identification evidence before 
permitting a jury to consider it. Id., at 10a–11a. 

We granted certiorari to resolve a division of opinion on 
the question whether the Due Process Clause requires a trial 
judge to conduct a preliminary assessment of the reliabil­
ity of an eyewitness identification made under suggestive 
circumstances not arranged by the police. 563 U. S. 1020 
(2011).4 

4 Compare United States v. Bouthot, 878 F. 2d 1506, 1516 (CA1 1989) 
(Due process requires federal courts to “scrutinize all suggestive identifi­
cation procedures, not just those orchestrated by the police.”); Dunnigan 
v. Keane, 137 F. 3d 117, 128 (CA2 1998) (same); Thigpen v. Cory, 804 F. 2d 
893, 895 (CA6 1986) (same), with United States v. Kimberlin, 805 F. 2d 
210, 233 (CA7 1986) (Due process check is required only in cases involving 
improper state action.); United States v. Zeiler, 470 F. 2d 717, 720 (CA3 
1972) (same); State v. Addison, 160 N. H. 792, 801, 8 A. 3d 118, 125 
(2010) (same); State v. Reid, 91 S. W. 3d 247, 272 (Tenn. 2002) (same); State 
v. Nordstrom, 200 Ariz. 229, 241, 25 P. 3d 717, 729 (2001) (same); Semple 
v. State, 271 Ga. 416, 417–418, 519 S. E. 2d 912, 913–914 (1999) (same); 
Harris v. State, 619 N. E. 2d 577, 581 (Ind. 1993) (same); State v. Pailon, 
590 A. 2d 858, 862–863 (R. I. 1991) (same); Commonwealth v. Colon-Cruz, 
408 Mass. 533, 541–542, 562 N. E. 2d 797, 805 (1990) (same); State v. Brown, 
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II 

A 

The Constitution, our decisions indicate, protects a defend­
ant against a conviction based on evidence of questionable 
reliability, not by prohibiting introduction of the evidence, 
but by affording the defendant means to persuade the jury 
that the evidence should be discounted as unworthy of credit. 
Constitutional safeguards available to defendants to counter 
the State’s evidence include the Sixth Amendment rights to 
counsel, Gideon v. Wainwright, 372 U. S. 335, 343–345 (1963); 
compulsory process, Taylor v. Illinois, 484 U. S. 400, 408– 
409 (1988); and confrontation plus cross-examination of wit­
nesses, Delaware v. Fensterer, 474 U. S. 15, 18–20 (1985) (per 
curiam). Apart from these guarantees, we have recog­
nized, state and federal statutes and rules ordinarily govern 
the admissibility of evidence, and juries are assigned the task 
of determining the reliability of the evidence presented at 
trial. See Kansas v. Ventris, 556 U. S. 586, 594, n. (2009) 
(“Our legal system . . . is built on the premise that it is the 
province of the jury to weigh the credibility of competing 
witnesses.”). Only when evidence “is so extremely unfair 
that its admission violates fundamental conceptions of jus­
tice,” Dowling v. United States, 493 U. S. 342, 352 (1990) (in­
ternal quotation marks omitted), have we imposed a con­
straint tied to the Due Process Clause. See, e. g., Napue v. 
Illinois, 360 U. S. 264, 269 (1959) (Due process prohibits the 
State’s “knowin[g] use [of] false evidence,” because such use 
violates “any concept of ordered liberty.”). 

Contending that the Due Process Clause is implicated 
here, Perry relies on a series of decisions involving police-
arranged identification procedures. In Stovall v. Denno, 388 
U. S. 293 (1967), first of those decisions, a witness identified 
the defendant as her assailant after police officers brought 

38 Ohio St. 3d 305, 310–311, 528 N. E. 2d 523, 533 (1988) (same); Wilson v. 
Commonwealth, 695 S. W. 2d 854, 857 (Ky. 1985) (same). 
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the defendant to the witness’ hospital room. Id., at 295. At 
the time the witness made the identification, the defendant— 
the only African-American in the room—was handcuffed and 
surrounded by police officers. Ibid. Although the police-
arranged showup was undeniably suggestive, the Court held 
that no due process violation occurred. Id., at 302. Crucial 
to the Court’s decision was the procedure’s necessity: The 
witness was the only person who could identify or exonerate 
the defendant; the witness could not leave her hospital room; 
and it was uncertain whether she would live to identify the 
defendant in more neutral circumstances. Ibid. 

A year later, in Simmons v. United States, 390 U. S. 377 
(1968), the Court addressed a due process challenge to police 
use of a photographic array. When a witness identifies the 
defendant in a police-organized photo lineup, the Court 
ruled, the identification should be suppressed only where 
“the photographic identification procedure was so [unneces­
sarily] suggestive as to give rise to a very substantial like­
lihood of irreparable misidentification.” Id., at 384–385. 
Satisfied that the photo array used by Federal Bureau of 
Investigation agents in Simmons was both necessary and 
unlikely to have led to a mistaken identification, the Court 
rejected the defendant’s due process challenge to admission 
of the identification. Id., at 385–386. In contrast, the 
Court held in Foster v. California, 394 U. S. 440 (1969), that 
due process required the exclusion of an eyewitness identifi­
cation obtained through police-arranged procedures that 
“made it all but inevitable that [the witness] would identify 
[the defendant].” Id., at 443. 

Synthesizing previous decisions, we set forth in Neil v. 
Biggers, 409 U. S. 188 (1972), and reiterated in Manson v. 
Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98 (1977), the approach appropriately 
used to determine whether the Due Process Clause requires 
suppression of an eyewitness identification tainted by police 
arrangement. The Court emphasized, first, that due process 
concerns arise only when law enforcement officers use an 
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identification procedure that is both suggestive and unneces­
sary. Id., at 107, 109; Biggers, 409 U. S., at 198. Even when 
the police use such a procedure, the Court next said, suppres­
sion of the resulting identification is not the inevitable conse­
quence. Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 112–113; Biggers, 409 
U. S., at 198–199. 

A rule requiring automatic exclusion, the Court reasoned, 
would “g[o] too far,” for it would “kee[p] evidence from the 
jury that is reliable and relevant,” and “may result, on occa­
sion, in the guilty going free.” Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 112; 
see id., at 113 (when an “identification is reliable despite an 
unnecessarily suggestive [police] identification procedure,” 
automatic exclusion “is a Draconian sanction,” one “that may 
frustrate rather than promote justice”). 

Instead of mandating a per se exclusionary rule, the Court 
held that the Due Process Clause requires courts to assess, 
on a case-by-case basis, whether improper police conduct cre­
ated a “substantial likelihood of misidentification.” Biggers, 
409 U. S., at 201; see Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 116. “[R]elia­
bility [of the eyewitness identification] is the linchpin” of that 
evaluation, the Court stated in Brathwaite. Id., at 114. 
Where the “indicators of [a witness’] ability to make an accu­
rate identification” are “outweighed by the corrupting effect” 
of law enforcement suggestion, the identification should be 
suppressed. Id., at 114, 116. Otherwise, the evidence (if 
admissible in all other respects) should be submitted to the 
jury.5 

Applying this “totality of the circumstances” approach, id., 
at 110, the Court held in Biggers that law enforcement’s use 

5 Among “factors to be considered” in evaluating a witness’ “ability to 
make an accurate identification,” the Court listed: “the opportunity of the 
witness to view the criminal at the time of the crime, the witness’ degree 
of attention, the accuracy of his prior description of the criminal, the level 
of certainty demonstrated at the confrontation, and the time between the 
crime and the confrontation.” Manson v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98, 114 
(1977) (citing Neil v. Biggers, 409 U. S. 188, 199–200 (1972)). 
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of an unnecessarily suggestive showup did not require sup­
pression of the victim’s identification of her assailant. 409 
U. S., at 199–200. Notwithstanding the improper procedure, 
the victim’s identification was reliable: She saw her assailant 
for a considerable period of time under adequate light, pro­
vided police with a detailed description of her attacker long 
before the showup, and had “no doubt” that the defendant 
was the person she had seen. Id., at 200 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). Similarly, the Court concluded in Brath­
waite that police use of an unnecessarily suggestive photo 
array did not require exclusion of the resulting identification. 
432 U. S., at 114–117. The witness, an undercover police of­
ficer, viewed the defendant in good light for several minutes, 
provided a thorough description of the suspect, and was cer­
tain of his identification. Id., at 115. Hence, the “indicators 
of [the witness’] ability to make an accurate identification 
[were] hardly outweighed by the corrupting effect of the 
challenged identification.” Id., at 116. 

B 

Perry concedes that, in contrast to every case in the Sto­
vall line, law enforcement officials did not arrange the sug­
gestive circumstances surrounding Blandon’s identification. 
See Brief for Petitioner 34; Tr. of Oral Arg. 5 (counsel for 
Perry) (“[W]e do not allege any manipulation or intentional 
orchestration by the police.”). He contends, however, that 
it was mere happenstance that each of the Stovall cases in­
volved improper police action. The rationale underlying our 
decisions, Perry asserts, supports a rule requiring trial 
judges to prescreen eyewitness evidence for reliability any 
time an identification is made under suggestive circum­
stances. We disagree. 

Perry’s argument depends, in large part, on the Court’s 
statement in Brathwaite that “reliability is the linchpin in 
determining the admissibility of identification testimony.” 
432 U. S., at 114. If reliability is the linchpin of admissibility 
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under the Due Process Clause, Perry maintains, it should 
make no difference whether law enforcement was responsi­
ble for creating the suggestive circumstances that marred 
the identification. 

Perry has removed our statement in Brathwaite from its 
mooring, and thereby attributes to the statement a meaning 
a fair reading of our opinion does not bear. As just ex­
plained, supra, at 238–239, the Brathwaite Court’s reference 
to reliability appears in a portion of the opinion concerning 
the appropriate remedy when the police use an unnecessar­
ily suggestive identification procedure. The Court adopted 
a judicial screen for reliability as a course preferable to a 
per se rule requiring exclusion of identification evidence 
whenever law enforcement officers employ an improper pro­
cedure. The due process check for reliability, Brathwaite 
made plain, comes into play only after the defendant estab­
lishes improper police conduct. The very purpose of the 
check, the Court noted, was to avoid depriving the jury of 
identification evidence that is reliable, notwithstanding im­
proper police conduct. 432 U. S., at 112–113.6 

Perry’s contention that improper police action was not es­
sential to the reliability check Brathwaite required is echoed 
by the dissent. Post, at 252. Both ignore a key premise of 
the Brathwaite decision: A primary aim of excluding identi­
fication evidence obtained under unnecessarily suggestive 
circumstances, the Court said, is to deter law enforcement 
use of improper lineups, showups, and photo arrays in the 
first place. See 432 U. S., at 112. Alerted to the prospect 
that identification evidence improperly obtained may be 
excluded, the Court reasoned, police officers will “guard 

6 The Court’s description of the question presented in Brathwaite as­
sumes that improper state action occurred: “[Does] the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment compe[l] the exclusion, in a state 
criminal trial, apart from any consideration of reliability, of pretrial identi­
fication evidence obtained by a police procedure that was both suggestive 
and unnecessary.” 432 U. S., at 99. 
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against unnecessarily suggestive procedures.” Ibid. This 
deterrence rationale is inapposite in cases, like Perry’s, in 
which the police engaged in no improper conduct. 

Coleman v. Alabama, 399 U. S. 1 (1970), another decision 
in the Stovall line, similarly shows that the Court has linked 
the due process check, not to suspicion of eyewitness testi­
mony generally, but only to improper police arrangement of 
the circumstances surrounding an identification. The de­
fendants in Coleman contended that a witness’ in-court iden­
tifications violated due process, because a pretrial station-
house lineup was “so unduly prejudicial and conducive to 
irreparable misidentification as fatally to taint [the later 
identifications].” 399 U. S., at 3 (plurality opinion). The 
Court rejected this argument. Id., at 5–6 (plurality opin­
ion), 13–14 (Black, J., concurring), 22, n. 2 (Burger, C. J., dis­
senting), 28, n. 2 (Stewart, J., dissenting). No due process 
violation occurred, the plurality explained, because nothing 
“the police said or did prompted [the witness’] virtually spon­
taneous identification of [the defendants].” Id., at 6. True, 
Coleman was the only person in the lineup wearing a hat, 
the plurality noted, but “nothing in the record show[ed] that 
he was required to do so.” Ibid. See also Colorado v. Con­
nelly, 479 U. S. 157, 163, 167 (1986) (Where the “crucial ele­
ment of police overreaching” is missing, the admissibility of 
an allegedly unreliable confession is “a matter to be gov­
erned by the evidentiary laws of the forum, . . . and not by 
the Due Process Clause.”). 

Perry and the dissent place significant weight on United 
States v. Wade, 388 U. S. 218 (1967), describing it as a deci­
sion not anchored to improper police conduct. See Brief for 
Petitioner 12, 15, 21–22, 28; post, at 250–253, 256–258. In fact, 
the risk of police rigging was the very danger to which the 
Court responded in Wade when it recognized a defendant’s 
right to counsel at postindictment, police-organized identifi­
cation procedures. 388 U. S., at 233, 235–236. “[T]he con­
frontation compelled by the State between the accused and the 
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victim or witnesses,” the Court began, “is peculiarly riddled 
with innumerable dangers and variable factors which might 
seriously, even crucially, derogate from a fair trial.” Id., at 
228 (emphasis added). “A major factor contributing to the 
high incidence of miscarriage of justice from mistaken identi­
fication,” the Court continued, “has been the degree of sug­
gestion inherent in the manner in which the prosecution pre­
sents the suspect to witnesses for pretrial identification.” 
Ibid. (emphasis added). To illustrate the improper sugges­
tion it was concerned about, the Court pointed to police-
designed lineups where “all in the lineup but the suspect 
were known to the identifying witness, . . . the other partici­
pants in [the] lineup were grossly dissimilar in appearance to 
the suspect, . . . only the suspect was required to wear dis­
tinctive clothing which the culprit allegedly wore, . . . the 
witness is told by the police that they have caught the culprit 
after which the defendant is brought before the witness 
alone or is viewed in jail, . . . the suspect is pointed out before 
or during a lineup, . . . the participants in the lineup are 
asked to try on an article of clothing which fits only the sus­
pect.” Id., at 233. Beyond genuine debate, then, preven­
tion of unfair police practices prompted the Court to extend 
a defendant’s right to counsel to cover postindictment lineups 
and showups. Id., at 235. 

Perry’s argument, reiterated by the dissent, thus lacks 
support in the case law he cites. Moreover, his position 
would open the door to judicial preview, under the banner of 
due process, of most, if not all, eyewitness identifications. 
External suggestion is hardly the only factor that casts 
doubt on the trustworthiness of an eyewitness’ testimony. 
As one of Perry’s amici points out, many other factors bear 
on “the likelihood of misidentification,” post, at 258—for exam­
ple, the passage of time between exposure to and identifica­
tion of the defendant, whether the witness was under stress 
when he first encountered the suspect, how much time the 
witness had to observe the suspect, how far the witness was 
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from the suspect, whether the suspect carried a weapon, and 
the race of the suspect and the witness. Brief for American 
Psychological Association as Amicus Curiae 9–12. There is 
no reason why an identification made by an eyewitness with 
poor vision, for example, or one who harbors a grudge 
against the defendant, should be regarded as inherently 
more reliable, less of a “threat to the fairness of trial,” post, 
at 262, than the identification Blandon made in this case. To 
embrace Perry’s view would thus entail a vast enlargement 
of the reach of due process as a constraint on the admission 
of evidence. 

Perry maintains that the Court can limit the due process 
check he proposes to identifications made under “suggestive 
circumstances.” Tr. of Oral Arg. 11–14. Even if we could 
rationally distinguish suggestiveness from other factors 
bearing on the reliability of eyewitness evidence, Perry’s lim­
itation would still involve trial courts, routinely, in prelimi­
nary examinations. Most eyewitness identifications involve 
some element of suggestion. Indeed, all in-court identifica­
tions do. Out-of-court identifications volunteered by wit­
nesses are also likely to involve suggestive circumstances. 
For example, suppose a witness identifies the defendant to 
police officers after seeing a photograph of the defendant in 
the press captioned “theft suspect,” or hearing a radio re­
port implicating the defendant in the crime. Or suppose the 
witness knew that the defendant ran with the wrong crowd 
and saw him on the day and in the vicinity of the crime. 
Any of these circumstances might have “suggested” to the 
witness that the defendant was the person the witness ob­
served committing the crime. 

C 

In urging a broadly applicable due process check on eye­
witness identifications, Perry maintains that eyewitness 
identifications are a uniquely unreliable form of evidence. 
See Brief for Petitioner 17–22 (citing studies showing that 
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eyewitness misidentifications are the leading cause of wrong­
ful convictions); Brief for American Psychological Associa­
tion as Amicus Curiae 14–17 (describing research indicating 
that as many as one in three eyewitness identifications is 
inaccurate). See also post, at 262–265. We do not doubt 
either the importance or the fallibility of eyewitness identi­
fications. Indeed, in recognizing that defendants have a 
constitutional right to counsel at postindictment police line­
ups, we observed that “the annals of criminal law are rife 
with instances of mistaken identification.” Wade, 388 U. S., 
at 228. 

We have concluded in other contexts, however, that the 
potential unreliability of a type of evidence does not alone 
render its introduction at the defendant’s trial fundamentally 
unfair. See, e. g., Ventris, 556 U. S., at 594, n. (declining to 
“craft a broa[d] exclusionary rule for uncorroborated state­
ments obtained [from jailhouse snitches],” even though “re­
warded informant testimony” may be inherently untrustwor­
thy); Dowling, 493 U. S., at 353 (rejecting argument that the 
introduction of evidence concerning acquitted conduct is fun­
damentally unfair because such evidence is “inherently unre­
liable”). We reach a similar conclusion here: The fallibility 
of eyewitness evidence does not, without the taint of im­
proper state conduct, warrant a due process rule requiring 
a trial court to screen such evidence for reliability before 
allowing the jury to assess its creditworthiness. 

Our unwillingness to enlarge the domain of due process as 
Perry and the dissent urge rests, in large part, on our recog­
nition that the jury, not the judge, traditionally determines 
the reliability of evidence. See supra, at 237. We also take 
account of other safeguards built into our adversary system 
that caution juries against placing undue weight on eyewit­
ness testimony of questionable reliability. These protec­
tions include the defendant’s Sixth Amendment right to con­
front the eyewitness. See Maryland v. Craig, 497 U. S. 836, 
845 (1990) (“The central concern of the Confrontation Clause 
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is to ensure the reliability of the evidence against a criminal 
defendant.”). Another is the defendant’s right to the effec­
tive assistance of an attorney, who can expose the flaws in 
the eyewitness’ testimony during cross-examination and 
focus the jury’s attention on the fallibility of such testimony 
during opening and closing arguments. Eyewitness-specific 
jury instructions, which many federal and state courts have 
adopted,7 likewise warn the jury to take care in appraising 
identification evidence. See, e. g., United States v. Telfaire, 
469 F. 2d 552, 558–559 (CADC 1972) (per curiam) (D. C. Cir­
cuit Model Jury Instructions) (“If the identification by the 
witness may have been influenced by the circumstances 
under which the defendant was presented to him for identi­
fication, you should scrutinize the identification with great 
care.”). See also Ventris, 556 U. S., at 594, n. (citing jury 
instructions that informed jurors about the unreliability of 
uncorroborated jailhouse-informant testimony as a reason to 

7 See Model Crim. Jury Instr. No. 4.15 (CA3 2009); United States v. Hol­
ley, 502 F. 2d 273, 277–278 (CA4 1974); Pattern Crim. Jury Instr. No. 1.29 
(CA5 2001); Pattern Crim. Jury Instr. No. 7.11 (CA6 2011); Fed. Crim. 
Jury Instr. No. 3.08 (CA7 1999); Model Crim. Jury Instr. for the District 
Courts No. 4.08 (CA8 2011); Model Crim. Jury Instr. No. 4.11 (CA9 2010); 
Pattern Crim. Jury Instr. No. 1.29 (CA10 2011); Pattern Jury Instr., Crim. 
Cases, Spec. Instr. No. 3 (CA11 2010); Rev. Ariz. Jury Instr., Crim., No. 39 
(3d ed. 2008); 1 Judicial Council of Cal., Crim. Jury Instr., No. 315 (Summer 
2011); Conn. Crim. Jury Instr. No. 2.6–4 (4th ed. 2007); 2 Ga. Suggested 
Pattern Jury Instr., Crim. Cases, No. 1.35.10 (4th ed. 2011); Ill. Pattern 
Jury Instr., Crim., No. 3.15 (Supp. 2011); Pattern Instr., Kan. 3d, Crim., 
No. 52.20 (2011); 1 Md. Crim. Jury Instr. & Commentary §§ 2.56, 2.57(A), 
2.57(B) (3d ed. 2009 and Supp. 2010); Mass. Crim. Model Jury Instr. No. 
9.160 (2009); 10 Minn. Jury Instr. Guides, Crim., No. 3.19 (Supp. 2006); 
N. H. Crim. Jury Instr. No. 3.06 (1985); N. Y. Crim. Jury Instr. “Identifica­
tion—One Witness” and “Identification—Witness Plus” (2d ed. 2011); Okla. 
Uniform Jury Instr., Crim., No. 9–19 (Supp. 2000); 1 Pa. Suggested Stand­
ard Crim. Jury Instr. No. 4.07B (2d ed. 2010); Tenn. Pattern Jury Instr., 
Crim., No. 42.05 (15th ed. 2011); Model Utah Jury Instr. CR404 (2d ed. 
2011); Model Instructions from the Vt. Crim. Jury Instr. Comm. Nos. 
CR5–601, CR5–605 (2003); W. Va. Crim. Jury Instr. No. 5.05 (6th ed. 2003). 
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resist a ban on such testimony); Dowling, 493 U. S., at 352– 
353. The constitutional requirement that the government 
prove the defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt also 
impedes convictions based on dubious identification evidence. 

State and Federal Rules of Evidence, moreover, permit 
trial judges to exclude relevant evidence if its probative 
value is substantially outweighed by its prejudicial impact 
or potential for misleading the jury. See, e. g., Fed. Rule 
Evid. 403; N. H. Rule Evid. 403 (2011). See also Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 19–22 (inquiring whether the standard Perry seeks dif­
fers materially from the one set out in Rule 403). In appro­
priate cases, some States also permit defendants to present 
expert testimony on the hazards of eyewitness identification 
evidence. See, e. g., State v. Clopten, 2009 UT 84, ¶33, 223 
P. 3d 1103, 1113 (“We expect . . . that in cases involving eye­
witness identification of strangers or near-strangers, trial 
courts will routinely admit expert testimony [on the dangers 
of such evidence].”). 

Many of the safeguards just noted were at work at 
Perry’s trial. During her opening statement, Perry’s court-
appointed attorney cautioned the jury about the vulnerabil­
ity of Blandon’s identification. App. 115a (Blandon, “the 
eyewitness that the State needs you to believe[,] can’t pick 
[Perry] out of a photo array. How carefully did she really 
see what was going on? . . . How well could she really see 
him?”). While cross-examining Blandon and Officer Clay, 
Perry’s attorney constantly brought up the weaknesses of 
Blandon’s identification. She highlighted: (1) the significant 
distance between Blandon’s window and the parking lot, id., 
at 226a; (2) the lateness of the hour, id., at 225a; (3) the van 
that partly obstructed Blandon’s view, id., at 226a; (4) Bland­
on’s concession that she was “so scared [she] really didn’t 
pay attention” to what Perry was wearing, id., at 233a; (5) 
Blandon’s inability to describe Perry’s facial features or other 
identifying marks, id., at 205a, 233a–235a; (6) Blandon’s fail­
ure to pick Perry out of a photo array, id., at 235a; and (7) 
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Perry’s position next to a uniformed, gun-bearing police offi­
cer at the moment Blandon made her identification, id., 
at 202a–205a. Perry’s counsel reminded the jury of these 
frailties during her summation. Id., at 374a–375a (Blandon 
“wasn’t able to tell you much about who she saw . . . . She 
couldn’t pick [Perry] out of a lineup, out of a photo array . . . . 
[Blandon said] [t]hat guy that was with the police officer, 
that’s who was circling. Again, think about the context with 
the guns, the uniforms. Powerful, powerful context clues.”). 

After closing arguments, the trial court read the jury a 
lengthy instruction on identification testimony and the fac­
tors the jury should consider when evaluating it. Id., at 
399a–401a. The court also instructed the jury that the de­
fendant’s guilt must be proved beyond a reasonable doubt, 
id., at 390a, 392a, 395a–396a, and specifically cautioned that 
“one of the things the State must prove [beyond a reasonable 
doubt] is the identification of the defendant as the person 
who committed the offense,” id., at 398a–399a. 

Given the safeguards generally applicable in criminal 
trials, protections availed of by the defense in Perry’s case, 
we hold that the introduction of Blandon’s eyewitness testi­
mony, without a preliminary judicial assessment of its relia­
bility, did not render Perry’s trial fundamentally unfair. 

* * * 

For the foregoing reasons, we agree with the New Hamp­
shire courts’ appraisal of our decisions. See supra, at 235– 
236. Finding no convincing reason to alter our precedent, 
we hold that the Due Process Clause does not require a pre­
liminary judicial inquiry into the reliability of an eyewitness 
identification when the identification was not procured under 
unnecessarily suggestive circumstances arranged by law en­
forcement. Accordingly, the judgment of the New Hamp­
shire Supreme Court is 

Affirmed. 
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Sotomayor, J., dissenting 

Justice Thomas, concurring. 

The Court correctly concludes that its precedents establish 
a due process right to the pretrial exclusion of an unreliable 
eyewitness identification only if the identification results 
from police suggestion. I therefore join its opinion. I 
write separately because I would not extend Stovall v. 
Denno, 388 U. S. 293 (1967), and its progeny even if the rea­
soning of those opinions applied to this case. The Stovall 
line of cases is premised on a “substantive due process” right 
to “fundamental fairness.” See, e. g., id., at 299 (concluding 
that whether a suggestive identification “resulted in such un­
fairness that it infringed [the defendant’s] right to due proc­
ess of law” is “open to all persons to allege and prove”); Man­
son v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98, 113 (1977) (“The standard, 
after all, is that of fairness as required by the Due Process 
Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment”). In my view, those 
cases are wrongly decided because the Fourteenth Amend­
ment’s Due Process Clause is not a “secret repository of sub­
stantive guarantees against ‘unfairness.’ ” BMW of North 
America, Inc. v. Gore, 517 U. S. 559, 598–599 (1996) (Scalia, 
J., joined by Thomas, J., dissenting); see also McDonald v. 
Chicago, 561 U. S. 742, 811 (2010) (Thomas, J., concurring in 
part and concurring in judgment) (“The notion that a consti­
tutional provision that guarantees only ‘process’ before a 
person is deprived of life, liberty, or property could define 
the substance of those rights strains credulity”). Accord­
ingly, I would limit the Court’s suggestive eyewitness identi­
fication cases to the precise circumstances that they involved. 

Justice Sotomayor, dissenting. 

This Court has long recognized that eyewitness identifica­
tions’ unique confluence of features—their unreliability, sus­
ceptibility to suggestion, powerful impact on the jury, and 
resistance to the ordinary tests of the adversarial process— 
can undermine the fairness of a trial. Our cases thus es­
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tablish a clear rule: The admission at trial of out-of-court 
eyewitness identifications derived from impermissibly sug­
gestive circumstances that pose a very substantial likelihood 
of misidentification violates due process. The Court today 
announces that that rule does not even “com[e] into play” un­
less the suggestive circumstances are improperly “police­
arranged.” Ante, at 232, 241. 

Our due process concern, however, arises not from the act 
of suggestion, but rather from the corrosive effects of sug­
gestion on the reliability of the resulting identification. By 
rendering protection contingent on improper police arrange­
ment of the suggestive circumstances, the Court effectively 
grafts a mens rea inquiry onto our rule. The Court’s hold­
ing enshrines a murky distinction—between suggestive con­
frontations intentionally orchestrated by the police and, as 
here, those inadvertently caused by police actions—that will 
sow confusion. It ignores our precedents’ acute sensitivity 
to the hazards of intentional and unintentional suggestion 
alike and unmoors our rule from the very interest it protects, 
inviting arbitrary results. And it recasts the driving force 
of our decisions as an interest in police deterrence, rather 
than reliability. Because I see no warrant for declining to 
assess the circumstances of this case under our ordinary ap­
proach, I respectfully dissent.1 

I 

The “driving force” behind United States v. Wade, 388 
U. S. 218 (1967), Gilbert v. California, 388 U. S. 263 (1967), 
and Stovall v. Denno, 388 U. S. 293 (1967), was “the Court’s 
concern with the problems of eyewitness identification”— 
specifically, “the concern that the jury not hear eyewitness 
testimony unless that evidence has aspects of reliability.” 
Manson v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98, 111–112 (1977). We 

1 Because the facts of this case involve police action, I do not reach the 
question whether due process is triggered in situations involving no police 
action whatsoever. 
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have pointed to the “ ‘formidable’ ” number of “miscarriage[s] 
of justice from mistaken identification” in the annals of crim­
inal law. Wade, 388 U. S., at 228. We have warned of 
the “vagaries” and “ ‘proverbially untrustworthy’ ” nature of 
eyewitness identifications. Ibid. And we have singled out 
a “major factor contributing” to that proverbial unreliability: 
“the suggestibility inherent in the context of the pretrial 
identification.” Id., at 228, 235. 

Our precedents make no distinction between intentional 
and unintentional suggestion. To the contrary, they explic­
itly state that “[s]uggestion can be created intentionally or 
unintentionally in many subtle ways.” Id., at 229. Rather 
than equate suggestive conduct with misconduct, we specifi­
cally have disavowed the assumption that suggestive influ­
ences may only be “the result of police procedures intention­
ally designed to prejudice an accused.” Id., at 235; see also 
id., at 236 (noting “grave potential for prejudice, intentional 
or not, in the pretrial lineup”); id., at 239 (describing lack of 
lineup regulations addressing “risks of abuse and uninten­
tional suggestion”). “Persons who conduct the identification 
procedure may suggest, intentionally or unintentionally, that 
they expect the witness to identify the accused.” Moore v. 
Illinois, 434 U. S. 220, 224 (1977). The implication is that 
even police acting with the best of intentions can inad­
vertently signal “ ‘that’s the man.’ ” Wade, 388 U. S., at 
236; see also Kirby v. Illinois, 406 U. S. 682, 690–691 
(1972) (“[I]t is always necessary to ‘scrutinize any pretrial 
confrontation . . . ’ ”).2 

2 Wade held that the dangers of pretrial identification procedures neces­
sitated a right to counsel; that same day, Stovall v. Denno, 388 U. S. 293 
(1967), held that a defendant ineligible for the Wade rule was still entitled 
to challenge the confrontation as a due process violation. Because the 
two were companion cases advancing interrelated rules to avoid unfairness 
at trial resulting from suggestive pretrial confrontations, Wade’s exposi­
tion of the dangers of suggestiveness informs both contexts. See Manson 
v. Brathwaite, 432 U. S. 98, 112 (1977) (“Wade and its companion cases 
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In Wade itself, we noted that the “potential for improper 
influence [in pretrial confrontations] is illustrated by the cir­
cumstances . . . [i]n the present case.” 388 U. S., at 233–234. 
We then highlighted not the lineup procedure, but rather 
a preprocedure encounter: The two witnesses who later iden­
tified Wade in the lineup had seen Wade outside while 
“await[ing] assembly of the lineup.” Id., at 234. Wade had 
been standing in the hallway, which happened to be “observ­
able to the witnesses through an open door.” Ibid. One 
witness saw Wade “within sight of an FBI agent”; the other 
saw him “in the custody of the agent.” Ibid. In underscor­
ing the hazards of these circumstances, we made no mention 
of whether the encounter had been arranged; indeed, the 
facts suggest that it was not. 

More generally, our precedents focus not on the act of 
suggestion, but on suggestion’s “corrupting effect” on relia­
bility. Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 114. Eyewitness evidence 
derived from suggestive circumstances, we have explained, 
is uniquely resistant to the ordinary tests of the adversary 
process. An eyewitness who has made an identification 
often becomes convinced of its accuracy. “Regardless of 
how the initial misidentification comes about, the witness 
thereafter is apt to retain in his memory the image of the 
photograph rather than of the person actually seen, reducing 
the trustworthiness of subsequent . . . courtroom identifica­
tion.” Simmons v. United States, 390 U. S. 377, 383–384 
(1968) (emphasis added); see also Wade, 388 U. S., at 229 (wit­
ness is “not likely” to recant). Suggestion bolsters that 
confidence. 

At trial, an eyewitness’ artificially inflated confidence in an 
identification’s accuracy complicates the jury’s task of as­
sessing witness credibility and reliability. It also impairs 
the defendant’s ability to attack the eyewitness’ credibility. 
Stovall, 388 U. S., at 298. That in turn jeopardizes the de­

reflect the concern that the jury not hear eyewitness testimony unless 
that evidence has aspects of reliability”). 
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fendant’s basic right to subject his accuser to meaningful 
cross-examination. See Wade, 388 U. S., at 235 (“[C]ross­
examination . . . cannot be viewed as an absolute assurance 
of accuracy and reliability . . . where so many variables and 
pitfalls exist”). The end result of suggestion, whether in­
tentional or unintentional, is to fortify testimony bearing di­
rectly on guilt that juries find extremely convincing and are 
hesitant to discredit. See id., at 224 (“[A]t pretrial proceed­
ings . . . the results might well settle the accused’s fate and 
reduce the trial itself to a mere formality”); Gilbert, 388 
U. S., at 273 (“[T]he witness’ testimony of his lineup identifi­
cation will enhance the impact of his in-court identification 
on the jury”). 

Consistent with our focus on reliability, we have declined 
to adopt a per se rule excluding all suggestive identifications. 
Instead, “reliability is the linchpin” in deciding admissibility. 
Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 114. We have explained that a sug­
gestive identification procedure “does not in itself intrude 
upon a constitutionally protected interest.” Id., at 113, 
n. 13; see also Neil v. Biggers, 409 U. S. 188, 198–199 (1972) 
(rejecting the proposition that “unnecessary suggestiveness 
alone requires the exclusion of evidence”). “Suggestive con­
frontations are disapproved because they increase the like­
lihood of misidentification”—and “[i]t is the likelihood of 
misidentification which violates a defendant’s right to due 
process.” Id., at 198; see also United States ex rel. Kirby v. 
Sturges, 510 F. 2d 397, 406 (CA7 1975) (Stevens, J.) (“The due 
process clause applies only to proceedings which result in a 
deprivation of life, liberty or property. . . . [I]f a constitu­
tional violation results from a showup, it occurs in the court­
room, not in the police station”). In short, “ ‘what the Sto­
vall due process right protects is an evidentiary interest.’ ” 
Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 113, n. 14. 

To protect that evidentiary interest, we have applied a 
two-step inquiry: First, the defendant has the burden of 
showing that the eyewitness identification was derived 
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through “impermissibly suggestive” means.3 Simmons, 390 
U. S., at 384. Second, if the defendant meets that burden, 
courts consider whether the identification was reliable under 
the totality of the circumstances. That step entails consid­
ering the witness’ opportunity to view the perpetrator, de­
gree of attention, accuracy of description, level of certainty, 
and the time between the crime and pretrial confrontation, 
then weighing such factors against the “corrupting effect of 
the suggestive identification.” Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 108, 
114. Most identifications will be admissible. The standard 
of “fairness as required by the Due Process Clause,” id., at 
113, however, demands that a subset of the most unreliable 
identifications—those carrying a “ ‘very substantial likeli­
hood of . . . misidentification’ ”—will be excluded, Biggers, 
409 U. S., at 198. 

II 

A 

The majority today creates a novel and significant limita­
tion on our longstanding rule: Eyewitness identifications so 
impermissibly suggestive that they pose a very substantial 
likelihood of an unreliable identification will be deemed inad­
missible at trial only if the suggestive circumstances were 
“police-arranged.” Ante, at 232. Absent “improper police 

3 Our precedents refer to “impermissibly,” “unnecessarily,” and “unduly” 
suggestive circumstances interchangeably. See, e. g., id., at 105, n. 8, 107– 
108, 110, 112–113 (“impermissibly” and “unnecessarily”); Neil v. Biggers, 
409 U. S. 188, 196–199 (1972) (same); Coleman v. Alabama, 399 U. S. 1, 3– 
5 (1970) (plurality opinion) (“unduly” and “impermissibly”); Simmons v. 
United States, 390 U. S. 377, 383–384 (1968) (same). The Circuits have 
followed suit. E. g., Thigpen v. Cory, 804 F. 2d 893, 895 (CA6 1986) (“un­
duly”); Green v. Loggins, 614 F. 2d 219, 223 (CA9 1980) (“unnecessarily or 
impermissibly”). All reinforce our focus not on the act of suggestion, but 
on whether the suggestiveness rises to such a level that it undermines 
reliability. Police machinations can heighten the likelihood of misidentifi­
cation, but they are no prerequisite to finding a confrontation “so imper­
missibly suggestive as to give rise to a very substantial likelihood of . . . 
misidentification.” Simmons, 390 U. S., at 384. 
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arrangement,” “improper police conduct,” or “rigging,” the 
majority holds, our two-step inquiry does not even “com[e] 
into play.” Ante, at 233, 241–242. I cannot agree. 

The majority does not simply hold that an eyewitness iden­
tification must be the product of police action to trigger our 
ordinary two-step inquiry. Rather, the majority maintains 
that the suggestive circumstances giving rise to the identifi­
cation must be “police-arranged,” “police rigg[ed],” “police-
designed,” or “police-organized.” Ante, at 232, 242–243. 
Those terms connote a degree of intentional orchestration or 
manipulation. See Brief for Respondent 19 (no indication 
that police “deliberately tried to manipulate any evidence”); 
Brief for United States as Amicus Curiae 18 (“[N]o one de­
liberately arranged the circumstances to obtain an identifi­
cation”). The majority categorically exempts all eyewitness 
identifications derived from suggestive circumstances that 
were not police manipulated—however suggestive, and how­
ever unreliable—from our due process check. The majority 
thus appears to graft a mens rea requirement onto our exist­
ing rule.4 

As this case illustrates, police intent is now paramount. 
As the Court acknowledges, Perry alleges an “accidental 
showup.” Brief for Petitioner 34 (emphasis added); see 
ante, at 235. He was the only African-American at the scene 
of the crime standing next to a police officer. For the major­
ity, the fact that the police did not intend that showup, even 
if they inadvertently caused it in the course of a police proce­
dure, ends the inquiry. The police were questioning the 
eyewitness, Blandon, about the perpetrator’s identity, and 

4 The majority denies that it has imposed a mens rea requirement, see 
ante, at 232, n. 1, but by confining our due process concerns to police-
arranged identification procedures, that is just what it has done. The ma­
jority acknowledges that “whether or not [the police] intended the ar­
ranged procedure to be suggestive” is irrelevant under our precedents, 
ante, at 233, n. 1, but still places dispositive weight on whether or not the 
police intended the procedure itself. 
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were intentionally detaining Perry in the parking lot—but 
had not intended for Blandon to identify the perpetrator 
from her window. Presumably, in the majority’s view, had 
the police asked Blandon to move to the window to identify 
the perpetrator, that could have made all the difference. 
See Tr. of Oral Arg. 32, 37. 

I note, however, that the majority leaves what is required 
by its arrangement-focused inquiry less than clear. In 
parts, the opinion suggests that the police must arrange an 
identification “procedure,” regardless of whether they “in­
ten[d] the arranged procedure to be suggestive.” Ante, at 
232–233, n. 1; see also ante, at 237–238. Elsewhere, it indi­
cates that the police must arrange the “suggestive circum­
stances” that lead the witness to identify the accused. See 
ante, at 232, 240–241, 244, 248. Still elsewhere it refers to 
“improper” police conduct, ante, at 232–233, 239–243, connot­
ing bad faith. Does police “arrangement” relate to the pro­
cedure, the suggestiveness, or both? If it relates to the pro­
cedure, do suggestive preprocedure encounters no longer 
raise the same concerns? If the police need not “inten[d] 
the arranged procedure to be suggestive,” ante, at 233, n. 1, 
what makes the police action “improper”? And does that 
mean that good-faith, unintentional police suggestiveness in 
a police-arranged lineup can be “impermissibly suggestive”? 
If no, the majority runs headlong into Wade. If yes, on what 
basis—if not deterrence—does it distinguish unintentional 
police suggestiveness in an accidental confrontation? 

The arrangement-focused inquiry will sow needless confu­
sion. If the police had called Perry and Blandon to the 
police station for interviews, and Blandon saw Perry being 
questioned, would that be sufficiently “improper police ar­
rangement”? If Perry had voluntarily come to the police 
station, would that change the result? Today’s opinion ren­
ders the applicability of our ordinary inquiry contingent on 
a murky line-drawing exercise. Whereas our two-step in­
quiry focuses on overall reliability—and could account for 
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the spontaneity of the witness’ identification and degree of 
police manipulation under the totality of the circumstances— 
today’s opinion forecloses that assessment by establishing a 
new and inflexible step zero. 

B 

The majority regards its limitation on our two-step rule 
as compelled by precedent. Its chief rationale, ante, at 237– 
243, is that none of our prior cases involved situations where 
the police “did not arrange the suggestive circumstances.” 
Ante, at 240; see also ante, at 232, n. 1. That is not necessar­
ily true, given the seemingly unintentional encounter high­
lighted in Wade. But even if it were true, it is unsurprising. 
The vast majority of eyewitness identifications that the State 
uses in criminal prosecutions are obtained in lineup, showup, 
and photograph displays arranged by the police. Our prece­
dents reflect that practical reality. 

It is also beside the point. Our due process concerns were 
not predicated on the source of suggestiveness. Rather, 
“[i]t is the likelihood of misidentification which violates a de­
fendant’s right to due process,” Biggers, 409 U. S., at 198, 
and we are concerned with suggestion insofar as it has “cor­
rupting effect[s]” on the identification’s reliability, Brath­
waite, 432 U. S., at 114. Accordingly, whether the police 
have created the suggestive circumstances intentionally or 
inadvertently, the resulting identification raises the same 
due process concerns. It is no more or less likely to mis­
identify the perpetrator. It is no more or less powerful to 
the jury. And the defendant is no more or less equipped 
to challenge the identification through cross-examination or 
prejudiced at trial. The arrangement-focused inquiry thus 
untethers our doctrine from the very “ ‘evidentiary inter­
est’ ” it was designed to protect, inviting arbitrary results. 
Id., at 113, n. 14. 

Indeed, it is the majority’s approach that lies in tension 
with our precedents. Whereas we previously disclaimed the 
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crabbed view of suggestiveness as “the result of police proce­
dures intentionally designed to prejudice an accused,” Wade, 
388 U. S., at 235, the majority’s focus on police rigging and 
improper conduct will revive it. Whereas our precedents 
were sensitive to intentional and unintentional suggestive­
ness alike, see supra, at 251–252, today’s decision narrows 
our concern to intentionally orchestrated suggestive confron­
tations. We once described the “primary evil to be avoided” 
as the likelihood of misidentification. Biggers, 409 U. S., at 
198. Today’s decision, however, means that even if that pri­
mary evil is at its apex, we need not avoid it at all so long 
as the suggestive circumstances do not stem from improper 
police arrangement. 

C 

The majority gives several additional reasons for why 
applying our due process rule beyond improperly police-
arranged circumstances is unwarranted. In my view, none 
withstands close inspection. 

First, the majority insists that our precedents “aim to 
deter police from rigging identification procedures,” so our 
rule should be limited to applications that advance that “pri­
mary aim” and “key premise.” Ante, at 233, 241 (citing 
Brathwaite, 432 U. S., at 112). That mischaracterizes our 
cases. We discussed deterrence in Brathwaite because 
Brathwaite challenged our two-step inquiry as lacking deter­
rence value. Brathwaite argued that deterrence demanded a 
per se rule excluding all suggestive identifications. He said 
that our rule, which probes the reliability of suggestive identi­
fications under the totality of the circumstances, “cannot be 
expected to have a significant deterrent impact.” Id., at 111. 

We rebutted Brathwaite’s criticism in language the major­
ity now wrenches from context: Upon summarizing Brath­
waite’s argument, we acknowledged “several interests to be 
considered.” Ibid. We then compared the two rules under 
each interest: First, we noted the “driving force” behind 
Wade and its companion cases—“the concern that the jury 
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not hear eyewitness testimony unless that evidence has as­
pects of reliability”—and found both approaches “responsive 
to this concern,” but the per se rule to go “too far” in sup­
pressing reliable evidence. 432 U. S., at 111–112. We noted 
a “second factor”—deterrence—conceding that the per se 
rule had “more significant deterrent effect,” but noting that 
our rule “also has an influence on police behavior.” Id., at 
112. Finally, we noted a “third factor”—“the effect on the 
administration of justice”—describing the per se rule as hav­
ing serious drawbacks on this front. Ibid. That was no list 
of “primary aim[s].” Nor was it a ringing endorsement of 
the primacy of deterrence. We simply underscored, in re­
sponding to Brathwaite, that our rule was not without deter­
rence benefits. To the contrary, we clarified that deterrence 
was a subsidiary concern to reliability, the “driving force” of 
our doctrine. It is a stretch to claim that our rule cannot 
apply wherever “[t]his deterrence rationale is inapposite.” 
Ante, at 242. 

Second, the majority states that Coleman v. Alabama, 399 
U. S. 1 (1970), held that “[n]o due process violation occurred 
. . . because nothing ‘the police said or did prompted’ ” the 
identification and shows that our rule is linked “only to 
improper police arrangement.” Ante, at 242. That mis­
reads the decision. In Coleman, the petitioners challenged 
a witness’ in-court identification of them at trial on grounds 
that it had been tainted by a suggestive pretrial lineup. We 
held that no due process violation occurred because the in-
court identification appeared to be “entirely based upon ob­
servations at the time of the assault and not at all induced 
by the conduct of the lineup,” and thus could not be said 
to stem from an identification procedure “ ‘so impermissibly 
suggestive as to give rise to a very substantial likelihood of 
irreparable misidentification.’ ” 399 U. S., at 5–6 (plurality 
opinion). We then dismissed each of the asserted suggestive 
influences as having had no bearing on the identification at 
all: The petitioners claimed that the police intimated to the 
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witness that his attackers were in the lineup; we found the 
record “devoid of evidence that anything the police said or 
did” induced the identification. Id., at 6. The petitioners 
claimed that they alone were made to say certain words; we 
found that the witness identified petitioners before either 
said anything. One petitioner claimed he was singled out to 
wear a hat; we found that the witness’ identification “d[id] 
not appear . . . based on the fact that he remembered that 
[the attacker] had worn a hat.” Ibid. Thus, far from indi­
cating that improper police conduct is a prerequisite, Cole­
man merely held that there had been no influence on the 
witness. In fact, in concluding that the lineup was not “ ‘so 
impermissibly suggestive as to give rise to a very substantial 
likelihood of irreparable misidentification,’ ” Coleman indi­
cates that the two-step inquiry is not truncated at the 
threshold by the absence of police misconduct. 

Third, the majority emphasizes that we should rely on the 
jury to determine the reliability of evidence. See ante, at 
245–247. But our cases are rooted in the assumption that 
eyewitness identifications upend the ordinary expectation 
that it is “the province of the jury to weigh the credibility of 
competing witnesses.” Kansas v. Ventris, 556 U. S. 586, 
594, n. (2009). As noted, jurors find eyewitness evidence un­
usually powerful and their ability to assess credibility is hin­
dered by a witness’ false confidence in the accuracy of his or 
her identification. That disability in no way depends on the 
intent behind the suggestive circumstances. 

The majority’s appeals to protecting the jury’s domain, 
moreover, appeared in dissent after dissent from our deci­
sions. See Foster v. California, 394 U. S. 440, 447 (1969) 
(Black, J., dissenting) (“[T]he jury is the sole tribunal to 
weigh and determine facts” and “must . . . be allowed to hear 
eyewitnesses and decide for itself whether it can recognize 
the truth”); Simmons, 390 U. S., at 395 (Black, J., concurring 
in part and dissenting in part) (“The weight of the evidence 
. . . is not a question for the Court but for the jury”). So 
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too does the majority’s assurance that other constitutional 
protections like the Sixth Amendment rights to compulsory 
process and confrontation can suffice to expose unreliable 
identifications. Compare ante, at 237, with Foster, 394 U. S., 
at 448–449 (Black, J., dissenting) (“The Constitution sets up 
its own standards of unfairness in criminal trials,” including 
the Sixth Amendment “right to compulsory process” and 
“right to confront . . . witnesses”). So too does the majori­
ty’s appeal to leave reliability to the rules of evidence. 
Compare ante, at 247, with Foster, 394 U. S., at 448 (Black, 
J., dissenting) (“ ‘Rules of evidence are designed in the inter­
ests of fair trials’ ”), and Stovall, 388 U. S., at 306 (Black, J., 
dissenting) (“[T]he result . . . is to put into a constitutional 
mould a rule of evidence”). Those arguments did not prevail 
then; they should not prevail here. 

Fourth, the majority suggests that applying our rule be­
yond police-arranged suggestive circumstances would entail 
a heavy practical burden, requiring courts to engage in “pre­
liminary judicial inquiry” into “most, if not all, eyewitness 
identifications.” Ante, at 243, 248. But that is inaccurate. 
The burden of showing “impermissibly suggestive” circum­
stances is the defendant’s, so the objection falls to the 
defendant to raise. And as is implicit in the majority’s 
reassurance that Perry may resort to the rules of evidence 
in lieu of our due process precedents, trial courts will be 
entertaining defendants’ objections, pretrial or at trial, to 
unreliable eyewitness evidence in any event. The relevant 
question, then, is what the standard of admissibility govern­
ing such objections should be. I see no reason to water 
down the standard for an equally suggestive and unreliable 
identification simply because the suggestive confrontation 
was unplanned. 

It bears reminding, moreover, that we set a high bar for 
suppression. The vast majority of eyewitnesses proceed to 
testify before a jury. To date, Foster is the only case in 
which we have found a due process violation. 394 U. S., at 
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443. There has been no flood of claims in the four Federal 
Circuits that, having seen no basis for an arrangement-based 
distinction in our precedents, have long indicated that 
due process scrutiny applies to all suggestive identification 
procedures. See Dunnigan v. Keane, 137 F. 3d 117, 128 
(CA2 1998); United States v. Bouthot, 878 F. 2d 1506, 1516 
(CA1 1989); Thigpen v. Cory, 804 F. 2d 893, 895 (CA6 
1986); see also Green v. Loggins, 614 F. 2d 219, 223 (CA9 
1980). Today’s decision nonetheless precludes even the pos­
sibility that an unintended confrontation will meet that bar, 
mandating summary dismissal of every such claim at the 
threshold. 

Finally, the majority questions how to “rationally distin­
guish suggestiveness from other factors bearing on the relia­
bility of eyewitness evidence,” such as “poor vision” or a 
prior “grudge,” ante, at 244, and more broadly, how to distin­
guish eyewitness evidence from other kinds of arguably 
unreliable evidence, ante, at 244–245. Our precedents, how­
ever, did just that. We emphasized the “ ‘formidable num­
ber of instances in the records of English and American 
trials’ ” of “miscarriage[s] of justice from mistaken identifica­
tion.” Wade, 388 U. S., at 228. We then observed that 
“ ‘[t]he influence of improper suggestion upon identifying wit­
nesses probably accounts for more miscarriages of justice 
than any other single factor.’ ” Id., at 229. Moreover, the 
majority points to no other type of evidence that shares 
the rare confluence of characteristics that makes eyewitness 
evidence a unique threat to the fairness of trial. Jailhouse 
informants, cf. ante, at 245, unreliable as they may be, are not 
similarly resistant to the traditional tools of the adversarial 
process and, if anything, are met with particular skepticism 
by juries. 

It would be one thing if the passage of time had cast doubt 
on the empirical premises of our precedents. But just the 
opposite has happened. A vast body of scientific literature 
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has reinforced every concern our precedents articulated 
nearly a half century ago, though it merits barely a paren­
thetical mention in the majority opinion. Ante, at 244–245. 
Over the past three decades, more than 2,000 studies related 
to eyewitness identification have been published. One State 
Supreme Court recently appointed a Special Master to con­
duct an exhaustive survey of the current state of the scien­
tific evidence and concluded that “[t]he research . . . is not 
only extensive,” but “it represents the ‘gold standard in 
terms of the applicability of social science research to the 
law.’ ” State v. Henderson, 208 N. J. 208, 283, 27 A. 3d 872, 
916 (2011). “Experimental methods and findings have been 
tested and retested, subjected to scientific scrutiny through 
peer-reviewed journals, evaluated through the lens of meta-
analyses, and replicated at times in real-world settings.” 
Ibid.; see also Schmechel, O’Toole, Easterly, & Loftus, Be­
yond the Ken? Testing Jurors’ Understanding of Eyewitness 
Reliability Evidence, 46 Jurimetrics 177, 180 (2006) (noting 
“nearly unanimous consensus among researchers about the 
[eyewitness reliability] field’s core findings”). 

The empirical evidence demonstrates that eyewitness mis­
identification is “ ‘the single greatest cause of wrongful con­
victions in this country.’ ” 5 Researchers have found that a 
staggering 76% of the first 250 convictions overturned due 
to DNA evidence since 1989 involved eyewitness misidenti­

5 State v. Henderson, 208 N. J. 208, 231, 27 A. 3d 872, 885 (2011); see also, 
e. g., Benn v. United States, 978 A. 2d 1257, 1266 (D. C. 2009); State v. 
Dubose, 2005 WI 126, ¶¶29–32, 285 Wis. 2d 143, 162–164, 699 N. W. 2d 582, 
592; Dept. of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, E. Connors, T. Lundregan, 
N. Miller, & T. McEwen, Convicted by Juries, Exonerated by Science: Case 
Studies in the Use of DNA Evidence To Establish Innocence After Trial 
24 (1996); B. Cutler & S. Penrod, Mistaken Identification: The Eyewitness, 
Psychology, and the Law 8 (1995); Wells & Bradfield, “Good, You Identified 
the Suspect”: Feedback to Eyewitnesses Distorts Their Reports of the 
Witnessing Experience, 83 J. Applied Psychology 360 (1998). 
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fication. 6 Study after study demonstrates that eyewitness 
recollections are highly susceptible to distortion by post-
event information or social cues;7 that jurors routinely over­
estimate the accuracy of eyewitness identifications; 8 that ju­
rors place the greatest weight on eyewitness confidence in 
assessing identifications 9 even though confidence is a poor 
gauge of accuracy; 10 and that suggestiveness can stem from 
sources beyond police-orchestrated procedures.11 The ma­
jority today nevertheless adopts an artificially narrow con­

6 B. Garrett, Convicting the Innocent: Where Criminal Prosecutions 
Go Wrong 9, 48, 279 (2011); see also, e. g., Innocence Project, Facts 
on Post-Conviction DNA Exonerations (75% of postconviction DNA 
exoneration cases in the U. S. involved eyewitness misidentification), 
http://www.innocenceproject.org/Content/Facts_on_PostConviction_DNA_ 
Exonerations.php (as visited Jan. 11, 2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s 
case file); Dept. of Justice, National Institute of Justice, Eyewitness Evi­
dence: A Guide for Law Enforcement, p. iii (1999) (85% of 28 felony convic­
tions overturned on DNA evidence involved eyewitness misidentification). 

7 See, e. g., Gabbert, Memon, Allan, & Wright, Say It to My Face: Exam­
ining the Effects of Socially Encountered Misinformation, 9 Legal & Crim­
inological Psychology 215 (2004); Douglass & Steblay, Memory Distortion 
in Eyewitnesses: A Meta-Analysis of the Post-Identification Feedback 
Effect, 20 Applied Cognitive Psychology 859, 864–865 (2006). 

8 See Brigham & Bothwell, The Ability of Prospective Jurors To Esti­
mate the Accuracy of Eyewitness Identifications, 7 Law & Human Behav­
ior 19, 22–24, 28 (1983) (nearly 84% of study respondents overestimated 
accuracy rates of identifications); see also, e. g., Sigler & Couch, Eyewit­
ness Testimony and the Jury Verdict, 4 N. Am. J. Psychology 143, 146 
(2002). 

9 See Cutler & Penrod, Mistaken Identification, at 181–209; Lindsay, 
Wells, & Rumpel, Can People Detect Eyewitness-Identification Accuracy 
Within and Across Situations? 66 J. Applied Psychology 79, 83 (1981). 

10 See Brewer, Keast, & Rishworth, The Confidence-Accuracy Relation­
ship in Eyewitness Identification, 8 J. Experimental Psychology: Applied 
44, 44–45 (2002) (“average confidence-accuracy correlations generally esti­
mated between little more than 0 and .29”); see also, e. g., Sporer, Penrod, 
Read, & Cutler, Choosing, Confidence, and Accuracy: A Meta-Analysis of 
the Confidence-Accuracy Relation in Eyewitness Identification Studies, 
118 Psychological Bull. 315 (1995). 

11 See Brief for Wilton Dedge et al. as Amici Curiae 8, n. 13. 
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ception of the dangers of suggestive identifications at a time 
when our concerns should have deepened. 

III 

There are many reasons why Perry’s particular situation 
might not violate due process. The trial court found that 
the circumstances surrounding Blandon’s identification did 
not rise to an impermissibly suggestive level. It is not at 
all clear, moreover, that there was a very substantial likeli­
hood of misidentification, given Blandon’s lack of equivoca­
tion on the scene, the short time between crime and confron­
tation, and the “fairly well lit” parking lot. App. 56. The 
New Hampshire Supreme Court, however, never made find­
ings on either point and, under the majority’s decision today, 
never will. 

* * * 

The Court’s opinion today renders the defendant’s due 
process protection contingent on whether the suggestive cir­
cumstances giving rise to the eyewitness identification stem 
from improper police arrangement. That view lies in ten­
sion with our precedents’ more holistic conception of the dan­
gers of suggestion and is untethered from the evidentiary 
interest the due process right protects. In my view, the 
ordinary two-step inquiry should apply, whether the police 
created the suggestive circumstances intentionally or inad­
vertently. Because the New Hampshire Supreme Court 
truncated its inquiry at the threshold, I would vacate the 
judgment and remand for a proper analysis. I respectfully 
dissent. 
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MAPLES v. THOMAS, COMMISSIONER, ALABAMA
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the eleventh circuit 

No. 10–63. Argued October 4, 2011—January 18, 2012 

Petitioner Cory R. Maples was found guilty of murder and sentenced to 
death in Alabama state court. In 2001, Maples sought postconviction 
relief in state court under Alabama Rule of Criminal Procedure 32. 
Maples alleged, among other things, that his underpaid and inexperi­
enced trial attorneys failed to afford him the effective assistance guar­
anteed by the Sixth Amendment. His petition was written by two pro 
bono attorneys, Jaasi Munanka and Clara Ingen-Housz, both associated 
with the New York offices of the Sullivan & Cromwell law firm. As 
required by Alabama law, the two attorneys engaged an Alabama law­
yer, John Butler, to move their admission pro hac vice. Butler made 
clear, however, that he would undertake no substantive involvement in 
the case. 

In 2002, while Maples’ state postconviction petition was pending, Mu­
nanka and Ingen-Housz left Sullivan & Cromwell. Their new employ­
ment disabled them from representing Maples. They did not inform 
Maples of their departure and consequent inability to serve as his coun­
sel. In disregard of Alabama law, neither sought the trial court’s leave 
to withdraw. No other Sullivan & Cromwell attorney entered an ap­
pearance, moved to substitute counsel, or otherwise notified the court 
of a change in Maples’ representation. Thus, Munanka, Ingen-Housz, 
and Butler remained Maples’ listed, and only, attorneys of record. 

The trial court denied Maples’ petition in May 2003. Notices of the 
order were posted to Munanka and Ingen-Housz at Sullivan & Crom­
well’s address. When those postings were returned, unopened, the trial 
court clerk attempted no further mailing. Butler also received a copy 
of the order, but did not act on it. With no attorney of record in fact 
acting on Maples’ behalf, the 42-day period Maples had to file a notice 
of appeal ran out. 

About a month later, an Alabama Assistant Attorney General sent a 
letter directly to Maples. The letter informed Maples of the missed 
deadline and notified him that he had four weeks remaining to file a 
federal habeas petition. Maples immediately contacted his mother, who 
called Sullivan & Cromwell. Three Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys, 
through Butler, moved the trial court to reissue its order, thereby re­
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starting the 42-day appeal period. The court denied the motion. The 
Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals then denied a writ of mandamus 
that would have granted Maples leave to file an out-of-time appeal, and 
the State Supreme Court affirmed. 

Thereafter, Maples sought federal habeas relief. Both the District 
Court and the Eleventh Circuit denied his request, pointing to the pro­
cedural default in state court, i. e., Maples’ failure timely to appeal the 
state trial court’s order denying his Rule 32 petition for postconviction 
relief. 

Held: Maples has shown the requisite “cause” to excuse his procedural 
default. Pp. 280–290. 

(a) As a rule, a federal court may not entertain a state prisoner’s 
habeas claims “when (1) ‘a state court [has] declined to address [those] 
claims because the prisoner had failed to meet a state procedural re­
quirement,’ and (2) ‘the state judgment rests on independent and ade­
quate state procedural grounds.’ ” Walker v. Martin, 562 U. S. 307, 316. 
The bar to federal review may be lifted, however, if “the prisoner can 
demonstrate cause for the [procedural] default [in state court] and actual 
prejudice as a result of the alleged violation of federal law.” Coleman 
v. Thompson, 501 U. S. 722, 750. 

Cause for a procedural default exists where “something external to 
the petitioner, something that cannot fairly be attributed to him[,] . . . 
‘impeded [his] efforts to comply with the State’s procedural rule.’ ” Id., 
at 753. A prisoner’s postconviction attorney’s negligence does not qual­
ify as “cause,” ibid., because the attorney is the prisoner’s agent, and 
under “well-settled” agency law, the principal bears the risk of his 
agent’s negligent conduct, id., at 753–754. Thus, a petitioner is bound 
by his attorney’s failure to meet a filing deadline and cannot rely on that 
failure to establish cause. Ibid. 

A markedly different situation arises, however, when an attorney 
abandons his client without notice, and thereby occasions the default. 
In such cases, the principal-agent relationship is severed and the attor­
ney’s acts or omissions “cannot fairly be attributed to [the client].” Id., 
at 753. Nor can the client be faulted for failing to act on his own behalf 
when he lacks reason to believe his attorneys of record, in fact, are not 
representing him. 

Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 631, is instructive. There, the Court 
found that the one-year deadline for filing a federal habeas petition can 
be tolled for equitable reasons, and that an attorney’s unprofessional 
conduct may sometimes be an “extraordinary circumstance” justifying 
equitable tolling. Id., at 649, 651. The Court recognized that an attor­
ney’s negligence does not provide a basis for tolling a statutory time 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



268 MAPLES v. THOMAS 

Syllabus 

limit. Id., at 651–652. Holland’s claim that he was abandoned by his 
attorney, however, if true, “would suffice to establish extraordinary cir­
cumstances beyond his control,” id., at 659 (opinion of Alito, J.). 
Pp. 280–283. 

(b) From the time of his initial Rule 32 petition until well after time 
ran out for appealing the trial court’s denial of that petition, Maples’ 
sole attorneys of record were Munanka, Ingen-Housz, and Butler. Un­
known to Maples, none of those lawyers was in fact serving as his attor­
ney during the 42-day appeal period. Pp. 283–289. 

(1) The State contends that Sullivan & Cromwell represented 
Maples throughout his state postconviction proceedings, and that, as a 
result, Maples cannot establish abandonment by counsel during the 42­
day period. But it is undisputed that Munanka and Ingen-Housz sev­
ered their agency relationship with Maples long before the default oc­
curred. Furthermore, because the attorneys did not seek the trial 
court’s permission to withdraw, they allowed court records to convey 
that they remained the attorneys of record. As such, the attorneys, 
not Maples, would be the addressees of court orders Alabama law re­
quires the clerk to furnish. 

The State asserts that, after Munanka’s and Ingen-Housz’s departure, 
other Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys came forward to serve as Maples’ 
counsel. At the time of the default, however, those attorneys had not 
been admitted to practice in Alabama, had not entered their appear­
ances on Maples’ behalf, and had done nothing to inform the Alabama 
court that they wished to substitute for Munanka and Ingen-Housz. 
Thus, they lacked the legal authority to act on Maples’ behalf before his 
time to appeal expired. Pp. 283–287. 

(2) Maples’ only other attorney of record, local counsel Butler, did 
not even begin to represent Maples. Butler told Munanka and Ingen-
Housz that he would serve as local counsel only for the purpose of en­
abling them to appear pro hac vice and would play no substantive role 
in the case. Other factors confirm that Butler was not Maples’ “agent 
in any meaningful sense of that word.” Holland, 560 U. S., at 659 (opin­
ion of Alito, J.). Upon receiving a copy of the trial court’s order, But­
ler did not contact Sullivan & Cromwell to ensure that firm lawyers 
were taking appropriate action. Nor did the State treat Butler as Ma­
ples’ actual representative. Notably, the Alabama Assistant Attorney 
General wrote directly and only to Maples, notwithstanding an ethical 
obligation to refrain from communicating directly with an opposing 
party known to be represented by counsel. Pp. 287–288. 

(3) Not only was Maples left without any functioning attorney of 
record; the very listing of Munanka, Ingen-Housz, and Butler as his rep­
resentatives meant that he had no right personally to receive notice. 
He in fact received none within the 42 days allowed for commencing an 
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appeal. Given no reason to suspect that he lacked counsel able and 
willing to represent him, Maples surely was blocked from complying 
with the State’s procedural rule. Pp. 288–289. 

(c) “The cause and prejudice requirement shows due regard for 
States’ finality and comity interests while ensuring that ‘fundamental 
fairness [remains] the central concern of the writ of habeas corpus.’ ” 
Dretke v. Haley, 541 U. S. 386, 393. In the unusual circumstances of 
this case, agency law principles and fundamental fairness point to the 
same conclusion: There was indeed cause to excuse Maples’ procedural 
default. Through no fault of his own, he lacked the assistance of any 
authorized attorney during the 42-day appeal period. And he had no 
reason to suspect that, in reality, he had been reduced to pro se status. 
P. 289. 

(d) The question of prejudice, which neither the District Court nor 
the Eleventh Circuit reached, remains open for decision on remand. 
P. 290. 

586 F. 3d 879, reversed and remanded. 

Ginsburg, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, 
C. J., and Kennedy, Breyer, Alito, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., joined. 
Alito, J., filed a concurring opinion, post, p. 290. Scalia, J., filed a dis­
senting opinion, in which Thomas, J., joined, post, p. 292. 

Gregory G. Garre argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were J. Scott Ballenger and Derek D. 
Smith. 

John C. Neiman, Jr., Solicitor General of Alabama, argued 
the cause for respondent. With him on the brief were 
Luther Strange, Attorney General, William G. Parker, Jr., 
Assistant Attorney General, and Nicholas Q. Rosenkranz, 
Deputy Attorney General.* 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for The Constitution 
Project et al. by Jonathan S. Franklin, Mark Emery, Virginia E. Sloan, 
Timothy Lynch, and Ilya Shapiro; for Former Alabama Appellate Court 
Justices et al. by Lisa W. Borden; for the NAACP Legal Defense & Educa­
tional Fund, Inc., by John Payton, Debo P. Adegbile, Christina Swarns, 
Joshua Civin, and Samuel Spital; for the National Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers et al. by Lisa S. Blatt, Anthony J. Franze, Steven R. 
Shapiro, and Jonathan Hacker; and for Deborah A. DeMott by Walter 
Dellinger, Anton Metlitsky, and Ms. DeMott, pro se. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the State of 
Texas et al. by Greg Abbott, Attorney General of Texas, Daniel T. Hodge, 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



270 MAPLES v. THOMAS 

Opinion of the Court 

Justice Ginsburg delivered the opinion of the Court. 
Cory R. Maples is an Alabama capital prisoner sentenced 

to death in 1997 for the murder of two individuals. At trial, 
he was represented by two appointed lawyers, minimally 
paid and with scant experience in capital cases. Maples 
sought postconviction relief in state court, alleging ineffec­
tive assistance of counsel and several other trial infirmities. 
His petition, filed in August 2001, was written by two New 
York attorneys serving pro bono, both associated with the 
same New York-based large law firm. An Alabama attor­
ney, designated as local counsel, moved the admission of the 
out-of-state counsel pro hac vice. As understood by New 
York counsel, local counsel would facilitate their appearance, 
but would undertake no substantive involvement in the case. 

In the summer of 2002, while Maples’ postconviction peti­
tion remained pending in the Alabama trial court, his New 
York attorneys left the law firm; their new employment dis­
abled them from continuing to represent Maples. They did 
not inform Maples of their departure and consequent inabil­
ity to serve as his counsel. Nor did they seek the Alabama 
trial court’s leave to withdraw. Neither they nor anyone 

First Assistant Attorney General, Don Clemmer, Deputy Attorney Gen­
eral, Jonathan F. Mitchell, Solicitor General, and Adam W. Aston, Assist­
ant Solicitor General, and by the Attorneys General for their respective 
States as follows: Tom Horne of Arizona, Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, 
Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, Samuel S. Olens of Georgia, Lawrence G. 
Wasden of Idaho, James D. “Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, Jim Hood of 
Mississippi, Jon Bruning of Nebraska, Gary K. King of New Mexico, E. 
Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, Linda L. Kelly of Pennsylvania, Alan Wilson 
of South Carolina, Marty J. Jackley of South Dakota, Robert E. Cooper, 
Jr., of Tennessee, Mark L. Shurtleff of Utah, Kenneth T. Cuccinelli II of 
Virginia, Robert M. McKenna of Washington, J. B. Van Hollen of Wiscon­
sin, and Gregory A. Phillips of Wyoming; and for the Criminal Justice 
Legal Foundation by Kent S. Scheidegger. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed for the Alabama Criminal Defense 
Lawyers Association by Wayne Morse, Jr., and Susan J. Walker; and for 
Legal Ethics Professors et al. by Lawrence J. Fox and Susan D. Reece 
Martyn, both pro se. 
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else moved for the substitution of counsel able to handle Ma­
ples’ case. 

In May 2003, the Alabama trial court denied Maples’ peti­
tion. Notices of the court’s order were posted to the New 
York attorneys at the address of the law firm with which 
they had been associated. Those postings were returned, 
unopened, to the trial court clerk, who attempted no further 
mailing. With no attorney of record in fact acting on Ma­
ples’ behalf, the time to appeal ran out. 

Thereafter, Maples petitioned for a writ of habeas corpus 
in federal court. The District Court and, in turn, the Elev­
enth Circuit, rejected his petition, pointing to the procedural 
default in state court, i. e., Maples’ failure timely to appeal 
the Alabama trial court’s order denying him postconviction 
relief. Maples, it is uncontested, was blameless for the 
default. 

The sole question this Court has taken up for review is 
whether, on the extraordinary facts of Maples’ case, there is 
“cause” to excuse the default. Maples maintains that there 
is, for the lawyers he believed to be vigilantly representing 
him had abandoned the case without leave of court, without 
informing Maples they could no longer represent him, and 
without securing any recorded substitution of counsel. We 
agree. Abandoned by counsel, Maples was left unrepre­
sented at a critical time for his state postconviction petition, 
and he lacked a clue of any need to protect himself pro se. 
In these circumstances, no just system would lay the default 
at Maples’ death-cell door. Satisfied that the requisite cause 
has been shown, we reverse the Eleventh Circuit’s judgment. 

I 

A 

Alabama sets low eligibility requirements for lawyers ap­
pointed to represent indigent capital defendants at trial. 
American Bar Association, Evaluating Fairness and Accu­
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racy in State Death Penalty Systems: The Alabama Death 
Penalty Assessment Report 117–120 (June 2006) (hereinafter 
ABA Report); Brief for Former Alabama Appellate Court 
Justices et al. as Amici Curiae 7–8 (hereinafter Former Jus­
tices Brief). Appointed counsel need only be a member of 
the Alabama Bar and have “five years’ prior experience in 
the active practice of criminal law.” Ala. Code § 13A–5–54 
(2006). Experience with capital cases is not required. For­
mer Justices Brief 7–8. Nor does the State provide, or 
require appointed counsel to gain, any capital-case-specific 
professional education or training. ABA Report 129–131; 
Former Justices Brief 14–16. 

Appointed counsel in death penalty cases are also under-
compensated. ABA Report 124–129; Former Justices Brief 
12–14. Until 1999, the State paid appointed capital defense 
attorneys just “$40.00 per hour for time expended in court 
and $20.00 per hour for time reasonably expended out of 
court in the preparation of [the defendant’s] case.” Ala. 
Code § 15–12–21(d) (1995). Although death penalty litiga­
tion is plainly time intensive,1 the State capped at $1,000 fees 
recoverable by capital defense attorneys for out-of-court 
work. Ibid.2 Even today, court-appointed attorneys re­
ceive only $70 per hour. § 15–12–21(d) (2011). 

Nearly alone among the States, Alabama does not guar­
antee representation to indigent capital defendants in 
postconviction proceedings. ABA Report 111–112, 158–160; 

1 One study of federal capital trials from 1990 to 1997 found that de­
fense attorneys spent an average of 1,480 out-of-court hours preparing a 
defendant’s case. Subcommittee on Federal Death Penalty Cases, Com­
mittee on Defender Services, Judicial Conference of the United States, 
Federal Death Penalty Cases: Recommendations Concerning the Cost and 
Quality of Defense Representation 14 (May 1998). 

2 In 1999, the State removed the cap on fees for out-of-court work in 
capital cases. Ala. Code § 15–12–21(d) (2010 Cum. Supp.). Perhaps not 
coincidentally, 70% of the inmates on Alabama’s death row in 2006, includ­
ing Maples, had been convicted when the $1,000 cap was in effect. ABA 
Report 126. 
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Former Justices Brief 33. The State has elected, instead, 
“to rely on the efforts of typically well-funded [out-of-state] 
volunteers.” Brief in Opposition in Barbour v. Allen, O. T. 
2006, No. 06–10605, p. 23. Thus, as of 2006, 86% of the at­
torneys representing Alabama’s death row inmates in state 
collateral review proceedings “either worked for the Equal 
Justice Initiative (headed by NYU Law professor Bryan 
Stevenson), out-of-state public interest groups like the Inno­
cence Project, or an out-of-state mega-firm.” Brief in Oppo­
sition 16, n. 4. On occasion, some prisoners sentenced to 
death receive no postconviction representation at all. See 
ABA Report 112 (“[A]s of April 2006, approximately fifteen 
of Alabama’s death row inmates in the final rounds of state 
appeals had no lawyer to represent them.”). 

B 

This system was in place when, in 1997, Alabama charged 
Maples with two counts of capital murder; the victims, Stacy 
Alan Terry and Barry Dewayne Robinson II, were Maples’ 
friends who, on the night of the murders, had been out on 
the town with him. Maples pleaded not guilty, and his case 
proceeded to trial, where he was represented by two court-
appointed Alabama attorneys. Only one of them had earlier 
served in a capital case. See Tr. 3081. Neither counsel had 
previously tried the penalty phase of a capital case. Com­
pensation for each lawyer was capped at $1,000 for time 
spent out of court preparing Maples’ case, and at $40 
per hour for in-court services. See Ala. Code § 15–12–21 
(1995). 

Finding Maples guilty on both counts, the jury recom­
mended that he be sentenced to death. The vote was 10 to 
2, the minimum number Alabama requires for a death recom­
mendation. See Ala. Code § 13A–5–46(f) (1994) (“The deci­
sion of the jury to recommend a sentence of death must be 
based on a vote of at least 10 jurors.”). Accepting the jury’s 
recommendation, the trial court sentenced Maples to death. 
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On direct appeal, the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals 
and the Alabama Supreme Court affirmed the convictions 
and sentence. Ex parte Maples, 758 So. 2d 81 (Ala. 1999); 
Maples v. State, 758 So. 2d 1 (Ala. Crim. App. 1999). We 
denied certiorari. Maples v. Alabama, 531 U. S. 830 (2000). 

Two out-of-state volunteers represented Maples in post-
conviction proceedings: Jaasi Munanka and Clara Ingen-
Housz, both associates at the New York offices of the Sulli­
van & Cromwell law firm. At the time, Alabama required 
out-of-state attorneys to associate local counsel when seek­
ing admission to practice pro hac vice before an Alabama 
court, regardless of the nature of the proceeding. Rule Gov­
erning Admission to the Ala. State Bar VII (2000) (herein­
after Rule VII).3 The Alabama Rule further prescribed 
that the local attorney’s name “appear on all notices, orders, 
pleadings, and other documents filed in the cause,” and that 
local counsel “accept joint and several responsibility with the 
foreign attorney to the client, to opposing parties and coun­
sel, and to the court or administrative agency in all matters 
[relating to the case].” Rule VII(C). 

Munanka and Ingen-Housz associated Huntsville, Ala­
bama, attorney John Butler as local counsel. Notwithstand­
ing his obligations under Alabama law, Butler informed Mu­
nanka and Ingen-Housz, “at the outset,” that he would serve 
as local counsel only for the purpose of allowing the two New 
York attorneys to appear pro hac vice on behalf of Maples. 
App. to Pet. for Cert. 255a. Given his lack of “resources, 
available time [and] experience,” Butler told the Sullivan & 
Cromwell lawyers, he could not “deal with substantive issues 
in the case.” Ibid. The Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys ac­
cepted Butler’s conditions. Id., at 257a. This arrangement 
between out-of-state and local attorneys, it appears, was 

3 In 2006, Alabama revised Rule VII. See Rule Governing Admission 
to the Ala. State Bar VII (2009). Under the new rule, the State allows 
out-of-state counsel to represent pro bono indigent criminal defendants in 
postconviction proceedings without involvement of local counsel. Ibid. 
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hardly atypical. See Former Justices Brief 36 (“The fact is 
that local counsel for out-of-state attorneys in postconviction 
litigation most often do nothing other than provide the mech­
anism for foreign attorneys to be admitted.”). 

With the aid of his pro bono counsel, Maples filed a petition 
for postconviction relief under Alabama Rule of Criminal 
Procedure 32.4 Among other claims, Maples asserted that 
his court-appointed attorneys provided constitutionally in­
effective assistance during both guilt and penalty phases of 
his capital trial. App. 29–126. He alleged, in this regard, 
that his inexperienced and underfunded attorneys failed to 
develop and raise an obvious intoxication defense, did not 
object to several egregious instances of prosecutorial mis­
conduct, and woefully underprepared for the penalty phase 
of his trial. The State responded by moving for summary 
dismissal of Maples’ petition. On December 27, 2001, the 
trial court denied the State’s motion. 

Some seven months later, in the summer of 2002, both 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz left Sullivan & Cromwell. App. 
to Pet. for Cert. 258a. Munanka gained a clerkship with 
a federal judge; Ingen-Housz accepted a position with the 
European Commission in Belgium. Ibid. Neither attorney 
told Maples of their departure from Sullivan & Cromwell or 
of their resulting inability to continue to represent him. In 
disregard of Alabama law, see Ala. Rule Crim. Proc. 6.2, 
Comment, neither attorney sought the trial court’s leave to 
withdraw, App. to Pet. for Cert. 223a. Compounding Mu­
nanka’s and Ingen-Housz’s inaction, no other Sullivan & 
Cromwell lawyer entered an appearance on Maples’ behalf, 
moved to substitute counsel, or otherwise notified the court 
of any change in Maples’ representation. Ibid. 

Another nine months passed. During this time period, no 
Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys assigned to Maples’ case 
sought admission to the Alabama Bar, entered appearances 

4 Originally filed in August 2001, the petition was resubmitted, with only 
minor alterations, in December 2001. See App. 22–24, 28–142. 
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on Maples’ behalf, or otherwise advised the Alabama court 
that Munanka and Ingen-Housz were no longer Maples’ at­
torneys. Thus, Munanka and Ingen-Housz (along with But­
ler) remained Maples’ listed, and only, “attorneys of rec­
ord.” Ibid. 

There things stood when, in May 2003, the trial court, 
without holding a hearing, entered an order denying Maples’ 
Rule 32 petition. App. 146–225.5 The clerk of the Alabama 
trial court mailed copies of the order to Maples’ three attor­
neys of record. He sent Munanka’s and Ingen-Housz’s cop­
ies to Sullivan & Cromwell’s New York address, which the 
pair had provided upon entering their appearances. 

When those copies arrived at Sullivan & Cromwell, 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz had long since departed. The 
notices, however, were not forwarded to another Sullivan & 
Cromwell attorney. Instead, a mailroom employee sent 
the unopened envelopes back to the court. “Returned to 
Sender—Attempted, Unknown” was stamped on the enve­
lope addressed to Munanka. App. to Reply to Brief in Op­
position 8a. A similar stamp appeared on the envelope 
addressed to Ingen-Housz, along with the handwritten nota­
tion “Return to Sender—Left Firm.” Id., at 7a. 

Upon receiving back the unopened envelopes he had 
mailed to Munanka and Ingen-Housz, the Alabama court 
clerk took no further action. In particular, the clerk did not 
contact Munanka or Ingen-Housz at the personal telephone 
numbers or home addresses they had provided in their pro 
hac vice applications. See Ingen-Housz Verified Application 
for Admission To Practice Under Rule VII, p. 1; and Mu­
nanka Verified Application for Admission To Practice Under 
Rule VII, p. 1, in Maples v. State, No. CC–95–842.60 (C. C. 
Morgan Cty., Ala.). Nor did the clerk alert Sullivan & 

5 One of Maples’ attorneys observed, without contradiction, that the trial 
court’s order was a “word for word copy of the proposed Order that the 
State had submitted [with] its [December 2001] Motion to Dismiss.” Id., 
at 300. 
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Cromwell or Butler. Butler received his copy of the order, 
but did not act on it. App. to Pet. for Cert. 256a. He as­
sumed that Munanka and Ingen-Housz, who had been “CC’d” 
on the order, would take care of filing an appeal. Ibid. 

Meanwhile, the clock ticked on Maples’ appeal. Under Al­
abama’s Rules of Appellate Procedure, Maples had 42 days 
to file a notice of appeal from the trial court’s May 22, 2003 
order denying Maples’ petition for postconviction relief. 
Rule 4(a)(1) (2000). No appeal notice was filed, and the time 
allowed for filing expired on July 7, 2003. 

A little over a month later, on August 13, 2003, Alabama 
Assistant Attorney General Jon Hayden, the attorney repre­
senting the State in Maples’ collateral review proceedings, 
sent a letter directly to Maples. App. to Pet. for Cert. 253a– 
254a. Hayden’s letter informed Maples of the missed dead­
line for initiating an appeal within the State’s system, and 
notified him that four weeks remained during which he could 
file a federal habeas petition. Ibid. Hayden mailed the let­
ter to Maples only, using his prison address. Ibid. No copy 
was sent to Maples’ attorneys of record, or to anyone else 
acting on Maples’ behalf. Ibid. 

Upon receiving the State’s letter, Maples immediately con­
tacted his mother. Id., at 258a. She telephoned Sullivan & 
Cromwell to inquire about her son’s case. Ibid. Prompted 
by her call, Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys Marc De Leeuw, 
Felice Duffy, and Kathy Brewer submitted a motion, through 
Butler, asking the trial court to reissue its order denying 
Maples’ Rule 32 petition, thereby restarting the 42-day ap­
peal period. Id., at 222a. 

The trial court denied the motion, id., at 222a–225a, noting 
that Munanka and Ingen-Housz had not withdrawn from the 
case and, consequently, were “still attorneys of record for 
the petitioner,” id., at 223a. Furthermore, the court added, 
attorneys De Leeuw, Duffy, and Brewer had not “yet been 
admitted to practice in Alabama” or “entered appearances as 
attorneys of record.” Ibid. “How,” the court asked, “can 
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a Circuit Clerk in Decatur, Alabama know what is going on 
in a law firm in New York, New York?” Id., at 223a–224a. 
Declining to blame the clerk for the missed notice of appeal 
deadline, the court said it was “unwilling to enter into sub­
terfuge in order to gloss over mistakes made by counsel for 
the petitioner.” Ibid. 

Maples next petitioned the Alabama Court of Criminal Ap­
peals for a writ of mandamus, granting him leave to file an 
out-of-time appeal. Rejecting Maples’ plea, the Court of 
Criminal Appeals determined that, although the clerk had 
“assumed a duty to notify the parties of the resolution of 
Maples’s Rule 32 petition,” the clerk had satisfied that obli­
gation by sending notices to the attorneys of record at the 
addresses those attorneys provided. Id., at 234a–235a. 
Butler’s receipt of the order, the court observed, sufficed to 
notify all attorneys “in light of their apparent co-counsel 
status.” Id., at 235a–236a (quoting Thomas v. Kellett, 489 
So. 2d 554, 555 (Ala. 1986)). The Alabama Supreme Court 
summarily affirmed the Court of Criminal Appeals’ judg­
ment, App. to Pet. for Cert. 237a, and this Court denied cer­
tiorari, Maples v. Alabama, 543 U. S. 1148 (2005). 

Having exhausted his state postconviction remedies, 
Maples sought federal habeas corpus relief. Addressing the 
ineffective-assistance-of-trial-counsel claims Maples stated 
in his federal petition, the State urged that Maples had for­
ever forfeited those claims. Maples did, indeed, present 
the claims in his state postconviction (Rule 32) petition, the 
State observed, but he did not timely appeal from the trial 
court’s denial of his petition. That procedural default, the 
State maintained, precluded federal-court consideration 
of the claims.6 Maples replied that the default should be 

6 In opposing Maples’ request for an out-of-time appeal, the State argued 
to the Alabama Supreme Court that such an appeal was unwarranted. In 
that context, the State noted that Maples “may still present his postcon­
viction claims to [the federal habeas] court.” 35 Record, Doc. No. 55, 
p. 22, n. 4. The State’s current position is in some tension with that 
observation. 
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excused, because he missed the appeal deadline “through 
no fault of his own.” App. 262 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). 

The District Court determined that Maples had defaulted 
his ineffective-assistance claims, and that he had not shown 
“cause” sufficient to overcome the default. App. to Pet. for 
Cert. 49a–55a. The court understood Maples to argue that 
errors committed by his postconviction counsel, not any lapse 
on the part of the court clerk in Alabama, provided the req­
uisite “cause” to excuse his failure to meet Alabama’s 42­
days-to-appeal Rule. Id., at 55a. Such an argument was 
inadmissible, the court ruled, because this Court, in Coleman 
v. Thompson, 501 U. S. 722 (1991), had held that the ineffec­
tiveness of postconviction appellate counsel could not qualify 
as cause. App. to Pet. for Cert. 55a (citing Coleman, 501 
U. S., at 751). 

A divided panel of the Eleventh Circuit affirmed. Maples 
v. Allen, 586 F. 3d 879 (2009) (per curiam). In accord with 
the District Court, the Court of Appeals’ majority held that 
Maples defaulted his ineffective-assistance claims in state 
court by failing to file a timely notice of appeal, id., at 890, 
and that Coleman rendered Maples’ assertion of “cause” un­
acceptable, 586 F. 3d, at 891. 

Judge Barkett dissented. Id., at 895–898. She concluded 
that the Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals had acted “arbi­
trarily” in refusing to grant Maples’ request for an out-of­
time appeal. Id., at 896. In a case involving “indistinguish­
able facts,” Judge Barkett noted, the Alabama appellate 
court had allowed the petitioner to file a late appeal. Ibid. 
(citing Marshall v. State, 884 So. 2d 898, 899 (Ala. Crim. App. 
2002)). Inconsistent application of the 42-days-to-appeal 
rule, Judge Barkett said, “render[ed] the rule an inadequate 
ground on which to bar federal review of Maples’s claims.” 
586 F. 3d, at 897. The interests of justice, she added, re­
quired review of Maples’ claims in view of the exceptional 
circumstances and high stakes involved, and the absence of 
any fault on Maples’ part. Ibid. 
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We granted certiorari to decide whether the uncommon 
facts presented here establish cause adequate to excuse Ma­
ples’ procedural default. 562 U. S. 1286 (2011). 

II 

A 

As a rule, a state prisoner’s habeas claims may not be en­
tertained by a federal court “when (1) ‘a state court [has] 
declined to address [those] claims because the prisoner had 
failed to meet a state procedural requirement,’ and (2) ‘the 
state judgment rests on independent and adequate state pro­
cedural grounds.’ ” Walker v. Martin, 562 U. S. 307, 316 
(2011) (quoting Coleman, 501 U. S., at 729–730). The bar to 
federal review may be lifted, however, if “the prisoner can 
demonstrate cause for the [procedural] default [in state 
court] and actual prejudice as a result of the alleged violation 
of federal law.” Id., at 750; see Wainwright v. Sykes, 433 
U. S. 72, 84–85 (1977). 

Given the single issue on which we granted review, we 
will assume, for purposes of this decision, that the Ala­
bama Court of Criminal Appeals’ refusal to consider Maples’ 
ineffective-assistance claims rested on an independent and 
adequate state procedural ground: namely, Maples’ failure to 
satisfy Alabama’s Rule requiring a notice of appeal to be filed 
within 42 days from the trial court’s final order. Accord­
ingly, we confine our consideration to the question whether 
Maples has shown cause to excuse the missed notice of ap­
peal deadline. 

Cause for a procedural default exists where “something 
external to the petitioner, something that cannot fairly be 
attributed to him[,] . . . ‘impeded [his] efforts to comply with 
the State’s procedural rule.’ ” Coleman, 501 U. S., at 753 
(quoting Murray v. Carrier, 477 U. S. 478, 488 (1986); empha­
sis in original). Negligence on the part of a prisoner’s post-
conviction attorney does not qualify as “cause.” Coleman, 
501 U. S., at 753. That is so, we reasoned in Coleman, be­
cause the attorney is the prisoner’s agent, and under “well­

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 266 (2012) 281 

Opinion of the Court 

settled principles of agency law,” the principal bears the risk 
of negligent conduct on the part of his agent. Id., at 753– 
754. See also Irwin v. Department of Veterans Affairs, 
498 U. S. 89, 92 (1990) (“Under our system of representative 
litigation, ‘each party is deemed bound by the acts of his 
lawyer-agent.’ ” (quoting Link v. Wabash R. Co., 370 U. S. 626, 
634 (1962))). Thus, when a petitioner’s postconviction at­
torney misses a filing deadline, the petitioner is bound by the 
oversight and cannot rely on it to establish cause. Coleman, 
501 U. S., at 753–754. We do not disturb that general rule. 

A markedly different situation is presented, however, 
when an attorney abandons his client without notice, 
and thereby occasions the default. Having severed the 
principal-agent relationship, an attorney no longer acts, or 
fails to act, as the client’s representative. See 1 Restate­
ment (Third) of Law Governing Lawyers § 31, Comment f 
(1998) (“Withdrawal, whether proper or improper, termi­
nates the lawyer’s authority to act for the client.”). His acts 
or omissions therefore “cannot fairly be attributed to [the 
client].” Coleman, 501 U. S., at 753. See, e. g., Jamison v. 
Lockhart, 975 F. 2d 1377, 1380 (CA8 1992) (attorney conduct 
may provide cause to excuse a state procedural default 
where, as a result of a conflict of interest, the attorney 
“ceased to be [petitioner’s] agent”); Porter v. State, 339 Ark. 
15, 16–19, 2 S. W. 3d 73, 74–76 (1999) (finding “good cause” 
for petitioner’s failure to file a timely habeas petition where 
the petitioner’s attorney terminated his representation with­
out notifying petitioner and without taking “any formal 
steps to withdraw as the attorney of record”). 

Our recent decision in Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 631 
(2010), is instructive. That case involved a missed one-year 
deadline, prescribed by 28 U. S. C. § 2244(d), for filing a fed­
eral habeas petition. Holland presented two issues: first, 
whether the § 2244(d) time limitation can be tolled for equi­
table reasons, and, second, whether an attorney’s unpro­
fessional conduct can ever count as an “extraordinary 
circumstance” justifying equitable tolling. 560 U. S., at 649, 
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651 (internal quotation marks omitted). We answered yes 
to both questions. 

On the second issue, the Court recognized that an attor­
ney’s negligence, for example, miscalculating a filing dead­
line, does not provide a basis for tolling a statutory time 
limit. Id., at 651–652; id., at 656 (Alito, J., concurring in 
part and concurring in judgment); see Lawrence v. Florida, 
549 U. S. 327, 336 (2007). The Holland petitioner, however, 
urged that attorney negligence was not the gravamen of his 
complaint. Rather, he asserted that his lawyer had de­
tached himself from any trust relationship with his client: 
“[My lawyer] has abandoned me,” the petitioner complained 
to the court. 560 U. S., at 637 (brackets and internal quota­
tion marks omitted); see Nara v. Frank, 264 F. 3d 310, 320 
(CA3 2001) (ordering a hearing on whether a client’s effective 
abandonment by his lawyer merited tolling of the one-year 
deadline for filing a federal habeas petition). 

In a concurring opinion in Holland, Justice Alito homed 
in on the essential difference between a claim of attorney 
error, however egregious, and a claim that an attorney had 
essentially abandoned his client. 560 U. S., at 659. Hol­
land’s plea fit the latter category: He alleged abandonment 
“evidenced by counsel’s near-total failure to communicate 
with petitioner or to respond to petitioner’s many inquiries 
and requests over a period of several years.” Ibid.; see id., 
at 636–637, 652 (majority opinion). If true, Justice Alito 
explained, “petitioner’s allegations would suffice to establish 
extraordinary circumstances beyond his control[:] Common 
sense dictates that a litigant cannot be held constructively 
responsible for the conduct of an attorney who is not operat­
ing as his agent in any meaningful sense of that word.” Id., 
at 659.7 

7 Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 631 (2010), involved tolling of a federal 
time bar, while Coleman v. Thompson, 501 U. S. 722 (1991), concerned 
cause for excusing a procedural default in state court. See Holland, 560 
U. S., at 650–651. We see no reason, however, why the distinction be­
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We agree that, under agency principles, a client cannot be 
charged with the acts or omissions of an attorney who has 
abandoned him. Nor can a client be faulted for failing to act 
on his own behalf when he lacks reason to believe his attor­
neys of record, in fact, are not representing him. We there­
fore inquire whether Maples has shown that his attorneys of 
record abandoned him, thereby supplying the “extraordinary 
circumstances beyond his control,” ibid., necessary to lift the 
state procedural bar to his federal petition. 

B 

From the time he filed his initial Rule 32 petition until 
well after time ran out for appealing the trial court’s denial 
of that petition, Maples had only three attorneys of record: 
Munanka, Ingen-Housz, and Butler. Unknown to Maples, 
not one of these lawyers was in fact serving as his attorney 
during the 42 days permitted for an appeal from the trial 
court’s order. 

1 

The State contends that Sullivan & Cromwell represented 
Maples throughout his state postconviction proceedings. 
Accordingly, the State urges, Maples cannot establish aban­
donment by counsel continuing through the six weeks al­
lowed for noticing an appeal from the trial court’s denial of 
his Rule 32 petition. We disagree. It is undisputed that 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz severed their agency relationship 
with Maples long before the default occurred. See Brief for 
Respondent 47 (conceding that the two attorneys erred in 
failing to file motions to withdraw from the case). Both Mu­
nanka and Ingen-Housz left Sullivan & Cromwell’s employ in 
the summer of 2002, at least nine months before the Alabama 
trial court entered its order denying Rule 32 relief. App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 258a. Their new employment—Munanka as a 

tween attorney negligence and attorney abandonment should not hold in 
both contexts. 
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law clerk for a federal judge, Ingen-Housz as an employee of 
the European Commission in Belgium—disabled them from 
continuing to represent Maples. See Code of Conduct for 
Judicial Employees, Canon 4(D)(3) (1999) (prohibiting judicial 
employees from participating in “litigation against federal, 
state or local government”); European Commission, Staff 
Regulations of Officials of the European Communities, Tit. 
I, Art. 12b (2004) (employees cannot perform outside work 
without first obtaining authorization from the Commission), 
available at http://ec.europa.eu/civil_service/docs/toc100_ 
en.pdf (as visited Jan. 13, 2012, and in Clerk of Court’s case 
file). Hornbook agency law establishes that the attorneys’ 
departure from Sullivan & Cromwell and their commence­
ment of employment that prevented them from representing 
Maples ended their agency relationship with him. See 1 Re­
statement (Second) of Agency § 112 (1957) (hereinafter Re­
statement (Second)) (“[T]he authority of an agent terminates 
if, without knowledge of the principal, he acquires adverse 
interests or if he is otherwise guilty of a serious breach of 
loyalty to the principal.”); 2 id., § 394, Comment a (“[T]he 
agent commits a breach of duty [of loyalty] to his principal by 
acting for another in an undertaking which has a substantial 
tendency to cause him to disregard his duty to serve his 
principal with only his principal’s purposes in mind.”). 

Furthermore, the two attorneys did not observe Ala­
bama’s Rule requiring them to seek the trial court’s permis­
sion to withdraw. See Ala. Rule Crim. Proc. 6.2, Comment. 
Cf. 1 Restatement (Second) § 111, Comment b (“[I]t is ordi­
narily inferred that a principal does not intend an agent to do 
an illegal act.”). By failing to seek permission to withdraw, 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz allowed the court’s records to 
convey that they represented Maples. As listed attorneys 
of record, they, not Maples, would be the addressees of court 
orders Alabama law requires the clerk to furnish. See Ala. 
Rule Crim. Proc. 34.5 (“Upon the entry of any order in a 
criminal proceeding made in response to a motion, . . . the 
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clerk shall, without undue delay, furnish all parties a copy 
thereof by mail or by other appropriate means.”) and 34.4 
(“[W]here the defendant is represented by counsel, service 
shall be made upon the attorney of record.”). 

Although acknowledging that Munanka and Ingen-Housz 
severed their agency relationship with Maples upon their 
departure from Sullivan & Cromwell, the State argues that, 
nonetheless, Maples was not abandoned. Other attorneys at 
the firm, the State asserts, continued to serve as Maples’ 
counsel. Regarding this assertion, we note, first, that the 
record is cloudy on the role other Sullivan & Cromwell attor­
neys played. In an affidavit submitted to the Alabama trial 
court in support of Maples’ request that the court reissue its 
Rule 32 order, see supra, at 277, partner Marc De Leeuw 
stated that he had been “involved in [Maples’] case since the 
summer of 2001.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 257a. After the 
trial court initially denied the State’s motion to dismiss in 
December 2001, De Leeuw informed the court, Sullivan & 
Cromwell “lawyers working on this case for Mr. Maples pre­
pared for [an anticipated] evidentiary hearing.” Id., at 258a. 
Another Sullivan & Cromwell attorney, Felice Duffy, stated, 
in an affidavit submitted to the Alabama trial court in Sep­
tember 2003, that she “ha[d] worked on [Maples’] case since 
October 14, 2002.” App. 231. But neither De Leeuw nor 
Duffy described what their “involve[ment]” or “wor[k] on 
[Maples’] case” entailed. And neither attorney named the 
lawyers, other than Munanka and Ingen-Housz (both of them 
still with Sullivan & Cromwell in December 2001), engaged 
in preparation for the expected hearing. Nor did De Leeuw 
identify the specific work, if any, other lawyers performed on 
Maples’ case between Munanka’s and Ingen-Housz’s depar­
tures and the firm’s receipt of the telephone call from Ma­
ples’ mother.8 

8 The unclear state of the record is perhaps not surprising, given Sulli­
van & Cromwell’s representation of Maples after the default. As amici 
for Maples explain, a significant conflict of interest arose for the firm once 
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The slim record on activity at Sullivan & Cromwell, how­
ever, does not warrant a remand to determine more precisely 
the work done by firm lawyers other than Munanka and 
Ingen-Housz. For the facts essential to our decision are not 
in doubt. At the time of the default, the Sullivan & Crom­
well attorneys who later came forward—De Leeuw, Duffy, 
and Kathy Brewer—had not been admitted to practice law 
in Alabama, had not entered their appearances on Maples’ 
behalf, and had done nothing to inform the Alabama court 
that they wished to substitute for Munanka and Ingen-
Housz. Thus, none of these attorneys had the legal author­
ity to act on Maples’ behalf before his time to appeal expired. 
Cf. 1 Restatement (Second) § 111 (The “failure to acquire a 
qualification by the agent without which it is illegal to do an 
authorized act . . . terminates the agent’s authority to act.”).9 

the crucial deadline passed. Brief for Legal Ethics Professors et al. as 
Amici Curiae 23–27. Following the default, the firm’s interest in avoid­
ing damage to its own reputation was at odds with Maples’ strongest 
argument—i. e., that his attorneys had abandoned him, therefore he had 
cause to be relieved from the default. Yet Sullivan & Cromwell did not 
cede Maples’ representation to a new attorney, who could have made Ma­
ples’ abandonment argument plain to the Court of Appeals. Instead, the 
firm represented Maples through briefing and oral argument in the Elev­
enth Circuit, where they attempted to cast responsibility for the mishap 
on the clerk of the Alabama trial court. Given Sullivan & Cromwell’s 
conflict of interest, Maples’ federal habeas petition, prepared and submit­
ted by the firm, is not persuasive evidence that Maples, prior to the de­
fault, ever “viewed himself” as represented by “the firm,” see post, at 295 
(Scalia, J., dissenting), rather than by his attorneys of record, Munanka 
and Ingen-Housz. 

9 The dissent argues that the Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys had no 
basis “to infer that Maples no longer wanted them to represent him, sim­
ply because they had not yet qualified before the Alabama court.” Post, 
at 297. While that may be true, it is irrelevant. What the attorneys 
could have inferred is that Maples would not have wanted them to file a 
notice of appeal on his behalf prior to their admission to practice in Ala­
bama, for doing so would be “illegal,” ibid. (internal quotation marks 
omitted). See also 1 Restatement (Second) § 111, Comment b, quoted 
supra, at 284. For the critical purpose of filing a notice of appeal, then, the 
other Sullivan & Cromwell attorneys had no authority to act for Maples. 
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What they did or did not do in their New York offices is 
therefore beside the point. At the time critical to preserv­
ing Maples’ access to an appeal, they, like Munanka and 
Ingen-Housz, were not Maples’ authorized agents. 

2 

Maples’ only other attorney of record, local counsel Butler, 
also left him abandoned. Indeed, Butler did not even begin 
to represent Maples. Butler informed Munanka and Ingen-
Housz that he would serve as local counsel only for the pur­
pose of enabling the two out-of-state attorneys to appear pro 
hac vice. Supra, at 274. Lacking the necessary “resources, 
available time [and] experience,” Butler told the two Sulli­
van & Cromwell lawyers, he would not “deal with substantive 
issues in the case.” Ibid. That the minimal participation he 
undertook was inconsistent with Alabama law, see Rule VII, 
quoted supra, at 274, underscores the absurdity of holding 
Maples barred because Butler signed on as local counsel. 

In recognizing that Butler had no role in the case other 
than to allow Munanka and Ingen-Housz to appear pro hac 
vice, we need not rely solely on Butler’s and De Leeuw’s 
statements to that effect. App. to Pet. for Cert. 255a–258a. 
Other factors confirm that Butler did not “operat[e] as 
[Maples’] agent in any meaningful sense of that word.” Hol­
land, 560 U. S., at 659 (Alito, J., concurring in part and con­
curring in judgment). The first is Butler’s own conduct. 
Upon receiving a copy of the trial court’s Rule 32 order, But­
ler did not contact Sullivan & Cromwell to ensure that firm 
lawyers were taking appropriate action. Although Butler 
had reason to believe that Munanka and Ingen-Housz had 
received a copy of the court’s order, see App. 225 (indicating 
that Munanka and Ingen-Housz were CC’d on the order), 
Butler’s failure even to place a phone call to the New York 
firm substantiates his disclaimer of any genuinely repre­
sentative role in the case. 

Notably, the State did not treat Butler as Maples’ actual 
representative. Assistant Attorney General Hayden ad­
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dressed the letter informing Maples of the default directly 
to Maples in prison. See supra, at 277. Hayden sent no 
copy to, nor did he otherwise notify, any of the attorneys 
listed as counsel of record for Maples. Lawyers in Alabama 
have an ethical obligation to refrain from communicating di­
rectly with an opposing party known to be represented by 
counsel. See Ala. Rule of Professional Conduct 4.2 (2003); 
Ala. Rule Crim. Proc. 34.4 (requiring that the service of all 
documents “be made upon the attorney of record”). In writ­
ing directly and only to Maples, notwithstanding this ethical 
obligation, Assistant Attorney General Hayden must have 
believed that Maples was no longer represented by counsel, 
out-of-state or local.10 

In sum, the record admits of only one reading: At no time 
before the missed deadline was Butler serving as Maples’ 
agent “in any meaningful sense of that word.” Holland, 560 
U. S., at 659 (opinion of Alito, J.). 

3 

Not only was Maples left without any functioning attorney 
of record, the very listing of Munanka, Ingen-Housz, and 
Butler as his representatives meant that he had no right per­
sonally to receive notice. See supra, at 284–285. He in fact 
received none or any other warning that he had better fend 
for himself. Had counsel of record or the State’s attorney 

10 It bears note, as well, that the State served its response to Maples’ 
Rule 32 petition only on Munanka at Sullivan & Cromwell’s New York 
address, not on Butler. App. 26. While the State may not be obligated 
to serve more than one attorney of record, its selection of New York rather 
than local counsel is some indication that, from the start, the State was 
cognizant of the limited role Butler would serve. Conforming the State’s 
Rule to common practice, in 2006, the Alabama Supreme Court amended 
the provision on appearances by out-of-state counsel to eliminate the re­
quirement that such attorneys associate local counsel when representing 
indigent criminal defendants pro bono in postconviction proceedings. See 
supra, at 274, n. 3. 
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informed Maples of his plight before the time to appeal ran 
out, he could have filed a notice of appeal himself 11 or en­
listed the aid of new volunteer attorneys.12 Given no reason 
to suspect that he lacked counsel able and willing to repre­
sent him, Maples surely was blocked from complying with 
the State’s procedural rule. 

C 

“The cause and prejudice requirement,” we have said, 
“shows due regard for States’ finality and comity interests 
while ensuring that ‘fundamental fairness [remains] the cen­
tral concern of the writ of habeas corpus.’ ” Dretke v. 
Haley, 541 U. S. 386, 393 (2004) (quoting Strickland v. Wash­
ington, 466 U. S. 668, 697 (1984)). In the unusual circum­
stances of this case, principles of agency law and fundamen­
tal fairness point to the same conclusion: There was indeed 
cause to excuse Maples’ procedural default. Through no 
fault of his own, Maples lacked the assistance of any author­
ized attorney during the 42 days Alabama allows for noticing 
an appeal from a trial court’s denial of postconviction relief. 
As just observed, he had no reason to suspect that, in reality, 
he had been reduced to pro se status. Maples was disarmed 
by extraordinary circumstances quite beyond his control. 
He has shown ample cause, we hold, to excuse the procedural 
default into which he was trapped when counsel of record 
abandoned him without a word of warning. 

11 The notice is a simple document. It need specify only: the party tak­
ing the appeal, the order or judgment appealed from, and the name of the 
court to which appeal is taken. Ala. Rule App. Proc. 3(c) (2000). 

12 Alabama grants out-of-time appeals to prisoners proceeding pro se 
who were not timely served with copies of court orders. See Maples v. 
Allen, 586 F. 3d 879, 888, and n. 6 (CA11 2009) (per curiam) (citing 
Ex parte Miles, 841 So. 2d 242, 243 (Ala. 2002), and Ex parte Robinson, 
865 So. 2d 1250, 1251–1252 (Ala. Crim. App. 2003) (per curiam)). Though 
Maples was not a pro se petitioner on the record, he was, in fact, without 
authorized counsel. 
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III 

Having found no cause to excuse the failure to file a timely 
notice of appeal in state court, the District Court and the 
Eleventh Circuit did not reach the question of prejudice. 
See supra, at 279. That issue, therefore, remains open for 
decision on remand. 

* * * 

For the reasons stated, the judgment of the Court of Ap­
peals for the Eleventh Circuit is reversed, and the case 
is remanded for further proceedings consistent with this 
opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Alito, concurring. 
I join the opinion of the Court. Unbeknownst to peti­

tioner, he was effectively deprived of legal representation 
due to the combined effect of no fewer than eight unfortu­
nate events: (1) the departure from their law firm of the two 
young lawyers who appeared as counsel of record in his state 
postconviction proceeding; (2) the acceptance by these two 
attorneys of new employment that precluded them from con­
tinuing to represent him; (3) their failure to notify petitioner 
of their new situation; (4) their failure to withdraw as his 
counsel of record; (5) the apparent failure of the firm that 
they left to monitor the status of petitioner’s case when these 
attorneys departed; (6) when notice of the decision denying 
petitioner’s request for state postconviction relief was re­
ceived in that firm’s offices, the failure of the firm’s mailroom 
to route that important communication to either another 
member of the firm or to the departed attorneys’ new ad­
dresses; (7) the failure of the clerk’s office to take any action 
when the envelope containing that notice came back un­
opened; and (8) local counsel’s very limited conception of the 
role that he was obligated to play in petitioner’s representa­
tion. Under these unique circumstances, I agree that peti­
tioner’s attorneys effectively abandoned him and that this 
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abandonment was a “cause” that is sufficient to overcome 
petitioner’s procedural default. 

In an effort to obtain relief for his client, petitioner’s coun­
sel in the case now before us cast blame for what occurred 
on Alabama’s system of providing legal representation for 
capital defendants at trial and in state collateral proceedings. 
See Brief for Petitioner 3–6. But whatever may be said 
about Alabama’s system, I do not think that Alabama’s sys­
tem had much if anything to do with petitioner’s misfortune. 
The quality of petitioner’s representation at trial obviously 
played no role in the failure to meet the deadline for filing 
his notice of appeal from the denial of his state postconvic­
tion petition. Nor do I see any important connection be­
tween what happened in this case and Alabama’s system for 
providing representation for prisoners who are sentenced to 
death and who wish to petition the state courts for collateral 
relief. Unlike other States, Alabama relies on attorneys 
who volunteer to represent these prisoners pro bono, and we 
are told that most of these volunteers work for large, out­
of-state firms. Id., at 4. Petitioner’s brief states that the 
Alabama system had “a direct bearing on the events giving 
rise . . . to the procedural default at issue,” id., at 3, but a 
similar combination of untoward events could have occurred 
if petitioner had been represented by Alabama attorneys 
who were appointed by the court and paid for with state 
funds. The firm whose lawyers represented petitioner pro 
bono is one of the country’s most prestigious and expensive, 
and I have little doubt that the vast majority of criminal 
defendants would think that they had won the lottery if they 
were given the opportunity to be represented by attorneys 
from such a firm. See id., at 9 (stating that it “seemed as 
though Maples had won the lottery when two attorneys 
working at an elite New York law firm . . . agreed to repre­
sent Maples pro bono”). 

What occurred here was not a predictable consequence of 
the Alabama system but a veritable perfect storm of misfor­
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tune, a most unlikely combination of events that, without no­
tice, effectively deprived petitioner of legal representation. 
Under these unique circumstances, I agree that petitioner’s 
procedural default is overcome. 

Justice Scalia, with whom Justice Thomas joins, 
dissenting. 

The Alabama Court of Criminal Appeals held that Cory 
Maples’ appeal from the denial of his state postconviction 
petition was barred because he had not filed a notice of ap­
peal within the allotted time. The Court now concludes that 
Maples has established cause for his procedural default by 
reason of abandonment by his attorneys. Because I cannot 
agree with that conclusion, and because Maples’ alternative 
argument fares no better, I would affirm the judgment. 

I 

A 

Our doctrine of procedural default reflects, and furthers, 
the principle that errors in state criminal trials should be 
remedied in state court. As we have long recognized, fed­
eral habeas review for state prisoners imposes significant 
costs on the States, undermining not only their practical in­
terest in the finality of their criminal judgments, see Engle 
v. Isaac, 456 U. S. 107, 126–127 (1982), but also the primacy 
of their courts in adjudicating the constitutional rights of de­
fendants prosecuted under state law, id., at 128. We have 
further recognized that “[t]hese costs are particularly high 
. . . when a state prisoner, through a procedural default, pre­
vents adjudication of his constitutional claims in state court.” 
Coleman v. Thompson, 501 U. S. 722, 748 (1991). In that 
situation, the prisoner has “deprived the state courts of an 
opportunity to address those claims in the first instance,” id., 
at 732, thereby leaving the state courts without “a chance to 
mend their own fences and avoid federal intrusion,” Engle, 
456 U. S., at 129. For that reason, and because permitting 
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federal-court review of defaulted claims would “undercu[t] 
the State’s ability to enforce its procedural rules,” ibid., we 
have held that when a state court has relied on an adequate 
and independent state procedural ground in denying a pris­
oner’s claims, the prisoner ordinarily may not obtain federal 
habeas relief. Coleman, 501 U. S., at 729–730. 

To be sure, the prohibition on federal-court review of de­
faulted claims is not absolute. A habeas petitioner’s default 
in state court will not bar federal habeas review if “the peti­
tioner demonstrates cause and actual prejudice,” id., at 
748—“cause” constituting “something external to the peti­
tioner, something that cannot fairly be attributed to him,” 
that impeded compliance with the State’s procedural rule, 
id., at 753. As a general matter, an attorney’s mistakes (or 
omissions) do not meet the standard “because the attorney 
is the petitioner’s agent when acting, or failing to act, in fur­
therance of the litigation, and the petitioner must ‘bear the 
risk of attorney error.’ ” Ibid. (quoting Murray v. Carrier, 
477 U. S. 478, 488 (1986)). See also Link v. Wabash R. Co., 
370 U. S. 626, 633–634, and n. 10 (1962). 

When an attorney’s error occurs at a stage of the proceed­
ings at which the defendant has a constitutional right to ef­
fective assistance of counsel, that error may constitute cause 
to excuse a resulting procedural default. A State’s failure 
in its duty to provide an effective attorney, as measured by 
the standard set forth in Strickland v. Washington, 466 U. S. 
668 (1984), makes the attorney’s error chargeable to the 
State, and hence external to the defense. See Murray, 
supra, at 488. But when the client has no right to counsel— 
as is the case in the postconviction setting, see Pennsylvania 
v. Finley, 481 U. S. 551, 555 (1987)—the client bears the risk 
of all attorney errors made in the course of the representa­
tion, regardless of the egregiousness of the mistake. Cole­
man, supra, at 754 (“[I]t is not the gravity of the attorney’s 
error that matters, but that it constitutes a violation of peti­
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tioner’s right to counsel, so that the error must be seen as 
an external factor”). 

B 

In light of the principles just set out, the Court is correct 
to conclude, ante, at 283, that a habeas petitioner’s proce­
dural default may be excused when it is attributable to aban­
donment by his attorney. In such a case, Coleman’s ration­
ale for attributing the attorney’s acts and omissions to the 
client breaks down; for once the attorney has ceased acting 
as the client’s agent, “well-settled principles of agency law,” 
501 U. S., at 754, no longer support charging the client with 
his lawyer’s mistakes. The attorney’s mistakes may there­
fore be understood as an “external factor,” ibid., and in ap­
propriate circumstances may justify excusing the prisoner’s 
procedural default. 

I likewise agree with the Court’s conclusion, ante, at 283, 
that Maples’ two out-of-state attorneys of record, Jaasi Mu­
nanka and Clara Ingen-Housz, had abandoned Maples by the 
time the Alabama trial court entered its order denying his 
petition for postconviction relief. As the Court observes, 
ante, at 283–284, without informing Maples or seeking leave 
from the Alabama trial court to withdraw from Maples’ case, 
both Munanka and Ingen-Housz left Sullivan & Cromwell’s 
employ and accepted new positions that precluded them from 
continuing to represent Maples. This conduct amounted to 
renunciation of their roles as Maples’ agents, see 1 Restate­
ment (Second) of Agency § 119, Comment b (1957) (herein­
after Restatement 2d), and thus terminated their authority 
to act on Maples’ behalf, id., § 118. As a result, Munanka’s 
and Ingen-Housz’s failure to take action in response to the 
trial court’s order should not be imputed to Maples. 

It is an unjustified leap, however, to conclude that Maples 
was left unrepresented during the relevant window between 
the Alabama trial court’s dismissal of his postconviction peti­
tion and expiration of the 42-day period for filing a notice of 
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appeal established by Alabama Rule of Appellate Procedure 
4(a)(1) (2009). Start with Maples’ own allegations: In his 
amended federal habeas petition, Maples alleged that, at the 
time he sought postconviction relief in Alabama trial court, 
he “was represented by Sullivan & Cromwell of New York, 
New York.” App. 256. Although the petition went on to 
identify Munanka and Ingen-Housz as “the two Sullivan law­
yers handling the matter,” id., at 257, its statement that Ma­
ples was “represented” by the firm itself strongly suggests 
that Maples viewed himself as having retained the services 
of the firm as a whole, a perfectly natural understanding. 
“When a client retains a lawyer who practices with a firm, 
the presumption is that both the lawyer and the firm have 
been retained.” 1 Restatement (Third) of the Law Govern­
ing Lawyers § 31, Comment f, p. 222 (1998). Admittedly, in 
connection with the attempt before the Alabama trial court 
to extend the time for appeal, Sullivan & Cromwell partner 
Marc De Leeuw submitted an affidavit stating that the firm’s 
lawyers “handle pro bono cases on an individual basis” and 
that the lawyers who had appeared in Maples’ case had fol­
lowed that practice, “attempt[ing] not to use the firm name 
on correspondence or court papers.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 
257a. But Maples’ habeas petition is the pleading that initi­
ated the current litigation; and surely the allegations that it 
contained should be given priority over representations 
made to prior courts.* 

* The Court says that the allegations in Maples’ own habeas petition are 
not “persuasive evidence,” ante, at 286, n. 8, because Maples’ lawyers at 
Sullivan & Cromwell labored under a conflict of interest when they pre­
pared the document. This is a curious point, since the effect of Maples’ 
statement was to implicate Sullivan & Cromwell as a firm in missing the 
filing deadline. The conflict would have induced the Sullivan & Cromwell 
lawyers to exonerate the firm. To be sure, as the case later developed (at 
this stage abandonment had not yet been conceived as the litigating strat­
egy), it would have been in Maples’ interest to say he had no lawyers. 
But the issue the petition’s statement raises is not whether Maples was 
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In any case, even if Maples had no attorney-client relation­
ship with the Sullivan & Cromwell firm, Munanka and Ingen-
Housz were surely not the only Sullivan & Cromwell lawyers 
who represented Maples on an individual basis. De Leeuw’s 
affidavit acknowledged that he had “been involved in [Ma­
ples’] case since the summer of 2001,” ibid., roughly a year 
before Munanka and Ingen-Housz left Sullivan & Cromwell, 
and it further stated that after “Ms. Ingen-Housz and 
Mr. Munanka” learned of the court’s initial order denying 
the State’s motion to dismiss Maples’ postconviction petition 
in December 2001, “the lawyers working on this case for 
Mr. Maples prepared for the evidentiary hearing” Maples 
had requested, id., at 258a. Moreover, when Sullivan & 
Cromwell attorney Felice Duffy filed a motion to appear pro 
hac vice before the Alabama trial court in connection with 
the attempt to extend the deadline, she stated that she had 
“worked on [Maples’] case since October 14, 2002,” App. 231, 
months before the procedural default took place. 

According to the Court, see ante, at 285, De Leeuw’s affi­
davit does not make clear how he was “involved” in Maples’ 
case or whether lawyers other than Munanka and Ingen-
Housz were among those who prepared for the anticipated 
evidentiary hearing; and Duffy’s motion does not make clear 
what her “wor[k]” entailed. But there is little doubt that 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz were not the only attorneys who 
engaged in the preparations; and that De Leeuw was “in­
volved” and Duffy “worked” as lawyers for Maples (what 
other role could they have taken on?). De Leeuw’s distinc­
tion between “Ms. Ingen-Housz and Mr. Munanka” and “the 
lawyers working on this case for Mr. Maples” would have 
been senseless if the latter category did not extend beyond 
the two named attorneys. 

cleverly represented; it is whether the statement was true. And if Sulli­
van & Cromwell’s involvement in preparing the petition has any bearing 
upon that, it only reinforces the truth. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 266 (2012) 297 

Scalia, J., dissenting 

In sum, there is every indication that when the trial court 
entered its order dismissing Maples’ postconviction petition 
in May 2003, Maples continued to be represented by a team 
of attorneys in Sullivan & Cromwell’s New York office. The 
Court nonetheless insists that the actions of these attorneys 
are irrelevant because they had not been admitted to prac­
tice law in Alabama, had not entered appearances in the 
Alabama trial court, and had not sought to substitute for 
Munanka and Ingen-Housz. See ante, at 286–287. The 
Court does not, however, explain why these facts establish 
that the attorneys were not Maples’ agents for the purpose 
of attending to those aspects of the case that did not require 
court appearance—which would certainly include keeping 
track of orders issued and filing deadlines. The Court’s quo­
tation from the Restatement of Agency, ante, at 286, that the 
“failure to acquire a qualification by the agent without which 
it is illegal to do an authorized act . . . terminates the agent’s 
authority to act,” 1 Restatement 2d, § 111, at 290, omits the 
crucial condition contained at the end of the section: “if 
thereafter he [the agent] should infer that the principal, if he 
knew the facts, would not consent to the further exercise 
of the authority.” There was no basis whatever for these 
attorneys to infer that Maples no longer wanted them to rep­
resent him, simply because they had not yet qualified before 
the Alabama court. Though it would have been “illegal” for 
these attorneys to file a notice of appeal without being au­
thorized to practice in Alabama, nothing prevented them 
from first seeking to secure admission to practice, as Mu­
nanka and Ingen-Housz initially had done, and then filing a 
notice of appeal. 

It would create a huge gap in our Coleman jurisprudence 
to disregard all attorney errors committed before admission 
to the relevant court; and an even greater gap to disregard 
(as the Court suggests) all errors committed before the at­
torney enters an appearance. Moreover, even if these attor­
neys cannot be regarded as Maples’ agents for purposes of 
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conducting the Alabama litigation, they were at least his 
agents for purposes of advising him of the impending dead­
line. His unawareness was the fault of counsel who were 
his agents, and must be charged to him. What happened 
here is simply “[a]ttorney ignorance or inadvertence” of the 
sort that does not furnish cause to excuse a procedural de­
fault. Coleman, 501 U. S., at 753. 

But even leaving aside the question of Maples’ “unad­
mitted” attorneys at Sullivan & Cromwell, Maples had a fully 
admitted attorney, who had entered an appearance, in the 
person of local counsel, John Butler. There is no support for 
the Court’s conclusion that Butler “did not even begin to 
represent Maples.” Ante, at 287. True, the affidavit Butler 
filed with the Alabama trial court in the proceeding seeking 
extension of the deadline stated that he had “no substantive 
involvement” with the case, and that he had “agreed to serve 
as local counsel only.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 255a. But a 
disclaimer of “substantive involvement” in a case, whether 
or not it violates a lawyer’s ethical obligations, see ante, at 
287, is not equivalent to a denial of any agency role at all. A 
local attorney’s “nonsubstantive” involvement would surely 
include, at a minimum, keeping track of local court orders 
and advising “substantive” counsel of impending deadlines. 
Nor did Butler’s explanation for his failure to act when he 
received a copy of the trial court’s order sound in abandon­
ment. Butler did not say, for instance, that he ignored the 
order because he did not consider Maples to be his client. 
Instead, based on “past practice” and the content of the 
order, Butler “assumed” that Maples’ lawyers at Sullivan & 
Cromwell would receive a copy. App. to Pet. for Cert. 256a. 

The Court gets this badly wrong when it states that “But­
ler’s failure even to place a phone call to the New York firm” 
demonstrates Butler’s “disclaimer of any genuinely repre­
sentative role.” Ante, at 287. By equating the very attor­
ney error that contributed to Maples’ procedural default with 
the absence of an agency relationship, the Court ensures that 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 266 (2012) 299 

Scalia, J., dissenting 

today’s opinion will serve as a template for future habeas 
petitioners seeking to evade Coleman’s holding that ineffec­
tiveness of postconviction counsel will not furnish cause to 
excuse a procedural default. See 501 U. S., at 752–754. 
The trick will be to allege, not that counsel was ineffective, 
but rather that counsel’s ineffectiveness demonstrates that 
he was not a genuinely representative agent. No precedent 
should be so easily circumvented by word games, but the 
damage is particularly acute when the affected precedent is 
so firmly “grounded in concerns of comity and federalism.” 
Id., at 730. 

The Court’s last-gasp attempt to justify its conclusion that 
Butler was not Maples’ agent is to point out that a prosecutor 
sent a letter to Maples directly, informing him of the de­
faulted appeal. See ante, at 287–288. The Court reasons 
that the prosecutor must have thought that Maples had been 
abandoned by his lawyers, since to communicate with a rep­
resented party would have been a violation of ethical stand­
ards. Ibid. But even if this supposition is correct, it is 
hard to understand what it proves. What matters, after all, 
is not whether the prosecutor thought Maples had been aban­
doned, but whether Maples really was abandoned. And as 
it turns out, Butler’s conduct after learning about the default 
further belies any such contention. Almost immediately, 
Butler began to cooperate with Maples’ lawyers at Sulli­
van & Cromwell, filing papers as “Counsel for Mr. Maples” 
or “Local Counsel for Petitioner Cory Maples” in multiple 
courts in an attempt to rectify the mistake. See App. 229, 
230, 236, 238. Had Butler reassumed his representational 
duties after having abandoned them? Hardly. There is no 
proper basis for a conclusion of abandonment interruptus. 

II 

Maples argues in the alternative that his default should be 
excused because his right to due process was violated when 
the trial-court clerk failed to take action after Munanka’s and 
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Ingen-Housz’s copies of the court’s dismissal order were re­
turned undeliverable. According to Maples, our decision in 
Jones v. Flowers, 547 U. S. 220 (2006), establishes that the 
clerk had a duty to do more. 

We held in Jones that, when a mailed notice of a tax sale 
is returned unclaimed, a State must take additional reason­
able steps to attempt to provide notice to the property 
owner before selling his property. See id., at 234. It is 
questionable whether that holding has any relevance to the 
circumstances here, which involved not the institution of 
proceedings against an unwitting litigant, but rather the is­
suance of an order in a pending case that was instituted by 
Maples himself. Indeed, I think it doubtful whether due 
process entitles a litigant to any notice of a court’s order in 
a pending case. The Federal Rules certainly reject the no­
tion that notice is an absolute requirement. Federal Rule of 
Civil Procedure 77(d)(2) provides that “[l]ack of notice of the 
entry [of an order or judgment] does not affect the time for 
appeal or relieve—or authorize the court to relieve—a party 
for failing to appeal within the time allowed, except as al­
lowed by Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure (4)(a).” And 
although Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 4(a)(6) in turn 
provides that the time for filing an appeal can be reopened 
when a litigant did not receive notice, it establishes 180 days 
after the judgment or order is entered as the outer limit 
by which a motion to reopen must be filed. See Rule 
4(a)(6)(B). 

There is no need to grapple with this question, however, 
because Butler received a copy of the trial court’s order. 
“Under our system of representative litigation, ‘each party 
. . . is considered to have “notice of all facts, notice of which 
can be charged upon [his] attorney.” ’ ” Irwin v. Depart­
ment of Veterans Affairs, 498 U. S. 89, 92 (1990) (quoting 
Link, 370 U. S., at 634). The notice to Butler was therefore 
constitutionally sufficient. 
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* * * 

One suspects that today’s decision is motivated in large 
part by an understandable sense of frustration with the 
State’s refusal to waive Maples’ procedural default in the in­
terest of fairness. Indeed, that frustration may well explain 
the Court’s lengthy indictment of Alabama’s general proce­
dures for providing representation to capital defendants, 
ante, at 271–273, a portion of the Court’s opinion that is so 
disconnected from the rest of its analysis as to be other­
wise inexplicable. 

But if the interest of fairness justifies our excusing Maples’ 
procedural default here, it does so whenever a defendant’s 
procedural default is caused by his attorney. That is simply 
not the law—and cannot be, if the States are to have an or­
derly system of criminal litigation conducted by counsel. 
Our precedents allow a State to stand on its rights and en­
force a habeas petitioner’s procedural default even when 
counsel is to blame. Because a faithful application of those 
precedents leads to the conclusion that Maples has not dem­
onstrated cause to excuse his procedural default; and because 
the reasoning by which the Court justifies the opposite con­
clusion invites future evisceration of the principle that de­
fendants are responsible for the mistakes of their attorneys; 
I respectfully dissent. 
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GOLAN et al. v. HOLDER, ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
et al. 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the tenth circuit 

No. 10–545. Argued October 5, 2011—Decided January 18, 2012 

The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works 
(Berne), which took effect in 1886, is the principal accord governing 
international copyright relations. Berne’s 164 member states agree to 
provide a minimum level of copyright protection and to treat authors 
from other member countries as well as they treat their own. Of cen­
tral importance in this case, Article 18 of Berne requires countries to 
protect the works of other member states unless the works’ copyright 
term has expired in either the country where protection is claimed or 
the country of origin. A different system of transnational copyright 
protection long prevailed in this country. Throughout most of the 20th 
century, the only foreign authors eligible for Copyright Act protection 
were those whose countries granted reciprocal rights to American au­
thors and whose works were printed in the United States. Despite 
Article 18, when the United States joined Berne in 1989, it did not pro­
tect any foreign works lodged in the U. S. public domain, many of them 
works never protected here. In 1994, however, the Agreement on 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights mandated imple­
mentation of Berne’s first 21 articles, on pain of enforcement by the 
World Trade Organization. 

In response, Congress applied the term of protection available to U. S. 
works to pre-existing works from Berne member countries. Section 
514 of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act (URAA) grants copyright 
protection to works protected in their country of origin, but lacking 
protection in the United States for any of three reasons: The United 
States did not protect works from the country of origin at the time of 
publication; the United States did not protect sound recordings fixed 
before 1972; or the author had not complied with certain U. S. statutory 
formalities. Works encompassed by § 514 are granted the protection 
they would have enjoyed had the United States maintained copyright 
relations with the author’s country or removed formalities incompatible 
with Berne. As a consequence of the barriers to U. S. copyright protec­
tion prior to § 514’s enactment, foreign works “restored” to protection 
by the measure had entered the public domain in this country. To cush­
ion the impact of their placement in protected status, § 514 provides 
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ameliorating accommodations for parties who had exploited affected 
works before the URAA was enacted. 

Petitioners are orchestra conductors, musicians, publishers, and oth­
ers who formerly enjoyed free access to works § 514 removed from the 
public domain. They maintain that Congress, in passing § 514, ex­
ceeded its authority under the Copyright Clause and transgressed First 
Amendment limitations. The District Court granted the Attorney 
General’s motion for summary judgment. Affirming in part, the Tenth 
Circuit agreed that Congress had not offended the Copyright Clause, 
but concluded that § 514 required further First Amendment inspection 
in light of Eldred v. Ashcroft, 537 U. S. 186. On remand, the District 
Court granted summary judgment to petitioners on the First Amend­
ment claim, holding that § 514’s constriction of the public domain was 
not justified by any of the asserted federal interests. The Tenth Circuit 
reversed, ruling that § 514 was narrowly tailored to fit the important 
government aim of protecting U. S. copyright holders’ interests abroad. 

Held: 
1. Section 514 does not exceed Congress’ authority under the Copy­

right Clause. Pp. 318–327. 
(a) The text of the Copyright Clause does not exclude application of 

copyright protection to works in the public domain. Eldred is largely 
dispositive of petitioners’ claim that the Clause’s confinement of a copy­
right’s lifespan to a “limited Tim[e]” prevents the removal of works from 
the public domain. In Eldred, the Court upheld the Copyright Term 
Extension Act (CTEA), which extended, by 20 years, the terms of exist­
ing copyrights. The text of the Copyright Clause, the Court observed, 
contains no “command that a time prescription, once set, becomes for­
ever ‘fixed’ or ‘inalterable,’ ” and the Court declined to infer any such 
command. 537 U. S., at 199. The construction petitioners tender here 
is similarly infirm. The terms afforded works restored by § 514 are no 
less “limited” than those the CTEA lengthened. Nor had the “limited 
Tim[e]” already passed for the works at issue here—many of them 
works formerly denied any U. S. copyright protection—for a period of 
exclusivity must begin before it may end. Petitioners also urge that 
the Government’s position would allow Congress to legislate perpetual 
copyright terms by instituting successive “limited” terms as prior terms 
expire. But as in Eldred, such hypothetical misbehavior is far afield 
from this case. In aligning the United States with other nations bound 
by Berne, Congress can hardly be charged with a design to move 
stealthily toward a perpetual copyright regime. Pp. 318–320. 

(b) Historical practice corroborates the Court’s reading of the 
Copyright Clause to permit the protection of previously unprotected 
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works. In the Copyright Act of 1790, the First Congress protected 
works that had been freely reproducible under state copyright laws. 
Subsequent actions confirm that Congress has not understood the Copy­
right Clause to preclude protection for existing works. Several private 
bills restored the copyrights and patents of works and inventions pre­
viously in the public domain. Congress has also passed generally appli­
cable legislation granting copyrights and patents to works and inven­
tions that had lost protection. Pp. 320–324. 

(c) Petitioners also argue that § 514 fails to “promote the Progress 
of Science” as contemplated by the initial words of the Copyright Clause. 
Specifically, they claim that because § 514 affects only works already 
created, it cannot meet the Clause’s objective. The creation of new 
works, however, is not the sole way Congress may promote “Science,” 
i. e., knowledge and learning. In Eldred, this Court rejected a nearly 
identical argument, concluding that the Clause does not demand that 
each copyright provision, examined discretely, operate to induce new 
works. Rather the Clause “empowers Congress to determine the intel­
lectual property regimes that, overall, in that body’s judgment, will 
serve the ends of the Clause.” 537 U. S., at 222. Nothing in the text 
or history of the Copyright Clause, moreover, confines the “Progress of 
Science” exclusively to “incentives for creation.” Historical evidence, 
congressional practice, and this Court’s decisions, in fact, suggest that 
inducing the dissemination of existing works is an appropriate means to 
promote science. Pp. 324–326. 

(d) Considered against this backdrop, § 514 falls comfortably within 
Congress’ Copyright Clause authority. Congress had reason to believe 
that a well-functioning international copyright system would encourage 
the dissemination of existing and future works. And testimony in­
formed Congress that full compliance with Berne would expand the for­
eign markets available to U. S. authors and invigorate protection against 
piracy of U. S. works abroad, thus benefiting copyright-intensive indus­
tries stateside and inducing greater investment in the creative process. 
This Court has no warrant to reject Congress’ rational judgment that 
exemplary adherence to Berne would serve the objectives of the Copy­
right Clause. Pp. 326–327. 

2. The First Amendment does not inhibit the restoration authorized 
by § 514. Pp. 327–336. 

(a) The pathmarking Eldred decision is again instructive. There, 
the Court held that the CTEA’s enlargement of a copyright’s duration 
did not offend the First Amendment’s freedom of expression guarantee. 
Recognizing that some restriction on expression is the inherent and in­
tended effect of every grant of copyright, the Court observed that the 
Framers regarded copyright protection not simply as a limit on the man­
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ner in which expressive works may be used, but also as an “engine 
of free expression.” 537 U. S., at 219. The “traditional contours” of 
copyright protection, i. e., the “idea/expression dichotomy” and the “fair 
use” defense, moreover, serve as “built-in First Amendment accommo­
dations.” Ibid. Given the speech-protective purposes and safeguards 
embraced by copyright law, there was no call for the heightened review 
sought in Eldred. The Court reaches the same conclusion here. Sec­
tion 514 leaves undisturbed the idea/expression distinction and the fair 
use defense. Moreover, Congress adopted measures to ease the transi­
tion from a national scheme to an international copyright regime. 
Pp. 327–330. 

(b) Petitioners claim that First Amendment interests of a higher 
order are at stake because they—unlike their Eldred counterparts— 
enjoyed “vested rights” in works that had already entered the public 
domain. Their contentions depend on an argument already considered 
and rejected, namely, that the Constitution renders the public domain 
largely untouchable by Congress. Nothing in the historical record, sub­
sequent congressional practice, or this Court’s jurisprudence warrants 
exceptional First Amendment solicitude for copyrighted works that 
were once in the public domain. Congress has several times adjusted 
copyright law to protect new categories of works as well as works pre­
viously in the public domain. Section 514, moreover, does not impose 
a blanket prohibition on public access. The question is whether would-
be users of certain foreign works must pay for their desired use of the 
author’s expression, or else limit their exploitation to “fair use” of those 
works. By fully implementing Berne, Congress ensured that these 
works, like domestic and most other foreign works, would be governed 
by the same legal regime. Section 514 simply placed foreign works in 
the position they would have occupied if the current copyright regime 
had been in effect when those works were created and first published. 
Pp. 330–335. 

609 F. 3d 1076, affirmed. 

Ginsburg, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, 
C. J., and Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, and Sotomayor, JJ., joined. 
Breyer, J., filed a dissenting opinion, in which Alito, J., joined, post, 
p. 344. Kagan, J., took no part in the consideration or decision of the 
case. 

Anthony T. Falzone argued the cause for petitioners. 
With him on the briefs were Julie A. Ahrens, Daniel K. Nazer, 
Hugh Q. Gottschalk, Carolyn J. Fairless, Thomas C. Gold­
stein, Amy Howe, Kevin K. Russell, and Pamela S. Karlan. 
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Solicitor General Verrilli argued the cause for respond­
ents. With him on the brief were Assistant Attorney Gen­
eral West, Deputy Solicitor General Stewart, Melissa Arbus 
Sherry, William Kanter, and John S. Koppel.* 

Justice Ginsburg delivered the opinion of the Court. 

The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works (Berne Convention, Convention, or Berne), 
which took effect in 1886, is the principal accord governing 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the American 
Civil Liberties Union by Aden J. Fine and Steven R. Shapiro; for the 
American Library Association et al. by Corynne McSherry, Michael Bar­
clay, Jonathan Band, and Geoffrey Brigham; for the Cato Institute by 
Nicholas Quinn Rosenkranz and Ilya Shapiro; for the Conductors Guild 
et al. by Steven A. Hirsch; for Creative Commons Corp. by Lawrence 
Lessig; for the Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund by Andrew 
L. Schlafly; for Google, Inc., by David T. Goldberg and Sean H. Donahue; 
for Heartland Angels, Inc., by Michael W. Carroll; for the Information 
Society Project at Yale Law School Professors and Fellows by Priscilla J. 
Smith; for the Justice and Freedom Fund by James L. Hirsen and Debo­
rah J. Dewart; for Project Petrucci, LLC, by Charles Nesson; for Public 
Domain Interests by Jennifer M. Urban, Jeffrey P. Cunard, Peter Jaszi, 
and Pamela Samuelson; and for Public Knowledge by Gigi B. Sohn. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the American 
Bar Association by William T. Robinson III, Steven M. Lieberman, and 
June M. Besek; for the American Intellectual Property Law Association 
by Edward R. Reines and David W. Hill; for the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers et al. by Christopher A. Mohr, Paul 
Bender, and Michael R. Klipper; for the International Coalition for Copy­
right Protection by Eric M. Lieberman and David B. Goldstein; for the 
International Publishers Association et al. by Gloria C. Phares; for the 
Intellectual Property Owners Association by J. Michael Jakes, Robert D. 
Litowitz, Margaret A. Esquenet, Mary Beth Walker, Douglas K. Norman, 
and Kevin H. Rhodes; and for the Motion Picture Association of America 
by Seth P. Waxman and Randolph D. Moss. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed for the Franklin Pierce Center for 
Intellectual Property by Ann McCrackin; for Peter Decherney by 
Messrs. Carroll and Jaszi; for Daniel J. Gervais by Alan C. Friedberg; and 
for H. Tomas Gomez-Arostegui et al. by Tyler T. Ochoa and Mr. Gomez-
Arostegui, both pro se. 
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international copyright relations. Latecomer to the inter­
national copyright regime launched by Berne, the United 
States joined the Convention in 1989. To perfect U. S. im­
plementation of Berne, and as part of our response to the 
Uruguay round of multilateral trade negotiations, Congress, 
in 1994, gave works enjoying copyright protection abroad 
the same full term of protection available to U. S. works. 
Congress did so in § 514 of the Uruguay Round Agreements 
Act (URAA), which grants copyright protection to pre­
existing works of Berne member countries, protected in 
their country of origin, but lacking protection in the United 
States for any of three reasons: The United States did not 
protect works from the country of origin at the time of publi­
cation; the United States did not protect sound recordings 
fixed before 1972; or the author had failed to comply with 
U. S. statutory formalities (formalities Congress no longer 
requires as prerequisites to copyright protection). 

The URAA accords no protection to a foreign work after 
its full copyright term has expired, causing it to fall into the 
public domain, whether under the laws of the country of ori­
gin or of this country. Works encompassed by § 514 are 
granted the protection they would have enjoyed had the 
United States maintained copyright relations with the au­
thor’s country or removed formalities incompatible with 
Berne. Foreign authors, however, gain no credit for the 
protection they lacked in years prior to § 514’s enactment. 
They therefore enjoy fewer total years of exclusivity than 
do their U. S. counterparts. As a consequence of the barri­
ers to U. S. copyright protection prior to the enactment of 
§ 514, foreign works “restored” to protection by the measure 
had entered the public domain in this country. To cushion the 
impact of their placement in protected status, Congress in­
cluded in § 514 ameliorating accommodations for parties who 
had exploited affected works before the URAA was enacted. 

Petitioners include orchestra conductors, musicians, pub­
lishers, and others who formerly enjoyed free access to 
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works § 514 removed from the public domain. They main­
tain that the Constitution’s Copyright and Patent Clause, 
Art. I, § 8, cl. 8, and First Amendment both decree the inva­
lidity of § 514. Under those prescriptions of our highest law, 
petitioners assert, a work that has entered the public do­
main, for whatever reason, must forever remain there. 

In accord with the judgment of the Tenth Circuit, we con­
clude that § 514 does not transgress constitutional limitations 
on Congress’ authority. Neither the Copyright and Patent 
Clause nor the First Amendment, we hold, makes the public 
domain, in any and all cases, a territory that works may 
never exit. 

I 

A 

Members of the Berne Union agree to treat authors from 
other member countries as well as they treat their own. 
Berne Convention, Sept. 9, 1886, as revised at Stockholm on 
July 14, 1967, Arts. 1, 5(1), 828 U. N. T. S. 221, 225, 231–233. 
Nationals of a member country, as well as any author who 
publishes in one of Berne’s 164 member states, thus enjoy 
copyright protection in nations across the globe. Arts. 2(6), 
3. Each country, moreover, must afford at least the mini­
mum level of protection specified by Berne. The copyright 
term must span the author’s lifetime, plus at least 50 addi­
tional years, whether or not the author has complied with a 
member state’s legal formalities. Arts. 5(2), 7(1). And, as 
relevant here, a work must be protected abroad unless its 
copyright term has expired in either the country where pro­
tection is claimed or the country of origin. Art. 18(1)–(2).1 

1 Article 18 of the Berne Convention provides: 
“(1) This Convention shall apply to all works which, at the moment of 

its coming into force, have not yet fallen into the public domain in the 
country of origin through the expiry of the term of protection. 

“(2) If, however, through the expiry of the term of protection which 
was previously granted, a work has fallen into the public domain of the 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 302 (2012) 309 

Opinion of the Court 

A different system of transnational copyright protection 
long prevailed in this country. Until 1891, foreign works 
were categorically excluded from Copyright Act protection. 
Throughout most of the 20th century, the only eligible for­
eign authors were those whose countries granted reciprocal 
rights to U. S. authors and whose works were printed in the 
United States. See Act of Mar. 3, 1891, §§ 3, 13, 26 Stat. 
1107, 1110; Patry, The United States and International Copy­
right Law, 40 Houston L. Rev. 749, 750 (2003).2 For domes­
tic and foreign authors alike, protection hinged on compli­
ance with notice, registration, and renewal formalities. 

The United States became party to Berne’s multilateral, 
formality-free copyright regime in 1989. Initially, Congress 
adopted a “minimalist approach” to compliance with the Con­
vention. H. R. Rep. No. 100–609, p. 7 (1988) (hereinafter 
BCIA House Report). The Berne Convention Implementa­
tion Act of 1988 (BCIA), 102 Stat. 2853, made “only those 
changes to American copyright law that [were] clearly re-

country where protection is claimed, that work shall not be protected 
anew. 

“(3) The application of this principle shall be subject to any provisions 
contained in special conventions to that effect existing or to be concluded 
between countries of the Union. In the absence of such provisions, the 
respective countries shall determine, each in so far as it is concerned, the 
conditions of application of this principle. 

“(4) The preceding provisions shall also apply in the case of new acces­
sions to the Union and to cases in which protection is extended by the 
application of Article 7 or by the abandonment of reservations.” 828 
U. N. T. S. 251. 

2 As noted by the Government’s amici, the United States excluded for­
eign works from copyright not to swell the number of unprotected works 
available to the consuming public, but to favor domestic publishing in­
terests that escaped paying royalties to foreign authors. See Brief for 
International Publishers Association et al. as Amici Curiae 8–15. This 
free riding, according to Senator Jonathan Chace, champion of the 1891 
Act, made the United States “the Barbary coast of literature” and its peo­
ple “the buccaneers of books.” S. Rep. No. 622, 50th Cong., 1st Sess., 
2 (1888). 
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quired under the treaty’s provisions,” BCIA House Report, 
at 7. Despite Berne’s instruction that member countries— 
including “new accessions to the Union”—protect foreign 
works under copyright in the country of origin, Art. 18(1) 
and (4), 828 U. N. T. S., at 251, the BCIA accorded no protec­
tion for “any work that is in the public domain in the United 
States,” § 12, 102 Stat. 2860. Protection of future foreign 
works, the BCIA indicated, satisfied Article 18. See § 2(3), 
102 Stat. 2853 (“The amendments made by this Act, together 
with the law as it exists on the date of the enactment of this 
Act, satisfy the obligations of the United States in adhering 
to the Berne Convention . . . .”). Congress indicated, how­
ever, that it had not definitively rejected “retroactive” pro­
tection for pre-existing foreign works; instead it had punted 
on this issue of Berne’s implementation, deferring consid­
eration until “a more thorough examination of Constitu­
tional, commercial, and consumer considerations is possible.” 
BCIA House Report, at 51, 52.3 

3 See also S. Rep. No. 103–412, p. 225 (1994) (“While the United States 
declared its compliance with the Berne Convention in 1989, it never ad­
dressed or enacted legislation to implement Article 18 of the Conven­
tion.”); Memorandum from Chris Schroeder, Counselor to the Assistant 
Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel, Dept. of Justice (DOJ), to Ira 
S. Shapiro, General Counsel, Office of the U. S. Trade Representative (July 
29, 1994), in W. Patry, Copyright and the GATT, p. C–15 (1995) (“At the 
time Congress was debating the BCIA, it reserved the issue of removing 
works from the public domain.”); General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT): Intellectual Property Provisions, Joint Hearing before the Sub­
committee on Intellectual Property and Judicial Administration of the 
House Committee on the Judiciary and the Subcommittee on Patents, 
Copyrights and Trademarks of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, 
103d Cong., 2d Sess., 120 (1994) (URAA Joint Hearing) (app. to statement 
of Bruce A. Lehman, Assistant Secretary of Commerce and Commissioner 
of Patents and Trademarks (Commerce Dept.) (“When the United States 
adhered to the Berne Convention, Congress . . . acknowledged that the 
possibility of restoring copyright protection for foreign works that had 
fallen into the public domain in the United States for failure to comply 
with formalities was an issue that merited further discussion.”)). 
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The minimalist approach essayed by the United States did 
not sit well with other Berne members.4 While negotiations 
were ongoing over the North American Free Trade Agree­
ment (NAFTA), Mexican authorities complained about the 
United States’ refusal to grant protection, in accord with Ar­
ticle 18, to Mexican works that remained under copyright 
domestically. See Intellectual Property and International 
Issues, Hearings before the Subcommittee on Intellectual 
Property and Judicial Administration, House Committee on 
the Judiciary, 102d Cong., 1st Sess., 168 (1991) (statement of 
Ralph Oman, U. S. Register of Copyrights).5 The Register 
of Copyrights also reported “questions” from Turkey, Egypt, 
and Austria. Ibid. Thailand and Russia balked at protect­

4 The dissent implicitly agrees that, whatever tentative conclusion Con­
gress reached in 1988, Article 18 requires the United States to “protect 
the foreign works at issue,” at least absent a special convention the United 
States did not here negotiate. Post, at 365. See also post, at 366 (citing 
Gervais, Golan v. Holder: A Look at the Constraints Imposed by the 
Berne Convention, 64 Vand. L. Rev. En Banc 147, 151–152 (2011)); id., at 
152 (“[T]he Convention clearly requires that some level of protection be 
given to foreign authors whose works have entered the public domain 
(other than by expiration of previous copyright).”). Accord S. Ricketson, 
The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works 
1886–1986, p. 675 (1987) (“There is no basis on which [protection of existing 
works under Article 18] can be completely denied. The conditions and 
reservations,” authorized by Article 18(3) (and stressed by the dissent, 
post, at 366–367), are of “limited” and “transitional” duration and “would 
not be permitted to deny [protection] altogether in relation to a particular 
class . . . of works.”). 

5 NAFTA ultimately included a limited retroactivity provision—a pre­
cursor to § 514 of the URAA—granting U. S. copyright protection to cer­
tain Mexican and Canadian films. These films had fallen into the public 
domain, between 1978 and 1988, for failure to meet U. S. notice require­
ments. See North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act, 
§ 334, 107 Stat. 2115; Brief for Franklin Pierce Center for Intellectual 
Property as Amicus Curiae 14–16. One year later, Congress replaced 
this provision with the version of 17 U. S. C. § 104A at issue here. See 3 
M. Nimmer & D. Nimmer, Copyright § 9A.03, 9A.04, pp. 9A–17, 9A–22 
(2011) (hereinafter Nimmer). 
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ing U. S. works, copyrighted here but in those countries’ 
public domains, until the United States reciprocated with re­
spect to their authors’ works. URAA Joint Hearing 137 
(statement of Ira S. Shapiro, General Counsel, Office of the 
U. S. Trade Representative (USTR)); id., at 208 (statement 
of Professor Shira Perlmutter); id., at 291 (statement of 
Jason S. Berman, Recording Industry Association of Amer­
ica (RIAA)).6 

Berne, however, did not provide a potent enforcement 
mechanism. The Convention contemplates dispute resolu­
tion before the International Court of Justice. Art. 33(1). 
But it specifies no sanctions for noncompliance and allows 
parties, at any time, to declare themselves “not . . . bound” 
by the Convention’s dispute resolution provision. Art. 
33(2)–(3), 828 U. N. T. S., at 277. Unsurprisingly, no enforce­
ment actions were launched before 1994. D. Gervais, The 
TRIPS Agreement 213, and n. 134 (3d ed. 2008). Although 
“several Berne Union Members disagreed with [our] inter­
pretation of Article 18,” the USTR told Congress, the Berne 
Convention did “not provide a meaningful dispute resolution 
process.” URAA Joint Hearing 137 (statement of Shapiro). 
This shortcoming left Congress “free to adopt a minimalist 
approach and evade Article 18.” Karp, Final Report, Berne 
Article 18 Study on Retroactive United States Copyright 
Protection for Berne and other Works, 20 Colum.-VLA 
J. L. & Arts 157, 172 (1996). 

The landscape changed in 1994. The Uruguay round of 
multilateral trade negotiations produced the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) and the Agreement on Trade-Related 

6 This tension between the United States and its new Berne counter-
parties calls into question the dissent’s assertion that, despite the 1988 
Act’s minimalist approach, “[t]he United States obtained the benefits of 
Berne for many years.” Post, at 365. During this six-year period, Con­
gress had reason to doubt that U. S. authors enjoyed the full benefits of 
Berne membership. 
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Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).7 The 
United States joined both. TRIPS mandates, on pain of 
WTO enforcement, implementation of Berne’s first 21 arti­
cles. TRIPS, Art. 9.1, 33 I. L. M. 1197, 1201 (requiring ad­
herence to all but the “moral rights” provisions of Article 
6bis). The WTO gave teeth to the Convention’s require­
ments: Noncompliance with a WTO ruling could subject 
member countries to tariffs or cross-sector retaliation. See 
Gervais, supra, at 213; 7 W. Patry, Copyright § 24:1, pp. 24– 
8 to 24–9 (2011). The specter of WTO enforcement proceed­
ings bolstered the credibility of our trading partners’ threats 
to challenge the United States for inadequate compliance 
with Article 18. See URAA Joint Hearing 137 (statement 
of Shapiro, USTR) (“It is likely that other WTO members 
would challenge the current U. S. implementation of Berne 
Article 18 under [WTO] procedures.”).8 

Congress’ response to the Uruguay agreements put to rest 
any questions concerning U. S. compliance with Article 18. 
Section 514 of the URAA, 108 Stat. 4976 (codified at 17 
U. S. C. § 104A, 109(a)),9 extended copyright to works that 

7 Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization, 
Apr. 15, 1994, 1867 U. N. T. S. 154. 

8 Proponents of prompt congressional action urged that avoiding a trade 
enforcement proceeding—potentially the WTO’s first—would be instru­
mental in preserving the United States’ “reputation as a world leader in 
the copyright field.” URAA Joint Hearing 241 (statement of Eric Smith, 
International Intellectual Property Alliance (IIPA)). In this regard, U. S. 
negotiators reported that widespread perception of U. S. noncompliance 
was undermining our leverage in copyright negotiations. Unimpeachable 
adherence to Berne, Congress was told, would help ensure enhanced for­
eign protection, and hence profitable dissemination, for existing and future 
U. S. works. See id., at 120 (app. to statement of Lehman, Commerce 
Dept.) (“Clearly, providing for [retroactive] protection for existing works 
in our own law will improve our position in future negotiations.”); id., at 
268 (statement of Berman, RIAA). 

9 Title 17 U. S. C. § 104A is reproduced in full in an appendix to this 
opinion. 
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garnered protection in their countries of origin,10 but had 
no right to exclusivity in the United States for any of 
three reasons: lack of copyright relations between the coun­
try of origin and the United States at the time of publica­
tion; lack of subject-matter protection for sound recordings 
fixed before 1972; and failure to comply with U. S. statu­
tory formalities (e. g., failure to provide notice of copy­
right status, or to register and renew a copyright). See 
§ 104A(h)(6)(B)–(C).11 

10 Works from most, but not all, foreign countries are eligible for protec­
tion under § 514. The provision covers only works that have “at least one 
author or rightholder who was, at the time the work was created, a na­
tional or domiciliary of an eligible country.” 17 U. S. C. § 104A(h)(6)(D). 
An “eligible country” includes any “nation, other than the United States, 
that—(A) becomes a WTO member country after the date of the enact­
ment of the [URAA]; [or] (B) on such date of enactment is, or after such 
date of enactment becomes, a nation adhering to the Berne Convention.” 
§ 104A(h)(3). As noted above, see supra, at 308, 164 countries adhere to 
the Berne Convention. World Intellectual Property Organization, Con­
tracting Parties: Berne Convention, www.wipo.int/treaties (as visited Jan. 
13, 2012, and in Clerk of Court’s case file). 

11 From the first Copyright Act until late in the 20th century, Congress 
conditioned copyright protection on compliance with certain statutory for­
malities. The most notable required an author to register her work, 
renew that registration, and affix to published copies notice of copyrighted 
status. The formalities drew criticism as a trap for the unwary. See, 
e. g., 2 Nimmer § 7.01[A], at 7–8; Doyle, Cary, McCannon, & Ringer, Notice 
of Copyright, Study No. 7, p. 46 (1957), reprinted in 1 Studies on Copyright 
229, 272 (1963). 

In 1976, Congress eliminated the registration renewal requirement for 
future works. Copyright Act of 1976, §§ 302, 408, 90 Stat. 2572, 2580. In 
1988, it repealed the mandatory notice prerequisite. BCIA § 7, 102 Stat. 
2857. And in 1992, Congress made renewal automatic for works still in 
their first term of protection. Copyright Amendments Act of 1992, 106 
Stat. 264–266. The Copyright Act retains, however, incentives for au­
thors to register their works and provide notice of the works’ copyrighted 
status. See, e. g., 17 U. S. C. § 405(b) (precluding actual and statutory 
damages against “innocent infringers” of a work that lacked notice of copy­
righted status); § 411(a) (requiring registration of U. S. “work[s],” but not 
foreign works, before an owner may sue for infringement). The revisions 
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Works that have fallen into the public domain after the 
expiration of a full copyright term—either in the United 
States or the country of origin—receive no further protec­
tion under § 514. Ibid.12 Copyrights “restored” 13 under 
URAA § 514 “subsist for the remainder of the term of copy­
right that the work would have otherwise been granted . . . if 
the work never entered the public domain.” § 104A(a)(1)(B). 
Prospectively, restoration places foreign works on an equal 
footing with their U. S. counterparts; assuming a foreign and 
domestic author died the same day, their works will enter 
the public domain simultaneously. See § 302(a) (copyrights 
generally expire 70 years after the author’s death). Re­
stored works, however, receive no compensatory time for the 
period of exclusivity they would have enjoyed before § 514’s 
enactment, had they been protected at the outset in the 
United States. Their total term, therefore, falls short of 
that available to similarly situated U. S. works. 

The URAA’s disturbance of the public domain hardly es­
caped Congress’ attention. Section 514 imposed no liability 
for any use of foreign works occurring before restoration. 
In addition, anyone remained free to copy and use restored 

successively made accord with Berne Convention Article 5(2), which pro­
scribes application of copyright formalities to foreign authors. Berne, 
however, affords domestic authors no escape from domestic formalities. 
See Art. 5(3) (protection within country of origin is a matter of domes­
tic law). 

12 Title 17 U. S. C. § 104A(h)(6)(B) defines a “restored work” to exclude 
“an original work of authorship” that is “in the public domain in its source 
country through expiration of [its] term of protection.” This provision 
tracks Berne’s denial of protection for any work that has “fallen into the 
public domain in the country of origin through the expiry of the term of 
protection.” Art. 18(1), 828 U. N. T. S., at 251. 

13 Restoration is a misnomer insofar as it implies that all works pro­
tected under § 104A previously enjoyed protection. Each work in the 
public domain because of lack of national eligibility or subject-matter pro­
tection, and many that failed to comply with formalities, never enjoyed 
U. S. copyright protection. See, e. g., 3 Nimmer § 9A.04[A][1][b][iii], at 
9A–26, and n. 29.4. 
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works for one year following § 514’s enactment. See 17 
U. S. C. § 104A(h)(2)(A). Concerns about § 514’s compatibil­
ity with the Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause led Congress 
to include additional protections for “reliance parties”— 
those who had, before the URAA’s enactment, used or ac­
quired a foreign work then in the public domain. See 
§ 104A(h)(3)–(4).14 Reliance parties may continue to exploit 
a restored work until the owner of the restored copyright 
gives notice of intent to enforce—either by filing with the 
U. S. Copyright Office within two years of restoration, or by 
actually notifying the reliance party. § 104A(c), (d)(2)(A)(i), 
and (B)(i). After that, reliance parties may continue to 
exploit existing copies for a grace period of one year. 
§ 104A(d)(2)(A)(ii) and (B)(ii). Finally, anyone who, before 
the URAA’s enactment, created a “derivative work” based 
on a restored work may indefinitely exploit the derivation 
upon payment to the copyright holder of “reasonable com­
pensation,” to be set by a district judge if the parties cannot 
agree. § 104A(d)(3). 

B 

In 2001, petitioners filed this lawsuit challenging § 514. 
They maintain that Congress, when it passed the URAA, 
exceeded its authority under the Copyright Clause and 
transgressed First Amendment limitations.15 The District 

14 A reliance party must have used the work in a manner that would 
constitute infringement had a valid copyright been in effect. See 
§ 104A(h)(4)(A). After restoration, the reliance party is limited to her 
previous uses. A performer of a restored work, for example, cannot, 
post-restoration, venture to sell copies of the script. See 3 Nimmer 
§ 9A.04[C][1][a], at 9A–45 to 9A–46. 

15 Petitioners’ complaint also challenged the constitutionality of the 
Copyright Term Extension Act, 112 Stat. 2827, which added 20 years to 
the duration of existing and future copyrights. After this Court rejected 
a similar challenge in Eldred v. Ashcroft, 537 U. S. 186 (2003), the District 
Court dismissed this portion of petitioners’ suit on the pleadings, Golan v. 
Ashcroft, 310 F. Supp. 2d 1215 (D Colo. 2004). The Tenth Circuit af­
firmed, Golan v. Gonzales, 501 F. 3d 1179 (2007), and petitioners do not 
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Court granted the Attorney General’s motion for summary 
judgment. Golan v. Gonzales, No. Civ. 01–B–1854, 2005 WL 
914754 (D Colo., Apr. 20, 2005). In rejecting petitioners’ 
Copyright Clause argument, the court stated that Congress 
“has historically demonstrated little compunction about re­
moving copyrightable materials from the public domain.” 
Id., at *14. The court next declined to part from “the set­
tled rule that private censorship via copyright enforcement 
does not implicate First Amendment concerns.” Id., at *17. 

The Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit affirmed in 
part. Golan v. Gonzales, 501 F. 3d 1179 (2007). The public 
domain, it agreed, was not a “threshold that Congress” was 
powerless to “traverse in both directions.” Id., at 1187 (in­
ternal quotations marks omitted). But § 514, as the Court 
of Appeals read our decision in Eldred v. Ashcroft, 537 
U. S. 186 (2003), required further First Amendment inspec­
tion, 501 F. 3d, at 1187. The measure “ ‘altered the tra­
ditional contours of copyright protection,’ ” the court said— 
specifically, the “bedrock principle” that once works enter 
the public domain, they do not leave. Ibid. (quoting Eldred, 
537 U. S., at 221). The case was remanded with an instruc­
tion to the District Court to address the First Amendment 
claim in light of the Tenth Circuit’s opinion. 

On remand, the District Court’s starting premise was un­
contested: Section 514 does not regulate speech on the basis 
of its content; therefore the law would be upheld if “narrowly 
tailored to serve a significant government interest.” 611 
F. Supp. 2d 1165, 1170–1171 (Colo. 2009) (quoting Ward v. 
Rock Against Racism, 491 U. S. 781, 791 (1989)). Summary 
judgment was due petitioners, the court concluded, because 
§ 514’s constriction of the public domain was not justified by 
any of the asserted federal interests: compliance with Berne, 

attempt to revive that claim in this Court, Pet. for Cert. 7, n. 2. Neither 
have petitioners challenged the District Court’s entry of summary judg­
ment for the Government on the claim that § 514 violates the substantive 
component of the Due Process Clause. 
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securing greater protection for U. S. authors abroad, or re­
mediation of the inequitable treatment suffered by foreign 
authors whose works lacked protection in the United States. 
611 F. Supp. 2d, at 1172–1177. 

The Tenth Circuit reversed. Deferring to Congress’ pre­
dictive judgments in matters relating to foreign affairs, the 
appellate court held that § 514 survived First Amendment 
scrutiny. Specifically, the court determined that the law 
was narrowly tailored to fit the important government aim 
of protecting U. S. copyright holders’ interests abroad. 609 
F. 3d 1076 (2010). 

We granted certiorari to consider petitioners’ challenge to 
§ 514 under both the Copyright Clause and the First Amend­
ment, 562 U. S. 1270 (2011), and now affirm. 

II 

We first address petitioners’ argument that Congress 
lacked authority, under the Copyright Clause, to enact § 514. 
The Constitution states that “Congress shall have Power . . . 
[t]o promote the Progress of Science . . . by securing for lim­
ited Times to Authors . . . the exclusive Right to their . . . 
Writings.” Art. I, § 8, cl. 8. Petitioners find in this grant 
of authority an impenetrable barrier to the extension of 
copyright protection to authors whose writings, for whatever 
reason, are in the public domain. We see no such barrier 
in the text of the Copyright Clause, historical practice, or 
our precedents. 

A 

The text of the Copyright Clause does not exclude applica­
tion of copyright protection to works in the public domain. 
Symposium, Congressional Power and Limitations Inherent 
in the Copyright Clause, 30 Colum. J. L. & Arts 259, 266 
(2007). Petitioners’ contrary argument relies primarily on 
the Constitution’s confinement of a copyright’s lifespan to a 
“limited Tim[e].” “Removing works from the public do­
main,” they contend, “violates the ‘limited [t]imes’ restriction 
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by turning a fixed and predictable period into one that can 
be reset or resurrected at any time, even after it expires.” 
Brief for Petitioners 22. 

Our decision in Eldred is largely dispositive of petitioners’ 
limited-time argument. There we addressed the question 
whether Congress violated the Copyright Clause when it ex­
tended, by 20 years, the terms of existing copyrights. 537 
U. S., at 192–193 (upholding Copyright Term Extension Act 
(CTEA)). Ruling that Congress acted within constitutional 
bounds, we declined to infer from the text of the Copyright 
Clause “the command that a time prescription, once set, 
becomes forever ‘fixed’ or ‘inalterable.’ ” Id., at 199. “The 
word ‘limited,’ ” we observed, “does not convey a meaning so 
constricted.” Ibid. Rather, the term is best understood to 
mean “confine[d] within certain bounds,” “restrain[ed],” or 
“circumscribed.” Ibid. (internal quotation marks omitted). 
The construction petitioners tender closely resembles the 
definition rejected in Eldred and is similarly infirm. 

The terms afforded works restored by § 514 are no less 
“limited” than those the CTEA lengthened. In light of El­
dred, petitioners do not here contend that the term Congress 
has granted U. S. authors—their lifetimes, plus 70 years— 
is unlimited. See 17 U. S. C. § 302(a). Nor do petitioners 
explain why terms of the same duration, as applied to foreign 
works, are not equally “circumscribed” and “confined.” See 
Eldred, 537 U. S., at 199. Indeed, as earlier noted, see 
supra, at 307, 315, the copyrights of restored foreign works 
typically last for fewer years than those of their domestic 
counterparts. 

The difference, petitioners say, is that the limited time had 
already passed for works in the public domain. What was 
that limited term for foreign works once excluded from U. S. 
copyright protection? Exactly “zero,” petitioners respond. 
Brief for Petitioners 22 (works in question “received a spe­
cific term of protection . . . sometimes expressly set to zero”; 
“at the end of that period,” they “entered the public do­
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main”); Tr. of Oral Arg. 52 (by “refusing to provide any pro­
tection for a work,” Congress “set[s] the term at zero,” and 
thereby “tell[s] us when the end has come”). We find scant 
sense in this argument, for surely a “limited time” of exclu­
sivity must begin before it may end.16 

Carried to its logical conclusion, petitioners persist, the 
Government’s position would allow Congress to institute a 
second “limited” term after the first expires, a third after 
that, and so on. Thus, as long as Congress legislated in in­
stallments, perpetual copyright terms would be achievable. 
As in Eldred, the hypothetical legislative misbehavior peti­
tioners posit is far afield from the case before us. See 537 
U. S., at 198–200, 209–210. In aligning the United States 
with other nations bound by the Berne Convention, and 
thereby according equitable treatment to once disfavored 
foreign authors, Congress can hardly be charged with a 
design to move stealthily toward a regime of perpetual 
copyrights. 

B 

Historical practice corroborates our reading of the Copy­
right Clause to permit full U. S. compliance with Berne. 
Undoubtedly, federal copyright legislation generally has not 
affected works in the public domain. Section 514’s disturb­
ance of that domain, petitioners argue, distinguishes their 
suit from Eldred’s. In adopting the CTEA, petitioners note, 
Congress acted in accord with “an unbroken congressional 
practice” of granting preexpiration term extensions, 537 
U. S., at 200. No comparable practice, they maintain, sup­
ports § 514. 

On occasion, however, Congress has seen fit to protect 
works once freely available. Notably, the Copyright Act 
of 1790 granted protection to many works previously in 
the public domain. Act of May 31, 1790 (1790 Act), § 1, 1 

16 Cf. 3 Nimmer § 9A.02[A][2], at 9A–11, n. 28 (“[I]t stretches the lan­
guage of the Berne Convention past the breaking point to posit that fol­
lowing ‘expiry of the zero term’ the . . . work need not be resurrected.”). 
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Stat. 124 (covering “any map, chart, book, or books already 
printed within these United States”). Before the Act 
launched a uniform national system, three States provided 
no statutory copyright protection at all.17 Of those that did 
afford some protection, seven failed to protect maps; 18 eight 
did not cover previously published books;19 and all ten denied 
protection to works that failed to comply with formalities.20 

The First Congress, it thus appears, did not view the public 
domain as inviolate. As we have recognized, the “construc­
tion placed upon the Constitution by [the drafters of] the 
first [copyright] act of 1790, and the act of 1802 . . . men who 
were contemporary with [the Constitution’s] formation, many 
of whom were members of the convention which framed it, 
is of itself entitled to very great weight.” Burrow-Giles 
Lithographic Co. v. Sarony, 111 U. S. 53, 57 (1884).21 

17 See B. Bugbee, Genesis of American Patent and Copyright Law 123– 
124 (1967) (hereinafter Bugbee) (Delaware, Maryland, and Pennsylvania). 

18 See 1783 Mass. Acts p. 236; 1783 N. J. Laws p. 47; 1783 N. H. Laws 
p. 521; 1783 R. I. Laws pp. 6–7; 1784 S. C. Acts p. 49; 1785 Va. Acts ch. VI; 
1786 N. Y. Laws p. 298. 

19 1783 Conn. Pub. Acts p. 617; 1783 N. J. Laws p. 47; 1785 N. C. Laws 
p. 563; 1786 Ga. Laws p. 323. In four States, copyright enforcement was 
restricted to works “not yet printed” or “hereinafter published.” 1783 
Mass. Acts p. 236; 1783 N. H. Laws p. 521; 1783 R. I. Laws pp. 6–7; 1784 
S. C. Acts p. 49. 

20 See Bugbee 109–123. 
21 The parties debate the extent to which the First Congress removed 

works from the public domain. We have held, however, that at least 
some works protected by the 1790 Act previously lacked protection. In 
Wheaton v. Peters, 8 Pet. 591 (1834), the Court ruled that before enact­
ment of the 1790 Act, common-law copyright protection expired upon first 
publication. Id., at 657, 663. Thus published works covered by the 1790 
Act previously would have been in the public domain unless protected by 
state statute. Had the founding generation perceived the constitutional 
boundary petitioners advance today, the First Congress could have de­
signed a prospective scheme that left the public domain undisturbed. Ac­
cord Luck’s Music Library, Inc. v. Gonzales, 407 F. 3d 1262, 1265 (CADC 
2005) (Section 514 does not offend the Copyright Clause because, inter 
alia, “evidence from the First Congress,” as confirmed by Wheaton, 
“points toward constitutionality.”). 
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Subsequent actions confirm that Congress has not under­
stood the Copyright Clause to preclude protection for exist­
ing works. Several private bills restored the copyrights of 
works that previously had been in the public domain. See 
Act of Feb. 19, 1849 (Corson Act), ch. 57, 9 Stat. 763; Act of 
June 23, 1874 (Helmuth Act), ch. 534, 18 Stat. 618; Act of 
Feb. 17, 1898 (Jones Act), ch. 29, 30 Stat. 1396. These bills 
were unchallenged in court. 

Analogous patent statutes, however, were upheld in litiga­
tion.22 In 1808, Congress passed a private bill restoring pat­
ent protection to Oliver Evans’ flour mill. When Evans sued 
for infringement, first Chief Justice Marshall in the Circuit 
Court, Evans v. Jordan, 8 F. Cas. 872 (No. 4,564) (Va. 1813), 
and then Justice Bushrod Washington for this Court, Evans 
v. Jordan, 9 Cranch 199 (1815), upheld the restored patent’s 
validity. After the patent’s expiration, the Court said, “a 
general right to use [Evans’] discovery was not so vested in 
the public” as to allow the defendant to continue using the 
machinery, which he had constructed between the patent’s 
expiration and the bill’s passage. Id., at 202. See also 
Blanchard v. Sprague, 3 F. Cas. 648, 650 (No. 1,518) (CC 
Mass. 1839) (Story, J.) (“I never have entertained any doubt 
of the constitutional authority of congress” to “give a patent 
for an invention, which . . . was in public use and enjoyed by 
the community at the time of the passage of the act.”). 

This Court again upheld Congress’ restoration of an inven­
tion to protected status in McClurg v. Kingsland, 1 How. 202 
(1843). There we enforced an 1839 amendment that recog­
nized a patent on an invention despite its prior use by the 
inventor’s employer. Absent such dispensation, the employ­
er’s use would have rendered the invention unpatentable, 

22 Here, as in Eldred, “[b]ecause the Clause empowering Congress to 
confer copyrights also authorizes patents, congressional practice with re­
spect to patents informs our inquiry.” 537 U. S., at 201. 
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and therefore open to exploitation without the inventor’s 
leave. Id., at 206–209. 

Congress has also passed generally applicable legislation 
granting patents and copyrights to inventions and works 
that had lost protection. An 1832 statute authorized a new 
patent for any inventor whose failure, “by inadvertence, acci­
dent, or mistake,” to comply with statutory formalities ren­
dered the original patent “invalid or inoperative.” Act of 
July 3, § 3, 4 Stat. 559. An 1893 measure similarly allowed 
authors who had not timely deposited their work to receive 
“all the rights and privileges” the Copyright Act affords, if 
they made the required deposit by March 1, 1893. Act of 
Mar. 3, ch. 215, 27 Stat. 743.23 And in 1919 and 1941, Con­
gress authorized the President to issue proclamations grant­
ing protection to foreign works that had fallen into the public 
domain during World Wars I and II. See Act of Dec. 18, 
1919, ch. 11, 41 Stat. 368; Act of Sept. 25, 1941, ch. 421, 55 
Stat. 732.24 

Pointing to dictum in Graham v. John Deere Co. of Kan­
sas City, 383 U. S. 1 (1966), petitioners would have us look 
past this history. In Graham, we stated that “Congress 
may not authorize the issuance of patents whose effects are 

23 Section 514 is in line with these measures; like them, it accords protec­
tion to works that had lapsed into the public domain because of failure to 
comply with U. S. statutory formalities. See supra, at 314, and n. 11. 

24 Legislation of this order, petitioners argue, is best understood as an 
exercise of Congress’ power to remedy excusable neglect. Even so, the 
remedy sheltered creations that, absent congressional action, would have 
been open to free exploitation. Such action, according to petitioners’ 
dominant argument, see supra, at 318–320, is ever and always impermissi­
ble. Accord Luck’s Music Library, 407 F. 3d, at 1265–1266 (“Plaintiffs 
urge that [the 1790 Act and the wartime legislation] simply extended the 
time limits for filing and [did] not purport to modify the prohibition on 
removing works from the public domain. But to the extent that potential 
copyright holders failed to satisfy procedural requirements, such works”— 
like those protected by § 514—“would necessarily have already entered 
the public domain . . . .”). 
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to remove existent knowledge from the public domain, or to 
restrict free access to materials already available.” Id., at 
6; post, at 358. But as we explained in Eldred, this passage 
did not speak to the constitutional limits on Congress’ copy­
right and patent authority. Rather, it “addressed an inven­
tion’s very eligibility for patent protection.” 537 U. S., at 
202, n. 7. 

Installing a federal copyright system and ameliorating the 
interruptions of global war, it is true, presented Congress 
with extraordinary situations. Yet the TRIPS accord, lead­
ing the United States to comply in full measure with Berne, 
was also a signal event. See supra, at 312–313; cf. Eldred, 
537 U. S., at 259, 264–265 (Breyer, J., dissenting) (acknowl­
edging importance of international uniformity advanced by 
U. S. efforts to conform to the Berne Convention). Given 
the authority we hold Congress has, we will not second-guess 
the political choice Congress made between leaving the pub­
lic domain untouched and embracing Berne unstintingly. 
Cf. id., at 212–213. 

C 

Petitioners’ ultimate argument as to the Copyright and 
Patent Clause concerns its initial words. Congress is em­
powered to “promote the Progress of Science and useful 
Arts” by enacting systems of copyright and patent protec­
tion. U. S. Const., Art. I, § 8, cl. 8. Perhaps counterintu­
itively for the contemporary reader, Congress’ copyright 
authority is tied to the progress of science; its patent author­
ity, to the progress of the useful arts. See Graham, 383 
U. S., at 5, and n. 1; Evans, 8 F. Cas., at 873 (Marshall, J.). 

The “Progress of Science,” petitioners acknowledge, refers 
broadly to “the creation and spread of knowledge and learn­
ing.” Brief for Petitioners 21; accord post, at 344–345. 
They nevertheless argue that federal legislation cannot 
serve the Clause’s aim unless the legislation “spur[s] the cre­
ation of . . . new works.” Brief for Petitioners 24; accord 
post, at 345, 351, 360. Because § 514 deals solely with works 
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already created, petitioners urge, it “provides no plausible 
incentive to create new works” and is therefore invalid. 
Reply Brief 4.25 

The creation of at least one new work, however, is not the 
sole way Congress may promote knowledge and learning. 
In Eldred, we rejected an argument nearly identical to the 
one petitioners rehearse. The Eldred petitioners urged that 
the “CTEA’s extension of existing copyrights categorically 
fails to ‘promote the Progress of Science,’ . . . because it does 
not stimulate the creation of new works.” 537 U. S., at 211– 
212. In response to this argument, we held that the Copy­
right Clause does not demand that each copyright provision, 
examined discretely, operate to induce new works. Rather, 
we explained, the Clause “empowers Congress to determine 
the intellectual property regimes that, overall, in that body’s 
judgment, will serve the ends of the Clause.” Id., at 222. 
And those permissible ends, we held, extended beyond the 
creation of new works. See id., at 205–206 (rejecting the 
notion that “ ‘the only way to promote the progress of science 
[is] to provide incentives to create new works’ ” (quoting 
Perlmutter, Participation in the International Copyright 
System as a Means To Promote the Progress of Science and 
Useful Arts, 36 Loyola (LA) L. Rev. 323, 332 (2002))).26 

Even were we writing on a clean slate, petitioners’ argu­
ment would be unavailing. Nothing in the text of the Copy­

25 But see Brief for Motion Picture Association of America as Amicus 
Curiae 27 (observing that income from existing works can finance the 
creation and publication of new works); Eldred, 537 U. S., at 208, n. 15 
(noting that Noah Webster “supported his entire family from the earnings 
on his speller and grammar during the twenty years he took to complete 
his dictionary” (internal quotation marks omitted)). 

26 The dissent also suggests, more tentatively, that at least where copy­
right legislation extends protection to works previously in the public do­
main, Congress must counterbalance that restriction with new incentives 
to create. Post, at 351. Even assuming the public domain were a cate­
gory of constitutional significance, contra supra, at 318–324, we would not 
understand “the Progress of Science” to have this contingent meaning. 
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right Clause confines the “Progress of Science” exclusively 
to “incentives for creation.” Id., at 324, n. 5 (internal quota­
tion marks omitted). Evidence from the founding, more­
over, suggests that inducing dissemination—as opposed to 
creation—was viewed as an appropriate means to promote 
science. See Nachbar, Constructing Copyright’s Mythology, 
6 Green Bag 2d 37, 44 (2002) (“The scope of copyright protec­
tion existing at the time of the framing,” trained as it was 
on “publication, not creation,” “is inconsistent with claims 
that copyright must promote creative activity in order to be 
valid.” (internal quotation marks omitted)). Until 1976, in 
fact, Congress made “federal copyright contingent on publi­
cation[,] [thereby] providing incentives not primarily for cre­
ation,” but for dissemination. Perlmutter, supra, at 324, 
n. 5. Our decisions correspondingly recognize that “copy­
right supplies the economic incentive to create and dissemi­
nate ideas.” Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc. v. Nation 
Enterprises, 471 U. S. 539, 558 (1985) (emphasis added). See 
also Eldred, 537 U. S., at 206.27 

Considered against this backdrop, § 514 falls comfortably 
within Congress’ authority under the Copyright Clause. 
Congress rationally could have concluded that adherence to 
Berne “promotes the diffusion of knowledge,” Brief for Peti­
tioners 4. A well-functioning international copyright sys­
tem would likely encourage the dissemination of existing and 
future works. See URAA Joint Hearing 189 (statement of 
Professor Perlmutter). Full compliance with Berne, Con­
gress had reason to believe, would expand the foreign mar­
kets available to U. S. authors and invigorate protection 
against piracy of U. S. works abroad, S. Rep. No. 103–412, 
pp. 224, 225 (1994); URAA Joint Hearing 291 (statement of 
Berman, RIAA); id., at 244, 247 (statement of Smith, IIPA), 

27 That the same economic incentives might also induce the dissemina­
tion of futons, fruit, or Bibles, see post, at 363, is no answer to this evidence 
that legislation furthering the dissemination of literary property has long 
been thought a legitimate way to “promote the Progress of Science.” 
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thereby benefiting copyright-intensive industries stateside 
and inducing greater investment in the creative process. 

The provision of incentives for the creation of new works 
is surely an essential means to advance the spread of knowl­
edge and learning. We hold, however, that it is not the sole 
means Congress may use “[t]o promote the Progress of Sci­
ence.” See Perlmutter, supra, at 332 (United States would 
“lose all flexibility” were the provision of incentives to create 
the exclusive way to promote the progress of science).28 

Congress determined that exemplary adherence to Berne 
would serve the objectives of the Copyright Clause. We 
have no warrant to reject the rational judgment Congress 
made. 

III 

A 

We next explain why the First Amendment does not in­
hibit the restoration authorized by § 514. To do so, we first 
recapitulate the relevant part of our pathmarking decision in 
Eldred. The petitioners in Eldred, like those here, argued 
that Congress had violated not only the “limited Times” 
prescription of the Copyright Clause. In addition, and inde­
pendently, the Eldred petitioners charged, Congress had 
offended the First Amendment’s freedom of expression guar­
antee. The CTEA’s 20-year enlargement of a copyright’s 
duration, we held in Eldred, offended neither provision. 

Concerning the First Amendment, we recognized that 
some restriction on expression is the inherent and intended 

28 The dissent suggests that the “utilitarian view of copyrigh[t]” em­
braced by Jefferson, Madison, and our case law sets us apart from conti­
nental Europe and inhibits us from harmonizing our copyright laws with 
those of countries in the civil-law tradition. See post, at 348–349, 365. 
For persuasive refutation of that suggestion, see Austin, Does the Copy­
right Clause Mandate Isolationism? 26 Colum. J. L. & Arts 17, 59 (2002) 
(cautioning against “an isolationist reading of the Copyright Clause that 
is in tension with . . . America’s international copyright relations over the 
last hundred or so years”). 
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effect of every grant of copyright. Noting that the “Copy­
right Clause and the First Amendment were adopted close 
in time,” 537 U. S., at 219, we observed that the Framers 
regarded copyright protection not simply as a limit on the 
manner in which expressive works may be used. They also 
saw copyright as an “engine of free expression[:] By estab­
lishing a marketable right to the use of one’s expression, 
copyright supplies the economic incentive to create and dis­
seminate ideas.” Ibid. (quoting Harper & Row, 471 U. S., 
at 558 (internal quotation marks omitted)); see id., at 546 
(“rights conferred by copyright are designed to assure con­
tributors to the store of knowledge a fair return for their 
labors”). 

We then described the “traditional contours” of copyright 
protection, i. e., the “idea/expression dichotomy” and the 
“fair use” defense.29 Both are recognized in our jurispru­
dence as “built-in First Amendment accommodations.” El­
dred, 537 U. S., at 219; see Harper & Row, 471 U. S., at 560 
(First Amendment protections are “embodied in the Copy­
right Act’s distinction between copyrightable expression 
and uncopyrightable facts and ideas,” and in the “latitude 
for scholarship and comment” safeguarded by the fair use 
defense). 

The idea/expression dichotomy is codified at 17 U. S. C. 
§ 102(b): “In no case does copyright protec[t] . . . any idea, 
procedure, process, system, method of operation, concept, 
principle, or discovery . . . described, explained, illustrated, 
or embodied in [the copyrighted] work.” “Due to this [idea/ 
expression] distinction, every idea, theory, and fact in a copy­
righted work becomes instantly available for public exploita­
tion at the moment of publication”; the author’s expression 
alone gains copyright protection. Eldred, 537 U. S., at 219; 
see Harper & Row, 471 U. S., at 556 (“idea/expression di­

29 On the initial appeal in this case, the Tenth Circuit gave an unconfined 
reading to our reference in Eldred to “traditional contours of copyright.” 
501 F. 3d, at 1187–1196. That reading was incorrect, as we here clarify. 
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chotomy strike[s] a definitional balance between the First 
Amendment and the Copyright Act by permitting free com­
munication of facts while still protecting an author’s expres­
sion” (internal quotation marks omitted)). 

The second “traditional contour,” the fair use defense, is 
codified at 17 U. S. C. § 107: “[T]he fair use of a copyrighted 
work, including such use by reproduction in copies . . . , for 
purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teach­
ing (including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, 
or research, is not an infringement of copyright.” This limi­
tation on exclusivity “allows the public to use not only facts 
and ideas contained in a copyrighted work, but also [the au­
thor’s] expression itself in certain circumstances.” Eldred, 
537 U. S., at 219; see id., at 220 (“fair use defense affords 
considerable latitude for scholarship and comment, . . . even 
for parody” (internal quotation marks omitted)). 

Given the “speech-protective purposes and safeguards” 
embraced by copyright law, see id., at 219, we concluded in 
Eldred that there was no call for the heightened review pe­
titioners sought in that case.30 We reach the same con­
clusion here.31 Section 514 leaves undisturbed the “idea/ 
expression” distinction and the “fair use” defense. More­
over, Congress adopted measures to ease the transition from 
a national scheme to an international copyright regime: 
It deferred the date from which enforcement runs, and it 
cushioned the impact of restoration on “reliance parties” 
who exploited foreign works denied protection before § 514 
took effect. See supra, at 315–316 (describing 17 U. S. C. 
§ 104A(c), (d), and (h)). See also Eldred, 537 U. S., at 220 

30 See Eldred, 537 U. S., at 221 (“Protection of [an author’s original 
expression from unrestricted exploitation] does not raise the free speech 
concerns present when the government compels or burdens the communi­
cation of particular facts or ideas.”). 

31 Focusing narrowly on the specific problem of orphan works, the dis­
sent overlooks these principal protections against “the dissemination-
restricting harms of copyright.” Post, at 357. 
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(describing supplemental allowances and exemptions avail­
able to certain users to mitigate the CTEA’s impact). 

B 

Petitioners attempt to distinguish their challenge from the 
one turned away in Eldred. First Amendment interests of 
a higher order are at stake here, petitioners say, because 
they—unlike their counterparts in Eldred—enjoyed “vested 
rights” in works that had already entered the public domain. 
The limited rights they retain under copyright law’s “built­
in safeguards” are, in their view, no substitute for the un­
limited use they enjoyed before § 514’s enactment. Nor, 
petitioners urge, does § 514’s “unprecedented” foray into the 
public domain possess the historical pedigree that supported 
the term extension at issue in Eldred. Brief for Petitioners 
42–43. 

However spun, these contentions depend on an argument 
we considered and rejected above, namely, that the Consti­
tution renders the public domain largely untouchable by 
Congress. Petitioners here attempt to achieve under the 
banner of the First Amendment what they could not win 
under the Copyright Clause: On their view of the Copyright 
Clause, the public domain is inviolable; as they read the First 
Amendment, the public domain is policed through heightened 
judicial scrutiny of Congress’ means and ends. As we have 
already shown, see supra, at 318–327, the text of the Copy­
right Clause and the historical record scarcely establish that 
“once a work enters the public domain,” Congress cannot 
permit anyone—“not even the creator—[to] copyright it,” 
501 F. 3d, at 1184. And nothing in the historical record, con­
gressional practice, or our own jurisprudence warrants ex­
ceptional First Amendment solicitude for copyrighted works 
that were once in the public domain.32 Neither this chal­

32 “[R]equir[ing] works that have already fallen into the public domain to 
stay there” might, as the dissent asserts, supply an “easily administrable 
standard.” Post, at 358. However attractive this bright-line rule might 
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lenge nor that raised in Eldred, we stress, allege Congress 
transgressed a generally applicable First Amendment prohi­
bition; we are not faced, for example, with copyright protec­
tion that hinges on the author’s viewpoint. 

The Tenth Circuit’s initial opinion determined that peti­
tioners marshaled a stronger First Amendment challenge 
than did their predecessors in Eldred, who never “possessed 
unfettered access to any of the works at issue.” 501 F. 3d, 
at 1193. See also id., at 1194 (“[O]nce the works at issue 
became free for anyone to copy, [petitioners] had vested First 
Amendment interests in the expressions, [thus] § 514’s in­
terference with [petitioners’] rights is subject to First 
Amendment scrutiny.”). As petitioners put it in this Court, 
Congress impermissibly revoked their right to exploit for­
eign works that “belonged to them” once the works were in 
the public domain. Brief for Petitioners 44–45. 

To copyright lawyers, the “vested rights” formulation 
might sound exactly backwards: Rights typically vest at the 
outset of copyright protection, in an author or rightholder. 
See, e. g., 17 U. S. C. § 201(a) (“Copyright in a work protected 
. . . vests initially in the author . . . .”). Once the term of 
protection ends, the works do not revest in any rightholder. 
Instead, the works simply lapse into the public domain. 

be, it is not a rule rooted in the constitutional text or history. Nor can it 
fairly be gleaned from our case law. The dissent cites three decisions to 
document its assertion that “this Court has assumed the particular impor­
tance of public domain material in roughly analogous circumstances.” 
Ibid. The dictum in Graham v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U. S. 
1, 6 (1966), noted earlier, did not treat the public domain as a constitutional 
limit—certainly not under the rubric of the First Amendment. See 
supra, at 323–324. The other two decisions the dissent cites considered 
whether the federal Patent Act preempted a state trade-secret law, Kew­
anee Oil Co. v. Bicron Corp., 416 U. S. 470, 479–484 (1974), and whether 
the freedom of the press shielded reporters from liability for publishing 
material drawn from public court documents, Cox Broadcasting Corp. v. 
Cohn, 420 U. S. 469, 495–497 (1975). Neither decision remotely ascribed 
constitutional significance to a work’s public domain status. 
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See, e. g., Berne, Art. 18(1), 828 U. N. T. S., at 251 (“This 
Convention shall apply to all works which . . . have not 
yet fallen into the public domain . . . .”). Anyone has free 
access to the public domain, but no one, after the copyright 
term has expired, acquires ownership rights in the once-
protected works. 

Congress recurrently adjusts copyright law to protect cat­
egories of works once outside the law’s compass. For exam­
ple, Congress broke new ground when it extended copyright 
protection to foreign works in 1891, Act of Mar. 3, § 13, 26 
Stat. 1110; to dramatic works in 1856, Act of Aug. 18, 11 Stat. 
138; to photographs and photographic negatives in 1865, Act 
of Mar. 3, § 1, 13 Stat. 540; to motion pictures in 1912, Act of 
Aug. 24, 37 Stat. 488; to fixed sound recordings in 1972, Act 
of Oct. 15, 1971, 85 Stat. 391; and to architectural works in 
1990, Architectural Works Copyright Protection Act, 104 
Stat. 5133. And on several occasions, as recounted above, 
Congress protected works previously in the public domain, 
hence freely usable by the public. See supra, at 320–324. 
If Congress could grant protection to these works without 
hazarding heightened First Amendment scrutiny, then what 
free speech principle disarms it from protecting works pre­
maturely cast into the public domain for reasons antithetical 
to the Berne Convention? 33 

Section 514, we add, does not impose a blanket prohibition 
on public access. Petitioners protest that fair use and the 
idea/expression dichotomy “are plainly inadequate to protect 
the speech and expression rights that Section 514 took from 

33 It was the Fifth Amendment’s Takings Clause—not the First Amend-
ment—that Congress apparently perceived to be a potential check on its 
authority to protect works then freely available to the public. See URAA 
Joint Hearing 3 (statement of Rep. Hughes); id., at 121 (app. to statement 
of Lehman, Commerce Dept.); id., at 141 (statement of Shapiro, USTR); 
id., at 145 (statement of Christopher Schroeder, DOJ). The reliance-party 
protections supplied by § 514, see supra, at 316, were meant to address 
such concerns. See URAA Joint Hearing 148–149 (prepared statement 
of Schroeder). 
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petitioners, or . . . the public”—that is, “the unrestricted 
right to perform, copy, teach and distribute the entire work, 
for any reason.” Brief for Petitioners 46–47. “Playing a 
few bars of a Shostakovich symphony,” petitioners observe, 
“is no substitute for performing the entire work.” Id., 
at 47.34 

But Congress has not put petitioners in this bind. The 
question here, as in Eldred, is whether would-be users must 
pay for their desired use of the author’s expression, or else 
limit their exploitation to “fair use” of that work. Proko­
fiev’s Peter and the Wolf could once be performed free of 
charge; after § 514 the right to perform it must be obtained 
in the marketplace. This is the same marketplace, of course, 
that exists for the music of Prokofiev’s U. S. contemporaries: 
works of Copland and Bernstein, for example, that enjoy 
copyright protection, but nevertheless appear regularly in 
the programs of U. S. concertgoers. 

Before we joined Berne, domestic works and some foreign 
works were protected under U. S. statutes and bilateral in­
ternational agreements, while other foreign works were 
available at an artificially low (because royalty-free) cost. 
By fully implementing Berne, Congress ensured that most 
works, whether foreign or domestic, would be governed by 
the same legal regime. The phenomenon to which Congress 
responded is not new: Distortions of the same order occurred 
with greater frequency—and to the detriment of both for­
eign and domestic authors—when, before 1891, foreign 
works were excluded entirely from U. S. copyright protec­
tion. See Kampelman, The United States and International 
Copyright, 41 Am. J. Int’l L. 406, 413 (1947) (“American read­
ers were less inclined to read the novels of Cooper or Haw­

34 Because Shostakovich was a pre-1973 Russian composer, his works 
were not protected in the United States. See U. S. Copyright Office, Cir­
cular No. 38A: The International Copyright Relations of the United States 
9, 11, n. 2 (2010) (copyright relations between the Soviet Union and the 
United States date to 1973). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



334 GOLAN v. HOLDER 

Opinion of the Court 

thorne for a dollar when they could buy a novel of Scott or 
Dickens for a quarter.”). Section 514 continued the trend 
toward a harmonized copyright regime by placing foreign 
works in the position they would have occupied if the current 
regime had been in effect when those works were created 
and first published. Authors once deprived of protection are 
spared the continuing effects of that initial deprivation; § 514 
gives them nothing more than the benefit of their labors 
during whatever time remains before the normal copyright 
term expires.35 

Unlike petitioners, the dissent makes much of the so-called 
“orphan works” problem. See post, at 354–357, 366–367. 
We readily acknowledge the difficulties would-be users of 
copyrightable materials may face in identifying or locating 
copyright owners. See generally U. S. Copyright Office, Re­
port on Orphan Works 21–40 (2006). But as the dissent con­
cedes, see post, at 357, this difficulty is hardly peculiar to 
works restored under § 514. It similarly afflicts, for in­
stance, U. S. libraries that attempt to catalogue U. S. books. 
See post, at 355–356. See also Brief for American Library 
Association et al. as Amici Curiae 22 (Section 514 “exacer­
bated,” but did not create, the problem of orphan works); 
U. S. Copyright Office, supra, at 41–44 (tracing orphan-works 
problem to Congress’ elimination of formalities, commencing 
with the 1976 Copyright Act).36 

Nor is this a matter appropriate for judicial, as opposed to 
legislative, resolution. Cf. Authors Guild v. Google, Inc., 

35 Persistently deploring “ ‘restored copyright’ protection [because it] re­
moves material from the public domain,” post, at 357, the dissent does not 
pause to consider when and why the material came to be lodged in that 
domain. Most of the works affected by § 514 got there after a term of 
zero or a term cut short by failure to observe U. S. formalities. See 
supra, at 314. 

36 The pervasive problem of copyright piracy, noted post, at 356–357, 
likewise is scarcely limited to protected foreign works formerly in the 
public domain. 
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770 F. Supp. 2d 666, 677–678 (SDNY 2011) (rejecting pro­
posed “Google Books” class settlement because, inter alia, 
“the establishment of a mechanism for exploiting unclaimed 
books is a matter more suited for Congress than this Court” 
(citing Eldred, 537 U. S., at 212)). Indeed, the host of policy 
and logistical questions identified by the dissent speak for 
themselves. Post, at 355–356. Despite “longstanding ef­
forts,” see Authors Guild, 770 F. Supp. 2d, at 678 (quoting 
statement of Marybeth Peters), Congress has not yet passed 
ameliorative orphan-works legislation of the sort enacted by 
other Berne members, see, e. g., Canada Copyright Act, 
R. S. C., 1985, c. C–42, § 77 (authorizing Copyright Board to 
license use of orphan works by persons unable, after making 
reasonable efforts, to locate the copyright owner). Hereto­
fore, no one has suggested that the orphan-works issue 
should be addressed through our implementation of Berne, 
rather than through overarching legislation of the sort pro­
posed in Congress and cited by the dissent. See post, at 
366–367; U. S. Copyright Office, Legal Issues in Mass Digiti­
zation 25–29 (2011) (discussing recent legislative efforts). 
Our unstinting adherence to Berne may add impetus to calls 
for the enactment of such legislation. But resistance to 
Berne’s prescriptions surely is not a necessary or proper re­
sponse to the pervasive question, what should Congress do 
about orphan works. 

IV 

Congress determined that U. S. interests were best served 
by our full participation in the dominant system of interna­
tional copyright protection. Those interests include ensur­
ing exemplary compliance with our international obligations, 
securing greater protection for U. S. authors abroad, and 
remedying unequal treatment of foreign authors. The judg­
ment § 514 expresses lies well within the ken of the political 
branches. It is our obligation, of course, to determine 
whether the action Congress took, wise or not, encounters 
any constitutional shoal. For the reasons stated, we are sat­
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isfied it does not. The judgment of the Court of Appeals for 
the Tenth Circuit is therefore 

Affirmed. 

Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or deci­
sion of this case. 

APPENDIX 

Title 17 U. S. C. § 104A provides: 
“(a) Automatic Protection and Term.— 

“(1) Term.— 
“(A) Copyright subsists, in accordance with this section, 

in restored works, and vests automatically on the date of 
restoration. 

“(B) Any work in which copyright is restored under this 
section shall subsist for the remainder of the term of copy­
right that the work would have otherwise been granted in 
the United States if the work never entered the public do­
main in the United States. 

“(2) Exception.—Any work in which the copyright was 
ever owned or administered by the Alien Property Custodian 
and in which the restored copyright would be owned by a 
government or instrumentality thereof, is not a restored 
work. 
“(b) Ownership of Restored Copyright.—A restored 
work vests initially in the author or initial rightholder of 
the work as determined by the law of the source country of 
the work. 
“(c) Filing of Notice of Intent to Enforce Restored 
Copyright Against Reliance Parties.—On or after the 
date of restoration, any person who owns a copyright in a 
restored work or an exclusive right therein may file with the 
Copyright Office a notice of intent to enforce that person’s 
copyright or exclusive right or may serve such a notice di­
rectly on a reliance party. Acceptance of a notice by the 
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Copyright Office is effective as to any reliance parties but 
shall not create a presumption of the validity of any of the 
facts stated therein. Service on a reliance party is effective 
as to that reliance party and any other reliance parties with 
actual knowledge of such service and of the contents of that 
notice. 
“(d) Remedies for Infringement of Restored 
Copyrights.— 

“(1) Enforcement of copyright in restored works 
in the absence of a reliance party.—As against any 
party who is not a reliance party, the remedies provided in 
chapter 5 of this title shall be available on or after the date 
of restoration of a restored copyright with respect to an act 
of infringement of the restored copyright that is commenced 
on or after the date of restoration. 

“(2) Enforcement of copyright in restored works 
as against reliance parties.—As against a reliance 
party, except to the extent provided in paragraphs (3) and 
(4), the remedies provided in chapter 5 of this title shall be 
available, with respect to an act of infringement of a restored 
copyright, on or after the date of restoration of the restored 
copyright if the requirements of either of the following sub-
paragraphs are met: 

“(A)(i) The owner of the restored copyright (or such 
owner’s agent) or the owner of an exclusive right therein (or 
such owner’s agent) files with the Copyright Office, during 
the 24-month period beginning on the date of restoration, a 
notice of intent to enforce the restored copyright; and 

“(ii)(I) the act of infringement commenced after the 
end of the 12-month period beginning on the date of publica­
tion of the notice in the Federal Register; 

“(II) the act of infringement commenced before the 
end of the 12-month period described in subclause (I) and 
continued after the end of that 12-month period, in which 
case remedies shall be available only for infringement occur­
ring after the end of that 12-month period; or 
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“(III) copies or phonorecords of a work in which copy­
right has been restored under this section are made after 
publication of the notice of intent in the Federal Register. 

“(B)(i) The owner of the restored copyright (or such 
owner’s agent) or the owner of an exclusive right therein (or 
such owner’s agent) serves upon a reliance party a notice of 
intent to enforce a restored copyright; and 

“(ii)(I) the act of infringement commenced after the 
end of the 12-month period beginning on the date the notice 
of intent is received; 

“(II) the act of infringement commenced before the 
end of the 12-month period described in subclause (I) and 
continued after the end of that 12-month period, in which 
case remedies shall be available only for the infringement 
occurring after the end of that 12-month period; or 

“(III) copies or phonorecords of a work in which copy­
right has been restored under this section are made after 
receipt of the notice of intent. 
“In the event that notice is provided under both subpara­
graphs (A) and (B), the 12-month period referred to in such 
subparagraphs shall run from the earlier of publication or 
service of notice. 

“(3) Existing derivative works.—(A) In the case of a 
derivative work that is based upon a restored work and is 
created— 

“(i) before the date of the enactment of the Uruguay 
Round Agreements Act, if the source country of the restored 
work is an eligible country on such date, or 

“(ii) before the date on which the source country of the 
restored work becomes an eligible country, if that country is 
not an eligible country on such date of enactment, 
“a reliance party may continue to exploit that derivative 
work for the duration of the restored copyright if the reli­
ance party pays to the owner of the restored copyright rea­
sonable compensation for conduct which would be subject to 
a remedy for infringement but for the provisions of this 
paragraph. 
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“(B) In the absence of an agreement between the parties, 
the amount of such compensation shall be determined by an 
action in United States district court, and shall reflect any 
harm to the actual or potential market for or value of the 
restored work from the reliance party’s continued exploita­
tion of the work, as well as compensation for the relative 
contributions of expression of the author of the restored 
work and the reliance party to the derivative work. 

“(4) Commencement of infringement for reliance 
parties.—For purposes of section 412, in the case of reliance 
parties, infringement shall be deemed to have commenced 
before registration when acts which would have constituted 
infringement had the restored work been subject to copy­
right were commenced before the date of restoration. 
“(e) Notices of Intent to Enforce a Restored 
Copyright.— 

“(1) Notices of intent ąled with the copyright of­
ące.—(A)(i) A notice of intent filed with the Copyright 
Office to enforce a restored copyright shall be signed by 
the owner of the restored copyright or the owner of an exclu­
sive right therein, who files the notice under subsection 
(d)(2)(A)(i) (hereafter in this paragraph referred to as the 
‘owner’), or by the owner’s agent, shall identify the title of 
the restored work, and shall include an English translation 
of the title and any other alternative titles known to the 
owner by which the restored work may be identified, and an 
address and telephone number at which the owner may be 
contacted. If the notice is signed by an agent, the agency 
relationship must have been constituted in a writing signed 
by the owner before the filing of the notice. The Copyright 
Office may specifically require in regulations other informa­
tion to be included in the notice, but failure to provide such 
other information shall not invalidate the notice or be a basis 
for refusal to list the restored work in the Federal Register. 

“(ii) If a work in which copyright is restored has no formal 
title, it shall be described in the notice of intent in detail 
sufficient to identify it. 
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“(iii) Minor errors or omissions may be corrected by fur­
ther notice at any time after the notice of intent is filed. 
Notices of corrections for such minor errors or omissions 
shall be accepted after the period established in subsection 
(d)(2)(A)(i). Notices shall be published in the Federal Regis­
ter pursuant to subparagraph (B). 

“(B)(i) The Register of Copyrights shall publish in the Fed­
eral Register, commencing not later than 4 months after the 
date of restoration for a particular nation and every 4 months 
thereafter for a period of 2 years, lists identifying restored 
works and the ownership thereof if a notice of intent to en­
force a restored copyright has been filed. 

“(ii) Not less than 1 list containing all notices of intent to 
enforce shall be maintained in the Public Information Office 
of the Copyright Office and shall be available for public in­
spection and copying during regular business hours pursuant 
to sections 705 and 708. 

“(C) The Register of Copyrights is authorized to fix rea­
sonable fees based on the costs of receipt, processing, record­
ing, and publication of notices of intent to enforce a restored 
copyright and corrections thereto. 

“(D)(i) Not later than 90 days before the date the Agree­
ment on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property 
referred to in section 101(d)(15) of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act enters into force with respect to the United 
States, the Copyright Office shall issue and publish in 
the Federal Register regulations governing the filing under 
this subsection of notices of intent to enforce a restored 
copyright. 

“(ii) Such regulations shall permit owners of restored 
copyrights to file simultaneously for registration of the re­
stored copyright. 

“(2) Notices of intent served on a reliance party.— 
(A) Notices of intent to enforce a restored copyright may 
be served on a reliance party at any time after the date of 
restoration of the restored copyright. 
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“(B) Notices of intent to enforce a restored copyright 
served on a reliance party shall be signed by the owner or 
the owner’s agent, shall identify the restored work and the 
work in which the restored work is used, if any, in detail 
sufficient to identify them, and shall include an English 
translation of the title, any other alternative titles known to 
the owner by which the work may be identified, the use or 
uses to which the owner objects, and an address and tele­
phone number at which the reliance party may contact the 
owner. If the notice is signed by an agent, the agency rela­
tionship must have been constituted in writing and signed 
by the owner before service of the notice. 

“(3) Effect of material false statements.—Any ma­
terial false statement knowingly made with respect to any 
restored copyright identified in any notice of intent shall 
make void all claims and assertions made with respect to 
such restored copyright. 
“ (f ) Immunity From Warranty and Related 
Liability.— 

“(1) In general.—Any person who warrants, promises, 
or guarantees that a work does not violate an exclusive right 
granted in section 106 shall not be liable for legal, equitable, 
arbitral, or administrative relief if the warranty, promise, or 
guarantee is breached by virtue of the restoration of copy­
right under this section, if such warranty, promise, or guar­
antee is made before January 1, 1995. 

“(2) Performances.—No person shall be required to 
perform any act if such performance is made infringing by 
virtue of the restoration of copyright under the provisions of 
this section, if the obligation to perform was undertaken be­
fore January 1, 1995. 
“(g) Proclamation of Copyright Restoration.—When­
ever the President finds that a particular foreign nation ex­
tends, to works by authors who are nationals or domiciliaries 
of the United States, restored copyright protection on sub­
stantially the same basis as provided under this section, the 
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President may by proclamation extend restored protection 
provided under this section to any work— 

“(1) of which one or more of the authors is, on the date of 
first publication, a national, domiciliary, or sovereign author­
ity of that nation; or 

“(2) which was first published in that nation. 
“The President may revise, suspend, or revoke any such 
proclamation or impose any conditions or limitations on pro­
tection under such a proclamation. 
“(h) Deąnitions.—For purposes of this section and section 
109(a): 

“(1) The term ‘date of adherence or proclamation’ means 
the earlier of the date on which a foreign nation which, as of 
the date the WTO Agreement enters into force with respect 
to the United States, is not a nation adhering to the Berne 
Convention or a WTO member country, becomes— 

“(A) a nation adhering to the Berne Convention; 
“(B) a WTO member country; 
“(C) a nation adhering to the WIPO Copyright Treaty; 
“(D) a nation adhering to the WIPO Performances and 

Phonograms Treaty; or 
“(E) subject to a Presidential proclamation under sub­

section (g). 
“(2) The ‘date of restoration’ of a restored copyright is— 

“(A) January 1, 1996, if the source country of the re­
stored work is a nation adhering to the Berne Convention or 
a WTO member country on such date, or 

“(B) the date of adherence or proclamation, in the case 
of any other source country of the restored work. 

“(3) The term ‘eligible country’ means a nation, other than 
the United States, that— 

“(A) becomes a WTO member country after the date of 
the enactment of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act; 

“(B) on such date of enactment is, or after such date 
of enactment becomes, a nation adhering to the Berne 
Convention; 
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“(C) adheres to the WIPO Copyright Treaty; 
“(D) adheres to the WIPO Performances and Phono­

grams Treaty; or 
“(E) after such date of enactment becomes subject to a 

proclamation under subsection (g). 
“(4) The term “reliance party” means any person who— 

“(A) with respect to a particular work, engages in acts, 
before the source country of that work becomes an eligible 
country, which would have violated section 106 if the re­
stored work had been subject to copyright protection, and 
who, after the source country becomes an eligible country, 
continues to engage in such acts; 

“(B) before the source country of a particular work be­
comes an eligible country, makes or acquires 1 or more copies 
or phonorecords of that work; or 

“(C) as the result of the sale or other disposition of a 
derivative work covered under subsection (d)(3), or signifi­
cant assets of a person described in subparagraph (A) or (B), 
is a successor, assignee, or licensee of that person. 

“(5) The term ‘restored copyright’ means copyright in a 
restored work under this section. 

“(6) The term ‘restored work’ means an original work of 
authorship that— 

“(A) is protected under subsection (a); 
“(B) is not in the public domain in its source country 

through expiration of term of protection; 
“(C) is in the public domain in the United States due to— 

“(i) noncompliance with formalities imposed at any 
time by United States copyright law, including failure of re­
newal, lack of proper notice, or failure to comply with any 
manufacturing requirements; 

“(ii) lack of subject matter protection in the case of 
sound recordings fixed before February 15, 1972; or 

“(iii) lack of national eligibility; 
“(D) has at least one author or rightholder who was, at 

the time the work was created, a national or domiciliary of 
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an eligible country, and if published, was first published in 
an eligible country and not published in the United States 
during the 30-day period following publication in such eligi­
ble country; and 

“(E) if the source country for the work is an eligible 
country solely by virtue of its adherence to the WIPO Per­
formances and Phonograms Treaty, is a sound recording. 

“(7) The term ‘rightholder’ means the person— 
“(A) who, with respect to a sound recording, first fixes a 

sound recording with authorization, or 
“(B) who has acquired rights from the person described 

in subparagraph (A) by means of any conveyance or by oper­
ation of law. 

“(8) The ‘source country’ of a restored work is— 
“(A) a nation other than the United States; 
“(B) in the case of an unpublished work— 

“(i) the eligible country in which the author or right-
holder is a national or domiciliary, or, if a restored work has 
more than 1 author or rightholder, of which the majority of 
foreign authors or rightholders are nationals or domiciliar­
ies; or 

“(ii) if the majority of authors or rightholders are not 
foreign, the nation other than the United States which has 
the most significant contacts with the work; and 

“(C) in the case of a published work— 
“(i) the eligible country in which the work is first pub­

lished, or 
“(ii) if the restored work is published on the same day 

in 2 or more eligible countries, the eligible country which has 
the most significant contacts with the work.” 

Justice Breyer, with whom Justice Alito joins, 
dissenting. 

In order “[t]o promote the Progress of Science” (by which 
term the Founders meant “learning” or “knowledge”), the 
Constitution’s Copyright Clause grants Congress the power 
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to “secur[e] for limited Times to Authors . . . the exclusive 
Right to their . . . Writings.” Art. I, § 8, cl. 8. This “exclu­
sive Right” allows its holder to charge a fee to those who 
wish to use a copyrighted work, and the ability to charge 
that fee encourages the production of new material. In this 
sense, a copyright is, in Macaulay’s words, a “tax on readers 
for the purpose of giving a bounty to writers”—a bounty 
designed to encourage new production. As the Court said 
in Eldred, “ ‘[t]he economic philosophy behind the [Copy­
right] [C]lause . . . is the conviction that encouragement of 
individual effort by personal gain is the best way to advance 
public welfare through the talents of authors and inven­
tors.’ ” Eldred v. Ashcroft, 537 U. S. 186, 212, n. 18 (2003) 
(quoting Mazer v. Stein, 347 U. S. 201, 219 (1954)). See T. 
Macaulay, Speeches on Copyright 25 (E. Miller ed. 1913); 
E. Walterscheid, The Nature of the Intellectual Property 
Clause: A Study in Historical Perspective 125–126 (2002) 
(hereinafter Walterscheid). 

The statute before us, however, does not encourage anyone 
to produce a single new work. By definition, it bestows 
monetary rewards only on owners of old works—works that 
have already been created and already are in the Ameri­
can public domain. At the same time, the statute inhibits 
the dissemination of those works, foreign works published 
abroad after 1923, of which there are many millions, includ­
ing films, works of art, innumerable photographs, and, of 
course, books—books that (in the absence of the statute) 
would assume their rightful places in computer-accessible 
databases, spreading knowledge throughout the world. See 
infra, at 354–357. In my view, the Copyright Clause does 
not authorize Congress to enact this statute. And I conse­
quently dissent. 

I 

The possibility of eliciting new production is, and always 
has been, an essential precondition for American copyright 
protection. The Constitution’s words, “exclusive Right,” 
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“limited Times,” “Progress of Science,” viewed through the 
lens of history underscore the legal significance of what the 
Court in Eldred referred to as the “economic philosophy be­
hind the Copyright Clause.” 537 U. S., at 212, n. 18 (brack­
ets omitted). That philosophy understands copyright’s 
grants of limited monopoly privileges to authors as private 
benefits that are conferred for a public reason—to elicit 
new creation. 

Yet, as the Founders recognized, monopoly is a two-edged 
sword. On the one hand, it can encourage production of 
new works. In the absence of copyright protection, anyone 
might freely copy the products of an author’s creative 
labor, appropriating the benefits without incurring the non-
repeatable costs of creation, thereby deterring authors from 
exerting themselves in the first place. On the other hand, 
copyright tends to restrict the dissemination (and use) of 
works once produced either because the absence of compe­
tition translates directly into higher consumer prices or 
because the need to secure copying permission sometimes 
imposes administrative costs that make it difficult for po­
tential users of a copyrighted work to find its owner and 
strike a bargain. See W. Landes & R. Posner, The Eco­
nomic Structure of Intellectual Property Law 68–70, 213– 
214 (2003). Consequently, the original British copyright 
statute, the Constitution’s Framers, and our case law all 
have recognized copyright’s resulting and necessary call for 
balance. 

At the time the Framers wrote the Constitution, they 
were well aware of Britain’s 18th-century copyright statute, 
the Statute of Anne, 8 Anne, ch. 19 (1710), and they were 
aware of the legal struggles that produced it. That statute 
sought in part to control, and to limit, pre-existing monopo­
lies that had emerged in the book trade as a result of the 
Crown’s having previously granted special privileges to 
royal favorites. The Crown, for example, had chartered the 
Stationers’ Company, permitting it to regulate and to censor 
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works on the government’s behalf. The Stationers had 
thereby acquired control over the disposition of copies of 
published works, from which emerged the Stationers’ copy­
right—a right conferred on company members, not authors, 
that was deemed to exist in perpetuity. See L. Patterson, 
Copyright in Historical Perspective 1–16, 114–150 (1968) 
(hereinafter Patterson); Walterscheid 59–65; Gómez-
Arostegui, The Untold Story of the First Copyright Suit 
Under the Statute of Anne in 1710, 25 Berkeley Tech. L. J. 
1247, 1250–1256 (2010). 

To prevent the continuation of the booksellers’ monopoly 
and to encourage authors to write new books, Parliament 
enacted the Statute of Anne. It bore the title: “An Act for 
the Encouragement of Learning, by vesting the Copies of 
printed Books in the Authors or Purchasers of such Copies, 
during the Times therein mentioned.” And it granted au­
thors (not publishers) and their assignees the “sole Right and 
Liberty of printing” their works for limited periods of time 
in order to encourage them “to compose and write useful 
Books.” 8 Anne, ch. 19, § 1 (emphasis added). As one histo­
rian has put it: “The central plank of the . . . Act was . . . a 
cultural quid pro quo. To encourage ‘learned Men to com­
pose and write useful Books’ the state would provide a guar­
anteed, if temporally limited, right to print and reprint those 
works.” Deazley, The Myth of Copyright at Common Law, 
62 Camb. L. J. 106, 108 (2003). At first, in their attempts to 
minimize their losses, the booksellers argued that authors 
had a perpetual common-law copyright in their works deriv­
ing from their natural rights as creators. But the House of 
Lords ultimately held in Donaldson v. Beckett, 1 Eng. Rep. 
837 (1774), that the Statute of Anne had transformed any 
such perpetual common-law copyright into a copyright of a 
limited term designed to serve the public interest. Patter­
son 15–16, 153, 158–179; Deazley, supra, at 114–126. 

Many early colonial copyright statutes, patterned after the 
Statute of Anne, also stated that copyright’s objective was 
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to encourage authors to produce new works and thereby im­
prove learning. See U. S. Copyright Office, Copyright En­
actments, Bulletin No. 3, pp. 1, 6, 10, 11, 17, 19 (rev. 1963) 
(statutes of Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, South 
Carolina, Georgia, and New York); Walterscheid 74–75; Bra­
cha, The Adventures of the Statute of Anne in the Land of 
Unlimited Possibilities: The Life of a Legal Transplant, 25 
Berkeley Tech. L. J. 1427, 1444–1450 (2010). 

At least, that was the predominant view expressed to, or 
by, the Founders. Patterson 93. Thomas Jefferson, for ex­
ample, initially expressed great uncertainty as to whether 
the Constitution should authorize the grant of copyrights 
and patents at all, writing that “the benefit even of limited 
monopolies is too doubtful” to warrant anything other than 
their “suppression.” Letter from Thomas Jefferson to 
James Madison (July 31, 1788), in 13 Papers of Thomas Jef­
ferson 440, 443 (J. Boyd ed. 1956). James Madison also 
thought that “Monopolies . . . are justly classed among the 
greatest nu[i]sances in Government.” Letter from James 
Madison to Thomas Jefferson (Oct. 17, 1788), in 14 id., at 16, 
21 (J. Boyd ed. 1958). But he argued that “in certain cases” 
such as copyright, monopolies should “be granted” (“with 
caution, and guarded with strictness agst abuse”) to serve 
as “compensation for a benefit actually gained to the 
community . . . which the owner might otherwise withhold 
from public use.” Monopolies. Perpetuities. Corporations. 
Ecclesiastical Endowments., in J. Madison, Writings 756 (J. 
Rakove ed. 1999) (emphasis added). Jefferson eventually 
came to agree with Madison, supporting a limited conferral 
of monopoly rights but only “as an encouragement to men 
to pursue ideas which may produce utility.” Letter from 
Thomas Jefferson to Isaac McPherson (Aug. 13, 1813), in 6 
Papers of Thomas Jefferson, at 379, 383 (J. Looney ed. 2009) 
(emphasis added). 

This utilitarian view of copyrights and patents, embraced 
by Jefferson and Madison, stands in contrast to the “natural 
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rights” view underlying much of continental European copy­
right law—a view that the English booksellers promoted in 
an effort to limit their losses following the enactment of the 
Statute of Anne and that in part motivated the enactment of 
some of the colonial statutes. Patterson 158–179, 183–192. 
Premised on the idea that an author or inventor has an inher­
ent right to the fruits of his labor, it mythically stems from 
a legendary 6th-century statement of King Diarmed “ ‘to 
every cow her calf, and accordingly to every book its copy.’ ” 
A. Birrell, Seven Lectures on the Law and History of Copy­
right in Books 42 (1899). That view, though perhaps re­
flected in the Court’s opinion, ante, at 334, runs contrary to 
the more utilitarian views that influenced the writing of 
our own Constitution’s Copyright Clause. See S. Ricketson, 
The Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works: 1886–1986, pp. 5–6 (1987) (The first French 
copyright laws “placed authors’ rights on a more elevated 
basis than the Act of Anne had done,” on the understanding 
that they were “simply according formal recognition to what 
was already inherent in the ‘very nature of things’ ”); S. 
Stewart, International Copyright and Neighbouring Rights 
6–7 (2d ed. 1989) (describing the European system of droit 
d’auteur). 

This utilitarian understanding of the Copyright Clause has 
long been reflected in the Court’s case law. In Mazer, for 
example, the Court refers to copyright as embodying the 
view that “encouragement of individual effort by personal 
gain is the best way to advance public welfare through the 
talents of authors and inventors.” 347 U. S., at 219 (empha­
sis added). In Twentieth Century Music Corp. v. Aiken, 422 
U. S. 151 (1975), the Court says that underlying copyright is 
the understanding that “[c]reative work is to be encouraged 
and rewarded, but private motivation must ultimately 
serve the cause of promoting broad public availability of 
literature, music, and the other arts.” Id., at 156 (emphasis 
added). And in Sony Corp. of America v. Universal City 
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Studios, Inc., 464 U. S. 417 (1984), the Court, speaking of 
both copyrights and patents, points out that the “monopoly 
privileges that Congress may authorize are . . . [not] primar­
ily designed to provide a special private benefit. Rather, 
the limited grant is a means by which an important public 
purpose may be achieved. It is intended to motivate the 
creative activity of authors . . . by the provision of a special 
reward.” Id., at 429 (emphasis added); see also, e. g., Gra­
ham v. John Deere Co. of Kansas City, 383 U. S. 1, 6 (1966) 
(The “constitutional command . . . ‘[to] promote the Progress 
[of Science]’ . . . is the standard expressed in the Constitution 
and it may not be ignored”); Fox Film Corp. v. Doyal, 286 
U. S. 123, 127 (1932) (“The sole interest of the United States 
. . . lie[s] in the general benefits derived by the public from 
the labors of authors”). 

Congress has expressed similar views in congressional Re­
ports on copyright legislation. Thus, for example, an 1892 
House Report states: 

“The object to be attained and the reason for the consti­
tutional grant of power are imbedded in the grant itself. 
They are ‘to promote the progress of science and the 
useful arts.’ . . . [The Clause says] nothing . . . about any 
desire or purpose to secure to the author or inventor his 
‘natural right to his property.’ ” H. R. Rep. No. 1494, 
52d Cong., 1st Sess., 2. 

Similarly, the congressional authors of the landmark 1909 
Copyright Act wrote: 

“The Constitution . . . provides that Congress shall have 
the power to grant [copyrights] . . . [n]ot primarily for 
the benefit of the author, . . . but because the policy is 
believed to be for the benefit of the great body of people, 
in that it will stimulate writing and invention, to give 
some bonus to authors and inventors.” H. R. Rep. No. 
2222, 60th Cong., 2d Sess., 7 (1909). 
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And they went on to say: 

“Congress must consider . . . two questions: First, how 
much will the legislation stimulate the producer and 
so benefit the public; and, second, how much will the 
monopoly granted be detrimental to the public? The 
granting of such exclusive rights, under the proper 
terms and conditions, confers a benefit upon the public 
that outweighs the evils of the temporary monopoly.” 
Ibid. 

The upshot is that text, history, and precedent demon­
strate that the Copyright Clause places great value on the 
power of copyright to elicit new production. Congress in 
particular cases may determine that copyright’s ability to 
do so outweighs any concomitant high prices, administrative 
costs, and restrictions on dissemination. And when it does 
so, we must respect its judgment. See Eldred, 537 U. S., at 
222. But does the Clause empower Congress to enact a 
statute that withdraws works from the public domain, brings 
about higher prices and costs, and in doing so seriously re­
stricts dissemination, particularly to those who need it for 
scholarly, educational, or cultural purposes—all without pro­
viding any additional incentive for the production of new 
material? That is the question before us. And, as I have 
said, I believe the answer is no. Congress in this statute 
has exceeded what are, under any plausible reading of the 
Copyright Clause, its permissible limits. 

II 

The Act before us says that it “restores” American copy­
right to a set of works, which, for the most part, did not 
previously enjoy American copyright protection. These 
works had fallen into America’s public domain, but as of the 
“restoration” date, they had not yet fallen into the public 
domain of the foreign country where they originated. 
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The statute covers works originating almost anywhere 
outside the United States. See 17 U. S. C. § 104A(h)(3) (set­
ting out eligibility criteria); U. S. Copyright Office, Circular 
No. 38A: International Copyright Relations of the United 
States (2010). The relevant set of works consists primarily 
of works originating abroad that did not obtain, or at some 
point lost, American copyright protection because (1) the au­
thor failed to comply with applicable American copyright for­
malities (such as notice or renewal), or (2) the nation in which 
they were first published then lacked copyright relations 
with the United States, or (3) they are sound recordings fixed 
before February 15, 1972. § 104A(h)(6)(C). A work must 
also satisfy other technical requirements: It must have had 
a rightholder who was a national or resident of an eligible 
country on the day it was created; and it cannot have been 
published in the United States within 30 days of its first pub­
lication. § 104A(h)(6)(D). The Act grants these works a 
copyright that expires at the time it would have expired had 
the author obtained a full American copyright term starting 
from the date on which the work was first published (in the 
foreign country). § 104A(a)(1)(B). 

The Act mainly applies to works first published abroad be­
tween 1923 and 1989. It does not apply significantly to ear­
lier works because any work published before 1921 would 
have fallen into the public domain before 1977 had it received 
a full American copyright term, while works published be­
tween 1921 and 1923 obtained a “restored” copyright that 
expired before the 1998 Sonny Bono Copyright Term Exten­
sion Act, and so could have lasted two years at most. See 
Tit. I, § 101, 90 Stat. 2574 (extending the copyright term of 
works still under copyright in 1977 to 75 years); 17 U. S. C. 
§ 304(b) (extending the copyright term of works still under 
copyright in 1998 to 95 years). It has less impact on more 
recent works because in 1989 the United States became a 
Berne member, abolished the copyright notice requirement, 
and thenceforth provided prospective copyright protection 
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throughout the Berne Union. See R. Schechter & J. 
Thomas, Intellectual Property: The Law of Copyrights, Pat­
ents and Trademarks 75–77 (2003); § 7, 102 Stat. 2857–2858 
(codified as amended at 17 U. S. C. §§ 401–406). 

Despite these temporal limitations, the Act covers vast 
numbers of works. The first category includes works pub­
lished in countries that had copyright relations with the 
United States during this time period, such as most of West­
ern Europe and Latin America, Australia, and Japan, see 
Circular No. 38A, at 2–10, whose authors did not satisfy 
American copyright formalities, perhaps because the author, 
who may not have sought an American copyright, published 
the book abroad without proper American notice, or perhaps 
because the author obtained a valid American copyright but 
failed to renew it. 

The second category (works that entered the public do­
main due to a lack of copyright relations) includes, among 
others, all works published in Russia and other countries 
of the former Soviet Union before May 1973 (when the 
U. S. S. R. joined the Universal Copyright Convention 
(UCC)), all works published in the People’s Republic of 
China before March 1992 (when bilateral copyright relations 
between the People’s Republic and the United States were 
first established), all South Korean works published before 
October 1987 (when South Korea joined the UCC), and all 
Egyptian and Turkish works published before March 1989 
(when the United States joined Berne). See id., at 2–10, and 
11, nn. 2, 5, 6. 

The third category covers all sound recordings from eligi­
ble foreign countries published after February 15, 1972. 
The practical significance of federal copyright restoration to 
this category of works is less clear, since these works re­
ceived, and continued to receive, copyright protection under 
state law. See 17 U. S. C. § 301(c). 

Apparently there are no precise figures about the number 
of works the Act affects, but in 1996 the then-Register of 
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Copyrights, Marybeth Peters, thought that they “probably 
number in the millions.” The Year in Review: Accomplish­
ments and Objectives of the U. S. Copyright Office, 7 Ford. 
Intellectual Property Media & Entertainment L. J. 25, 31 
(1996). 

A 

The provision before us takes works from the public do­
main, at least as of January 1, 1996. See § 104A(h)(2)(A) 
(setting “restoration” dates). It then restricts the dissemi­
nation of those works in two ways. 

First, “restored copyright” holders can now charge fees for 
works that consumers previously used for free. The price 
of a score of Shostakovich’s Preludes and Fugues Op. 87, for 
example, has risen by a multiple of seven. Brief for Conduc­
tors Guild et al. as Amici Curiae 11. And, as the Court 
recognizes, an orchestra that once could perform “Peter and 
the Wolf . . . free of charge” will now have to buy the “right 
to perform it . . . in the marketplace.” Ante, at 333. But 
for the case of certain “derivative” works, § 104A(d)(3), the 
“restored copyright” holder, like other copyright holders, can 
charge what the market will bear. If a school orchestra or 
other nonprofit organization cannot afford the new charges, 
so be it. They will have to do without—aggravating the 
already serious problem of cultural education in the United 
States. See Brief for Conductors Guild et al. as Amici Cu­
riae 4–5, 7–8 (describing the inability of many orchestras to 
pay for the rental of sheet music covered by “restored 
copyright[s]”). 

Second, and at least as important, the statute creates ad­
ministrative costs, such as the costs of determining whether 
a work is the subject of a “restored copyright,” searching for 
a “restored copyright” holder, and negotiating a fee. Con­
gress has tried to ease the administrative burden of contact­
ing copyright holders and negotiating prices for those whom 
the statute calls “reliance part[ies],” namely those who pre­
viously had used such works when they were freely available 
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in the public domain. § 104A(h)(4). But Congress has done 
nothing to ease the administrative burden of securing per­
mission from copyright owners that is placed upon those who 
want to use a work that they did not previously use, and this 
is a particular problem when it comes to “orphan works”— 
older and more obscure works with minimal commercial 
value that have copyright owners who are difficult or impos­
sible to track down. Unusually high administrative costs 
threaten to limit severely the distribution and use of those 
works—works which, despite their characteristic lack of eco­
nomic value, can prove culturally invaluable. 

There are millions of such works. For example, according 
to European Union figures, there are 13 million orphan books 
in the European Union (13% of the total number of books 
in copyright there), 225,000 orphan films in European film 
archives, and 17 million orphan photographs in United King­
dom museums. A. Vuopala, Assessment of the Orphan 
Works Issue and Costs for Rights Clearance 19, 25 (2010), 
online at http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/ 
digital_libraries/doc/reports_orphan/anna_report.pdf (all In­
ternet materials as visited Jan. 13, 2012, and available in 
Clerk of Court’s case file). How is a university, a film collec­
tor, a musician, a database compiler, or a scholar now to ob­
tain permission to use any such lesser known foreign work 
previously in the American public domain? Consider the 
questions that any such individual, group, or institution usu­
ally must answer: Is the work eligible for restoration under 
the statute? If so, who now holds the copyright—the au­
thor? an heir? a publisher? an association? a long-lost cousin? 
Whom must we contact? What is the address? Suppose no 
one answers? How do we conduct a negotiation? 

To find answers to these, and similar, questions costs 
money. The cost to the University of Michigan and the In­
stitute of Museum and Library Services, for example, to 
determine the copyright status of books contained in the 
HathiTrust Digital Library that were published in the 
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United States from 1923 to 1963 will exceed $1 million. 
Brief for American Library Association et al. as Amici Cu­
riae 15. 

It is consequently not surprising to learn that the Los 
Angeles Public Library has been unable to make its collec­
tion of Mexican folk music publicly available because of 
problems locating copyright owners, that a Jewish cultural 
organization has abandoned similar efforts to make available 
Jewish cultural music and other materials, or that film pre­
servers, museums, universities, scholars, database compilers, 
and others report that the administrative costs associated 
with trying to locate foreign copyright owners have forced 
them to curtail their cultural, scholarly, or other work-
preserving efforts. See, e. g., Comments of the Library 
Copyright Alliance in Response to the U. S. Copyright 
Office’s Inquiry on Orphan Works 5 (Mar. 25, 2005), on-
line at http://www.arl.org/ bm~doc/lcacomment0305.pdf; Com­
ments of Creative Commons and Save The Music in 
Response to the U. S. Copyright Office’s Inquiry on Orphan 
Works (Mar. 25, 2005), online at http://www.copyright.gov/ 
orphan/comments/OW0643-STM-CreativeCommons.pdf; Gen­
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT): Intellectual 
Property Provisions, Joint Hearing before the Subcommittee 
on Intellectual Property and Judicial Administration of the 
House Committee on the Judiciary and the Subcommittee on 
Patents, Copyrights and Trademarks of the Senate Commit­
tee on the Judiciary, 103d Cong., 2d Sess., 131, 273 (1994) 
(hereinafter Joint Hearing) (statement of Larry Urbanski, 
Chairman of the Fairness in Copyright Coalition and Presi­
dent of Moviecraft, Inc.); Brief for American Library As­
sociation et al. as Amici Curiae 6–23; Brief for Creative 
Commons Corp. as Amicus Curiae 7–8; Brief for Project 
Petrucci, LLC, as Amicus Curiae 10–11. 

These high administrative costs can prove counterproduc­
tive in another way. They will tempt some potential users 
to “steal” or “pirate” works rather than do without. And 
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piracy often begets piracy, breeding the destructive habit of 
taking copyrighted works without paying for them, even 
where payment is possible. Such habits ignore the critical 
role copyright plays in the creation of new works, while re­
flecting a false belief that new creation appears by magic 
without thought or hope of compensation. 

B 

I recognize that ordinary copyright protection also comes 
accompanied with dissemination-restricting royalty charges 
and administrative costs. But here the restrictions work 
special harm. For one thing, the foreign location of restored 
works means higher than ordinary administrative costs. 
For another, the statute’s technical requirements make it 
very difficult to establish whether a work has had its copy­
right restored by the statute. Gard, In the Trenches With 
§ 104A: An Evaluation of the Parties’ Arguments in Golan v. 
Holder as It Heads to the Supreme Court, 64 Vand. L. Rev. 
En Banc 199, 216–220 (2011) (describing difficulties encoun­
tered in compiling the information necessary to create an 
online tool to determine whether the statute applies in any 
given case). 

Worst of all, “restored copyright” protection removes ma­
terial from the public domain. In doing so, it reverses the 
payment expectations of those who used, or intended to use, 
works that they thought belonged to them. Were Congress 
to act similarly with respect to well-established property 
rights, the problem would be obvious. This statute analo­
gously restricts, and thereby diminishes, Americans’ pre­
existing freedom to use formerly public domain material in 
their expressive activities. 

Thus, while the majority correctly observes that the 
dissemination-restricting harms of copyright normally pre­
sent problems appropriate for legislation to resolve, ante, at 
334–335, the question is whether the Copyright Clause per­
mits Congress seriously to exacerbate such a problem by 
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taking works out of the public domain without a countervail­
ing benefit. This question is appropriate for judicial resolu­
tion. Indeed, unlike Eldred where the Court had to decide 
a complicated line-drawing question—when is a copyright 
term too long?—here an easily administrable standard is 
available—a standard that would require works that have 
already fallen into the public domain to stay there. 

The several, just mentioned features of the present statute 
are important, for they distinguish it from other copyright 
laws. By removing material from the public domain, the 
statute, in literal terms, “abridges” a pre-existing freedom 
to speak. In practical terms, members of the public might 
well have decided what to say, as well as when and how to 
say it, in part by reviewing with a view to repeating, expres­
sion that they reasonably believed was, or would be, freely 
available. Given these speech implications, it is not surpris­
ing that Congress has long sought to protect public domain 
material when revising the copyright laws. See infra, at 362 
(listing instances). And this Court has assumed the particu­
lar importance of public domain material in roughly analo­
gous circumstances. See Graham, 383 U. S., at 6 (“Congress 
may not authorize the issuance of patents whose effects are 
to remove existent knowledge from the public domain”); 
Kewanee Oil Co. v. Bicron Corp., 416 U. S. 470, 484 (1974) 
(trade secret protection is not incompatible with “policy that 
matter once in the public domain must remain in the public 
domain”); Cox Broadcasting Corp. v. Cohn, 420 U. S. 469, 496 
(1975) (First Amendment prohibits sanctioning press for 
publishing material disclosed in public court documents); see 
also Dastar Corp. v. Twentieth Century Fox Film Corp., 539 
U. S. 23, 33 (2003) (“The right to copy . . . once a copyright 
has expired . . . passes to the public” (internal quotation 
marks omitted)). 

Moreover, whereas forward-looking copyright laws tend to 
benefit those whose identities are not yet known (the writer 
who has not yet written a book, the musician who has not 
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yet composed a song), when a copyright law is primarily 
backward looking the risk is greater that Congress is trying 
to help known beneficiaries at the expense of badly organized 
unknown users who find it difficult to argue and present their 
case to Congress. In Eldred, I thought this problem was 
severe. See generally 537 U. S., at 243–266 (dissenting opin­
ion). And in light of the fact that Congress, with one minor 
exception, heard testimony only from the representatives of 
existing copyright holders, who hoped that passage of the 
statute would enable them to benefit from reciprocal treat­
ment of American authors abroad, infra, at 364–365, I cannot 
say that even here the problem, while much diminished, 
was nonexistent. 

I agree with the majority that, in doing so, this statute 
does not discriminate among speakers based on their view­
points or subject matter. Ante, at 330–331. But such con­
siderations do not exhaust potential First Amendment prob­
lems. Cf. Sorrell v. IMS Health Inc., 564 U. S. 552, 566 
(2011) (finding First Amendment problem in statute that 
prohibits drug manufacturers from using publicly available 
prescriber-identifying information in their marketing efforts 
in part because it “disfavor[ed] specific speakers”); Turner 
Broadcasting System, Inc. v. FCC, 512 U. S. 622, 659 (1994) 
(“Regulations that discriminate among media, or among dif­
ferent speakers within a single medium, often present seri­
ous First Amendment concerns”). 

Taken together, these speech-related harms (e. g., restrict­
ing use of previously available material; reversing payment 
expectations; rewarding rent-seekers at the public’s ex­
pense) at least show the presence of a First Amendment 
interest. And that is enough. For present purposes, I 
need not decide whether the harms to that interest show 
a violation of the First Amendment. I need only point to 
the importance of interpreting the Constitution as a single 
document—a document that we should not read as setting 
the Copyright Clause and the First Amendment at cross­
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purposes. Nor need I advocate the application here of strict 
or specially heightened review. I need only find that the 
First Amendment interest is important enough to require 
courts to scrutinize with some care the reasons claimed to 
justify the Act in order to determine whether they constitute 
reasonable copyright-related justifications for the serious 
harms, including speech-related harms, which the Act seems 
likely to impose. 

C 

1 

This statute does not serve copyright’s traditional public 
ends, namely the creation of monetary awards that “motivate 
the creative activity of authors,” Sony, 464 U. S., at 429, 
“encourag[e] individual effort,” Mazer, 347 U. S., at 219, and 
thereby “serve the cause of promoting broad public avail­
ability of literature, music, and the other arts,” Twentieth 
Century Music, 422 U. S., at 156. The statute grants its “re­
stored copyright[s]” only to works already produced. It 
provides no monetary incentive to produce anything new. 
Unlike other American copyright statutes from the time 
of the Founders onwards, including the statute at issue 
in Eldred, it lacks any significant copyright-related quid 
pro quo. 

The majority seeks to avoid this awkward fact by refer­
ring to past congressional practice that mostly suggests that 
Congress may provide new or increased protection both to 
newly created and to previously created works. Ante, at 
320–321, 323; Act of May 31, 1790, § 1, 1 Stat. 124 (conferring 
its new federal copyright on new works as well as old); Act 
of July 3, 1832, § 3, 4 Stat. 559 (authorizing new patents for 
past and future inventors who inadvertently failed to comply 
with applicable statutory formalities); McClurg v. Kings-
land, 1 How. 202 (1843) (applying an act deeming a past or 
future inventor’s patent valid despite it being briefly used 
by, for example, the inventor’s employer). I do not dispute 
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that copyright power. Insofar as such a statute does the 
former, i. e., extends protection to newly created material, it 
embodies copyright’s traditional justification—eliciting new 
production. And I do not doubt that Congress may then also 
include existing works within the scope of, say, increased 
protection for equitable and administrative reasons. See 
Eldred, 537 U. S., at 204, 214–215 (describing equitable rea­
sons for applying newly extended copyright terms to future 
and existing copyrights alike). The statute before us, how­
ever, does not directly elicit any new production. Compare 
id., at 204–208 (majority opinion) (noting that statute’s ex­
tended term would apply to newly created material, and 
finding that the determination of the likelihood of its eliciting 
new production in practice was a matter for Congress to 
determine), with id., at 243–267 (Breyer, J., dissenting) 
(expressing the view that there is little likelihood, in prac­
tice, that the statute would elicit new material). See also 
Walterscheid 219 (the 1790 Congress likely thought it was 
substituting federal protection for pre-existing state 
common-law protections); Maher, Copyright Term, Retro­
spective Extension, and the Copyright Law of 1790 in His­
torical Context, 49 J. Copyright Soc. USA 1021, 1023–1024, 
and n. 8 (2002) (numerical estimate suggesting that 1790 Act 
removed only a small number of books from public domain). 

The other statutes to which the majority refers are private 
bills, statutes retroactively granting protection in wartime, 
or the like. Ante, at 320–323; Act of Feb. 19, 1849, ch. 57, 9 
Stat. 763 (Levi Corson); Act of June 23, 1874, ch. 534, 18 Stat., 
pt. 3, p. 618 (Tod Helmuth); Act of Feb. 17, 1898, ch. 29, 30 
Stat. 1396 (Judson Jones); Act of Dec. 18, 1919, ch. 11, 41 
Stat. 368; Act of Sept. 25, 1941, ch. 421, 55 Stat. 732; see also 
Evans v. Jordan, 9 Cranch 199 (1815) (upholding a private 
bill restoring patent protection to a flour mill). But special 
circumstances, like wars, hurricanes, earthquakes, and other 
disasters, prevent the realization in practice of a reasonable 
expectation of securing or maintaining a pre-existing right. 
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Private bills are designed to provide special exceptions for 
comparable equitable reasons. See also Act of Mar. 3, 1893, 
ch. 215, 27 Stat. 743 (similar, as far as I can tell). To find in 
these laws an important analogy to the present law, which 
for the most part covers works that the author did not expect 
to protect in America (and often did not particularly want to 
protect), seems somewhat farfetched. 

In fact, congressional practice shows the contrary. It con­
sists of a virtually unbroken string of legislation preventing 
the withdrawal of works from the public domain. See, e. g., 
Berne Convention Implementation Act of 1988, § 12, 102 
Stat. 2860 (the Act “does not provide copyright protection 
for any work that is in the public domain in the United 
States”); Copyright Act of 1976, Tit. I, § 101, 90 Stat. 2573 
(declining to extend copyright protection to any work that is 
in the public domain prior to the Act taking effect); Copy­
right Act of 1909, § 7, 35 Stat. 1077 (“[N]o copyright shall 
subsist in the original text of any work which is in the public 
domain, or in any work which was published in this country 
or any foreign country prior to the going into effect of this 
Act and has not been already copyrighted in the United 
States”); Act to Amend the Several Acts Respecting Copy 
Rights § 16, 4 Stat. 439 (the Act “shall not extend to any 
copyright heretofore secured, the term of which has already 
expired”); see also H. R. Rep. No. 1742, 87th Cong., 2d Sess., 
3 (1962) (expressing concern that because “it is not possible 
to revive expired terms of copyright, it seems to the commit­
tee to be desirable to suspend further expiration of copyright 
for a period long enough to enable the working out of remain­
ing obstacles to the overall revision of the copyright law”). 

2 

The majority makes several other arguments. First, it 
argues that the Clause does not require the “creation of at 
least one new work,” ante, at 325, but may instead “promote 
the Progress of Science” in other ways. And it specifically 
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mentions the “dissemination of existing and future works” 
as determinative here. Ante, at 324–327, and n. 25. The 
industry experts to whom the majority refers argue that 
copyright protection of already existing works can help, say, 
music publishers or film distributers raise prices, produce 
extra profits, and consequently lead them to publish or dis­
tribute works they might otherwise have ignored. But 
ordinarily a copyright—since it is a monopoly on copying— 
restricts dissemination of a work once produced compared to 
a competitive market. And simply making the industry 
richer does not mean that the industry, when it makes an 
ordinary forward-looking economic calculus, will distribute 
works not previously distributed. The industry experts 
might mean that temporary extra profits will lead them to 
invest in the development of a market, say, by advertising. 
But this kind of argument, which can be made by distribut­
ers of all sorts of goods, ranging from kiwi fruit to Swedish 
furniture, has little if anything to do with the nonrepeatable 
costs of initial creation, which is the special concern of copy­
right protection. See supra, at 346. 

Moreover, the argument proves too much. It is the kind 
of argument that the Stationers’ Company might well have 
made and which the British Parliament rejected. Cf. Pat­
terson 154–155 (describing failed booksellers’ bill seeking 
protection from foreign competition through an extension of 
the copyright term). It is the kind of argument that could 
justify a legislature’s withdrawing from the public domain 
the works, say, of Hawthorne or of Swift or for that matter 
the King James Bible in order to encourage further publica­
tion of those works; and, it could even more easily justify 
similar action in the case of lesser known early works, per­
haps those of the Venerable Bede. The Court has not, to my 
knowledge, previously accepted such a rationale—a rationale 
well removed from the special economic circumstances that 
surround the nonrepeatable costs of the initial creation of a 
“Writing.” Supra, at 346. And I fear that doing so would 
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read the Copyright Clause as if it were a blank check made 
out in favor of those who are not themselves creators. 

It is not surprising that the copyright holders’ representa­
tives who appeared before Congress did not emphasize this 
argument. (With one minor exception only those repre­
sentatives appeared, see generally Joint Hearing; the Copy­
right Office did not testify, id., at 239.) Rather, they focused 
on the Berne Convention itself. By that time, Congress had 
already protected all new works of Berne members. But it 
had not provided additional protection to pre-existing for­
eign works that were then in the American public domain. 
Industry witnesses testified that withdrawing such works 
from the American public domain would permit foreign copy­
right owners to charge American consumers more for their 
products; and that, as a result, the United States would be 
able to persuade foreign countries to allow American holders 
of pre-existing copyrights to charge foreign customers more 
money for their products. See id., at 241 (statement of Eric 
Smith, Executive Director and General Counsel, Interna­
tional Intellectual Property Alliance) (“[F]ailure to [comply 
with Article 18] will . . . undermine the ability of the United 
States to press other countries to implement the same sort 
of protection in their implementing legislation currently 
pending in many legislatures around the globe”); id., at 253 
(statement of Matt Gerson, Vice President for Congressional 
Affairs, Motion Picture Assn. of America) (similar). See 
also id., at 85 (statement of Xavier Becerra, House Judiciary 
Committee member) (“[R]etroactivity . . . is probably the 
best way to ensure that some of our older American works, 
anything from Motown, to ‘Star Trek,’ to ‘The Hardy Boys’ 
get the protection in some of these emerging foreign mar­
kets. It is important to ensure that countries no longer use 
our U. S. law as an excuse for not extending retroactive copy­
right protections to some of our own works”). But see id., 
at 272–279 (statement of Larry Urbanski, Chairman of the 
Fairness in Copyright Coalition and President of Moviecraft 
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Inc.) (testifying against restoration on grounds similar to 
those set out, supra, at 354–357). 

This argument, whatever its intrinsic merits, is an argu­
ment that directly concerns a private benefit: how to obtain 
more money from the sales of existing products. It is not 
an argument about a public benefit, such as how to promote 
or to protect the creative process. 

Third, the majority points out that the statute “gives [au­
thors] nothing more than the benefit of their labors during 
whatever time remains before the normal copyright term 
expires.” Ante, at 334. But insofar as it suggests that 
copyright should in general help authors obtain greater mon­
etary rewards than needed to elicit new works, it rests upon 
primarily European, but not American, copyright concepts. 
See supra, at 348–349. 

Fourth, the majority argues that this statutory provision 
is necessary to fulfill our Berne Convention obligations. 
Ante, at 309–313. The Treaty, in Article 18, says that the 
“Convention shall apply to all works which, at the moment 
of its coming into force [i. e., 1989 in the case of the United 
States] have not yet fallen into the public domain in the coun­
try of origin through the expiry of the term of protection.” 
Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic 
Works, Art. 18(1), Sept. 9, 1886, as revised at Stockholm on 
July 14, 1967, 828 U. N. T. S. 221, 251. The majority and 
Government say that this means we must protect the foreign 
works at issue here. And since the Berne Convention, 
taken as a whole, provides incentives for the creation of new 
works, I am willing to speculate, for argument’s sake, that 
the statute might indirectly encourage production of new 
works by making the United States’ place in the interna­
tional copyright regime more secure. 

Still, I cannot find this argument sufficient to save the stat­
ute. For one thing, this is a dilemma of the Government’s 
own making. The United States obtained the benefits of 
Berne for many years despite its failure to enact a statute 
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implementing Article 18. But in 1994, the United States 
and other nations signed the Agreement on Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, which enabled sig­
natories to use World Trade Organization dispute resolution 
mechanisms to complain about other members’ Berne Con­
vention violations. And at that time the Government, al­
though it successfully secured reservations protecting other 
special features of American copyright law, made no effort 
to secure a reservation permitting the United States to keep 
some or all restored works in the American public domain. 
Indeed, it made no effort to do so despite the fact that Article 
18 explicitly authorizes countries to negotiate exceptions to 
the Article’s retroactivity principle. See Art. 18(3), ibid. 
(“The application of [the retroactivity] principle shall be sub­
ject to any provisions contained in special conventions to 
that effect existing or to be concluded between countries of 
the Union” (emphasis added)); Gervais, Golan v. Holder: A 
Look at the Constraints Imposed by the Berne Convention, 
64 Vand. L. Rev. En Banc 147, 151–152 (2011); Gard, 64 Vand. 
L. Rev. En Banc, at 206. 

For another thing, the Convention does not require Con­
gress to enact a statute that causes so much damage to public 
domain material. Article 18(3) also states that “the respec­
tive countries shall determine, each in so far as it is con­
cerned, the conditions of application of this principle.” 18 
U. N. T. S., at 251 (emphasis added). Congress could have 
alleviated many of the costs that the statute imposes by, 
for example, creating forms of compulsory licensing, requir­
ing “restored copyright” holders to provide necessary admin­
istrative information as a condition of protection, or insisting 
upon “reasonable royalties.” Cf. S. 2913, 110th Cong., 2d 
Sess. (2008) (legislation that would have limited judi­
cial remedies against users of orphan works); H. R. 5889, 
110th Cong., 2d Sess. (2008) (House version of same); 
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
http://www.ascap.com/licensing/termsdefined.aspx (society of 
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music copyright owners offering blanket licenses that give 
users the unlimited right to perform any of its members’ 
songs for a fixed fee, thus reducing negotiation and enforce­
ment costs). 

To say this is not to criticize the Convention or our joining 
it. Rather, it is to argue that the other branches of Govern­
ment should have tried to follow the Convention and in par­
ticular its provisions offering compliance flexibility. The 
fact that the statute has significant First Amendment costs 
is relevant in this respect, for that Amendment ordinarily 
requires courts to evaluate less restrictive, alternative possi­
bilities. Doing so here reveals that neither Congress nor 
the Executive took advantage of less restrictive methods of 
compliance that the Convention itself provides. And that 
fact means that the Convention cannot provide the statute 
with a constitutionally sufficient justification that is other­
wise lacking. 

III 

The fact that, by withdrawing material from the public 
domain, the statute inhibits an important pre-existing flow 
of information is sufficient, when combined with the other 
features of the statute that I have discussed, to convince me 
that the Copyright Clause, interpreted in the light of the 
First Amendment, does not authorize Congress to enact 
this statute. 

I respectfully dissent from the Court’s contrary conclusion. 
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MIMS v. ARROW FINANCIAL SERVICES, LLC 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the eleventh circuit 

No. 10–1195. Argued November 28, 2011—Decided January 18, 2012 

Consumer complaints about abuses of telephone technology—for example, 
computerized calls to private homes—prompted Congress to pass the 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991 (TCPA or Act), 47 U. S. C. 
§ 227. Congress determined that federal legislation was needed be­
cause telemarketers, by operating interstate, were escaping state-law 
prohibitions on intrusive nuisance calls. The Act bans certain invasive 
telemarketing practices and directs the Federal Communications Com­
mission to prescribe implementing regulations. It authorizes States to 
bring civil actions to enjoin prohibited practices and recover damages 
on their residents’ behalf, § 227(g)(1) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), and provides 
that jurisdiction over these state-initiated suits lies exclusively in the 
U. S. district courts, § 227(g)(2). It also permits a private person to 
seek redress for violations of the Act or regulations “in an appropriate 
court of [a] State,” “if [such an action is] otherwise permitted by the 
laws or rules of court of [that] State.” §§ 227(b)(3), (c)(5). 

Petitioner Mims filed a damages action in Federal District Court, al­
leging that respondent Arrow, seeking to collect a debt, violated the 
TCPA by repeatedly using an automatic telephone dialing system or 
prerecorded or artificial voice to call Mims’s cellular phone without his 
consent. Mims invoked the court’s “federal question” jurisdiction, i. e., 
its authority to adjudicate claims “arising under the . . . laws . . . of the 
United States,” 28 U. S. C. § 1331. The District Court, affirmed by the 
Eleventh Circuit, dismissed Mims’s complaint for want of subject-matter 
jurisdiction, concluding that the TCPA had vested jurisdiction over pri­
vate actions exclusively in state courts. 

Held: The TCPA’s permissive grant of jurisdiction to state courts does 
not deprive the U. S. district courts of federal-question jurisdiction over 
private TCPA suits. Pp. 376–387. 

(a) Because federal law creates the right of action and provides the 
rules of decision, Mims’s TCPA claim, in § 1331’s words, plainly “aris[es] 
under” the “laws . . . of the United States.” Arrow agrees that this 
action arises under federal law, but urges that Congress vested ex­
clusive adjudicatory authority over private TCPA actions in state 
courts. In cases “arising under” federal law, there is a presumption of 
concurrent state-court jurisdiction, rebuttable if “Congress affirma­
tively ousts the state courts of jurisdiction over a particular federal 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 368 (2012) 369 

Syllabus 

claim.” Tafflin v. Levitt, 493 U. S. 455, 458–459. Arrow acknowledges 
the presumption, but maintains that § 1331 creates no converse pre­
sumption in favor of federal-court jurisdiction. Instead, Arrow urges, 
the TCPA, a later, more specific statute, displaces § 1331, an earlier, 
more general prescription. 

Section 1331 is not swept away so easily. The principle that district 
courts possess federal-question jurisdiction under § 1331 when federal 
law creates a private right of action and furnishes the substantive rules 
of decision endures unless Congress divests federal courts of their § 1331 
adjudicatory authority. See, e. g., Verizon Md. Inc. v. Public Serv. 
Comm’n of Md., 535 U. S. 635, 642. Accordingly, the District Court 
retains § 1331 jurisdiction over Mims’s complaint unless the TCPA, ex­
pressly or by fair implication, excludes federal-court adjudication. See 
id., at 644. Pp. 376–379. 

(b) Arrow’s arguments do not persuade this Court that Congress 
eliminated § 1331 jurisdiction over private TCPA actions. Title 47 
U. S. C. § 227(b)(3)’s language may be state-court oriented, but “the 
grant of jurisdiction to one court does not, of itself, imply that the juris­
diction is to be exclusive,” United States v. Bank of New York & Trust 
Co., 296 U. S. 463, 479. Nothing in § 227(b)(3)’s permissive language 
makes state-court jurisdiction exclusive, or otherwise purports to oust 
federal courts of their § 1331 jurisdiction. The provision does not state 
that a private plaintiff may bring a TCPA action “only” or “exclusively” 
in state court. In contrast, § 227(g)(2) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) vests “exclu­
sive jurisdiction” over state-initiated TCPA suits in the federal courts. 
Section 227(g)(2)’s exclusivity prescription “reinforce[s] the conclusion 
that [§ 227(b)(3)’s] silence . . . leaves the jurisdictional grant of § 1331 
untouched. For where otherwise applicable jurisdiction was meant 
to be excluded, it was excluded expressly.” Verizon Md., 535 U. S., 
at 644. 

Arrow argues that Congress had no reason to provide for a private 
action “in an appropriate [state] court,” § 227(b)(3), if it did not mean to 
make the state forum exclusive, for state courts would have concurrent 
jurisdiction even if Congress had said nothing at all. But, as already 
noted, Congress had simultaneously made federal-court jurisdiction ex­
clusive in TCPA enforcement actions brought by state authorities, see 
§ 227(g)(2) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), and may simply have wanted to avoid 
any argument that federal jurisdiction was also exclusive for private 
actions. Moreover, by providing that private actions may be brought 
in state court “if otherwise permitted by the laws or rules of court of 
[the] State,” § 227(b)(3), Congress arguably gave States leeway they 
would otherwise lack to decide whether to entertain TCPA claims. 

Arrow further asserts that making state-court jurisdiction over 
§ 227(b)(3) claims exclusive serves Congress’ objective of enabling States 
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to control telemarketers whose interstate operations evaded state law. 
Even so, jurisdiction conferred by 28 U. S. C. § 1331 should hold firm 
against “mere implication flowing from subsequent legislation.” Colo­
rado River Water Conservation Dist. v. United States, 424 U. S. 800, 
808, 809, n. 15. Furthermore, had Congress sought only to fill a gap in 
the States’ enforcement capabilities, it could have provided that out-of­
state telemarketing calls directed into a State would be subject to the 
receiving State’s laws. Instead, Congress enacted detailed, uniform, 
federal substantive prescriptions and provided for a regulatory regime 
administered by a federal agency. 

Arrow’s reliance on a statement by Senator Hollings, the TCPA’s 
sponsor, is misplaced. The remarks nowhere mention federal-court ju­
risdiction or otherwise suggest that 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3) is intended to 
divest federal courts of authority over TCPA claims. Even if Hollings 
and other TCPA supporters expected private actions to proceed solely 
in state courts, their expectation would not control this Court’s judg­
ment on § 1331’s compass. Arrow’s arguments that federal courts will 
be inundated by $500-per-violation TCPA claims or that defendants 
could use federal-court removal to force small-claims-court plaintiffs to 
abandon suit seem more imaginary than real. Pp. 379–386. 

421 Fed. Appx. 920, reversed and remanded. 

Ginsburg, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Scott L. Nelson argued the cause for petitioner. With him 
on the briefs were Gregory A. Beck and Allison M. Zieve. 

Gregory G. Garre argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Lori Alvino McGill, Eric D. Reicin, 
Barbara A. Sinsley, and Manuel Newburger.* 

Justice Ginsburg delivered the opinion of the Court. 

This case concerns enforcement, through private suits, of 
the Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991 (TCPA or 
Act), 47 U. S. C. § 227. Voluminous consumer complaints 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for ACA Interna­
tional by David M. Schultz, Joel D. Bertocchi, and Peter E. Pederson; for 
DBA International by Tomio B. Narita and Jeffrey A. Topor; and for the 
National Federation of Independent Business Small Business Legal Cen­
ter by Lisa S. Blatt, Dirk C. Phillips, Karen R. Harned, and Elizabeth 
Milito. 
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about abuses of telephone technology—for example, compu­
terized calls dispatched to private homes—prompted Con­
gress to pass the TCPA. Congress determined that federal 
legislation was needed because telemarketers, by operating 
interstate, were escaping state-law prohibitions on intrusive 
nuisance calls. The Act bans certain practices invasive of 
privacy and directs the Federal Communications Commis­
sion (FCC or Commission) to prescribe implementing regula­
tions. It authorizes States to bring civil actions to en­
join prohibited practices and to recover damages on their 
residents’ behalf. The Commission must be notified of 
such suits and may intervene in them. Jurisdiction over 
state-initiated TCPA suits, Congress provided, lies exclu­
sively in the U. S. district courts. Congress also provided 
for civil actions by private parties seeking redress for viola­
tions of the TCPA or of the Commission’s implementing 
regulations. 

Petitioner Marcus D. Mims, complaining of multiple viola­
tions of the Act by respondent Arrow Financial Services, 
LLC (Arrow), a debt-collection agency, commenced an action 
for damages against Arrow in the U. S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Florida. Mims invoked the court’s 
“federal question” jurisdiction, i. e., its authority to adjudi­
cate claims “arising under the . . . laws . . . of the United 
States,” 28 U. S. C. § 1331. The District Court, affirmed by 
the U. S. Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit, dis­
missed Mims’s complaint for want of subject-matter jurisdic­
tion. Both courts relied on Congress’ specification, in the 
TCPA, that a private person may seek redress for violations 
of the Act (or of the Commission’s regulations thereunder) 
“in an appropriate court of [a] State,” “if [such an action is] 
otherwise permitted by the laws or rules of court of [that] 
State.” 47 U. S. C. §§ 227(b)(3), (c)(5). 

The question presented is whether Congress’ provision for 
private actions to enforce the TCPA renders state courts the 
exclusive arbiters of such actions. We have long recognized 
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that “[a] suit arises under the law that creates the cause of 
action.” American Well Works Co. v. Layne & Bowler Co., 
241 U. S. 257, 260 (1916). Beyond doubt, the TCPA is a fed­
eral law that both creates the claim Mims has brought and 
supplies the substantive rules that will govern the case. We 
find no convincing reason to read into the TCPA’s permissive 
grant of jurisdiction to state courts any barrier to the U. S. 
district courts’ exercise of the general federal-question juris­
diction they have possessed since 1875. See Act of Mar. 3, 
1875, § 1, 18 Stat. 470; 13D C. Wright, A. Miller, E. Cooper, & 
R. Freer, Federal Practice and Procedure § 3561, p. 163 (3d 
ed. 2008) (hereinafter Wright & Miller). We hold, therefore, 
that federal and state courts have concurrent jurisdiction 
over private suits arising under the TCPA. 

I 

A 

In enacting the TCPA, Congress made several findings rel­
evant here. “Unrestricted telemarketing,” Congress deter­
mined, “can be an intrusive invasion of privacy.” TCPA, § 2, 
¶ 5, 105 Stat. 2394, note following 47 U. S. C. § 227 (Congres­
sional Findings) (internal quotation marks omitted). In 
particular, Congress reported, “[m]any consumers are out­
raged over the proliferation of intrusive, nuisance [telemar­
keting] calls to their homes.” ¶ 6, ibid. (internal quotation 
marks omitted). “[A]utomated or prerecorded telephone 
calls” made to private residences, Congress found, were 
rightly regarded by recipients as “an invasion of privacy.” 
¶¶ 10, 12, ibid. (internal quotation marks omitted). Al­
though over half the States had enacted statutes restricting 
telemarketing, Congress believed that federal law was 
needed because “telemarketers [could] evade [state-law] pro­
hibitions through interstate operations.” ¶ 7, ibid. (internal 
quotation marks omitted). See also S. Rep. No. 102–178, 
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p. 3 (1991) (“[B]ecause States do not have jurisdiction over 
interstate calls[,] [m]any States have expressed a desire for 
Federal legislation . . . .”).1 

Subject to exceptions not pertinent here, the TCPA 
principally outlaws four practices. First, the Act makes it 
unlawful to use an automatic telephone dialing system or an 
artificial or prerecorded voice message, without the prior ex­
press consent of the called party, to call any emergency tele­
phone line, hospital patient, pager, cellular telephone, or 
other service for which the receiver is charged for the call. 
See 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(1)(A). Second, the TCPA forbids 
using artificial or prerecorded voice messages to call resi­
dential telephone lines without prior express consent. 
§ 227(b)(1)(B). Third, the Act proscribes sending unsolicited 
advertisements to fax machines. § 227(b)(1)(C). Fourth, it 
bans using automatic telephone dialing systems to engage 
two or more of a business’ telephone lines simultaneously. 
§ 227(b)(1)(D).2 

The TCPA delegates authority to the FCC to ban artificial 
and prerecorded voice calls to businesses, § 227(b)(2)(A), and 
to exempt particular types of calls from the law’s require­
ments, §§ 227(b)(2)(B), (C). The Act also directs the FCC to 
prescribe regulations to protect the privacy of residential 

1 In general, the Communications Act of 1934 grants to the Federal Com­
munications Commission (Commission) authority to regulate interstate 
telephone communications and reserves to the States authority to regulate 
intrastate telephone communications. See Louisiana Pub. Serv. Comm’n 
v. FCC, 476 U. S. 355, 360, 369–370 (1986). 

2 In 2010, Congress amended the statute to prohibit an additional prac­
tice: the manipulation of caller-identification information. See Truth in 
Caller ID Act of 2009, Pub. L. 111–331, 124 Stat. 3572. This legislation 
inserted a new subsection (e) into 47 U. S. C. § 227 and redesignated the 
former subsections (e), (f ), and (g) as subsections (f), (g), and (h), respec­
tively. Ibid. While the new subsection (e) does not bear on this case and 
is not here discussed, our citations of subsection (g) refer to the current, 
redesignated statutory text. 
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telephone subscribers, possibly through the creation of a na­
tional “do not call” system. § 227(c).3 

Congress provided complementary means of enforcing the 
Act. State Attorneys General may “bring a civil action on 
behalf of [state] residents,” if the Attorney General “has 
reason to believe that any person has engaged . . . in a pat­
tern or practice” of violating the TCPA or FCC regulations 
thereunder. § 227(g)(1) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). “The district 
courts of the United States . . . have exclusive jurisdiction” 
over all TCPA actions brought by State Attorneys General. 
§ 227(g)(2). The Commission may intervene in such suits. 
§ 227(g)(3).4 

Title 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3), captioned “Private right of ac­
tion,” provides: 

“A person or entity may, if otherwise permitted by 
the laws or rules of court of a State, bring in an appro­
priate court of that State— 

“(A) an action based on a violation of this subsection 
or the regulations prescribed under this subsection to 
enjoin such violation, 

“(B) an action to recover for actual monetary loss 
from such a violation, or to receive $500 in damages for 
each such violation, whichever is greater, or 

“(C) both such actions. 
“If the court finds that the defendant willfully or know­
ingly violated this subsection or the regulations pre­
scribed under this subsection, the court may, in its 
discretion, increase the amount of the award to an 

3 The National Do Not Call Registry is currently managed by the Fed­
eral Trade Commission. See 15 U. S. C. § 6151 (2006 ed., Supp. IV); 16 
CFR § 310.4(b)(1)(iii) (2011). 

4 The TCPA envisions civil actions instituted by the Commission for vio­
lations of the implementing regulations. See 47 U. S. C. § 227(g)(7) (2006 
ed., Supp. IV). The Commission may also seek forfeiture penalties for 
willful or repeated failure to comply with the Act or regulations. 47 
U. S. C. § 503(b) (2006 ed. and Supp. IV), § 504(a) (2006 ed.). 
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amount equal to not more than 3 times the amount avail­
able under subparagraph (B) of this paragraph.” 

A similar provision authorizes a private right of action for a 
violation of the FCC’s implementing regulations.5 

B 

Mims, a Florida resident, alleged that Arrow, seeking to 
collect a debt, repeatedly used an automatic telephone dial­
ing system or prerecorded or artificial voice to call Mims’s 
cellular phone without his consent. Commencing suit in the 
U. S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida, 
Mims charged that Arrow “willfully or knowingly violated 
the TCPA.” App. 14. He sought declaratory relief, a per­
manent injunction, and damages. Id., at 18–19. 

The District Court held that it lacked subject-matter juris­
diction over Mims’s TCPA claim. Under Eleventh Circuit 
precedent, the District Court explained, federal-question ju­
risdiction under 28 U. S. C. § 1331 was unavailable “because 
Congress vested jurisdiction over [private actions under] the 
TCPA exclusively in state courts.” Civ. No. 09–22347 (SD 
Fla., Apr. 1, 2010), App. to Pet. for Cert. 4a–5a (citing Nich­
olson v. Hooters of Augusta, Inc., 136 F. 3d 1287 (CA11 
1998)). Adhering to Circuit precedent, the U. S. Court of 
Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit affirmed. 421 Fed. Appx. 

5 Title 47 U. S. C. § 227(c)(5), also captioned “Private right of action,” 
provides: 

“A person who has received more than one telephone call within any 12­
month period by or on behalf of the same entity in violation of the regula­
tions prescribed under this subsection may, if otherwise permitted by the 
laws or rules of court of a State bring in an appropriate court of that 
State— 

“(A) an action based on a violation of the regulations prescribed under 
this subsection to enjoin such violation, 

“(B) an action to recover for actual monetary loss from such a violation, 
or to receive up to $500 in damages for each such violation, whichever is 
greater, or 

“(C) both such actions.” 
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920, 921 (2011) (per curiam) (“Congress granted state courts 
exclusive jurisdiction over private actions under the 
[TCPA].” (quoting Nicholson, 136 F. 3d, at 1287–1288)). 

We granted certiorari, 564 U. S. 1036 (2011), to resolve a 
split among the Circuits as to whether Congress granted 
state courts exclusive jurisdiction over private actions 
brought under the TCPA. Compare Murphey v. Lanier, 
204 F. 3d 911, 915 (CA9 2000) (U. S. district courts lack 
federal-question jurisdiction over private TCPA actions), 
ErieNet, Inc. v. Velocity Net, Inc., 156 F. 3d 513, 519 (CA3 
1998) (same), Foxhall Realty Law Offices, Inc. v. Telecom­
munications Premium Servs., Ltd., 156 F. 3d 432, 434 (CA2 
1998) (same), Nicholson, 136 F. 3d, at 1287–1288 (same), 
Chair King, Inc. v. Houston Cellular Corp., 131 F. 3d 507, 
514 (CA5 1997) (same), and International Science & Tech­
nology Inst. v. Inacom Communications, Inc., 106 F. 3d 
1146, 1158 (CA4 1997) (same), with Charvat v. EchoStar Sat­
ellite, LLC, 630 F. 3d 459, 463–465 (CA6 2010) (U. S. district 
courts have federal-question jurisdiction over private TCPA 
actions), Brill v. Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 427 F. 3d 
446, 447 (CA7 2005) (same), and ErieNet, 156 F. 3d, at 521 
(Alito, J., dissenting) (same). We now hold that Congress 
did not deprive federal courts of federal-question jurisdiction 
over private TCPA suits. 

II 
Federal courts, though “courts of limited jurisdiction,” 

Kokkonen v. Guardian Life Ins. Co. of America, 511 U. S. 
375, 377 (1994), in the main “have no more right to decline 
the exercise of jurisdiction which is given, than to usurp that 
which is not given,” Cohens v. Virginia, 6 Wheat. 264, 404 
(1821). Congress granted federal courts general federal-
question jurisdiction in 1875. See Act of Mar. 3, 1875, § 1, 18 
Stat. 470.6 As now codified, the law provides: “The district 

6 Congress had previously granted general federal-question jurisdiction 
to federal courts, but the grant was short lived. See Steffel v. Thompson, 
415 U. S. 452, 464, n. 14 (1974) (describing Midnight Judges Act of 1801, 
§ 11, 2 Stat. 92, repealed by Act of Mar. 8, 1802, § 1, 2 Stat. 132). 
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courts shall have original jurisdiction of all civil actions aris­
ing under the Constitution, laws, or treaties of the United 
States.” 28 U. S. C. § 1331. The statute originally included 
an amount-in-controversy requirement, set at $500. See Act 
of Mar. 3, 1875, § 1, 18 Stat. 470. Recognizing the responsi­
bility of federal courts to decide claims, large or small, aris­
ing under federal law, Congress in 1980 eliminated the 
amount-in-controversy requirement in federal question (but 
not diversity) cases. See Federal Question Jurisdictional 
Amendments Act of 1980, 94 Stat. 2369 (amending 28 U. S. C. 
§ 1331). See also H. R. Rep. No. 96–1461, p. 1 (1980).7 

Apart from deletion of the amount-in-controversy require­
ment, the general federal-question provision has remained 
essentially unchanged since 1875. See 13D Wright & 
Miller 163. 

Because federal law creates the right of action and pro­
vides the rules of decision, Mims’s TCPA claim, in 28 U. S. C. 
§ 1331’s words, plainly “aris[es] under” the “laws . . . of the 
United States.” As already noted, supra, at 371, “[a] suit 
arises under the law that creates the cause of action.” 
American Well Works, 241 U. S., at 260. Although courts 
have described this formulation as “more useful for inclusion 
than for . . . exclusion,” Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
v. Thompson, 478 U. S. 804, 809, n. 5 (1986) (quoting T. B. 
Harms Co. v. Eliscu, 339 F. 2d 823, 827 (CA2 1964)), there is 
no serious debate that a federally created claim for relief is 
generally a “sufficient condition for federal-question jurisdic­
tion,” Grable & Sons Metal Products, Inc. v. Darue Engi­
neering & Mfg., 545 U. S. 308, 317 (2005).8 

7 At the time it was repealed, the amount-in-controversy requirement in 
federal-question cases had reached $10,000. See Act of July 25, 1958, 72 
Stat. 415. Currently, the amount in controversy in diversity cases must 
exceed $75,000. See 28 U. S. C. § 1332. 

8 For a rare exception to the rule that a federal cause of action suffices 
to ground federal-question jurisdiction, see Shoshone Mining Co. v. Rut­
ter, 177 U. S. 505 (1900), discussed in R. Fallon, J. Manning, D. Meltzer, & 
D. Shapiro, Hart and Wechsler’s The Federal Courts and the Federal Sys­
tem 784–785 (6th ed. 2009). In Shoshone Mining, we held that a suit for 
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Arrow agrees that this action arises under federal law, see 
Tr. of Oral Arg. 27, but urges that Congress vested exclusive 
adjudicatory authority over private TCPA actions in state 
courts. In cases “arising under” federal law, we note, there 
is a “deeply rooted presumption in favor of concurrent state 
court jurisdiction,” rebuttable if “Congress affirmatively 
ousts the state courts of jurisdiction over a particular federal 
claim.” Tafflin v. Levitt, 493 U. S. 455, 458–459 (1990). 
E. g., 28 U. S. C. § 1333 (“The district courts shall have origi­
nal jurisdiction, exclusive of the courts of the States, of: (1) 
Any civil case of admiralty or maritime jurisdiction . . . .”). 
The presumption of concurrent state-court jurisdiction, we 
have recognized, can be overcome “by an explicit statutory 
directive, by unmistakable implication from legislative his­
tory, or by a clear incompatibility between state-court juris­
diction and federal interests.” Gulf Offshore Co. v. Mobil 
Oil Corp., 453 U. S. 473, 478 (1981). 

Arrow readily acknowledges the presumption of concur­
rent state-court jurisdiction, but maintains that 28 U. S. C. 
§ 1331 creates no converse presumption in favor of federal-
court jurisdiction. Instead, Arrow urges, the TCPA, a later, 
more specific statute, displaces § 1331, an earlier, more gen­
eral prescription. See Tr. of Oral Arg. 28–29; Brief for Re­
spondent 31. 

Section 1331, our decisions indicate, is not swept away so 
easily. As stated earlier, see supra, at 377, when federal 
law creates a private right of action and furnishes the sub­
stantive rules of decision, the claim arises under federal 
law, and district courts possess federal-question jurisdiction 

a federal mining patent did not arise under federal law for jurisdictional 
purposes because “the right of possession” in controversy could be deter­
mined by “local rules or customs or state statutes,” 177 U. S., at 509, 510, 
or “may present simply a question of fact,” id., at 509. Here, by contrast, 
the TCPA not only creates the claim for relief and designates the remedy; 
critically, the Act and regulations thereunder supply the governing sub­
stantive law. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 368 (2012) 379 

Opinion of the Court 

under § 1331.9 That principle endures unless Congress di­
vests federal courts of their § 1331 adjudicatory authority. 
See, e. g., Verizon Md. Inc. v. Public Serv. Comm’n of Md., 
535 U. S. 635, 642 (2002) (Nothing in 47 U. S. C. § 252(e)(6) 
“divest[s] the district courts of their authority under 28 
U. S. C. § 1331 to review the [state agency’s] order for compli­
ance with federal law.”); K mart Corp. v. Cartier, Inc., 485 
U. S. 176, 182–183 (1988) (“The District Court would be di­
vested of [§ 1331] jurisdiction . . . if this action fell within one 
of several specific grants of exclusive jurisdiction to the 
Court of International Trade [under 28 U. S. C. § 1581(a) or 
§ 1581(i)(3)].”). 

“[D]ivestment of district court jurisdiction” should be 
found no more readily than “divestmen[t] of state court juris­
diction,” given “the longstanding and explicit grant of fed­
eral question jurisdiction in 28 U. S. C. § 1331.” ErieNet, 
156 F. 3d, at 523 (Alito, J., dissenting); see Gonell, Note, Stat­
utory Interpretation of Federal Jurisdictional Statutes: Ju­
risdiction of the Private Right of Action Under the TCPA, 
66 Ford. L. Rev. 1895, 1929–1930 (1998). Accordingly, the 
District Court retains § 1331 jurisdiction over Mims’s com­
plaint unless the TCPA, expressly or by fair implication, ex­
cludes federal-court adjudication. See Verizon Md., 535 
U. S., at 644; Gonell, supra, at 1929 (Jurisdiction over private 
TCPA actions “is proper under § 1331 unless Congress 
enacted a partial repeal of § 1331 in the TCPA.”). 

III 

Arrow’s arguments do not persuade us that Congress has 
eliminated § 1331 jurisdiction over private actions under 
the TCPA. 

9 Even when a right of action is created by state law, if the claim re­
quires resolution of significant issues of federal law, the case may arise 
under federal law for 28 U. S. C. § 1331 purposes. See Grable & Sons 
Metal Products, Inc. v. Darue Engineering & Mfg., 545 U. S. 308, 312 
(2005). 
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The language of the TCPA—“A person or entity may, if 
otherwise permitted by the laws or rules of court of a State, 
bring [an action] in an appropriate court of that State,” 47 
U. S. C. § 227(b)(3)—Arrow asserts, is uniquely state-court 
oriented. See Brief for Respondent 13. That may be, but 
“[i]t is a general rule that the grant of jurisdiction to one 
court does not, of itself, imply that the jurisdiction is to be 
exclusive.” United States v. Bank of New York & Trust Co., 
296 U. S. 463, 479 (1936). 

Nothing in the permissive language of § 227(b)(3) makes 
state-court jurisdiction exclusive, or otherwise purports to 
oust federal courts of their 28 U. S. C. § 1331 jurisdiction over 
federal claims. See, e. g., Verizon Md., 535 U. S., at 643 
(“[N]othing in 47 U. S. C. § 252(e)(6) purports to strip [§ 1331] 
jurisdiction.”). Cf. Yellow Freight System, Inc. v. Donnelly, 
494 U. S. 820, 823 (1990) (Title VII’s language—“[e]ach 
United States district court . . . shall have jurisdiction of 
actions brought under this subchapter,” 42 U. S. C. § 2000e– 
5(f)(3)—does not “ous[t] state courts of their presumptive ju­
risdiction.” (internal quotation marks omitted)). Congress 
may indeed provide a track for a federal claim exclusive of 
§ 1331. See, e. g., 42 U. S. C. § 405(h) (“No action . . . shall be 
brought under [§ 1331] to recover on any claim arising under 
[Title II of the Social Security Act].”); Weinberger v. Salfi, 
422 U. S. 749, 756–757 (1975). Congress has done nothing of 
that sort here, however. 

Title 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3) does not state that a private 
plaintiff may bring an action under the TCPA “only” in state 
court, or “exclusively” in state court. The absence of such 
a statement contrasts with the Act’s instruction on suits in­
stituted by State Attorneys General. As earlier noted, see 
supra, at 374, § 227(g)(2) (2006 ed., Supp. IV) vests “exclusive 
jurisdiction over [such] actions” in “[t]he district courts of 
the United States.” 10 Section 227(g)(2)’s exclusivity pre­

10 “How strange it would be,” the Seventh Circuit observed, “to make 
federal courts the exclusive forum for suits by the states, while making 
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scription “reinforce[s] the conclusion that [§ 227(b)(3)’s] si­
lence . . . leaves the jurisdictional grant of § 1331 untouched. 
For where otherwise applicable jurisdiction was meant to be 
excluded, it was excluded expressly.” Verizon Md., 535 
U. S., at 644; see ErieNet, 156 F. 3d, at 522 (Alito, J., dissent­
ing) (“Section [227(g)(2)] reveals that, while drafting the 
TCPA, Congress knew full well how to grant exclusive ju­
risdiction with mandatory language. The most natural in­
terpretation of Congress’ failure to use similar language in 
section 227(b)(3) is that Congress did not intend to grant 
exclusive jurisdiction in that section.”); Brill, 427 F. 3d, 
at 451 (“[Section 227(g)(2)] is explicit about exclusivity, 
while § 227(b)(3) is not; the natural inference is that the 
state forum mentioned in § 227(b)(3) is optional rather than 
mandatory.”).11 

Arrow urges that Congress would have had no reason to 
provide for a private action “in an appropriate [state] court,” 

state courts the exclusive forum for suits by private plaintiffs.” Brill v. 
Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 427 F. 3d 446, 451 (2005). 

11 For TCPA actions brought by State Attorneys General, or “an[other] 
official or agency designated by a State,” 47 U. S. C. § 227(g)(1) (2006 ed., 
Supp. IV), Arrow points out, Congress specifically addressed venue, serv­
ice of process, § 227(g)(4), and potential conflicts between federal and state 
enforcement efforts, § 227(g)(7). No similar prescriptions appear in the 
section on private actions, 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3), for this obvious reason: 
“[As] the general rules governing venue and service of process in the 
district courts are well established, see 28 U. S. C. § 1391(b); Fed. Rules 
Civ. Proc. 4, 4.1, there was no need for Congress to reiterate them in 
section 227(b)(3). The fact that venue and service of process are dis­
cussed in section [227(g)(4) (2006 ed., Supp. IV)] and not section 227(b)(3) 
simply indicates that Congress wished to make adjustments to the general 
rules in the former section and not the latter. As for the conflict provi­
sion that appears in section [227(g) (2006 ed., Supp. IV)] but not section 
227(b)(3), it is hardly surprising that Congress would be concerned about 
agency conflicts in the section of the TCPA dealing with official state 
enforcement efforts but not in the section governing private lawsuits.” 
ErieNet, Inc. v. Velocity Net, Inc., 156 F. 3d 513, 523 (CA3 1998) (Alito, 
J., dissenting). 
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§ 227(b)(3), if it did not mean to make the state forum exclu­
sive. Had Congress said nothing at all about bringing pri­
vate TCPA claims in state courts, Arrow observes, those 
courts would nevertheless have concurrent jurisdiction. 
See supra, at 378. True enough, but Congress had simulta­
neously provided for TCPA enforcement actions by state 
authorities, § 227(g) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), and had made fed­
eral district courts exclusively competent in such cases, 
§ 227(g)(2). Congress may simply have wanted to avoid any 
argument that in private actions, as in actions brought by 
State Attorneys General, “federal jurisdiction is exclusive.” 
Brill, 427 F. 3d, at 451 (emphasis deleted) (citing Yellow 
Freight, 494 U. S. 820 (holding, after 26 years of litigation, 
that claims under the Civil Rights Act of 1964 may be re­
solved in state as well as federal courts), and Tafflin, 493 
U. S. 455 (holding, after 20 years of litigation, that claims 
under RICO may be resolved in state as well as federal 
courts)). Moreover, by providing that private actions may 
be brought in state court “if otherwise permitted by the laws 
or rules of court of [the] State,” 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3), Con­
gress arguably gave States leeway they would otherwise 
lack to “decide for [themselves] whether to entertain claims 
under the [TCPA],” Brill, 427 F. 3d, at 451. See Brief for 
Respondent 16 (Congress “le[ft] States free to decide what 
TCPA claims to allow.”).12 

Making state-court jurisdiction over § 227(b)(3) claims 
exclusive, Arrow further asserts, “fits hand in glove with 

12 The Supremacy Clause declares federal law the “supreme law of the 
land,” and state courts must enforce it “in the absence of a valid excuse.” 
Howlett v. Rose, 496 U. S. 356, 370, n. 16 (1990). “An excuse that is incon­
sistent with or violates federal law is not a valid excuse: The Supremacy 
Clause forbids state courts to dissociate themselves from federal law 
because of disagreement with its content or a refusal to recognize the 
superior authority of its source.” Id., at 371. Without the “if otherwise 
permitted” language, 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3), there is little doubt that state 
courts would be obliged to hear TCPA claims. See Testa v. Katt, 330 U. S. 
386, 394 (1947). 
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[Congress’] objective”: enabling States to control telemarket­
ers whose interstate operations evaded state law. Id., at 15. 
Even so, we have observed, jurisdiction conferred by 28 
U. S. C. § 1331 should hold firm against “mere implication 
flowing from subsequent legislation.” Colorado River 
Water Conservation Dist. v. United States, 424 U. S. 800, 
808, 809, n. 15 (1976) (quoting Rosencrans v. United States, 
165 U. S. 257, 262 (1897)). 

We are not persuaded, moreover, that Congress sought 
only to fill a gap in the States’ enforcement capabilities. 
Had Congress so limited its sights, it could have passed a 
statute providing that out-of-state telemarketing calls di­
rected into a State would be subject to the laws of the receiv­
ing State. Congress did not enact such a law. Instead, it 
enacted detailed, uniform, federal substantive prescriptions 
and provided for a regulatory regime administered by a fed­
eral agency. See 47 U. S. C. § 227. TCPA liability thus de­
pends on violation of a federal statutory requirement or an 
FCC regulation, §§ 227(b)(3)(A), (c)(5), not on a violation of 
any state substantive law. 

The federal interest in regulating telemarketing to “pro­
tec[t] the privacy of individuals” while “permit[ting] legiti­
mate [commercial] practices,” § 2, ¶ 9, 105 Stat. 2394, note 
following 47 U. S. C. § 227 (Congressional Findings) (internal 
quotation marks omitted), is evident from the regulatory role 
Congress assigned to the FCC. See, e. g., § 227(b)(2) (delegat­
ing to the FCC authority to exempt calls from the Act’s reach 
and prohibit calls to businesses). Congress’ design would 
be less well served if consumers had to rely on “the laws or 
rules of court of a State,” § 227(b)(3), or the accident of diver­
sity jurisdiction,13 to gain redress for TCPA violations. 

13 Although all Courts of Appeals to have considered the question have 
held that the TCPA does not bar district courts from exercising diversity 
jurisdiction under 28 U. S. C. § 1332, see, e. g., Gottlieb v. Carnival Corp., 
436 F. 3d 335 (CA2 2006), at oral argument, Arrow’s counsel maintained 
that diversity jurisdiction “should go, too,” Tr. of Oral Arg. 39. Were we 
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Arrow emphasizes a statement made on the Senate floor 
by Senator Hollings, the TCPA’s sponsor: 

“Computerized calls are the scourge of modern civili­
zation. They wake us up in the morning; they interrupt 
our dinner at night; they force the sick and elderly out 
of bed; they hound us until we want to rip the telephone 
right out of the wall. 

. . . . . 

“The substitute bill contains a private right-of-action 
provision that will make it easier for consumers to re­
cover damages from receiving these computerized calls. 
The provision would allow consumers to bring an action 
in State court against any entity that violates the bill. 
The bill does not, because of constitutional constraints, 
dictate to the States which court in each State shall be 
the proper venue for such an action, as this is a matter 
for State legislators to determine. Nevertheless, it is 
my hope that States will make it as easy as possible 
for consumers to bring such actions, preferably in small 
claims court. . . . 

“Small claims court or a similar court would allow the 
consumer to appear before the court without an attor­
ney. The amount of damages in this legislation is set 
to be fair to both the consumer and the telemarketer. 
However, it would defeat the purposes of the bill if the 
attorneys’ costs to consumers of bringing an action were 
greater than the potential damages. I thus expect that 
the States will act reasonably in permitting their citi­
zens to go to court to enforce this bill.” 137 Cong. Rec. 
30821–30822 (1991). 

to accept Arrow’s positions that diversity and federal-question jurisdiction 
are unavailable, and that state courts may refuse to hear TCPA claims, 
residents of States that choose not to hear TCPA claims would have no 
forum in which to sue. 
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This statement does not bear the weight Arrow would place 
on it. 

First, the views of a single legislator, even a bill’s sponsor, 
are not controlling. Consumer Product Safety Comm’n v. 
GTE Sylvania, Inc., 447 U. S. 102, 118 (1980). Second, Sen­
ator Hollings did not mention federal-court jurisdiction or 
otherwise suggest that 47 U. S. C. § 227(b)(3) is intended to 
divest federal courts of authority to hear TCPA claims. 
Hollings no doubt believed that mine-run TCPA claims would 
be pursued most expeditiously in state small-claims court.14 

But one cannot glean from his statement any expectation 
that those courts, or state courts generally, would have ex­
clusive jurisdiction over private actions alleging violations 
of the Act or of the FCC’s implementing regulations. Third, 
even if we agreed with Arrow that Senator Hollings ex­
pected private TCPA actions to proceed solely in state 
courts, and even if other supporters shared his view, that 
expectation would not control our judgment on 28 U. S. C. 
§ 1331’s compass. Cf. Yellow Freight, 494 U. S., at 826 
(“persuasive showing that most legislators, judges, and ad­
ministrators . . . involved in the enactment, amendment, en­
forcement, and interpretation of Title VII expected that such 
litigation would be processed exclusively in federal courts” 
did not overcome presumption of concurrent state-court 
jurisdiction). 

Among its arguments for state-court exclusivity, Arrow 
raises a concern about the impact on federal courts were we 
to uphold § 1331 jurisdiction over private actions under the 
TCPA. “[G]iven the enormous volume of telecommunica­

14 The complaint in this very case, we note, could not have been brought 
in small-claims court. Mims alleged some 12 calls, and sought treble dam­
ages ($1,500) for each. See App. 9–14; Tr. of Oral Arg. 12. The amount 
he sought to recover far exceeded the $5,000 ceiling on claims a Florida 
small-claims court can adjudicate. See Fla. Small Claims Rule 7.010(b) 
(rev. ed. 2011). 
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tions presenting potential claims,” Arrow projects, federal 
courts could be inundated by $500-per-violation TCPA 
claims. Brief for Respondent 33. “Moreover, if plaintiffs 
are free to bring TCPA claims in federal court under § 1331, 
then defendants sued in state court would be equally free to 
remove those cases to federal court under 28 U. S. C. § 1441.” 
Id., at 22–23. Indeed, Arrow suggests, defendants could use 
removal as a mechanism to force small-claims-court plaintiffs 
to abandon suit rather than “figh[t] it out” in the “more ex­
pensive federal forum.” Id., at 23. 

Arrow’s floodgates argument assumes “a shocking degree 
of noncompliance” with the Act, Reply Brief 11, and seems 
to us more imaginary than real. The current federal district 
court civil filing fee is $350. 28 U. S. C. § 1914(a). How 
likely is it that a party would bring a $500 claim in, or re­
move a $500 claim to, federal court? Lexis and Westlaw 
searches turned up 65 TCPA claims removed to federal 
district courts in Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin since the 
Seventh Circuit held, in October 2005, that the Act does not 
confer exclusive jurisdiction on state courts. All 65 cases 
were class actions, not individual cases removed from small-
claims court.15 There were also 26 private TCPA claims 
brought initially in federal district courts; of those, 24 were 
class actions. 

IV 

Nothing in the text, structure, purpose, or legislative 
history of the TCPA calls for displacement of the federal-
question jurisdiction U. S. district courts ordinarily have 

15 When Congress wants to make federal claims instituted in state court 
nonremovable, it says just that. See Breuer v. Jim’s Concrete of Brevard, 
Inc., 538 U. S. 691, 696–697 (2003) (quoting, e. g., 28 U. S. C. § 1445(a) (“A 
civil action in any State court against a railroad or its receivers or trust­
ees, [arising under §§ 51–60 of Title 45,] may not be removed to any district 
court of the United States.”) and 15 U. S. C. § 77v(a) (“[N]o case arising 
under this subchapter and brought in any State court of competent juris­
diction shall be removed to any court of the United States.”)). 
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under 28 U. S. C. § 1331. In the absence of direction from 
Congress stronger than any Arrow has advanced, we apply 
the familiar default rule: Federal courts have § 1331 jurisdic­
tion over claims that arise under federal law. Because fed­
eral law gives rise to the claim for relief Mims has stated 
and specifies the substantive rules of decision, the Eleventh 
Circuit erred in dismissing Mims’s case for lack of subject-
matter jurisdiction. 

* * * 

For the reasons stated, the judgment of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit is reversed, and 
the case is remanded for further proceedings consistent with 
this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
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PERRY, GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, et al. v. PEREZ 
et al. 

appeal from the united states district court for the 
western district of texas 

No. 11–713 (11A520). Argued January 9, 2012—Decided January 20, 2012* 

After the 2010 census, Texas redrew its electoral districts to comply with 
the Constitution’s one-person, one-vote rule. Being a “covered juris­
diction” under § 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, Texas submitted its 
newly enacted plans to the United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia to demonstrate that its proposed changes had neither the 
purpose nor the effect “of denying or abridging the right to vote on 
account of race or color.” 42 U. S. C. § 1973c(a). 

While the preclearance proceeding was pending, appellees filed suit 
in the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas, 
alleging that the State’s plans violated the Constitution and § 2 of the 
Voting Rights Act by discriminating against, and diluting the voting 
strength of, Latinos and African-Americans. That court decided to 
withhold judgment pending resolution of the preclearance process, but 
when it became clear that preclearance would not happen in time for 
the 2012 primary elections, the court held hearings and issued interim 
plans. Texas appealed to this Court, arguing that the District Court’s 
interim plans are unnecessarily inconsistent with the State’s enacted 
plans. 

Held: Because it is unclear whether the District Court in Texas followed 
the appropriate standards in drawing interim maps, the orders imple­
menting those maps are vacated. When an intervening event compels 
a district court to create an interim plan, the court “should be guided 
by the legislative policies underlying” the state plan “to the extent 
those policies do not lead to violations of the Constitution or the Voting 
Rights Act.” Abrams v. Johnson, 521 U. S. 74, 79. Where the State’s 
policies are challenged under the Constitution or § 2 of the Voting Rights 
Act, a district court should take guidance from those policies, except to 
the extent such challenges are shown to have a likelihood of success on 
the merits. See Winter v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 
555 U. S. 7, 20. However, where the State’s policies are challenged 

*Together with No. 11–714 (11A521), Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. 
Davis et al., and No. 11–715 (11A536), Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. 
Perez et al., also on appeal from the same court. 
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under § 5, a district court must not prejudge the merits of the preclear­
ance proceedings, which can be addressed only by the District Court for 
the District of Columbia. A district court may satisfy the standard by 
taking guidance from the State’s policies unless they reflect aspects of 
the plan that stand a reasonable probability of failing to gain § 5 pre­
clearance, i. e., the § 5 challenge is not insubstantial. This standard ade­
quately balances the unique preclearance scheme with the State’s sover­
eignty and a district court’s need for policy guidance in constructing an 
interim map. Lopez v. Monterey County, 519 U. S. 9, and McDaniel v. 
Sanchez, 452 U. S. 130, hold only that a district court may not adopt an 
unprecleared plan as its own, not, as appellees argue, that a district 
court may not take guidance from the lawful policies incorporated in 
such a plan. To the extent the District Court here exceeded its mission 
and substituted its own concept of the public good for the Texas Legisla­
ture’s, the court erred. 

Vacated and remanded. 

Paul D. Clement argued the cause for appellants in all 
cases. With him on the briefs were Conor B. Dugan, Greg 
Abbott, Attorney General of Texas, Jonathan Mitchell, Solic­
itor General, David J. Schenck, James D. Blacklock, Mat­
thew H. Frederick, and J. Reed Clay, Jr. 

Principal Deputy Solicitor General Srinivasan argued 
the cause for the United States as amicus curiae supporting 
affirmance in part and vacatur in part. With him on the 
brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney 
General Perez, William M. Jay, Sarah E. Harrington, Jes­
sica Dunsay Silver, and Linda F. Thome. 

Jose Garza argued the cause for appellees in all cases. 
Paul M. Smith, Michael B. DeSanctis, Jessica Ring Amun­
son, J. Gerald Hebert, and David Richards filed briefs in all 
cases for appellees Wendy Davis et al. Anita Earls, Gary 
Bledsoe, and Robert S. Notzon filed briefs in all cases for 
appellees Texas State Conference of NAACP Branches et al. 
Nina Perales, Pamela Karlan, Joaquin G. Avila, Richard 
E. Gray III, Mr. Garza, and David Richards filed briefs in 
all cases for appellees Texas Latino Redistricting Task Force 
et al. Renea Hicks, John M. Devaney, Marc E. Elias, Kevin 
J. Hamilton, Messrs. Smith, DeSanctis, Ms. Amunson, and 
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Mr. Hebert filed briefs in all cases for appellees Eddie Rodri­
guez et al.† 

Per Curiam. 
The 2010 census showed an enormous increase in Texas’ 

population, with over four million new residents. That 
growth required the State to redraw its electoral districts 
for the United States Congress, the State Senate, and the 
State House of Representatives, in order to comply with the 
Constitution’s one-person, one-vote rule. See Georgia v. 
Ashcroft, 539 U. S. 461, 488, n. 2 (2003). The State also had 
to create new districts for the four additional congressional 
seats it received. 

Texas is a “covered jurisdiction” under § 5 of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. See 79 Stat. 439, 42 U. S. C. § 1973c(a); 
28 CFR pt. 51, App. (2011). Section 5 suspends all changes 
to a covered jurisdiction’s election procedures, including dis­
trict lines, until those changes are submitted to and approved 
by a three-judge United States District Court for the Dis­
trict of Columbia, or the Attorney General. See Northwest 
Austin Municipal Util. Dist. No. One v. Holder, 557 U. S. 
193, 198 (2009). This process, known as preclearance, re­

†A brief of amici curiae urging reversal in all cases was filed for the 
State of Alabama et al. by Luther Strange, Attorney General of Alabama, 
John C. Neiman, Jr., Solicitor General, and Andrew L. Brasher, Deputy 
Solicitor General, and by the Attorneys General for their respective States 
as follows: Thomas C. Horne of Arizona, Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, 
Samuel S. Olens of Georgia, James D. “Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, 
Bill Schuette of Michigan, Alan Wilson of South Carolina, and Kenneth T. 
Cuccinelli II of Virginia. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging vacatur in all cases were filed for Con­
gressman Francisco Canseco by Chris K. Gober and Eric C. Opiela; for 
the Eagle Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund, Inc., by Lawrence J. 
Joseph; and for Edward Chen et al. by William S. Consovoy and Thomas 
R. McCarthy. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed in all cases for the Cato Institute by 
Ilya Shapiro; and for the Organization of Chinese Americans Greater 
Houston Chapter by Saul P. Morgenstern and Kenneth Kimerling. 
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quires the covered jurisdiction to demonstrate that its pro­
posed change “neither has the purpose nor will have the ef­
fect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of 
race or color.” § 1973c(a). This Court has been emphatic 
that a new electoral map cannot be used to conduct an elec­
tion until it has been precleared. See, e. g., Clark v. Roemer, 
500 U. S. 646, 652 (1991). 

The day after completing its new electoral plans, Texas 
submitted them to the United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia for preclearance. The preclearance 
process remains ongoing. Texas was unsuccessful in its bid 
for summary judgment, and a trial is scheduled in the coming 
weeks. Meanwhile, various plaintiffs—appellees here— 
brought suit in Texas, claiming that the State’s newly 
enacted plans violate the United States Constitution and § 2 
of the Voting Rights Act.1 Appellees alleged, inter alia, 
that Texas’ enacted plans discriminate against Latinos and 
African-Americans and dilute their voting strength, notwith­
standing the fact that Latinos and African-Americans ac­
counted for three-quarters of Texas’ population growth since 
2000. A three-judge panel of the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Texas was convened. See 
28 U. S. C. § 2284. That court heard argument and held a 
trial with respect to the plaintiffs’ claims, but withheld judg­
ment pending resolution of the preclearance process in the 
D. C. court. Cf. Branch v. Smith, 538 U. S. 254, 283–285 
(2003) (Kennedy, J., concurring). 

As Texas’ 2012 primaries approached, it became increas­
ingly likely that the State’s newly enacted plans would not 
receive preclearance in time for the 2012 elections. And the 
State’s old district lines could not be used, because popula­
tion growth had rendered them inconsistent with the Consti­

1 Section 2 prohibits “any State or political subdivision” from imposing 
any electoral practice “which results in a denial or abridgement of the 
right of any citizen of the United States to vote on account of race or 
color.” 42 U. S. C. § 1973(a). 
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tution’s one-person, one-vote requirement. It thus fell to 
the District Court in Texas to devise interim plans for the 
State’s 2012 primaries and elections. See Connor v. Finch, 
431 U. S. 407, 414–415 (1977). After receiving proposals 
from the parties and holding extensive hearings, that court 
issued its interim plans. The court unanimously agreed on 
an interim State Senate plan, but Judge Smith dissented 
with respect to the congressional and State House plans. 
Texas asked this Court to stay the interim plans pending an 
appeal, arguing that they were unnecessarily inconsistent 
with the State’s enacted plans. This Court granted the stay 
and noted probable jurisdiction. Post, p. 1090. 

Redistricting is “primarily the duty and responsibility of 
the State.” Chapman v. Meier, 420 U. S. 1, 27 (1975). The 
failure of a State’s newly enacted plan to gain preclearance 
prior to an upcoming election does not, by itself, require a 
court to take up the state legislature’s task. That is be­
cause, in most circumstances, the State’s last enacted plan 
simply remains in effect until the new plan receives preclear­
ance. But if an intervening event—most commonly, as here, 
a census—renders the current plan unusable, a court must 
undertake the “unwelcome obligation” of creating an interim 
plan. Connor, supra, at 415. Even then, the plan already 
in effect may give sufficient structure to the court’s en­
deavor. Where shifts in a State’s population have been rela­
tively small, a court may need to make only minor or obvious 
adjustments to the State’s existing districts in order to de­
vise an interim plan. 

But here the scale of Texas’ population growth appears to 
require sweeping changes to the State’s current districts. 
In areas where population shifts are so large that no sem­
blance of the existing plan’s district lines can be used, that 
plan offers little guidance to a court drawing an interim 
map. The problem is perhaps most obvious in adding new 
congressional districts: The old plan gives no suggestion as 
to where those new districts should be placed. In addition, 
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experience has shown the difficulty of defining neutral legal 
principles in this area, for redistricting ordinarily involves 
criteria and standards that have been weighed and evaluated 
by the elected branches in the exercise of their political judg­
ment. See, e. g., Miller v. Johnson, 515 U. S. 900, 915–916 
(1995); White v. Weiser, 412 U. S. 783, 795–796 (1973). Thus, 
if the old state districts were the only source to which a 
district court could look, it would be forced to make the sort 
of policy judgments for which courts are, at best, ill suited. 

To avoid being compelled to make such otherwise stand­
ardless decisions, a district court should take guidance from 
the State’s recently enacted plan in drafting an interim plan. 
That plan reflects the State’s policy judgments on where to 
place new districts and how to shift existing ones in response 
to massive population growth. This Court has observed be­
fore that “faced with the necessity of drawing district lines 
by judicial order, a court, as a general rule, should be guided 
by the legislative policies underlying” a state plan—even one 
that was itself unenforceable—“to the extent those policies 
do not lead to violations of the Constitution or the Voting 
Rights Act.” Abrams v. Johnson, 521 U. S. 74, 79 (1997) 
(holding that the District Court properly declined to defer 
to a precleared plan that used race as a predominant factor). 
For example, in White, supra, an equal population challenge, 
this Court reversed a District Court’s choice of interim plan 
and required the District Court to choose a plan more closely 
resembling an enacted state plan, even though the state plan 
itself had been held to violate the one-person, one-vote prin­
ciple. Similarly, in Upham v. Seamon, 456 U. S. 37 (1982) 
(per curiam), although the state plan as a whole had been 
denied § 5 preclearance, this Court directed a District Court 
to “defer to the legislative judgments the [state] plans re­
flect,” insofar as they involved districts found to meet the 
preclearance standard. Id., at 40–41. See also Whitcomb 
v. Chavis, 403 U. S. 124, 160–161 (1971) (equal protection 
challenge). 
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Section 5 prevents a state plan from being implemented if 
it has not been precleared. But that does not mean that the 
plan is of no account or that the policy judgments it reflects 
can be disregarded by a district court drawing an interim 
plan. On the contrary, the state plan serves as a start­
ing point for the district court. It provides important guid­
ance that helps ensure that the district court appropriately 
confines itself to drawing interim maps that comply with the 
Constitution and the Voting Rights Act, without displac­
ing legitimate state policy judgments with the court’s own 
preferences. 

A district court making such use of a State’s plan must, of 
course, take care not to incorporate into the interim plan any 
legal defects in the state plan. See Abrams, supra, at 85– 
86; White, supra, at 797. Where a State’s plan faces chal­
lenges under the Constitution or § 2 of the Voting Rights Act, 
a district court should still be guided by that plan, except 
to the extent those legal challenges are shown to have a like­
lihood of success on the merits. Plaintiffs seeking a prelim­
inary injunction of a statute must normally demonstrate that 
they are likely to succeed on the merits of their challenge 
to that law. See Winter v. Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Inc., 555 U. S. 7, 20 (2008). There is no reason that 
plaintiffs seeking to defeat the policies behind a State’s redis­
tricting legislation should not also have to meet that stand­
ard. And because the local district court—here, the District 
Court for the Western District of Texas—will ultimately de­
cide the merits of claims under § 2 and the Constitution, it is 
well equipped to apply that familiar standard. 

The calculus with respect to § 5 challenges is somewhat 
different. Where a State has sought preclearance in the 
District Court for the District of Columbia, § 5 allows only 
that court to determine whether the state plan complies with 
§ 5. Consistent with that design, we have made clear that 
other district courts may not address the merits of § 5 chal­
lenges. See, e. g., Perkins v. Matthews, 400 U. S. 379, 385 
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(1971). The local district court drafting an interim plan 
must therefore be careful not to prejudge the merits of the 
preclearance proceedings. The court should presume nei­
ther that a State’s effort to preclear its plan will succeed nor 
that it will fail. 

The need to avoid prejudging the merits of preclearance is 
satisfied by taking guidance from a State’s policy judgments 
unless they reflect aspects of the state plan that stand a rea­
sonable probability of failing to gain § 5 preclearance. And 
by “reasonable probability” this Court means in this context 
that the § 5 challenge is not insubstantial. That standard 
ensures that a district court is not deprived of important 
guidance provided by a state plan due to § 5 challenges that 
have no reasonable probability of success but still respects 
the jurisdiction and prerogative of those responsible for the 
preclearance determination. And the reasonable probabil­
ity standard adequately balances the unique preclearance 
scheme with the State’s sovereignty and a district court’s 
need for policy guidance in constructing an interim map. 
This Court recently noted the “serious constitutional ques­
tions” raised by § 5’s intrusion on state sovereignty. North­
west Austin, 557 U. S., at 204. Those concerns would only 
be exacerbated if § 5 required a district court to wholly ig­
nore the State’s policies in drawing maps that will govern a 
State’s elections, without any reason to believe those state 
policies are unlawful. 

Appellees, however, contend that § 5 demands exactly that. 
In their view, this Court’s precedents require district courts 
to ignore any state plan that has not received § 5 preclear­
ance. But the cases upon which appellees rely hold only 
that a district court may not adopt an unprecleared plan as 
its own. See Lopez v. Monterey County, 519 U. S. 9 (1996); 
McDaniel v. Sanchez, 452 U. S. 130 (1981). They say noth­
ing about whether a district court may take guidance from 
the lawful policies incorporated in such a plan for aid in 
drawing an interim map. Indeed, in Upham this Court or­
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dered a District Court to defer to the unobjectionable as­
pects of a State’s plan even though that plan had already 
been denied preclearance. 

In this litigation, the District Court stated that it had 
“giv[en] effect to as much of the policy judgments in the Leg­
islature’s enacted map as possible.” 1 App. 182. At the 
same time, however, the court said that it was required to 
draw an “independent map” following “neutral principles 
that advance the interest of the collective public good.” Id., 
at 169–170. In the court’s view, it “was not required to give 
any deference to the Legislature’s enacted plan,” and it in­
stead applied principles that it determined “place the inter­
ests of the citizens of Texas first.” Id., at 171. To the ex­
tent the District Court exceeded its mission to draw interim 
maps that do not violate the Constitution or the Voting 
Rights Act, and substituted its own concept of “the collective 
public good” for the Texas Legislature’s determination of 
which policies serve “the interests of the citizens of Texas,” 
the court erred. 

In proclaiming its ability to draw an interim map “without 
regard to political considerations,” the District Court relied 
heavily on Balderas v. Texas, No. 6:01cv158, 2001 U. S. Dist. 
LEXIS 25740 (ED Tex., Nov. 14, 2001) (per curiam), sum­
marily aff ’d, 536 U. S. 919 (2002). 1 App. 182. But in Bald-
eras there was no recently enacted state plan to which the 
District Court could turn. Without the benefit of legislative 
guidance in making distinctly legislative policy judgments, 
the Balderas court was perhaps compelled to design an in­
terim map based on its own notion of the public good. Be­
cause the District Court here had the benefit of a recently 
enacted plan to assist it, the court had neither the need nor 
the license to cast aside that vital aid. 

Some specific aspects of the District Court’s plans seem to 
pay adequate attention to the State’s policies, others do not, 
and the propriety of still others is unclear. For example, in 
drawing State House districts in north and east Texas, the 
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District Court closely followed the State’s policies. See 1 
App. 173; 5 id., at 25–26. Although Texas’ entire State 
House plan is challenged in the § 5 proceedings, there is ap­
parently no serious allegation that the district lines in north 
and east Texas have a discriminatory intent or effect. 1 id., 
at 187, n. 4. The District Court was thus correct to take 
guidance from the State’s plan in drawing the interim map 
for those regions. But the court then altered those districts 
to achieve de minimis population variations—even though 
there was no claim that the population variations in those 
districts were unlawful. Id., at 171, and n. 8. In the ab­
sence of any legal flaw in this respect in the State’s plan, the 
District Court had no basis to modify that plan.2 

The District Court also erred in refusing to split voting 
precincts (called “voter tabulation districts” in Texas) in 
drawing the interim plans. Id., at 90, 102–103. That choice 
alone prevented the District Court from following the lead of 
Texas’ enacted plan—which freely splits precincts—in many 
areas where there were no legal challenges to the plan’s de­
tails. See id., at 102–103, 116, n. 24. The District Court 
was apparently motivated by a well-intentioned desire to 
save Texas the time and expense of reconfiguring precincts, 
and to ensure that the court’s interim plan could be imple­
mented in time for the upcoming election. Id., at 90, 102– 
103, 109. But the State’s plan accepted the costs of splitting 
precincts in order to accomplish other goals, and Texas law 
expressly allows recasting precincts when redistricting. 
See Tex. Elec. Code Ann. § 42.032 (West 2010). If a State 
has chosen to accept the burden of changing its precincts, 

2 This Court has stated that court-drawn maps are held to a higher 
standard of acceptable population variation than legislatively enacted 
maps. See, e. g., Abrams v. Johnson, 521 U. S. 74, 98 (1997). But this 
Court has also explained that those “stricter standard[s]” are not trig­
gered where a district court incorporates unchallenged portions of a 
State’s map into an interim map. Upham v. Seamon, 456 U. S. 37, 42–43 
(1982) (per curiam). 
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and its decision to do so is otherwise lawful, there is no 
warrant for a district court to ignore the State’s decision. 
Of course, in these cases it may well be that Texas will re­
examine this issue in light of the exigencies caused by the 
impending election. 

The District Court also appears to have unnecessarily ig­
nored the State’s plans in drawing certain individual dis­
tricts. For example, the District Court drew an interim 
District 77 that resembles neither the State’s newly enacted 
plan, nor the previous plan in effect prior to the 2010 census. 
The court said that it did so in response to alleged constitu­
tional violations. 1 App. 174–175. But the court did not 
say that those allegations were plausible, much less likely to 
succeed. Nor did the District Court rely on a finding that 
the relevant aspects of the state plan stood a reasonable 
probability of failing to gain § 5 preclearance, see supra, at 
395. Without such a determination, the District Court had 
no basis for drawing a district that does not resemble any 
legislatively enacted plan. 

The court’s approach in drawing other districts was un­
clear. The interim plan’s Congressional District 33, for ex­
ample, disregards aspects of the State’s plan that appear to 
be subject to strong challenges in the § 5 proceeding. See 3 
App. 600–601; 5 id., at 12–14. That much seems appro­
priate, but there are grounds for concern with the path the 
District Court followed from there. The court’s order sug­
gests that it may have intentionally drawn District 33 as a 
“minority coalition opportunity district” in which the court 
expected two different minority groups to band together to 
form an electoral majority. 1 id., at 147. The order is 
somewhat ambiguous on this point—some portions suggest 
that the court deliberately designed such a district, other 
parts suggest that it drew the district solely as a response 
to population growth in the area. Compare id., at 146–147 
(“Because much of the growth that occurred in the Dallas-
Fort Worth metroplex was attributable to minorities, the 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 388 (2012) 399 

Thomas, J., concurring in judgment 

new district 33 was drawn as a minority coalition opportu­
nity district”), with id., at 144 (“The Court has nowhere ex­
pressly sought to increase the performance of any opportu­
nity district above benchmark”). If the District Court did 
set out to create a minority coalition district, rather than 
drawing a district that simply reflected population growth, 
it had no basis for doing so. Cf. Bartlett v. Strickland, 556 
U. S. 1, 13–15 (2009) (plurality opinion). 

Because it is unclear whether the District Court for the 
Western District of Texas followed the appropriate stand­
ards in drawing interim maps for the 2012 Texas elections, 
the orders implementing those maps are vacated, and the 
cases are remanded for further proceedings consistent with 
this opinion. 

The judgment shall issue forthwith. 
It is so ordered. 

Justice Thomas, concurring in the judgment. 

The Court proceeds from the premise that court-drawn 
interim plans are necessary in part because Texas’ newly 
enacted redistricting plans are unenforceable for lack of 
preclearance under § 5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
Ante, at 390–392. In my view, Texas’ failure to timely ob­
tain § 5 preclearance of its new plans is no obstacle to their 
implementation, because, as I have previously explained, § 5 
is unconstitutional. See Northwest Austin Municipal Util. 
Dist. No. One v. Holder, 557 U. S. 193, 212 (2009) (opinion 
concurring in judgment in part and dissenting in part). Al­
though Texas’ new plans are being challenged on the grounds 
that they violate the Federal Constitution and § 2 of the Voting 
Rights Act, they have not yet been found to violate any law. 
Accordingly, Texas’ duly enacted redistricting plans should 
govern the upcoming elections. I would therefore vacate the 
interim orders and remand for the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Texas to consider appel­
lees’ constitutional and § 2 challenges in the ordinary course. 
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Syllabus 

UNITED STATES v. JONES 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the district of columbia circuit 

No. 10–1259. Argued November 8, 2011—Decided January 23, 2012 

The Government obtained a search warrant permitting it to install a 
Global-Positioning-System (GPS) tracking device on a vehicle registered 
to respondent Jones’s wife. The warrant authorized installation in the 
District of Columbia and within 10 days, but agents installed the device 
on the 11th day and in Maryland. The Government then tracked the 
vehicle’s movements for 28 days. It subsequently secured an indict­
ment of Jones and others on drug-trafficking-conspiracy charges. The 
District Court suppressed the GPS data obtained while the vehicle was 
parked at Jones’s residence, but held the remaining data admissible be­
cause Jones had no reasonable expectation of privacy when the vehicle 
was on public streets. Jones was convicted. The D. C. Circuit re­
versed, concluding that admission of the evidence obtained by warrant-
less use of the GPS device violated the Fourth Amendment. 

Held: The Government’s attachment of the GPS device to the vehicle, and 
its use of that device to monitor the vehicle’s movements, constitutes a 
search under the Fourth Amendment. Pp. 404–413. 

(a) The Fourth Amendment protects the “right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason­
able searches and seizures.” Here, the Government’s physical intrusion 
on an “effect” for the purpose of obtaining information constitutes a 
“search.” This type of encroachment on an area enumerated in the 
Amendment would have been considered a search within the meaning 
of the Amendment at the time it was adopted. Pp. 404–405. 

(b) This conclusion is consistent with this Court’s Fourth Amendment 
jurisprudence, which until the latter half of the 20th century was tied 
to common-law trespass. Later cases, which have deviated from that 
exclusively property-based approach, have applied the analysis of Jus­
tice Harlan’s concurrence in Katz v. United States, 389 U. S. 347, which 
said that the Fourth Amendment protects a person’s “reasonable expec­
tation of privacy,” id., at 360. Here, the Court need not address the 
Government’s contention that Jones had no “reasonable expectation of 
privacy,” because Jones’s Fourth Amendment rights do not rise or fall 
with the Katz formulation. At bottom, the Court must “assur[e] pres­
ervation of that degree of privacy against government that existed when 
the Fourth Amendment was adopted.” Kyllo v. United States, 533 
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U. S. 27, 34. Katz did not repudiate the understanding that the Fourth 
Amendment embodies a particular concern for government trespass 
upon the areas it enumerates. The Katz reasonable-expectation-of­
privacy test has been added to, but not substituted for, the common-law 
trespassory test. See Alderman v. United States, 394 U. S. 165, 176; 
Soldal v. Cook County, 506 U. S. 56, 64. United States v. Knotts, 460 
U. S. 276, and United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 705—post-Katz cases 
rejecting Fourth Amendment challenges to “beepers,” electronic track­
ing devices representing another form of electronic monitoring—do not 
foreclose the conclusion that a search occurred here. New York v. 
Class, 475 U. S. 106, and Oliver v. United States, 466 U. S. 170, also do 
not support the Government’s position. Pp. 405–413 

(c) The Government’s alternative argument—that if the attachment 
and use of the device was a search, it was a reasonable one—is forfeited 
because it was not raised below. P. 413. 

615 F. 3d 544, affirmed. 

Scalia, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Kennedy, Thomas, and Sotomayor, JJ., joined. Sotomayor, J., filed 
a concurring opinion, post, p. 413. Alito, J., filed an opinion concurring 
in the judgment, in which Ginsburg, Breyer, and Kagan, JJ., joined, 
post, p. 418. 

Deputy Solicitor General Dreeben argued the cause for 
the United States. With him on the briefs were Solicitor 
General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney General Breuer, Ann 
O’Connell, and J. Campbell Barker. 

Stephen C. Leckar argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Walter Dellinger and Jonathan D. 
Hacker.* 

*Michael Y. Scudder, Jr., Lara A. Riley, and Anthony S. Barkow filed 
a brief for the Center on the Administration of Criminal Law, New York 
University School of Law, as amicus curiae urging reversal. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the American 
Civil Liberties Union et al. by Catherine Crump, Steven R. Shapiro, Ja­
meel Jaffer, Arthur B. Spitzer, and Daniel I. Prywes; for the Cato Insti­
tute by Ilya Shapiro, James W. Harper, and Timothy Lynch; for the Cen­
ter for Democracy & Technology et al. by Andrew J. Pincus, Charles A. 
Rothfeld, and Jeffrey A. Meyer; for The Constitution Project by Douglas 
Hallward-Driemeier, Michael Li-Ming Wong, and Sharon Bradford 
Franklin; for the Council on American-Islamic Relations by Nadhira Al­
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Justice Scalia delivered the opinion of the Court. 

We decide whether the attachment of a Global-Positioning-
System (GPS) tracking device to an individual’s vehicle, and 
subsequent use of that device to monitor the vehicle’s move­
ments on public streets, constitutes a search or seizure 
within the meaning of the Fourth Amendment. 

I 

In 2004 respondent Antoine Jones, owner and operator of 
a nightclub in the District of Columbia, came under suspicion 
of trafficking in narcotics and was made the target of an in­
vestigation by a joint Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
Metropolitan Police Department task force. Officers em­
ployed various investigative techniques, including visual sur­
veillance of the nightclub, installation of a camera focused on 
the front door of the club, and a pen register and wiretap 
covering Jones’s cellular phone. 

Based in part on information gathered from these sources, 
in 2005 the Government applied to the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia for a warrant authorizing 
the use of an electronic tracking device on the Jeep Grand 
Cherokee registered to Jones’s wife. A warrant issued, au-

Khalili; for the Electronic Privacy Information Center et al. by Marc 
Rotenberg; for Fourth Amendment Historians by Wesley M. Oliver and 
Fabio Arcila, Jr.; for Gun Owners of America, Inc., et al. by Herbert W. 
Titus, William J. Olson, John S. Miles, Jeremiah L. Morgan, Mark B. 
Weinberg, Joseph W. Miller, and Gary G. Kreep; for the National Associa­
tion of Criminal Defense Lawyers et al. by Jeffrey T. Green, Norman L. 
Reimer, Patricia Cresta-Savage, Rich Gilbert, Stephen P. Hardwick, 
Sarah O’Rourke Shrup, H. Louis Sirkin, Jennifer M. Kinsley, and Rich­
ard D. Willstatter; for the Owner-Operator Independent Drivers Associa­
tion, Inc., by Paul D. Cullen, Sr., and Daniel E. Cohen; and for the Yale 
Law School Information Society Project Scholars et al. by Priscilla J. 
Smith. 

John W. Whitehead and Rita M. Dunaway filed a brief for The Ruther­
ford Institute et al. as amici curiae. 
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thorizing installation of the device in the District of Colum­
bia and within 10 days. 

On the 11th day, and not in the District of Columbia but 
in Maryland,1 agents installed a GPS tracking device on the 
undercarriage of the Jeep while it was parked in a public 
parking lot. Over the next 28 days, the Government used 
the device to track the vehicle’s movements, and once had to 
replace the device’s battery when the vehicle was parked in 
a different public lot in Maryland. By means of signals from 
multiple satellites, the device established the vehicle’s loca­
tion within 50 to 100 feet, and communicated that location 
by cellular phone to a Government computer. It relayed 
more than 2,000 pages of data over the 4-week period. 

The Government ultimately obtained a multiple-count in­
dictment charging Jones and several alleged co-conspirators 
with, as relevant here, conspiracy to distribute and possess 
with intent to distribute five kilograms or more of cocaine 
and 50 grams or more of cocaine base, in violation of 21 
U. S. C. §§ 841 and 846. Before trial, Jones filed a motion to 
suppress evidence obtained through the GPS device. The 
District Court granted the motion only in part, suppressing 
the data obtained while the vehicle was parked in the garage 
adjoining Jones’s residence. 451 F. Supp. 2d 71, 88 (2006). 
It held the remaining data admissible, because “ ‘[a] person 
traveling in an automobile on public thoroughfares has no 
reasonable expectation of privacy in his movements from one 
place to another.’ ” Ibid. (quoting United States v. Knotts, 
460 U. S. 276, 281 (1983)). Jones’s trial in October 2006 
produced a hung jury on the conspiracy count. 

In March 2007, a grand jury returned another indictment, 
charging Jones and others with the same conspiracy. The 
Government introduced at trial the same GPS-derived loca­
tional data admitted in the first trial, which connected Jones 

1 In this litigation, the Government has conceded noncompliance with 
the warrant and has argued only that a warrant was not required. United 
States v. Maynard, 615 F. 3d 544, 566, n. (CADC 2010). 
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to the alleged conspirators’ stash house that contained 
$850,000 in cash, 97 kilograms of cocaine, and 1 kilogram of 
cocaine base. The jury returned a guilty verdict, and the 
District Court sentenced Jones to life imprisonment. 

The United States Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit reversed the conviction because of admis­
sion of the evidence obtained by warrantless use of the GPS 
device which, it said, violated the Fourth Amendment. 
United States v. Maynard, 615 F. 3d 544 (2010). The D. C. 
Circuit denied the Government’s petition for rehearing en 
banc, with four judges dissenting. 625 F. 3d 766 (2010). We 
granted certiorari, 564 U. S. 1036 (2011). 

II 

A 

The Fourth Amendment provides in relevant part that 
“[t]he right of the people to be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches 
and seizures, shall not be violated.” It is beyond dispute 
that a vehicle is an “effect” as that term is used in the 
Amendment. United States v. Chadwick, 433 U. S. 1, 12 
(1977). We hold that the Government’s installation of a GPS 
device on a target’s vehicle,2 and its use of that device to 
monitor the vehicle’s movements, constitutes a “search.” 

It is important to be clear about what occurred in this 
case: The Government physically occupied private property 
for the purpose of obtaining information. We have no doubt 
that such a physical intrusion would have been considered a 

2 As we have noted, the Jeep was registered to Jones’s wife. The Gov­
ernment acknowledged, however, that Jones was “the exclusive driver.” 
Id., at 555, n. (internal quotation marks omitted). If Jones was not the 
owner he had at least the property rights of a bailee. The Court of Ap­
peals concluded that the vehicle’s registration did not affect his ability to 
make a Fourth Amendment objection, ibid., and the Government has not 
challenged that determination here. We therefore do not consider the 
Fourth Amendment significance of Jones’s status. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 400 (2012) 405 

Opinion of the Court 

“search” within the meaning of the Fourth Amendment when 
it was adopted. Entick v. Carrington, 95 Eng. Rep. 807 
(C. P. 1765), is a “case we have described as a ‘monument of 
English freedom’ ‘undoubtedly familiar’ to ‘every American 
statesman’ at the time the Constitution was adopted, and 
considered to be ‘the true and ultimate expression of consti­
tutional law’ ” with regard to search and seizure. Brower v. 
County of Inyo, 489 U. S. 593, 596 (1989) (quoting Boyd v. 
United States, 116 U. S. 616, 626 (1886)). In that case, Lord 
Camden expressed in plain terms the significance of prop­
erty rights in search-and-seizure analysis: 

“[O]ur law holds the property of every man so sacred, 
that no man can set his foot upon his neighbour’s close 
without his leave; if he does he is a trespasser, though 
he does no damage at all; if he will tread upon his neigh­
bour’s ground, he must justify it by law.” Entick, 
supra, at 817. 

The text of the Fourth Amendment reflects its close connec­
tion to property, since otherwise it would have referred 
simply to “the right of the people to be secure against unrea­
sonable searches and seizures”; the phrase “in their persons, 
houses, papers, and effects” would have been superfluous. 

Consistent with this understanding, our Fourth Amend­
ment jurisprudence was tied to common-law trespass, at 
least until the latter half of the 20th century. Kyllo v. 
United States, 533 U. S. 27, 31 (2001); Kerr, The Fourth 
Amendment and New Technologies: Constitutional Myths 
and the Case for Caution, 102 Mich. L. Rev. 801, 816 (2004). 
Thus, in Olmstead v. United States, 277 U. S. 438 (1928), we 
held that wiretaps attached to telephone wires on the public 
streets did not constitute a Fourth Amendment search be­
cause “[t]here was no entry of the houses or offices of the 
defendants,” id., at 464. 

Our later cases, of course, have deviated from that exclu­
sively property-based approach. In Katz v. United States, 
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389 U. S. 347, 351 (1967), we said that “the Fourth Amend­
ment protects people, not places,” and found a violation in 
attachment of an eavesdropping device to a public telephone 
booth. Our later cases have applied the analysis of Justice 
Harlan’s concurrence in that case, which said that a violation 
occurs when government officers violate a person’s “reason­
able expectation of privacy,” id., at 360. See, e. g., Bond v. 
United States, 529 U. S. 334 (2000); California v. Ciraolo, 
476 U. S. 207 (1986); Smith v. Maryland, 442 U. S. 735 (1979). 

The Government contends that the Harlan standard shows 
that no search occurred here, since Jones had no “reasonable 
expectation of privacy” in the area of the Jeep accessed by 
Government agents (its underbody) and in the locations of 
the Jeep on the public roads, which were visible to all. But 
we need not address the Government’s contentions, because 
Jones’s Fourth Amendment rights do not rise or fall with the 
Katz formulation. At bottom, we must “assur[e] preserva­
tion of that degree of privacy against government that ex­
isted when the Fourth Amendment was adopted.” Kyllo, 
supra, at 34. As explained, for most of our history the 
Fourth Amendment was understood to embody a particular 
concern for government trespass upon the areas (“persons, 
houses, papers, and effects”) it enumerates.3 Katz did not 

3 Justice Alito’s concurrence (hereinafter concurrence) doubts the wis­
dom of our approach because “it is almost impossible to think of late-18th­
century situations that are analogous to what took place in this case.” 
Post, at 420 (opinion concurring in judgment). But in fact it posits a sit­
uation that is not far afield—a constable’s concealing himself in the target’s 
coach in order to track its movements. Ibid. There is no doubt that the 
information gained by that trespassory activity would be the product of an 
unlawful search—whether that information consisted of the conversations 
occurring in the coach, or of the destinations to which the coach traveled. 

In any case, it is quite irrelevant whether there was an 18th-century 
analog. Whatever new methods of investigation may be devised, our 
task, at a minimum, is to decide whether the action in question would 
have constituted a “search” within the original meaning of the Fourth 
Amendment. Where, as here, the Government obtains information by 
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repudiate that understanding. Less than two years later 
the Court upheld defendants’ contention that the Govern­
ment could not introduce against them conversations be­
tween other people obtained by warrantless placement of 
electronic surveillance devices in their homes. The opinion 
rejected the dissent’s contention that there was no Fourth 
Amendment violation “unless the conversational privacy of 
the homeowner himself is invaded.”4 Alderman v. United 
States, 394 U. S. 165, 176 (1969). “[W]e [do not] believe that 
Katz, by holding that the Fourth Amendment protects per­
sons and their private conversations, was intended to with­
draw any of the protection which the Amendment extends 
to the home . . . .” Id., at 180. 

More recently, in Soldal v. Cook County, 506 U. S. 56 
(1992), the Court unanimously rejected the argument that 
although a “seizure” had occurred “in a ‘technical’ sense” 
when a trailer home was forcibly removed, id., at 62, no 
Fourth Amendment violation occurred because law enforce­
ment had not “invade[d] the [individuals’] privacy,” id., at 60. 
Katz, the Court explained, established that “property rights 
are not the sole measure of Fourth Amendment violations,” 
but did not “snuf[f] out the previously recognized protection 
for property.” 506 U. S., at 64. As Justice Brennan ex­
plained in his concurrence in Knotts, Katz did not erode the 
principle “that, when the Government does engage in physi­
cal intrusion of a constitutionally protected area in order to 
obtain information, that intrusion may constitute a violation 
of the Fourth Amendment.” 460 U. S., at 286 (opinion con­
curring in judgment). We have embodied that preservation 

physically intruding on a constitutionally protected area, such a search 
has undoubtedly occurred. 

4 Thus, the concurrence’s attempt to recast Alderman as meaning that 
individuals have a “legitimate expectation of privacy in all conversations 
that [take] place under their roof,” post, at 423–424, is foreclosed by the 
Court’s opinion. The Court took as a given that the homeowner’s “con­
versational privacy” had not been violated. 
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of past rights in our very definition of “reasonable expecta­
tion of privacy” which we have said to be an expectation 
“that has a source outside of the Fourth Amendment, either 
by reference to concepts of real or personal property law 
or to understandings that are recognized and permitted by 
society.” Minnesota v. Carter, 525 U. S. 83, 88 (1998) (inter­
nal quotation marks omitted). Katz did not narrow the 
Fourth Amendment’s scope.5 

The Government contends that several of our post-Katz 
cases foreclose the conclusion that what occurred here consti­
tuted a search. It relies principally on two cases in which 
we rejected Fourth Amendment challenges to “beepers,” 
electronic tracking devices that represent another form 
of electronic monitoring. The first case, Knotts, upheld 
against Fourth Amendment challenge the use of a “beeper” 
that had been placed in a container of chloroform, allowing 
law enforcement to monitor the location of the container. 
460 U. S., at 278. We said that there had been no infringe­
ment of Knotts’ reasonable expectation of privacy since the 
information obtained—the location of the automobile carry­

5 The concurrence notes that post-Katz we have explained that “ ‘an ac­
tual trespass is neither necessary nor sufficient to establish a constitu­
tional violation.’ ” Post, at 423 (quoting United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 
705, 713 (1984)). That is undoubtedly true, and undoubtedly irrelevant. 
Karo was considering whether a seizure occurred, and as the concurrence 
explains, a seizure of property occurs, not when there is a trespass, but 
“when there is some meaningful interference with an individual’s posses­
sory interests in that property.” Post, at 419 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). Likewise with a search. Trespass alone does not qualify, but 
there must be conjoined with that what was present here: an attempt to 
find something or to obtain information. 

Related to this, and similarly irrelevant, is the concurrence’s point that, 
if analyzed separately, neither the installation of the device nor its use 
would constitute a Fourth Amendment search. See post, at 420. Of 
course not. A trespass on “houses” or “effects,” or a Katz invasion of 
privacy, is not alone a search unless it is done to obtain information; and 
the obtaining of information is not alone a search unless it is achieved by 
such a trespass or invasion of privacy. 
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ing the container on public roads, and the location of the off­
loaded container in open fields near Knotts’ cabin—had been 
voluntarily conveyed to the public.6 Id., at 281–282. But 
as we have discussed, the Katz reasonable-expectation-of­
privacy test has been added to, not substituted for, the 
common-law trespassory test. The holding in Knotts ad­
dressed only the former, since the latter was not at issue. 
The beeper had been placed in the container before it came 
into Knotts’ possession, with the consent of the then-owner. 
460 U. S., at 278. Knotts did not challenge that installation, 
and we specifically declined to consider its effect on the 
Fourth Amendment analysis. Id., at 279, n. Knotts would 
be relevant, perhaps, if the Government were making the 
argument that what would otherwise be an unconstitutional 
search is not such where it produces only public information. 
The Government does not make that argument, and we know 
of no case that would support it. 

The second “beeper” case, United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 
705 (1984), does not suggest a different conclusion. There 
we addressed the question left open by Knotts, whether the 
installation of a beeper in a container amounted to a search 
or seizure. 468 U. S., at 713. As in Knotts, at the time the 
beeper was installed the container belonged to a third party, 
and it did not come into possession of the defendant until 
later. 468 U. S., at 708. Thus, the specific question we con­
sidered was whether the installation “with the consent of the 
original owner constitute[d] a search or seizure . . . when 
the container is delivered to a buyer having no knowledge of 
the presence of the beeper.” Id., at 707 (emphasis added). 
We held not. The Government, we said, came into physical 
contact with the container only before it belonged to the de­

6 Knotts noted the “limited use which the government made of the sig­
nals from this particular beeper,” 460 U. S., at 284, and reserved the ques­
tion whether “different constitutional principles may be applicable” to 
“dragnet-type law enforcement practices” of the type that GPS tracking 
made possible here, ibid. 
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fendant Karo; and the transfer of the container with the un­
monitored beeper inside did not convey any information and 
thus did not invade Karo’s privacy. See id., at 712. That 
conclusion is perfectly consistent with the one we reach here. 
Karo accepted the container as it came to him, beeper and 
all, and was therefore not entitled to object to the beeper’s 
presence, even though it was used to monitor the container’s 
location. Cf. On Lee v. United States, 343 U. S. 747, 751–752 
(1952) (no search or seizure where an informant, who was 
wearing a concealed microphone, was invited into the defend­
ant’s business). Jones, who possessed the Jeep at the time 
the Government trespassorily inserted the information-
gathering device, is on much different footing. 

The Government also points to our exposition in New York 
v. Class, 475 U. S. 106 (1986), that “[t]he exterior of a car . . . 
is thrust into the public eye, and thus to examine it does 
not constitute a ‘search.’ ” Id., at 114. That statement is of 
marginal relevance here since, as the Government acknowl­
edges, “the officers in this case did more than conduct a 
visual inspection of respondent’s vehicle,” Brief for United 
States 41 (emphasis added). By attaching the device to the 
Jeep, officers encroached on a protected area. In Class it­
self we suggested that this would make a difference, for we 
concluded that an officer’s momentary reaching into the 
interior of a vehicle did constitute a search.7 475 U. S., at 
114–115. 

Finally, the Government’s position gains little support 
from our conclusion in Oliver v. United States, 466 U. S. 170 

7 The Government also points to Cardwell v. Lewis, 417 U. S. 583 (1974), 
in which the Court rejected the claim that the inspection of an impounded 
vehicle’s tire tread and the collection of paint scrapings from its exterior 
violated the Fourth Amendment. Whether the plurality said so because 
no search occurred or because the search was reasonable is unclear. Com­
pare id., at 591 (opinion of Blackmun, J.) (“[W]e fail to comprehend what 
expectation of privacy was infringed”), with id., at 592 (“Under circum­
stances such as these, where probable cause exists, a warrantless examina­
tion of the exterior of a car is not unreasonable . . . ”). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 400 (2012) 411 

Opinion of the Court 

(1984), that officers’ information-gathering intrusion on an 
“open field” did not constitute a Fourth Amendment search 
even though it was a trespass at common law, id., at 183. 
Quite simply, an open field, unlike the curtilage of a home, 
see United States v. Dunn, 480 U. S. 294, 300 (1987), is not 
one of those protected areas enumerated in the Fourth 
Amendment. Oliver, supra, at 176–177. See also Hester v. 
United States, 265 U. S. 57, 59 (1924). The Government’s 
physical intrusion on such an area—unlike its intrusion on 
the “effect” at issue here—is of no Fourth Amendment 
significance.8 

B 

The concurrence begins by accusing us of applying “18th­
century tort law.” Post, at 418. That is a distortion. What 
we apply is an 18th-century guarantee against unreasonable 
searches, which we believe must provide at a minimum the 
degree of protection it afforded when it was adopted. The 
concurrence does not share that belief. It would apply ex­
clusively Katz’s reasonable-expectation-of-privacy test, even 
when that eliminates rights that previously existed. 

The concurrence faults our approach for “present[ing] par­
ticularly vexing problems” in cases that do not involve physi­
cal contact, such as those that involve the transmission of 
electronic signals. Post, at 426. We entirely fail to under­
stand that point. For unlike the concurrence, which would 
make Katz the exclusive test, we do not make trespass the 
exclusive test. Situations involving merely the transmission 
of electronic signals without trespass would remain subject 
to Katz analysis. 

8 Thus, our theory is not that the Fourth Amendment is concerned with 
“any technical trespass that led to the gathering of evidence.” Post, at 
420 (Alito, J., concurring in judgment) (emphasis added). The Fourth 
Amendment protects against trespassory searches only with regard to 
those items (“persons, houses, papers, and effects”) that it enumerates. 
The trespass that occurred in Oliver may properly be understood as a 
“search,” but not one “in the constitutional sense.” 466 U. S., at 170, 183. 
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In fact, it is the concurrence’s insistence on the exclusivity 
of the Katz test that needlessly leads us into “particularly 
vexing problems” in the present case. This Court has to 
date not deviated from the understanding that mere visual 
observation does not constitute a search. See Kyllo, 533 
U. S., at 31–32. We accordingly held in Knotts that “[a] per­
son traveling in an automobile on public thoroughfares has 
no reasonable expectation of privacy in his movements from 
one place to another.” 460 U. S., at 281. Thus, even assum­
ing that the concurrence is correct to say that “[t]raditional 
surveillance” of Jones for a 4-week period “would have re­
quired a large team of agents, multiple vehicles, and perhaps 
aerial assistance,” post, at 429, our cases suggest that such 
visual observation is constitutionally permissible. It may be 
that achieving the same result through electronic means, 
without an accompanying trespass, is an unconstitutional in­
vasion of privacy, but the present case does not require us 
to answer that question. 

And answering it affirmatively leads us needlessly into ad­
ditional thorny problems. The concurrence posits that “rel­
atively short-term monitoring of a person’s movements on 
public streets” is okay, but that “the use of longer term GPS 
monitoring in investigations of most offenses” is no good. 
Post, at 430 (emphasis added). That introduces yet another 
novelty into our jurisprudence. There is no precedent for 
the proposition that whether a search has occurred depends 
on the nature of the crime being investigated. And even 
accepting that novelty, it remains unexplained why a 4-week 
investigation is “surely” too long and why a drug-trafficking 
conspiracy involving substantial amounts of cash and narcot­
ics is not an “extraordinary offens[e]” which may permit 
longer observation. See post, at 430–431. What of a 2-day 
monitoring of a suspected purveyor of stolen electronics? 
Or of a 6-month monitoring of a suspected terrorist? We 
may have to grapple with these “vexing problems” in some 
future case where a classic trespassory search is not involved 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 400 (2012) 413 

Sotomayor, J., concurring 

and resort must be had to Katz analysis; but there is no 
reason for rushing forward to resolve them here. 

III 

The Government argues in the alternative that even if 
the attachment and use of the device was a search, it 
was reasonable—and thus lawful—under the Fourth Amend­
ment because “officers had reasonable suspicion, and indeed 
probable cause, to believe that [Jones] was a leader in a 
large-scale cocaine distribution conspiracy.” Brief for 
United States 50–51. We have no occasion to consider this 
argument. The Government did not raise it below, and the 
D. C. Circuit therefore did not address it. See 625 F. 3d, 
at 767 (Ginsburg, Tatel, and Griffith, JJ., concurring in de­
nial of rehearing en banc). We consider the argument for­
feited. See Sprietsma v. Mercury Marine, 537 U. S. 51, 56, 
n. 4 (2002). 

* * * 

The judgment of the Court of Appeals for the D. C. Circuit 
is affirmed. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Sotomayor, concurring. 

I join the Court’s opinion because I agree that a search 
within the meaning of the Fourth Amendment occurs, at a 
minimum, “[w]here, as here, the Government obtains infor­
mation by physically intruding on a constitutionally pro­
tected area.” Ante, at 406–407, n. 3. In this case, the Gov­
ernment installed a Global Positioning System (GPS) tracking 
device on respondent Antoine Jones’ Jeep without a valid 
warrant and without Jones’ consent, then used that device to 
monitor the Jeep’s movements over the course of four weeks. 
The Government usurped Jones’ property for the purpose 
of conducting surveillance on him, thereby invading privacy 
interests long afforded, and undoubtedly entitled to, Fourth 
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Amendment protection. See, e. g., Silverman v. United 
States, 365 U. S. 505, 511–512 (1961). 

Of course, the Fourth Amendment is not concerned only 
with trespassory intrusions on property. See, e. g., Kyllo v. 
United States, 533 U. S. 27, 31–33 (2001). Rather, even in 
the absence of a trespass, “a Fourth Amendment search oc­
curs when the government violates a subjective expectation 
of privacy that society recognizes as reasonable.” Id., at 
33; see also Smith v. Maryland, 442 U. S. 735, 740–741 
(1979); Katz v. United States, 389 U. S. 347, 361 (1967) (Har­
lan, J., concurring). In Katz, this Court enlarged its then-
prevailing focus on property rights by announcing that the 
reach of the Fourth Amendment does not “turn upon the 
presence or absence of a physical intrusion.” Id., at 353. 
As the majority’s opinion makes clear, however, Katz’s 
reasonable-expectation-of-privacy test augmented, but did 
not displace or diminish, the common-law trespassory test 
that preceded it. Ante, at 409. Thus, “when the Govern­
ment does engage in physical intrusion of a constitutionally 
protected area in order to obtain information, that intrusion 
may constitute a violation of the Fourth Amendment.” 
United States v. Knotts, 460 U. S. 276, 286 (1983) (Brennan, 
J., concurring in judgment); see also, e. g., Rakas v. Illinois, 
439 U. S. 128, 144, n. 12 (1978). Justice Alito’s approach, 
which discounts altogether the constitutional relevance of 
the Government’s physical intrusion on Jones’ Jeep, erodes 
that longstanding protection for privacy expectations inher­
ent in items of property that people possess or control. See 
post, at 422–424 (opinion concurring in judgment). By con­
trast, the trespassory test applied in the majority’s opinion 
reflects an irreducible constitutional minimum: When the 
government physically invades personal property to gather 
information, a search occurs. The reaffirmation of that prin­
ciple suffices to decide this case. 

Nonetheless, as Justice Alito notes, physical intrusion is 
now unnecessary to many forms of surveillance. Post, at 
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426–429. With increasing regularity, the government will 
be capable of duplicating the monitoring undertaken in this 
case by enlisting factory- or owner-installed vehicle tracking 
devices or GPS-enabled smartphones. See United States v. 
Pineda-Moreno, 617 F. 3d 1120, 1125 (CA9 2010) (Kozinski, 
C. J., dissenting from denial of rehearing en banc). In cases 
of electronic or other novel modes of surveillance that do not 
depend upon a physical invasion on property, the majority 
opinion’s trespassory test may provide little guidance. But 
“[s]ituations involving merely the transmission of electronic 
signals without trespass would remain subject to Katz anal­
ysis.” Ante, at 411. As Justice Alito incisively observes, 
the same technological advances that have made possible 
nontrespassory surveillance techniques will also affect the 
Katz test by shaping the evolution of societal privacy ex­
pectations. Post, at 428. Under that rubric, I agree with 
Justice Alito that, at the very least, “longer term GPS 
monitoring in investigations of most offenses impinges on 
expectations of privacy.” Post, at 430. 

In cases involving even short-term monitoring, some 
unique attributes of GPS surveillance relevant to the Katz 
analysis will require particular attention. GPS monitoring 
generates a precise, comprehensive record of a person’s 
public movements that reflects a wealth of detail about her 
familial, political, professional, religious, and sexual associa­
tions. See, e. g., People v. Weaver, 12 N. Y. 3d 433, 441–442, 
909 N. E. 2d 1195, 1199 (2009) (“Disclosed in [GPS] data . . . 
will be trips the indisputably private nature of which takes 
little imagination to conjure: trips to the psychiatrist, the 
plastic surgeon, the abortion clinic, the AIDS treatment cen­
ter, the strip club, the criminal defense attorney, the by-the­
hour motel, the union meeting, the mosque, synagogue or 
church, the gay bar and on and on”). The government can 
store such records and efficiently mine them for information 
years into the future. Pineda-Moreno, 617 F. 3d, at 1124 
(opinion of Kozinski, C. J.). And because GPS monitoring is 
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cheap in comparison to conventional surveillance techniques 
and, by design, proceeds surreptitiously, it evades the ordi­
nary checks that constrain abusive law enforcement prac­
tices: “limited police resources and community hostility.” 
Illinois v. Lidster, 540 U. S. 419, 426 (2004). 

Awareness that the government may be watching chills 
associational and expressive freedoms. And the govern­
ment’s unrestrained power to assemble data that reveal 
private aspects of identity is susceptible to abuse. The net 
result is that GPS monitoring—by making available at a 
relatively low cost such a substantial quantum of intimate 
information about any person whom the government, in its 
unfettered discretion, chooses to track—may “alter the 
relationship between citizen and government in a way 
that is inimical to democratic society.” United States v. 
Cuevas-Perez, 640 F. 3d 272, 285 (CA7 2011) (Flaum, J., 
concurring). 

I would take these attributes of GPS monitoring into ac­
count when considering the existence of a reasonable societal 
expectation of privacy in the sum of one’s public movements. 
I would ask whether people reasonably expect that their 
movements will be recorded and aggregated in a manner 
that enables the government to ascertain, more or less at 
will, their political and religious beliefs, sexual habits, and 
so on. I do not regard as dispositive the fact that the gov­
ernment might obtain the fruits of GPS monitoring through 
lawful conventional surveillance techniques. See Kyllo, 533 
U. S., at 35, n. 2; ante, at 412 (leaving open the possibility 
that duplicating traditional surveillance “through electronic 
means, without an accompanying trespass, is an unconstitu­
tional invasion of privacy”). I would also consider the ap­
propriateness of entrusting to the Executive, in the absence 
of any oversight from a coordinate branch, a tool so amenable 
to misuse, especially in light of the Fourth Amendment’s goal 
to curb arbitrary exercises of police power and prevent “a 
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too permeating police surveillance,” United States v. Di Re, 
332 U. S. 581, 595 (1948).* 

More fundamentally, it may be necessary to reconsider the 
premise that an individual has no reasonable expectation of 
privacy in information voluntarily disclosed to third parties. 
E. g., Smith, 442 U. S., at 742; United States v. Miller, 425 
U. S. 435, 443 (1976). This approach is ill suited to the digi­
tal age, in which people reveal a great deal of information 
about themselves to third parties in the course of carrying 
out mundane tasks. People disclose the phone numbers that 
they dial or text to their cellular providers; the URLs that 
they visit and the e-mail addresses with which they corre­
spond to their Internet service providers; and the books, gro­
ceries, and medications they purchase to online retailers. 
Perhaps, as Justice Alito notes, some people may find the 
“tradeoff ” of privacy for convenience “worthwhile,” or come 
to accept this “diminution of privacy” as “inevitable,” post, 

*United States v. Knotts, 460 U. S. 276 (1983), does not foreclose the 
conclusion that GPS monitoring, in the absence of a physical intrusion, is 
a Fourth Amendment search. As the majority’s opinion notes, Knotts 
reserved the question whether “ ‘different constitutional principles may be 
applicable’ ” to invasive law enforcement practices such as GPS tracking. 
See ante, at 409, n. 6 (quoting 460 U. S., at 284). 

United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 705 (1984), addressed the Fourth 
Amendment implications of the installation of a beeper in a container with 
the consent of the container’s original owner, who was aware that the 
beeper would be used for surveillance purposes. Id., at 707. Owners of 
GPS-equipped cars and smartphones do not contemplate that these devices 
will be used to enable covert surveillance of their movements. To the 
contrary, subscribers of one such service greeted a similar suggestion with 
anger. Quain, Changes to OnStar’s Privacy Terms Rile Some Users, N. Y. 
Times (Sept. 22, 2011), online at http://wheels.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/09/ 
22/changes-to-onstars-privacy-terms-rile-some-users (as visited Jan. 19, 
2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s case file). In addition, the bugged 
container in Karo lacked the close relationship with the target that a car 
shares with its owner. The bugged container in Karo was stationary for 
much of the Government’s surveillance. See 468 U. S., at 708–710. A 
car’s movements, by contrast, are its owner’s movements. 
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at 427, and perhaps not. I for one doubt that people would 
accept without complaint the warrantless disclosure to the 
government of a list of every Web site they had visited in 
the last week, or month, or year. But whatever the societal 
expectations, they can attain constitutionally protected sta­
tus only if our Fourth Amendment jurisprudence ceases to 
treat secrecy as a prerequisite for privacy. I would not as­
sume that all information voluntarily disclosed to some mem­
ber of the public for a limited purpose is, for that reason 
alone, disentitled to Fourth Amendment protection. See 
Smith, 442 U. S., at 749 (Marshall, J., dissenting) (“Privacy is 
not a discrete commodity, possessed absolutely or not at all. 
Those who disclose certain facts to a bank or phone company 
for a limited business purpose need not assume that this 
information will be released to other persons for other pur­
poses”); see also Katz, 389 U. S., at 351–352 (“[W]hat [a per­
son] seeks to preserve as private, even in an area accessible 
to the public, may be constitutionally protected”). 

Resolution of these difficult questions in this case is unnec­
essary, however, because the Government’s physical intru­
sion on Jones’ Jeep supplies a narrower basis for decision. I 
therefore join the majority’s opinion. 

Justice Alito, with whom Justice Ginsburg, Justice 
Breyer, and Justice Kagan join, concurring in the 
judgment. 

This case requires us to apply the Fourth Amendment’s 
prohibition of unreasonable searches and seizures to a 21st­
century surveillance technique, the use of a Global Position­
ing System (GPS) device to monitor a vehicle’s movements 
for an extended period of time. Ironically, the Court has 
chosen to decide this case based on 18th-century tort law. 
By attaching a small GPS device1 to the underside of the 

1 Although the record does not reveal the size or weight of the device 
used in this case, there is now a device in use that weighs two ounces and 
is the size of a credit card. Tr. of Oral Arg. 27. 
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vehicle that respondent drove, the law enforcement officers 
in this case engaged in conduct that might have provided 
grounds in 1791 for a suit for trespass to chattels.2 And for 
this reason, the Court concludes, the installation and use of 
the GPS device constituted a search. Ante, at 404–405. 

This holding, in my judgment, is unwise. It strains the 
language of the Fourth Amendment; it has little if any 
support in current Fourth Amendment case law; and it is 
highly artificial. 

I would analyze the question presented in this case by 
asking whether respondent’s reasonable expectations of pri­
vacy were violated by the long-term monitoring of the move­
ments of the vehicle he drove. 

I 

A 

The Fourth Amendment prohibits “unreasonable searches 
and seizures,” and the Court makes very little effort to ex­
plain how the attachment or use of the GPS device fits within 
these terms. The Court does not contend that there was a 
seizure. A seizure of property occurs when there is “some 
meaningful interference with an individual’s possessory in­
terests in that property,” United States v. Jacobsen, 466 U. S. 
109, 113 (1984), and here there was none. Indeed, the suc­
cess of the surveillance technique that the officers employed 
was dependent on the fact that the GPS did not interfere in 
any way with the operation of the vehicle, for if any such 
interference had been detected, the device might have been 
discovered. 

2 At common law, a suit for trespass to chattels could be maintained if 
there was a violation of “the dignitary interest in the inviolability of chat­
tels,” but today there must be “some actual damage to the chattel before 
the action can be maintained.” W. Keeton, D. Dobbs, R. Keeton, & D. 
Owen, Prosser and Keeton on Law of Torts 87 (5th ed. 1984) (hereinafter 
Prosser & Keeton). Here, there was no actual damage to the vehicle to 
which the GPS device was attached. 
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The Court does claim that the installation and use of the 
GPS constituted a search, see ante, at 404–405, but this con­
clusion is dependent on the questionable proposition that 
these two procedures cannot be separated for purposes of 
Fourth Amendment analysis. If these two procedures are 
analyzed separately, it is not at all clear from the Court’s 
opinion why either should be regarded as a search. It is 
clear that the attachment of the GPS device was not itself a 
search; if the device had not functioned or if the officers had 
not used it, no information would have been obtained. And 
the Court does not contend that the use of the device consti­
tuted a search either. On the contrary, the Court accepts 
the holding in United States v. Knotts, 460 U. S. 276 (1983), 
that the use of a surreptitiously planted electronic device to 
monitor a vehicle’s movements on public roads did not 
amount to a search. See ante, at 408–409. 

The Court argues—and I agree—that “we must ‘assur[e] 
preservation of that degree of privacy against government 
that existed when the Fourth Amendment was adopted.’ ” 
Ante, at 406 (quoting Kyllo v. United States, 533 U. S. 27, 34 
(2001)). But it is almost impossible to think of late-18th­
century situations that are analogous to what took place in 
this case. (Is it possible to imagine a case in which a consta­
ble secreted himself somewhere in a coach and remained 
there for a period of time in order to monitor the movements 
of the coach’s owner? 3) The Court’s theory seems to be that 
the concept of a search, as originally understood, compre­
hended any technical trespass that led to the gathering of 
evidence, but we know that this is incorrect. At common 
law, any unauthorized intrusion on private property was ac­
tionable, see Prosser & Keeton 75, but a trespass on open 
fields, as opposed to the “curtilage” of a home, does not fall 

3 The Court suggests that something like this might have occurred in 
1791, but this would have required either a gigantic coach, a very tiny 
constable, or both—not to mention a constable with incredible fortitude 
and patience. 
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within the scope of the Fourth Amendment because private 
property outside the curtilage is not part of a “hous[e]” 
within the meaning of the Fourth Amendment. See Oliver 
v. United States, 466 U. S. 170 (1984); Hester v. United 
States, 265 U. S. 57 (1924). 

B 

The Court’s reasoning in this case is very similar to that 
in the Court’s early decisions involving wiretapping and elec­
tronic eavesdropping, namely, that a technical trespass fol­
lowed by the gathering of evidence constitutes a search. In 
the early electronic surveillance cases, the Court concluded 
that a Fourth Amendment search occurred when private con­
versations were monitored as a result of an “unauthorized 
physical penetration into the premises occupied” by the de­
fendant. Silverman v. United States, 365 U. S. 505, 509 
(1961). In Silverman, police officers listened to conversa­
tions in an attached home by inserting a “spike mike” 
through the wall that this house shared with the vacant 
house next door. Id., at 506. This procedure was held to 
be a search because the mike made contact with a heating 
duct on the other side of the wall and thus “usurp[ed] . . . an 
integral part of the premises.” Id., at 511. 

By contrast, in cases in which there was no trespass, it 
was held that there was no search. Thus, in Olmstead v. 
United States, 277 U. S. 438 (1928), the Court found that the 
Fourth Amendment did not apply because “[t]he taps from 
house lines were made in the streets near the houses.” Id., 
at 457. Similarly, the Court concluded that no search oc­
curred in Goldman v. United States, 316 U. S. 129, 135 (1942), 
where a “detectaphone” was placed on the outer wall of de­
fendant’s office for the purpose of overhearing conversations 
held within the room. 

This trespass-based rule was repeatedly criticized. In 
Olmstead, Justice Brandeis wrote that it was “immate­
rial where the physical connection with the telephone wires 
. . . was made.” 277 U. S., at 479 (dissenting opinion). Al­
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though a private conversation transmitted by wire did not 
fall within the literal words of the Fourth Amendment, he 
argued, the Amendment should be understood as prohibiting 
“every unjustifiable intrusion by the Government upon the 
privacy of the individual.” Id., at 478. See also, e. g., Sil­
verman, supra, at 513 (Douglas, J., concurring) (“The con­
cept of ‘an unauthorized physical penetration into the prem­
ises,’ on which the present decision rests, seems to me beside 
the point. Was not the wrong . . . done when the intimacies 
of the home were tapped, recorded, or revealed? The depth 
of the penetration of the electronic device—even the degree 
of its remoteness from the inside of the house—is not the 
measure of the injury”); Goldman, supra, at 139 (Murphy, J., 
dissenting) (“[T]he search of one’s home or office no longer 
requires physical entry, for science has brought forth far 
more effective devices for the invasion of a person’s privacy 
than the direct and obvious methods of oppression which 
were detested by our forebears and which inspired the 
Fourth Amendment”). 

Katz v. United States, 389 U. S. 347 (1967), finally did away 
with the old approach, holding that a trespass was not re­
quired for a Fourth Amendment violation. Katz involved 
the use of a listening device that was attached to the outside 
of a public telephone booth and that allowed police officers 
to eavesdrop on one end of the target’s phone conversation. 
This procedure did not physically intrude on the area occu­
pied by the target, but the Katz Court “repudiate[ed]” the 
old doctrine, Rakas v. Illinois, 439 U. S. 128, 143 (1978), and 
held that “[t]he fact that the electronic device employed . . . 
did not happen to penetrate the wall of the booth can have 
no constitutional significance,” 389 U. S., at 353; ibid. (“[T]he 
reach of th[e] [Fourth] Amendment cannot turn upon the 
presence or absence of a physical intrusion into any given 
enclosure”); see Rakas, supra, at 143 (describing Katz as 
holding that the “capacity to claim the protection for the 
Fourth Amendment depends not upon a property right in 
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the invaded place but upon whether the person who claims 
the protection of the Amendment has a legitimate expecta­
tion of privacy in the invaded place”); Kyllo, 533 U. S., at 
32 (“We have since decoupled violation of a person’s Fourth 
Amendment rights from trespassory violation of his prop­
erty”). What mattered, the Court now held, was whether 
the conduct at issue “violated the privacy upon which 
[the defendant] justifiably relied while using the telephone 
booth.” Katz, supra, at 353. 

Under this approach, as the Court later put it when ad­
dressing the relevance of a technical trespass, “an actual 
trespass is neither necessary nor sufficient to establish a 
constitutional violation.” United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 
705, 713 (1984) (emphasis added). Ibid. (“[c]ompar[ing] Katz 
v. United States, 389 U. S. 347 (1967) (no trespass, but Fourth 
Amendment violation), with Oliver v. United States, 466 
U. S. 170 (1984) (trespass, but no Fourth Amendment viola­
tion)”). In Oliver, the Court wrote: 

“The existence of a property right is but one element in 
determining whether expectations of privacy are legiti­
mate. ‘The premise that property interests control the 
right of the Government to search and seize has been 
discredited.’ Katz, 389 U. S., at 353 (quoting Warden v. 
Hayden, 387 U. S. 294, 304 (1967).” 466 U. S., at 183 
(some internal quotation marks omitted). 

II 

The majority suggests that two post-Katz decisions— 
Soldal v. Cook County, 506 U. S. 56 (1992), and Alderman v. 
United States, 394 U. S. 165 (1969)—show that a technical 
trespass is sufficient to establish the existence of a search, 
but they provide little support. 

In Soldal, the Court held that towing away a trailer home 
without the owner’s consent constituted a seizure even if this 
did not invade the occupants’ personal privacy. But in the 
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present case, the Court does not find that there was a sei­
zure, and it is clear that none occurred. 

In Alderman, the Court held that the Fourth Amendment 
rights of homeowners were implicated by the use of a surrep­
titiously planted listening device to monitor third-party con­
versations that occurred within their home. See 394 U. S., 
at 176–180. Alderman is best understood to mean that the 
homeowners had a legitimate expectation of privacy in all 
conversations that took place under their roof. See Rakas, 
supra, at 144, n. 12 (citing Alderman for the proposition that 
“the Court has not altogether abandoned use of property 
concepts in determining the presence or absence of the pri­
vacy interests protected by that Amendment”); 439 U. S., at 
153 (Powell, J., concurring) (citing Alderman for the proposi­
tion that “property rights reflect society’s explicit recogni­
tion of a person’s authority to act as he wishes in certain 
areas, and therefore should be considered in determining 
whether an individual’s expectations of privacy are reason­
able); Karo, supra, at 732 (Stevens, J., concurring in part 
and dissenting in part) (citing Alderman in support of the 
proposition that “a homeowner has a reasonable expectation 
of privacy in the contents of his home, including items owned 
by others”). 

In sum, the majority is hard pressed to find support in 
post-Katz cases for its trespass-based theory. 

III 

Disharmony with a substantial body of existing case law 
is only one of the problems with the Court’s approach in 
this case. 

I will briefly note four others. First, the Court’s reason­
ing largely disregards what is really important (the use of a 
GPS for the purpose of long-term tracking) and instead at­
taches great significance to something that most would view 
as relatively minor (attaching to the bottom of a car a small, 
light object that does not interfere in any way with the car’s 
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operation). Attaching such an object is generally regarded 
as so trivial that it does not provide a basis for recovery 
under modern tort law. See Prosser & Keeton § 14, at 87 
(harmless or trivial contact with personal property not ac­
tionable); D. Dobbs, Law of Torts 124 (2000) (same). But 
under the Court’s reasoning, this conduct may violate the 
Fourth Amendment. By contrast, if long-term monitor­
ing can be accomplished without committing a technical 
trespass—suppose, for example, that the Federal Govern­
ment required or persuaded auto manufacturers to include a 
GPS tracking device in every car—the Court’s theory would 
provide no protection. 

Second, the Court’s approach leads to incongruous results. 
If the police attach a GPS device to a car and use the device 
to follow the car for even a brief time, under the Court’s 
theory, the Fourth Amendment applies. But if the police 
follow the same car for a much longer period using unmarked 
cars and aerial assistance, this tracking is not subject to any 
Fourth Amendment constraints. 

In the present case, the Fourth Amendment applies, the 
Court concludes, because the officers installed the GPS de­
vice after respondent’s wife, to whom the car was registered, 
turned it over to respondent for his exclusive use. See ante, 
at 404–405. But if the GPS had been attached prior to that 
time, the Court’s theory would lead to a different result. 
The Court proceeds on the assumption that respondent “had 
at least the property rights of a bailee,” ante, at 404, n. 2, 
but a bailee may sue for a trespass to chattel only if the 
injury occurs during the term of the bailment. See 8A Am. 
Jur. 2d, Bailment § 166, pp. 685–686 (2009). So if the GPS 
device had been installed before respondent’s wife gave him 
the keys, respondent would have no claim for trespass—and, 
presumably, no Fourth Amendment claim either. 

Third, under the Court’s theory, the coverage of the 
Fourth Amendment may vary from State to State. If the 
events at issue here had occurred in a community-property 
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State4 or a State that has adopted the Uniform Marital Prop­
erty Act,5 respondent would likely be an owner of the vehi­
cle, and it would not matter whether the GPS was installed 
before or after his wife turned over the keys. In non­
community-property States, on the other hand, the regis­
tration of the vehicle in the name of respondent’s wife 
would generally be regarded as presumptive evidence that 
she was the sole owner. See 60 C. J. S., Motor Vehicles 
§ 231, pp. 398–399 (2002); 8 Am. Jur. 2d, Automobiles § 1208, 
pp. 859–860 (2007). 

Fourth, the Court’s reliance on the law of trespass will 
present particularly vexing problems in cases involving sur­
veillance that is carried out by making electronic, as opposed 
to physical, contact with the item to be tracked. For exam­
ple, suppose that the officers in the present case had followed 
respondent by surreptitiously activating a stolen vehicle de­
tection system that came with the car when it was pur­
chased. Would the sending of a radio signal to activate this 
system constitute a trespass to chattels? Trespass to chat­
tels has traditionally required a physical touching of the 
property. See Restatement (Second) of Torts § 217 and 
Comment e (1963 and 1964); Dobbs, supra, at 123. In recent 
years, courts have wrestled with the application of this old 
tort in cases involving unwanted electronic contact with com­
puter systems, and some have held that even the transmis­
sion of electrons that occurs when a communication is sent 
from one computer to another is enough. See, e. g., Com­
puServe, Inc. v. Cyber Promotions, Inc. 962 F. Supp. 1015, 
1021 (SD Ohio 1997); Thrifty-Tel, Inc. v. Bezenek, 46 Cal. 
App. 4th 1559, 1566, n. 6, 54 Cal. Rptr. 2d 468, 473, n. 6 (1996). 
But may such decisions be followed in applying the Court’s 
trespass theory? Assuming that what matters under the 
Court’s theory is the law of trespass as it existed at the time 
of the adoption of the Fourth Amendment, do these recent 

4 See, e. g., Cal. Fam. Code Ann. § 760 (West 2004).
 
5 See Uniform Marital Property Act § 4, 9A U. L. A. 116 (1998).
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decisions represent a change in the law or simply the applica­
tion of the old tort to new situations? 

IV 

A 

The Katz expectation-of-privacy test avoids the problems 
and complications noted above, but it is not without its own 
difficulties. It involves a degree of circularity, see Kyllo, 
533 U. S., at 34, and judges are apt to confuse their own ex­
pectations of privacy with those of the hypothetical reason­
able person to which the Katz test looks. See Minnesota v. 
Carter, 525 U. S. 83, 97 (1998) (Scalia, J., concurring). In 
addition, the Katz test rests on the assumption that this hy­
pothetical reasonable person has a well-developed and stable 
set of privacy expectations. But technology can change 
those expectations. Dramatic technological change may 
lead to periods in which popular expectations are in flux and 
may ultimately produce significant changes in popular atti­
tudes. New technology may provide increased convenience 
or security at the expense of privacy, and many people may 
find the tradeoff worthwhile. And even if the public does 
not welcome the diminution of privacy that new technology 
entails, they may eventually reconcile themselves to this de­
velopment as inevitable.6 

On the other hand, concern about new intrusions on pri­
vacy may spur the enactment of legislation to protect against 
these intrusions. This is what ultimately happened with re­
spect to wiretapping. After Katz, Congress did not leave it 
to the courts to develop a body of Fourth Amendment case 
law governing that complex subject. Instead, Congress 
promptly enacted a comprehensive statute, see 18 U. S. C. 

6 See, e. g., NPR, The End of Privacy, http://www.npr.org/series/ 
114250076/the-end-of-privacy (all Internet materials as visited Jan. 20, 
2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s case file); Time Magazine, Every­
thing About You Is Being Tracked—Get Over It, Joel Stein, Mar. 21, 2011, 
Vol. 177, No. 11. 
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§§ 2510–2522 (2006 ed. and Supp. IV), and since that time, 
the regulation of wiretapping has been governed primarily 
by statute and not by case law.7 In an ironic sense, although 
Katz overruled Olmstead, Chief Justice Taft’s suggestion in 
the latter case that the regulation of wiretapping was a mat­
ter better left for Congress, see 277 U. S., at 465–466, has 
been borne out. 

B 

Recent years have seen the emergence of many new de­
vices that permit the monitoring of a person’s movements. 
In some locales, closed-circuit television video monitoring is 
becoming ubiquitous. On toll roads, automatic toll collection 
systems create a precise record of the movements of motor­
ists who choose to make use of that convenience. Many mo­
torists purchase cars that are equipped with devices that 
permit a central station to ascertain the car’s location at any 
time so that roadside assistance may be provided if needed 
and the car may be found if it is stolen. 

Perhaps most significant, cell phones and other wireless 
devices now permit wireless carriers to track and record the 
location of users—and as of June 2011, it has been reported, 
there were more than 322 million wireless devices in use in 
the United States.8 For older phones, the accuracy of the 
location information depends on the density of the tower net­
work, but new “smart phones,” which are equipped with a 
GPS device, permit more precise tracking. For example, 
when a user activates the GPS on such a phone, a provider 
is able to monitor the phone’s location and speed of move­
ment and can then report back real-time traffic conditions 
after combining (“crowdsourcing”) the speed of all such 

7 See Kerr, The Fourth Amendment and New Technologies: Constitu­
tional Myths and the Case for Caution, 102 Mich. L. Rev. 801, 850–851 
(2004) (hereinafter Kerr). 

8 See CTIA Consumer Info, 50 Wireless Quick Facts, http://www. 
ctia.org/consumer_info/ index.cfm/AID/10323. 
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phones on any particular road.9 Similarly, phone-location­
tracking services are offered as “social” tools, allowing 
consumers to find (or to avoid) others who enroll in these 
services. The availability and use of these and other new 
devices will continue to shape the average person’s expecta­
tions about the privacy of his or her daily movements. 

V 

In the precomputer age, the greatest protections of pri­
vacy were neither constitutional nor statutory, but practical. 
Traditional surveillance for any extended period of time was 
difficult and costly and therefore rarely undertaken. The 
surveillance at issue in this case—constant monitoring of the 
location of a vehicle for four weeks—would have required a 
large team of agents, multiple vehicles, and perhaps aerial 
assistance.10 Only an investigation of unusual importance 
could have justified such an expenditure of law enforcement 
resources. Devices like the one used in the present case, 
however, make long-term monitoring relatively easy and 
cheap. In circumstances involving dramatic technological 
change, the best solution to privacy concerns may be legisla­
tive. See, e. g., Kerr 805–806. A legislative body is well 
situated to gauge changing public attitudes, to draw detailed 

9 See, e. g., The Bright Side of Sitting in Traffic: Crowdsourcing Road 
Congestion Data, Google Blog, http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2009/08/ 
bright-side-of-sitting-in-traffic.html. 

10 Even with a radio transmitter like those used in United States v. 
Knotts, 460 U. S. 276 (1983), or United States v. Karo, 468 U. S. 705 (1984), 
such long-term surveillance would have been exceptionally demanding. 
The beepers used in those cases merely “emit[ted] periodic signals that 
[could] be picked up by a radio receiver.” Knotts, 460 U. S., at 277. The 
signal had a limited range and could be lost if the police did not stay close 
enough. Indeed, in Knotts itself, officers lost the signal from the beeper, 
and only “with the assistance of a monitoring device located in a helicopter 
[was] the approximate location of the signal . . . picked up again about one 
hour later.” Id., at 278. 
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lines, and to balance privacy and public safety in a compre­
hensive way. 

To date, however, Congress and most States have not 
enacted statutes regulating the use of GPS tracking technol­
ogy for law enforcement purposes. The best that we can do 
in this case is to apply existing Fourth Amendment doctrine 
and to ask whether the use of GPS tracking in a particular 
case involved a degree of intrusion that a reasonable person 
would not have anticipated. 

Under this approach, relatively short-term monitoring of 
a person’s movements on public streets accords with expec­
tations of privacy that our society has recognized as reason­
able. See Knotts, 460 U. S., at 281–282. But the use of 
longer term GPS monitoring in investigations of most of­
fenses impinges on expectations of privacy. For such of­
fenses, society’s expectation has been that law enforcement 
agents and others would not—and indeed, in the main, sim­
ply could not—secretly monitor and catalogue every single 
movement of an individual’s car for a very long period. In 
this case, for four weeks, law enforcement agents tracked 
every movement that respondent made in the vehicle he was 
driving. We need not identify with precision the point at 
which the tracking of this vehicle became a search, for the 
line was surely crossed before the 4-week mark. Other 
cases may present more difficult questions. But where un­
certainty exists with respect to whether a certain period of 
GPS surveillance is long enough to constitute a Fourth 
Amendment search, the police may always seek a warrant.11 

11 In this case, the agents obtained a warrant, but they did not comply 
with two of the warrant’s restrictions: They did not install the GPS device 
within the 10-day period required by the terms of the warrant and by 
Fed. Rule Crim. Proc. 41(e)(2)(B)(i), and they did not install the GPS de­
vice within the District of Columbia, as required by the terms of the war­
rant and by 18 U. S. C. § 3117(a) and Rule 41(b)(4). In the courts below 
the Government did not argue, and has not argued here, that the Fourth 
Amendment does not impose these precise restrictions and that the viola­
tion of these restrictions does not demand the suppression of evidence 
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We also need not consider whether prolonged GPS monitor­
ing in the context of investigations involving extraordi­
nary offenses would similarly intrude on a constitutionally 
protected sphere of privacy. In such cases, long-term track­
ing might have been mounted using previously available 
techniques. 

* * * 

For these reasons, I conclude that the lengthy monitoring 
that occurred in this case constituted a search under the 
Fourth Amendment. I therefore agree with the majority 
that the decision of the Court of Appeals must be affirmed. 

obtained using the tracking device. See, e. g., United States v. Gerber, 
994 F. 2d 1556, 1559–1560 (CA11 1993); United States v. Burke, 517 F. 2d 
377, 386–387 (CA2 1975). Because it was not raised, that question is not 
before us. 
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REYNOLDS v. UNITED STATES 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the third circuit 

No. 10–6549. Argued October 3, 2011—Decided January 23, 2012 

The federal Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act (Act) requires 
convicted sex offenders to provide state governments with, and to up­
date, information, e. g., names and current addresses, for state and fed­
eral sex offender registries. It is a crime if a person who is “required to 
register under [the Act]” and who “travels in interstate . . . commerce” 
knowingly “fails to register or update a registration.” 18 U. S. C. 
§ 2250(a). The Act defines “sex offender” to include offenders who were 
convicted before the Act’s effective date, 42 U. S. C. § 16911(1), and says 
that “[t]he Attorney General shall have the authority to specify the 
applicability of the [registration] requirements” to pre-Act offenders, 
§ 16913(d). The Act, which seeks to make more uniform and effective a 
patchwork of pre-Act federal and 50 state registration systems, became 
law in July 2006. In February 2007, the Attorney General promulgated 
an Interim Rule specifying that the Act applies to all pre-Act offenders. 
He has since promulgated further rules, regulations, and specifications. 

Petitioner Reynolds, a pre-Act offender, registered in Missouri in 2005 
but moved to Pennsylvania in September 2007 without updating the 
Missouri registration or registering in Pennsylvania. He was indicted 
for failing to meet the Act’s registration requirements between Septem­
ber 16 and October 16, 2007. He moved to dismiss the indictment on 
the ground that the Act was not applicable to pre-Act offenders during 
that time, arguing that the Attorney General’s February 2007 Interim 
Rule was invalid because it violated the Constitution’s “nondelegation” 
doctrine and the Administrative Procedure Act’s notice and comment 
requirements. The District Court rejected on the merits Reynolds’ 
legal attack on the Interim Rule, but the Third Circuit rejected his 
argument without reaching the merits, concluding that the Act’s regis­
tration requirements applied to pre-Act offenders even in the absence 
of a rule by the Attorney General. Thus, it found, the Interim Rule’s 
validity made no legal difference in the outcome. 

Held: The Act does not require pre-Act offenders to register before the 
Attorney General validly specifies that the Act’s registration provisions 
apply to them. Pp. 439–446. 

(a) This conclusion is supported by a natural reading of the Act’s text, 
which consists of four statements. Statement One says that “[a] sex 
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offender shall register, and keep the registration current.” Statement 
Two says that, generally, the offender must initially register before 
completing his “sentence of imprisonment.” Statement Three says that 
the sex offender must update a registration within three business days 
of any change of “name, residence, employment, or student status.” 
Statement Four says that “[t]he Attorney General shall have the author­
ity to specify the applicability of the requirements . . . to sex offenders 
convicted before the enactment of” the Act. § 16913. Read naturally, 
the Fourth Statement modifies the First. It deals specifically with a 
subset (pre-Act offenders) of the First Statement’s broad general class 
(all sex offenders) and thus should control the Act’s application to that 
subset. See Gozlon-Peretz v. United States, 498 U. S. 395, 407. Also, 
by giving the Attorney General authority to specify the Act’s “applica­
bility,” not its “nonapplicability,” the Fourth Statement is more natu­
rally read to confer authority to apply the Act, not authority to make 
exceptions. This reading efficiently resolves what may have been Con­
gress’ concern about the practical problems of applying the new regis­
tration requirements to a large number of pre-Act offenders, which 
could have been expensive and might not have proved feasible to do 
immediately. It might have thought that such concerns warranted dif­
ferent treatment for different categories of pre-Act offenders. And it 
could have concluded that it was efficient and desirable to ask the Justice 
Department, charged with responsibility for implementation, to examine 
pre-Act offender problems and to apply the new requirements accord­
ingly. This reading also takes Congress to have filled potential lacunae 
(created by related Act provisions) in a manner consistent with basic 
criminal law principles. The Second Statement, e. g., requires a sex of­
fender to register before completing his prison term, but says nothing 
about when a pre-Act offender who has left prison is to register. An 
Attorney General ruling could diminish such uncertainties, helping to 
eliminate the kind of vagueness and uncertainty that criminal law must 
seek to avoid. Pp. 439–442. 

(b) The Government’s three principal contrary arguments—that the 
Court’s reading conflicts with the Act’s purpose of establishing a na­
tional registration system that includes pre-Act offenders; that the 
Court’s reading could lead to an absurdly long implementation delay; 
and that the Act should be read to apply the requirements immediately 
and on their own to all pre-Act offenders to avoid the possibility that 
the Attorney General, who has, but is not required to use, “the authority 
to specify” requirements, might take no action—are unpersuasive. 
Some lower courts have read the Attorney General’s authority to apply 
only to pre-Act sex offenders who are unable to comply with the stat­
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ute’s “initial registration” requirements, but that is not what the Act 
says. Pp. 442–445. 

(c) Because the Act’s registration requirements do not apply to pre-
Act offenders until the Attorney General so specifies, the question 
whether the Attorney General’s Interim Rule is a valid specification 
matters in this case. Pp. 445–446. 

380 Fed. Appx. 125, reversed and remanded. 

Breyer, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Kennedy, Thomas, Alito, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., joined. 
Scalia, J., filed a dissenting opinion, in which Ginsburg, J., joined, post, 
p. 448. 

Candace Cain argued the cause for petitioner. With her 
on the briefs were Lisa B. Freeland, Renee D. Pietropaolo, 
Tara I. Allen, Kimberly R. Brunson, and Peter R. Moyers. 

Melissa Arbus Sherry argued the cause for the United 
States. With her on the brief were Solicitor General Ver­
rilli, Assistant Attorney General Breuer, Deputy Solicitor 
General Dreeben, and J. Campbell Barker. 

Justice Breyer delivered the opinion of the Court. 
The federal Sex Offender Registration and Notification 

Act (Act), 120 Stat. 590, 42 U. S. C. § 16901 et seq. (2006 ed. 
and Supp. III), requires those convicted of certain sex crimes 
to provide state governments with (and to update) infor­
mation, such as names and current addresses, for inclusion 
on state and federal sex offender registries. §§ 16912(a), 
16913–16914, 16919(a) (2006 ed.). The Act makes it a crime 
for a person who is “required to register” under the Act and 
who “travels in interstate or foreign commerce” knowingly 
to “fai[l] to register or update a registration . . . .” 18 
U. S. C. § 2250(a). The question before us concerns the date 
on which this federal registration requirement took effect 
with respect to sex offenders convicted before the Act be­
came law. 

The Act defines the term “sex offender” as including these 
pre-Act offenders. 42 U. S. C. § 16911(1); see Carr v. United 
States, 560 U. S. 438, 447 (2010). It says that “[a] sex offender 
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shall register.” § 16913(a). And it further says that “[t]he 
Attorney General shall have the authority to specify the ap­
plicability of the [registration] requirements . . . to sex of­
fenders convicted before the enactment of this chapter . . . .” 
§ 16913(d) (emphasis added). In our view, these provisions, 
read together, mean that the Act’s registration requirements 
do not apply to pre-Act offenders until the Attorney General 
specifies that they do apply. We reverse a Court of Appeals 
determination that, in effect, holds the contrary. 

I 

A 

The new federal Act reflects Congress’ awareness that 
pre-Act registration law consisted of a patchwork of federal 
and 50 individual state registration systems. See 73 Fed. 
Reg. 38045 (2008). The Act seeks to make those systems 
more uniform and effective. It does so by repealing several 
earlier federal laws that also (but less effectively) sought 
uniformity; by setting forth comprehensive registration-
system standards; by making federal funding contingent on 
States’ bringing their systems into compliance with those 
standards; by requiring both state and federal sex offenders 
to register with relevant jurisdictions (and to keep registra­
tion information current); and by creating federal criminal 
sanctions applicable to those who violate the Act’s registra­
tion requirements. 18 U. S. C. § 2250(a) (criminal provision); 
42 U. S. C. §§ 16911(10), 16913–16916 (2006 ed. and Supp. III) 
(registration requirements); § 16925 (federal funding); § 129, 
120 Stat. 600 (repeal of earlier laws). 

The Act’s criminal penalty applies to “[w]ho[m]ever . . . is 
required to register under [the Act].” 18 U. S. C. § 2250(a). 
It says that such a person (a federal sex offender or a nonfed­
eral sex offender who travels in interstate commerce) must 
not knowingly fail “to register or update a registration as 
required by [the Act].” Ibid. (emphasis added); see Appen­
dix, infra, at 446. 
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The relevant registration requirements are set forth in an 
Act provision that states: 

“Registry requirements for sex offenders 

“(a) In general 

“A sex offender [defined to include any offender who 
was convicted of a sex offense] shall register, and keep 
the registration current, in each jurisdiction where the 
offender resides, where the offender is an employee, and 
where the offender is a student. . . . 
“(b) Initial registration 

“The sex offender shall initially register [either] be­
fore completing a sentence of imprisonment with respect 
to the offense giving rise to the registration require­
ment; or [for those not sentenced to prison] not later 
than 3 business days after being sentenced . . . . 
“(c) Keeping the registration current 

“A sex offender shall [update his registration within] 
3 business days after each change of name, residence, 
employment, or student status [by] appear[ing] in per­
son in at least 1 jurisdiction involved . . . and inform[ing] 
that jurisdiction of all [relevant] changes . . . . 
“(d) Initial registration of sex offenders unable to 

comply with subsection (b) 

“The Attorney General shall have the authority to 
specify the applicability of the [registration] require­
ments . . . to sex offenders convicted before the en­
actment of this chapter or its implementation in a 
particular jurisdiction, and to prescribe rules for the 
registration of any such sex offenders and for other cate­
gories of sex offenders who are unable to comply with 
subsection (b).” 42 U. S. C. § 16913 (emphasis added). 

The new Act became law on July 27, 2006. 
On February 28, 2007, the Attorney General promulgated 

an Interim Rule specifying that “[t]he requirements of [the 
Act] apply to all sex offenders, including sex offenders con­
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victed of the offense for which registration is required prior 
to the enactment of that Act.” 72 Fed. Reg. 8897 (2007) 
(codified at 28 CFR § 72.3). Subsequently, the Attorney 
General promulgated further rules, regulations, and specifi­
cations. See 73 Fed. Reg. 38030; 75 Fed. Reg. 81849 (2010); 
76 Fed. Reg. 1630 (2011). The present case focuses upon the 
applicability of the Act’s registration requirements to pre-
Act offenders during the period between (1) July 27, 2006 
(when the Act took effect) and (2) the moment when the At­
torney General promulgated a valid rule specifying the reg­
istration requirements’ applicability, namely, February 28, 
2007 (or a later date if the February 28 specification was 
invalid). 

B 

Billy Joe Reynolds, the petitioner, is a pre-Act offender. 
He was convicted of a Missouri sex offense in October 2001; 
he served four years in prison; he was released in July 2005; 
he then registered as a Missouri sex offender; but he moved 
to Pennsylvania in September 2007 without updating his 
Missouri registration information (as Missouri law required) 
and without registering in Pennsylvania. A federal grand 
jury indicted him, charging him with, between September 
16 and October 16, 2007, having “knowingly failed to reg­
ister and update a registration as required by [the Act].” 
App. 13; see 18 U. S. C. § 2250(a). In the Government’s view, 
Reynolds’ failure to update his address information when 
he moved to Pennsylvania violated the requirement that a 
“sex offender” update registration information within “3 
business days after each change of . . . residence.” 42 
U. S. C. § 16913(c). 

Reynolds moved to dismiss the indictment on the ground 
that in September and October 2007 the Act’s registration 
requirements had not yet become applicable to pre-Act of­
fenders. He conceded that the Act had become law earlier 
(namely, in July 2006), and he conceded that the Attorney 
General had already (in February 2007) promulgated an 
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Interim Rule specifying that the Act’s registration require­
ments were applicable to pre-Act offenders. But he claimed 
that the Interim Rule was invalid because it violated both 
the Constitution’s “nondelegation” doctrine and the Adminis­
trative Procedure Act’s (APA) requirement for “good cause” 
to promulgate a rule without “notice and comment” (as 
the Attorney General had done). See A. L. A. Schechter 
Poultry Corp. v. United States, 295 U. S. 495, 529 (1935) (non­
delegation doctrine); 5 U. S. C. §§ 553(b)(3)(B), (d)(3) (APA). 
Because the Interim Rule is invalid, he added, the law must 
treat him like a pre-Act offender who traveled interstate and 
violated the Act’s registration requirements before the At­
torney General specified their applicability. 

The District Court rejected on the merits Reynolds’ legal 
attack on the Interim Rule. But the Court of Appeals re­
jected Reynolds’ argument without reaching those merits. 
380 Fed. Appx. 125 (CA3 2010). That court thought that the 
Act’s registration requirements apply to pre-Act offenders 
such as Reynolds (who was subject to a pre-existing state-
law registration requirement) from the date of the new law’s 
enactment—even in the absence of any rule or regulation 
by the Attorney General specifying that the new registra­
tion requirements apply. That being so, the validity of 
the Interim Rule could make no legal difference, for the Act 
required Reynolds to follow the new federal registration 
requirements regardless of any rulemaking. 

The Courts of Appeals have reached different conclusions 
about whether the Act’s registration requirements apply to 
pre-Act offenders prior to the time that the Attorney Gen­
eral specifies their applicability, i. e., from July 2006 until at 
least February 2007. Six Circuits have held that the Act’s 
registration requirements do not apply to pre-Act offenders 
unless and until the Attorney General so specifies. United 
States v. Johnson, 632 F. 3d 912, 922–927 (CA5 2011); United 
States v. Valverde, 628 F. 3d 1159, 1162–1164 (CA9 2010); 
United States v. Cain, 583 F. 3d 408, 414–419 (CA6 2009); 
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United States v. Hatcher, 560 F. 3d 222, 226–229 (CA4 2009); 
United States v. Dixon, 551 F. 3d 578, 585 (CA7 2008); United 
States v. Madera, 528 F. 3d 852, 856–859 (CA11 2008) (per cu­
riam). Five Circuits have held that they apply from the 
date of the Act’s enactment, and prior to any such specifica­
tion, at least with respect to pre-Act offenders who had al­
ready registered under state law. United States v. Fuller, 
627 F. 3d 499, 506 (CA2 2010); United States v. DiTomasso, 
621 F. 3d 17, 24 (CA1 2010); United States v. Shenandoah, 
595 F. 3d 151, 163 (CA3 2010); United States v. Hinckley, 550 
F. 3d 926, 932 (CA10 2008); United States v. May, 535 F. 3d 
912, 918–919 (CA8 2008). In light of this split, we agreed to 
consider the question. 

II 

A 

The question before us is whether the Act requires pre-
Act offenders to register before the Attorney General validly 
specifies that the Act’s registration provisions apply to them. 
We believe that it does not. For one thing, a natural reading 
of the textual language supports our conclusion. The text 
consists of four statements. See supra, at 436. Statement 
One says that “[a] sex offender shall register, and keep the 
registration current.” Statement Two says that a sex of­
fender must initially register before completing his “sen­
tence of imprisonment” (or, if the sentence does not involve 
imprisonment, within three days of conviction). Statement 
Three says that the sex offender must update a registration 
within three business days of any change of “name, resi­
dence, employment, or student status.” Statement Four 
says that “[t]he Attorney General shall have the authority to 
specify the applicability of the requirements of this subchap­
ter to sex offenders convicted before the enactment of this 
chapter.” 

Read naturally, the Fourth Statement modifies the First. 
It specifically deals with a subset (pre-Act offenders) of a 
broad general class (all sex offenders) to which the First 
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Statement applies. And it therefore should control the Act’s 
application to that subset. See Gozlon-Peretz v. United 
States, 498 U. S. 395, 407 (1991) (specific statutory provision 
normally controls over one of more general application); see 
also Bloate v. United States, 559 U. S. 196, 207 (2010) (same). 

At the same time, the Fourth Statement says that the At­
torney General has authority to specify the Act’s “applicabil­
ity,” not its “nonapplicability.” And it consequently is more 
naturally read as conferring the authority to apply the Act, 
not the authority to make exceptions. That is how we nor­
mally understand a term such as “authority to specify” in 
the context of applying new rules to persons already gov­
erned by pre-existing rules. If, for example, the Major 
League Baseball Players Association and the team owners 
agreed that the Commissioner of Baseball “shall have the 
authority to specify the applicability” to the major leagues 
of the more stringent minor league drug testing policy, we 
should think that the minor league policy would not apply 
unless and until the commissioner so specified. 

For another thing, this reading of the Act efficiently re­
solves what Congress may well have thought were practical 
problems arising when the Act sought to apply the new reg­
istration requirements to pre-Act offenders. The problems 
arise out of the fact that the Act seeks to make more uniform 
a patchwork of pre-existing state systems. Doing so could 
require newly registering or reregistering “a large number” 
of pre-Act offenders. That effort could prove expensive. 
And it might not prove feasible to do so immediately. See 
73 Fed. Reg. 38063 (recognizing these problems). Congress’ 
concern about these problems is reflected in the Act’s provid­
ing the States with three years to bring their systems into 
compliance with federal standards while permitting the At­
torney General to extend that 3-year grace period to five 
years. 42 U. S. C. § 16924. 

These same considerations might have warranted different 
federal registration treatment of different categories of pre­
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Act offenders. Cf. 73 Fed. Reg. 38035–38036 and 38046– 
38047 (final Department of Justice guidelines allowing States 
to meet Act requirements without registering certain cate­
gories of pre-Act offenders); 76 Fed. Reg. 1635–1636 (supple­
mental guidelines allowing the same). At least Congress 
might well have so thought. And consequently, Congress 
might well have looked for a solution. Asking the Depart­
ment of Justice, charged with responsibility for implementa­
tion, to examine these pre-Act offender problems and to 
apply the new registration requirements accordingly could 
have represented one efficient and desirable solution (though 
we express no view on Reynolds’ related constitutional 
claim). Cf. 42 U. S. C. §§ 16912(b), 16914(a)(7), (b)(7), 16919, 
16941, 16945 (granting the Attorney General authority to ad­
minister various aspects of the Act). And that is just the 
solution that the Act’s language says that Congress adopted. 

Finally, our reading of the Act takes Congress to have 
filled potential lacunae (created by related Act provisions) 
in a manner consistent with basic background principles of 
criminal law. The Second Statement, for example, says that 
a sex offender must register before completing his prison 
term, but the provision says nothing about when a pre-Act 
offender who completed his prison term pre-Act must regis­
ter. Although a state pre-Act offender could not be prose­
cuted until he traveled interstate, there is no interstate 
requirement for a federal pre-Act offender. And to apply 
the Act to either of these pre-Act offenders from the date of 
enactment would require reading into the statute, silent on 
the point, some kind of unsaid equivalent (e. g., registering 
or updating within a “reasonable time” or “within three days 
of first post-Act travel in interstate commerce” or “as preex­
isting state law requires”). 

Pre-Act offenders, aware of such complexities, lacunae, and 
difficulties, might, on their own, reach different conclusions 
about whether, or how, the new registration requirements 
applied to them. A ruling from the Attorney General, how­
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ever, could diminish or eliminate those uncertainties, 
thereby helping to eliminate the very kind of vagueness and 
uncertainty that criminal law must seek to avoid. Cf., e. g., 
United States v. Lanier, 520 U. S. 259, 266 (1997) (noting that 
“the canon of strict construction of criminal statutes, or rule 
of lenity, ensures fair warning by so resolving ambiguity in 
a criminal statute as to apply it only to conduct clearly 
covered”). 

B 

The Government makes three principal arguments to the 
contrary. First, it says that our interpretation of the Act 
conflicts with one basic statutory purpose, namely, the “es­
tablish[ment of] a comprehensive national system for the 
registration of [sex] offenders,” 42 U. S. C. § 16901, that in­
cludes offenders who committed their offenses before the Act 
became law. The Act reflects that purpose when it defines 
“sex offender” broadly to include any “individual who was 
convicted of a sex offense.” § 16911(1). And we have rec­
ognized that purpose in stating that, in general, the Act’s 
criminal provisions apply to any pre-Act offender required 
to register under the Act who later travels interstate and 
fails to register. See Carr, 560 U. S., at 447. 

The Act’s history also reveals that many of its supporters 
placed considerable importance upon the registration of pre-
Act offenders. See, e. g., H. R. Rep. No. 109–218, pt. 1, p. 24 
(2005) (H. R. Rep.) (“[Twenty] percent of sexual offenders are 
‘lost,’ and there is a strong public interest in finding them 
and having them register with current information to miti­
gate the risks of additional crimes against children”); 152 
Cong. Rec. 15333 (2006) (statement of Sen. Cantwell) (“Child 
sex offenders have exploited this stunning lack of uniformity, 
and the consequences have been tragic. Twenty percent 
of the Nation’s 560,000 sex offenders are ‘lost’ because 
State offender registry programs are not coordinated well 
enough”); id., at 15338 (statement of Sen. Kyl) (“There cur­
rently are over 100,000 sex offenders in this country who are 
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required to register but are ‘off the system.’ They are not 
registered. The penalties in this bill should be adequate to 
ensure that these individuals register”); id., at 13050 (state­
ment of Sen. Frist) (“There are currently 550,000 registered 
sex offenders in the U. S. and at least 100,000 of them are 
missing from the system. Every day that we don’t have this 
national sex offender registry, these missing sex predators 
are out there somewhere”). 

The difficulty with the Government’s argument, however, 
is that it overstates the need for instantaneous registration 
of pre-Act offenders. Our different reading, we concede, in­
volves implementation delay. But that delay need not be 
long (the Attorney General issued his Interim Rule 217 days 
after the effective date of the new law). And that delay can 
be justified by the need to accommodate other Act-related 
interests. See supra, at 440–442. 

Second, the Government suggests that our reading leads 
to an absurd result. As it points out, the Fourth Statement 
grants the Attorney General the “authority to specify” the 
registration requirements’ applicability not only to pre-Act 
offenders but also to those convicted prior to the “implemen­
tation” of the new Act “in a particular jurisdiction.” Some 
jurisdictions might not implement the Act for up to five 
years. See 42 U. S. C. § 16924; see also Dept. of Justice, 
Office of Justice Programs, Justice Department Finds 24 Ju­
risdictions Have Substantially Implemented SORNA Re­
quirements (July 28, 2011) (stating that as of July 28, 2011, 
14 States had implemented the Act’s requirements), http:// 
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/newsroom/pressreleases/2011/SMART_ 
PR-072811.htm (all Internet materials as visited Jan. 19, 
2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s case file). Yet, the 
Government concludes, it is absurd to believe that Congress 
would have desired so long a delay in the application of its 
new registration requirements. 

The problem with this argument, however, is that reading 
the two categories similarly (a matter which we need not 
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decide) would not require a long delay in applying the reg­
istration requirements to post-Act offenders who committed 
a crime in a jurisdiction that is slow to implement the 
new requirements. At most, that reading would require 
the Attorney General to promulgate a rule applicable to all 
preimplementation offenders. That rule could specify that 
the Act’s preregistration provisions apply to some or to 
all those offenders. And it could do so quickly, well before 
a jurisdiction implements the Act’s requirements. Indeed, 
the Attorney General’s Interim Rule and the Department of 
Justice’s final guidelines, both issued before any jurisdiction 
implemented the Act’s requirements, state that the Act’s re­
quirements apply to “all sex offenders,” including all preim­
plementation offenders. See 72 Fed. Reg. 8897 (codified at 
28 CFR § 72.3); 73 Fed. Reg. 38036; cf. Dept. of Justice, Office 
of Justice Programs, Justice Department Announces First 
Two Jurisdictions To Implement Sex Offender Registration 
and Notification Act (Sept. 23, 2009), http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/ 
newsroom/pressreleases/2009/SMART09154.htm. 

Third, the Government argues against our interpretation 
on the ground that the Act says only that the Attorney Gen­
eral “shall have the authority to specify the applicability” of 
the Act’s registration requirements to pre-Act offenders; it 
does not say that he “shall specify” or otherwise require him 
to do so. The Act’s language, the Government continues, 
consequently gives the Attorney General the power not to 
specify anything; that power is inconsistent with Congress’ 
intent to ensure the speedy registration of thousands of 
“lost” pre-Act offenders, supra, at 442–443; and we can avoid 
this result only by reading the Act’s registration require­
ments as applying immediately and on their own to all pre-
Act offenders (though the Attorney General would have the 
power to make exceptions). 

This argument bases too much upon too little. There is 
no reason to believe that Congress feared that the Attorney 
General would refuse to apply the new requirements to pre­
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Act offenders. See, e. g., H. R. Rep., at 23–24; Protecting 
Our Nation’s Children From Sexual Predators and Violent 
Criminals: What Needs To Be Done? Hearing before the 
Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
of the House Committee on the Judiciary, 109th Cong., 1st 
Sess., 4–13 (2005); Office of the Press Secretary, The White 
House, President Signs H. R. 4472, the Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act of 2006 (July 27, 2006), http:// 
georgewbush-whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2006/ 
07/20060727-6.html. And there was no need for a mandatory 
requirement to avoid that unrealistic possibility. There is 
consequently no need to read the language unnaturally as 
giving the Attorney General the authority only to make ex­
ceptions from an implicit (unstated) rule that would other­
wise apply the new registration requirements to all pre-Act 
offenders across the board and immediately. 

Finally, we note that some lower courts have read the At­
torney General’s specification authority as applying only to 
those pre-Act sex offenders unable to comply with the stat­
ute’s “initial registration” requirements. See 42 U. S. C. 
§ 16913(b). That, however, is not what the statute says. 
Rather, its Fourth Statement, § 16913(d), says that the Attor­
ney General has the authority (1) to specify the applicability 
of the registration requirements to pre-Act (and preimple­
mentation) offenders, “and ” (2) to prescribe rules for their 
registration, “and ” (3) to prescribe registration rules for 
other categories of sex offenders who are unable to comply 
with the initial registration requirements. See supra, at 
436. The word “and” means that the Attorney General’s au­
thority extends beyond those pre-Act “sex offenders who are 
unable to comply” with the initial registration requirements. 

III 

For these reasons, we conclude that the Act’s registration 
requirements do not apply to pre-Act offenders until the At­
torney General so specifies. Whether the Attorney Gener­
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al’s Interim Rule sets forth a valid specification consequently 
matters in the case before us. And we reverse the Third 
Circuit’s judgment to the contrary. We remand the case for 
further proceedings consistent with this opinion. 

So ordered. 

APPENDIX 

18 U. S. C. § 2250(a) 

“In General.—Whoever— 
“(1) is required to register under the Sex Offender 

Registration and Notification Act; 
“(2)(A) is a sex offender as defined for the purposes 

of the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act by 
reason of a conviction under Federal law (including the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice), the law of the Dis­
trict of Columbia, Indian tribal law, or the law of any 
territory or possession of the United States; or 

“(B) travels in interstate or foreign commerce, or en­
ters or leaves, or resides in, Indian country; and 

“(3) knowingly fails to register or update a registra­
tion as required by the Sex Offender Registration and 
Notification Act; 
“shall be fined under this title or imprisoned not more 
than 10 years, or both.” 

42 U. S. C. § 16913 

“Registry requirements for sex offenders 

“(a) In general 

“A sex offender shall register, and keep the registra­
tion current, in each jurisdiction where the offender re­
sides, where the offender is an employee, and where the 
offender is a student. For initial registration purposes 
only, a sex offender shall also register in the jurisdiction 
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in which convicted if such jurisdiction is different from 
the jurisdiction of residence. 

“(b) Initial registration 

“The sex offender shall initially register—(1) before 
completing a sentence of imprisonment with respect to 
the offense giving rise to the registration requirement; 
or (2) not later than 3 business days after being sen­
tenced for that offense, if the sex offender is not sen­
tenced to a term of imprisonment. 

“(c) Keeping the registration current 

“A sex offender shall, not later than 3 business days 
after each change of name, residence, employment, or 
student status, appear in person in at least 1 jurisdiction 
involved pursuant to subsection (a) and inform that juris­
diction of all changes in the information required for that 
offender in the sex offender registry. That jurisdiction 
shall immediately provide that information to all other ju­
risdictions in which the offender is required to register. 

“(d) Initial registration of sex offenders unable to 

comply with subsection (b) 

“The Attorney General shall have the authority to 
specify the applicability of the requirements of this sub-
chapter to sex offenders convicted before the enactment 
of this chapter or its implementation in a particular ju­
risdiction, and to prescribe rules for the registration of 
any such sex offenders and for other categories of sex 
offenders who are unable to comply with subsection (b). 

“(e) State penalty for failure to comply 

“Each jurisdiction, other than a Federally recognized 
Indian tribe, shall provide a criminal penalty that in­
cludes a maximum term of imprisonment that is greater 
than 1 year for the failure of a sex offender to comply 
with the requirements of this subchapter.” 
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Scalia, J., dissenting 

Justice Scalia, with whom Justice Ginsburg joins, 
dissenting. 

In my view, the registration requirements of the Sex Of­
fender Registration and Notification Act (Act), 120 Stat. 590, 
42 U. S. C. § 16901 et seq. (2006 ed. and Supp. III), apply of 
their own force, without action by the Attorney General. 
The Act’s statement that “[t]he Attorney General shall have 
the authority to specify the applicability of the [registration] 
requirements” to pre-Act sex offenders, § 16913(d), is best 
understood as conferring on the Attorney General an author­
ity to make exceptions to the otherwise applicable registra­
tion requirements. 

To begin with, I do not share the Court’s belief that to “spec­
ify the applicability” more naturally means, in the present 
context, to “make applicable” rather than to “make inapplica­
ble.” See ante, at 439–440. The example the Court gives, 
the Commissioner of Baseball’s “ ‘authority to specify the ap­
plicability’ ” of more stringent minor-league drug testing pol­
icies to the major leagues, ibid., is entirely inapt, because it 
deals with a policy that on its face is otherwise not applicable. 
Since the major leagues are not covered by the policies, the 
Commissioner’s “ ‘authority to specify [their] applicability’ ” 
can mean nothing else but the authority to render them ap­
plicable. What we have here, however, is a statute that 
states in unqualified terms that “[a] sex offender shall regis­
ter,” § 16913(a)—and that the Court rightly believes was 
meant to cover pre-Act offenders.* The issue is whether 
“specify the applicability” means that no pre-Act offenders 
need register unless the Attorney General says so, or rather 

*The Court reaches this conclusion based on an inquiry into legislative 
history. See ante, at 442–443. That inquiry is quite superfluous, how­
ever, since the text of the Act itself makes clear that Congress sought to 
“establis[h] a comprehensive national system for the registration of [sex 
offenders],” 42 U. S. C. § 16901, with “sex offender” defined broadly to 
“mea[n] an individual who was convicted of a sex offense,” § 16911(1) (em­
phasis added). 
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that the Attorney General may excuse the unqualified re­
quirement for pre-Act offenders. In that context, it seems 
to me that the latter meaning is more natural. One specifies 
the applicability of an application that already exists by de­
scribing or revising its contours. 

I think it preferable to give “specify” this meaning not 
only because here it is more natural, but also because the 
alternative is to read the statute as leaving it up to the At­
torney General whether the registration requirement would 
ever apply to pre-Act offenders, even though registration of 
pre-Act offenders was (as the Court acknowledges) what the 
statute sought to achieve. For the statute does not instruct 
the Attorney General to specify; it merely gives him “author­
ity” to do so. In this respect, the provision at issue here 
stands in marked contrast to other provisions of the Act 
which clearly impose duties on the Attorney General. See, 
e. g., § 16912(b) (“The Attorney General shall issue guidelines 
and regulations to interpret and implement this subchap­
ter”); § 16917(b) (“The Attorney General shall prescribe rules 
for the notification of [certain] sex offenders”); § 16919(a) 
(“The Attorney General shall maintain a national database”); 
§ 16926(a) (“The Attorney General shall establish and imple­
ment a Sex Offender Management Assistance program”). 

The Court’s response to this—that “there was no need for 
a mandatory requirement to avoid [the] unrealistic possibil­
ity” that the Attorney General would not specify, ante, at 
445—seems to me a fine answer to the question “What man­
datory requirements must a poorly drafted statute contain 
in order to be workable?” It is an inadequate answer, how­
ever, to the question that is relevant here: “Would Congress 
have written the provision this way if it wanted pre-Act 
offenders covered and did not think they were covered ab­
sent specification by the Attorney General?” Intelligently 
drafted statutes make mandatory those executive acts essen­
tial to their functioning, whether or not those acts would 
likely occur anyway. It would have taken little effort (in 
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fact, less effort) for Congress to write “the Attorney General 
shall specify the applicability” instead of “[t]he Attorney 
General shall have the authority to specify the applicability.” 
The latter formulation confers discretion, and it is simply 
implausible that the Attorney General was given discretion 
to determine whether coverage of pre-Act offenders (one of 
the purposes of the Act) should exist. 

Indeed, it is not entirely clear to me that Congress can 
constitutionally leave it to the Attorney General to decide— 
with no statutory standard whatever governing his discre­
tion—whether a criminal statute will or will not apply to 
certain individuals. That seems to me sailing close to the 
wind with regard to the principle that legislative powers are 
nondelegable, see Whitman v. American Trucking Assns., 
Inc., 531 U. S. 457, 472–476 (2001); Loving v. United States, 
517 U. S. 748, 776–777 (1996) (Scalia, J., concurring in part 
and concurring in judgment), and “[i]t is our settled policy 
to avoid an interpretation of a federal statute that engenders 
constitutional issues if a reasonable alternative interpreta­
tion poses no constitutional question,” Gomez v. United 
States, 490 U. S. 858, 864 (1989). Construing the Act to give 
the Attorney General the power to reduce congressionally 
imposed requirements fits that bill, because such a power 
is little more than a formalized version of the time-honored 
practice of prosecutorial discretion. 

The Court points out that there might have been need for 
“different federal registration treatment of different catego­
ries of pre-Act offenders,” ante, at 440–441, and that absent 
a “ruling from the Attorney General” pre-Act offenders 
would be uncertain “about whether, or how, the new regis­
tration requirements applied to them,” ante, at 441. But 
attending to those details would certainly come within the 
Attorney General’s authority to “specify” application of the 
Act—and so would the temporary suspension of registration 
requirements pending the Attorney General’s resolution of 
those details. And of course the uncertainty of where to 
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register could form the basis for the Attorney General’s ex­
ercise of his discretion not to prosecute in individual cases. 
Neither problem, it seems to me, justifies the extraordinary 
interpretation that this Act does not apply to pre-Act offend­
ers unless and until the Attorney General, in his discretion, 
says so. 

For these reasons, I respectfully dissent. 
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Syllabus 

NATIONAL MEAT ASSOCIATION v. HARRIS,
 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CALIFORNIA,
 

et al. 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–224. Argued November 9, 2011—Decided January 23, 2012 

The Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA or Act), 21 U. S. C. § 601 et seq., 
regulates a broad range of activities at slaughterhouses to ensure the 
safety of meat and the humane handling of animals. The Department 
of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), which ad­
ministers the FMIA, has issued extensive regulations to govern the in­
spection of animals and meat, as well as other aspects of slaughter­
houses’ operations and facilities. See 9 CFR § 300.1 et seq. The FSIS 
inspection procedure begins with an “ante-mortem” inspection of each 
animal brought to a slaughterhouse. If, at that inspection, a nonambu­
latory animal is found to suffer from a particularly severe disease or 
condition, it must be classified as “U. S. Condemned” and killed apart 
from the slaughtering facilities where food is produced. §§ 309.3, 311.1 
et seq. Nonambulatory animals that are not condemned are classified 
as “U. S. Suspect.” § 309.2(b). They are set apart, specially monitored, 
and “slaughtered separately from other livestock.” § 309.2(n). Follow­
ing slaughter, an inspector decides at a “post-mortem” examination 
which parts, if any, of the suspect animal’s carcass may be processed 
into food for humans. See 9 CFR pts. 310, 311. FSIS regulations addi­
tionally prescribe methods for handling animals humanely at all stages 
of the slaughtering process, 9 CFR pt. 313, including specific provisions 
for the humane treatment of nonambulatory animals, 9 CFR § 313.2(d). 

The FMIA’s preemption clause, § 678, precludes States from imposing 
requirements that are “within the scope” of the FMIA, relate to slaugh­
terhouse “premises, facilities and operations,” and are “in addition to, 
or different than those made under” the FMIA. In 2008, California 
amended its penal code to provide that no slaughterhouse shall “buy, 
sell, or receive a nonambulatory animal”; “process, butcher, or sell meat 
or products of nonambulatory animals for human consumption”; or “hold 
a nonambulatory animal without taking immediate action to humanely 
euthanize the animal.” Cal. Penal Code Ann. §§ 599f(a)–(c). Petitioner 
National Meat Association (NMA), a trade association representing meat-
packers and processors, sued to enjoin enforcement of § 599f against 
swine slaughterhouses, arguing that the FMIA preempts application of 
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the state law. The District Court agreed, and granted the NMA a pre­
liminary injunction. The Ninth Circuit reversed, holding that § 599f is 
not preempted because it regulates only “the kind of animal that may be 
slaughtered,” not the inspection or slaughtering process itself. 

Held: The FMIA expressly preempts § 599f ’s application against federally 
inspected swine slaughterhouses. Pp. 459−468. 

(a) The FMIA’s preemption clause sweeps widely, and so blocks the 
applications of § 599f challenged here. The clause prevents a State from 
imposing any additional or different—even if nonconflicting—require­
ments that fall within the FMIA’s scope and concern slaughterhouse 
facilities or operations. Section 599f imposes additional or different 
requirements on swine slaughterhouses: Where under federal law a 
slaughterhouse may take one course of action in handling a nonambula­
tory pig, under state law the slaughterhouse must take another. For 
example, when a pig becomes injured and thus nonambulatory sometime 
after delivery to a slaughterhouse, § 599f(c) prohibits the slaughterhouse 
from “hold[ing]” the pig without immediately euthanizing it; and 
§ 599f(b) prohibits the slaughterhouse from “process[ing]” or “butcher­
[ing]” the animal to make food. By contrast, the FMIA and its regula­
tions allow a slaughterhouse to hold (without euthanizing) any nonambu­
latory animal that has not been condemned, and to process and butcher 
such an animal’s meat, subject to an FSIS official’s approval at post­
mortem inspection. Similarly, when a pig is nonambulatory at the time 
of delivery, § 599f(a) prohibits a slaughterhouse from “receiv[ing]” or 
“buy[ing]” the pig. But the FMIA and its regulations expressly allow 
slaughterhouses to purchase nonambulatory pigs. See 21 U. S. C. § 644; 
9 CFR § 325.20(c). And the FSIS inspection regime clearly contemplates 
that slaughterhouses will receive nonambulatory animals. So § 599f 
substitutes a new regulatory regime for the one the FMIA prescribes. 

Respondent Humane Society argues that § 599f(a)’s ban on purchasing 
nonambulatory animals escapes preemption because it would not be pre­
empted if applied to purchases occurring off slaughterhouse premises. 
But the record does not disclose whether § 599f(a) ever applies beyond 
the slaughterhouse gate, much less how an application of that kind 
would affect a slaughterhouse’s operations. Moreover, even if the State 
could regulate offsite purchases, it does not follow that onsite purchases 
would escape preemption, because the FMIA’s preemption clause ex­
pressly focuses on slaughterhouse “premises, facilities and operations.” 
And while the Humane Society is correct that the FMIA does not nor­
mally regulate slaughterhouse sales activities, § 599f ’s sales ban serves 
to regulate how slaughterhouses must handle nonambulatory pigs on 
their premises. Its effect is to make sure that slaughterhouses remove 
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nonambulatory pigs from the production process. It is therefore pre­
empted by the FMIA. Pp. 459–464. 

(b) Also rejected is the broad argument that § 599f ’s challenged provi­
sions fall outside the FMIA’s scope because they exclude a class of ani­
mals from the slaughtering process, while the FMIA extends only to 
“animals that are going to be turned into meat.” In fact, the FMIA 
regulates animals on slaughterhouse premises that will never be turned 
into meat. For example, the Act’s implementing regulations exclude 
many classes of animals from the slaughtering process, e. g., swine with 
hog cholera, 9 CFR § 309.5(a). The argument that § 599f ’s exclusion 
avoids the FMIA’s scope because it is designed to ensure the humane 
treatment of pigs, rather than meat safety, misunderstands the FMIA’s 
scope. The FMIA addresses not just food safety, but humane treat­
ment, as well. See, e. g., 21 U. S. C. §§ 603, 610(b). Pp. 464−468. 

599 F. 3d 1093, reversed and remanded. 

Kagan, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Steven J. Wells argued the cause for petitioner. With him 
on the briefs were Heather M. McCann, Timothy J. Droske, 
and Philip C. Olsson. 

Benjamin J. Horwich argued the cause for the United 
States as amicus curiae urging reversal. With him on the 
brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Deputy Solicitor Gen­
eral Kneedler, Deputy Assistant Attorney General Hertz, 
Mark B. Stern, and Thomas M. Walsh. 

Susan K. Smith, Deputy Attorney General of California, 
argued the cause for respondents. With her on the brief 
for the state respondents were Kamala D. Harris, Attorney 
General, pro se, Manuel M. Medeiros, State Solicitor Gen­
eral, David S. Chaney, Chief Assistant Attorney General, 
and Douglas J. Woods, Senior Assistant Attorney General. 
J. Scott Ballenger, Jonathan R. Lovvorn, Bruce A. Wagman, 
and Leslie Brueckner filed a brief for respondent Humane 
Society of the United States et al.* 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the American 
Association of Swine Veterinarians et al. by Lance W. Lange; and for the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America by Kenneth S. 
Geller, Brian J. Wong, Robin S. Conrad, and Kate Comerford Todd. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the State of 
Illinois et al. by Lisa Madigan, Attorney General of Illinois, Michael 
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Justice Kagan delivered the opinion of the Court.
 

The Federal Meat Inspection Act (FMIA or Act), 21
 
U. S. C. § 601 et seq., regulates the inspection, handling, and 
slaughter of livestock for human consumption. We consider 
here whether the FMIA expressly preempts a California law 
dictating what slaughterhouses must do with pigs that can­
not walk, known in the trade as nonambulatory pigs. We 
hold that the FMIA forecloses the challenged applications of 
the state statute. 

I 

A 

The FMIA regulates a broad range of activities at slaugh­
terhouses to ensure both the safety of meat and the humane 
handling of animals.1 First enacted in 1906, after Upton 
Sinclair’s muckraking novel The Jungle sparked an uproar 
over conditions in the meatpacking industry, the Act estab­
lishes “an elaborate system of inspecti[ng]” live animals and 

A. Scodro, Solicitor General, and Jane Elinor Notz, Deputy Solicitor Gen­
eral, and by the Attorneys General for their respective jurisdictions as 
follows: John J. Burns of Alaska, Thomas C. Horne of Arizona, Irvin B. 
Nathan of the District of Columbia, David M. Louie of Hawaii, Gregory 
F. Zoeller of Indiana, Bill Schuette of Michigan, Catherine Cortez Masto of 
Nevada, Eric T. Schneiderman of New York, E. Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, 
William H. Sorrell of Vermont, Robert M. McKenna of Washington, Dar­
rell V. McGraw, Jr., of West Virginia, and Gregory A. Phillips of Wyo­
ming; for the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
by Stacy Wolf; for Professors of Preemption Law by Douglas T. Kendall, 
Elizabeth B. Wydra, and James H. Carter; for Public Citizen et al. by 
Allison M. Zieve, Scott L. Nelson, Michael Schuster, and Barbara Jones; 
and for Tim Blackwell et al. by Sheldon Eisenberg. 

1 The FMIA applies to all slaughterhouses producing meat for interstate 
and foreign commerce. See 21 U. S. C. §§ 601(h), 603(a). The FMIA also 
regulates slaughterhouses serving an exclusively intrastate market in any 
State that does not administer an inspection system with “requirements 
at least equal to those” of the Act. § 661(c)(1). Because California has 
chosen not to adopt such an inspection program, the FMIA governs all 
slaughterhouses in the State (except for any limited to “custom slaughter­
ing for personal, household, guest, and employee uses,” § 623(a)). 
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carcasses in order “to prevent the shipment of impure, un­
wholesome, and unfit meat and meat-food products.” Pitts­
burgh Melting Co. v. Totten, 248 U. S. 1, 4–5 (1918). And 
since amended in 1978, see 92 Stat. 1069, the FMIA requires 
all slaughterhouses to comply with the standards for humane 
handling and slaughter of animals set out in the Humane 
Methods of Slaughter Act of 1958 (HMSA), 72 Stat. 862, 7 
U. S. C. § 1901 et seq., which originally applied only to slaugh­
terhouses selling meat to the Federal Government. 

The Department of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspec­
tion Service (FSIS) has responsibility for administering the 
FMIA to promote its dual goals of safe meat and humane 
slaughter. Over the years, the FSIS has issued extensive 
regulations to govern the inspection of animals and meat, as 
well as other aspects of slaughterhouses’ operations and 
facilities. See 9 CFR § 300.1 et seq. (2011). The FSIS em­
ploys about 9,000 inspectors, veterinarians, and investigators 
to implement its inspection regime and enforce its humane-
handling requirements. See Hearings on 2012 Appropria­
tions before the Subcommittee on Agriculture of the House 
Committee on Appropriations, 112th Cong., 1st Sess., pt. 1B, 
p. 921 (2011). In fiscal year 2010, those personnel examined 
about 147 million head of livestock and carried out more than 
126,000 “humane handling verification procedures.” Id., at 
942–943. 

The FSIS’s inspection procedure begins with an “ante­
mortem” examination of each animal brought to a slaugh­
terhouse. See 9 CFR § 309.1. If the inspector finds no 
evidence of disease or injury, he approves the animal for 
slaughter. If, at the other end of the spectrum, the inspec­
tor sees that an animal is dead or dying, comatose, suffering 
from a high fever, or afflicted with a serious disease or condi­
tion, he designates the animal as “U. S. Condemned.” See 
§ 309.3; § 311.1 et seq. (listing diseases requiring condemna­
tion). A condemned animal (if not already dead) must be 
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killed apart from the slaughtering facilities where food is 
produced, and no part of its carcass may be sold for human 
consumption. See § 309.13(a); 21 U. S. C. § 610(c). 

The inspector also has an intermediate option: If he deter­
mines that an animal has a less severe condition—or merely 
suspects the animal of having a disease meriting condem­
nation—he classifies the animal as “U. S. Suspect.” See 9 
CFR § 309.2. That category includes all nonambulatory ani­
mals not found to require condemnation.2 See § 309.2(b). 
Suspect livestock must be “set apart,” specially monitored, 
and (if not reclassified because of a change in condition) 
“slaughtered separately from other livestock.” § 309.2(n). 
Following slaughter, an inspector decides at a “post-mortem” 
examination which parts, if any, of the suspect animal’s car­
cass may be processed into food for humans. See 9 CFR 
pts. 310, 311. 

The regulations implementing the FMIA additionally pre­
scribe methods for handling animals humanely at all stages 
of the slaughtering process. Those rules apply from the mo­
ment a truck carrying livestock “enters, or is in line to 
enter,” a slaughterhouse’s premises. Humane Handling and 
Slaughter of Livestock, FSIS Directive 6900.2, ch. II(I) (rev. 
Aug. 15, 2011). And they include specific provisions for the 
humane treatment of animals that cannot walk. See 9 CFR 
§ 313.2(d). Under the regulations, slaughterhouse employ­
ees may not drag conscious, nonambulatory animals, see 
§ 313.2(d)(2), and may move them only with “equipment suit­
able for such purposes,” § 313.2(d)(3). Similarly, employees 
must place nonambulatory animals, as well as other sick 
and disabled livestock, in covered pens sufficient to protect 

2 The FSIS’s regulations define “non-ambulatory disabled livestock” as 
“livestock that cannot rise from a recumbent position or that cannot walk, 
including, but not limited to, those with broken appendages, severed ten­
dons or ligaments, nerve paralysis, fractured vertebral column, or meta­
bolic conditions.” § 309.2(b). 
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the animals from “adverse climatic conditions.” See 
§ 313.2(d)(1); § 313.1(c). 

The FMIA contains an express preemption provision, at 
issue here, addressing state laws on these and similar mat­
ters. That provision’s first sentence reads: 

“Requirements within the scope of this [Act] with re­
spect to premises, facilities and operations of any estab­
lishment at which inspection is provided under . . . this 
[Act], which are in addition to, or different than those 
made under this [Act] may not be imposed by any State.” 
21 U. S. C. § 678.3 

B 

In 2008, the Humane Society of the United States released 
an undercover video showing workers at a slaughterhouse 
in California dragging, kicking, and electroshocking sick and 
disabled cows in an effort to move them. The video led the 
Federal Government to institute the largest beef recall in 
U. S. history in order to prevent consumption of meat from 
diseased animals. Of greater relevance here, the video also 
prompted the California legislature to strengthen a pre­
existing statute governing the treatment of nonambulatory 
animals and to apply that statute to slaughterhouses regu­
lated under the FMIA. See National Meat Assn. v. Brown, 
599 F. 3d 1093, 1096 (CA9 2010). 

As amended, the California law—§ 599f of the state penal 
code—provides in relevant part: 

“(a) No slaughterhouse, stockyard, auction, market 
agency, or dealer shall buy, sell, or receive a nonambula­
tory animal. 

3 The preemption provision also includes a saving clause, which states 
that the Act “shall not preclude any State . . . from making requirement[s] 
or taking other action, consistent with this [Act], with respect to any other 
matters regulated under this [Act].” 21 U. S. C. § 678; see n. 10, infra. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 452 (2012) 459 

Opinion of the Court 

“(b) No slaughterhouse shall process, butcher, or sell 
meat or products of nonambulatory animals for human 
consumption. 

“(c) No slaughterhouse shall hold a nonambulatory 
animal without taking immediate action to humanely 
euthanize the animal.” Cal. Penal Code Ann. § 599f 
(West 2010). 

The maximum penalty for violating any of these prohibitions 
is one year in jail and a $20,000 fine. See § 599f(h). 

Petitioner National Meat Association (NMA) is a trade as­
sociation representing meatpackers and processors, including 
operators of swine slaughterhouses. It sued to enjoin the 
enforcement of § 599f against those slaughterhouses, princi­
pally on the ground that the FMIA preempts application of 
the state law.4 The District Court granted the NMA’s mo­
tion for a preliminary injunction, reasoning that § 599f is ex­
pressly preempted because it requires swine “to be handled 
in a manner other than that prescribed by the FMIA” and 
its regulations. App. to Pet. for Cert. 36a. But the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit vacated the 
injunction. According to that court, the FMIA does not ex­
pressly preempt § 599f because the state law regulates only 
“the kind of animal that may be slaughtered,” and not the 
inspection or slaughtering process itself. 599 F. 3d, at 1098. 

We granted certiorari, 564 U. S. 1036 (2011), and now 
reverse. 

II 

The FMIA’s preemption clause sweeps widely—and in so 
doing, blocks the applications of § 599f challenged here. The 
clause prevents a State from imposing any additional or 
different—even if non-conflicting—requirements that fall 

4 The Humane Society intervened to defend § 599f in the District Court. 
See Motion To Intervene in No. 08–1963 (ED Cal.), Record, Doc. 46. The 
organization continues as a respondent in this Court. 
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within the scope of the Act and concern a slaughterhouse’s 
facilities or operations. And at every turn § 599f imposes 
additional or different requirements on swine slaughter­
houses: It compels them to deal with nonambulatory pigs on 
their premises in ways that the federal Act and regulations 
do not. In essence, California’s statute substitutes a new 
regulatory scheme for the one the FSIS uses. Where under 
federal law a slaughterhouse may take one course of action 
in handling a nonambulatory pig, under state law the slaugh­
terhouse must take another. 

Consider first what the two statutes tell a slaughterhouse 
to do when (as not infrequently occurs) a pig becomes injured 
and thus nonambulatory sometime after delivery to the 
slaughterhouse.5 Section 599f(c) prohibits the slaughter­
house from “hold[ing]” such an animal “without taking im­
mediate action to humanely euthanize” it. And § 599f(b) 
provides that no part of the animal’s carcass may be “pro­
cess[ed]” or “butcher[ed]” to make food. By contrast, under 
the FMIA and its regulations, a slaughterhouse may hold 
(without euthanizing) any nonambulatory pig that has not 
been condemned. See supra, at 457. And the slaughter­
house may process or butcher such an animal’s meat for 
human consumption, subject to an FSIS official’s approval at a 
post-mortem inspection. See ibid. The State’s proscrip­
tions thus exceed the FMIA’s. To be sure, nothing in the fed­
eral Act requires what the state law forbids (or forbids what 
the state law requires); California is right to note that “[t]he 
FMIA does not mandate that ‘U. S. Suspect’ [nonambulatory] 
animals . . . be placed into the human food production proc­

5 The percentage of pigs becoming nonambulatory after delivery varies 
by slaughterhouse from 0.1 percent to over 1 percent. See McGlone, Fa­
tigued Pigs: The Final Link, Pork Magazine 14 (Mar. 2006). About 100 
million pigs are slaughtered each year in the United States, see Dept. of 
Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, Livestock Slaughter 
13 (Jan. 2011), so those percentages work out to between 100,000 and 
1,000,000 pigs. 
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ess.” Brief for State Respondents 31. But that is irrele­
vant, because the FMIA’s preemption clause covers not 
just conflicting but also different or additional state re­
quirements. It therefore precludes California’s effort in 
§§ 599f(b) and (c) to impose new rules, beyond any the FSIS 
has chosen to adopt, on what a slaughterhouse must do with 
a pig that becomes nonambulatory during the production 
process. 

Similarly, consider how the state and federal laws address 
what a slaughterhouse should do when a pig is nonambula­
tory at the time of delivery, usually because of harsh trans­
portation conditions.6 Section 599f(a) of the California law 
bars a slaughterhouse from “receiv[ing]” or “buy[ing]” such 
a pig, thus obligating the slaughterhouse to refuse delivery 
of the animal.7 But that directive, too, deviates from any 
imposed by federal law. A regulation issued under the 
FMIA specifically authorizes slaughterhouses to buy dis­
abled or diseased animals (including nonambulatory swine), 
by exempting them from a general prohibition on such pur­
chases. See 9 CFR § 325.20(c). And other regulations con­
template that slaughterhouses will in fact take, rather than 
refuse, receipt of nonambulatory swine. Recall that the 
FMIA’s regulations provide for the inspection of all pigs at 
delivery, see supra, at 456—in the case of nonambulatory pigs, 
often right on the truck, see Humane Handling and Slaugh­
ter of Livestock, FSIS Directive 6900.2, ch. II(I). They fur­
ther instruct slaughterhouses to kill and dispose of any 

6 According to one estimate, almost one-half of 1 percent of the pigs 
slaughtered annually in the United States become nonambulatory during 
the trip from farm to slaughterhouse. See National Pork Board, Trans­
port Quality Assurance Handbook 25 (Version 4, 2008) (updated 2010). 
About half that many die during transport. See ibid. 

7 Section 599f(a) also bans “sell[ing]” nonambulatory animals. But be­
cause slaughterhouses (unlike other entities referenced in the provision) 
do not typically sell live animals, that prohibition is not at issue in this 
case. The statute’s distinct ban on selling meat from nonambulatory ani­
mals that have been slaughtered is discussed infra, at 463–464. 
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nonambulatory pigs labeled “condemned,” and to slaughter 
separately those marked “suspect.” See supra, at 456–457. 
In short, federal law establishes rules for handling and 
slaughtering nonambulatory pigs brought to a slaughter­
house, rather than ordering them returned to sender. So 
§ 599f(a) and the FMIA require different things of a slaugh­
terhouse confronted with a delivery truck containing nonam­
bulatory swine. The former says “do not receive or buy 
them”; the latter does not. 

The Humane Society counters that at least § 599f(a)’s ban 
on buying nonambulatory animals escapes preemption be­
cause that provision applies no matter when or where a pur­
chase takes place. The argument proceeds in three steps: 
(1) Section 599f(a)’s ban covers purchases of nonambulatory 
pigs made prior to delivery, away from the slaughterhouse 
itself (say, at a farm or auction); (2) the State may regulate 
such offsite purchases because they do not involve a slaugh­
terhouse’s “premises, facilities and operations,” which is a 
condition of preemption under the FMIA; and (3) no different 
result should obtain just because a slaughterhouse struc­
tures its swine purchases to occur at delivery, on its own 
property. See Brief for Non-State Respondents 43–45. 

But this argument fails on two grounds. First, its prelim­
inary steps have no foundation in the record. Until a stray 
comment at oral argument, see Tr. of Oral Arg. 50, neither 
the State nor the Humane Society had disputed the NMA’s 
assertion that slaughterhouses buy pigs at delivery (or still 
later, upon successful ante-mortem inspection). See Brief 
for Petitioner 46, n. 18; Brief for Non-State Respondents 44; 
Brief for State Respondents 16, n. 5. Nor had the parties 
presented evidence that a significant number of pigs become 
nonambulatory before shipment, when any offsite purchases 
would occur. The record therefore does not disclose 
whether § 599f(a)’s ban on purchase ever applies beyond the 
slaughterhouse gate, much less how an application of that 
kind would affect a slaughterhouse’s operations. And be­
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cause that is so, we have no basis for deciding whether the 
FMIA would preempt it. Second, even assuming that a 
State could regulate offsite purchases, the concluding step 
of the Humane Society’s argument would not follow. The 
FMIA’s preemption clause expressly focuses on “premises, 
facilities and operations”—at bottom, the slaughtering and 
processing of animals at a given location. So the distinction 
between a slaughterhouse’s site-based activities and its more 
far-flung commercial dealings is not, as the Humane Society 
contends, an anomaly that courts should strain to avoid. It 
is instead a fundamental feature of the FMIA’s preemption 
clause. 

For that reason, the Humane Society’s stronger argument 
concerns California’s effort to regulate the last stage of a 
slaughterhouse’s business—the ban in § 599f(b) on “sell[ing] 
meat or products of nonambulatory animals for human 
consumption.” The Government acknowledges that the 
FMIA’s preemption clause does not usually foreclose “state 
regulation of the commercial sales activities of slaughter­
houses.” Brief for United States as Amicus Curiae 17. 
And the Humane Society asserts, in line with that general 
rule, that § 599f(b)’s ban on sales does not regulate a slaugh­
terhouse’s “operations” because it kicks in only after they 
have ended: Once meat from a slaughtered pig has passed 
a post-mortem inspection, the Act “is not concerned with 
whether or how it is ever actually sold.” Brief for Non-
State Respondents 45. At most, the Humane Society claims, 
§ 599f(b)’s ban on sales offers an “incentiv[e]” to a slaughter­
house to take nonambulatory pigs out of the meat production 
process. Id., at 46. And California may so “motivate[ ]” 
an operational choice without running afoul of the FMIA’s 
preemption provision. Ibid. (quoting Bates v. Dow Agro­
sciences LLC, 544 U. S. 431, 443 (2005)). 

But this argument mistakes how the prohibition on sales 
operates within § 599f as a whole. The sales ban is a crimi­
nal proscription calculated to help implement and enforce 
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each of the section’s other regulations—its prohibition of re­
ceipt and purchase, its bar on butchering and processing, and 
its mandate of immediate euthanasia. The idea—and the in­
evitable effect—of the provision is to make sure that slaugh­
terhouses remove nonambulatory pigs from the production 
process (or keep them out of the process from the beginning) 
by criminalizing the sale of their meat. That, we think, is 
something more than an “incentiv[e]” or “motivat[or]”; the 
sales ban instead functions as a command to slaughterhouses 
to structure their operations in the exact way the remainder 
of § 599f mandates. And indeed, if the sales ban were to 
avoid the FMIA’s preemption clause, then any State could 
impose any regulation on slaughterhouses just by framing it 
as a ban on the sale of meat produced in whatever way the 
State disapproved. That would make a mockery of the 
FMIA’s preemption provision. Cf. Engine Mfrs. Assn. v. 
South Coast Air Quality Management Dist., 541 U. S. 246, 
255 (2004) (stating that it “would make no sense” to allow 
state regulations to escape preemption because they ad­
dressed the purchase, rather than manufacture, of a federally 
regulated product). Like the rest of § 599f, the sales ban 
regulates how slaughterhouses must deal with nonambula­
tory pigs on their premises. The FMIA therefore preempts 
it for all the same reasons. 

III 

California’s and the Humane Society’s broadest argument 
against preemption maintains that all of § 599f ’s challenged 
provisions fall outside the “scope” of the FMIA because they 
exclude a class of animals from the slaughtering process. 
See 21 U. S. C. § 678 (preempting certain requirements 
“within the scope of this [Act]”). According to this view, 
the Act (and the FSIS’s authority under it) extends only to 
“animals that are going to be turned into meat,” Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 28—or to use another phrase, animals that will “be 
slaughtered . . . for purposes of human food production,” 
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Brief for State Respondents 19 (emphasis deleted). Section 
599f avoids the scope of the Act, respondents claim, by alto­
gether removing nonambulatory pigs from the slaughtering 
process.8 The Ninth Circuit accepted this argument, analo­
gizing § 599f to state laws upheld in two other Circuits ban­
ning the slaughter of horses for human consumption. 599 
F. 3d, at 1098 (discussing Cavel Int’l, Inc. v. Madigan, 500 
F. 3d 551 (CA7 2007), and Empacadora de Carnes de Fres­
nillo, S. A. de C. V. v. Curry, 476 F. 3d 326 (CA5 2007)). 
According to the Court of Appeals, “states are free to decide 
which animals may be turned into meat.” 599 F. 3d, at 
1098, 1099. 

We think not. The FMIA’s scope includes not only “ani­
mals that are going to be turned into meat,” but animals 
on a slaughterhouse’s premises that will never suffer that 
fate. The Act’s implementing regulations themselves ex­
clude many classes of animals from the slaughtering process. 
Swine with hog cholera, for example, are disqualified, see 
9 CFR § 309.5(a); so too are swine and other livestock “af­
fected with anthrax,” § 309.7(a). Indeed, the federal regula­
tions prohibit the slaughter of any nonambulatory cattle for 
human consumption. See § 309.3(e). As these examples 
demonstrate, one vital function of the Act and its regulations 
is to ensure that some kinds of livestock delivered to a 
slaughterhouse’s gates will not be turned into meat. Under 
federal law, nonambulatory pigs are not among those ex­

8 California’s brief sometimes casts its argument in terms of the “opera­
tions” language of the FMIA’s preemption clause (although the State ap­
peared to abandon this phrasing at oral argument). In this version of the 
claim, California contends that the “operations” of a slaughterhouse are 
only those “of federal concern,” and that excluding a class of animals from 
the slaughtering process does not impinge on such operations. Brief for 
State Respondents 20, n. 9; see also id., at 20–21. We see no real differ­
ence between saying that a categorical exclusion of animals does not impli­
cate “ ‘operations’ of federal concern” and saying that it does not fall 
within the scope of the Act. Accordingly, our answer to both forms of the 
argument is the same. 
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cluded animals. But that is to say only that § 599f ’s require­
ments differ from those of the FMIA—not that § 599f ’s 
requirements fall outside the FMIA’s scope. 

Nor are respondents right to suggest that § 599f ’s exclu­
sion avoids the FMIA’s scope because it is designed to ensure 
the humane treatment of pigs, rather than the safety of meat. 
See, e. g., Brief for State Respondents 29; Brief for Non-State 
Respondents 39–40. That view misunderstands the author-
ity—and indeed responsibility—that the FMIA gives to fed­
eral officials. Since 1978, when Congress incorporated the 
HMSA’s standards, the FMIA has required slaughterhouses 
to follow prescribed methods of humane handling, so as 
to minimize animals’ pain and suffering. See 21 U. S. C. 
§§ 603(b), 610(b); supra, at 456–458. A violation of those 
standards is a crime, see § 676, and the Secretary of Agricul­
ture can suspend inspections at—and thus effectively shut 
down—a slaughterhouse that disobeys them, see §§ 603(b), 
610(c). To implement the Act’s humane-handling provisions, 
the FSIS has issued detailed regulations, see 9 CFR pt. 313, 
including some specifically addressing animals that cannot 
walk, see §§ 313.2(d), 313.1(c). Those rules, as earlier noted, 
apply throughout the time an animal is on a slaughterhouse’s 
premises, from the moment a delivery truck pulls up to the 
gate. See supra, at 456–458. So the FMIA addresses not 
just food safety, but humane treatment as well. Even Cali­
fornia conceded at oral argument that the FSIS could issue 
regulations under the FMIA, similar to § 599f, mandating the 
euthanasia of nonambulatory swine.9 See Tr. of Oral Arg. 
46–47. If that is so—and it is, because of the FSIS’s author­
ity over humane-handling methods—then § 599f ’s require­
ments must fall within the FMIA’s scope. 

9 Indeed, the FSIS recently solicited comment on a rulemaking petition 
that would require all nonambulatory disabled livestock, including swine, 
to be humanely euthanized. See 76 Fed. Reg. 6572 (2011). The FSIS has 
taken no further action on that petition. 
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The Circuit decisions upholding state bans on slaughtering 
horses, on which the Ninth Circuit relied, do not demand any 
different conclusion. We express no view on those deci­
sions, except to say that the laws sustained there differ from 
§ 599f in a significant respect. A ban on butchering horses 
for human consumption works at a remove from the sites and 
activities that the FMIA most directly governs. When such 
a ban is in effect, no horses will be delivered to, inspected 
at, or handled by a slaughterhouse, because no horses will be 
ordered for purchase in the first instance. But § 599f does 
not and cannot work in that way. As earlier noted, many 
nonambulatory pigs become disabled either in transit to or 
after arrival at a slaughterhouse. See supra, at 460–463, 
and nn. 5–6. So even with § 599f in effect, a swine slaughter­
house will encounter nonambulatory pigs. In that circum­
stance, § 599f tells the slaughterhouse what to do with those 
animals. Unlike a horse slaughtering ban, the statute thus 
reaches into the slaughterhouse’s facilities and affects its daily 
activities. And in so doing, the California law runs smack 
into the FMIA’s regulations. So whatever might be said of 
other bans on slaughter, § 599f imposes requirements within— 
and indeed at the very heart of—the FMIA’s scope.10 

10 We finally reject California’s argument, see Brief for State Respond­
ents 20, that our reading of the FMIA’s preemption provision renders its 
saving clause insignificant. That clause provides that States may regu­
late slaughterhouses as to “other matters,” not addressed in the express 
preemption clause, as long as those laws are “consistent with” the FMIA. 
21 U. S. C. § 678. So, for example, the Government acknowledges that 
state laws of general application (workplace safety regulations, building 
codes, etc.) will usually apply to slaughterhouses. See Tr. of Oral 
Arg. 22. Moreover, because the FMIA’s express preemption provision 
prevents States from imposing only “addition[al]” or “different” require­
ments, § 678, States may exact civil or criminal penalties for animal cru­
elty or other conduct that also violates the FMIA. See § 678; cf. Bates v. 
Dow Agrosciences LLC, 544 U. S. 431, 447 (2005) (holding that a preemp­
tion clause barring state laws “ ‘in addition to or different’ ” from a federal 
Act does not interfere with an “equivalent” state provision (emphasis de­
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IV 

The FMIA regulates slaughterhouses’ handling and treat­
ment of nonambulatory pigs from the moment of their de­
livery through the end of the meat production process. 
California’s § 599f endeavors to regulate the same thing, at 
the same time, in the same place—except by imposing differ­
ent requirements. The FMIA expressly preempts such a 
state law. Accordingly, we reverse the judgment of the 
Ninth Circuit and remand this case for further proceedings 
consistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

leted)). Although the FMIA preempts much state law involving slaugh­
terhouses, it thus leaves some room for the States to regulate. 
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RYBURN et al. v. HUFF et al. 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the united 
states court of appeals for the ninth circuit 

No. 11–208. Decided January 23, 2012 

While investigating a letter threatening a school shooting, Police Sergeant 
Ryburn and Officer Zepeda, petitioners, sought to question Vincent 
Huff, the student rumored to have written the letter, who shared certain 
characteristics with school-shooting perpetrators. After getting no re­
sponse to their knock at the Huff residence door or calls to the home 
phone, Sergeant Ryburn reached Mrs. Huff by cell phone and learned 
that she and Vincent were inside the house. She hung up when he 
informed her that they were waiting outside to speak with her, but she 
and Vincent emerged from the house shortly thereafter and stood on 
the front porch. Mrs. Huff refused Sergeant Ryburn’s request to con­
tinue the conversation indoors, and when asked if any guns were in the 
house, she immediately turned and ran inside. Fearing that there 
might be guns inside, the officers followed her. Finding no imminent 
danger, they remained for 5 or 10 minutes, questioning Mr. Huff and 
Vincent. They concluded that the rumor about Vincent was false. 

The Huffs, respondents, filed a 42 U. S. C. § 1983 action, alleging that 
the officers’ warrantless entry violated the Fourth Amendment. The 
District Court held that the officers were entitled to qualified immunity 
because Mrs. Huff ’s odd behavior, combined with information the offi­
cers gathered at school, could have led reasonable officers to believe that 
guns might be inside the house and that they, or others, were in danger. 
The Ninth Circuit reversed. 

Held: Petitioners are entitled to qualified immunity. A reasonable officer 
could have read this Court’s cases to mean that the Fourth Amendment 
permits an officer to enter a residence if the officer has a reasonable 
basis for concluding that there is an imminent threat of violence. See, 
e. g., Brigham City v. Stuart, 547 U. S. 398, 400; Georgia v. Randolph, 
547 U. S. 103, 118. Here, the District Court found that the officers had 
a reasonable basis for such a conclusion, especially given the “rapidly 
evolving” situation. The Ninth Circuit’s contrary determination had 
numerous flaws. First, it rested on a factual account that differed 
markedly from the District Court’s findings. Second, it appears to be 
based on the view that lawful conduct cannot be regarded as a matter 
of concern even though Mrs. Huff ’s response to the question about guns 
in the house could be seen as portending imminent violence. Third, its 
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conclusion that each isolated event did not give cause for concern ig­
nored the commonsense notion that a combination of mundane events 
may paint an alarming picture. Fourth, it ignored the admonition that 
judges should exercise caution when second-guessing an officer’s on-the­
scene assessment of the danger presented by a particular situation. 
See, e. g., Graham v. Connor, 490 U. S. 386, 396–397. 

Certiorari granted; 632 F. 3d 539, reversed. 

Per Curiam. 

Petitioners Darin Ryburn and Edmundo Zepeda, along 
with two other officers from the Burbank Police Department, 
responded to a call from Bellarmine-Jefferson High School 
in Burbank, California. When the officers arrived at the 
school, the principal informed them that a student, Vincent 
Huff, was rumored to have written a letter threatening to 
“shoot up” the school. App. to Pet. for Cert. 2. The princi­
pal reported that many parents, after hearing the rumor, had 
decided to keep their children at home. Ibid. The princi­
pal expressed concern for the safety of her students and re­
quested that the officers investigate the threat. Id., at 42, 
54–55. 

In the course of conducting interviews with the principal 
and two of Vincent’s classmates, the officers learned that 
Vincent had been absent from school for two days and that 
he was frequently subjected to bullying. Id., at 2. The of­
ficers additionally learned that one of Vincent’s classmates 
believed that Vincent was capable of carrying out the alleged 
threat. Id., at 44. The officers found Vincent’s absences 
from school and his history of being subjected to bullying 
as cause for concern. The officers had received training on 
targeted school violence and were aware that these charac­
teristics are common among perpetrators of school shootings. 
Id., at 56–58, 63. 

The officers decided to continue the investigation by inter­
viewing Vincent. When the officers arrived at Vincent’s 
house, Officer Zepeda knocked on the door and announced 
several times that the officers were with the Burbank Police 
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Department. No one answered the door or otherwise re­
sponded to Officer Zepeda’s knocks. Sergeant Ryburn then 
called the home telephone. The officers could hear the 
phone ringing inside the house, but no one answered. Id., 
at 2. 

Sergeant Ryburn next tried calling the cell phone of Vin­
cent’s mother, Mrs. Huff. When Mrs. Huff answered the 
phone, Sergeant Ryburn identified himself and inquired 
about her location. Mrs. Huff informed Sergeant Ryburn 
that she was inside the house. Sergeant Ryburn then in­
quired about Vincent’s location, and Mrs. Huff informed him 
that Vincent was inside with her. Sergeant Ryburn told 
Mrs. Huff that he and the other officers were outside and 
requested to speak with her, but Mrs. Huff hung up the 
phone. Id., at 2–3. 

One or two minutes later, Mrs. Huff and Vincent walked 
out of the house and stood on the front steps. Officer Ze­
peda advised Vincent that he and the other officers were 
there to discuss the threats. Vincent, apparently aware of 
the rumor that was circulating at his school, responded, “I 
can’t believe you’re here for that.” Id., at 3. Sergeant Ry-
burn asked Mrs. Huff if they could continue the discussion 
inside the house, but she refused. Ibid. In Sergeant Ry­
burn’s experience as a juvenile bureau sergeant, it was “ex­
tremely unusual” for a parent to decline an officer’s request 
to interview a juvenile inside. Id., at 3, 73–74. Sergeant 
Ryburn also found it odd that Mrs. Huff never asked the 
officers the reason for their visit. Id., at 73–74. 

After Mrs. Huff declined Sergeant Ryburn’s request to 
continue the discussion inside, Sergeant Ryburn asked her if 
there were any guns in the house. Mrs. Huff responded by 
“immediately turn[ing] around and r[unning] into the house.” 
Id., at 3. Sergeant Ryburn, who was “scared because [he] 
didn’t know what was in that house” and had “seen too many 
officers killed,” entered the house behind her. Id., at 75. 
Vincent entered the house behind Sergeant Ryburn, and Of­
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ficer Zepeda entered after Vincent. Officer Zepeda was 
concerned about “officer safety” and did not want Sergeant 
Ryburn to enter the house alone. Id., at 3. The two re­
maining officers, who had been standing out of earshot while 
Sergeant Ryburn and Officer Zepeda talked to Vincent and 
Mrs. Huff, entered the house last, on the assumption that 
Mrs. Huff had given Sergeant Ryburn and Officer Zepeda 
permission to enter. Id., at 3–4. 

Upon entering the house, the officers remained in the liv­
ing room with Mrs. Huff and Vincent. Eventually, Vincent’s 
father entered the room and challenged the officers’ author­
ity to be there. The officers remained inside the house for 
a total of 5 to 10 minutes. During that time, the officers 
talked to Mr. Huff and Vincent. They did not conduct any 
search of Mr. Huff, Mrs. Huff, or Vincent, or any of their 
property. The officers ultimately concluded that the rumor 
about Vincent was false, and they reported their conclusion 
to the school. Id., at 4. 

The Huffs brought this action against the officers under 
Rev. Stat. § 1979, 42 U. S. C. § 1983. The complaint alleges 
that the officers violated the Huffs’ Fourth Amendment 
rights by entering their home without a warrant. Following 
a 2-day bench trial, the District Court entered judgment in 
favor of the officers. The District Court resolved conflicting 
testimony regarding Mrs. Huff ’s response to Sergeant Ry­
burn’s inquiry about guns by finding that Mrs. Huff “immedi­
ately turned around and ran into the house.” App. to Pet. 
for Cert. 3. The District Court concluded that the officers 
were entitled to qualified immunity because Mrs. Huff ’s odd 
behavior, combined with the information the officers gath­
ered at the school, could have led reasonable officers to be­
lieve “that there could be weapons inside the house, and that 
family members or the officers themselves were in danger.” 
Id., at 6. The District Court noted that “[w]ithin a very 
short period of time, the officers were confronted with facts 
and circumstances giving rise to grave concern about the 
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nature of the danger they were confronting.” Id., at 6–7. 
With respect to this kind of “rapidly evolving incident,” 
the District Court explained, courts should be especially 
reluctant “to fault the police for not obtaining a warrant.” 
Id., at 7. 

A divided panel of the Ninth Circuit affirmed the District 
Court as to the two officers who entered the house on the 
assumption that Mrs. Huff had consented, but reversed as 
to petitioners. Huff v. Burbank, 632 F. 3d 539 (2011). The 
majority upheld the District Court’s findings of fact, but dis­
agreed with the District Court’s conclusion that petitioners 
were entitled to qualified immunity. The majority acknowl­
edged that police officers are allowed to enter a home with­
out a warrant if they reasonably believe that immediate 
entry is necessary to protect themselves or others from seri­
ous harm, even if the officers lack probable cause to believe 
that a crime has been or is about to be committed. Id., at 
547. But the majority determined that, in this case, “any 
belief that the officers or other family members were in seri­
ous, imminent harm would have been objectively unreason­
able” given that “[Mrs. Huff] merely asserted her right to 
end her conversation with the officers and returned to her 
home.” Ibid. 

Judge Rawlinson dissented. She explained that “the dis­
crete incident that precipitated the entry in this case was 
Mrs. Huff ’s response to the question regarding whether 
there were guns in the house.” Id., at 550. She faulted the 
majority for “recit[ing] a sanitized account of this event” that 
differed markedly from the District Court’s findings of fact, 
which the majority had conceded must be credited. Ibid. 
Judge Rawlinson looked to “cases that specifically address 
the scenario where officer safety concerns prompted the 
entry” and concluded that, under the rationale articulated in 
those cases, “a police officer could have reasonably believed 
that he was justified in making a warrantless entry to ensure 
that no one inside the house had a gun after Mrs. Huff ran 
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into the house without answering the question of whether 
anyone had a weapon.” Id., at 551, 552–553. 

Judge Rawlinson’s analysis of the qualified immunity issue 
was correct. No decision of this Court has found a Fourth 
Amendment violation on facts even roughly comparable to 
those present in this case. On the contrary, some of our 
opinions may be read as pointing in the opposite direction. 

In Brigham City v. Stuart, 547 U. S. 398, 400 (2006), we 
held that officers may enter a residence without a warrant 
when they have “an objectively reasonable basis for believ­
ing that an occupant is . . . imminently threatened with [seri­
ous injury].” We explained that “ ‘[t]he need to protect or 
preserve life or avoid serious injury is justification for what 
would be otherwise illegal absent an exigency or emer­
gency.’ ” Id., at 403 (quoting Mincey v. Arizona, 437 U. S. 
385, 392 (1978)). In addition, in Georgia v. Randolph, 547 
U. S. 103, 118 (2006), the Court stated that “it would be silly 
to suggest that the police would commit a tort by entering 
[a residence] . . . to determine whether violence . . . is about 
to (or soon will) occur.” 

A reasonable police officer could read these decisions to 
mean that the Fourth Amendment permits an officer to enter 
a residence if the officer has a reasonable basis for concluding 
that there is an imminent threat of violence. In this case, 
the District Court concluded that petitioners had such an 
objectively reasonable basis for reaching such a conclusion. 
The District Court wrote: 

“[T]he officers testified that a number of factors led 
them to be concerned for their own safety and for the 
safety of other persons in the residence: the unusual 
behavior of the parents in not answering the door or the 
telephone; the fact that Mrs. Huff did not inquire about 
the reason for their visit or express concern that they 
were investigating her son; the fact that she hung up 
the telephone on the officer; the fact that she refused to 
tell them whether there were guns in the house; and 
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finally, the fact that she ran back into the house while 
being questioned. That behavior, combined with the 
information obtained at the school—that Vincent was a 
student who was a victim of bullying, who had been ab­
sent from school for two days, and who had threatened 
to ‘shoot up’ the school—led the officers to believe that 
there could be weapons inside the house, and that family 
members or the officers themselves were in danger.” 
App. to Pet. for Cert. 6. 

This belief, the District Court held, was “objectively reason­
able,” particularly since the situation was “rapidly evolving” 
and the officers had to make quick decisions. Id., at 6–7. 

The panel majority—far removed from the scene and with 
the opportunity to dissect the elements of the situation— 
confidently concluded that the officers really had no reason 
to fear for their safety or that of anyone else. As the panel 
majority saw things, it was irrelevant that the Huffs did not 
respond when the officers knocked on the door and an­
nounced their presence and when they called the home phone 
because the Huffs had no legal obligation to respond to a 
knock on the door or to answer the phone. The majority 
attributed no significance to the fact that, when the officers 
finally reached Mrs. Huff on her cell phone, she abruptly 
hung up in the middle of their conversation. And, according 
to the majority, the officers should not have been concerned 
by Mrs. Huff ’s reaction when they asked her if there were 
any guns in the house because Mrs. Huff “merely asserted 
her right to end her conversation with the officers and re­
turned to her home.” 632 F. 3d, at 547. 

Confronted with the facts found by the District Court, rea­
sonable officers in the position of petitioners could have come 
to the conclusion that there was an imminent threat to their 
safety and to the safety of others. The Ninth Circuit’s con­
trary conclusion was flawed for numerous reasons. 

First, although the panel majority purported to accept the 
findings of the District Court, it changed those findings in 
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several key respects. As Judge Rawlinson correctly ob­
served, “the discrete incident that precipitated the entry 
in this case was Mrs. Huff ’s response to the question regard­
ing whether there were guns in the house.” Id., at 550. 
The District Court’s finding that Mrs. Huff “immediately 
turned around and ran into the house” implicitly rejected 
Mrs. Huff ’s contrary testimony that she walked into the 
house after telling the officers that she was going to get her 
husband. App. to Pet. for Cert. 3. The panel majority up­
held the District Court’s findings of fact and acknowledged 
that it could not reverse the District Court simply because 
it “may have weighed the testimony of the witnesses and 
other evidence in another manner.” 632 F. 3d, at 543. But 
the panel majority’s determination that petitioners were not 
entitled to qualified immunity rested on an account of the 
facts that differed markedly from the District Court’s find­
ing. According to the panel majority, Mrs. Huff “merely as­
serted her right to end her conversation with the officers and 
returned to her home” after telling the officers “that she 
would go get her husband.” Id., at 547, 542. 

Second, the panel majority appears to have taken the view 
that conduct cannot be regarded as a matter of concern so 
long as it is lawful. Accordingly, the panel majority con­
cluded that Mrs. Huff ’s response to the question whether 
there were any guns in the house (immediately turning 
around and running inside) was not a reason for alarm be­
cause she was under no legal obligation to continue her con­
versation with the police. It should go without saying, 
however, that there are many circumstances in which lawful 
conduct may portend imminent violence. 

Third, the panel majority’s method of analyzing the string 
of events that unfolded at the Huff residence was entirely 
unrealistic. The majority looked at each separate event in 
isolation and concluded that each, in itself, did not give cause 
for concern. But it is a matter of common sense that a com­
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bination of events each of which is mundane when viewed in 
isolation may paint an alarming picture. 

Fourth, the panel majority did not heed the District 
Court’s wise admonition that judges should be cautious about 
second-guessing a police officer’s assessment, made on the 
scene, of the danger presented by a particular situation. 
With the benefit of hindsight and calm deliberation, the panel 
majority concluded that it was unreasonable for petitioners 
to fear that violence was imminent. But we have instructed 
that reasonableness “must be judged from the perspective of 
a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with the 20/20 
vision of hindsight” and that “[t]he calculus of reasonableness 
must embody allowance for the fact that police officers are 
often forced to make split-second judgments—in circum­
stances that are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving.” 
Graham v. Connor, 490 U. S. 386, 396–397 (1989). Judged 
from the proper perspective of a reasonable officer forced to 
make a split-second decision in response to a rapidly unfold­
ing chain of events that culminated with Mrs. Huff turning 
and running into the house after refusing to answer a ques­
tion about guns, petitioners’ belief that entry was necessary 
to avoid injury to themselves or others was eminently 
reasonable. 

In sum, reasonable police officers in petitioners’ position 
could have come to the conclusion that the Fourth Amend­
ment permitted them to enter the Huff residence if there 
was an objectively reasonable basis for fearing that violence 
was imminent. And a reasonable officer could have come to 
such a conclusion based on the facts as found by the Dis­
trict Court. 

The petition for certiorari is granted, the judgment of the 
Ninth Circuit is reversed, and the case is remanded for the 
entry of judgment in favor of petitioners. 

It is so ordered. 
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KAWASHIMA et ux. v. HOLDER, ATTORNEY
 
GENERAL
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–577. Argued November 7, 2011—Decided February 21, 2012 

An Immigration Judge ordered the removal of resident aliens Akio and 
Fusako Kawashima, determining that Mr. Kawashima’s conviction for 
willfully making and subscribing a false tax return, 26 U. S. C. § 7206(1), 
and Mrs. Kawashima’s conviction for aiding and assisting in the prep­
aration of a false tax return, § 7206(2), qualified as crimes involving 
fraud or deceit under 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i) (Clause (i)) and thus 
were aggravated felonies for which they could be deported under 
§ 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). The Board of Immigration Appeals affirmed. 
Holding that convictions under 26 U. S. C. §§ 7206(1) and (2) in which 
the Government’s revenue loss exceeds $10,000 constitute aggravated 
felonies under Clause (i), the Ninth Circuit affirmed, but remanded for 
the Board to determine whether Mrs. Kawashima’s conviction had 
caused a Government loss in excess of $10,000. 

Held: Convictions under 26 U. S. C. §§ 7206(1) and (2) in which the Govern­
ment’s revenue loss exceeds $10,000 qualify as aggravated felonies pur­
suant to Clause (i). Pp. 482−490. 

(a) The Kawashimas’ argument that they cannot be deported for the 
commission of an “aggravated felony” because crimes under §§ 7206(1) 
and (2) do not involve the fraud or deceit required by Clause (i) is re­
jected. This Court looks to the statute defining the crime of conviction, 
rather than the specific facts underlying the crime, see Gonzales v. 
Duenas-Alvarez, 549 U. S. 183, 186, to determine whether the Kawashi­
mas’ offenses involve fraud or deceit within the meaning of Clause (i). 
Section 7206(1) provides that any person who “[w]illfully makes and sub­
scribes any return . . . which contains or is verified by a written declara­
tion that it is made under the penalties of perjury, and which he does 
not believe to be true and correct as to every material matter,” shall be 
guilty of a felony. Although the words “fraud” and “deceit” are absent 
from § 7206(1) and are not themselves formal elements of the crime, it 
does not follow that Mr. Kawashima’s offense falls outside Clause (i). 
Clause (i) is not limited to offenses that include fraud or deceit as formal 
elements. Rather, it refers more broadly to offenses involving fraud or 
deceit—meaning offenses with elements that necessarily entail fraudu­
lent or deceitful conduct. Mr. Kawashima’s conviction under § 7206(1) 
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involved deceitful conduct in that he knowingly and willfully submitted 
a tax return that was false as to a material matter. Mrs. Kawashima 
was convicted of violating § 7206(2), which declares that any person who 
“[w]illfully aids or assists in . . . the preparation or presentation . . . of 
a return . . . which is fraudulent or is false as to any material matter” 
has committed a felony. She committed a felony involving deceit by 
knowingly and willfully assisting her husband’s filing of a materially 
false tax return. Pp. 482−485. 

(b) The Kawashimas’ argument that Clause (i), when considered in 
light of 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)(ii) (Clause (ii)), must be interpreted 
as being inapplicable to tax crimes is also rejected. Clause (i) defines 
“aggravated felony” to mean an offense that “involves fraud or deceit in 
which the loss to the victim or victims exceeds $10,000.” Clause (ii) 
defines “aggravated felony” as an offense that is “described in section 
7201 of title 26 (relating to tax evasion) in which the revenue loss to the 
Government exceeds $10,000.” Contrary to the Kawashimas’ claim, the 
difference in the clauses’ language—“revenue loss to the Government” 
in Clause (ii) compared to “loss to the victim” in Clause (i)—does not 
establish Congress’ intent to remove tax crimes from the scope of 
Clause (i). By its plain language, Clause (i) covers a broad class of 
offenses that involve fraud or deceit, and Congress’ decision to tailor 
Clause (ii)’s language to match the sole type of offense it covers does 
not demonstrate that Congress intended to implicitly circumscribe Clause 
(i)’s broad scope. Furthermore, interpreting Clause (i) to include tax 
crimes does not violate the presumption against superfluities. The spe­
cific inclusion of tax evasion in Clause (ii) does not make it redundant to 
Clause (i) because the inclusion was intended to ensure that tax evasion 
pursuant to 26 U. S. C. § 7201 was a deportable offense. Pp. 485−488. 

(c) The United States Sentencing Guidelines’ separate treatment of 
tax crimes and crimes involving fraud and deceit does not support the 
Kawashimas’ contention that Congress did not intend to include tax 
crimes within Clause (i). No evidence suggests that Congress consid­
ered the Guidelines when drafting 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M). More­
over, the differences between § 1101(a)(43)(M) and the Guidelines 
undercut any inference that Congress was incorporating the distinction 
drawn by the Guidelines into § 1101(a)(43)(M). Pp. 488−489. 

(d) Construing § 1101(a)(43)(M) in the Kawashimas’ favor under the 
rule of lenity is not warranted in light of the statute’s clear applica­
tion. P. 489. 

615 F. 3d 1043, affirmed. 

Thomas, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Scalia, Kennedy, Alito, and Sotomayor, JJ., joined. Ginsburg, 
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J., filed a dissenting opinion, in which Breyer and Kagan, JJ., joined, 
post, p. 490. 

Thomas J. Whalen argued the cause for petitioners. With 
him on the briefs were Mark A. Johnston, Nicholas T. Mo­
raites, Edward O. C. Ord, and Jenny Lin-Alva. 

Curtis E. Gannon argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant 
Attorney General West, Deputy Solicitor General Kneedler, 
Donald E. Keener, and Bryan S. Beier.* 

Justice Thomas delivered the opinion of the Court. 

This case concerns whether aliens who commit certain fed­
eral tax crimes are subject to deportation as aliens who have 
been convicted of an aggravated felony. We hold that viola­
tions of 26 U. S. C. §§ 7206(1) and (2) are crimes “involv[ing] 
fraud or deceit” under 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i) and are 
therefore aggravated felonies as that term is defined in the 
Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U. S. C. § 1101 et seq., 
when the loss to the Government exceeds $10,000. 

I 

Petitioners, Akio and Fusako Kawashima, are natives and 
citizens of Japan who have been lawful permanent residents 
of the United States since June 21, 1984. In 1997, Mr. Ka­
washima pleaded guilty to one count of willfully making and 
subscribing a false tax return in violation of 26 U. S. C. 
§ 7206(1). Mrs. Kawashima pleaded guilty to one count of 
aiding and assisting in the preparation of a false tax return 
in violation of 26 U. S. C. § 7206(2). 

Following their convictions, the Immigration and Natural­
ization Service charged the Kawashimas with being deport­

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the Asian Ameri­
can Justice Center et al. by Ira J. Kurzban; for National Immigration and 
Criminal Defense Organizations by Sri Srinivasan; and for Johnnie M. 
Walters by Richard W. O’Neill and Robert S. Fink. 
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able from the United States as aliens who had been convicted 
of an aggravated felony.1 See 8 U. S. C. § 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii) 
(“Any alien who is convicted of an aggravated felony at 
any time after admission is deportable”).2 In the Immigra­
tion and Nationality Act, Congress listed categories of of­
fenses that qualify as “aggravated felonies” for the purpose 
of deportation. See § 1101(a)(43). Here, the Government 
charged the Kawashimas with being deportable for commit­
ting offenses under subparagraph (M) of § 1101(a)(43). That 
subparagraph classifies as an aggravated felony an offense 
that either: “(i) involves fraud or deceit in which the loss to 
the victim or victims exceeds $10,000; or (ii) is described in 
section 7201 of title 26 (relating to tax evasion) in which the 
revenue loss to the Government exceeds $10,000.” Herein­
after, we refer to § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i) as “Clause (i)” and to 
§ 1101(a)(43)(M)(ii) as “Clause (ii).” 

At their deportation hearing, the Kawashimas argued that 
their convictions under 26 U. S. C. § 7206 did not qualify as 
aggravated felonies under subparagraph (M). The Immigra­
tion Judge disagreed and ordered removal, concluding that 
the Kawashimas’ convictions qualified as aggravated felonies 
under Clause (i). The Kawashimas appealed the removal 
order to the Board of Immigration Appeals (Board), which 
affirmed the Immigration Judge’s decision. After unsuc­
cessfully petitioning the Board to reopen its decision, the 
Kawashimas filed petitions for review of the Board’s decision 
in the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 

1 On March 1, 2003, most of the functions of the Immigration and Nat­
uralization Service were transferred to the Bureau of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, and the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
ceased to exist. 

2 Before 1996, there were two procedures for removing aliens from the 
country: “deportation” of aliens who were already present, and “exclusion” 
of aliens seeking entry or reentry into the country. Since 1996, the Gov­
ernment has used a unified procedure, known as “removal,” for both exclu­
sion and deportation. See 8 U. S. C. §§ 1229, 1229a. We use the terms 
“deportation” and “removal” interchangeably in this opinion. 
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The Ninth Circuit held that “convictions for violating 
§§ 7206(1) and (2) in which the tax loss to the government 
exceeds $10,000 constitute aggravated felonies under sub­
section (M)(i).” 615 F. 3d 1043, 1053 (2010). The court 
concluded that Mr. Kawashima’s conviction under § 7206(1) 
qualified as an aggravated felony within Clause (i)’s defini­
tion “because it involved ‘fraud or deceit’ and because his 
offense resulted in a loss to the government in excess of 
$10,000.” Id., at 1055. The Ninth Circuit also determined 
that Mrs. Kawashima’s conviction under § 7206(2) “necessar­
ily ‘involve[d] fraud or deceit.’ ” Id., at 1055. But because 
Mrs. Kawashima’s plea agreement was not in the administra­
tive record, the Ninth Circuit remanded to the Board to de­
termine whether Mrs. Kawashima’s conviction had caused a 
loss to the Government in excess of $10,000. Id., at 1056– 
1057. 

We granted the Kawashimas’ petition for a writ of certio­
rari to determine whether their convictions for violations of 
26 U. S. C. §§ 7206(1) and (2) respectively qualify as aggra­
vated felonies under Clause (i). 563 U. S. 1007 (2011). We 
now affirm. 

II 

The Kawashimas argue that they cannot be deported for 
commission of an “aggravated felony” because crimes under 
§§ 7206(1) and (2) do not “involv[e] fraud or deceit” as re­
quired by Clause (i). The Kawashimas also assert that their 
convictions under § 7206 are not “aggravated felonies” be­
cause tax crimes are not included within Clause (i) at all. 
We address each argument in turn. 

A 

The Kawashimas contend that their offenses of conviction 
do not fall within the scope of Clause (i) because neither 
“fraud” nor “deceit” is a formal element of a conviction under 
§ 7206(1) or § 7206(2). The Government responds that the 
Kawashimas’ convictions necessarily involved deceit because 
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they required a showing that the Kawashimas willfully made 
materially false statements. To determine whether the Ka­
washimas’ offenses “involv[e] fraud or deceit” within the 
meaning of Clause (i), we employ a categorical approach 
by looking to the statute defining the crime of conviction, 
rather than to the specific facts underlying the crime. See 
Gonzales v. Duenas-Alvarez, 549 U. S. 183, 186 (2007) (ap­
plying the approach set forth in Taylor v. United States, 
495 U. S. 575, 599–600 (1990)). If the elements of the of­
fenses establish that the Kawashimas committed crimes 
involving fraud or deceit, then the first requirement of 
Clause (i) is satisfied.3 

Mr. Kawashima was convicted of violating 26 U. S. C. 
§ 7206(1), which provides that any person who “[w]illfully 
makes and subscribes any return, statement, or other docu­
ment, which contains or is verified by a written declaration 
that it is made under the penalties of perjury, and which he 
does not believe to be true and correct as to every material 
matter,” shall be guilty of a felony. Mr. Kawashima does 
not dispute that the elements of a violation of § 7206(1) in­
clude, inter alia, that the document in question was false as 
to a material matter, that the defendant did not believe the 
document to be true and correct as to every material matter, 
and that he acted willfully with the specific intent to violate 
the law. See, e. g., United States v. Aramony, 88 F. 3d 1369, 
1382 (CA4 1996); United States v. Kaiser, 893 F. 2d 1300, 
1305 (CA11 1990); United States v. Marabelles, 724 F. 2d 
1374, 1380 (CA9 1984); United States v. Whyte, 699 F. 2d 375, 
381 (CA7 1983). Although the words “fraud” and “deceit” 
are absent from the text of § 7206(1) and are not themselves 
formal elements of the crime, it does not follow that his of­
fense falls outside of Clause (i). The scope of that clause is 

3 We note that the issue whether the Kawashimas’ offenses satisfy the 
second requirement of Clause (i)—that the loss to the victim exceeded 
$10,000—is not before us. We address only whether their offenses of con­
viction qualify as crimes “involv[ing] fraud or deceit.” 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



484 KAWASHIMA v. HOLDER 

Opinion of the Court 

not limited to offenses that include fraud or deceit as formal 
elements. Rather, Clause (i) refers more broadly to offenses 
that “involv[e]” fraud or deceit—meaning offenses with ele­
ments that necessarily entail fraudulent or deceitful conduct. 

When subparagraph (M) was enacted, the term “deceit” 
meant “the act or practice of deceiving (as by falsification, 
concealment, or cheating).” Webster’s Third New Interna­
tional Dictionary 584 (1993). Mr. Kawashima’s conviction 
under § 7206(1) establishes that he knowingly and willfully 
submitted a tax return that was false as to a material matter. 
He therefore committed a felony that involved “deceit.” 

Turning to Mrs. Kawashima, our analysis follows a simi­
lar path. Mrs. Kawashima was convicted of violating 26 
U. S. C. § 7206(2), which declares that any person who “[w]ill­
fully aids or assists in . . . the preparation or presentation 
under, or in connection with any matter arising under, the 
internal revenue laws, of a return, affidavit, claim, or other 
document, which is fraudulent or is false as to any material 
matter,” has committed a felony. Mrs. Kawashima does not 
dispute that the elements of a violation of § 7206(2) include, 
inter alia, that the document in question was false as to a 
material matter and that the defendant acted willfully. See 
Aramony, supra, at 1382; United States v. Sassak, 881 F. 2d 
276, 278 (CA6 1989); United States v. Hooks, 848 F. 2d 785, 
788–789 (CA7 1988); United States v. Dahlstrom, 713 F. 2d 
1423, 1426–1427 (CA9 1983). We conclude that Mrs. Kawa­
shima’s conviction establishes that, by knowingly and will­
fully assisting her husband’s filing of a materially false tax 
return, Mrs. Kawashima also committed a felony that in­
volved “deceit.” 

The language of Clause (i) is clear. Anyone who is con­
victed of an offense that “involves fraud or deceit in which 
the loss to the victim or victims exceeds $10,000” has com­
mitted an aggravated felony and is subject to deportation 
pursuant to 8 U. S. C. § 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). The elements of 
willfully making and subscribing a false corporate tax re­
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turn, in violation of 26 U. S. C. § 7206(1), and of aiding and 
assisting in the preparation of a false tax return, in violation 
of 26 U. S. C. § 7206(2), establish that those crimes are de­
portable offenses because they necessarily entail deceit. 

B 

The Kawashimas’ second argument is based on inferences 
drawn from the interaction of Clause (i) and Clause (ii). The 
full text of subparagraph (M) reads as follows: 

“(43) The term ‘aggravated felony’ means— 
. . . . . 

“(M) an offense that— 
“(i) involves fraud or deceit in which the loss to the 

victim or victims exceeds $10,000; or 
“(ii) is described in section 7201 of title 26 (relating to 

tax evasion) in which the revenue loss to the Govern­
ment exceeds $10,000.” 

The Kawashimas argue that when Clause (i) is read together 
with Clause (ii), Clause (i) must be interpreted as being inap­
plicable to tax crimes. In their view, subparagraph (M), 
when considered in its entirety, demonstrates that Congress 
was addressing two mutually exclusive categories of crimes 
in subparagraph (M)’s two clauses: general, nontax crimes 
involving fraud or deceit that cause actual losses to real vic­
tims in Clause (i), and tax crimes involving revenue losses to 
the Government in Clause (ii). For the reasons discussed 
below, this argument cannot overcome the plain language of 
Clause (i), which encompasses the Kawashimas’ offenses of 
conviction. 

1 

The Kawashimas contend that textual differences between 
Clauses (i) and (ii) indicate that Congress intended to ex­
clude tax crimes from Clause (i). Specifically, they note that 
Clause (i) addresses “loss to the victim,” whereas Clause (ii) 
addresses “revenue loss to the Government.” 
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This difference in language does not establish Congress’ 
intent to remove tax crimes from the scope of Clause (i). 
Clause (i) covers a broad class of offenses that involve fraud 
or deceit. Clause (i) thus uses correspondingly broad lan­
guage to refer to the wide range of potential losses and vic­
tims. Clause (ii), on the other hand, is limited to the single 
type of offense “described in section 7201 of title 26 (relating 
to tax evasion),” which, by definition, can only cause one type 
of loss (revenue loss) to one type of victim (the Government). 
Congress’ decision to tailor Clause (ii)’s language to match 
the sole type of offense covered by Clause (ii) does not dem­
onstrate that Congress also intended to implicitly circum­
scribe the broad scope of Clause (i)’s plain language. 

2 

Next, the Kawashimas argue that interpreting Clause (i) 
to include tax crimes violates the presumption against super­
fluities by rendering Clause (ii) completely redundant to 
Clause (i). Clause (ii) explicitly states that convictions for 
tax evasion pursuant to 26 U. S. C. § 7201 that cause a reve­
nue loss of at least $10,000 to the Government are aggra­
vated felonies. The Kawashimas assert that, if Clause (i) 
applies to tax crimes, then qualifying convictions for tax eva­
sion under Clause (ii) would also qualify as aggravated felon­
ies under Clause (i), because tax evasion is a crime involving 
fraud or deceit. To buttress this argument, the Kawashi­
mas point to a body of law providing that a conviction for 
tax evasion under § 7201 collaterally estops the convicted 
taxpayer from contesting a civil penalty under 26 U. S. C. 
§ 6663(b) for “underpayment . . . attributable to fraud.” See, 
e. g., Gray v. Commissioner, 708 F. 2d 243, 246 (CA6 1983) 
(“Numerous federal courts have held that a conviction for 
federal income tax evasion, either upon a plea of guilty, or 
upon a jury verdict of guilt, conclusively establishes fraud in 
a subsequent civil tax fraud proceeding through application 
of the doctrine of collateral estoppel”). Therefore, according 
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to the Kawashimas, if Clause (i) covers tax offenses, then 
Clause (ii) is mere surplusage. 

We disagree with the Kawashimas’ contention that the 
specific mention of one type of tax crime in Clause (ii) im­
pliedly limits the scope of Clause (i)’s plain language, which 
extends to any offense that “involves fraud or deceit.” We 
think it more likely that Congress specifically included tax 
evasion offenses under 26 U. S. C. § 7201 in Clause (ii) to re­
move any doubt that tax evasion qualifies as an aggravated 
felony. 

Several considerations support this conclusion. Like 
§§ 7206(1) and (2), § 7201 does not, on its face, mention fraud 
or deceit. Instead, § 7201 simply provides that “[a]ny person 
who willfully attempts in any manner to evade or defeat any 
tax imposed by [the Internal Revenue Code] or the payment 
thereof shall, in addition to other penalties provided by law, 
be guilty of a felony.” Accordingly, neither fraud nor deceit 
is among the elements of a conviction under § 7201, which 
include: (1) willfulness; (2) the existence of a tax deficiency; 
and (3) an affirmative act constituting an evasion or an at­
tempted evasion of the tax. Boulware v. United States, 552 
U. S. 421, 424, n. 2 (2008). A conviction under § 7201, there­
fore, only qualifies as an aggravated felony under Clause (i) 
if a willful, affirmative attempt to evade a tax necessarily 
entails fraud or deceit. 

This Court’s decision in United States v. Scharton, 285 
U. S. 518 (1932), gave Congress good reason to doubt that a 
conviction under § 7201 satisfies that condition. In Schar­
ton, the defendant was indicted for attempting to evade 
income taxes by falsely understating his taxable income. 
The question before the Court was whether the crime was 
subject to the 3-year statute of limitations generally applica­
ble to tax crimes, or whether it was instead subject to the 
6-year statute of limitations applicable to “ ‘offenses involv­
ing the defrauding or attempting to defraud the United 
States or any agency thereof, whether by conspiracy or not, 
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and in any manner.’ ” Id., at 520, n. 2 (quoting 18 U. S. C. 
§ 585 (1926 ed., Supp. V)). The Government argued that the 
6-year statute of limitations applied because “fraud is im­
plicit in the concept of evading or defeating” and because 
any effort to evade a tax is tantamount to an attempt to 
defraud the taxing body. 285 U. S., at 520–521. The Court 
rejected that argument, noting that, in an indictment for 
evasion, “an averment [of intent to defraud] would be sur­
plusage, for it would be sufficient to plead and prove a willful 
attempt to evade or defeat.” Id., at 521. 

Moreover, § 7201 includes two offenses: “the offense of 
willfully attempting to evade or defeat the assessment of a 
tax as well as the offense of willfully attempting to evade or 
defeat the payment of a tax.” Sansone v. United States, 
380 U. S. 343, 354 (1965) (emphasis in original). As the Gov­
ernment notes, it is possible to willfully evade or defeat 
payment of a tax under § 7201 without making any misrepre­
sentation. For example, § 7201 can be violated by a tax­
payer who files a truthful tax return, but who also takes 
affirmative steps to evade payment by moving his assets be­
yond the reach of the Internal Revenue Service. Although 
the Government concedes that evasion-of-payment cases will 
almost invariably involve some affirmative acts of fraud or 
deceit, it is still true that the elements of tax evasion pur­
suant to § 7201 do not necessarily involve fraud or deceit. 
Thus, we conclude that the specific inclusion of tax evasion 
in Clause (ii) was intended to ensure that tax evasion pursu­
ant to § 7201 was a deportable offense. Clause (ii) does not 
implicitly remove all other tax offenses from the scope of 
Clause (i)’s plain language. 

3 

The Kawashimas also assert that the separate treatment 
of tax crimes and crimes involving fraud and deceit in the 
United States Sentencing Guidelines (USSG) supports their 
contention that Congress did not intend to include tax crimes 
within Clause (i). They point to the fact that, in 1987, the 
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United States Sentencing Commission included within the 
Guidelines a category of “offenses involving fraud or deceit.” 
USSG §§ 2F1.1 to 2F1.2 (deleted effective Nov. 1, 2001). The 
Commission simultaneously included “offenses involving tax­
ation” as a separate category. § 2T1.1 et seq. (Nov. 2011). 
Although the Kawashimas acknowledge that they have found 
no evidence that Congress actually considered the Guide­
lines, they contend that “it is likely that the language of 
[Clause (i)] and [Clause (ii)] was taken from the Sentencing 
Guidelines” by the sponsors of the bill that expanded the 
definition of aggravated felony to include subparagraph (M). 
Brief for Petitioners 29. Therefore, the theory goes, we can 
infer from the similar language in the Guidelines that Con­
gress did not intend Clause (i) to include tax crimes. 

We reject the Kawashimas’ reliance on the Guidelines. 
The Kawashimas’ argument is at odds with the fact that, 
unlike the Guideline that the Kawashimas cite, Clause (ii) 
does not refer to all offenses “involving taxation.” Rather, 
Clause (ii) is expressly limited to tax evasion offenses under 
§ 7201. That textual difference undercuts any inference that 
Congress was considering, much less incorporating, the dis­
tinction drawn by the Guidelines. 

C 

Finally, the Kawashimas argue that subparagraph (M)’s 
treatment of tax crimes other than tax evasion is ambiguous, 
and that we should therefore construe the statute in their 
favor. It is true that we have, in the past, construed ambi­
guities in deportation statutes in the alien’s favor. See INS 
v. St. Cyr, 533 U. S. 289, 320 (2001). We think the applica­
tion of the present statute clear enough that resort to the 
rule of lenity is not warranted. 

* * * 

For the foregoing reasons, we conclude that convictions 
under 26 U. S. C. §§ 7206(1) and (2) in which the revenue loss 
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to the Government exceeds $10,000 qualify as aggravated 
felonies pursuant to 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i). Because 
the Kawashimas are subject to deportation as aliens who 
have been convicted of aggravated felonies pursuant to 8 
U. S. C. § 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii), the judgment of the Court of Ap­
peals is affirmed. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Ginsburg, with whom Justice Breyer and Jus­
tice Kagan join, dissenting. 

Petitioner Akio Kawashima was convicted of preparing a 
false corporate tax return in violation of 26 U. S. C. § 7206(1). 
His wife, petitioner Fusako Kawashima, was convicted under 
§ 7206(2) of assisting her husband in preparing the false re­
turn. The question presented is whether a conviction under 
§ 7206 is an “aggravated felony” that renders the Kawa­
shimas deportable from the United States. See 8 U. S. C. 
§ 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). 

Congress has defined “aggravated felony” to include, inter 
alia, offenses that “(i) involv[e] fraud or deceit in which the 
loss to the victim or victims exceeds $10,000” or “(ii) [are] 
described in section 7201 of title 26 (relating to tax evasion) 
in which the revenue loss to the Government exceeds 
$10,000.” § 1101(a)(43)(M). The Kawashimas argue that 
tax offenses triggering deportation are delineated exclu­
sively in § 1101(a)(43)(M)(ii) (or Clause (i i)), and that 
§ 1101(a)(43)(M)(i) (or Clause (i)) does not encompass tax 
crimes. The Court rejects this argument, and holds that 
any tax offense “involv[ing] fraud or deceit,” if the loss to 
the fisc exceeds $10,000, ranks as an “aggravated felony.” 
See ante, at 489 and this page. Because the Kawashimas’ 
tax offense involved deceit and meets the monetary thresh­
old, the Court concludes, they have committed an aggravated 
felony and are therefore deportable. 

The Court’s construction of the statute is dubious, as I 
see it. For one thing, it effectively renders Clause (ii) su­
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perfluous. Further, the Court’s reading sweeps a wide 
variety of federal, state, and local tax offenses—including 
misdemeanors—into the “aggravated felony” category. In 
addition, today’s decision may discourage aliens from plead­
ing guilty to tax offenses less grave than tax evasion, 
thereby complicating and delaying enforcement of the inter­
nal revenue laws. I conclude that Clause (i) does not ad­
dress tax offenses, and would therefore hold that making a 
false statement on a tax return in violation of § 7206 is not 
an “aggravated felony.” 

I 

Any alien convicted of an “aggravated felony” after ad­
mission to the United States is deportable. 8 U. S. C. 
§ 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). Subparagraph (M) of § 1101(a)(43) in­
cludes as an “aggravated felony”: 

“an offense that— 
“(i) involves fraud or deceit in which the loss to the 

victim or victims exceeds $10,000; or 
“(ii) is described in section 7201 of title 26 (relating to 

tax evasion) in which the revenue loss to the Govern­
ment exceeds $10,000.” 

Notably, Clause (i) speaks of “loss to the victim,” Clause 
(ii) of “revenue loss to the Government.” The Kawashimas 
contend that Clause (i) covers crimes of fraud or deceit caus­
ing losses unrelated to tax revenue. Tax crimes, they argue, 
are addressed exclusively in Clause (ii), and that clause des­
ignates only tax evasion proscribed by 26 U. S. C. § 7201 as 
an “aggravated felony.” Willfully submitting a false state­
ment proscribed by § 7206, the Kawashimas maintain, is not 
an “aggravated felony” that would render them deportable 
under 8 U. S. C. § 1227(a)(2)(A)(iii). 

The Government contends that Clause (i) covers all tax 
offenses involving fraud or deceit, and that Congress in­
cluded Clause (ii) out of caution, to make certain that persons 
convicted of tax evasion would be subject to deportation. 
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Under the Government’s construction, because the crime of 
making a false statement on a tax return involves “fraud” or 
“deceit,” the Kawashimas committed an aggravated felony. 
See ante, at 483, 484 (“the words ‘fraud’ and ‘deceit’ are 
absent from the text of § 7206(1) and are not themselves for­
mal elements of the crime,” nonetheless, “[the] elements 
[of a § 7206 crime] necessarily entail fraudulent or deceitful 
conduct”). 

The Court’s task is to determine which reading of the stat­
ute is correct. If the two proffered constructions of subpar­
agraph (M) are plausible in roughly equal measure, then our 
precedent directs us to construe the statute in the Kawashi­
mas’ favor. See Fong Haw Tan v. Phelan, 333 U. S. 6, 10 
(1948) (“We resolve the doubts in favor of [the alien] because 
deportation is a drastic measure . . . .”); INS v. St. Cyr, 533 
U. S. 289, 320 (2001) (same). 

II 

A 

In interpreting 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M), I would rely 
upon the familiar canon that statutes should be interpreted 
to avoid superfluity. See Corley v. United States, 556 U. S. 
303, 314 (2009) (“[O]ne of the most basic interpretive canons” 
is that a “ ‘statute should be construed so that effect is given 
to all its provisions, so that no part will be inoperative or 
superfluous, void or insignificant . . . .’ ” (quoting Hibbs v. 
Winn, 542 U. S. 88, 101 (2004))). If Clause (i) is construed 
to apply to tax crimes, then Clause (ii)’s discrete inclusion of 
tax evasion would add nothing, for tax evasion is itself an 
offense that, in all actual instances of which the Government 
is aware, “involves fraud or deceit.” See § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i); 
Tr. of Oral Arg. 30–31. 

The elements of tax evasion are the existence of a tax 
deficiency, willfulness, and “an affirmative act constituting 
an evasion or attempted evasion of the tax.” Sansone v. 
United States, 380 U. S. 343, 351 (1965). As this Court’s de­
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cisions indicate, the evasion of taxes involves deceit or fraud 
upon the Government, achieved by concealing a tax liability 
or misleading the Government as to the extent of the liabil­
ity. See, e. g., Spies v. United States, 317 U. S. 492, 499 
(1943) (an act of tax evasion may be “any conduct, the likely 
effect of which would be to mislead or to conceal”). Accord­
ingly, courts have determined that tax evasion is a crime of 
moral turpitude, because it necessarily involves fraud. See, 
e. g., Carty v. Ashcroft, 395 F. 3d 1081, 1085, n. 7 (CA9 2005) 
(fraud is “implicit in the nature of the crime” of tax evasion); 
Considine v. United States, 683 F. 2d 1285, 1287 (CA9 1982) 
(“The express language of section 7201 requires an intent to 
avoid tax (a legitimate synonym for fraud).”); Costello v. INS, 
311 F. 2d 343, 348 (CA2 1962) (“There can be no ‘wilful’ [tax] 
evasion without a specific intent to defraud.”), rev’d on other 
grounds, 376 U. S. 120 (1964). 

Even more to the point, courts have held that a conviction 
for tax evasion under 26 U. S. C. § 7201 “conclusively estab­
lishes fraud in a subsequent civil tax fraud proceeding.” 
Gray v. Commissioner, 708 F. 2d 243, 246 (CA6 1983); see 
Klein v. Commissioner, 880 F. 2d 260, 262 (CA10 1989) (con­
viction under § 7201 “collaterally estops a taxpayer from de­
nying fraud [in a] civil tax case involving the same years”).1 

This preclusive effect obtains, courts have explained, be­
cause “ ‘willful’ [tax evasion] includes all the elements of 
‘fraud.’ ” Tomlinson v. Lefkowitz, 334 F. 2d 262, 265 (CA5 
1964); see Gray, 708 F. 2d, at 246 (“The elements of criminal 
tax evasion and civil tax fraud are identical.”); Moore v. 
United States, 360 F. 2d 353, 356 (CA4 1965) (“[W]hile the 
criminal evasion statute does not explicitly require a finding 
of fraud, the case-by-case process of construction of the civil 
[fraud] and criminal tax provisions has demonstrated that 
their constituent elements are identical.”). 

1 See also, e. g., Blohm v. Commissioner, 994 F. 2d 1542, 1554 (CA11 
1993); Fontneau v. United States, 654 F. 2d 8, 10 (CA1 1981) (per curiam); 
Plunkett v. Commissioner, 465 F. 2d 299, 307 (CA7 1972). 
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Tax offenses span a wide range, from failure to file a tax 
return, 26 U. S. C. § 7203, to the unauthorized use of tax 
stamps, § 7209. But “the gravest of offenses against the 
revenues,” this Court has said, the “capstone” of tax law vio­
lations, is tax evasion. Spies, 317 U. S., at 497, 499; see 
Boulware v. United States, 552 U. S. 421, 424 (2008). Tell­
ingly, the Kawashimas pleaded guilty to a crime carrying a 
maximum prison term of three years, § 7206; for tax evasion, 
the maximum term is five years, § 7201. It is thus under­
standable that Congress would single out tax evasion, as it 
did in Clause (ii), specifically designating it, and no other tax 
crime, an “aggravated felony” for deportation purposes. 

The Court ascribes a different purpose to Clause (ii). Tax 
evasion, made criminal by § 7201, the Court states, “almost 
invariably,” but “not necessarily[,] involve[s] fraud or de­
ceit.” Ante, at 488. But see supra, at 492–493. Congress 
likely included Clause (ii), the Court suggests, simply “to 
remove any doubt that tax evasion qualifies as an aggravated 
felony.” Ante, at 487. In other words, in holding that 
Clause (i) includes tax offenses, the Court finds Clause (ii) 
largely, but not totally, redundant. 

In support of the notion that tax evasion can occur without 
fraud or deceit, the Court cites United States v. Scharton, 285 
U. S. 518 (1932); see ante, at 487–488. In that long-obsolete 
case, the Court rejected the Government’s plea for the appli­
cation of an extended limitation period to a prosecution for 
tax evasion. The generally applicable statute of limitations 
was three years; for tax offenses that involve defrauding the 
United States, however, the limitation period was six years. 
An averment of intent to defraud, the Court said in Schar­
ton, would be “surplusage,” for it would suffice “to plead and 
prove a wilful attempt to evade or defeat.” 285 U. S., at 521. 

Courts had limited Scharton to its statute of limitations 
context several decades before Congress enacted § 1101(a) 
(43)(M) in 1994. See Tseung Chu v. Cornell, 247 F. 2d 929, 
936, n. 6 (CA9 1957) (distinguishing Scharton and holding 
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that tax evasion is a crime of moral turpitude because it 
entails fraud); Lefkowitz, 334 F. 2d, at 265 (distinguishing 
Scharton and holding that tax evasion necessarily involves 
fraud). Moreover, Congress, since 1954, has expressly pre­
scribed a six-year limitation period for tax evasion. See 26 
U. S. C. § 6531(2). In short, Scharton is a cryptic, thinly rea­
soned opinion, one that did not influence subsequent federal-
court description of the crime of tax evasion. The sugges­
tion that Congress may have worried about Scharton when 
framing legislation over 60 years later is hardly credible. 

The Court presents another reason, drawn from the Gov­
ernment’s brief, why Congress may have treated tax evasion 
discretely, while embracing tax crimes generally within the 
Clause (i) category. Section 7201 covers both evasion of as­
sessment and evasion of payment. Imagine a taxpayer who 
files a truthful return, then moves her assets to a place “be­
yond the reach of the Internal Revenue Service.” Ante, at 
488; see Brief for Respondent 34. The Court acknowledges 
that evasion-of-payment cases almost always “involve some 
affirmative acts of fraud or deceit.” Ante, at 488. Still, 
there may be a rare case in which that is not so. Rare, in­
deed; imaginary would be an apt characterization. The 
Government conceded that, to its knowledge, there have 
been no actual instances of indictments for tax evasion unac­
companied by any act of fraud or deceit. Tr. of Oral Arg. 
30–31. 

The canon that statutes should be interpreted to avoid su­
perfluity cannot be skirted as easily as the Government here 
urges. We have declined to interpret legislation in a way 
that “would in practical effect render [a provision] entirely 
superfluous in all but the most unusual circumstances.” 
TRW Inc. v. Andrews, 534 U. S. 19, 29 (2001). It is hardly 
sufficient for the Government to hypothesize a case in which 
the provision might have some independent role. See id., at 
30. Where, as here, “the Government concede[s] that the 
independent function one could attribute to the [provision] 
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would [rarely] arise,” a construction moored to a case “most 
unlikely” to exist should be rejected. Id., at 31. It is 
highly improbable that “a proviso accounting for more than 
half of [the] text” of § 1101(a)(43)(M), i. e., Clause (ii), “would 
lie dormant in all but the most unlikely situations.” See 534 
U. S., at 31. 

Congress’ aim in drafting § 1101(a)(43) was to determine 
which crimes are sufficiently serious to warrant the “drastic 
measure” of deportation, and which are not. See Fong Haw 
Tan, 333 U. S., at 10. It is implausible that Congress, when 
drafting § 1101(a)(43)(M), intended to address, or was even 
aware of, the Government’s scenario: a taxpayer who files a 
truthful return, then, to thwart collection of the tax due, 
moves all her assets offshore. Far more likely, Congress did 
not intend to include tax offenses in § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i), but 
instead drafted that provision to address fraudulent schemes 
against private victims, then added § 1101(a)(43)(M)(ii) so 
that the “capstone” tax offense against the Government also 
qualified as an aggravated felony. See supra, at 494. 

B 

The Court’s construction of the statute is even less plausi­
ble given the numerous offenses it would rank as “aggra­
vated felon[ies].” Many federal tax offenses, like 26 U. S. C. 
§ 7206, involve false statements or misleading conduct. See, 
e. g., § 7202 (failing to truthfully account for and pay taxes 
owed). Conviction of any of these offenses, if the Court’s 
construction were correct, would render an alien deportable. 
So would conviction of state and local tax offenses involving 
false statements. Ferreira v. Ashcroft, 390 F. 3d 1091, 1096– 
1097 (CA9 2004) (state-law offenses qualify as offenses in­
volving fraud or deceit under 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)); see, 
e. g., Del. Code Ann., Tit. 30, § 574 (2009) (submitting a tax 
return false as to any material matter is a criminal offense); 
D. C. Code § 47–4106 (2001–2005) (same); Ala. Code § 40–29– 
114 (2003) (same); Va. Code Ann. § 58.1–1815 (Lexis 2009) 
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(willfully failing to account truthfully for and pay certain 
taxes is a criminal offense). 

Rendering all tax offenses involving false statements “ag­
gravated felon[ies]” that subject an alien to deportation is 
all the more problematic, for many of these offenses are 
misdemeanors. Among federal misdemeanors, see, e. g., 26 
U. S. C. § 7204 (“furnish[ing] a false” W–2 form to an em­
ployee); § 7205 (“suppl[ying] false or fraudulent information” 
to an employer); § 7207 (filing a return “known . . . to be false 
as to any material matter”). On the state and local level, 
see, e. g., Cal. Rev. & Tax. Code Ann. § 1610.4 (West 1998) 
(“Every person who wilfully states anything which he knows 
to be false in any oral or written statement, not under oath, 
required or authorized to be made as the basis of an applica­
tion to reduce any tax or assessment, is guilty of a misde­
meanor.”); N. D. Cent. Code Ann. § 57–37.1–16 (Lexis 2011) 
(“Every person who willfully and knowingly subscribes or 
makes any false statement of facts [on an estate tax re­
turn] . . . is guilty of a class A misdemeanor.”); Columbus, 
Ohio City Code §§ 361.31(a)(4), (b), (d) (2009) (any person who 
“[k]nowingly make[s] and file[s] an incomplete, false or fraud­
ulent [municipal] return” is guilty of a fourth-degree misde­
meanor). Nor would the $10,000 threshold set in 8 U. S. C. 
§ 1101(a)(43)(M) prevent deportation for tax crimes far less 
serious than willful tax evasion, for as many as six years 
may be included in the amount-of-loss calculation. See 26 
U. S. C. § 6531 (setting a six-year statute of limitations for, 
inter alia, tax crimes involving fraud or falsity); Brief for 
Johnnie M. Walters as Amicus Curiae 15–16 (hereinafter 
Walters Brief).2 

2 One might also ask what reason Congress would have for making a 
tax misdemeanor a deportable offense, while more serious crimes do not 
jeopardize an alien’s residency in the United States. See, e. g., Leocal v. 
Ashcroft, 543 U. S. 1, 11–12 (2004) (driving while drunk, causing serious 
bodily injury to others is not an aggravated felony). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



498 KAWASHIMA v. HOLDER 

Ginsburg, J., dissenting 

Finally, the Court’s decision has adverse consequences for 
the efficient handling of tax prosecutions. It is often easier 
for the Government to obtain a conviction under § 7206 (false 
statements) than under § 7201 (tax evasion). See United 
States v. Olgin, 745 F. 2d 263, 272 (CA3 1984) (unlike a con­
viction under § 7201, a conviction under § 7206 does not re­
quire proof of a tax deficiency); Considine, 683 F. 2d, at 1287 
(unlike a conviction under § 7201, a conviction under § 7206 
does not require proof of an attempt to escape a tax). For 
this reason, the Government has allowed taxpayers to plead 
guilty to a § 7206 charge in lieu of going to trial under § 7201 
on an evasion charge. See Walters Brief 19–20. Deporta­
tion consequences are important to aliens facing criminal 
charges. See Padilla v. Kentucky, 559 U. S. 356, 373 (2010) 
(“[P]reserving the client’s right to remain in the United 
States may be more important to the client than any poten­
tial jail sentence.” (quoting St. Cyr, 533 U. S., at 322)). If a 
§ 7206 charge carries the same prospect of deportation as a 
§ 7201 charge, then an alien’s incentive to plead guilty to any 
tax offense is significantly reduced. 

* * * 

For the reasons stated, I would hold that making a mate­
rial, false statement on a tax return does not qualify as 
an aggravated felony within the compass of 8 U. S. C. 
§ 1101(a)(43)(M)(i). I would therefore reverse the judgment 
of the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. 
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HOWES, WARDEN v. FIELDS 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the sixth circuit 

No. 10–680. Argued October 4, 2011—Decided February 21, 2012 

Respondent Fields, a Michigan state prisoner, was escorted from his 
prison cell by a corrections officer to a conference room where he was 
questioned by two sheriff ’s deputies about criminal activity he had al­
legedly engaged in before coming to prison. At no time was Fields 
given Miranda warnings or advised that he did not have to speak with 
the deputies. As relevant here: Fields was questioned for between five 
and seven hours; Fields was told more than once that he was free to 
leave and return to his cell; the deputies were armed, but Fields re­
mained free of restraints; the conference room door was sometimes open 
and sometimes shut; several times during the interview Fields stated 
that he no longer wanted to talk to the deputies, but he did not ask to 
go back to his cell; after Fields confessed and the interview concluded, 
he had to wait an additional 20 minutes for an escort and returned to 
his cell well after the hour when he generally retired. 

The trial court denied Fields’ motion to suppress his confession under 
Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U. S. 436, and he was convicted. The Michi­
gan Court of Appeals affirmed, rejecting Fields’ contention that his 
statements should have been suppressed because he was subjected to 
custodial interrogation without a Miranda warning. The United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Michigan subsequently 
granted Fields habeas relief under 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). Affirming, the 
Sixth Circuit held that the interview was a custodial interrogation within 
the meaning of Miranda, reasoning that Mathis v. United States, 391 U. S. 
1, “clearly established,” § 2254(d)(1), that isolation from the general prison 
population, combined with questioning about conduct occurring outside 
the prison, makes any such interrogation custodial per se. 

Held: 
1. This Court’s precedents do not clearly establish the categorical rule 

on which the Sixth Circuit relied. The Court has repeatedly declined 
to adopt any such rule. See, e. g., Illinois v. Perkins, 496 U. S. 292. 
The Sixth Circuit misread Mathis, which simply held, as relevant here, 
that a prisoner who otherwise meets the requirements for Miranda cus­
tody is not taken outside the scope of Miranda because he was incarcer­
ated for an unconnected offense. It did not hold that imprisonment 
alone constitutes Miranda custody. Nor does the statement in Mary­
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land v. Shatzer, 559 U. S. 98, 112, that “[n]o one questions that [inmate] 
Shatzer was in custody for Miranda purposes” support a per se rule. 
It means only that the issue of custody was not contested in that case. 
Finally, contrary to respondent’s suggestion, Miranda itself did not hold 
that the inherently compelling pressures of custodial interrogation are 
always present when a prisoner is taken aside and questioned about 
events outside the prison walls. Pp. 505–508. 

2. The Sixth Circuit’s categorical rule—that imprisonment, question­
ing in private, and questioning about events in the outside world 
create a custodial situation for Miranda purposes—is simply wrong. 
Pp. 508–514. 

(a) The initial step in determining whether a person is in Miranda 
custody is to ascertain, given “all of the circumstances surrounding the 
interrogation,” how a suspect would have gauged his freedom of move­
ment. Stansbury v. California, 511 U. S. 318, 322, 325. However, not 
all restraints on freedom of movement amount to Miranda custody. 
See, e. g., Berkemer v. McCarty, 468 U. S. 420, 423. Shatzer, distin­
guishing between restraints on freedom of movement and Miranda cus­
tody, held that a break in Miranda custody between a suspect’s invoca­
tion of the right to counsel and the initiation of subsequent questioning 
may occur while a suspect is serving an uninterrupted term of imprison­
ment. If a break in custody can occur, it must follow that imprisonment 
alone is not enough to create a custodial situation within the meaning 
of Miranda. At least three strong grounds support this conclusion: 
Questioning a person who is already in prison does not generally involve 
the shock that very often accompanies arrest; a prisoner is unlikely to 
be lured into speaking by a longing for prompt release; and a prisoner 
knows that his questioners probably lack authority to affect the duration 
of his sentence. Thus, service of a prison term, without more, is not 
enough to constitute Miranda custody. Pp. 508–512. 

(b) The other two elements in the Sixth Circuit’s rule are likewise 
insufficient. Taking a prisoner aside for questioning may necessitate 
some additional limitations on the prisoner’s freedom of movement, but 
it does not necessarily convert a noncustodial situation into Miranda 
custody. Isolation may contribute to a coercive atmosphere when a 
nonprisoner is questioned, but questioning a prisoner in private does 
not generally remove him from a supportive atmosphere and may be in 
his best interest. Neither does questioning a prisoner about criminal 
activity outside the prison have a significantly greater potential for coer­
cion than questioning under otherwise identical circumstances about 
criminal activity within the prison walls. The coercive pressure that 
Miranda guards against is neither mitigated nor magnified by the loca­
tion of the conduct about which questions are asked. Pp. 512–514. 
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3. When a prisoner is questioned, the determination of custody should 
focus on all of the features of the interrogation. The record in this 
case reveals that respondent was not taken into custody for Miranda 
purposes. While some of the facts lend support to his argument that 
Miranda’s custody requirement was met, they are offset by others. 
Most important, he was told at the outset of the interrogation, and re­
minded thereafter, that he was free to leave and could go back to his 
cell whenever he wanted. Moreover, he was not physically restrained 
or threatened, was interviewed in a well-lit, average-sized conference 
room where the door was sometimes left open, and was offered food 
and water. These facts are consistent with an environment in which a 
reasonable person would have felt free to terminate the interview and 
leave, subject to the ordinary restraints of life behind bars. Pp. 514–517. 

617 F. 3d 813, reversed. 

Alito, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Scalia, Kennedy, Thomas, and Kagan, JJ., joined. Ginsburg, J., 
filed an opinion concurring in part and dissenting in part, in which 
Breyer and Sotomayor, JJ., joined, post, p. 517. 

John J. Bursch, Solicitor General of Michigan, argued the 
cause for petitioner. With him on the briefs were Bill 
Schuette, Attorney General, Richard A. Bandstra, B. Eric 
Restuccia, Deputy Solicitor General, and Brian O’Neill, As­
sistant Attorney General. 

Ginger D. Anders argued the cause for the United States 
as amicus curiae urging reversal. With her on the brief 
were former Acting Solicitor General Katyal, Assistant At­
torney General Breuer, Deputy Solicitor General Dreeben, 
and Daniel S. Goodman. 

Elizabeth L. Jacobs argued the cause and filed a brief for 
respondent.* 

*A brief of amici curiae urging reversal was filed for the State of Ohio 
by Michael DeWine, Attorney General of Ohio, Alexandra T. Schimmer, 
Solicitor General, and David M. Lieberman, Deputy Solicitor, by William 
H. Ryan, Jr., Former Acting Attorney General of Pennsylvania, and by 
the Attorneys General for their respective jurisdictions as follows: Luther 
Strange of Alabama, John J. Burns of Alaska, Tom Horne of Arizona, 
Dustin McDaniel of Arkansas, John W. Suthers of Colorado, Joseph R. 
Biden III of Delaware, Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, Leonardo M. Rapadas 
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Justice Alito delivered the opinion of the Court. 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit 
held that our precedents clearly establish that a prisoner is 
in custody within the meaning of Miranda v. Arizona, 384 
U. S. 436 (1966), if the prisoner is taken aside and questioned 
about events that occurred outside the prison walls. Our 
decisions, however, do not clearly establish such a rule, and 
therefore the Court of Appeals erred in holding that this 
rule provides a permissible basis for federal habeas relief 
under the relevant provision of the Antiterrorism and Ef­
fective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA), 28 U. S. C. 
§ 2254(d)(1). Indeed, the rule applied by the court below 
does not represent a correct interpretation of our Miranda 
case law. We therefore reverse. 

I 

While serving a sentence in a Michigan jail, Randall Fields 
was escorted by a corrections officer to a conference room 
where two sheriff ’s deputies questioned him about allega­
tions that, before he came to prison, he had engaged in sex­
ual conduct with a 12-year-old boy. In order to get to the 
conference room, Fields had to go down one floor and pass 
through a locked door that separated two sections of the fa-

of Guam, David M. Louie of Hawaii, Lawrence G. Wasden of Idaho, Lisa 
Madigan of Illinois, Gregory F. Zoeller of Indiana, Tom Miller of Iowa, 
Derek Schmidt of Kansas, Jack Conway of Kentucky, James D. “Buddy” 
Caldwell of Louisiana, William J. Schneider of Maine, Douglas F. Gansler 
of Maryland, Steve Bullock of Montana, Jon Bruning of Nebraska, Cather­
ine Cortez Masto of Nevada, Michael A. Delaney of New Hampshire, Gary 
K. King of New Mexico, Wayne Stenehjem of North Dakota, Alan Wilson 
of South Carolina, Marty J. Jackley of South Dakota, Robert E. Cooper, 
Jr., of Tennessee, Greg Abbott of Texas, Mark L. Shurtleff of Utah, Wil­
liam H. Sorrell of Vermont, Kenneth T. Cuccinelli II of Virginia, Rob 
McKenna of Washington, J. B. Van Hollen of Wisconsin, and Gregory A. 
Phillips of Wyoming. 

Craig Goldblatt filed a brief for Donovan E. Simpson as amicus curiae 
urging affirmance. 
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cility. See App. to Pet. for Cert. 66a, 69a. Fields arrived 
at the conference room between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.1 and was 
questioned for between five and seven hours.2 

At the beginning of the interview, Fields was told that he 
was free to leave and return to his cell. See id., at 70a. 
Later, he was again told that he could leave whenever he 
wanted. See id., at 90a. The two interviewing deputies 
were armed during the interview, but Fields remained free 
of handcuffs and other restraints. The door to the confer­
ence room was sometimes open and sometimes shut. See 
id., at 70a–75a. 

About halfway through the interview, after Fields had 
been confronted with the allegations of abuse, he became agi­
tated and began to yell. See id., at 80a, 125a. Fields testi­
fied that one of the deputies, using an expletive, told him to 
sit down and said that “if [he] didn’t want to cooperate, [he] 
could leave.” Id., at 89a; see also id., at 70a–71a. Fields 
eventually confessed to engaging in sex acts with the boy. 
According to Fields’ testimony at a suppression hearing, he 
said several times during the interview that he no longer 
wanted to talk to the deputies, but he did not ask to go back to 
his cell prior to the end of the interview. See id., at 92a–93a. 

When he was eventually ready to leave, he had to wait an 
additional 20 minutes or so because a corrections officer had 

1 Fields testified that he left his cell around 8 p.m. and that the interview 
began around 8:30 p.m. App. to Pet. for Cert. 77a. Both the Michigan 
Court of Appeals and the Sixth Circuit stated that the interview began 
between 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. See 617 F. 3d 813, 815 (2010); App. to Pet. for 
Cert. 54a. 

2 The Court of Appeals stated that the interview lasted for approxi­
mately seven hours, see 617 F. 3d, at 815, a figure that appears to be based 
on the testimony of one of the interviewing deputies, see App. to Pet. for 
Cert. 123a. Fields put the number of hours between five and five and a 
half, saying the interview began around 8:30 p.m. and continued until 
1:30 a.m. or 2 a.m. See id., at 77a. The Michigan Court of Appeals 
stated that the interview ended around midnight, which would put the 
length of the interview at between three and five hours. 
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to be summoned to escort him back to his cell, and he did not 
return to his cell until well after the hour when he generally 
retired.3 At no time was Fields given Miranda warnings or 
advised that he did not have to speak with the deputies. 

The State of Michigan charged Fields with criminal sexual 
conduct. Relying on Miranda, Fields moved to suppress his 
confession, but the trial court denied his motion. Over the 
renewed objection of defense counsel, one of the interview­
ing deputies testified at trial about Fields’ admissions. The 
jury convicted Fields of two counts of third-degree criminal 
sexual conduct, and the judge sentenced him to a term of 10 
to 15 years of imprisonment. On direct appeal, the Michigan 
Court of Appeals affirmed, rejecting Fields’ contention that 
his statements should have been suppressed because he 
was subjected to custodial interrogation without a Miranda 
warning. The court ruled that Fields had not been in cus­
tody for purposes of Miranda during the interview, so no 
Miranda warnings were required. The court emphasized 
that Fields was told that he was free to leave and return to 
his cell but that he never asked to do so. The Michigan Su­
preme Court denied discretionary review. 

Fields then filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in 
Federal District Court, and the court granted relief. The 
Sixth Circuit affirmed, holding that the interview in the con­
ference room was a “custodial interrogation” within the 
meaning of Miranda because isolation from the general 
prison population combined with questioning about conduct 
occurring outside the prison makes any such interrogation 
custodial per se. The Court of Appeals reasoned that this 
Court clearly established in Mathis v. United States, 391 
U. S. 1 (1968), that “Miranda warnings must be administered 
when law enforcement officers remove an inmate from the 
general prison population and interrogate him regarding 
criminal conduct that took place outside the jail or prison.” 

3 Fields testified that his normal bedtime was 10:30 p.m. or 11 p.m. See 
id., at 78a. 
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617 F. 3d 813, 820 (CA6 2010); see also id., at 818 (“The cen­
tral holding of Mathis is that a Miranda warning is required 
whenever an incarcerated individual is isolated from the gen­
eral prison population and interrogated, i. e.[,] questioned in 
a manner likely to lead to self-incrimination, about conduct 
occurring outside of the prison”). Because Fields was iso­
lated from the general prison population and interrogated 
about conduct occurring in the outside world, the Court of 
Appeals found that the state court’s decision was contrary to 
clearly established federal law as determined by this Court 
in Mathis. 617 F. 3d, at 823. 

We granted certiorari. 562 U. S. 1199 (2011). 

II 

Under AEDPA, a federal court may grant a state prison­
er’s application for a writ of habeas corpus if the state-court 
adjudication pursuant to which the prisoner is held “resulted 
in a decision that was contrary to, or involved an unreason­
able application of, clearly established Federal law, as deter­
mined by the Supreme Court of the United States.” 28 
U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). In this context, “clearly established 
law” signifies “the holdings, as opposed to the dicta, of this 
Court’s decisions.” Williams v. Taylor, 529 U. S. 362, 412 
(2000). 

In this case, it is abundantly clear that our precedents do 
not clearly establish the categorical rule on which the Court 
of Appeals relied, i. e., that the questioning of a prisoner is 
always custodial when the prisoner is removed from the gen­
eral prison population and questioned about events that 
occurred outside the prison. On the contrary, we have re­
peatedly declined to adopt any categorical rule with respect 
to whether the questioning of a prison inmate is custodial. 

In Illinois v. Perkins, 496 U. S. 292 (1990), where we up­
held the admission of un-Mirandized statements elicited from 
an inmate by an undercover officer masquerading as another 
inmate, we noted that “[t]he bare fact of custody may not in 
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every instance require a warning even when the suspect is 
aware that he is speaking to an official, but we do not have 
occasion to explore that issue here.” Id., at 299 (emphasis 
added). Instead, we simply “reject[ed] the argument that 
Miranda warnings are required whenever a suspect is in 
custody in a technical sense and converses with someone who 
happens to be a government agent.” Id., at 297. 

Most recently, in Maryland v. Shatzer, 559 U. S. 98 (2010), 
we expressly declined to adopt a bright-line rule for deter­
mining the applicability of Miranda in prisons. Shatzer 
considered whether a break in custody ends the presumption 
of involuntariness established in Edwards v. Arizona, 451 
U. S. 477 (1981), and, if so, whether a prisoner’s return to 
the general prison population after a custodial interrogation 
constitutes a break in Miranda custody. See 559 U. S., at 
102–103. In considering the latter question, we noted first 
that “[w]e have never decided whether incarceration consti­
tutes custody for Miranda purposes, and have indeed explic­
itly declined to address the issue.” Id., at 112 (citing Per­
kins, supra, at 299; emphasis added). The answer to this 
question, we noted, would “depen[d] upon whether [incar­
ceration] exerts the coercive pressure that Miranda was 
designed to guard against—the ‘danger of coercion [that] 
results from the interaction of custody and official in­
terrogation.’ ” 559 U. S., at 112 (quoting Perkins, supra, at 
297). 

In concluding that our precedents establish a categorical 
rule, the Court of Appeals placed great weight on the deci­
sion in Mathis, but the Court of Appeals misread the holding 
in that case. In Mathis, an inmate in a state prison was 
questioned by an Internal Revenue agent and was subse­
quently convicted for federal offenses. The Court of Ap­
peals held that Miranda did not apply to this interview 
for two reasons: A criminal investigation had not been 
commenced at the time of the interview, and the prisoner 
was incarcerated for an “unconnected offense.” Mathis v. 
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United States, 376 F. 2d 595, 597 (CA5 1967). This Court 
rejected both of those grounds for distinguishing Miranda, 
see 391 U. S., at 4, and thus the holding in Mathis is simply 
that a prisoner who otherwise meets the requirements for 
Miranda custody is not taken outside the scope of Miranda 
by either of the two factors on which the Court of Appeals 
had relied. Mathis did not hold that imprisonment, in and 
of itself, is enough to constitute Miranda custody.4 Nor, 
contrary to respondent’s submission, see Brief for Respond­
ent 14, did Oregon v. Mathiason, 429 U. S. 492, 494 (1977) 
(per curiam), which simply restated in dictum the holding 
in Mathis. 

The Court of Appeals purported to find support for its per 
se rule in Shatzer, relying on our statement that “[n]o one 
questions that Shatzer was in custody for Miranda pur­
poses” when he was interviewed. 559 U. S., at 112. But 
this statement means only that the issue of custody was not 
contested before us. It strains credulity to read the state­
ment as constituting an “unambiguous conclusion” or “find­
ing” by this Court that Shatzer was in custody. 617 F. 3d, 
at 822. 

Finally, contrary to respondent’s suggestion, see Brief for 
Respondent 12–15, Miranda itself did not clearly establish 
the rule applied by the Court of Appeals. Miranda adopted 
a “set of prophylactic measures” designed to ward off the 
“ ‘inherently compelling pressures’ of custodial interroga­
tion,” Shatzer, supra, at 103 (quoting Miranda, 384 U. S., at 
467), but Miranda did not hold that such pressures are al­
ways present when a prisoner is taken aside and questioned 
about events outside the prison walls. Indeed, Miranda did 
not even establish that police questioning of a suspect at the 
station house is always custodial. See Mathiason, supra, at 

4 Indeed, it is impossible to tell from either the opinion of this Court or 
that of the court below whether the prisoner’s interview was routine or 
whether there were special features that may have created an especially 
coercive atmosphere. 
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495 (declining to find that Miranda warnings are required 
“simply because the questioning takes place in the station 
house, or because the questioned person is one whom the 
police suspect”). 

In sum, our decisions do not clearly establish that a pris­
oner is always in custody for purposes of Miranda whenever 
a prisoner is isolated from the general prison population and 
questioned about conduct outside the prison.5 

III 

Not only does the categorical rule applied below go well 
beyond anything that is clearly established in our prior de­
cisions, it is simply wrong. The three elements of that rule— 
(1) imprisonment, (2) questioning in private, and (3) question­
ing about events in the outside world—are not necessarily 
enough to create a custodial situation for Miranda purposes. 

A 

As used in our Miranda case law, “custody” is a term of 
art that specifies circumstances that are thought generally 

5 The state-court decision applied the traditional context-specific analy­
sis to determine whether the circumstances of respondent’s interrogation 
gave rise to “the coercive pressure that Miranda was designed to guard 
against.” Maryland v. Shatzer, 559 U. S. 98, 112 (2010). The court first 
observed: “That a defendant is in prison for an unrelated offense when 
being questioned does not, without more, mean that he was in custody for 
the purpose of determining whether Miranda warnings were required.” 
App. to Pet. for Cert. 56a (internal quotation marks omitted; emphasis 
added). In this case, the court noted, the “defendant was unquestionably 
in custody, but on a matter unrelated to the interrogation.” Ibid. The 
Sixth Circuit concluded that the state court thereby limited Miranda in a 
way rejected by Mathis v. United States, 391 U. S. 1 (1968), and “cur­
tail[ed] the warnings to be given persons under interrogation by officers 
based on the reason why the person is in custody.” Id., at 4–5. We think 
the better reading is that the state court merely meant to draw a distinc­
tion between incarceration and Miranda custody. This reading is sup­
ported by the state court’s subsequent consideration of whether the facts 
of the case were likely to create an atmosphere of coercion. App. to Pet. 
for Cert. 56a. 
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to present a serious danger of coercion. In determining 
whether a person is in custody in this sense, the initial 
step is to ascertain whether, in light of “the objective cir­
cumstances of the interrogation,” Stansbury v. California, 
511 U. S. 318, 322–323, 325 (1994) (per curiam), a “reason­
able person [would] have felt he or she was not at liberty to 
terminate the interrogation and leave.” Thompson v. Keo­
hane, 516 U. S. 99, 112 (1995). And in order to determine 
how a suspect would have “gauge[d]” his “freedom of move­
ment,” courts must examine “all of the circumstances sur­
rounding the interrogation.” Stansbury, supra, at 322, 325 
(internal quotation marks omitted). Relevant factors in­
clude the location of the questioning, see Shatzer, supra, at 
112–114, its duration, see Berkemer v. McCarty, 468 U. S. 
420, 437–438 (1984), statements made during the interview, 
see Mathiason, supra, at 495; Yarborough v. Alvarado, 541 
U. S. 652, 665 (2004); Stansbury, supra, at 325, the presence 
or absence of physical restraints during the questioning, see 
New York v. Quarles, 467 U. S. 649, 655 (1984), and the re­
lease of the interviewee at the end of the questioning, see 
California v. Beheler, 463 U. S. 1121, 1122–1123 (1983) (per 
curiam). 

Determining whether an individual’s freedom of movement 
was curtailed, however, is simply the first step in the analy­
sis, not the last. Not all restraints on freedom of movement 
amount to custody for purposes of Miranda. We have 
“decline[d] to accord talismanic power” to the freedom-of­
movement inquiry, Berkemer, supra, at 437, and have instead 
asked the additional question whether the relevant environ­
ment presents the same inherently coercive pressures as the 
type of station house questioning at issue in Miranda. “Our 
cases make clear . . . that the freedom-of-movement test iden­
tifies only a necessary and not a sufficient condition for Mi­
randa custody.” Shatzer, supra, at 112. 

This important point is illustrated by our decision in Ber­
kemer v. McCarty, supra. In that case, we held that the 
roadside questioning of a motorist who was pulled over in a 
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routine traffic stop did not constitute custodial interrogation. 
Id., at 423, 441–442. We acknowledged that “a traffic stop 
significantly curtails the ‘freedom of action’ of the driver and 
the passengers,” and that it is generally “a crime either to 
ignore a policeman’s signal to stop one’s car or, once having 
stopped, to drive away without permission.” Id., at 436. 
“[F]ew motorists,” we noted, “would feel free either to dis­
obey a directive to pull over or to leave the scene of a traffic 
stop without being told they might do so.” Ibid. Never­
theless, we held that a person detained as a result of a traffic 
stop is not in Miranda custody because such detention does 
not “sufficiently impair [the detained person’s] free exercise 
of his privilege against self-incrimination to require that he 
be warned of his constitutional rights.” 468 U. S., at 437. 
As we later put it, the “temporary and relatively nonthreat­
ening detention involved in a traffic stop or Terry stop does 
not constitute Miranda custody,” Shatzer, 559 U. S., at 113 
(citation omitted). See Terry v. Ohio, 392 U. S. 1 (1968). 

It may be thought that the situation in Berkemer—the 
questioning of a motorist subjected to a brief traffic stop—is 
worlds away from those present when an inmate is ques­
tioned in a prison, but the same cannot be said of Shatzer, 
where we again distinguished between restraints on freedom 
of movement and Miranda custody. Shatzer, as noted, con­
cerned the Edwards prophylactic rule, which limits the abil­
ity of the police to initiate further questioning of a suspect 
in Miranda custody once the suspect invokes the right to 
counsel. We held in Shatzer that this rule does not apply 
when there is a sufficient break in custody between the sus­
pect’s invocation of the right to counsel and the initiation of 
subsequent questioning. See 559 U. S., at 112–114. And, 
what is significant for present purposes, we further held that 
a break in custody may occur while a suspect is serving a 
term in prison. If a break in custody can occur while a pris­
oner is serving an uninterrupted term of imprisonment, it 
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must follow that imprisonment alone is not enough to create 
a custodial situation within the meaning of Miranda. 

There are at least three strong grounds for this conclusion. 
First, questioning a person who is already serving a prison 
term does not generally involve the shock that very often ac­
companies arrest. In the paradigmatic Miranda situation— 
a person is arrested in his home or on the street and whisked 
to a police station for questioning—detention represents 
a sharp and ominous change, and the shock may give rise 
to coercive pressures. A person who is “cut off from 
his normal life and companions,” Shatzer, supra, at 106, 
and abruptly transported from the street into a “police-
dominated atmosphere,” Miranda, 384 U. S., at 456, may feel 
coerced into answering questions. 

By contrast, when a person who is already serving a term 
of imprisonment is questioned, there is usually no such 
change. “Interrogated suspects who have previously been 
convicted of crime live in prison.” Shatzer, 559 U. S., at 113. 
For a person serving a term of incarceration, we reasoned in 
Shatzer, the ordinary restrictions of prison life, while no 
doubt unpleasant, are expected and familiar and thus do not 
involve the same “inherently compelling pressures” that are 
often present when a suspect is yanked from familiar sur­
roundings in the outside world and subjected to interroga­
tion in a police station. Id., at 103 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). 

Second, a prisoner, unlike a person who has not been sen­
tenced to a term of incarceration, is unlikely to be lured into 
speaking by a longing for prompt release. When a person 
is arrested and taken to a station house for interrogation, 
the person who is questioned may be pressured to speak by 
the hope that, after doing so, he will be allowed to leave and 
go home. On the other hand, when a prisoner is questioned, 
he knows that when the questioning ceases, he will remain 
under confinement. Id., at 124, n. 8. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



512 HOWES v. FIELDS 

Opinion of the Court 

Third, a prisoner, unlike a person who has not been con­
victed and sentenced, knows that the law enforcement offi­
cers who question him probably lack the authority to affect 
the duration of his sentence. Id., at 113–114. And “where 
the possibility of parole exists,” the interrogating officers 
probably also lack the power to bring about an early release. 
Ibid. “When the suspect has no reason to think that the 
listeners have official power over him, it should not be 
assumed that his words are motivated by the reaction he 
expects from his listeners.” Perkins, 496 U. S., at 297. 
Under such circumstances, there is little “basis for the as­
sumption that a suspect . . . will feel compelled to speak 
by the fear of reprisal for remaining silent or in the hope 
of [a] more lenient treatment should he confess.” Id., at 
296–297. 

In short, standard conditions of confinement and associ­
ated restrictions on freedom will not necessarily implicate 
the same interests that the Court sought to protect when it 
afforded special safeguards to persons subjected to custodial 
interrogation. Thus, service of a term of imprisonment, 
without more, is not enough to constitute Miranda custody. 

B 

The two other elements included in the Court of Appeals’ 
rule—questioning in private and questioning about events 
that took place outside the prison—are likewise insufficient. 

Taking a prisoner aside for questioning—as opposed to 
questioning the prisoner in the presence of fellow inmates— 
does not necessarily convert a “noncustodial situation . . . to 
one in which Miranda applies.” Mathiason, 429 U. S., at 
495. When a person who is not serving a prison term is ques­
tioned, isolation may contribute to a coercive atmosphere 
by preventing family members, friends, and others who may 
be sympathetic from providing either advice or emotional 
support. And without any such assistance, the person who 
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is questioned may feel overwhelming pressure to speak and 
to refrain from asking that the interview be terminated. 

By contrast, questioning a prisoner in private does not 
generally remove the prisoner from a supportive atmos­
phere. Fellow inmates are by no means necessarily friends. 
On the contrary, they may be hostile and, for a variety of 
reasons, may react negatively to what the questioning re­
veals. In the present case, for example, would respondent 
have felt more at ease if he had been questioned in the pres­
ence of other inmates about the sexual abuse of an adolescent 
boy? Isolation from the general prison population is often 
in the best interest of the interviewee and, in any event, 
does not suggest on its own the atmosphere of coercion that 
concerned the Court in Miranda. 

It is true that taking a prisoner aside for questioning may 
necessitate some additional limitations on his freedom of 
movement. A prisoner may, for example, be removed from 
an exercise yard and taken, under close guard, to the room 
where the interview is to be held. But such procedures are 
an ordinary and familiar attribute of life behind bars. Es­
corts and special security precautions may be standard pro­
cedures regardless of the purpose for which an inmate is 
removed from his regular routine and taken to a special loca­
tion. For example, ordinary prison procedure may require 
such measures when a prisoner is led to a meeting with an 
attorney. 

Finally, we fail to see why questioning about criminal ac­
tivity outside the prison should be regarded as having a sig­
nificantly greater potential for coercion than questioning 
under otherwise identical circumstances about criminal ac­
tivity within the prison walls. In both instances, there is 
the potential for additional criminal liability and punishment. 
If anything, the distinction would seem to cut the other way, 
as an inmate who confesses to misconduct that occurred 
within the prison may also incur administrative penalties, 
but even this is not enough to tip the scale in the direction 
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of custody. “The threat to a citizen’s Fifth Amendment 
rights that Miranda was designed to neutralize” is neither 
mitigated nor magnified by the location of the conduct about 
which questions are asked. Berkemer, 468 U. S., at 435, 
n. 22. 

For these reasons, the Court of Appeals’ categorical rule 
is unsound. 

IV 

A 

When a prisoner is questioned, the determination of cus­
tody should focus on all of the features of the interrogation. 
These include the language that is used in summoning the 
prisoner to the interview and the manner in which the inter­
rogation is conducted. See Yarborough, 541 U. S., at 665. 
An inmate who is removed from the general prison popula­
tion for questioning and is “thereafter . . . subjected to treat­
ment” in connection with the interrogation “that renders 
him ‘in custody’ for practical purposes . . . will be entitled 
to the full panoply of protections prescribed by Miranda.” 
Berkemer, 468 U. S., at 440. 

“Fidelity to the doctrine announced in Miranda requires 
that it be enforced strictly, but only in those types of situa­
tions in which the concerns that powered the decision are 
implicated.” Id., at 437; see Shatzer, 559 U. S., at 108; Ma­
thiason, supra, at 495. Confessions voluntarily made by 
prisoners in other situations should not be suppressed. 
“Voluntary confessions are not merely a proper element in 
law enforcement, they are an unmitigated good, essential to 
society’s compelling interest in finding, convicting, and pun­
ishing those who violate the law.” Shatzer, supra, at 108 
(internal quotation marks and citations omitted). 

B 

The record in this case reveals that respondent was not 
taken into custody for purposes of Miranda. To be sure, 
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respondent did not invite the interview or consent to it in 
advance, and he was not advised that he was free to decline 
to speak with the deputies. The following facts also lend 
some support to respondent’s argument that Miranda’s cus­
tody requirement was met: The interview lasted for between 
five and seven hours in the evening and continued well past 
the hour when respondent generally went to bed; the dep­
uties who questioned respondent were armed; and one of 
the deputies, according to respondent, “[u]sed a very sharp 
tone,” App. to Pet. for Cert. 76a, and, on one occasion, pro­
fanity, see id., at 77a. 

These circumstances, however, were offset by others. 
Most important, respondent was told at the outset of the 
interrogation, and was reminded again thereafter, that he 
could leave and go back to his cell whenever he wanted. See 
id., at 89a–90a (“I was told I could get up and leave whenever 
I wanted”); id., at 70a–71a. Moreover, respondent was not 
physically restrained or threatened and was interviewed in 
a well-lit, average-sized conference room, where he was “not 
uncomfortable.” Id., at 90a; see id., at 71a, 88a–89a. He 
was offered food and water, and the door to the conference 
room was sometimes left open. See id., at 70a, 74a. “All 
of these objective facts are consistent with an interrogation 
environment in which a reasonable person would have felt 
free to terminate the interview and leave.” Yarborough, 
supra, at 664–665. 

Because he was in prison, respondent was not free to leave 
the conference room by himself and to make his own way 
through the facility to his cell. Instead, he was escorted to 
the conference room and, when he ultimately decided to end 
the interview, he had to wait about 20 minutes for a correc­
tions officer to arrive and escort him to his cell. But he 
would have been subject to this same restraint even if he 
had been taken to the conference room for some reason other 
than police questioning; under no circumstances could he 
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have reasonably expected to be able to roam free.6 And 
while respondent testified that he “was told . . . if I did not 
want to cooperate, I needed to go back to my cell,” these 
words did not coerce cooperation by threatening harsher con­
ditions. App. to Pet. for Cert. 71a; see id., at 89a (“I was 
told, if I didn’t want to cooperate, I could leave”). Return­
ing to his cell would merely have returned him to his usual 
environment. See Shatzer, supra, at 113 (“Interrogated 

6 Respondent did not testify to the contrary. The following colloquy 
occurred at his Miranda hearing:
 
“Q. You’re not generally allowed to just roam around Lenawee County
 
Jail on your own, are you?
 
“A. No, I never have.
 
“Q. So wouldn’t it make sense to you, since you had that experience, that
 
in fact you would have been escorted just like you were escorted . . . into
 
this conference room?
 
“A. That makes common sense.
 
“Q. So when they said that you were free to leave and you get up—could
 
get up and go and all you had to do was tell them you wanted to go, in
 
your mind, did you understand that to mean that somebody would come
 
get you and take you back to your cell?
 
“A. But that doesn’t give me freedom to just get up and walk away.
 
“Q. I understand it doesn’t—
 
“A. So, no.
 
“Q. The question is this, sir, not whether you had freedom to get up and
 
walk away, but did you understand that what that meant was that a jailer
 
would come get you and—
 
“A. No—
 
“Q. —take you back to your cell?
 
“A. I did not understand that.
 
“Q. You didn’t?
 
“A. No.
 
“Q. Why not? That’s how you got there.
 
“A. Because I did not know if a jailer would take me back or if one of
 
those gentlemen would take me back.
 
“Q. But you understood that, if you asked, one of them or a jailer would
 
take you back to your cell?
 
“A. I assumed that.
 
“Q. And you believed that to be true?
 
“A. I assumed that.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 91a–92a.
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suspects who have previously been convicted of crime live 
in prison. When they are released back into the general 
prison population, they return to their accustomed surround­
ings and daily routine—they regain the degree of control 
they had over their lives prior to the interrogation”). 

Taking into account all of the circumstances of the ques­
tioning—including especially the undisputed fact that re­
spondent was told that he was free to end the questioning 
and to return to his cell—we hold that respondent was not 
in custody within the meaning of Miranda. 

* * *
 

The judgment of the Court of Appeals is
 
Reversed. 

Justice Ginsburg, with whom Justice Breyer and Jus­
tice Sotomayor join, concurring in part and dissenting in 
part. 

Given this Court’s controlling decisions on what counts as 
“custody” for Miranda purposes, I agree that the law is not 
“clearly established” in respondent Fields’s favor. See, e. g., 
Maryland v. Shatzer, 559 U. S. 98, 112–114 (2010); Thomp­
son v. Keohane, 516 U. S. 99, 112 (1995). But I disagree 
with the Court’s further determination that Fields was 
not in custody under Miranda. Were the case here on di­
rect review, I would vote to hold that Miranda precludes 
the State’s introduction of Fields’s confession as evidence 
against him. 

Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U. S. 436 (1966), reacted to police 
interrogation tactics that eroded the Fifth Amendment’s ban 
on compulsory self-incrimination. The opinion did so by re­
quiring interrogators to convey to suspects the now-familiar 
warnings: The suspect is to be informed, prior to interroga­
tion, that he “has a right to remain silent, that any statement 
he does make may be used as evidence against him, and that 
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he has a right to the presence of an attorney, either retained 
or appointed.” Id., at 444. 

Under what circumstances are Miranda warnings re­
quired? Miranda tells us “in all settings in which [a per­
son’s] freedom of action is curtailed in any significant way.” 
Id., at 467. Given the reality that police interrogators 
“trad[e] on the weakness of individuals,” i. e., their “insecu­
rity about [themselves] or [their] surroundings,” id., at 455, 
the Court found the preinterrogation warnings set out in 
the opinion “indispensable,” id., at 469. Those warnings, 
the Court elaborated, are “an absolute prerequisite in over­
coming the inherent pressures of the interrogation atmos­
phere,” id., at 468; they “insure” that the suspect is timely 
told of his Fifth Amendment privilege, and his freedom to 
exercise it, id., at 469. 

Fields, serving time for disorderly conduct, was, of course, 
“i[n] custody,” but not “for purposes of Miranda,” the Court 
concludes. Ante, at 514. I would not train, as the Court 
does, on the question whether there can be custody within 
custody. Instead, I would ask, as Miranda put it, whether 
Fields was subjected to “incommunicado interrogation . . . in 
a police-dominated atmosphere,” 384 U. S., at 445, whether he 
was placed, against his will, in an inherently stressful situa­
tion, see id., at 468, and whether his “freedom of action [was] 
curtailed in any significant way,” id., at 467. Those should 
be the key questions, and to each I would answer “Yes.” 

As the Court acknowledges, Fields did not invite or con­
sent to the interview. Ante, at 514–515. He was removed 
from his cell in the evening, taken to a conference room in 
the sheriff ’s quarters, and questioned by two armed deputies 
long into the night and early morning. Ibid. He was not 
told at the outset that he had the right to decline to speak 
with the deputies. Ibid. Shut in with the armed officers, 
Fields felt “trapped.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 71a. Although 
told he could return to his cell if he did not want to cooper­
ate, id., at 71a–72a, Fields believed the deputies “would not 
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have allowed [him] to leave the room,” id., at 72a. And with 
good reason. More than once, “he told the officers . . . he 
did not want to speak with them anymore.” 617 F. 3d 813, 
815 (CA6 2010). He was given water, App. to Pet. for Cert. 
74a, but not his evening medications, id., at 79a.* Yet the 
Court concludes that Fields was in “an interrogation envi­
ronment in which a reasonable person would have felt free to 
terminate the interview and leave.” Ante, at 515 (quoting 
Yarborough v. Alvarado, 541 U. S. 652, 665 (2004)). 

Critical to the Court’s judgment is “the undisputed fact 
that [Fields] was told that he was free to end the questioning 
and to return to his cell.” Ante, at 517. Never mind the 
facts suggesting that Fields’s submission to the overnight 
interview was anything but voluntary. Was Fields “held for 
interrogation”? See Miranda, 384 U. S., at 471. Brought 
to, and left alone with, the gun-bearing deputies, he surely 
was in my judgment. 

Miranda instructed that such a person “must be clearly 
informed that he has the right to consult with a lawyer and 
to have the lawyer with him during interrogation.” Ibid. 
Those warnings, along with “warnings of the right to remain 
silent and that anything stated can be used in evidence 
against [the speaker],” Miranda explained, are necessary 
“prerequisite[s] to [an] interrogation” compatible with the 
Fifth Amendment. Ibid. Today, for people already in 
prison, the Court finds it adequate for the police to say: 
“You are free to terminate this interrogation and return to 
your cell.” Such a statement is no substitute for one ensur­
ing that an individual is aware of his rights. 

For the reasons stated, I would hold that the “incommuni­
cado interrogation [of Fields] in a police-dominated atmos­
phere,” id., at 445, without informing him of his rights, 
dishonored the Fifth Amendment privilege Miranda was 
designed to safeguard. 

*Each night, Fields took an antidepressant and, due to his kidney trans­
plant surgery, two antirejection medications. App. to Pet. for Cert. 79a. 
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Syllabus 

WETZEL, SECRETARY, PENNSYLVANIA
 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS,
 

et al. v. LAMBERT
 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the united 
states court of appeals for the third circuit 

No. 11–38. Decided February 24, 2012 

Respondent James Lambert was convicted and sentenced to death for the 
murder of two patrons during a robbery of Prince’s Lounge in Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania. One of the Commonwealth’s primary witnesses at 
trial was Bernard Jackson, who admitted to being involved in the rob­
bery and identified Lambert as an accomplice. Almost 20 years later, 
Lambert sought state postconviction relief, claiming that the Common­
wealth violated Brady v. Maryland, 373 U. S. 83, by failing to disclose 
a “police activity sheet” containing allegedly exculpatory notations, in­
cluding one indicating that Jackson had identified a “Lawrence Wood-
lock” as a “co-defendant” and that Woodlock’s photo had been shown to 
Prince’s Lounge robbery witnesses. Lambert claimed that he could 
have used the activity sheet to impeach Jackson’s trial testimony, but 
the Commonwealth countered that the ambiguous notation did not 
specify whether Woodlock was a co-defendant in the Prince’s Lounge 
robbery or in one of the dozen other robberies Jackson admitted to 
perpetrating. 

Agreeing with the Commonwealth, the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
rejected Lambert’s claim. It also concluded that, as impeachment evi­
dence, the document’s value was needlessly cumulative. Lambert’s sub­
sequent federal habeas petition was denied by the District Court on the 
ground that the state court’s determination was reasonable. The Third 
Circuit reversed, holding that the document would have opened a new 
line of impeachment and ordering the Commonwealth either to retry 
Lambert or to release him from custody. 

Held: The Third Circuit failed to follow the requirements of the Antiter­
rorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996, which precludes a fed­
eral court from granting habeas relief to a state prisoner unless the 
state court’s adjudication of his claim involved an unreasonable applica­
tion of federal law, 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). Here, the Third Circuit 
overlooked the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s determination that the 
notations were ambiguous, focusing solely on its holding regarding their 
use as impeachment evidence. But, if the state court’s conclusion about 
the document’s content was reasonable—and it may well be, given, e. g., 
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that the activity sheet did not explicitly link Woodlock to the Prince’s 
Lounge robbery—whatever it had to say about the document’s value as 
impeachment evidence would be beside the point. 

Certiorari granted; 633 F. 3d 126, vacated and remanded. 

Per Curiam. 
James Lambert was convicted and sentenced to death in 

1984 for the murder of two patrons during a robbery of 
Prince’s Lounge in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. One of the 
Commonwealth’s primary witnesses at Lambert’s trial was 
Bernard Jackson, who admitted to being involved in the rob­
bery and identified Bruce Reese and Lambert as his accom­
plices. Almost 20 years later, Lambert brought a claim for 
postconviction relief in Pennsylvania state court, alleging 
that the Commonwealth had failed to disclose, inter alia, a 
“police activity sheet” in violation of Brady v. Maryland, 373 
U. S. 83 (1963). This document, dated October 25, 1982, 
noted that a photo display containing a picture of an individ­
ual named Lawrence Woodlock was shown to two witnesses 
to the Prince’s Lounge robbery, but that “[n]o identification 
was made.” Exh. 1, App. to Brief in Opposition. The docu­
ment further noted that “Mr. WOODLOCK is named as co-
defendant” by Jackson, who was in custody at the time on 
several charges and had admitted to involvement in at least 
13 armed robberies of bars. Ibid. The activity sheet did 
not indicate whether Jackson’s reference was to the Prince’s 
Lounge crime or one of the others. The sheet bore the 
names of the law enforcement officers involved in the investi­
gation of the Prince’s Lounge robbery. It also bore the 
names of the robbery’s murder victims, as well as the police 
case numbers for those murders. The Commonwealth has 
identified no evidence that Woodlock was ever investigated 
for any other robbery, or that his photo was shown to a wit­
ness in any other robbery. 

Lambert claimed that the activity sheet was exculpatory, 
because it suggested that someone other than or in addition 
to him, Jackson, and Reese was involved in the Prince’s 
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Lounge crime. Commonwealth v. Lambert, 584 Pa. 461, 
472, 884 A. 2d 848, 855 (2005). Lambert also argued that 
he could have used the activity sheet to impeach Jackson’s 
testimony at trial, because the statement attributed to Jack­
son suggested that Jackson had identified Woodlock as a par­
ticipant prior to identifying Lambert. Ibid. 

The Commonwealth countered that the asserted “ ‘state­
ment’ ” by Jackson reflected in the activity sheet was in 
fact nothing more than an “ ‘ambiguously worded nota­
tion.’ ” Ibid. The Commonwealth argued that this nota­
tion simply indicated that Jackson had named Woodlock as a 
“co-defendant” in some incident, without specifying whether 
Woodlock was said to be involved in the Prince’s Lounge rob­
bery or one of the dozen other robberies in which Jackson 
had admitted participating. In this regard, the Common­
wealth noted that Woodlock’s name was not mentioned any­
where else in the police records, trial proceedings, or Jack­
son’s statements about the Prince’s Lounge robbery. As the 
Commonwealth has put it, “it seems likely that Jackson iden­
tified [Woodlock] as a participant in one of his many other 
robberies, and police simply confirmed that Woodlock had 
nothing to do with this case.” Reply to Brief in Opposi­
tion 2. The Commonwealth “further note[d]” that the docu­
ment would not have advanced any impeachment of Jackson, 
because he had already been extensively impeached at trial. 
Lambert, 584 Pa., at 472, 884 A. 2d, at 855. Thus, according 
to the Commonwealth, the “ambiguous reference to Wood-
lock” would not have discredited Jackson any further. Ibid. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court agreed with the Com­
monwealth and unanimously re jected Lambert’s Brady 
claim, holding that the disputed document was not material. 
584 Pa., at 472–473, 848 A. 2d, at 855–856. The court con­
cluded that there was no reasonable probability that the result 
of Lambert’s trial would have been different had the document 
been disclosed. Ibid. See Strickler v. Greene, 527 U. S. 
263, 281 (1999). Calling Lambert’s claim that the reference 
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to Woodlock “automatically” meant someone else was in­
volved in the Prince’s Lounge robbery “purely speculative at 
best,” the court noted that “the police must not have had 
reason to consider Woodlock a potential codefendant in this 
case as his name is not mentioned anywhere else in the po­
lice investigation files.” 584 Pa., at 473, 884 A. 2d, at 
855. “Moreover,” the court continued, the document “would 
not have materially furthered the impeachment of Jackson 
at trial as he was already extensively impeached by both 
[Lambert] and Reese.” Ibid. 

Lambert filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania under 28 U. S. C. § 2254, 
claiming, inter alia, that the Commonwealth’s failure to dis­
close the document violated his rights under Brady. The 
District Court denied the writ, holding that the state courts’ 
determination that the notations “were not exculpatory or 
impeaching” was “reasonable.” Lambert v. Beard, Civ. Ac­
tion No. 02–9034 (July 24, 2007), App. to Pet. for Cert. 
34, 36. The court explained that “[t]he various notations 
and statements which [Lambert] claims the Commonwealth 
should have disclosed are entirely ambiguous, and would 
have required the state courts to speculate to conclude they 
were favorable for Lambert and material to his guilt or pun­
ishment.” Id., at 36. 

On appeal, however, the Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit reversed and granted the writ. 633 F. 3d 126 (2011). 
The Third Circuit concluded that it was “patently unreason­
able” for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court to presume that 
whenever a witness is impeached in one manner, any other 
impeachment evidence would be immaterial. Id., at 134. 
According to the Third Circuit, the notation that Jackson had 
identified Woodlock as a “co-defendant” would have “opened 
an entirely new line of impeachment” because the prosecutor 
at trial had relied on the fact that Jackson had consistently 
named Lambert as the third participant in the robbery. Id., 
at 135. The Commonwealth petitioned for certiorari. 
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The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 
1996 (AEDPA) precludes a federal court from granting 
a writ of habeas corpus to a state prisoner unless the 
state court’s adjudication of his claim “resulted in a decision 
that was contrary to, or involved an unreasonable appli­
cation of, clearly established Federal law, as determined 
by the Supreme Court of the United States.” 28 U. S. C. 
§ 2254(d)(1). “Under § 2254(d), a habeas court must deter­
mine what arguments or theories supported . . . the state 
court’s decision; and then it must ask whether it is possible 
fairminded jurists could disagree that those arguments or 
theories are inconsistent with the holding in a prior decision 
of this Court.” Harrington v. Richter, 562 U. S. 86, 102 
(2011). 

In this case, however, the Third Circuit overlooked the 
determination of the state courts that the notations were, as 
the District Court put it, “not exculpatory or impeaching” 
but instead “entirely ambiguous.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 34, 
36. Instead, the Third Circuit focused solely on the alterna­
tive ground that any impeachment value that might have 
been obtained from the notations would have been cumula­
tive. If the conclusion in the state courts about the content 
of the document was reasonable—not necessarily correct, 
but reasonable—whatever those courts had to say about cu­
mulative impeachment evidence would be beside the point. 
The failure of the Third Circuit even to address the “ambigu­
ous” nature of the notations, and the “speculat[ive]” nature 
of Lambert’s reading of them, is especially surprising, given 
that this was the basis of the District Court ruling. Id., 
at 36.* 

*The dissent emphasizes that the activity sheet was prepared for the 
investigation into the Prince’s Lounge crime. Post, at 526 (opinion of 
Breyer, J.). No one disputes that. The ambiguity at issue concerns 
whether Jackson’s statement referred to that crime, or one of his many 
others. The dissent also finds “no suggestion” that the state courts be­
lieved Jackson’s reference to Woodlock “contained the argued ambigu­
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The Court of Appeals ordered that Lambert, convicted of 
capital murder nearly 30 years ago, be set free unless the 
Commonwealth retried him within 120 days. It did so be­
cause of a police activity sheet noting that Jackson had iden­
tified Woodlock as a “co-defendant,” and bearing other in­
formation associating the sheet with the Prince’s Lounge 
robbery. The Court of Appeals, however, failed to address 
the state court ruling that the reference to Woodlock was 
ambiguous and any connection to the Prince’s Lounge rob­
bery speculative. That ruling—on which we do not now 
opine—may well be reasonable, given that (1) the activity 
sheet did not explicitly link Woodlock to the Prince’s Lounge 
robbery, (2) Jackson had committed a dozen other such rob­
beries, (3) Jackson was being held on several charges when 
the activity sheet was prepared, (4) Woodlock’s name ap­
peared nowhere else in the Prince’s Lounge files, and (5) the 
two witnesses from the Prince’s Lounge robbery who were 
shown Woodlock’s photo did not identify him as involved in 
that crime. 

Any retrial here would take place three decades after the 
crime, posing the most daunting difficulties for the prose­
cution. That burden should not be imposed unless each 
ground supporting the state court decision is examined and 
found to be unreasonable under AEDPA. 

ity.” Post, at 527. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court, however, recog­
nized the Commonwealth’s argument that Jackson could have named 
Woodlock as a codefendant in some other robbery, and concluded that 
“[t]he Commonwealth accurately notes that the police must not have had 
reason to consider Woodlock a potential codefendant in this case as his 
name is not mentioned anywhere else in the police investigation files.” 
Commonwealth v. Lambert, 584 Pa. 461, 473, 884 A. 2d 848, 855 (2005). 
The only state court ruling the Third Circuit addressed—the conclusion 
that any impeachment evidence would have been cumulative—was one 
the state court introduced with “[m]oreover,” confirming that it was an 
alternative basis for its decision. Ibid. And the District Court certainly 
understood the state court decisions to have considered the reference am­
biguous. See App. to Pet. for Cert. 36. 
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The petition for certiorari and respondent’s motion to pro­
ceed in forma pauperis are granted. The judgment of the 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit is vacated, and 
the case is remanded for proceedings consistent with this 
opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Breyer, with whom Justice Ginsburg and Jus­
tice Kagan join, dissenting. 

The Court grants the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s pe­
tition for certiorari and sends this case back to the Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit, primarily because the Court 
believes that the “Circuit overlooked the determination of 
the state courts that the [police] notations were . . . ‘entirely 
ambiguous.’ ” Ante, at 524 (quoting App. to Pet. for Cert. 
34, 36). I cannot agree. 

For one thing, I cannot accept that the “notations” at issue 
are “entirely ambiguous.” I attach a copy of the relevant 
police notation. See Appendix, infra. The notation clearly 
refers to this case, not to some other case. It sets forth 
the file number of this investigation, the investigators of this 
crime, the victims of this murder, and the potential witnesses 
of these events. It does not refer specifically to any other 
robbery. The notation says that “[a] [p]hoto display was 
shown to . . . [witnesses in this case],” and it specifies that 
the “[p]hoto display contained a Lawrence WOODLOCK.” 
In this context, the words must refer to a display that in­
cluded persons potentially involved in this robbery. That 
being so, the most natural reading of the statement, “Mr. 
WOODLOCK is named as co-defendant by Bernard JACK­
SON,” is that it too refers to this murder and not to some 
other crime. Ibid. 

For another thing, the Circuit did not “overloo[k] the de­
termination of the state courts that the notations were . . . 
‘ambiguous.’ ” Ante, at 524 (quoting the Federal District 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 520 (2012) 527 

Breyer, J., dissenting 

Court, App. to Pet. for Cert. 34, 36; emphasis added). There 
were no such state-court “determination[s].” Ante, at 524. 
Rather, the state trial court wrote that the notation was not 
material for Brady purposes only because “Jackson was com­
prehensively impeached” at trial and “it is not reasonable to 
believe that Jackson’s further inconsistency found only in 
a police activity sheet and not in any of his statements to 
police would have caused the jury to discredit him.” Record 
228 (emphasis added). As the italicized words make clear, 
if the trial court expressed any view about ambiguity, it 
thought that the police notation was not ambiguous. 

The Pennsylvania Supreme Court did point out that the 
Commonwealth argued that the document was “ ‘ambigu­
ously worded.’ ” Commonwealth v. Lambert, 584 Pa. 461, 
472, 884 A. 2d 848, 855 (2005). But the court did not adopt 
this rationale. Rather, it found the document not material 
with respect to impeachment because “[a]ny additional im­
peachment of Jackson arising from a police notation would 
have been cumulative.” Id., at 473, 884 A. 2d, at 856. The 
Third Circuit disagreed with the state courts in respect to 
this last-mentioned holding. But this Court does not take 
issue with the Third Circuit on this point. The Court points 
out, instead, that the Pennsylvania Supreme Court used the 
word “ ‘speculative.’ ” Ante, at 523. But in context it is 
clear that the court used that word to refer to Lambert’s 
claim that the notation showed that he was innocent. With 
respect to that claim (not at issue here), the court wrote: 
“[Lambert’s] claim that Jackson’s reference to Woodlock au­
tomatically means that someone other than himself com­
mitted the shootings and robbery is purely speculative at 
best.” 584 Pa., at 473, 884 A. 2d, at 855. And it supported 
the “speculative” nature of the innocence claim by pointing 
out that Woodlock’s name “is not mentioned anywhere else 
in the police investigation files.” Ibid. There is no sugges­
tion that the notation contained the argued ambiguity. 
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Breyer, J., dissenting 

Finally, the Circuit questioned the strength of the case 
against Lambert. See Lambert v. Beard, 633 F. 3d 126, 
135–136 (CA3 2011). It pointed out that the case against 
Lambert was largely based on Jackson’s testimony, explain­
ing that “without Jackson’s statements to the police, the 
Commonwealth could not have indicted Lambert on these 
charges.” Id., at 131. Yet Jackson had made “four prior 
inconsistent statements to the police about who did what and 
who said what on the night in question,” and he had admitted 
that his goal in testifying was “to save himself from a death 
sentence.” Ibid. The Circuit could not “help but observe 
that the evidence is very strong that Reese, not Lambert, 
was the shooter, even assuming that Lambert (and not Jack­
son, as two of the barmaids testified) was in the Prince’s 
Lounge that night.” Id., at 135. The Circuit stated: “One 
wonders how the Commonwealth could have based this case 
of first-degree murder on a Bernard Jackson.” Id., at 131. 
These statements suggest that the Commonwealth’s case 
against Lambert was unusually weak. If the Common­
wealth was wrong, an innocent man has spent almost 30 
years in prison under sentence of death for a crime he did 
not commit. 

We do not normally consider questions of the type pre­
sented here, namely, fact-specific questions about whether 
a lower court properly applied the well-established legal 
principles that it sets forth in its opinion. See Kyles v. 
Whitley, 514 U. S. 419, 460 (1995) (Scalia, J., dissenting) 
(An “intensely fact-specific case in which the court below 
unquestionably applied the correct rule of law and did not 
unquestionably err” is “precisely the type of case in which 
we are most inclined to deny certiorari”). And, for the rea­
sons I have stated, I believe the Court is ill advised to grant 
certiorari in this case. 

I would deny the Commonwealth’s petition for a writ of 
certiorari. 
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Syllabus 

MARMET HEALTH CARE CENTER, INC., et al. v.
 
BROWN et al.
 

on petition for writ of certiorari to the supreme 
court of appeals of west virginia 

No. 11–391. Decided February 21, 2012* 

Respondents Brown, Taylor, and Marchio each filed negligence suits 
against West Virginia nursing homes in state court. A trial court dis­
missed the suits by Brown and Taylor based on identical binding arbitra­
tion agreements. On appeal, the West Virginia Supreme Court of Ap­
peals consolidated those cases with Marchio’s case, which also involved 
a mandatory arbitration agreement. The court held that predispute ar­
bitration agreements involving claims alleging personal injury or 
wrongful death against nursing homes were unenforceable as a matter 
of public policy under state law, and that such public policy was not pre­
empted by the Federal Arbitration Act (FAA). 

Held: The FAA pre-empts West Virginia’s public policy categorically pro­
hibiting the enforcement of all predispute arbitration agreements that 
apply to personal-injury or wrongful-death claims against nursing 
homes. The State Supreme Court of Appeals’ interpretation was both 
incorrect and inconsistent with this Court’s clear instruction that the 
FAA requires, without exception, that courts “enforce the bargain of 
the parties to arbitrate,” Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. Byrd, 470 U. S. 
213, 217. “When state law prohibits the arbitration of a particular type 
of claim, . . . [t]he conflicting rule is displaced by the FAA.” AT&T 
Mobility LLC v. Concepcion, 563 U. S. 333, 341. That instruction re­
solves these cases: By categorically prohibiting arbitration of a particu­
lar type of claim, West Virginia’s rule is contrary to the terms and cover­
age of the FAA. The State Supreme Court is to consider on remand 
whether the particular arbitration clauses in Brown’s and Taylor’s cases 
are unenforceable under state common-law principles that are not spe­
cific to arbitration and thus are not pre-empted by the FAA. 

Certiorari granted; 228 W. Va. 646, 724 S. E. 2d 250, vacated and 
remanded. 

Per Curiam.
 
State and federal courts must enforce the Federal Arbitra­

tion Act (FAA), 9 U. S. C. § 1 et seq., with respect to all 

*Together with No. 11–394, Clarksburg Nursing Home & Rehabilita­
tion Center, LLC, dba Clarksburg Continuous Care Center, et al. v. 
Marchio, also on certiorari to the same court. 
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arbitration agreements covered by that statute. Here, the 
Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, by misreading 
and disregarding the precedents of this Court interpreting 
the FAA, did not follow controlling federal law implementing 
that basic principle. The state court held unenforceable all 
predispute arbitration agreements that apply to claims al­
leging personal injury or wrongful death against nursing 
homes. 

The decision of the state court found the FAA’s coverage 
to be more limited than mandated by this Court’s previous 
cases. The decision of the State Supreme Court of Appeals 
must be vacated. When this Court has fulfilled its duty to 
interpret federal law, a state court may not contradict or 
fail to implement the rule so established. See U. S. Const., 
Art. VI, cl. 2. 

I 

This litigation involves three negligence suits against 
nursing homes in West Virginia. The suits were brought by 
Clayton Brown, Jeffrey Taylor, and Sharon Marchio. In 
each case, a family member of a patient requiring extensive 
nursing care had signed an agreement with a nursing home 
on behalf of the patient. The relevant parts of the agree­
ments in Brown’s case and Taylor’s case were identical. The 
contracts included a clause requiring the parties to arbitrate 
all disputes, other than claims to collect late payments owed 
by the patient. The contracts included a provision holding 
the party filing the arbitration responsible for paying a filing 
fee in accordance with the Rules of the American Arbitration 
Association fee schedules. The agreement in Marchio’s case 
also included a clause requiring arbitration but made no ex­
ceptions to the arbitration requirement and did not mention 
filing fees. 

In each of the three cases, a family member of a patient 
who had died sued the nursing home in state court, alleging 
that negligence caused injuries or harm resulting in death. 
A state trial court dismissed the suits by Brown and Taylor 
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based on the agreements to arbitrate. The Supreme Court 
of Appeals of West Virginia consolidated those cases with 
Marchio’s, which was before the court on other issues. 

In a decision concerning all three cases, the state court 
held that “as a matter of public policy under West Virginia 
law, an arbitration clause in a nursing home admission agree­
ment adopted prior to an occurrence of negligence that re­
sults in a personal injury or wrongful death, shall not be 
enforced to compel arbitration of a dispute concerning the 
negligence.” Brown v. Genesis Healthcare Corp., 228 W. Va. 
646, 688, 724 S. E. 2d 250, 292 (2011). The state court con­
sidered whether the state public policy was pre-empted by 
the FAA. The state court found unpersuasive this Court’s 
interpretation of the FAA, calling it “tendentious,” id., at 
674, 724 S. E. 2d, at 278, and “created from whole cloth,” id., 
at 675, 724 S. E. 2d, at 279. It later concluded that “Con­
gress did not intend for the FAA to be, in any way, applicable 
to personal injury or wrongful death suits that only collater­
ally derive from a written agreement that evidences a trans­
action affecting interstate commerce, particularly where the 
agreement involves a service that is a practical necessity for 
members of the public,” id., at 687, 724 S. E. 2d, at 291. The 
court thus concluded that the FAA does not pre-empt the 
state public policy against predispute arbitration agreements 
that apply to claims of personal injury or wrongful death 
against nursing homes. 

The West Virginia court’s interpretation of the FAA was 
both incorrect and inconsistent with clear instruction in the 
precedents of this Court. The FAA provides that a “written 
provision in . . . a contract evidencing a transaction involving 
commerce to settle by arbitration a controversy thereafter 
arising out of such contract or transaction . . . shall be valid, 
irrevocable, and enforceable, save upon such grounds as exist 
at law or in equity for the revocation of any contract.” 
9 U. S. C. § 2. The statute’s text includes no exception 
for personal-injury or wrongful-death claims. It “requires 
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courts to enforce the bargain of the parties to arbitrate.” 
Dean Witter Reynolds Inc. v. Byrd, 470 U. S. 213, 217 (1985). 
It “reflects an emphatic federal policy in favor of arbitral 
dispute resolution.” KPMG LLP v. Cocchi, ante, at 21 
(per curiam) (quoting Mitsubishi Motors Corp. v. Soler 
Chrysler-Plymouth, Inc., 473 U. S. 614, 631 (1985); internal 
quotation marks omitted). 

As this Court reaffirmed last Term, “[w]hen state law pro­
hibits outright the arbitration of a particular type of claim, 
the analysis is straightforward: The conflicting rule is dis­
placed by the FAA.” AT&T Mobility LLC v. Concepcion, 
563 U. S. 333, 341 (2011). That rule resolves these cases. 
West Virginia’s prohibition against predispute agreements to 
arbitrate personal-injury or wrongful-death claims against 
nursing homes is a categorical rule prohibiting arbitration of 
a particular type of claim, and that rule is contrary to the 
terms and coverage of the FAA. See ibid. See also, e. g., 
Preston v. Ferrer, 552 U. S. 346, 356 (2008) (FAA pre-empts 
state law granting state commissioner exclusive jurisdiction 
to decide issue the parties agreed to arbitrate); Mastrobuono 
v. Shearson Lehman Hutton, Inc., 514 U. S. 52, 56 (1995) 
(FAA pre-empts state law requiring judicial resolution of 
claims involving punitive damages); Perry v. Thomas, 482 
U. S. 483, 491 (1987) (FAA pre-empts state-law requirement 
that litigants be provided a judicial forum for wage disputes); 
Southland Corp. v. Keating, 465 U. S. 1, 10 (1984) (FAA pre­
empts state financial investment statute’s prohibition of arbi­
tration of claims brought under that statute). 

II 

The West Virginia court proposed an “alternativ[e]” hold­
ing that the particular arbitration clauses in Brown’s case 
and Taylor’s case were unconscionable. 228 W. Va., at 689– 
690, 691, 724 S. E. 2d, at 293–294, 295. See also id., at 693, 
724 S. E. 2d, at 297 (not addressing the question whether the 
arbitration agreement in Marchio’s case is unenforceable for 
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reasons other than public policy). It is unclear, however, to 
what degree the state court’s alternative holding was influ­
enced by the invalid, categorical rule discussed above, the 
rule against predispute arbitration agreements. For exam­
ple, in its discussion of the alternative holding, the state 
court found the arbitration clauses unconscionable in part 
because a predispute arbitration agreement that applies to 
claims of personal injury or wrongful death against nursing 
homes “clearly violates public policy.” Id., at 690, 724 S. E. 
2d, at 294. 

On remand, the West Virginia court must consider 
whether, absent that general public policy, the arbitration 
clauses in Brown’s case and Taylor’s case are unenforceable 
under state common-law principles that are not specific to 
arbitration and pre-empted by the FAA. 

* * * 

The petitions for certiorari are granted. The judgment of 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia is vacated, 
and the cases are remanded for proceedings not inconsistent 
with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
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MESSERSCHMIDT et al. v. MILLENDER, executor of 
ESTATE OF MILLENDER, DECEASED, et al. 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–704. Argued December 5, 2011—Decided February 22, 2012 

Shelly Kelly was afraid that she would be attacked by her boyfriend, Jerry 
Ray Bowen, while she moved out of her apartment. She therefore re­
quested police protection. Two officers arrived, but they were called 
away to an emergency. As soon as the officers left, Bowen showed up 
at the apartment, yelled “I told you to never call the cops on me bitch!” 
and attacked Kelly, attempting to throw her over a second-story landing. 
After Kelly escaped to her car, Bowen pointed a sawed-off shotgun at 
her and threatened to kill her if she tried to leave. Kelly nonetheless 
sped away as Bowen fired five shots at the car, blowing out one of its 
tires. 

Kelly later met with Detective Curt Messerschmidt to discuss the 
incident. She described the attack in detail, mentioned that Bowen had 
previously assaulted her, that he had ties to the Mona Park Crips gang, 
and that he might be staying at the home of his former foster mother, 
Augusta Millender. Following this conversation, Messerschmidt con­
ducted a detailed investigation, during which he confirmed Bowen’s con­
nection to the Millenders’ home, verified his membership in two gangs, 
and learned that Bowen had been arrested and convicted for numerous 
violent and firearm-related offenses. Based on this investigation, Mes­
serschmidt drafted an application for a warrant authorizing a search of 
the Millenders’ home for all firearms and ammunition, as well as evi­
dence indicating gang membership. 

Messerschmidt included two affidavits in the warrant application. 
The first detailed his extensive law enforcement experience and his spe­
cialized training in gang-related crimes. The second, expressly incor­
porated into the search warrant, described the incident and explained 
why Messerschmidt believed there was probable cause for the search. 
It also requested that the warrant be endorsed for night service because 
of Bowen’s gang ties. Before submitting the application to a magistrate 
for approval, Messerschmidt had it reviewed by his supervisor, Sergeant 
Robert Lawrence, as well as a police lieutenant and a deputy district 
attorney. Messerschmidt then submitted the application to a Magis­
trate, who issued the warrant. The ensuing search uncovered only Mil­
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lender’s shotgun, a California Social Services letter addressed to Bowen, 
and a box of .45-caliber ammunition. 

The Millenders filed an action under 42 U. S. C. § 1983 against petition­
ers Messerschmidt and Lawrence, alleging that the officers had sub­
jected them to an unreasonable search in violation of the Fourth 
Amendment. The District Court granted summary judgment to the 
Millenders, concluding that the firearm and gang material aspects of the 
search warrant were overbroad and that the officers were not entitled to 
qualified immunity from damages. The Ninth Circuit, sitting en banc, 
affirmed the denial of qualified immunity. The court held that the war­
rant’s authorization was unconstitutionally overbroad because the affi­
davits and warrant failed to establish probable cause that the broad 
categories of firearms, firearm-related material, and gang-related mate­
rial were contraband or evidence of a crime, and that a reasonable officer 
would have been aware of the warrant’s deficiency. 

Held: The officers are entitled to qualified immunity. Pp. 546–556. 
(a) Qualified immunity “protects government officials ‘from liability 

for civil damages insofar as their conduct does not violate clearly estab­
lished statutory or constitutional rights of which a reasonable person 
would have known.’ ” Pearson v. Callahan, 555 U. S. 223, 231. Where 
the alleged Fourth Amendment violation involves a search or seizure 
pursuant to a warrant, the fact that a neutral magistrate has issued a 
warrant is the clearest indication that the officers acted in an objectively 
reasonable manner, or in “objective good faith.” United States v. Leon, 
468 U. S. 897, 922–923. Nonetheless, that fact does not end the inquiry 
into objective reasonableness. The Court has recognized an exception 
allowing suit when “it is obvious that no reasonably competent officer 
would have concluded that a warrant should issue.” Malley v. Briggs, 
475 U. S. 335, 341. The “shield of immunity” otherwise conferred by 
the warrant, id., at 345, will be lost, for example, where the warrant 
was “based on an affidavit so lacking in indicia of probable cause as to 
render official belief in its existence entirely unreasonable,” Leon, 468 
U. S., at 923. The threshold for establishing this exception is high. 
“[I]n the ordinary case, an officer cannot be expected to question the 
magistrate’s probable-cause determination” because “[i]t is the magis­
trate’s responsibility to determine whether the officer’s allegations 
establish probable cause and, if so, to issue a warrant comporting in 
form with the requirements of the Fourth Amendment.” Id., at 921. 
Pp. 546−548. 

(b) This case does not fall within that narrow exception. It would 
not be entirely unreasonable for an officer to believe that there was 
probable cause to search for all firearms and firearm-related materials. 
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Under the circumstances set forth in the warrant, an officer could rea­
sonably conclude that there was a “fair probability” that the sawed-off 
shotgun was not the only firearm Bowen owned, Illinois v. Gates, 462 
U. S. 213, 238, and that Bowen’s sawed-off shotgun was illegal. Cf. 26 
U. S. C. §§ 5845(a), 5861(d). Given Bowen’s possession of one illegal gun, 
his gang membership, willingness to use the gun to kill someone, and 
concern about the police, it would not be unreasonable for an officer to 
conclude that Bowen owned other illegal guns. An officer also could 
reasonably believe that seizure of firearms was necessary to prevent 
further assaults on Kelly. California law allows a magistrate to issue a 
search warrant for items “in the possession of any person with the in­
tent to use them as a means of committing a public offense,” Cal. Penal 
Code Ann. § 1524(a)(3), and the warrant application submitted by the 
officers specifically referenced this provision as a basis for the search. 
Pp. 548–549. 

(c) Regarding the warrant’s authorization to search for gang-related 
materials, a reasonable officer could view Bowen’s attack as motivated 
not by the souring of his romantic relationship with Kelly but by a 
desire to prevent her from disclosing details of his gang activity to the 
police. It would therefore not be unreasonable—based on the facts set 
out in the affidavit—for an officer to believe that evidence of Bowen’s 
gang affiliation would prove helpful in prosecuting him for the attack on 
Kelly, in supporting additional, related charges against Bowen for the 
assault, or in impeaching Bowen or rebutting his defenses. Moreover, 
even if this were merely a domestic dispute, a reasonable officer could 
still conclude that gang paraphernalia found at the Millenders’ residence 
could demonstrate Bowen’s control over the premises or his connection 
to other evidence found there. Pp. 549−553. 

(d) The fact that the officers sought and obtained approval of the war­
rant application from a superior and a deputy district attorney before 
submitting it to the Magistrate provides further support for the conclu­
sion that an officer could reasonably have believed that the scope of the 
warrant was supported by probable cause. A contrary conclusion 
would mean not only that Messerschmidt and Lawrence were “plainly 
incompetent” in concluding that the warrant was supported by probable 
cause, Malley, supra, at 341, but that their supervisor, the deputy dis­
trict attorney, and the Magistrate were as well. Pp. 553−555. 

(e) In holding that the warrant in this case was so obviously defective 
that no reasonable officer could have believed it to be valid, the court 
below erred in relying on Groh v. Ramirez, 540 U. S. 551. There, offi­
cers who carried out a warrant-approved search were not entitled to 
qualified immunity because the warrant failed to describe any of the 
items to be seized and “even a cursory reading of the warrant” would 
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have revealed this defect. Id., at 564. Here, in contrast, any arguable 
defect would have become apparent only upon a close parsing of the 
warrant application, and a comparison of the supporting affidavit to the 
terms of the warrant to determine whether the affidavit established 
probable cause to search for all the items listed in the warrant. Unlike 
in Groh, any error here would not be one that “just a simple glance” 
would have revealed. Ibid. Pp. 555−556. 

620 F. 3d 1016, reversed. 

Roberts, C. J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Scalia, 
Kennedy, Thomas, Breyer, and Alito, JJ., joined. Breyer, J., filed a 
concurring opinion, post, p. 556. Kagan, J., filed an opinion concurring in 
part and dissenting in part, post, p. 557. Sotomayor, J., filed a dissenting 
opinion, in which Ginsburg, J., joined, post, p. 560. 

Timothy T. Coates argued the cause for petitioners. With 
him on the briefs was Lillie Hsu. 

Principal Deputy Solicitor General Srinivasan argued 
the cause for the United States as amicus curiae urging 
reversal. On the brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, 
Assistant Attorneys General Breuer and West, Deputy So­
licitor General Dreeben, Acting Deputy Solicitor General 
Kruger, Sarah E. Harrington, John M. Pellettieri, Barbara 
L. Herwig, and August Flentje. 

Paul R. Q. Wolfson argued the cause for respondents. 
With him on the brief were Robert Mann, Olu K. Orange, 
and Shirley Cassin Woodward.* 

*A brief of amici curiae urging reversal was filed for the State of Texas 
et al. by Greg Abbott, Attorney General of Texas, Jonathan F. Mitchell, 
Solicitor General, Daniel T. Hodge, First Assistant Attorney General, 
David C. Mattax, and David A. Talbot, Jr., and by the Attorneys General 
for their respective States as follows: Luther Strange of Alabama, John J. 
Burns of Alaska, Dustin McDaniel of Arkansas, John Suthers of Colo­
rado, Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, Sam­
uel S. Olens of Georgia, David M. Louie of Hawaii, Lawrence G. Wasden 
of Idaho, Greg Zoeller of Indiana, Derek Schmidt of Kansas, James D. 
“Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, William J. Schneider of Maine, Bill 
Schuette of Michigan, Jim Hood of Mississippi, Steve Bullock of Montana, 
Jon Bruning of Nebraska, Gary King of New Mexico, Wayne Stenehjem 
of North Dakota, Linda L. Kelly of Pennsylvania, Peter F. Kilmartin of 
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Chief Justice Roberts delivered the opinion of the 
Court. 

Petitioner police officers conducted a search of respond­
ents’ home pursuant to a warrant issued by a neutral Magis­
trate. The warrant authorized a search for all guns and 
gang-related material, in connection with the investigation 
of a known gang member for shooting at his ex-girlfriend 
with a pistol-gripped sawed-off shotgun, because she had 
“call[ed] the cops” on him. App. 56. Respondents brought 
an action seeking to hold the officers personally liable under 
42 U. S. C. § 1983, alleging that the search violated their 
Fourth Amendment rights because there was not sufficient 
probable cause to believe the items sought were evidence of 
a crime. In particular, respondents argued that there was 
no basis to search for all guns simply because the suspect 
owned and had used a sawed-off shotgun, and no reason 
to search for gang material because the shooting at the ex-
girlfriend for “call[ing] the cops” was solely a domestic dis­
pute. The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit held that 
the warrant was invalid, and that the officers were not enti­
tled to immunity from personal liability because this invalid­
ity was so obvious that any reasonable officer would have 
recognized it, despite the Magistrate’s approval. We dis­
agree and reverse. 

I 

A 

Shelly Kelly decided to break off her romantic relationship 
with Jerry Ray Bowen and move out of her apartment, to 
which Bowen had a key. Kelly feared an attack from 

Rhode Island, Marty J. Jackley of South Dakota, Mark L. Shurtleff of 
Utah, J. B. Van Hollen of Wisconsin, and Gregory A. Phillips of Wyoming. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the American 
Civil Liberties Union by Steven R. Shapiro; and for the National Rifle 
Association of America, Inc., et al. by Stephen P. Halbrook and C. D. 
Michel. 
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Bowen, who had previously assaulted her and had been con­
victed of multiple violent felonies. She therefore asked of­
ficers from the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s Department to 
accompany her while she gathered her things. Deputies 
from the sheriff ’s department came to assist Kelly but were 
called away to respond to an emergency before the move 
was complete. 

As soon as the officers left, an enraged Bowen appeared 
at the bottom of the stairs to the apartment, yelling “I told 
you to never call the cops on me bitch!” App. 39, 56. 
Bowen then ran up the stairs to Kelly, grabbed her by her 
shirt, and tried to throw her over the railing of the second-
story landing. When Kelly successfully resisted, Bowen bit 
her on the shoulder and attempted to drag her inside the 
apartment by her hair. Kelly again managed to escape 
Bowen’s grasp, and ran to her car. By that time, Bowen had 
retrieved a black sawed-off shotgun with a pistol grip. He 
ran in front of Kelly’s car, pointed the shotgun at her, and 
told Kelly that if she tried to leave he would kill her. Kelly 
leaned over, fully depressed the gas pedal, and sped away. 
Bowen fired at the car a total of five times, blowing out the 
car’s left front tire in the process, but Kelly managed to 
escape. 

Kelly quickly located police officers and reported the as­
sault. She told the police what had happened—that Bowen 
had attacked her after becoming “angry because she had 
called the Sheriff ’s Department”—and she mentioned that 
Bowen was “an active member of the ‘Mona Park Crips,’ ” a 
local street gang. Id., at 39. Kelly also provided the offi­
cers with photographs of Bowen. 

Detective Curt Messerschmidt was assigned to investigate 
the incident. Messerschmidt met with Kelly to obtain de­
tails of the assault and information about Bowen. Kelly de­
scribed the attack and informed Messerschmidt that she 
thought Bowen was staying at his foster mother’s home at 
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2234 East 120th Street. Kelly also informed Messerschmidt 
of Bowen’s previous assaults on her and of his gang ties. 

Messerschmidt then conducted a background check on 
Bowen by consulting police records, California Department 
of Motor Vehicles records, and the “cal-gang” database. 
Based on this research, Messerschmidt confirmed Bowen’s 
connection to the 2234 East 120th Street address. He also 
confirmed that Bowen was an “active” member of the Mona 
Park Crips and a “secondary” member of the Dodge City 
Crips. Id., at 64. Finally, Messerschmidt learned that 
Bowen had been arrested and convicted for numerous violent 
and firearm-related offenses. Indeed, at the time of the in­
vestigation, Bowen’s “rapsheet” spanned over 17 printed 
pages, and indicated that he had been arrested at least 31 
times. Nine of these arrests were for firearms offenses and 
six were for violent crimes, including three arrests for as­
sault with a deadly weapon (firearm). Id., at 72–81. 

Messerschmidt prepared two warrants: one to authorize 
Bowen’s arrest and one to authorize the search of 2234 East 
120th Street. An attachment to the search warrant de­
scribed the property that would be the object of the search: 

“All handguns, rifles, or shotguns of any caliber, or any 
firearms capable of firing ammunition, or firearms or de­
vices modified or designed to allow it [sic] to fire ammu­
nition. All caliber of ammunition, miscellaneous gun 
parts, gun cleaning kits, holsters which could hold or 
have held any caliber handgun being sought. Any re­
ceipts or paperwork, showing the purchase, ownership, 
or possession of the handguns being sought. Any fire­
arm for which there is no proof of ownership. Any 
firearm capable of firing or chambered to fire any cali­
ber ammunition. 
“Articles of evidence showing street gang membership 
or affiliation with any Street Gang to include but not 
limited to any reference to ‘Mona Park Crips’, including 
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writings or graffiti depicting gang membership, activity 
or identity. Articles of personal property tending to 
establish the identity of person [sic] in control of the 
premise or premises. Any photographs or photograph 
albums depicting persons, vehicles, weapons or loca­
tions, which may appear relevant to gang membership, 
or which may depict the item being sought and or be­
lieved to be evidence in the case being investigated on 
this warrant, or which may depict evidence of criminal 
activity. Additionally to include any gang indicia that 
would establish the persons being sought in this war­
rant, affiliation or membership with the ‘Mona Park 
Crips’ street gang.” Id., at 52. 

Two affidavits accompanied Messerschmidt’s warrant ap­
plications. The first affidavit described Messerschmidt’s ex­
tensive law enforcement experience, including that he had 
served as a peace officer for 14 years, that he was then as­
signed to a “specialized unit” “investigating gang related 
crimes and arresting gang members for various violations of 
the law,” that he had been involved in “hundreds of gang 
related incidents, contacts, and or arrests” during his time 
on the force, and that he had “received specialized training 
in the field of gang related crimes” and training in “gang 
related shootings.” Id., at 53–54. 

The second affidavit—expressly incorporated into the 
search warrant—explained why Messerschmidt believed 
there was sufficient probable cause to support the warrant. 
That affidavit described the facts of the incident involving 
Kelly and Bowen in great detail, including the weapon used 
in the assault. The affidavit recounted that Kelly had iden­
tified Bowen as the assailant and that she thought Bowen 
might be found at 2234 East 120th Street. It also reported 
that Messerschmidt had “conducted an extensive background 
search on the suspect by utilizing departmental records, 
state computer records, and other police agency records,” 
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and that from that information he had concluded that Bowen 
resided at 2234 East 120th Street. Id., at 58. 

The affidavit requested that the search warrant be en­
dorsed for night service because “information provided by 
the victim and the cal-gang data base” indicated that Bowen 
had “gang ties to the Mona Park Crip gang” and that “night 
service would provide an added element of safety to the com­
munity as well as for the deputy personnel serving the war­
rant.” Id., at 59. The affidavit concluded by noting that 
Messerschmidt “believe[d] that the items sought” would be 
in Bowen’s possession and that “recovery of the weapon 
could be invaluable in the successful prosecution of the sus­
pect involved in this case, and the curtailment of further 
crimes being committed.” Ibid. 

Messerschmidt submitted the warrants to his supervi­
sors—Sergeant Lawrence and Lieutenant Ornales—for re­
view. Deputy District Attorney Janet Wilson also reviewed 
the materials and initialed the search warrant, indicating 
that she agreed with Messerschmidt’s assessment of proba­
ble cause. Id., at 27, 47. Finally, Messerschmidt submitted 
the warrants to a Magistrate. The Magistrate approved the 
warrants and authorized night service. 

The search warrant was served two days later by a team 
of officers that included Messerschmidt and Lawrence. 
Sheriff ’s deputies forced open the front door of 2234 East 
120th Street and encountered Augusta Millender—a woman 
in her seventies—and Millender’s daughter and grandson. 
As instructed by the police, the Millenders went outside 
while the residence was secured but remained in the living 
room while the search was conducted. Bowen was not 
found in the residence. The search did, however, result 
in the seizure of Augusta Millender’s shotgun, a California 
Social Services letter addressed to Bowen, and a box of .45­
caliber ammunition. 

Bowen was arrested two weeks later after Messerschmidt 
found him hiding under a bed in a motel room. 
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B 

The Millenders filed suit in Federal District Court against 
the County of Los Angeles, the sheriff ’s department, the 
sheriff, and a number of individual officers, including Messer­
schmidt and Lawrence. The complaint alleged, as relevant 
here, that the search warrant was invalid under the Fourth 
Amendment. It sought damages from Messerschmidt and 
Lawrence, among others. 

The parties filed cross-motions for summary judgment on 
the validity of the search warrant. The District Court 
found the warrant defective in two respects. The District 
Court concluded that the warrant’s authorization to search 
for firearms was unconstitutionally overbroad because the 
“crime specified here was a physical assault with a very spe­
cific weapon”—a black sawed-off shotgun with a pistol grip— 
negating any need to “search for all firearms.” Millender 
v. County of Los Angeles, Civ. No. 05–2298 (CD Cal., Mar. 15, 
2007), App. to Pet. for Cert. 106, 157, 2007 WL 7589200, *21. 
The court also found the warrant overbroad with respect to 
the search for gang-related materials, because there “was no 
evidence that the crime at issue was gang-related.” App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 157. As a result, the District Court granted 
summary judgment to the Millenders on their constitutional 
challenges to the firearm and gang material aspects of the 
search warrant. Id., at 160. The District Court also re­
jected the officers’ claim that they were entitled to qualified 
immunity from damages. Id., at 171. 

Messerschmidt and Lawrence appealed, and a divided 
panel of the Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit reversed 
the District Court’s denial of qualified immunity. Millen­
der v. County of Los Angeles, 564 F. 3d 1143 (2009). The 
court held that the officers were entitled to qualified immu­
nity because “they reasonably relied on the approval of the 
warrant by a deputy district attorney and a judge.” Id., 
at 1145. 
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The Court of Appeals granted rehearing en banc and af­
firmed the District Court’s denial of qualified immunity. 
Millender v. County of Los Angeles, 620 F. 3d 1016 (2010). 
The en banc court concluded that the warrant’s authorization 
was unconstitutionally overbroad because the affidavit and 
the warrant failed to “establish[ ] probable cause that the 
broad categories of firearms, firearm-related material, and 
gang-related material described in the warrant were contra­
band or evidence of a crime.” Id., at 1033. In the en banc 
court’s view, “the deputies had probable cause to search for 
a single, identified weapon . . . . They had no probable cause 
to search for the broad class of firearms and firearm-related 
materials described in the warrant.” Id., at 1027. In addi­
tion, “[b]ecause the deputies failed to establish any link be­
tween gang-related materials and a crime, the warrant au­
thorizing the search and seizure of all gang-related evidence 
[was] likewise invalid.” Id., at 1031. Concluding that “a 
reasonable officer in the deputies’ position would have been 
well aware of this deficiency,” the en banc court held that 
the officers were not entitled to qualified immunity. Id., at 
1033–1035. 

There were two separate dissenting opinions. Judge Cal­
lahan determined that “the officers had probable cause to 
search for and seize any firearms in the home in which 
Bowen, a gang member and felon, was thought to reside.” 
Id., at 1036. She also concluded that “the officers reason­
ably relied on their superiors, the district attorney, and the 
magistrate to correct” any overbreadth in the warrant, and 
that the officers were entitled to qualified immunity because 
their actions were not objectively unreasonable. Id., at 
1044, 1049. Judge Silverman also dissented, concluding that 
the “deputies’ belief in the validity of . . . the warrant was 
entirely reasonable” and that the “record [wa]s totally devoid 
of any evidence that the deputies acted other than in good 
faith.” Id., at 1050. Judge Tallman joined both dissents. 

We granted certiorari. 564 U. S. 1035 (2011). 
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II 
The Millenders allege that they were subjected to an un­

reasonable search in violation of the Fourth Amendment be­
cause the warrant authorizing the search of their home was 
not supported by probable cause. They seek damages from 
Messerschmidt and Lawrence for their roles in obtaining and 
executing this warrant. The validity of the warrant is not 
before us. The question instead is whether Messerschmidt 
and Lawrence are entitled to immunity from damages, even 
assuming that the warrant should not have been issued. 

“The doctrine of qualified immunity protects government 
officials ‘from liability for civil damages insofar as their con­
duct does not violate clearly established statutory or consti­
tutional rights of which a reasonable person would have 
known.’ ” Pearson v. Callahan, 555 U. S. 223, 231 (2009) 
(quoting Harlow v. Fitzgerald, 457 U. S. 800, 818 (1982)). 
Qualified immunity “gives government officials breathing 
room to make reasonable but mistaken judgments,” and 
“protects ‘all but the plainly incompetent or those who know­
ingly violate the law.’ ” Ashcroft v. al-Kidd, 563 U. S. 731, 
743 (2011) (quoting Malley v. Briggs, 475 U. S. 335, 341 
(1986)). “[W]hether an official protected by qualified immu­
nity may be held personally liable for an allegedly unlawful 
official action generally turns on the ‘objective legal reason­
ableness’ of the action, assessed in light of the legal rules that 
were ‘clearly established’ at the time it was taken.” Ander­
son v. Creighton, 483 U. S. 635, 639 (1987) (citation omitted). 

Where the alleged Fourth Amendment violation involves 
a search or seizure pursuant to a warrant, the fact that a 
neutral magistrate has issued a warrant is the clearest indi­
cation that the officers acted in an objectively reasonable 
manner or, as we have sometimes put it, in “objective good 
faith.” United States v. Leon, 468 U. S. 897, 922–923 (1984).1 

1 Although Leon involved the proper application of the exclusionary rule 
to remedy a Fourth Amendment violation, we have held that “the same 
standard of objective reasonableness that we applied in the context of a 
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Nonetheless, under our precedents, the fact that a neutral 
magistrate has issued a warrant authorizing the allegedly 
unconstitutional search or seizure does not end the inquiry 
into objective reasonableness. Rather, we have recognized 
an exception allowing suit when “it is obvious that no reason­
ably competent officer would have concluded that a warrant 
should issue.” Malley, 475 U. S., at 341. The “shield of im­
munity” otherwise conferred by the warrant, id., at 345, will 
be lost, for example, where the warrant was “based on an 
affidavit so lacking in indicia of probable cause as to render 
official belief in its existence entirely unreasonable,” Leon, 
468 U. S., at 923 (internal quotation marks omitted).2 

Our precedents make clear, however, that the threshold 
for establishing this exception is a high one, and it should 
be. As we explained in Leon, “[i]n the ordinary case, 
an officer cannot be expected to question the magistrate’s 
probable-cause determination” because “[i]t is the magis­
trate’s responsibility to determine whether the officer’s alle­
gations establish probable cause and, if so, to issue a warrant 
comporting in form with the requirements of the Fourth 
Amendment.” Id., at 921; see also Malley, supra, at 346, 
n. 9 (“It is a sound presumption that the magistrate is more 
qualified than the police officer to make a probable cause de­
termination, and it goes without saying that where a magis­

suppression hearing in Leon defines the qualified immunity accorded an 
officer” who obtained or relied on an allegedly invalid warrant. Malley 
v. Briggs, 475 U. S. 335, 344 (1986) (citation omitted); Groh v. Ramirez, 540 
U. S. 551, 565, n. 8 (2004). 

2 The dissent relies almost entirely on facts outside the affidavit, includ­
ing Messerschmidt’s deposition testimony, post, at 563, 569 (opinion of So­
tomayor, J.), crime analysis forms, post, at 563, Kelly’s interview, post, at 
564–565, and n. 5, Messerschmidt’s notes regarding Kelly’s interview, post, 
at 564–565, n. 5, and even several briefs filed in the District Court and the 
Court of Appeals, post, at 566, 570. In contrast, the dissent cites the 
probable-cause affidavit itself only twice. See post, at 570–571. There is 
no contention before us that the affidavit was misleading in omitting any 
of the facts on which the dissent relies. Cf. Leon, 468 U. S., at 923. 
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trate acts mistakenly in issuing a warrant but within the 
range of professional competence of a magistrate, the officer 
who requested the warrant cannot be held liable” (internal 
quotation marks and citation omitted)). 

III 

The Millenders contend, and the Court of Appeals held, 
that their case falls into this narrow exception. According 
to the Millenders, the officers “failed to provide any facts or 
circumstances from which a magistrate could properly con­
clude that there was probable cause to seize the broad 
classes of items being sought,” and “[n]o reasonable officer 
could have presumed that such a warrant was valid.” Brief 
for Respondents 27. We disagree. 

A 

With respect to the warrant’s authorization to search for 
and seize all firearms, the Millenders argue that “a reason­
ably well-trained officer would have readily perceived that 
there was no probable cause to search the house for all fire­
arms and firearm-related items.” Id., at 32. Noting that 
“the affidavit indicated exactly what item was evidence of a 
crime—the ‘black sawed off shotgun with a pistol grip,’ ” 
they argue that “[n]o facts established that Bowen possessed 
any other firearms, let alone that such firearms (if they ex­
isted) were ‘contraband or evidence of a crime.’ ” Ibid. 
(quoting App. 56). 

Even if the scope of the warrant were overbroad in author­
izing a search for all guns when there was information only 
about a specific one, that specific one was a sawed-off shot­
gun with a pistol grip, owned by a known gang member, who 
had just fired the weapon five times in public in an attempt 
to murder another person, on the asserted ground that she 
had “call[ed] the cops” on him. Id., at 56. Under these 
circumstances—set forth in the warrant—it would not have 
been unreasonable for an officer to conclude that there was 
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a “fair probability” that the sawed-off shotgun was not the 
only firearm Bowen owned. Illinois v. Gates, 462 U. S. 213, 
238 (1983). And it certainly would have been reasonable for 
an officer to assume that Bowen’s sawed-off shotgun was 
illegal. Cf. 26 U. S. C. §§ 5845(a), 5861(d). Evidence of one 
crime is not always evidence of several, but given Bowen’s 
possession of one illegal gun, his gang membership, his will­
ingness to use the gun to kill someone, and his concern about 
the police, a reasonable officer could conclude that there 
would be additional illegal guns among others that Bowen 
owned.3 

A reasonable officer also could believe that seizure of the 
firearms was necessary to prevent further assaults on Kelly. 
California law allows a magistrate to issue a search warrant 
for items “in the possession of any person with the intent to 
use them as a means of committing a public offense,” Cal. 
Penal Code Ann. § 1524(a)(3) (West 2011), and the warrant 
application submitted by the officers specifically referenced 
this provision as a basis for the search, App. 48. Bowen 
had already attempted to murder Kelly once with a firearm, 
and had yelled “I’ll kill you” as she tried to escape from 
him. Id., at 56–57. A reasonable officer could conclude 
that Bowen would make another attempt on Kelly’s life and 
that he possessed other firearms “with the intent to use 
them” to that end. § 1524(a)(3). 

Given the foregoing, it would not have been “entirely un­
reasonable” for an officer to believe, in the particular circum­
stances of this case, that there was probable cause to search 
for all firearms and firearm-related materials. Leon, supra, 
at 923 (internal quotation marks omitted). 

With respect to the warrant’s authorization to search for 
evidence of gang membership, the Millenders contend that 

3 The dissent caricatures our analysis as being that “because Bowen fired 
one firearm, it was reasonable for the police to conclude . . . that [he] 
must have possessed others,” post, at 569 (opinion of Sotomayor, J.). This 
simply avoids coming to grips with the facts of the crime at issue. 
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“no reasonable officer could have believed that the affidavit 
presented to the magistrate contained a sufficient basis to 
conclude that the gang paraphernalia sought was contraband 
or evidence of a crime.” Brief for Respondents 28. They 
argue that “the magistrate [could not] have reasonably con­
cluded, based on the affidavit, that Bowen’s gang member­
ship had anything to do with the crime under investigation” 
because “[t]he affidavit described a ‘spousal assault’ that 
ensued after Kelly decided to end her ‘on going dating re­
lationship’ with Bowen” and “[n]othing in that description 
suggests that the crime was gang-related.” Ibid. (quoting 
App. 55). 

This effort to characterize the case solely as a domestic 
dispute, however, is misleading. Cf. post, at 564 (Soto­
mayor, J., dissenting); post, at 558 (Kagan, J., concurring 
in part and dissenting in part). Messerschmidt began his 
affidavit in support of the warrant by explaining that he “has 
been investigating an assault with a deadly weapon incident” 
and elaborated that the crime was a “spousal assault and an 
assault with a deadly weapon.” App. 55 (emphasis added). 
The affidavit also stated that Bowen was “a known Mona 
Park Crip gang member” “based on information provided 
by the victim and the cal-gang database,” 4 and that he had 
attempted to murder Kelly after becoming enraged that she 
had “call[ed] the cops on [him].” Id., at 56, 58–59. A rea­
sonable officer could certainly view Bowen’s attack as moti­
vated not by the souring of his romantic relationship with 
Kelly but instead by a desire to prevent her from disclosing 
details of his gang activity to the police. She was, after all, 

4 Although the cal-gang database states that information contained 
therein cannot be used to establish probable cause, see App. 64, the affi­
davit makes clear that Kelly also provided this information to Messer­
schmidt, id., at 59, as she did to the deputies who initially responded to 
the attack, id., at 39 (describing Kelly’s statement that Bowen was “an 
active member of the ‘Mona Park Crips’ ”). We therefore need not decide 
whether the cal-gang database’s disclaimer is relevant to Fourth Amend­
ment analysis. 
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no longer linked with him as a girlfriend; he had assaulted 
her in the past; and she had indeed called the cops on him. 
And, as the affidavit supporting the warrant made clear, 
Kelly had in fact given the police information about Bowen’s 
gang ties. Id., at 59.5 

It would therefore not have been unreasonable—based on 
the facts set out in the affidavit—for an officer to believe 
that evidence regarding Bowen’s gang affiliation would prove 
helpful in prosecuting him for the attack on Kelly. See War­
den, Md. Penitentiary v. Hayden, 387 U. S. 294, 307 (1967) 
(holding that the Fourth Amendment allows a search for evi­
dence when there is “probable cause . . . to believe that the 
evidence sought will aid in a particular apprehension or con­
viction”). Not only would such evidence help to establish 
motive, either apart from or in addition to any domestic dis­
pute, it would also support the bringing of additional, related 
charges against Bowen for the assault. See, e. g., Cal. Penal 
Code Ann. § 136.1(b)(1) (West 1999) (It is a crime to “at­
tempt[ ] to prevent or dissuade another person who has been 
the victim of a crime or who is witness to a crime from . . . 
[m]aking any report of that victimization to any . . . law en­
forcement officer”).6 

5 Contrary to the dissent’s suggestion, see post, at 564–565, n. 5 (opinion 
of Sotomayor, J.), the affidavit’s account of Bowen’s statements is consist­
ent with other accounts of the confrontation, in particular the report pre­
pared by the officers who spoke with Kelly immediately after the attack. 
See App. 39 (stating that when Bowen “appeared at the base of the stairs 
and began yelling at [Kelly,] [h]e was angry because she had called the 
Sheriff ’s Department”). And at no point during this litigation has the 
accuracy of the affidavit’s account of the attack been called into question. 

6 The dissent relies heavily on Messerschmidt’s deposition, in which he 
stated that Bowen’s crime was not a “gang crime.” See post, at 562, 563, 
565–566. Messerschmidt’s belief about the nature of the crime, however, 
is not information he possessed but a conclusion he reached based on 
information known to him. See Anderson v. Creighton, 483 U. S. 635, 641 
(1987). We have “eschew[ed] inquiries into the subjective beliefs of law 
enforcement officers who seize evidence pursuant to a subsequently invali­
dated warrant.” United States v. Leon, 468 U. S. 897, 922, n. 23 (1984); see 
also Harlow v. Fitzgerald, 457 U. S. 800, 815–819 (1982). In any event, as 
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In addition, a reasonable officer could believe that evidence 
demonstrating Bowen’s membership in a gang might prove 
helpful in impeaching Bowen or rebutting various defenses 
he could raise at trial. For example, evidence that Bowen 
had ties to a gang that uses guns such as the one he used to 
assault Kelly would certainly be relevant to establish that 
he had familiarity with or access to this type of weapon. 

Moreover, even if this were merely a domestic dispute, a 
reasonable officer could still conclude that gang parapherna­
lia found at the Millenders’ residence would aid in the prose­
cution of Bowen by, for example, demonstrating Bowen’s 
connection to other evidence found there. The warrant 
authorized a search for “any gang indicia that would estab­
lish the persons being sought in this warrant,” and “[a]rticles 
of personal property tending to establish the identity of [the] 
person in control of the premise or premises.” App. 52. 
Before the District Court, the Millenders “acknowledge[d] 
that evidence of who controlled the premises would be rele­
vant if incriminating evidence were found and it became nec­
essary to tie that evidence to a person,” and the District 
Court approved that aspect of the warrant on this basis. 
App. to Pet. for Cert. 158–159 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). Given Bowen’s known gang affiliation, a reason­
able officer could conclude that gang paraphernalia found at 
the residence would be an effective means of demonstrating 
Bowen’s control over the premises or his connection to evi­
dence found there.7 

the dissent recognizes, the inquiry under our precedents is whether “a 
reasonably well-trained officer in petitioner’s position would have known 
that his affidavit failed to establish probable cause.” Malley, 475 U. S., 
at 345 (emphasis added). Messerschmidt’s own evaluation does not an­
swer the question whether it would have been unreasonable for an officer 
to have reached a different conclusion from the facts in the affidavit. See 
n. 2, supra. 

7 The Fourth Amendment does not require probable cause to believe 
evidence will conclusively establish a fact before permitting a search, but 
only “probable cause . . . to believe that the evidence sought will aid in 
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Whatever the use to which evidence of Bowen’s gang 
involvement might ultimately have been put, it would not 
have been “entirely unreasonable” for an officer to believe 
that the facts set out in the affidavit established a fair proba­
bility that such evidence would aid the prosecution of Bowen 
for the criminal acts at issue. Leon, 468 U. S., at 923 (inter­
nal quotation marks omitted). 

B 
Whether any of these facts, standing alone or taken to­

gether, actually establish probable cause is a question we 
need not decide. Qualified immunity “gives government 
officials breathing room to make reasonable but mistaken 
judgments.” al-Kidd, 563 U. S., at 743. The officers’ judg­
ment that the scope of the warrant was supported by proba­
ble cause may have been mistaken, but it was not “plainly 
incompetent.” Malley, 475 U. S., at 341. 

On top of all this, the fact that the officers sought and 
obtained approval of the warrant application from a superior 
and a deputy district attorney before submitting it to the 
Magistrate provides further support for the conclusion that 
an officer could reasonably have believed that the scope of 
the warrant was supported by probable cause. Ibid. Be­
fore seeking to have the warrant issued by a magistrate, 
Messerschmidt conducted an extensive investigation into 
Bowen’s background and the facts of the crime. Based on 
this investigation, Messerschmidt prepared a detailed war­
rant application that truthfully laid out the pertinent facts. 

a particular apprehension or conviction.” Warden, Md. Penitentiary v. 
Hayden, 387 U. S. 294, 307 (1967) (emphasis added). Even if gang evi­
dence might have turned out not to be conclusive because other members 
of the Millender household also had gang ties, see post, at 567 (opinion of 
Sotomayor, J.); post, at 558 (opinion of Kagan, J.), a reasonable officer 
could still conclude that evidence of gang membership would help show 
Bowen’s connection to the residence. Such evidence could, for example, 
have displayed Bowen’s gang moniker (“C Jay”) or could have been identi­
fied by Kelly as belonging to Bowen. See App. 64. 
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The only facts omitted—the officers’ knowledge of Bowen’s 
arrest and conviction records, see supra, at 541—would only 
have strengthened the warrant. Messerschmidt then sub­
mitted the warrant application for review by Lawrence, an­
other superior officer, and a deputy district attorney, all of 
whom approved the application without any apparent mis­
givings. Only after this did Messerschmidt seek the ap­
proval of a neutral Magistrate, who issued the requested 
warrant. The officers thus “took every step that could rea­
sonably be expected of them.” Massachusetts v. Sheppard, 
468 U. S. 981, 989 (1984). In light of the foregoing, it cannot 
be said that “no officer of reasonable competence would have 
requested the warrant.” Malley, 475 U. S., at 346, n. 9. In­
deed, a contrary conclusion would mean not only that Mes­
serschmidt and Lawrence were “plainly incompetent,” id., at 
341, but that their supervisor, the deputy district attorney, 
and the Magistrate were as well. 

The Court of Appeals, however, gave no weight to the fact 
that the warrant had been reviewed and approved by the 
officers’ superiors, a deputy district attorney, and a neutral 
Magistrate. Relying on Malley, the court held that the 
officers had an “independent responsibility to ensure there 
[was] at least a colorable argument for probable cause.” 620 
F. 3d, at 1034. It explained that “[t]he deputies here had a 
responsibility to exercise their reasonable professional judg­
ment,” and that “in circumstances such as these a neutral 
magistrate’s approval (and, a fortiori, a non-neutral prose­
cutor’s) cannot absolve an officer of liability.” Ibid. (cita­
tion omitted). 

We rejected in Malley the contention that an officer is 
automatically entitled to qualified immunity for seeking a 
warrant unsupported by probable cause, simply because a 
magistrate had approved the application. 475 U. S., at 345. 
And because the officers’ superior and the deputy district 
attorney are part of the prosecution team, their review also 
cannot be regarded as dispositive. But by holding in Malley 
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that a magistrate’s approval does not automatically render 
an officer’s conduct reasonable, we did not suggest that ap­
proval by a magistrate or review by others is irrelevant to 
the objective reasonableness of the officers’ determination 
that the warrant was valid. Indeed, we expressly noted 
that we were not deciding “whether [the officer’s] conduct in 
[that] case was in fact objectively reasonable.” Ibid., n. 8. 
The fact that the officers secured these approvals is certainly 
pertinent in assessing whether they could have held a rea­
sonable belief that the warrant was supported by probable 
cause. 

C 

In holding that the warrant in this case was so obviously 
defective that no reasonable officer could have believed it 
was valid, the court below relied heavily on our decision in 
Groh v. Ramirez, 540 U. S. 551 (2004), but that precedent is 
far afield. There, we held that officers who carried out a 
warrant-approved search were not entitled to qualified im­
munity because the warrant in question failed to describe 
the items to be seized at all. Id., at 557. We explained 
that “[i]n the portion of the form that called for a description 
of the ‘person or property’ to be seized, [the applicant] typed 
a description of [the target’s] two-story blue house rather 
than the alleged stockpile of firearms.” Id., at 554. Thus, 
the warrant stated nonsensically that “ ‘there is now con­
cealed [on the specified premises] a certain person or prop­
erty, namely [a] single dwelling residence two story in height 
which is blue in color and has two additions attached to the 
east.’ ” Id., at 554–555, n. 2 (bracketed material in original). 
Because “even a cursory reading of the warrant in [that] 
case—perhaps just a simple glance—would have revealed a 
glaring deficiency that any reasonable police officer would 
have known was constitutionally fatal,” id., at 564, we held 
that the officer was not entitled to qualified immunity. 

The instant case is not remotely similar. In contrast to 
Groh, any defect here would not have been obvious from the 
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Breyer, J., concurring 

face of the warrant. Rather, any arguable defect would 
have become apparent only upon a close parsing of the war­
rant application, and a comparison of the affidavit to the 
terms of the warrant to determine whether the affidavit es­
tablished probable cause to search for all the items listed in 
the warrant. This is not an error that “just a simple glance” 
would have revealed. Ibid. Indeed, unlike in Groh, the 
officers here did not merely submit their application to a 
magistrate. They also presented it for review by a superior 
officer, and a deputy district attorney, before submitting it 
to the Magistrate. The fact that none of the officials who 
reviewed the application expressed concern about its validity 
demonstrates that any error was not obvious. Groh plainly 
does not control the result here. 

* * * 

The question in this case is not whether the Magistrate 
erred in believing there was sufficient probable cause to sup­
port the scope of the warrant he issued. It is instead 
whether the Magistrate so obviously erred that any reason­
able officer would have recognized the error. The occasions 
on which this standard will be met may be rare, but so too 
are the circumstances in which it will be appropriate to im­
pose personal liability on a lay officer in the face of judicial 
approval of his actions. Even if the warrant in this case 
were invalid, it was not so obviously lacking in probable 
cause that the officers can be considered “plainly incompe­
tent” for concluding otherwise. Malley, supra, at 341. The 
judgment of the Court of Appeals denying the officers quali­
fied immunity must therefore be reversed. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Breyer, concurring. 
The Court concludes that the officers acted reasonably in 

searching the house for “ ‘all firearms and firearm-related 
items.’ ” Ante, at 548 (emphasis deleted). In support of 
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this conclusion, it cites two sets of circumstances. First, the 
majority points to “Bowen’s possession of one illegal gun, 
his gang membership, his willingness to use the gun to kill 
someone, and his concern about the police . . . .” Ante, at 
549. Second, the majority notes that “[a] reasonable officer 
also could believe that seizure of the firearms was necessary 
to prevent further assaults on Kelly,” because “Bowen had 
already attempted to murder Kelly once with a firearm, and 
had yelled ‘I’ll kill you’ as she tried to escape from him.” 
Ibid. In my view, given all these circumstances together, 
the officers could reasonably have believed that the scope of 
their search was supported by probable cause. On that 
basis, I concur. 

Justice Kagan, concurring in part and dissenting in part. 

Both the Court and the dissent view this case as an all-or­
nothing affair: The Court awards immunity across the board 
to Messerschmidt and his colleagues, while the dissent would 
grant them none at all. I think the right answer lies in be­
tween, although the Court makes the more far-reaching 
error. 

I agree with the Court that a reasonably competent police 
officer could have thought this warrant valid in authorizing 
a search for all firearms and related items. See ante, at 548– 
549. The warrant application recounted that a known gang 
member had used a sawed-off shotgun—an illegal weapon 
under California law, see Cal. Penal Code Ann. § 33215 (West 
2012 Cum. Supp.)—to try to kill another person. See App. 
56–57, 59. Perhaps gang ties plus possession of an unlawful 
gun plus use of that gun to commit a violent assault do not 
add up to what was needed for this search: probable cause 
to believe that Bowen had additional illegal firearms (or legal 
firearms that he intended to use to violate the law) at the 
place he was staying. But because our and the Ninth Cir­
cuit’s decisions leave that conclusion debatable, a reasonable 
police officer could have found the warrant adequately sup­
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ported by “indicia of probable cause.” Malley v. Briggs, 475 
U. S. 335, 345 (1986). So Messerschmidt and his fellow offi­
cers should receive qualified immunity for their search for 
firearms. 

The Court, however, goes astray when it holds that a rea­
sonable officer could have thought the warrant valid in ap­
proving a search for evidence of “street gang membership,” 
App. 52. Membership in even the worst gang does not vio­
late California law, so the officers could not search for gang 
paraphernalia just to establish Bowen’s ties to the Crips. 
Instead, the police needed probable cause to believe that 
such items would provide evidence of an actual crime—and 
as the Court acknowledges, see ante, at 549–551, the only 
crime mentioned in the warrant application was the assault 
on Kelly. The problem for the Court is that nothing in the 
application supports a link between Bowen’s gang member­
ship and that shooting. Contra the Court’s elaborate theory-
spinning, see ante, at 548–553, Messerschmidt’s affidavit in 
fact characterized the violent assault only as a domestic dis­
pute, not as a gang-related one, see App. 55 (describing the 
crime as a “spousal assault and an assault with a deadly 
weapon”). And that description is consistent with the most 
natural understanding of the events. The warrant applica­
tion thus had a hole at its very center: It lacked any explana­
tion of how gang items would (or even might) provide evi­
dence of the domestic assault the police were investigating. 

To fill this vacuum, the Court proposes an alternative, but 
similarly inadequate justification—that gang paraphernalia 
could have demonstrated Bowen’s connection to the Mil-
lender residence and to any evidence of the assault found 
there. The dissent rightly notes one difficulty with this ar­
gument: The discovery of gang items would not have estab­
lished that Bowen was staying at the house, given that 
several other gang members regularly did so. See post, at 
567 (opinion of Sotomayor, J.). And even setting that issue 
aside, the Court’s reasoning proves far too much: It would 
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sanction equally well a search for any of Bowen’s possessions 
on the premises—a result impossible to square with the 
Fourth Amendment. See, e. g., Andresen v. Maryland, 427 
U. S. 463, 480 (1976) (disapproving “ ‘a general, exploratory 
rummaging in a person’s belongings’ ” (quoting Coolidge v. 
New Hampshire, 403 U. S. 443, 467 (1971))). In authorizing 
a search for all gang-related items, the warrant far out­
stripped the officers’ probable cause. Because a reasonable 
officer would have recognized that defect, I would not award 
qualified immunity to Messerschmidt and his colleagues for 
this aspect of their search. 

Still more fundamentally, the Court errs in scolding the 
Court of Appeals for failing to give “weight to the fact that 
the warrant had been reviewed and approved by the officers’ 
superiors, a deputy district attorney, and a neutral Magis­
trate.” Ante, at 554. As the dissent points out, see post, 
at 572–574, this Court’s holding in Malley is to the opposite 
effect: An officer is not “entitled to rely on the judgment of 
a judicial officer in finding that probable cause exists and 
hence issuing the warrant.” 475 U. S., at 345. Malley 
made clear that qualified immunity turned on the officer’s 
own “professional judgment,” considered separately from the 
mistake of the magistrate. Id., at 346; see ibid., n. 9 (“The 
officer . . . cannot excuse his own default by pointing to the 
greater incompetence of the magistrate”); id., at 350 (Powell, 
J., concurring in part and dissenting in part) (objecting to the 
Court’s decision to “give little evidentiary weight to the 
finding of probable cause by a magistrate”). And what we 
said in Malley about a magistrate’s authorization applies still 
more strongly to the approval of other police officers or state 
attorneys. All those individuals, as the Court puts it, are 
“part of the prosecution team.” Ante, at 554. To make 
their views relevant is to enable those teammates (whether 
acting in good or bad faith) to confer immunity on each other 
for unreasonable conduct—like applying for a warrant with­
out anything resembling probable cause. 
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Sotomayor, J., dissenting 

For these reasons, I would reverse in part and affirm in 
part the judgment of the Court of Appeals, and I would re­
mand this case for further proceedings. 

Justice Sotomayor, with whom Justice Ginsburg 
joins, dissenting. 

The fundamental purpose of the Fourth Amendment’s war­
rant clause is “to protect against all general searches.” Go-
Bart Importing Co. v. United States, 282 U. S. 344, 357 
(1931). The Fourth Amendment was adopted specifically in 
response to the Crown’s practice of using general warrants 
and writs of assistance to search “suspected places” for evi­
dence of smuggling, libel, or other crimes. Boyd v. United 
States, 116 U. S. 616, 625–626 (1886). Early patriots railed 
against these practices as “the worst instrument of arbitrary 
power” and John Adams later claimed that “the child Inde­
pendence was born” from colonists’ opposition to their use. 
Id., at 625 (internal quotation marks omitted). 

To prevent the issue of general warrants on “loose, vague 
or doubtful bases of fact,” Go-Bart Importing Co., 282 U. S., 
at 357, the Framers established the inviolable principle that 
should resolve this case: “[N]o Warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause . . . and particularly describing the . . . things 
to be seized.” U. S. Const., Amdt. 4. That is, the police 
must articulate an adequate reason to search for specific 
items related to specific crimes. 

In this case, police officers investigating a specific, non­
gang-related assault committed with a specific firearm (a 
sawed-off shotgun) obtained a warrant to search for all evi­
dence related to “any Street Gang,” “[a]ny photographs . . . 
which may depict evidence of criminal activity,” and “any 
firearms.” App. 52. They did so for the asserted reason 
that the search might lead to evidence related to other gang 
members and other criminal activity, and that other “[v]alid 
warrants commonly allow police to search for ‘firearms and 
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ammunition.’ ” See infra, at 567. That kind of general 
warrant is antithetical to the Fourth Amendment. 

The Court nonetheless concludes that the officers are enti­
tled to qualified immunity because their conduct was “ob­
jectively reasonable.” Ante, at 546. I could not disagree 
more. All 13 federal judges who previously considered this 
case had little difficulty concluding that the police officers’ 
search for any gang-related material violated the Fourth 
Amendment. See App. to Pet. for Cert. 157–158; Millender 
v. County of Los Angeles, 564 F. 3d 1143, 1150–1151 (CA9 
2009); id., at 1151 (Fernandez, J., concurring); Millender v. 
County of Los Angeles, 620 F. 3d 1016, 1030–1031 (CA9 
2010); id., at 1037, n. 7 (Callahan, J., dissenting); id., at 1049 
(Silverman, J., dissenting). And a substantial majority 
agreed that the police’s search for both gang-related material 
and all firearms not only violated the Fourth Amendment, 
but was objectively unreasonable. Like them, I believe that 
any “reasonably well-trained officer in petitioner’s position 
would have known that his affidavit failed to establish proba­
ble cause.” Malley v. Briggs, 475 U. S. 335, 345 (1986). 

The Court also hints that a police officer’s otherwise 
unreasonable conduct may be excused by the approval of 
a magistrate, or more disturbingly, another police officer. 
Ante, at 553–555. That is inconsistent with our focus on the 
objective reasonableness of an officer’s decision to submit a 
warrant application to a magistrate, and we long ago re­
jected it. See Malley, 475 U. S., at 345–346. 

The Court’s analysis bears little relationship to the record 
in this case, our precedents, or the purposes underlying qual­
ified immunity analysis. For all these reasons, I respect­
fully dissent. 

I 

The Court holds that a well-trained officer could have rea­
sonably concluded that there was probable cause to search 
the Millenders’ residence for any evidence of affiliation with 
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“any Street Gang,” and “[a]ll handguns, rifles, or shotguns of 
any caliber, or any firearms capable of firing ammunition.” 
App. 52.1 I cannot agree. 

A 

Most troubling is the Court’s determination that petition­
ers reasonably could have concluded that they had probable 
cause to search for all evidence of any gang affiliation in the 
Millenders’ home. The Court reaches this result only by 
way of an unprecedented, post hoc reconstruction of the 
crime that wholly ignores the police’s own conclusions, as 
well as the undisputed facts presented to the District Court. 

The Court primarily theorizes that “[a] reasonable officer 
could certainly view Bowen’s attack as motivated not by the 
souring of his romantic relationship with Kelly but instead 
by a desire to prevent her from disclosing details of his gang 
activity to the police.” Ante, at 550. The majority there­
fore dismisses as “misleading” the Millenders’ characteriza­
tion of the case as a “domestic dispute,” insisting that Detec­
tive Messerschmidt could have reasonably thought that the 
crime was gang related. See ibid.2 

The police flatly rejected that hypothesis, however, con­
cluding that the crime was a domestic dispute that was not 
in any way gang related. Detective Messerschmidt’s deposi­
tion is illustrative. 

1 Not even the Court defends the warrant’s authorization to search for 
“ ‘[a]ny photographs . . . which may depict evidence of criminal activity.’ ” 
Ante, at 542. 

2 The Court implies Detective Messerschmidt did not consider the crime 
“solely . . . a domestic dispute” because he labeled it a “spousal assault 
and an assault with a deadly weapon.” Ante, at 550 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). Solely domestic disputes often involve gun violence, 
however. See Sorenson & Weibe, Weapons in the Lives of Battered 
Women, 94 Am. J. Pub. Health 1412, 1413 (2004) (noting more than one-
third of female domestic violence shelter residents in California reported 
having been threatened or harmed with a firearm). That was the case 
here. In any event, the Court’s reading of Detective Messerschmidt’s 
affidavit is incompatible with his testimony that the crime was “just sort 
of a spousal-abuse-type case,” not a “gang crime.” See infra, at 563. 
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“Q: So as far as you knew, it was just sort of a spousal­
abuse-type case where the perpetrator happened to be 
in a gang, right? 
“A: Correct. 
“Q: So you didn’t have any reason to believe that the 
assault on Kelly was any sort of gang crime, did you? 
“A: No.” Record in No. CV 05–2298 DDP (RZx) (CD 
Cal.) (hereinafter Record), Doc. 51 (Exh. X), p. 120 
(hereinafter Deposition).3 

The “Crime Analysis” forms prepared by the police likewise 
identified Bowen as a “Mona Park Crip” gang member, but 
did not check off “gang-related” as a motive for the attack. 
See App. 41, 44 (Crime Analysis Supplemental Form–M. O. 
Factors). And the District Court noted it was undisputed 
that Detective Messerschmidt “had no reason to believe 
Bowen’s crime was a ‘gang’ crime.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 
115.4 

3 By suggesting that courts assessing qualified immunity should ignore 
police officers’ testimony about the information they possessed at the time 
of the search, ante, at 551–552, n. 6, the Court misreads Harlow v. Fitzger­
ald, 457 U. S. 800, 815–819 (1982), and Anderson v. Creighton, 483 U. S. 
635, 645 (1987). In Harlow, we adopted a qualified immunity test focusing 
on an officer’s objective good faith, rather than whether the officer 
searched “with the malicious intention to cause a deprivation of constitu­
tional rights or other injury.” 457 U. S., at 815 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). As we have explained, “examination of the information pos­
sessed by the searching officials . . . does not reintroduce into qualified 
immunity analysis the inquiry into officials’ subjective intent that Harlow 
sought to minimize.” Anderson, 483 U. S., at 641. It is therefore highly 
relevant that Detective Messerschmidt testified that he lacked “any rea­
son” to consider the crime gang related, supra this page, and possessed 
no “information” that there were handguns in the Millenders’ home, infra, 
at 569. Courts cannot ignore information in crime analysis forms, ballistic 
reports, or victim interviews by labeling such information “conclusions.” 

4 The Court is wrong to imply that courts should not consider “facts 
outside the affidavit,” but within the officers’ possession, when assessing 
qualified immunity. Ante, at 547, n. 2. Our precedents make clear that 
the objective reasonableness of an officer’s conduct is judged “in light of 
clearly established law and the information the officers possessed.” Wil­
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The police’s conclusions matched the victim’s own account 
of the attack. Kelly asked police officers to help her move 
out because Bowen “ha[d] a domestic violence on his record,” 
had “hit [her] once or twice” already, had repeatedly threat­
ened her, “You’ll never leave me. I’ll kill you if you leave 
me,” and she was “planning on breaking up” with him. Rec­
ord, Doc. 51 (Exh. C), pp. 5–6 (hereinafter Kelly Interview). 
As Kelly described the confrontation, it was only after she 
fled to her car in order to leave that Bowen reemerged from 
their shared apartment with the shotgun and told her, “I’m 
gonna kill your ass right here if you take off,” consistent with 
his prior threats. Id., at 7–8. Every piece of information, 
therefore, accorded with Detective Messerschmidt’s conclu­
sion: The crime was domestic violence that was not gang 
related.5 

son v. Layne, 526 U. S. 603, 615 (1999). If an officer possesses information 
indicating that he lacks probable cause to search, and that information was 
not presented to the neutral magistrate when he approved the search, it 
is particularly likely that “a reasonably well trained officer would have 
known that the search was illegal despite the magistrate’s authorization.” 
United States v. Leon, 468 U. S. 897, 922, n. 23 (1984). 

5 To support its theory that Bowen attacked Kelly to keep her silent 
about his gang activity, the majority relies principally on its claim that 
Bowen yelled, “ ‘I told you to never call the cops on me bitch!’ ” ante, at 540, 
citing it no less than five times. See ante, at 548 (Bowen “attempt[ed] to 
murder” Kelly “on the asserted ground that she had ‘call[ed] the cops’ 
on him”); see also ante, at 539, 550. Bowen, however, never made that 
statement. Though it appears in the warrant application, the words are 
Messerschmidt’s—taken from his own inaccurate notes of Kelly’s account 
of the crime. What Kelly actually said during her interview was that as 
soon as the police deputies left, Bowen “came out of nowhere talking 
about, ‘Did you call the police on me? You called the police on me,’ ” to 
which Kelly responded, “[N]o one called the police on you . . . . [I]nstead 
of arguing and fighting with you I just want to get my shit done.” Kelly 
Interview 7; compare ibid. with Record, Doc. 51 (Exh. B), p. 3 (Messer­
schmidt’s narrative of interview with Kelly). Only after Kelly started to 
leave did Bowen exclaim “oh it’s like that. It’s like that,” retrieve a gun, 
and threaten to shoot her if she left. Kelly Interview 7–8. That Bowen 
was “ ‘angry,’ ” ante, at 551, n. 5, because she had called the sheriff ’s de­
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Unlike the Members of this Court, Detective Messer­
schmidt alone had 14 years of experience as a peace officer, 
“hundreds of hours of instruction on the dynamics of gangs 
and gang trends,” received “specialized training in the field 
of gang related crimes,” and had been “involved in hundreds 
of gang related incidents, contacts, and or arrests.” App. 
53–54. The Court provides no justification for sweeping 
aside the conclusions he reached on the basis of his far 
greater expertise, let alone the facts found by the District 
Court. We have repeatedly and recently warned appellate 
courts, “far removed from the scene,” against second-
guessing the judgments made by the police or reweighing 
the facts as they stood before the district court. Ryburn v. 
Huff, ante, at 475–477 (per curiam). The majority’s deci­
sion today is totally inconsistent with those principles. 

Qualified immunity analysis does not direct courts to play 
the role of crime scene investigators, second-guessing police 
officers’ determinations as to whether a crime was com­
mitted with a handgun or a shotgun, or whether violence 
was gang related or a domestic dispute. Indeed, we have 
warned courts against asking “whether another reasonable, 
or more reasonable, interpretation of the events can be con­
structed five years after the fact.” Hunter v. Bryant, 502 
U. S. 224, 228 (1991) (per curiam). The inquiry our prece­
dents demand is not whether different conclusions might con­
ceivably be drawn from the crime scene. Rather, it is 
whether “a reasonably well-trained officer in petitioner’s po­
sition would have known that his affidavit failed to establish 
probable cause.” Malley, 475 U. S., at 345. The operative 
question in this case, therefore, is whether—given that, as 
petitioners comprehended, the crime itself was not gang 
related—a reasonable officer nonetheless could have believed 
he had probable cause to seek a warrant to search the 

partment for assistance reflected exactly what Kelly and the police ex­
pected at the outset—that Bowen “would give her a hard time about mov­
ing out,” App. 38 (sheriff ’s department incident report). 
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suspect’s residence for all evidence of affiliation not only 
with the suspect’s street gang, but “any Street Gang.” He 
could not. 

The Court offers two secondary explanations for why a 
search for gang-related items might have been justified, but 
they are equally unpersuasive. First, the majority suggests 
that such evidence hypothetically “might prove helpful in im­
peaching Bowen or rebutting various defenses he could raise 
at trial.” Ante, at 552. That is a nonstarter. The Fourth 
Amendment does not permit the police to search for evidence 
solely because it could be admissible for impeachment or re­
buttal purposes. If it did, the police would be equally enti­
tled to obtain warrants to rifle through the papers of anyone 
reasonably suspected of a crime for all evidence of his bad 
character, Fed. Rule Evid. 404(a)(2)(B)(i), or any evidence of 
any “crime, wrong, or other act” that might prove the de­
fendant’s “motive, opportunity, intent, preparation, plan, 
knowledge, identity, absence of mistake, or lack of accident,” 
Rule 404(b)(2). Indeed, the majority’s rationale presumably 
would authorize the police to search the residence of every 
member of Bowen’s street gang for similar weapons—which 
likewise “might [have] prove[d] helpful in impeaching Bowen 
or rebutting various defenses he could raise at trial.” Ante, 
at 552. It has long been the case, however, that such gen­
eral searches, detached from probable cause, are impermissi­
ble. See, e. g., Go-Bart Importing Co., 282 U. S., at 357. By 
their own admission, however, the officers were not search­
ing for gang-related indicia to bolster some hypothetical im­
peachment theory, but for other reasons: because “photos 
sought re gang membership could be linked with other gang 
members, evidencing criminal activity as gang affiliation is 
an enhancement to criminal charges.” App. 181; see also 
id., at 145. That kind of fishing expedition for evidence of 
unidentified criminal activity committed by unspecified per­
sons was the very evil the Fourth Amendment was intended 
to prevent. 
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Finally, the Court concludes that “even if this were merely 
a domestic dispute, a reasonable officer could still conclude 
that gang paraphernalia found at the Millenders’ residence 
would aid in the prosecution of Bowen by, for example, dem­
onstrating Bowen’s connection to other [unspecified] evi­
dence found there.” Ante, at 552. That is difficult to un­
derstand. The police were well aware before obtaining a 
warrant that “other persons associated with the home, the 
Millender family members, were active Mona Park Crip gang 
members.” App. 28. Simply finding gang-related para­
phernalia, therefore, would have done little to establish prob­
able cause that particular evidence found in the home was 
connected to Bowen, rather than any of the several other 
active gang members who resided full time at the Millender 
home.6 Moreover, it would have done nothing to establish 
that Bowen had committed the non-gang-related crime speci­
fied in the warrant.7 

B 

The Court also errs by concluding that petitioners could 
have reasonably concluded that they had probable cause to 
search for all firearms. Notably absent from the Court’s dis­
cussion is any acknowledgment of the actual basis for peti­
tioners’ search. The police officers searched for all firearms 
not for the reasons hypothesized by the majority, but be­
cause they determined that “[v]alid warrants commonly 
allow police to search for ‘firearms and ammunition,’ ” and 

6 The Court suggests that even if gang-related evidence would be incon­
clusive generally, evidence bearing Bowen’s particular gang moniker could 
have demonstrated Bowen’s connection to the residence. But the warrant 
did not authorize a search for items bearing Bowen’s moniker, but rather 
for items related to “any Street Gang,” including countless street gangs 
of which Bowen was not a member. App. 52. Even under the Court’s 
interpretation, therefore, the warrant was hopelessly overbroad and 
invalid. 

7 The police also could not search for gang-related evidence for its own 
sake. Mere membership in a gang is not a crime under California law. 
See People v. Gardeley, 14 Cal. 4th 605, 623, 927 P. 2d 713, 725 (1996). 
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that “[h]ere, any caliber of shotgun or receipts would show 
possession of and/or purchase of guns.” Id., at 144, 180– 
181; see also Brief for Appellant in No. 07–55518 (CA9), p. 41 
(hereinafter CA9 Brief). It is small wonder that the Dis­
trict Court found these arguments “nonsensical and unper­
suasive.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 157. It bears repeating 
that the Founders adopted the Fourth Amendment to pro­
tect against searches for evidence of unspecified crimes. 
And merely possessing other firearms is not a crime at all. 
See generally District of Columbia v. Heller, 554 U. S. 570 
(2008).8 

By justifying the officers’ actions on reasons of its own 
invention, the Court ignores the reasons the officers actually 
gave, as well as the facts upon which this case was decided 
below. The majority’s analysis—akin to a rational-basis 
test—is thus far removed from what qualified immunity 
analysis demands. Even if the police had searched for the 
reasons the Court proposes, however, I still would find it 
inappropriate to afford them qualified immunity. 

The Court correctly recognizes that to satisfy the Fourth 
Amendment the police were required to demonstrate proba­
ble cause that (1) other firearms could be found at the Mil-
lenders’ residence; and (2) such weapons were illegal or were 

8 Although the Court recites additional facts about Bowen’s background 
and arrest record, ante, at 539–541, none of these facts were disclosed to 
the Magistrate. The police cannot rationalize a search post hoc on the 
basis of information they failed to set forth in their warrant application to 
a neutral magistrate. Rather, “[i]t is elementary that in passing on the 
validity of a warrant, the reviewing court may consider only information 
brought to the magistrate’s attention.” Aguilar v. Texas, 378 U. S. 108, 
109, n. 1 (1964); see also United States v. Jacobsen, 466 U. S. 109, 112 
(1984). Likewise, a police officer cannot obtain qualified immunity for 
searching pursuant to a warrant by relying upon facts outside that war­
rant, as evinced by Malley’s focus on “whether a reasonably well-trained 
officer in petitioner’s position would have known that his affidavit failed 
to establish probable cause.” Malley v. Briggs, 475 U. S. 335, 345 (1986) 
(emphasis added). 
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“ ‘possess[ed] . . . with the intent to use them as a means of 
committing a public offense.’ ” Ante, at 549 (quoting Cal. 
Penal Code Ann. § 1524(a)(3) (West 2011)). The warrant 
failed to establish either. 

The majority has little difficulty concluding that because 
Bowen fired one firearm, it was reasonable for the police to 
conclude not only that Bowen must have possessed others, 
but that he must be storing these other weapons at his 73­
year-old former foster mother’s home.9 Again, however, 
this is not what the police actually concluded, as Detective 
Messerschmidt’s deposition makes clear. 

“Q: Did you have any reason to believe there would be 
any automatic weapons in the house? 
“A: No. 
“Q: Did you have any reason to believe there would be 
any hand guns in the house? 
“A: I wasn’t given information that there were.” 
Deposition 120. 

Undaunted, the majority finds that a well-trained officer 
could have concluded on this information that he had proba­
ble cause to search for “[a]ll hand guns, . . . [a]ll caliber of 
ammunition, miscellaneous gun parts, gun cleaning kits, hol­
sters which could hold or have held any caliber handgun 
being sought,” and “[a]ny receipts or paperwork, showing the 
purchase, ownership, or possession of the handguns being 
sought.” App. 52. That is puzzling. If any aspect of the 
Fourth Amendment is clearly established, it is that the police 
cannot reasonably search—even pursuant to a warrant—for 
items that they do not have “any reason to believe” will be 
present. The Court’s conclusion to the contrary simply 

9 The majority ignores that Bowen retrieved the shotgun that he fired 
from the apartment he shared with Kelly, not the Millenders’ home. 
Kelly provided no indication that Bowen possessed other guns or that he 
stored them at his former foster mother’s home. 
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reads the “probable cause” requirement out of the Fourth 
Amendment. 

Even assuming that the police reasonably could have con­
cluded that Bowen possessed other guns and was storing 
them at the Millenders’ home, I cannot agree that the war­
rant provided probable cause to believe any weapon pos­
sessed in a home in which 10 persons regularly lived—none 
of them the suspect in this case—was either “contraband or 
evidence of a crime.” Ornelas v. United States, 517 U. S. 
690, 696 (1996). The warrant set forth no specific facts or 
particularized explanation establishing probable cause to be­
lieve that other guns found in the home were connected to 
the crime specified in the warrant or were otherwise illegal.10 

While the Court hypothesizes that the police could have 
searched for all firearms to uncover evidence of yet unnamed 
crimes, ante, at 548–549, the warrant specified that the police 
were investigating one particular crime—“an assault with a 
deadly weapon,” App. 55. And the police officers confirmed 
that their search was targeted to find the gun related to “the 
crime at issue.” CA9 Brief 42; see also App. 52 (obtaining 
authorization to search for “the item being sought and or 
believed to be evidence in the case being investigated on this 
warrant” (emphasis added)). 

The police told the Ninth Circuit that they searched for all 
firearms not because, as the majority hypothesizes, “there 
would be additional illegal guns among others that Bowen 
owned,” ante, at 549, but on the dubious theory that “Kelly 
could have been mistaken in her description of the gun.” 
620 F. 3d, at 1027. The Ninth Circuit properly dismissed 
that argument as carrying “little force.” Ibid. Its finding 
is unimpeachable, given that Kelly presented the police with 
a photograph of Bowen holding the specific gun used in the 

10 Augusta Millender was a 73-year-old grandmother living in a danger­
ous part of Los Angeles. It would not have been unreasonable to imagine 
that she validly possessed a weapon for self-defense, as turned out to be 
the case. 
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crime, and the police, the victim, and a witness to the crime 
all identified the gun as a sawed-off shotgun. See id., at 
1027, 1029, 1030. 

Finally, the majority suggests that the officers could have 
reasonably believed that seizure of all firearms at the Mil-
lenders’ residence was justified because those weapons might 
be possessed by Bowen “ ‘with the intent to use them as a 
means of committing a public offense.’ ” Ante, at 549. But 
the warrant specified that the police sought only the shotgun 
used in this crime for that purpose. See App. 59 (statement 
of probable cause) (“Your Affiant also believes that the items 
sought will be in the possession of Jerry Ray Bowen and the 
recovery of the weapon could be invaluable in the success­
ful prosecution of the suspect involved in this case, and the 
curtailment of further crimes being committed” (emphasis 
added)). 

II 

The Court also finds error in the Court of Appeals’ failure 
to find “pertinent” the fact that the officer sought approval 
of his warrant from a magistrate.11 Ante, at 555. Whether 
Detective Messerschmidt presented his warrant application 
to a magistrate surely would be “pertinent” to demonstrat­
ing his subjective good faith.12 But qualified immunity does 
not turn on whether an officer is motivated by good inten­
tions or malice, but rather on the “objective reasonableness 

11 Under California law, magistrates are the officials responsible for issu­
ing search warrants. Cal. Penal Code Ann. § 1523 (West 2011). 

12 To be clear, no one suggests petitioners acted with malice or intended 
to be “misleading in omitting . . . facts,” ante, at 547, n. 2, that illustrate 
why it would have been objectively unreasonable to search for the reasons 
the Court proposes. It is hardly surprising, for instance, that Detective 
Messerschmidt did not include in his affidavit further facts affirming that 
the crime was not gang related, given that he did not believe the crime 
was gang related and did not search for gang-related material for that 
reason. See supra, at 566. The affidavit and warrant were perfectly 
consistent with the officers’ stated reasons for their search—just not with 
the Court’s own theories. 
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of an official’s conduct.” Harlow v. Fitzgerald, 457 U. S. 800, 
818 (1982). 

The majority asserts, without citation, that the Magis­
trate’s approval is relevant to objective reasonableness. 
That view, however, is expressly contradicted by our holding 
in Malley v. Briggs, 475 U. S. 335. There, we found that a 
police officer is not “entitled to rely on the judgment of a 
judicial officer in finding that probable cause exists and hence 
issuing the warrant,” and explained that “[that] view of ob­
jective reasonableness is at odds with our development of 
that concept in Harlow and [United States v. Leon, 468 U. S. 
897 (1984)].” Id., at 345. The appropriate qualified immu­
nity analysis, we held, was not whether an officer reasonably 
relied on a magistrate’s probable-cause determination, but 
rather “whether a reasonably well-trained officer in petition­
er’s position would have known that his affidavit failed to 
establish probable cause and that he should not have applied 
for the warrant.” Ibid. (emphasis added).13 In such a case, 
“the officer’s application for a warrant [would] not [be] ob­
jectively reasonable, because it create[s] the unnecessary 
danger of an unlawful arrest.” Ibid. When “no officer 
of reasonable competence would have requested the war­
rant,” a “magistrate [who] issues the warrant [makes] not 
just a reasonable mistake, but an unacceptable error indicat­
ing gross incompetence or neglect of duty.” Id., at 346, n. 9. 
In such cases, “[t]he officer . . . cannot excuse his own default 
by pointing to the greater incompetence of the magistrate.” 
Ibid. 

In cases in which it would be not only wrong but unreason­
able for any well-trained officer to seek a warrant, allowing 
a magistrate’s approval to immunize the police officer’s un­

13 Two Justices wrote separately, disagreeing with the majority because 
they believed that “substantial weight should be accorded the judge’s find­
ing of probable cause.” Malley, 475 U. S., at 346 (Powell, J., joined by 
Rehnquist, C. J., concurring in part and dissenting in part). 
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reasonable action retrospectively makes little sense. By 
motivating an officer “to reflect, before submitting a request 
for a warrant, upon whether he has a reasonable basis for 
believing that his affidavit establishes probable cause,” we 
recognized that our qualified immunity precedents had the 
“desirable” effect of “reduc[ing] the likelihood that the offi­
cer’s request for a warrant will be premature,” leading to “a 
waste of judicial resources” or “premature arrests.” Id., at 
343. To the extent it proposes to cut back upon Malley, the 
majority will promote the opposite result—encouraging 
sloppy police work and exacerbating the risk that searches 
will not comport with the requirements of the Fourth 
Amendment. 

The Court also makes much of the fact that Detective Mes­
serschmidt sent his proposed warrant application to two su­
perior police officers and a district attorney for review. Giv­
ing weight to that fact would turn the Fourth Amendment 
on its head. This Court made clear in Malley that a police 
officer acting unreasonably cannot obtain qualified immunity 
on the basis of a neutral magistrate’s approval. It would be 
passing strange, therefore, to immunize an officer’s conduct 
instead based upon the approval of other police officers and 
prosecutors.14 See Johnson v. United States, 333 U. S. 10, 
14 (1948) (majority opinion of Jackson, J.) (“When the right 
of privacy must reasonably yield to the right of search is, as 
a rule, to be decided by a judicial officer, not by a policeman 
or government enforcement agent”). The effect of the 
Court’s rule, however, is to hold blameless the “plainly in­
competent” action of the police officer seeking a warrant be­

14 In the famous case of Wilkes v. Wood, Lofft 1, 98 Eng. Rep. 489 
(C. P. 1763), one of the seminal events informing the Framers’ development 
of the Fourth Amendment, the Undersecretary of State who searched the 
home of John Wilkes pursuant to a general warrant was subjected to mon­
etary damages notwithstanding that his superior, Lord Halifax, issued the 
warrant. See Boyd v. United States, 116 U. S. 616, 626 (1886). 
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cause of the “plainly incompetent” approval of his superiors 
and the district attorney. See ante, at 553–555; see also 
ante, at 559 (Kagan, J., concurring in part and dissenting 
in part). Under the majority’s test, four wrongs apparently 
make a right. I cannot agree, however, that the “objective 
legal reasonableness of an official’s acts,” Harlow, 457 U. S., 
at 819, turns on the number of police officers or prosecutors 
who improperly sanction a search that violates the Fourth 
Amendment. 

III 

Police officers perform a difficult and essential service to 
society, frequently at substantial risk to their personal safety. 
And criminals like Bowen are not sympathetic figures. But 
the Fourth Amendment “protects all, those suspected or 
known to be offenders as well as the innocent.” Go-Bart 
Importing Co., 282 U. S., at 357. And this Court long ago 
recognized that efforts “to bring the guilty to punishment, 
praiseworthy as they are, are not to be aided by the sacrifice 
of those great principles established by years of endeavor 
and suffering which have resulted in their embodiment in 
the fundamental law of the land.” Weeks v. United States, 
232 U. S. 383, 393 (1914). 

Qualified immunity properly affords police officers protec­
tion so long as their conduct is objectively reasonable. But 
it is not objectively reasonable for police investigating a spe­
cific, non-gang-related assault committed with a particular 
firearm to search for all evidence related to “any Street 
Gang,” “photographs . . . which may depict evidence of crimi­
nal activity,” and all firearms. The Court reaches a contrary 
result not because it thinks that these police officers’ stated 
reasons for searching were objectively reasonable, but be­
cause it thinks different conclusions might be drawn from 
the crime scene that reasonably might have led different of­
ficers to search for different reasons. That analysis, how­
ever, is far removed from qualified immunity’s proper focus 
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on whether petitioners acted in an objectively reasonable 
manner. 

Because petitioners did not, I would affirm the judgment 
of the Court of Appeals. 
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PPL MONTANA, LLC v. MONTANA 

certiorari to the supreme court of montana 

No. 10–218. Argued December 7, 2011—Decided February 22, 2012 

Petitioner PPL Montana, LLC (PPL), owns and operates hydroelectric 
facilities in Montana. Ten of its facilities are located on riverbeds un­
derlying segments of the Missouri, Madison, and Clark Fork Rivers. 
Five hydroelectric dams on the Upper Missouri River are along the 
Great Falls reach, including on the three tallest waterfalls; and PPL’s 
two other dams on that river are in canyons on the Stubbs Ferry 
stretch. These, together with two dams located in steep canyons on 
the Madison River, are called the Missouri-Madison project. The 
Thompson Falls project is a facility on the Clark Fork River. Both 
projects are licensed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
PPL’s facilities have existed for many decades, some for over a century. 
Until recently, Montana, though aware of the projects’ existence, sought 
no rent for use of the riverbeds. Instead, the understanding of PPL 
and the United States is that PPL has paid rents to the United States. 
In 2003, parents of Montana schoolchildren filed a federal suit, claiming 
that PPL’s facilities were on riverbeds that were state owned and part 
of Montana’s school trust lands. The State joined the suit and, for the 
first time, sought rents from PPL for its use of the riverbeds. That 
case was dismissed, and PPL and other power companies filed a state-
court suit, claiming that Montana was barred from seeking compensa­
tion for PPL’s riverbed use. Montana counterclaimed, contending that 
under the equal-footing doctrine it owns the riverbeds and can charge 
rent for their use. The trial court granted Montana summary judgment 
as to navigability for purposes of determining riverbed title and ordered 
PPL to pay Montana $41 million in rent for riverbed use between 2000 
and 2007. The Montana Supreme Court affirmed. Adopting a liberal 
construction of the navigability test, it discounted this Court’s approach 
of considering the navigability of particular river segments for purposes 
of determining whether a State acquired title to the riverbeds underly­
ing those segments at the time of statehood. Instead, the Montana 
court declared the river stretches in question to be short interruptions 
of navigability that were insufficient as a matter of law to find nonnavi­
gability, since traffic had circumvented those stretches by portage. 
Based on evidence of present-day, recreational use of the Madison River, 
the court found that river navigable as a matter of law at the time 
of statehood. 
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Held: The Montana Supreme Court’s ruling that Montana owns and may 
charge for use of the riverbeds at issue was based on an infirm legal 
understanding of this Court’s rules of navigability for title under the 
equal-footing doctrine. Pp. 589–605. 

(a) The rule that the States, in their capacity as sovereigns, hold “title 
in the soil of rivers really navigable,” Shively v. Bowlby, 152 U. S. 1, 31, 
has federal constitutional significance under the equal-footing doctrine. 
Pursuant to that doctrine, upon its date of statehood, a State gains title 
within its borders to the beds of waters then navigable. It may allocate 
and govern those lands according to state law subject only to the United 
States’ power “to control such waters for purposes of navigation in in­
terstate and foreign commerce.” United States v. Oregon, 295 U. S. 1, 
14. The United States retains title vested in it before statehood to land 
beneath waters not then navigable. To be navigable for purposes of 
title under the equal-footing doctrine, rivers must be “navigable in fact,” 
meaning “they are used, or are susceptible of being used, . . . as high­
ways for commerce, over which trade and travel are or may be con­
ducted in the customary modes of trade and travel on water.” The 
Daniel Ball, 10 Wall. 557, 563. This formulation has been used to de­
termine questions of waterbed title under the equal-footing doctrine. 
See United States v. Utah, 283 U. S. 64, 76. Pp. 589–593. 

(b) The Montana Supreme Court erred in its treatment of the ques­
tion of river segments and portage. To determine riverbed title under 
the equal-footing doctrine, this Court considers the river on a segment­
by-segment basis to assess whether the segment of the river, under 
which the riverbed in dispute lies, is navigable or not. See, e. g., Utah, 
supra, at 77. The State Supreme Court erred in discounting this well-
settled approach. A key justification for sovereign ownership of navi­
gable riverbeds is that a contrary rule would allow private riverbed 
owners to erect improvements on the riverbeds that could interfere 
with the public’s right to use the waters as a highway for commerce. 
Because commerce could not have occurred on segments nonnavigable 
at the time of statehood, there is no reason to deem those segments 
owned by the State under the equal-footing doctrine. Practical con­
siderations also support segmentation. Physical conditions affecting 
navigability vary over the length of a river and provide a means to 
determine appropriate start points and end points for disputed seg­
ments. A segment approach is also consistent with the manner in 
which private parties seek to establish riverbed title. Montana cannot 
suggest that segmentation is inadministrable when the state courts 
managed to apportion the underlying riverbeds for purposes of deter­
mining their value and PPL’s corresponding rents. The State Supreme 
Court’s view that the segment-by-segment approach does not apply to 
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short interruptions of navigability is not supported by this Court’s Utah 
decision. Even if the law might find some nonnavigable segments so 
minimal that they merit treatment as part of a longer, navigable reach, 
it is doubtful that the segments in this case would meet that standard. 
Applying its “short interruptions” approach, the State Supreme Court 
found the Great Falls reach navigable because it could be managed by 
way of land route portage, as done by Lewis and Clark. But a portage 
of even one day would demonstrate the need to bypass a nonnavigable 
river segment. Thus, the State Supreme Court was wrong to conclude, 
with respect to the Great Falls reach and other disputed stretches, that 
portages were insufficient to defeat a navigability finding. In most 
cases, they are, because they require transportation over land rather 
than over the water. This is the case at least as to the Great Falls 
reach. In reaching a contrary conclusion, the State Supreme Court 
misapplied The Montello, 20 Wall. 430. There, portage was considered 
in determining whether a river was part of a channel of interstate com­
merce for federal regulatory purposes. The Montello does not control 
the outcome where the quite different concerns of the riverbed title 
context apply. Portages may defeat navigability for title purposes, and 
do so with respect to the Great Falls reach. Montana does not dispute 
that overland portage was necessary to traverse that reach, and the 
trial court noted the waterfalls had never been navigated. The Great 
Falls reach, at least from the head of the first waterfall to the foot of 
the last, is not navigable for purposes of riverbed title under the equal-
footing doctrine. There is also a significant likelihood that some of the 
other river stretches in dispute fail this federal navigability test. The 
ultimate decision as to these other disputed river stretches is to be de­
termined, in the first instance, by the Montana courts on remand, which 
should assess the relevant evidence in light of the principles discussed 
here. Pp. 593–600. 

(c) The Montana Supreme Court further erred as a matter of law in 
relying on evidence of present-day, primarily recreational use of the 
Madison River. Navigability must be assessed as of the time of state­
hood, and it concerns a river’s usefulness for “ ‘trade and travel.’ ” 
Utah, 283 U. S., at 75–76. River segments are navigable if they 
“ ‘[were] used’ ” and if they “ ‘[were] susceptible of being used’ ” as high­
ways of commerce at the time of statehood. Id., at 76. Evidence of 
recreational use and poststatehood evidence may bear on susceptibility 
of commercial use at the time of statehood. See id., at 82–83. In order 
for present-day use to have a bearing on navigability at statehood, 
(1) the watercraft must be meaningfully similar to those in customary 
use for trade and travel at the time of statehood, and (2) the river’s 
poststatehood condition may not be materially different from its physi­
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cal condition at statehood. The State Supreme Court offered no indica­
tion that it made these necessary findings. Pp. 600–603. 

(d) Because this analysis is sufficient to require reversal here, the 
Court declines to decide whether the State Supreme Court also erred 
as to the burden of proof regarding navigability. P. 603. 

(e) Montana’s suggestion that denying the State title to the disputed 
riverbeds will undermine the public trust doctrine—which concerns 
public access to the waters above those beds for navigation, fishing, and 
other recreational uses—underscores its misapprehension of the equal-
footing and public trust doctrines. Unlike the equal-footing doctrine, 
which is the constitutional foundation for the navigability rule of river­
bed title, the scope of the public trust over waters within the State’s 
borders is a matter of state law, subject to federal regulatory power. 
Pp. 603–604. 

(f ) This Court does not reach the question whether, by virtue of Mon­
tana’s sovereignty, neither laches nor estoppel could apply to bar the 
State’s claim. Still, the reliance by PPL and its predecessors in title on 
the State’s long failure to assert title to the riverbeds is some evidence 
supporting the conclusion that the river segments over those beds were 
nonnavigable for purposes of the equal-footing doctrine. Pp. 604–605. 

2010 MT 64, 355 Mont. 402, 229 P. 3d 421, reversed and remanded. 

Kennedy, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Paul D. Clement argued the cause for petitioner. With 
him on the briefs were Erin E. Murphy, Elizabeth Thomas, 
Ashley C. Parrish, and Kyle A. Gray. 

Deputy Solicitor General Kneedler argued the cause for 
the United States as amicus curiae in support of petitioner. 
With him on the brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, As­
sistant Attorney General Moreno, Deputy Assistant Attor­
ney General Shenkman, William M. Jay, Elizabeth Ann Pe­
terson, and Katherine J. Barton. 

Gregory G. Garre argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Lori Alvino McGill, Steve Bullock, 
Anthony Johnstone, and Candance F. West.* 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the American 
Petroleum Institute et al. by Virginia S. Albrecht, Deidre G. Duncan, 
Duane J. Desiderio, Peter Tolsdorf, Nick Goldstein, Thomas J. Ward, and 
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Justice Kennedy delivered the opinion of the Court. 
This case concerns three rivers which flow through Mon­

tana and then beyond its borders. The question is whether 
discrete, identifiable segments of these rivers in Montana 
were nonnavigable, as federal law defines that concept for 
purposes of determining whether the State acquired title to 
the riverbeds underlying those segments, when the State 
entered the Union in 1889. Montana contends that the 

Jeffrey B. Augello; for the Creekside Coalition et al. by David C. Freder­
ick, Scott K. Attaway, and Charles B. White; for the Edison Electric Insti­
tute et al. by Michael A. Swiger, Edward H. Comer, Henri D. Bartholo­
mot, and James H. Hancock, Jr.; for Freeport-McMoRan Corp. et al. by 
L. William Staudenmaier, John B. Weldon, and Mark A. McGinnis; for 
the Montana Farm Bureau Federation et al. by Mark F. “Thor” Hearne 
II, Robert C. O’Brien, Steven A. Haskins, Hertha L. Lund, Ilya Shapiro, 
and Elizabeth Milito; for the Montana Water Resources Association et al. 
by Jon Metropoulos; for the Mountain States Legal Foundation et al. by 
Steven J. Lechner and Joel M. Spector; for John L. Allen et al. by Robert 
R. Gasaway; and for Wilbur Hardy et al. by Jennie L. Bricker. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the State of 
Oregon et al. by John R. Kroger, Attorney General of Oregon, Mary H. 
Williams, Deputy Attorney General, Anna M. Joyce, Solicitor General, 
and Denise G. Fjordbeck, by Robert M. McKenna, Attorney General of 
Washington, Jay D. Geck, Deputy Solicitor General, and Joseph V. Panesko 
and Janis Snoey, Assistant Attorneys General, and by the Attorneys Gen­
eral for their respective States as follows: Luther Strange of Alabama, 
John J. Burns of Alaska, Dustin McDaniel of Arkansas, Kamala D. Har­
ris of California, Pamela Jo Bondi of Florida, Samuel S. Olens of Georgia, 
David M. Louie of Hawaii, Lawrence G. Wasden of Idaho, Lisa Madigan 
of Illinois, James D. “Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, Douglas F. Gansler 
of Maryland, Lori Swanson of Minnesota, Jim Hood of Mississippi, Cath­
erine Cortez Masto of Nevada, Michael A. Delaney of New Hampshire, 
Gary K. King of New Mexico, Wayne Stenehjem of North Dakota, Michael 
DeWine of Ohio, Linda L. Kelly of Pennsylvania, Marty J. Jackley of 
South Dakota, Robert E. Cooper, Jr., of Tennessee, William H. Sorrell of 
Vermont, Darrell V. McGraw, Jr., of West Virginia, and J. B. Van Hollen 
of Wisconsin; for the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance et al. by 
Stephan C. Volker; for the National Wildlife Federation et al. by Sean H. 
Donahue, Neil Kagan, David T. Goldberg, and W. Cullen Battle; and for 
Stephenie Ambrose Tubbs by Brenda Lindlief-Hall. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 576 (2012) 581 

Opinion of the Court 

rivers must be found navigable at the disputed locations. 
From this premise, the State asserts that in 1889 it gained 
title to the disputed riverbeds under the constitutional equal-
footing doctrine. Based on its title claims, Montana sought 
compensation from PPL Montana, LLC, a power company, 
for its use of the riverbeds for hydroelectric projects. The 
Montana courts granted summary judgment on title to Mon­
tana, awarding it $41 million in rent for the riverbeds for 
the period from 2000 to 2007 alone. That judgment must 
be reversed. 

I 
The three rivers in question are the Missouri River, the 

Madison River, and the Clark Fork River. The Missouri and 
the Madison are on the eastern side of the Continental Di­
vide. The Madison flows into the Missouri, which then con­
tinues at length to its junction with the Mississippi River. 
The Clark Fork River is on the western side of the Continen­
tal Divide. Its waters join the Columbia River system that 
flows into the Pacific Ocean. Each river shall be described 
in somewhat more detail. 

A 
The Missouri River originates in Montana and traverses 

seven States before a point just north of St. Louis where it 
joins the Mississippi. 19 Encyclopedia Americana 270 (int’l 
ed. 2006). If considered with the continuous path formed 
by certain streams that provide the Missouri River’s head­
waters, the Missouri is over 2,500 miles long, the longest 
river in the United States. Ibid. The Missouri River’s 
basin (the land area drained by the river) is the second 
largest in the Nation, surpassed only by the Mississippi 
River basin of which it is a part. Rivers of North America 
427 (A. Benke & C. Cushing eds. 2005) (hereinafter Rivers 
of North America). As a historical matter, the river shifted 
and flooded often, and contained many sandbars, islands, and 
unstable banks. Id., at 432–433. The river was once de­
scribed as one of the most “variable beings in creation,” as 
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“inconstant [as] the action of the jury,” Sioux City Register 
(Mar. 28, 1868); and its high quantity of downstream sedi­
ment flow spawned its nickname, the “Big Muddy,” Rivers of 
North America 433. 

The upstream part of the Missouri River in Montana, 
known as the Upper Missouri River, is better characterized 
as rocky rather than muddy. While one usually thinks of 
the Missouri River as flowing generally south, as indeed it 
does beginning in North Dakota, the Upper Missouri in Mon­
tana flows north from its principal headwaters at Three 
Forks, which is located about 4,000 feet above sea level in 
the Rocky Mountain area of southwestern Montana. It de­
scends through scenic mountain terrain including the deep 
gorge at the Gates of the Mountains; turns eastward through 
the Great Falls reach, cascading over a roughly 10-mile 
stretch of cataracts and rapids over which the river drops 
more than 400 feet; and courses swiftly to Fort Benton, a 
19th-century fur trading post, before progressing farther 
east into North Dakota and on to the Great Plains. 19 Ency­
clopedia Americana, supra, at 270; 8 New Encyclopaedia 
Britannica 190 (15th ed. 2007) (hereinafter Encyclopaedia 
Britannica); 2 Columbia Gazetteer of the World 2452 (2d ed. 
2008) (hereinafter Columbia Gazetteer); F. Warner, Montana 
and the Northwest Territory 75 (1879). In 1891, just after 
Montana became a State, the Upper Missouri River above 
Fort Benton was “seriously obstructed by numerous rapids 
and rocks,” and the 168-mile portion flowing eastward 
“[f]rom Fort Benton to Carroll, Mont., [was] called the rocky 
river.” Annual Report of the Chief of Engineers, U. S. 
Army (1891), in H. R. Exec. Doc. No. 1, pt. 2, 52d Cong., 1st 
Sess., vol. II, pp. 275–276 (1891) (hereinafter H. R. Exec. 
Doc.). 

The Great Falls exemplify the rocky, rapid character of the 
Upper Missouri. They consist of five cascade-like waterfalls 
located over a stretch of the Upper Missouri leading down­
stream from the city of Great Falls in midwestern Montana. 
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The waterfall farthest downstream, and the one first encoun­
tered by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark when they 
led their remarkable expedition through the American West 
in 1805, is the eponymous “Great Falls,” the tallest of the 
five falls at 87 feet. W. Clark, Dear Brother: Letters of Wil­
liam Clark to Jonathan Clark 109, n. 5 (J. Holmberg ed. 2002) 
(hereinafter Dear Brother). Lewis recorded observations of 
this “sublimely grand specticle”: 

“[T]he whole body of water passes with incredible swift­
ness . . . over a precipice of at least eighty feet . . . . 
[T]he irregular and somewhat projecting rocks below re­
ceives the water . . . and brakes it into a perfect white 
foam which assumes a thousand forms in a moment 
sometimes flying up in jets . . . [that] are scarcely formed 
before large roling bodies of the same beaten and foam­
ing water is thrown over and conceals them. . . . [T]he 
[rainbow] reflection of the sun on the sprey or mist . . . 
adds not a little to the beauty of this majestically grand 
senery.” The Lewis and Clark Journals: An American 
Epic of Discovery 129 (G. Moulton ed. 2003) (hereinafter 
Lewis and Clark Journals); The Journals of Lewis and 
Clark 136–138 (B. DeVoto ed. 1981). 

If one proceeds alongside the river upstream from Great 
Falls, as Lewis did in scouting the river for the expedition, 
the other four falls in order are “Crooked Falls” (19 feet 
high); “Rainbow Falls” (48 feet), which Lewis called “one 
of the most bea[u]tifull objects in nature”; “Colter Falls” 
(7 feet); and “Black Eagle Falls” (26 feet). See Lewis and 
Clark Journals 131–132; Dear Brother 109, n. 5; P. Cutright, 
Lewis & Clark: Pioneering Naturalists 154–156 (2003). De­
spite the falls’ beauty, Lewis could see that their steep cliffs 
and swift waters would impede progress on the river, which 
had been the expedition’s upstream course for so many 
months. The party proceeded over a more circuitous land 
route by means of portage, circumventing the Great Falls 
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and their surrounding reach of river before returning to 
travel upon the river about a month later. See Lewis and 
Clark Journals 126–152. 

The Upper Missouri River, both around and further up­
stream of the Great Falls, shares the precipitous and fast-
moving character of the falls themselves. As it moves 
downstream over the Great Falls reach, a 17-mile stretch 
that begins somewhat above the head of Black Eagle Falls, 
the river quickly descends about 520 feet in elevation, see 
Montana Power Co. v. FPC, 185 F. 2d 491 (CADC 1950); 2010 
MT 64, ¶¶29–30, 108–109, 355 Mont. 402, 416, 442, 229 P. 3d 
421, 433, 449, dropping over 400 feet within 10 miles from 
the first rapid to the foot of Great Falls, Parker, Black Eagle 
Falls Dam, 27 Transactions Am. Soc. of Civ. Engineers 56 
(1892). In 1879, that stretch was a “constant succession of 
rapids and falls.” Warner, supra, at 75; see also 9 The Jour­
nals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition 171 (G. Moulton ed. 
1995) (hereinafter Journals of the Lewis & Clark Expedition) 
(“a continued rapid the whole way for 17 miles”). Lewis 
noted the water was so swift over the area that buffalo were 
swept over the cataracts in “considerable quantities” and 
were “instantly crushed.” Lewis and Clark Journals 136– 
137. Well above the Great Falls reach, the Stubbs Ferry 
stretch of the river from Helena to Cascade also had steep 
gradient and was “much obstructed by rocks and dangerous 
rapids.” Report of the Secretary of War, 2 H. R. Doc. No. 2, 
54th Cong., 1st Sess., pt. 1, p. 301 (1895). 

B 

The second river to be considered is the Madison, one of 
the Missouri River’s headwater tributaries. Named by 
Lewis and Clark for then-Secretary of State James Madison, 
the Madison River courses west out of the Northern Rocky 
Mountains of Wyoming and Montana in what is now Yellow­
stone National Park, then runs north and merges with the 
Jefferson and Gallatin Rivers at Three Forks, Montana, to 
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form the Upper Missouri. Lewis and Clark Journals 158; 
Rivers of North America 459; 7 Encyclopaedia Britannica 
658; 2 Columbia Gazetteer 2242. Along its path, the Madi­
son River flows through two lakes artificially created by 
dams built in canyons: Hebgen Lake and Ennis Lake. Fed­
eral Writers’ Project of the Work Projects Administration, 
Montana: A State Guide Book 356 (J. Stahlberg ed. 1949); R. 
Aarstad, E. Arguimbau, E. Baumler, C. Porsild, & B. Shov­
ers, Montana Place Names From Alzada to Zortman: A Mon­
tana Historical Society Guide 166 (2009). 

C 

The third river at issue in this case is the Clark Fork. 
That river, which consists in large part of “long, narrow 
streams confined by mountainous terrain,” rises at an eleva­
tion of about 5,000 feet in the Silver Bow Mountains of south­
western Montana. 3 Encyclopaedia Britannica 352; Dept. of 
Interior, U. S. Geological Survey, J. Stevens & F. Henshaw, 
Surface Water Supply of the United States, 1907–8, Water-
Supply Paper 252, pp. 81–82 (1910). The river flows north­
ward for about 40 miles; turns northwest for a stretch; then 
turns abruptly northeast for a short stint, by which time it 
has descended nearly 2,500 feet in altitude. It then resumes 
a northwestward course until it empties into Lake Pend 
Oreille in northern Idaho, out of which flows a tributary to 
the Columbia River of the Pacific Northwest. Ibid.; 1 Co­
lumbia Gazetteer 816. The Clark Fork is “one of the wild­
est and most picturesque streams in the West,” marked 
by “many waterfalls and boxed gorges.” Federal Writers’ 
Projects of the Works Progress Administration, Idaho: A 
Guide in Word and Picture 230 (2d ed. 1950). 

Lewis and Clark knew of the Clark Fork River but did not 
try to navigate it, in part because the absence of salmon in 
one of its tributaries made Lewis believe “ ‘there must be a 
considerable fall in [the river] below.’ ” H. Fritz, The Lewis 
and Clark Expedition 38–39 (2004). This was correct, for 
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shortly before the Clark Fork exits to Idaho from the north­
west corner of Montana, “the waters of the river dash madly 
along their rocky bed,” dropping over 30 feet in a half mile 
as they rush over falls and rapids including a “foaming wa­
terfall” now known as Thompson Falls. O. Rand, A Vaca­
tion Excursion: From Massachusetts Bay to Puget Sound 
176–177 (1884); C. Kirk, A History of the Montana Power 
Company 231 (2008). 

II 

Petitioner PPL Montana, LLC (PPL), owns and operates 
hydroelectric facilities that serve Montana residents and 
businesses. Ten of its facilities are built upon riverbeds 
underlying segments of the Upper Missouri, Madison, 
and Clark Fork Rivers. It is these beds to which title is 
disputed. 

On the Upper Missouri River, PPL has seven hydroelec­
tric dams. Five of them are along the Great Falls reach, 
including on the three tallest falls; and the other two are 
in canyons upstream on the Stubbs Ferry stretch. See K. 
Robison, Cascade County and Great Falls 56 (2011); Aarstad 
et al., supra, at 125, 119, 145–146. On the Madison River, 
two hydroelectric dams are located in steep canyons. On 
the Clark Fork River, a hydroelectric facility is constructed 
on the Thompson Falls. 

The dams on the Upper Missouri and Madison are called 
the Missouri-Madison project. The Thompson Falls facility 
is called the Thompson Falls project. Both projects are li­
censed by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
PPL acquired them in 1999 from its predecessor, the Mon­
tana Power Company. 355 Mont., at 405–406, 229 P. 3d, 
at 426. 

PPL’s power facilities have existed at their locations for 
many decades, some for over a century. See Robison, supra, 
at 40 (Black Eagle Falls dam constructed by 1891). Until 
recently, these facilities were operated without title-based 
objection by the State of Montana. The State was well 
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aware of the facilities’ existence on the riverbeds—indeed, 
various Montana state agencies had participated in federal 
licensing proceedings for these hydroelectric projects. See, 
e. g., Montana Power Co., 8 F. P. C. 751, 752 (1949) (Thomp­
son Falls project); Montana Power Co., 27 FERC ¶62,097, 
pp. 63,188–63,189 (1984) (Ryan Dam of Missouri-Madison 
project). Yet the State did not seek, and accordingly PPL 
and its predecessor did not pay, compensation for use of 
the riverbeds. 355 Mont., at 406, 229 P. 3d, at 427. Instead, 
the understanding of PPL and the United States is that PPL 
has been paying rents to the United States for use of those 
riverbeds, as well as for use of river uplands flooded by 
PPL’s projects. Reply Brief for Petitioner 4; App. to Supp. 
Brief to Reply in Opposition 4–5; Brief for United States as 
Amicus Curiae 3, n. 3. 

In 2003, parents of Montana schoolchildren sued PPL in 
the United States District Court for the District of Montana, 
arguing that PPL had built its facilities on riverbeds that 
were state owned and part of Montana’s school trust lands. 
355 Mont., at 406, 229 P. 3d, at 426. Prompted by the litiga­
tion, the State joined the lawsuit, for the first time seeking 
rents for PPL’s riverbed use. The case was dismissed in 
September 2005 for lack of diversity jurisdiction. Dolan v. 
PPL Montana, LLC, No. 9:03–cv–167 (D Mont., Sept. 27, 
2005). 

PPL and two other power companies sued the State of 
Montana in the First Judicial District Court of Montana, ar­
guing that the State was barred from seeking compensation 
for use of the riverbeds. 355 Mont., at 407–408, 229 P. 3d, 
at 427–428. By counterclaim, the State sought a declaration 
that under the equal-footing doctrine it owns the riverbeds 
used by PPL and can charge rent for their use. Id., at 408, 
229 P. 3d, at 428. The Montana trial court granted summary 
judgment to Montana as to navigability for purposes of de­
termining riverbed title. Id., at 408–409, 413–414, 229 P. 3d, 
at 428, 431–432; App. to Pet. for Cert. 143. The court de­
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cided that the State owned the riverbeds. 355 Mont., at 
428–429, 229 P. 3d, at 440. The court ordered PPL to pay 
$40,956,180 in rent for use of the riverbeds between 2000 and 
2007. Id., at 431–432, 229 P. 3d, at 442–443. Whether a 
lease for future periods would commence, and, if so, at what 
rental rate, seems to have been left to the discretion of the 
Montana Board of Land Commissioners. App. to Pet. for 
Cert. 128–129. 

In a decision by a divided court, the Montana Supreme 
Court affirmed. 355 Mont., at 461–462, 229 P. 3d, at 460– 
461; id., at 462, 229 P. 3d, at 461 (dissenting opinion). The 
court reasoned from the background principle that “naviga­
bility for title purposes is very liberally construed.” Id., at 
438, 229 P. 3d, at 446. It dismissed as having “limited appli­
cability” this Court’s approach of assessing the navigability 
of the disputed segment of the river rather than the river as 
a whole. Id., at 441–442, 229 P. 3d, at 448–449. The Mon­
tana court accepted that certain relevant stretches of the 
rivers were not navigable but declared them “merely short 
interruptions” insufficient as a matter of law to find nonnavi­
gability, since traffic had circumvented those stretches by 
overland portage. Id., at 438, 442, 229 P. 3d, at 446, 449. 
Placing extensive reliance upon evidence of present-day use 
of the Madison River, the court found that river navigable 
as a matter of law at the time of statehood. Id., at 439, 229 
P. 3d, at 447. 

Justice Rice dissented. Id., at 462, 229 P. 3d, at 461. He 
stated that “courts are not to assume an entire river is navi­
gable merely because certain reaches of the river are naviga­
ble.” Id., at 464, 229 P. 3d, at 462. The majority erred, he 
wrote, in rejecting the “section-by-section approach” and 
“declaring, as a matter of law, that the reaches claimed by 
PPL to be non-navigable are simply too ‘short’ to matter,” 
when in fact PPL’s evidence showed the “disputed reaches 
of the rivers were, at the time of statehood, non-navigable.” 
Id., at 463–466, 476–477, 229 P. 3d, at 462–464, 470. 
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This Court granted certiorari, 564 U. S. 1018 (2011), and 
now reverses the judgment. 

III 

A 

PPL contends the opinion of the Montana Supreme Court 
is flawed in three respects: first, the court’s failure to con­
sider with care the navigability of the particular river seg­
ments to which title is disputed, and its disregard of the 
necessary overland portage around some of those segments; 
second, its misplaced reliance upon evidence of present-day, 
recreational use; and third, what the state court itself called 
its liberal construction of the navigability test, which did not 
place the burden of proof upon the State to show navigability. 
Brief for Petitioner 26. The United States as amicus is in 
substantial agreement with PPL’s arguments, although it 
offers a more extended discussion with respect to evidence 
of present-day, recreational use. Brief for United States 
27–33. 

It is appropriate to begin the analysis by discussing the 
legal principles that control the case. 

B 

The rule that the States, in their capacity as sovereigns, 
hold title to the beds under navigable waters has origins in 
English common law. See Shively v. Bowlby, 152 U. S. 1, 13 
(1894). A distinction was made in England between waters 
subject to the ebb and flow of the tide (royal rivers) and 
nontidal waters (public highways). With respect to royal 
rivers, the Crown was presumed to hold title to the riverbed 
and soil, but the public retained the right of passage and the 
right to fish in the stream. With respect to public highways, 
as the name suggests, the public also retained the right of 
water passage; but title to the riverbed and soil, as a general 
matter, was held in private ownership. Riparian landown­
ers shared title, with each owning from his side to the center 
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thread of the stream, as well as the exclusive right to fish 
there. See Idaho v. Coeur d’Alene Tribe of Idaho, 521 U. S. 
261, 285 (1997) (summarizing J. Angell, A Treatise on the 
Common Law in Relation to Water-Courses 14–18 (1824)); 3 
J. Kent, Commentaries on American Law 528–529 (9th ed. 
1858). 

While the tide-based distinction for bed title was the initial 
rule in the 13 Colonies, after the Revolution American law 
moved to a different standard. Some state courts came 
early to the conclusion that a State holds presumptive title 
to navigable waters whether or not the waters are subject 
to the ebb and flow of the tide. See, e. g., Carson v. Blazer, 
2 Binn. 475 (Pa. 1810); Executors of Cates v. Wadlington, 12 
S. C. L. 580 (1822); Wilson v. Forbes, 13 N. C. 30 (1828); Bul­
lock v. Wilson, 2 Port. 436 (Ala. 1835); Elder v. Burrus, 25 
Tenn. 358 (1845). The tidal rule of “navigability” for sover­
eign ownership of riverbeds, while perhaps appropriate for 
England’s dominant coastal geography, was ill suited to the 
United States with its vast number of major inland rivers 
upon which navigation could be sustained. See L. Houck, 
Law of Navigable Rivers 26–27, 31–35 (1868); Packer v. Bird, 
137 U. S. 661, 667–669 (1891). By the late 19th century, 
the Court had recognized “the now prevailing doctrine” of 
state sovereign “title in the soil of rivers really navigable.” 
Shively, supra, at 31; see Barney v. Keokuk, 94 U. S. 324, 336 
(1877) (“In this country, as a general thing, all waters are 
deemed navigable which are really so”). This title rule be­
came known as “navigability in fact.” 

The rule for state riverbed title assumed federal consti­
tutional significance under the equal-footing doctrine. In 
1842, the Court declared that for the 13 original States, the 
people of each State, based on principles of sovereignty, 
“hold the absolute right to all their navigable waters and the 
soils under them,” subject only to rights surrendered and 
powers granted by the Constitution to the Federal Govern­
ment. Martin v. Lessee of Waddell, 16 Pet. 367, 410. In a 
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series of 19th-century cases, the Court determined that the 
same principle applied to States later admitted to the Union, 
because the States in the Union are coequal sovereigns 
under the Constitution. See, e. g., Lessee of Pollard v. 
Hagan, 3 How. 212, 228–229 (1845); Knight v. United States 
Land Assn., 142 U. S. 161, 183 (1891); Shively, supra, at 
26–31; see United States v. Texas, 339 U. S. 707, 716 (1950). 
These precedents are the basis for the equal-footing doc­
trine, under which a State’s title to these lands was “con­
ferred not by Congress but by the Constitution itself.” 
Oregon ex rel. State Land Bd. v. Corvallis Sand & Gravel 
Co., 429 U. S. 363, 374 (1977). It follows that any ensuing 
questions of navigability for determining state riverbed title 
are governed by federal law. See, e. g., United States v. 
Utah, 283 U. S. 64, 75 (1931); United States v. Oregon, 295 
U. S. 1, 14 (1935). 

The title consequences of the equal-footing doctrine can be 
stated in summary form: Upon statehood, the State gains 
title within its borders to the beds of waters then navigable 
(or tidally influenced, see Phillips Petroleum Co. v. Missis­
sippi, 484 U. S. 469 (1988), although that is not relevant in 
this case). It may allocate and govern those lands according 
to state law subject only to “the paramount power of the 
United States to control such waters for purposes of naviga­
tion in interstate and foreign commerce.” Oregon, supra, 
at 14; see Montana v. United States, 450 U. S. 544, 551 
(1981); United States v. Holt State Bank, 270 U. S. 49, 54 
(1926). The United States retains any title vested in it be­
fore statehood to any land beneath waters not then navigable 
(and not tidally influenced), to be transferred or licensed if 
and as it chooses. See Utah, supra, at 75; Oregon, supra, 
at 14. 

Returning to the “navigability in fact” rule, the Court has 
explained the elements of this test. A basic formulation of 
the rule was set forth in The Daniel Ball, 10 Wall. 557 (1871), 
a case concerning federal power to regulate navigation: 
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“Those rivers must be regarded as public navigable riv­
ers in law which are navigable in fact. And they are 
navigable in fact when they are used, or are susceptible 
of being used, in their ordinary condition, as highways 
for commerce, over which trade and travel are or may 
be conducted in the customary modes of trade and travel 
on water.” Id., at 563. 

The Daniel Ball formulation has been invoked in consider­
ing the navigability of waters for purposes of assessing fed­
eral regulatory authority under the Constitution, and the 
application of specific federal statutes, as to the waters and 
their beds. See, e. g., ibid.; The Montello, 20 Wall. 430, 439 
(1874); United States v. Appalachian Elec. Power Co., 311 
U. S. 377, 406, and n. 21 (1940) (Federal Power Act); Rapanos 
v. United States, 547 U. S. 715, 730–731 (2006) (plurality opin­
ion) (Clean Water Act); id., at 761 (Kennedy, J., concurring 
in judgment) (same). It has been used as well to determine 
questions of title to water beds under the equal-footing doc­
trine. See Utah, supra, at 76; Oklahoma v. Texas, 258 U. S. 
574, 586 (1922); Holt State Bank, supra, at 56. It should be 
noted, however, that the test for navigability is not applied 
in the same way in these distinct types of cases. 

Among the differences in application are the following. 
For state title under the equal-footing doctrine, navigability 
is determined at the time of statehood, see Utah, supra, at 
75, and based on the “natural and ordinary condition” of the 
water, see Oklahoma, supra, at 591. In contrast, admiralty 
jurisdiction extends to water routes made navigable even if 
not formerly so, see, e. g., Ex parte Boyer, 109 U. S. 629, 
631–632 (1884) (artificial canal); and federal regulatory au­
thority encompasses waters that only recently have become 
navigable, see, e. g., Philadelphia Co. v. Stimson, 223 U. S. 
605, 634–635 (1912), were once navigable but are no longer, 
see Economy Light & Power Co. v. United States, 256 U. S. 
113, 123–124 (1921), or are not navigable and never have been 
but may become so by reasonable improvements, see Appa­
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lachian Elec. Power Co., supra, at 407–408. With respect 
to the federal commerce power, the inquiry regarding navi­
gation historically focused on interstate commerce. See The 
Daniel Ball, supra, at 564. And, of course, the commerce 
power extends beyond navigation. See Kaiser Aetna v. 
United States, 444 U. S. 164, 173–174 (1979). In contrast, for 
title purposes, the inquiry depends only on navigation and 
not on interstate travel. See Utah, supra, at 76. This list 
of differences is not exhaustive. Indeed, “[e]ach application 
of [the Daniel Ball] test . . . is apt to uncover variations and 
refinements which require further elaboration.” Appala­
chian Elec. Power Co., supra, at 406. 

IV 

A 

The primary flaw in the reasoning of the Montana Su­
preme Court lies in its treatment of the question of river 
segments and overland portage. 

To determine title to a riverbed under the equal-footing 
doctrine, this Court considers the river on a segment-by­
segment basis to assess whether the segment of the river, 
under which the riverbed in dispute lies, is navigable or not. 
In United States v. Utah, for example, the Court noted: 

“[T]he controversy relates only to the sections of the 
rivers which are described in the complaint, and the 
Master has limited his findings and conclusions as to 
navigability accordingly. The propriety of this course, 
in view of the physical characteristics of the streams, 
is apparent. Even where the navigability of a river, 
speaking generally, is a matter of common knowledge, 
and hence one of which judicial notice may be taken, it 
may yet be a question, to be determined upon evidence, 
how far navigability extends.” 283 U. S., at 77. 

The Court went on to conclude, after reciting and assessing 
the evidence, that the Colorado River was navigable for 
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its first roughly 4-mile stretch, nonnavigable for the next 
roughly 36-mile stretch, and navigable for its remaining 149 
miles. Id., at 73–74, 79–81, 89. The Court noted the impor­
tance of determining “the exact point at which navigability 
may be deemed to end.” Id., at 90. 

Similarly, in Brewer-Elliott Oil & Gas Co. v. United States, 
260 U. S. 77, 85 (1922), the Court examined the segment of 
the Arkansas River that ran along the Osage Indian Reser­
vation, assessing whether the Arkansas River was “naviga­
ble in fact at the locus in quo.” The Court concluded that 
the United States originally, and the Osages as its grantees, 
unequivocally held title to the riverbeds because the Arkan­
sas River “is and was not navigable at the place where the 
river bed lots, here in controversy, are.” Id., at 86. The 
Court found the segment of river along the reservation to 
be nonnavigable even though a segment of the river that 
began further downstream was navigable. Ibid. See also 
Oklahoma, supra, at 583, 584, 587–588, 589–591 (noting that 
“how far up the streams navigability extended was not 
known”; assessing separately the segments of the Red River 
above and below its confluence with the Washita River 
within Oklahoma’s borders; and concluding that neither seg­
ment, and hence “no part of the river within Oklahoma,” 
was navigable). 

The Montana Supreme Court discounted the segment-by­
segment approach of this Court’s cases, calling it “a piece 
meal classification of navigability—with some stretches 
declared navigable, and others declared non-navigable.” 
355 Mont., at 440–442, 229 P. 3d, at 448–449. This was error. 
The segment-by-segment approach to navigability for title is 
well settled, and it should not be disregarded. A key justi­
fication for sovereign ownership of navigable riverbeds is 
that a contrary rule would allow private riverbed owners to 
erect improvements on the riverbeds that could interfere 
with the public’s right to use the waters as a highway for 
commerce. While the Federal Government and States re­
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tain regulatory power to protect public navigation, allocation 
to the State of the beds underlying navigable rivers reduces 
the possibility of conflict between private and public inter­
ests. See Utah, supra, at 82–83; Packer, 137 U. S., at 667. 
By contrast, segments that are nonnavigable at the time of 
statehood are those over which commerce could not then 
occur. Thus, there is no reason that these segments also 
should be deemed owned by the State under the equal-
footing doctrine. 

Practical considerations also support segmentation. 
Physical conditions that affect navigability often vary sig­
nificantly over the length of a river. This is particularly 
true with longer rivers, which can traverse vastly different 
terrain and the flow of which can be affected by varying local 
climates. The Missouri River provides an excellent exam­
ple: Between its headwaters and mouth, it runs for over 2,000 
miles out of steep mountains, through canyons and upon 
rocky beds, over waterfalls and rapids, and across sandy 
plains, capturing runoff from snow melt and farmland rains 
alike. These shifts in physical conditions provide a means 
to determine appropriate start points and end points for the 
segment in question. Topographical and geographical indi­
cators may assist. See, e. g., Utah, supra, at 77–80 (gradient 
changes); Oklahoma, 258 U. S., at 589 (location of tributary 
providing additional flow). 

A segment approach to riverbed title allocation under the 
equal-footing doctrine is consistent with the manner in which 
private parties seek to establish riverbed title. For centu­
ries, where title to the riverbed was not in the sovereign, the 
common-law rule for allocating riverbed title among riparian 
landowners involved apportionment defined both by segment 
(each landowner owns bed and soil along the length of his 
land adjacent) and thread (each landowner owns bed and soil 
to the center of the stream). See J. Angell, A Treatise on 
the Law of Watercourses 18 (6th ed. 1869); Tyler v. Wilkin­
son, 24 F. Cas. 472, 474 (No. 14,312) (CC RI 1827) (Story, J.). 
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Montana, moreover, cannot suggest that segmentation is in-
administrable when the state courts managed to divide up 
and apportion the underlying riverbeds for purposes of 
determining their value and the corresponding rents owed 
by PPL. 

The Montana Supreme Court, relying upon Utah, decided 
that the segment-by-segment approach is inapplicable here 
because it “does not apply to ‘short interruption[s] of naviga­
bility in a stream otherwise navigable.’ ” 355 Mont., at 442, 
229 P. 3d, at 449 (quoting Utah, 283 U. S., at 77). This was 
mistaken. In Utah, this Court noted in passing that the 
facts of the case concerned “long reaches with particular 
characteristics of navigability or non-navigability” rather 
than “short interruption[s].” Id., at 77. The Court in Utah 
did not say the case would have a different outcome if a 
“short interruption” were concerned. Ibid. 

Even if the law might find some nonnavigable segments so 
minimal that they merit treatment as part of a longer, navi­
gable reach for purposes of title under the equal-footing doc­
trine, it is doubtful that any of the segments in this case 
would meet that standard, and one—the Great Falls reach— 
certainly would not. As an initial matter, the kinds of con­
siderations that would define a de minimis exception to the 
segment-by-segment approach would be those related to 
principles of ownership and title, such as inadministrability 
of parcels of exceedingly small size, or worthlessness of the 
parcels due to overdivision. See Heller, The Tragedy of the 
Anticommons, 111 Harv. L. Rev. 621, 682–684 (1998) (explain­
ing that dividing property into square-inch parcels could, ab­
sent countervailing legal mechanisms, “paralyze the alien-
ability of scarce resources . . . or diminish their value too 
drastically”). An analysis of segmentation must be sensibly 
applied. A comparison of the nonnavigable segment’s 
length to the overall length of the stream, for instance, would 
be simply irrelevant to the issue at hand. 
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A number of the segments at issue here are both discrete, 
as defined by physical features characteristic of navigability 
or nonnavigability, and substantial, as a matter of admin­
istrability for title purposes. This is best illustrated by the 
Great Falls reach, which is 17 miles long and has distinct 
drops including five waterfalls and continuous rapids in be­
tween. There is plenty of reason to doubt that reach’s navi­
gability based on the presence of the series of falls. There 
is also reason to think that title to that segment of bed would 
not be worthless or inadministrable. Indeed, the State 
sought and was awarded rent in the amount of $41 million 
for PPL’s various hydroelectric facilities attached to the 
riverbeds, half of which are along the Great Falls reach. 

Applying its “short interruptions” approach, the Montana 
Supreme Court decided that the Great Falls reach was navi­
gable because it could be managed by way of land route por­
tage. 355 Mont., at 440, 442, 229 P. 3d, at 447, 449. The 
court noted in particular the portage of Lewis and Clark’s 
expedition. Ibid. Yet that very portage reveals the prob­
lem with the Montana Supreme Court’s analysis. Leaving 
behind their larger boats, Lewis and Clark transported their 
supplies and some small canoes about 18 miles over land, 
which took at least 11 days and probably more. See Lewis 
and Clark Journals 126–152; 9 Journals of the Lewis & Clark 
Expedition 173; Dear Brother 109. Even if portage were to 
take travelers only one day, its significance is the same: It 
demonstrates the need to bypass the river segment, all be­
cause that part of the river is nonnavigable. Thus, the Mon­
tana Supreme Court was wrong to state, with respect to the 
Great Falls reach and other stretches of the rivers in ques­
tion, that portages “are not sufficient to defeat a finding of 
navigability.” 355 Mont., at 438, 229 P. 3d, at 446. In most 
cases, they are, because they require transportation over 
land rather than over the water. This is such a case, at least 
as to the Great Falls reach. 
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In reaching its conclusion that the necessity of portage 
does not undermine navigability, the Montana Supreme 
Court misapplied this Court’s decision in The Montello, 20 
Wall. 430. See 355 Mont., at 438, 229 P. 3d, at 446. The 
consideration of portage in The Montello was for a different 
purpose. The Court did not seek to determine whether the 
river in question was navigable for title purposes but instead 
whether it was navigable for purposes of determining 
whether boats upon it could be regulated by the Federal 
Government. 20 Wall., at 439, 445. The primary focus in 
The Montello was not upon navigability in fact but upon 
whether the river was a “navigable water of the United 
States.” Id., at 439, 443. The latter inquiry is doctrinally 
distinct. It turns upon whether the river “forms by itself, or 
by its connection with other waters, a continued highway 
over which commerce is, or may be, carried with other States 
or foreign countries in the customary modes in which such 
commerce is conducted by water.” Id., at 439 (citing The 
Daniel Ball, 10 Wall. 557). It is language similar to “contin­
ued highway” that Montana urges the Court to import into 
the title context in lieu of the Court’s established segmenta­
tion approach. Brief for Respondent 42–43, n. 16. 

The Montello reasonably concluded that the portages re­
quired in that case did not prevent the river from being part 
of a channel of interstate commerce. Portages continued 
that channel because goods could be successfully transported 
interstate, in part upon the waters in question. This pro­
vided sufficient basis to regulate steamboats at places where 
those boats could and did, in fact, navigate portions of the 
river. 20 Wall., at 445. Here, by contrast, the question re­
gards ownership of the bed under river segments that the 
Montana Supreme Court, by calling them “interruptions in 
the navigation,” 355 Mont., at 442, 229 P. 3d, at 449, acknowl­
edges were nonnavigable. The reasoning and the inquiry of 
The Montello does not control the outcome where the quite 
different concerns of the riverbed title context apply. 
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Having clarified that portages may defeat navigability for 
title purposes, and do so with respect to the Great Falls 
reach, the Court sees no evidence in the record that could 
demonstrate that the Great Falls reach was navigable. 
Montana does not dispute that overland portage was neces­
sary to traverse that reach. Indeed, the State admits “the 
falls themselves were not passable by boat at statehood.” 
Brief for Respondent 10. And the trial court noted the falls 
had never been navigated. App. to Pet. for Cert. 137. 
Based on these statements, this Court now concludes, con­
trary to the Montana Supreme Court’s decision, that the 17­
mile Great Falls reach, at least from the head of the first 
waterfall to the foot of the last, is not navigable for purposes 
of riverbed title under the equal-footing doctrine. 

This Court also determines, based on evidence in the rec­
ord, that there is a significant likelihood that some of the 
other river stretches in dispute also fail the federal test of 
navigability for the purpose of determining title. For exam­
ple, as to the disputed segment of the Clark Fork River, the 
Montana Supreme Court incorrectly stated the sole evidence 
for nonnavigability “consists of conclusory statements . . . 
without any specific factual support.” 355 Mont., at 440, 229 
P. 3d, at 448. In fact, PPL introduced a report of the U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers from 1891, two years after Mon­
tana’s date of statehood, documenting that the portion of the 
Clark Fork River between Missoula and Lake Pend Oreille 
(which includes the location of PPL’s Thompson Falls facility) 
had a fall of about 1,100 feet in 250 miles and “is a mountain 
torrential stream, full of rocks, rapids, and falls, . . . utterly 
unnavigable, and incapable of being made navigable except 
at an enormous cost.” 2 H. R. Exec. Doc., at 3250; see App. 
379–380 (Docket No. 169). The report based its conclusions 
on various failed attempts to navigate the river. It found 
the Thompson Falls “a complete obstruction to navigation” 
and the river around that area “exceedingly rapid, rough, 
and full of rocks.” 2 H. R. Exec. Doc., at 3251. This was con­
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sistent with a 1910 Federal District Court decree. The de­
cree adjudicated a title dispute between two private parties 
over the riverbed near and under Thompson Falls and de­
clared the river at that place “was and is a non-navigable 
stream incapable of carrying the products of the country in 
the usual manner of water transportation.” Steele v. Don­
lan, Equity No. 950 (CC D Mont., July 19, 1910), p. 1; see 
App. 380–381 (Docket No. 169). While the ultimate decision 
as to this and the other disputed river stretches is to be 
determined, in the first instance, by the Montana courts upon 
remand, the relevant evidence should be assessed in light of 
the principles discussed in this opinion. 

B 

The Montana Supreme Court further erred as a matter of 
law in its reliance upon the evidence of present-day, primar­
ily recreational use of the Madison River. Error is not in­
herent in a court’s consideration of such evidence, but the 
evidence must be confined to that which shows the river 
could sustain the kinds of commercial use that, as a realistic 
matter, might have occurred at the time of statehood. Navi­
gability must be assessed as of the time of statehood, and it 
concerns the river’s usefulness for “ ‘trade and travel,’ ” 
rather than for other purposes. See Utah, 283 U. S., at 75– 
76. Mere use by initial explorers or trappers, who may have 
dragged their boats in or alongside the river despite its non-
navigability in order to avoid getting lost, or to provide 
water for their horses and themselves, is not itself enough. 
See Oregon, 295 U. S., at 20–21 (evidence that “trappers ap­
pear to have waded or walked” through the river, dragging 
their boats rather than floating them, had “no bearing on 
navigability”). 

True, river segments are navigable not only if they “[were] 
used,” but also if they “[were] susceptible of being used,” as 
highways of commerce at the time of statehood. Utah, 
supra, at 76 (internal quotation marks omitted). Evidence 
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of recreational use, depending on its nature, may bear upon 
susceptibility of commercial use at the time of statehood. 
See Appalachian Elec. Power Co., 311 U. S., at 416 (“[P]er­
sonal or private use by boats demonstrates the availability of 
the stream for the simpler types of commercial navigation”); 
Utah, 283 U. S., at 82 (fact that actual use has “been more of 
a private nature than of a public, commercial sort . . . cannot 
be regarded as controlling”). Similarly, poststatehood evi­
dence, depending on its nature, may show susceptibility of 
use at the time of statehood. See id., at 82–83 (“[E]xtensive 
and continued [historical] use for commercial purposes” may 
be the “most persuasive” form of evidence, but the “crucial 
question” is the potential for such use at the time of state­
hood, rather than “the mere manner or extent of actual use”). 

Evidence of present-day use may be considered to the ex­
tent it informs the historical determination whether the 
river segment was susceptible of use for commercial naviga­
tion at the time of statehood. For the susceptibility analy­
sis, it must be determined whether trade and travel could 
have been conducted “in the customary modes of trade and 
travel on water,” over the relevant river segment “in its 
natural and ordinary condition.” Id., at 76 (internal quota­
tion marks omitted). At a minimum, therefore, the party 
seeking to use present-day evidence for title purposes must 
show: (1) the watercraft are meaningfully similar to those in 
customary use for trade and travel at the time of statehood; 
and (2) the river’s poststatehood condition is not materially 
different from its physical condition at statehood. See also 
Oregon, supra, at 18 (finding that scientific and historical evi­
dence showed that the physical condition of particular water 
bodies had not varied substantially since statehood in a way 
that might affect navigation). If modern watercraft permit 
navigability where the historical watercraft would not, or if 
the river has changed in ways that substantially improve its 
navigability, then the evidence of present-day use has little 
or no bearing on navigability at statehood. 
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The Montana Supreme Court opinion offered no indication 
that it made these necessary findings. The court concluded 
the evidence of present-day use of the Madison was proba­
tive of its susceptibility of use at statehood, but there is no 
apparent basis for its conclusion. 355 Mont., at 442–443, 
438–439, 229 P. 3d, at 449, 446–447. The court did not find 
the watercraft similar to those used at the time of statehood, 
and the State’s evidence of present-day use for recreational 
fishing did not indicate what types of boats are now used. 
App. 46–48. Modern recreational fishing boats, including in­
flatable rafts and lightweight canoes or kayaks, may be able 
to navigate waters much more shallow or with rockier beds 
than the boats customarily used for trade and travel at 
statehood. 

As to the river’s physical condition, the Montana Supreme 
Court did not assess with care PPL’s evidence about changes 
to the river’s flow and the location and pattern of its channel 
since statehood. The affidavit of PPL’s expert in fluvial 
geomorphology—the study of river-related landforms—at 
least suggests that as a result of PPL’s dams, the river has 
become “less torrential” in high flow periods and less shallow 
in low flow periods. Id., at 575–577 (Docket No. 170). 
Thus, the river may well be easier to navigate now than at 
statehood. 

The Montana Supreme Court altogether ignored the ex­
pert’s reasoning about the past condition of the river’s chan­
nels and the significance of that information for navigability. 
Further, contrary to the Montana Supreme Court’s sugges­
tion, the expert’s affidavit was not mere evidence of change 
in “seasonal variations” of water depth. 355 Mont., at 440, 
229 P. 3d, at 448. It provided meaningful evidence that the 
river’s conditions had changed since statehood in ways that 
made present-day navigation of the river easier in all seasons 
than it was at the relevant time. While the Montana court 
was correct that a river need not be susceptible of navigation 
at every point during the year, neither can that susceptibility 
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be so brief that it is not a commercial reality. Against this 
background, the present-day recreational use of the river did 
not bear on navigability for purposes of title under the equal-
footing doctrine. The Montana Supreme Court’s reliance 
upon the State’s evidence of present-day recreational use, at 
least without further inquiry, was wrong as a matter of law. 

C 
The above analysis is sufficient to require reversal of the 

grant of summary judgment to Montana. Therefore, the 
Court declines to decide whether the Montana Supreme 
Court further erred as to the burden of proof regarding 
navigability. 

D 
As a final contention, the State of Montana suggests that 

denying the State title to the riverbeds here in dispute will 
undermine the public trust doctrine, which concerns pub­
lic access to the waters above those beds for purposes of 
navigation, fishing, and other recreational uses. Brief 
for Respondent 20, 24–26. This suggestion underscores 
the State’s misapprehension of the equal-footing and public 
trust doctrines. 

The public trust doctrine is of ancient origin. Its roots 
trace to Roman civil law and its principles can be found in 
the English common law on public navigation and fishing 
rights over tidal lands and in the state laws of this country. 
See Coeur d’Alene, 521 U. S., at 284–286; Illinois Central 
R. Co. v. Illinois, 146 U. S. 387, 458 (1892); D. Slade, Putting 
the Public Trust Doctrine to Work 3–8, 15–24 (1990); see, 
e. g., National Audubon Soc. v. Superior Court of Alpine 
Cty., 33 Cal. 3d 419, 433–441, 658 P. 2d 709, 718–724 (1983); 
Arnold v. Mundy, 6 N. J. L. 1, 9–10 (1821). Unlike the equal-
footing doctrine, however, which is the constitutional founda­
tion for the navigability rule of riverbed title, the public 
trust doctrine remains a matter of state law, see Coeur 
d’Alene, supra, at 285 (Illinois Central, a Supreme Court 
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public trust case, was “ ‘necessarily a statement of Illinois 
law’ ”); Appleby v. City of New York, 271 U. S. 364, 395 (1926) 
(same), subject as well to the federal power to regulate ves­
sels and navigation under the Commerce Clause and admi­
ralty power. While equal-footing cases have noted that the 
State takes title to the navigable waters and their beds in 
trust for the public, see Shively, 152 U. S., at 49, 15–17, 24, 
46, the contours of that public trust do not depend upon 
the Constitution. Under accepted principles of federalism, 
the States retain residual power to determine the scope of 
the public trust over waters within their borders, while fed­
eral law determines riverbed title under the equal-footing 
doctrine. 

V 

As the litigation history of this case shows, Montana filed 
its claim for riverbed rent over a century after the first of 
the dams was built upon the riverbeds. Montana had not 
sought compensation before then, despite its full aware­
ness of PPL’s hydroelectric projects and despite the State’s 
own participation in the projects’ federal licensing process. 
While this Court does not reach the question, it may be 
that by virtue of the State’s sovereignty, neither laches nor 
estoppel could apply in a strict sense to bar the State’s much 
belated claim. Still, the reliance by PPL and its predeces­
sors in title upon the State’s long failure to assert title is 
some evidence to support the conclusion that the river seg­
ments were nonnavigable for purposes of the equal-footing 
doctrine. 

The Montana Supreme Court’s ruling that Montana owns 
and may charge for use of riverbeds across the State was 
based upon an infirm legal understanding of this Court’s 
rules of navigability for title under the equal-footing doc­
trine. As the Court said in Brewer-Elliott: “It is not for a 
State by courts or legislature, in dealing with the general 
subject of beds of streams, to adopt a retroactive rule for 
determining navigability which . . . would enlarge what actu­
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ally passed to the State, at the time of her admission, under 
the constitutional rule of equality here invoked.” 260 U. S., 
at 88. 

* * * 

The judgment of the Montana Supreme Court is reversed, 
and the case is remanded for further proceedings not incon­
sistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 
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Syllabus 

DOUGLAS, DIRECTOR, CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT
 
OF HEALTH CARE SERVICES v. INDEPENDENT
 
LIVING CENTER OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA,
 

INC., et al.
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 09–958. Argued October 3, 2011—Decided February 22, 2012* 

Medicaid is a cooperative federal-state program that provides medical care 
to needy individuals. To qualify for federal funds, a State must submit 
its Medicaid plan and any amendments to the federal agency that admin­
isters the program, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS). Before approving a plan or amendments, CMS conducts a re­
view to determine whether they comply with federal requirements. 
Federal law requires state plans or amendments to “assure that pay­
ments are consistent with efficiency, economy, and quality of care and 
are sufficient to enlist enough providers” to make Medicaid “care and 
services” available. 42 U. S. C. § 1396a(a)(30)(A). 

After California enacted three statutes reducing the State’s payments 
to various Medicaid providers, the State submitted plan amendments to 
CMS. Before the agency finished its review, Medicaid providers and 
beneficiaries sought, in a series of cases, to enjoin the rate reductions 
on the ground that they were pre-empted by federal Medicaid law. In 
seven decisions, the Ninth Circuit ultimately affirmed or ordered pre­
liminary injunctions preventing the State from implementing its stat­
utes. The court (1) held that the providers and beneficiaries could 
bring a Supremacy Clause action; (2) essentially accepted their claim 
that the State did not show that its amended plan would provide suf­

*Together with No. 09–1158, Douglas, Director, California Department 
of Health Care Services v. California Pharmacists Association et al., 
Douglas, Director, California Department of Health Care Services v. Cal­
ifornia Hospital Association et al. (see this Court’s Rule 12.4), Douglas, 
Director, California Department of Health Care Services v. Independent 
Living Center of Southern California, Inc., et al. (see this Court’s Rule 
12.4), Douglas, Director, California Department of Health Care Services 
v. Dominguez, By and Through Her Mother and Next Friend Brown, 
et al. (see this Court’s Rule 12.4); and No. 10–283, Douglas, Director, Cali­
fornia Department of Health Care Services v. Santa Rosa Memorial Hos­
pital et al., also on certiorari to the same court. 
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ficient services; (3) held that the amendments thus conflicted with 
§ 1396a(a)(30)(A); and (4) held that the federal statute pre-empted 
the new state laws. In the meantime, agency officials disapproved 
the amendments, and California sought further administrative review. 
The cases were in this posture when the Court granted certiorari to 
decide whether respondents could mount a Supremacy Clause challenge. 
After oral argument, CMS approved several of the State’s amendments, 
and the State withdrew its requests for approval of the remainder. 

Held: The judgments are vacated and the cases are remanded, thereby 
permitting the parties to argue before the Ninth Circuit in the first 
instance the question whether respondents may maintain Suprem­
acy Clause actions now that CMS has approved the state statutes. 
Pp. 613–616. 

(a) CMS’ approval does not make these cases moot, but it does put 
them in a different posture, since the federal agency charged with ad­
ministering Medicaid has now found that the rate reductions comply 
with federal law. That decision does not change the substantive ques­
tion whether California’s statutes are consistent with federal law, but it 
may change the answer. It may also require respondents to seek re­
view of CMS’ determination under the Administrative Procedure Act 
(APA) rather than in a Supremacy Clause action against California. 
The APA would likely permit respondents to obtain an authoritative 
judicial determination of the merits of their legal claim. And their 
basic challenge now presents the kind of legal question ordinarily calling 
for APA review. The Medicaid Act commits to a federal agency the 
power to administer a federal program, and the agency has exercised 
that authority. As CMS is comparatively expert in the statute’s subject 
matter, its decision carries weight. And § 1396a(a)(30)(A)’s broad and 
general language suggests that CMS’ expertise is relevant in determin­
ing the provision’s application. Finally, to allow a Supremacy Clause 
action to proceed once CMS has reached a decision threatens potential 
inconsistency or confusion. The Ninth Circuit declined to give weight 
to the Federal Government’s interpretation of the federal law, but 
courts are ordinarily required to apply deference standards to agency 
decisionmaking. The parties suggest no reasons why such standards 
should not be applied here or why, now that CMS has acted, a court 
should reach a different result in an APA action than in a Supremacy 
Clause action. That would make the Supremacy Clause challenge at 
best redundant. Permitting it to continue would seem inefficient, for 
the federal agency is not a participant in the action, which will decide 
whether agency-approved state rates violate federal law. Pp. 613–616. 

(b) Given the present posture of the cases, the Court does not address 
whether the Ninth Circuit properly recognized a Supremacy Clause ac­
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tion to enforce the federal law before the agency took final action. To 
decide whether these cases may proceed under the Supremacy Clause 
now that the agency has acted, it will be necessary on remand to con­
sider at least the matters addressed by this Court. P. 616. 

No. 09–958, 572 F. 3d 644 (first judgment), 342 Fed. Appx. 306 (second 
judgment), No. 09–1158, 596 F. 3d 1098, 563 F. 3d 847, 374 Fed. Appx. 
690, 596 F. 3d 1087, and No. 10–283, 380 Fed. Appx. 656, vacated and 
remanded. 

Breyer, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Kennedy, 
Ginsburg, Sotomayor, and Kagan, JJ., joined. Roberts, C. J., filed a 
dissenting opinion, in which Scalia, Thomas, and Alito, JJ., joined, post, 
p. 616. 

Karin S. Schwartz, Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
of California, argued the cause for petitioner in all cases. 
With her on the briefs were Kamala D. Harris, Attorney 
General, Manuel M. Medeiros, State Solicitor General, 
David S. Chaney, Chief Assistant Attorney General, Doug­
las M. Press and Julie Weng-Gutierrez, Senior Assistant At­
torneys General, Richard T. Waldow, Susan M. Carson, and 
Jennifer M. Kim, Supervising Deputy Attorneys General, 
Gregory D. Brown and Carmen Snuggs, Deputy Attorneys 
General, and Dan Schweitzer. 

Deputy Solicitor General Kneedler argued the cause for 
the United States as amicus curiae urging reversal. With 
him on the brief were Acting Solicitor General Katyal, Act­
ing Deputy Solicitor General Kruger, Deputy Assistant At­
torney General Gershengorn, Melissa Arbus Sherry, and 
Mark B. Stern. 

Carter G. Phillips argued the cause for respondents in all 
cases. With him on the brief in No. 10–283 were Eric A. 
Shumsky, Quin M. Sorenson, Lowell J. Schiller, Michael S. 
Sorgen, and Dean L. Johnson. Lynn S. Carman and Stan­
ley L. Friedman filed a brief for Independent Living Center 
of Southern California, Inc., et al., respondents in Nos. 09– 
958 and 09–1158. Deanne E. Maynard, Seth M. Galanter, 
Craig J. Cannizzo, and Lloyd A. Bookman filed a brief for 
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intervenor respondents in No. 09–958 and for California 
Pharmacists, respondents in No. 09–1158. Stephen P. Ber­
zon, Scott A. Kronland, and Stacey M. Leyton filed a brief 
for the Dominguez respondents in No. 09–1158.† 

†Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal in all cases were filed for the 
State of Michigan et al. by Bill Schuette, Attorney General of Michigan, 
John J. Bursch, Solicitor General, Raymond O. Howd, and William R. 
Morris and Joshua S. Smith, Assistant Attorneys General, by William 
H. Ryan, Jr., former Acting Attorney General of Pennsylvania, and by the 
Attorneys General for their respective States as follows: Luther Strange 
of Alabama, John J. Burns of Alaska, Thomas C. Horne of Arizona, Dustin 
McDaniel of Arkansas, John W. Suthers of Colorado, George Jepsen of 
Connecticut, Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, Pamela Jo Bondi of Flor­
ida, David M. Louie of Hawaii, Lawrence G. Wasden of Idaho, Gregory F. 
Zoeller of Indiana, James D. “Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, William J. 
Schneider of Maine, Douglas F. Gansler of Maryland, Jim Hood of Missis­
sippi, Catherine Cortez Masto of Nevada, Roy Cooper of North Carolina, 
E. Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, John R. Kroger of Oregon, Peter Kilmartin 
of Rhode Island, Marty J. Jackley of South Dakota, Robert E. Cooper, Jr., 
of Tennessee, Greg Abbott of Texas, Mark L. Shurtleff of Utah, William 
H. Sorrell of Vermont, Robert M. McKenna of Washington, Darrell V. 
McGraw, Jr., of West Virginia, J. B. Van Hollen of Wisconsin, and Gregory 
A. Phillips of Wyoming; and for the National Governors Association et al. 
by Michael W. McConnell. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance in all cases were filed for 
AARP et al. by Martha Jane Perkins, Stacy J. Canan, Michael R. Schus­
ter, Barbara A. Jones, and Byron J. Gross; for the American Civil Liber­
ties Union et al. by Paul R. Q. Wolfson, Shirley Cassin Woodward, John 
A. Payton, Joshua Civin, and Steven R. Shapiro; for the American Health 
Care Association et al. by Douglas Hallward-Driemeier, Charles A. Lu-
band, Roger A. Schwartz, Tamara L. Seltzer, and Donna D. Fraiche; for 
the Chamber of Commerce of the United States of America by Alan Un­
tereiner, Mark T. Stancil, Robin S. Conrad, Kate Comerford Todd, and 
Sheldon Gilbert; for former HHS Officials by Stephen I. Vladeck and 
Charles S. Sims; for Members of Congress by Paul M. Smith and Matthew 
S. Hellman; and for the National Association of Chain Drug Stores et al. 
by Frederick R. Ball, Nicholas Lynn, Erin M. Duffy, Donald L. Bell II, 
and Mary Ellen Kleiman. 

Briefs of amici curiae were filed in all cases for APA Watch by Law­
rence J. Joseph; and for the American Medical Association et al. by Louis 
W. Bullock, Robert M. Blakemore, and James Eiseman, Jr. 
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Justice Breyer delivered the opinion of the Court. 
We granted certiorari in these cases to decide whether 

Medicaid providers and recipients may maintain a cause of 
action under the Supremacy Clause to enforce a federal Med­
icaid law—a federal law that, in their view, conflicts with 
(and pre-empts) state Medicaid statutes that reduce pay­
ments to providers. Since we granted certiorari, however, 
the relevant circumstances have changed. The federal 
agency in charge of administering Medicaid, the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), has now approved the 
state statutes as consistent with the federal law. In light of 
the changed circumstances, we believe that the question be­
fore us now is whether, once the agency has approved the 
state statutes, groups of Medicaid providers and beneficiar­
ies may still maintain a Supremacy Clause action asserting 
that the state statutes are inconsistent with the federal Med­
icaid law. For the reasons set forth below, we vacate the 
Ninth Circuit’s judgments and remand these cases for pro­
ceedings consistent with this opinion. 

I 

A 

Medicaid is a cooperative federal-state program that pro­
vides medical care to needy individuals. To qualify for fed­
eral funds, States must submit to a federal agency (CMS, a 
division of the Department of Health and Human Services) a 
state Medicaid plan that details the nature and scope of the 
State’s Medicaid program. It must also submit any amend­
ments to the plan that it may make from time to time. And 
it must receive the agency’s approval of the plan and any 
amendments. Before granting approval, the agency reviews 
the State’s plan and amendments to determine whether they 
comply with the statutory and regulatory requirements gov­
erning the Medicaid program. See 79 Stat. 419, 344, as 
amended, 42 U. S. C. §§ 1316(a)(1), (b), 1396a(a), (b); 42 CFR 
§ 430.10 et seq. (2010); Wilder v. Virginia Hospital Assn., 496 
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U. S. 498, 502 (1990). And the agency’s director has speci­
fied that the agency will not provide federal funds for any 
state plan amendment until the agency approves the amend­
ment. See Letter from Timothy M. Westmoreland, Direc­
tor, Center for Medicaid & State Operations, Health Care 
Financing Admin., U. S. Dept. of Health and Human Servs., 
to State Medicaid Director (Jan. 2, 2001), online at http:// 
www.cms.gov/SMDL/downloads/SMD010201.pdf (as visited 
Feb. 17, 2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s case file). 

The federal statutory provision relevant here says that a 
State’s Medicaid plan and amendments must: 

“provide such methods and procedures relating to the 
utilization of, and the payment for, care and services 
available under the plan . . . as may be necessary to 
safeguard against unnecessary utilization of such care 
and services and to assure that payments are consistent 
with efficiency, economy, and quality of care and are 
sufficient to enlist enough providers so that care and 
services are available under the plan at least to the ex­
tent that such care and services are available to the gen­
eral population in the geographic area.” 42 U. S. C. 
§ 1396a(a)(30)(A) (emphasis added). 

B 

In 2008 and 2009, the California Legislature passed three 
statutes changing that State’s Medicaid plan. The first stat­
ute, enacted in February 2008, reduced by 10% payments 
that the State makes to various Medicaid providers, such 
as physicians, pharmacies, and clinics. See 2007–2008 Cal. 
Sess. Laws, 3d Extraordinary Sess., ch. 3, §§ 14, 15. The 
second statute, enacted in September 2008, replaced the 10% 
rate reductions with a more modest set of cuts. See 2008 
Cal. Sess. Laws ch. 758, §§ 45, 57. And the last statute, 
enacted in February 2009, placed a cap on the State’s maxi­
mum contribution to wages and benefits paid by counties to 
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providers of in-home supportive services. See 2009–2010 
Cal. Sess. Laws, 3d Extraordinary Sess., ch. 13, § 9. 

In September and December 2008, the State submitted to 
the federal agency a series of plan amendments designed 
to implement most of the reductions contained in these bills. 
Before the agency finished reviewing the amendments, how­
ever, groups of Medicaid providers and beneficiaries filed a 
series of lawsuits seeking to enjoin the rate reductions on 
the ground that they conflicted with, and therefore were pre­
empted by, federal Medicaid law, in particular the statutory 
provision that we have just set forth. They argued that 
California’s Medicaid plan amendments were inconsistent 
with the federal provision because the State had failed to 
study whether the rate reductions would be consistent with 
the statutory factors of efficiency, economy, quality, and ac­
cess to care. In effect, they argued that California had not 
shown that its Medicaid plan, as amended, would “enlist 
enough providers” to make Medicaid “care and services” suf­
ficiently available. 42 U. S. C. § 1396a(a)(30)(A). 

The consolidated cases before us encompass five lawsuits 
brought by Medicaid providers and beneficiaries against 
state officials. Those cases produced seven decisions of the 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. See 572 F. 3d 644 
(2009); 342 Fed. Appx. 306 (2009); 596 F. 3d 1098 (2010); 563 
F. 3d 847 (2009); 374 Fed. Appx. 690 (2010); 596 F. 3d 1087 
(2010); and 380 Fed. Appx. 656 (2010). The decisions ulti­
mately affirmed or ordered preliminary injunctions that 
prevented the State from implementing its statutes. They 
(1) held that the Medicaid providers and beneficiaries could 
directly bring an action based on the Supremacy Clause; 
(2) essentially accepted the claim that the State had not dem­
onstrated that its Medicaid plan, as amended, would provide 
sufficient services; (3) held that the amendments conse­
quently conflicted with the statutory provision we have 
quoted; and (4) held that, given the Constitution’s Supremacy 
Clause, the federal statute must prevail. That is to say, the 
federal statute pre-empted the State’s new laws. 
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In the meantime, the federal agency was also reviewing 
the same state statutes to determine whether they satisfied 
the same federal statutory conditions. In November 2010, 
agency officials concluded that they did not satisfy those 
conditions, and the officials disapproved the amendments. 
California then exercised its right to further administrative 
review within the agency. The cases were in this posture 
when we granted certiorari to decide whether respondents 
could mount a Supremacy Clause challenge to the state stat­
utes and obtain a court injunction preventing California from 
implementing its statutes. 

About a month after we heard oral argument, the federal 
agency reversed course and approved several of California’s 
statutory amendments to its plan. See Letter from Donald 
M. Berwick, Administrator, CMS, to Toby Douglas, Director, 
Cal. Dept. of Health Care Servs. (Oct. 27, 2011); Letter from 
Larry Reed, Director, Division of Pharmacy, Disabled and 
Elderly Health Programs Group, CMS, to Toby Douglas, Di­
rector, Cal. Dept. of Health Care Servs. (Oct. 27, 2011). In 
doing so, the agency also approved a limited retroactive im­
plementation of some of the amendments’ rate reductions. 
The State, in turn, withdrew its requests for approval of the 
remaining amendments, in effect agreeing (with one excep­
tion) that it would not seek to implement any unapproved 
reduction. See Letter from Michael E. Kilpatrick, Assistant 
Chief Counsel, Cal. Dept. of Health Care Servs., to Benjamin 
R. Cohen, Director, Office of Hearings, CMS (Oct. 27, 2011). 
(The exception consists of one statute for which California 
has submitted no amendment and which, by its own terms, 
cannot take effect unless and until this litigation is complete, 
see 2010 Cal. Sess. Laws ch. 725, § 25.) 

II 

All parties agree that the agency’s approval of the en­
joined rate reductions does not make these cases moot. For 
one thing, the providers and beneficiaries continue to believe 
that the reductions violate the federal provision, the agency’s 
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view to the contrary notwithstanding. For another, federal-
court injunctions remain in place, forbidding California to 
implement the agency-approved rate reductions. And, in 
light of the agency’s action, California may well ask the lower 
courts to set those injunctions aside. 

While the cases are not moot, they are now in a different 
posture. The federal agency charged with administering 
the Medicaid program has determined that the challenged 
rate reductions comply with federal law. That agency deci­
sion does not change the underlying substantive question, 
namely, whether California’s statutes are consistent with a 
specific federal statutory provision (requiring that reim­
bursement rates be “sufficient to enlist enough providers”). 
But it may change the answer. And it may require respond­
ents now to proceed by seeking review of the agency deter­
mination under the Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 5 
U. S. C. § 701 et seq., rather than in an action against Califor­
nia under the Supremacy Clause. 

For one thing, the APA would likely permit respondents 
to obtain an authoritative judicial determination of the mer­
its of their legal claim. The Act provides for judicial review 
of final agency action. § 704. It permits any person ad­
versely affected or aggrieved by agency action to obtain judi­
cial review of the lawfulness of that action. § 702. And it 
requires a reviewing court to set aside agency action found 
to be “arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of discretion, or other­
wise not in accordance with law.” § 706(2)(A). 

For another thing, respondents’ basic challenge now pre­
sents the kind of legal question that ordinarily calls for APA 
review. The Medicaid Act commits to the federal agency 
the power to administer a federal program. And here the 
agency has acted under this grant of authority. That deci­
sion carries weight. After all, the agency is comparatively 
expert in the statute’s subject matter. And the language of 
the particular provision at issue here is broad and general, 
suggesting that the agency’s expertise is relevant in deter­
mining its application. 
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Finally, to allow a Supremacy Clause action to proceed 
once the agency has reached a decision threatens potential 
inconsistency or confusion. In these cases, for example, the 
Ninth Circuit, in sustaining respondents’ challenges, declined 
to give weight to the Federal Government’s interpretation 
of the federal statutory language. (That view was ex­
pressed in an amicus curiae brief that the United States 
submitted in prior litigation.) See Independent Living Cen­
ter of Southern Cal., Inc. v. Maxwell-Jolly, 572 F. 3d 644, 
654 (CA9 2009) (referring to the United States’ certiorari-
stage invitation brief in Belshe v. Orthopaedic Hospital, 522 
U. S. 1044 (1998) (denying writ of certiorari)). And the Dis­
trict Court decisions that underlie injunctions that now for­
bid California to implement its laws may rest upon similar 
analysis. 

But ordinarily review of agency action requires courts to 
apply certain standards of deference to agency decision-
making. See National Cable & Telecommunications Assn. 
v. Brand X Internet Services, 545 U. S. 967 (2005) (describing 
deference reviewing courts must show); Chevron U. S. A. 
Inc. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., 467 U. S. 
837 (1984) (same). And the parties have not suggested rea­
sons why courts should not now (in the changed posture of 
these cases) apply those ordinary standards of deference. 

Nor have the parties suggested reasons why, once the 
agency has taken final action, a court should reach a different 
result in a case like these, depending upon whether the case 
proceeds in a Supremacy Clause action rather than under the 
APA for review of an agency decision. Indeed, to permit a 
difference in result here would subject the States to conflict­
ing interpretations of federal law by several different courts 
(and the agency), thereby threatening to defeat the uniform­
ity that Congress intended by centralizing administration of 
the federal program in the agency and to make superfluous 
or to undermine traditional APA review. Cf. Astra USA, 
Inc. v. Santa Clara County, 563 U. S. 110, 114 (2011) (noting 
that the treatment of lawsuits that are “in substance one and 
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the same” “must be the same, ‘[n]o matter the clothing in 
which [plaintiffs] dress their claims’ ” (quoting Tenet v. Doe, 
544 U. S. 1, 8 (2005))). If the two kinds of actions should 
reach the same result, the Supremacy Clause challenge is at 
best redundant. And to permit the continuation of the ac­
tion in that form would seem to be inefficient, for the agency 
is not a participant in the pending litigation below, litigation 
that will decide whether the agency-approved state rates 
violate the federal statute. 

III 

In the present posture of these cases, we do not address 
whether the Ninth Circuit properly recognized a Supremacy 
Clause action to enforce this federal statute before the 
agency took final action. To decide whether these cases 
may proceed directly under the Supremacy Clause now that 
the agency has acted, it will be necessary to take account, in 
light of the proceedings that have already taken place, of 
at least the matters we have set forth above. It must be 
recognized, furthermore, that the parties have not fully ar­
gued this question. Thus, it may be that not all of the con­
siderations that may bear upon the proper resolution of the 
issue have been presented in the briefs to this Court or in 
the arguments addressed to and considered by the Court of 
Appeals. Given the complexity of these cases, rather than 
ordering reargument, we vacate the Ninth Circuit’s judg­
ments and remand the cases, thereby permitting the parties 
to argue the matter before that Circuit in the first instance. 

It is so ordered. 

Chief Justice Roberts, with whom Justice Scalia, 
Justice Thomas, and Justice Alito join, dissenting. 

The Medicaid Act established a collaborative federal-state 
program to assist the poor, elderly, and disabled in obtaining 
medical care. The Act is Spending Clause legislation; in ex­
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change for federal funds a State agrees to abide by specified 
rules in implementing the program. One of those rules is 
set forth in the Act, which requires States to meet particular 
criteria in establishing Medicaid reimbursement rates for 
those providing services under the Act. 42 U. S. C. § 1396a 
(a)(30)(A) (hereinafter § 30(A)). In 2008 and 2009, California 
enacted legislation reducing the rates at which it would com­
pensate some providers. Certain providers and individuals 
receiving Medicaid benefits thought the new reimbursement 
rates did not comply with the criteria set forth in § 30(A). 
They sued the State to prevent the new rates from going 
into effect. 

But those plaintiffs faced a significant problem: Nothing in 
the Medicaid Act allows providers or beneficiaries (or anyone 
else, for that matter) to sue to enforce § 30(A). The Act in­
stead vests responsibility for enforcement with a federal 
agency, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
(CMS). See, e. g., 42 U. S. C. § 1316(a)(1). That is settled 
law in the Ninth Circuit. See Sanchez v. Johnson, 416 F. 3d 
1051, 1058–1062 (2005) (“[T]he flexible, administrative stand­
ards embodied in [§ 30(A)] do not reflect a Congressional in­
tent to provide a private remedy for their violation”). And 
it is the law in virtually every other circuit as well. See, 
e. g., Long Term Care Pharmacy Alliance v. Ferguson, 362 
F. 3d 50, 57–59 (CA1 2004) (holding that it would be inconsist­
ent with this Court’s precedent to find that § 30(A) creates 
rights enforceable by private parties). The respondents 
have never argued the contrary. Thus, as this litigation 
comes to us, the federal rule is that Medicaid reimbursement 
rates must meet certain criteria, but private parties have no 
statutory right to sue to enforce those requirements in court. 

The providers and beneficiaries sought to overcome that 
difficulty by arguing that they could proceed against the 
State directly under the Supremacy Clause of the Constitu­
tion, even if they could not do so under the Act. They 
contended that the new state reimbursement rates were in­
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consistent with the requirements of § 30(A). The Suprem­
acy Clause provides that a federal statute such as § 30(A) 
preempts contrary state law. Therefore, the providers and 
beneficiaries claimed, they could sue to enforce the Suprem­
acy Clause, which requires striking down the state law and 
giving effect to § 30(A). The Ninth Circuit agreed with this 
argument and blocked the new state reimbursement rates. 

During briefing and argument in these cases, the parties 
have debated broad questions, such as whether and when 
constitutional provisions as a general matter are directly 
enforceable. It is not necessary to consider these larger is­
sues. It is not even necessary to decide whether the Su­
premacy Clause can ever provide a private cause of action. 
The question presented in the certiorari petitions is narrow: 
“Whether Medicaid recipients and providers may maintain 
a cause of action under the Supremacy Clause to enforce 
[§ 30(A)] by asserting that the provision preempts a state 
law reducing reimbursement rates.” To decide these cases, 
it is enough to conclude that the Supremacy Clause does not 
provide a cause of action to enforce the requirements of 
§ 30(A) when Congress, in establishing those requirements, 
elected not to provide such a cause of action in the statute 
itself. 

The Supremacy Clause operates differently from other 
constitutional provisions. For example, if Congress says in 
a law that certain provisions do not give rise to a taking 
without just compensation, that obviously does not resolve a 
claim under the Takings Clause that they do. The Suprem­
acy Clause, on the other hand, is “not a source of any federal 
rights.” Chapman v. Houston Welfare Rights Organiza­
tion, 441 U. S. 600, 613 (1979); accord, Dennis v. Higgins, 498 
U. S. 439, 450 (1991) (contrasting, in this regard, the Suprem­
acy Clause and the Commerce Clause). The purpose of the 
Supremacy Clause is instead to ensure that, in a conflict with 
state law, whatever Congress says goes. See The Federal­
ist No. 33, p. 205 (C. Rossiter ed. 1961) (A. Hamilton) (the 
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Supremacy Clause “only declares a truth which flows imme­
diately and necessarily from the institution of a federal 
government”). 

Thus, if Congress does not intend for a statute to supply a 
cause of action for its enforcement, it makes no sense to claim 
that the Supremacy Clause itself must provide one. Saying 
that there is a private right of action under the Supremacy 
Clause would substantively change the federal rule estab­
lished by Congress in the Medicaid Act. That is not a 
proper role for the Supremacy Clause, which simply ensures 
that the rule established by Congress controls. 

Indeed, to say that there is a federal statutory right en­
forceable under the Supremacy Clause, when there is no such 
right under the pertinent statute itself, would effect a com­
plete end run around this Court’s implied right of action and 
42 U. S. C. § 1983 jurisprudence. We have emphasized that 
“where the text and structure of a statute provide no indica­
tion that Congress intends to create new individual rights, 
there is no basis for a private suit, whether under § 1983 or 
under an implied right of action.” Gonzaga Univ. v. Doe, 
536 U. S. 273, 286 (2002). This body of law would serve no 
purpose if a plaintiff could overcome the absence of a statu­
tory right of action simply by invoking a right of action 
under the Supremacy Clause to the exact same effect. Cf. 
Astra USA, Inc. v. Santa Clara County, 563 U. S. 110, 118 
(2011) (rejecting contention that contract incorporating stat­
utory terms could be enforced in private action when statute 
itself could not be; “[t]he absence of a private right to enforce 
the statutory ceiling price obligations would be rendered 
meaningless if [contracting] entities could overcome that ob­
stacle by suing to enforce the contract’s ceiling price obliga­
tions instead”). 

The providers and beneficiaries argue, however, that the 
traditional exercise of equity jurisdiction supports finding 
a direct cause of action in the Supremacy Clause. This 
contention fails for the same reason. It is a longstanding 
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maxim that “[e]quity follows the law.” 1 J. Pomeroy, Trea­
tise on Equity Jurisprudence § 425 (3d ed. 1905). A court of 
equity may not “create a remedy in violation of law, or even 
without the authority of law.” Rees v. Watertown, 19 Wall. 
107, 122 (1874). Here the law established by Congress is 
that there is no remedy available to private parties to en­
force the federal rules against the State. For a court to 
reach a contrary conclusion under its general equitable pow­
ers would raise the most serious concerns regarding both the 
separation of powers (Congress, not the Judiciary, decides 
whether there is a private right of action to enforce a fed­
eral statute) and federalism (the States under the Spending 
Clause agree only to conditions clearly specified by Congress, 
not any implied on an ad hoc basis by the courts). 

This is not to say that federal courts lack equitable powers 
to enforce the supremacy of federal law when such action 
gives effect to the federal rule, rather than contravening it. 
The providers and beneficiaries rely heavily on cases of this 
kind, most prominently Ex parte Young, 209 U. S. 123 (1908). 
Those cases, however, present quite different questions in­
volving “the pre-emptive assertion in equity of a defense 
that would otherwise have been available in the State’s en­
forcement proceedings at law.” Virginia Office for Protec­
tion and Advocacy v. Stewart, 563 U. S. 247, 262 (2011) (Ken­
nedy, J., concurring). Nothing of that sort is at issue here; 
the respondents are not subject to or threatened with any 
enforcement proceeding like the one in Ex parte Young. 
They simply seek a private cause of action Congress chose 
not to provide. 

* * * 

The Court decides not to decide the question on which we 
granted certiorari but instead to send the cases back to the 
Court of Appeals, because of the recent action by CMS 
approving California’s new reimbursement rates. But the 
CMS approvals have no impact on the question before this 
Court. If, as I believe, there is no private right of action 
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under the Supremacy Clause to enforce § 30(A), that is the 
end of the matter. If, on the other hand, the Court believes 
that there is such a cause of action, but that CMS’s recent 
rate approvals may have an effect on that action going for­
ward, then the Court should say just that and then remand 
to the Ninth Circuit for consideration of the effect of the 
agency approvals. 

I am not sure what a remand without answering the pre­
liminary question is meant to accomplish. The majority 
claims that the agency’s recent action “may change the 
[lower courts’] answer” to the question whether the particu­
lar state rates violate § 30(A). Ante, at 614. But that fact-
specific question is not the one before us; we chose not to 
grant certiorari on the question whether California’s rates 
complied with § 30(A), limiting our grant to the cause of ac­
tion question. 562 U. S. 1177 (2011). 

The majority also asserts that the lower courts must “de­
cide whether these cases may proceed directly under the Su­
premacy Clause now that the agency has acted.” Ante, at 
616. The majority contends that the parties have not “fully 
argued this question.” Ibid. But the agency proceedings 
that ultimately led to the CMS approvals were well under­
way when this Court granted certiorari. The parties de­
bated the import of the parallel administrative proceedings 
in their initial briefs and at oral argument. See, e. g., Brief 
for Petitioner 28–29 (“Private lawsuits . . . interfere with . . . 
CMS’s own enforcement procedures,” as is “vividly demon­
strated in the present cases”); Brief for Respondent Santa 
Rosa Memorial Hospital et al. in No. 10–283, p. 46 (“This 
case vividly illustrates why the [administrative] enforcement 
scheme . . . cannot substitute for a constitutional preemp­
tion claim”). No party—nor the United States as amicus 
curiae—argued that any action by CMS would affect the an­
swer to the question we granted certiorari to review. See, 
e. g., Tr. of Oral Arg. 53–54 (counsel for respondents) (ar­
guing that, “to be sure,” there would be a cause of action 
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under the Supremacy Clause even after the agency took ac­
tion on the challenged rates). 

Once the CMS approvals were issued, this Court directed 
the parties to file supplemental briefs to address “the effect, 
if any, of the [CMS approvals] on the proper disposition of 
this case.” Post, p. 1011. Again, no one argued on supple­
mental briefing that the CMS approvals affected the answer 
to the question before this Court. See, e. g., Supp. Letter 
Brief for Certain Respondents 6 (“the CMS findings do not 
directly resolve whether the Constitution supports a right of 
action”); Supp. Letter Brief for Petitioner 6 (agreeing that 
“if a preemption cause of action may be stated here against 
the State, [CMS] approval may affect its merits but not its 
existence”). It seems odd, then, to claim that the parties 
have not had the opportunity to fully address the impact of 
the agency action on the question that we granted certiorari 
to review: whether the Ninth Circuit correctly recognized a 
private cause of action under the Supremacy Clause to en­
force § 30(A). 

So what is the Court of Appeals to do on remand? It 
could change its view and decide that there is no cause of 
action directly under the Supremacy Clause to enforce 
§ 30(A). The majority itself provides a compelling list of 
reasons for such a result: “The Medicaid Act commits to the 
federal agency the power to administer a federal program”; 
“the agency is comparatively expert in the statute’s sub­
ject matter”; “the language of the particular provision at 
issue here is broad and general, suggesting that the agency’s 
expertise is relevant”; and APA review would provide 
“an authoritative judicial determination.” Ante, at 614. 
Allowing for both Supremacy Clause actions and agency en­
forcement “threatens potential inconsistency or confusion,” 
and imperils “the uniformity that Congress intended by 
centralizing administration of the federal program in the 
agency.” Ante, at 615; see Gonzaga, 536 U. S., at 291–292 
(Breyer, J., concurring in judgment) (explaining that Con­
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gress often means to preclude a private right of action in 
statutes where it employs an administrative enforcement 
scheme that achieves “expertise, uniformity, widespread con­
sultation, and resulting administrative guidance,” while 
“avoid[ing] the comparative risk of inconsistent interpreta­
tions and misincentives that can arise out of an occasional 
inappropriate application of the statute in a private action 
for damages”). 

The majority acknowledges, in light of all this, that the 
Supremacy Clause challenge appears “at best redundant,” 
and that “continuation of the action in that form would seem 
to be inefficient.” Ante, at 616. Still, according to the ma­
jority, the Court of Appeals on remand could determine that 
the Supremacy Clause action may be brought but then must 
abate “now that the agency has acted,” ibid.—as everyone 
knew the agency would. A Court concerned with “ineffi­
cien[cy]” should not find that result very palatable, and the 
majority cites no precedent for a cause of action that fades 
away once a federal agency has acted. Such a scenario 
would also create a bizarre rush to the courthouse, as liti­
gants seek to file and have their Supremacy Clause causes of 
action decided before the agency has time to arrive at final 
agency action reviewable in court. 

Or perhaps the suits should continue in a different “form,” 
by which I understand the Court to suggest that they should 
morph into APA actions. The APA judicial review provi­
sions, however, seem to stand in the way of such a transfor­
mation. To convert the litigation into an APA suit, the 
current defendant (the State) would need to be dismissed 
and the agency (which is not currently a party at all) would 
have to be sued in its stead. 5 U. S. C. §§ 701–706. Given 
that APA actions also feature—among other things— 
different standards of review, different records, and different 
potential remedies, it is difficult to see what would be left of 
the original Supremacy Clause suit. Or, again, why one 
should have been permitted in the first place, when agency 
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review was provided by statute, and the parties were able 
to and did participate fully in that process. 

I would dispel all these difficulties by simply holding what 
the logic of the majority’s own opinion suggests: When Con­
gress did not intend to provide a private right of action to 
enforce a statute enacted under the Spending Clause, the 
Supremacy Clause does not supply one of its own force. The 
Ninth Circuit’s decisions to the contrary should be reversed. 
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Syllabus 

KURNS, executrix of the ESTATE OF CORSON,
 
DECEASED, et al. v. RAILROAD FRICTION
 

PRODUCTS CORP. et al.
 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the third circuit 

No. 10–879. Argued November 9, 2011—Decided February 29, 2012 

George Corson worked as a welder and machinist for a railroad carrier. 
After retirement, Corson was diagnosed with mesothelioma. He and 
his wife, a petitioner here, sued respondents Railroad Friction Products 
Corporation and Viad Corp in state court, claiming injury from Corson’s 
exposure to asbestos in locomotives and locomotive parts distributed by 
respondents. The Corsons alleged state-law claims of defective design 
and failure to warn of the dangers posed by asbestos. After Corson 
died, petitioner Kurns, executrix of his estate, was substituted as a 
party. Respondents removed the case to the Federal District Court, 
which granted them summary judgment, ruling that the state-law 
claims were pre-empted by the Locomotive Inspection Act (LIA), 49 
U. S. C. § 20701 et seq. The Third Circuit affirmed. 

Held: Petitioners’ state-law design-defect and failure-to-warn claims fall 
within the field of locomotive equipment regulation pre-empted by the 
LIA, as that field was defined in Napier v. Atlantic Coast Line R. Co., 
272 U. S. 605. Pp. 629−638. 

(a) The LIA provides that a railroad carrier may use or allow to be 
used a locomotive or tender on its railroad line only when the locomotive 
or tender and its parts or appurtenances are in proper condition and safe 
to operate without unnecessary danger of personal injury, have been 
inspected as required by the LIA and regulations prescribed thereunder 
by the Secretary of Transportation, and can withstand every test pre­
scribed under the LIA by the Secretary. See § 20701. Pp. 629–630. 

(b) Congress may expressly pre-empt state law. But even without 
an express pre-emption provision, state law must yield to a congres­
sional Act to the extent of any conflict with a federal statute, see Crosby 
v. National Foreign Trade Council, 530 U. S. 363, 372, or when the 
federal statute’s scope indicates that Congress intended federal law 
to occupy a field exclusively, see Freightliner Corp. v. Myrick, 514 
U. S. 280, 287. This case involves only the latter, so-called field pre­
emption. Pp. 630–631. 

(c) In Napier, this Court held two state laws prescribing the use of 
locomotive equipment pre-empted by the LIA, concluding that the broad 
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power conferred by the LIA on the Interstate Commerce Commission 
(the agency then vested with authority to carry out the LIA’s require­
ments) was a “general one” that “extends to the design, the construction 
and the material of every part of the locomotive and tender and of all 
appurtenances.” 272 U. S., at 611. The Court rejected the States’ con­
tention that the scope of the pre-empted field was to “be determined by 
the object sought through the legislation, rather than the physical ele­
ments affected by it,” id., at 612, and found it dispositive that “[t]he 
federal and the state statutes are directed to the same subject—the 
equipment of locomotives,” ibid. Pp. 631−632. 

(d) The Federal Railroad Safety Act of 1970 (FRSA) did not alter the 
LIA’s pre-emptive scope. By its terms, the FRSA—which instructs 
that “[t]he Secretary of Transportation . . . shall prescribe regulations 
and issue orders for every area of railroad safety supplementing laws 
and regulations in effect on October 16, 1970,” 49 U. S. C. § 20103(a)— 
does not alter pre-existing federal railroad safety statutes. Rather, 
it leaves those statutes intact and authorizes the Secretary to fill in­
terstitial areas of railroad safety with supplemental regulation. Be­
cause the LIA was already in effect when the FRSA was enacted, the 
FRSA left the LIA, and its pre-emptive scope as defined by Napier, 
intact. Pp. 632–633. 

(e) Petitioners do not argue that Napier should be overruled. 
Instead, petitioners contend that their claims fall outside the LIA’s pre­
empted field, as it was defined in Napier. Petitioners’ arguments are 
unpersuasive. First, the argument that the pre-empted field does not 
extend to state-law claims arising from the repair or maintenance of 
locomotives is inconsistent with Napier’s holding that Congress, in 
enacting the LIA, “manifest[ed] the intention to occupy the entire field 
of regulating locomotive equipment.” 272 U. S., at 611. Second, the 
argument that petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims are not pre-empted 
because they do not base liability on the design or manufacture of a 
product ignores that a failure-to-warn claim alleges that the product 
itself is defective unless accompanied by sufficient warnings or instruc­
tions. Because petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims are therefore di­
rected at the equipment of locomotives, they fall within the pre-empted 
field defined by Napier. Third, the argument that petitioners’ claims 
are not pre-empted because manufacturers were not regulated under 
the LIA when Corson was exposed to asbestos is inconsistent with Na­
pier, which defined the pre-empted field on the basis of the physical 
elements regulated, not on the basis of the entity directly subject to 
regulation. Finally, contrary to petitioners’ argument, the LIA’s pre­
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emptive scope is not limited to state legislation or regulation but ex­
tends to state common-law duties and standards of care directed to the 
subject of locomotive equipment. Pp. 633−637. 

620 F. 3d 392, affirmed. 

Thomas, J., delivered the opinion of the Court, in which Roberts, C. J., 
and Scalia, Kennedy, Alito, and Kagan, JJ., joined. Kagan, J., filed a 
concurring opinion, post, p. 638. Sotomayor, J., filed an opinion concur­
ring in part and dissenting in part, in which Ginsburg and Breyer, JJ., 
joined, post, p. 640. 

David C. Frederick argued the cause for petitioners. 
With him on the briefs were Brendan J. Crimmins, Emily 
T. P. Rosen, Richard P. Myers, Robert E. Paul, Alan I. 
Reich, and Mary Gilbertson. 

Sarah E. Harrington argued the cause for the United 
States as amicus curiae urging reversal. With her on the 
brief were Solicitor General Verrilli, Assistant Attorney 
General West, Deputy Solicitor General Kneedler, Douglas 
N. Letter, Robert S. Rivkin, Paul M. Geier, and Peter J. 
Plocki. 

Jonathan D. Hacker argued the cause for respondents. 
With him on the brief were Walter Dellinger, Anton Metlit­
sky, Daniel Markewich, Ellen G. Margolis, Amy Kallal, 
James C. Martin, Courtney C. T. Horrigan, and David J. 
Bird.* 

*Briefs of amici curiae urging reversal were filed for the Academy of 
Rail Labor Attorneys by John D. Roven; for the American Association for 
Justice by Jeffrey R. White; for the National Association of Retired and 
Veteran Railway Employees by Marc C. Greco, Richard S. Glasser, and 
Willard J. Moody, Jr.; for Public Justice, P. C., by Brent M. Rosenthal 
and Leslie A. Brueckner; and for Public Law Scholars by Ernest A. Young 
and Art Sadin. 

Briefs of amici curiae urging affirmance were filed for the Association 
of American Railroads by Daniel Saphire; for the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States of America by Gene C. Schaerr, Steffen N. Johnson, 
Linda T. Coberly, Robin S. Conrad, and Kathryn Comerford Todd; for 
DRI–The Voice of the Defense Bar by R. Matthew Cairns, Diane B. Brat­
vold, Kevin M. Decker, and Jonathan P. Schmidt; for General Electric 
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Justice Thomas delivered the opinion of the Court. 

This case requires us to determine whether petitioners’ 
state-law tort claims for defective design and failure to warn 
are pre-empted by the Locomotive Inspection Act (LIA), 49 
U. S. C. § 20701 et seq. The United States Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit determined that petitioners’ claims fall 
within the field pre-empted by that Act, as that field was 
defined by this Court’s decision in Napier v. Atlantic Coast 
Line R. Co., 272 U. S. 605 (1926). We agree. 

I 

George Corson was employed as a welder and machinist 
by the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad from 
1947 until 1974. Corson worked in locomotive repair and 
maintenance facilities, where his duties included installing 
brakeshoes on locomotives and stripping insulation from 
locomotive boilers. In 2005, Corson was diagnosed with ma­
lignant mesothelioma. 

In 2007, Corson and his wife filed suit in Pennsylvania 
state court against 59 defendants, including respondents 
Railroad Friction Products Corporation (RFPC) and Viad 
Corp (Viad). According to the complaint, RFPC distributed 
locomotive brakeshoes containing asbestos, and Viad was the 
successor-in-interest to a company that manufactured and 
sold locomotives and locomotive engine valves containing as­
bestos. Corson alleged that he handled this equipment and 
that he was injured by exposure to asbestos. The complaint 

Corp. by Paul D. Clement; for Griffin Wheel Co. by Larry D. Ottaway, 
Monty B. Bottom, and Andrew M. Bowman; for John Crane Inc. by Mi­
chael A. Pollard, Kathleen T. Sanderson, and Lindsay A. Philiben; for 
the National Association of Manufacturers by Mark A. Behrens, Cary Sil­
verman, and Quentin Riegel; for the Product Liability Advisory Council, 
Inc., by Jonathan M. Hoffman and Joan L. Volpert; for ThyssenKrupp 
Budd Co. by Joseph E. Richotte, Daniel R. W. Rustmann, and James E. 
Wynne; and for the Washington Legal Foundation by Daniel J. Popeo and 
Richard A. Samp. 
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asserted state-law claims that the equipment was defectively 
designed because it contained asbestos, and that respondents 
failed to warn of the dangers of asbestos or to provide in­
structions regarding its safe use. After the complaint was 
filed, Corson passed away, and the executrix of his estate, 
Gloria Kurns, was substituted as a party. Corson’s widow 
and the executrix are petitioners here. 

Respondents removed the case to the United States Dis­
trict Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania and 
moved for summary judgment. Respondents argued that 
petitioners’ state-law claims were pre-empted by the LIA. 
The District Court agreed and granted summary judgment 
for respondents. See Kurns v. A. W. Chesterton, Civ. Action 
No. 08–2216 (ED Pa., Feb. 3, 2009), App. to Pet. for Cert. 
39a. The Third Circuit affirmed. See Kurns v. A. W. Ches­
terton Inc., 620 F. 3d 392 (2010). We granted certiorari. 
563 U. S. 1032 (2011). 

II 

Congress enacted the predecessor to the LIA, the Boiler 
Inspection Act (BIA), in 1911. The BIA made it unlawful 
to use a steam locomotive “unless the boiler of said locomo­
tive and appurtenances thereof are in proper condition and 
safe to operate . . . without unnecessary peril to life or limb.” 
Act of Feb. 17, 1911, ch. 103, § 2, 36 Stat. 913–914. In 1915, 
Congress amended the BIA to apply to “the entire locomo­
tive and tender and all parts and appurtenances thereof.” 1 

Act of Mar. 4, 1915, ch. 169, § 1, 38 Stat. 1192. The BIA as 
amended became commonly known as the Locomotive In­
spection Act. As relevant here, the LIA provides: 

“A railroad carrier may use or allow to be used a 
locomotive or tender on its railroad line only when the 
locomotive or tender and its parts and appurtenances— 

1 A “tender” is “[a] car attached to a locomotive, for carrying a supply of 
fuel and water.” Webster’s New International Dictionary of the English 
Language 2126 (1913). 
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“(1) are in proper condition and safe to operate 
without unnecessary danger of personal injury; 

“(2) have been inspected as required under this 
chapter and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Transportation under this chapter; and 

“(3) can withstand every test prescribed by the Sec­
retary under this chapter.” 49 U. S. C. § 20701.2 

The issue presented in this case is whether the LIA pre­
empts petitioners’ state-law claims that respondents defec­
tively designed locomotive parts and failed to warn Corson of 
dangers associated with those parts. In light of this Court’s 
prior decision in Napier, supra, we conclude that petitioners’ 
claims are pre-empted. 

III 

A 

The Supremacy Clause provides that federal law “shall be 
the supreme Law of the Land . . . any Thing in the Constitu­
tion or Laws of any state to the Contrary notwithstanding.” 
U. S. Const., Art. VI, cl. 2. Pre-emption of state law thus 
occurs through the “direct operation of the Supremacy 
Clause.” Brown v. Hotel Employees, 468 U. S. 491, 501 
(1984). Congress may, of course, expressly pre-empt state 
law, but “[e]ven without an express provision for preemption, 
we have found that state law must yield to a congressional 
Act in at least two circumstances.” Crosby v. National For­
eign Trade Council, 530 U. S. 363, 372 (2000). First, “state 
law is naturally preempted to the extent of any conflict with 
a federal statute.” Ibid. Second, we have deemed state 
law pre-empted “when the scope of a [federal] statute indi­
cates that Congress intended federal law to occupy a field 
exclusively.” Freightliner Corp. v. Myrick, 514 U. S. 280, 

2 At the time of Corson’s employment, this provision of the LIA was 
worded somewhat differently. See 45 U. S. C. § 23 (1946 ed.). Petitioners 
do not argue that the change in statutory language makes any difference 
in this case. 
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287 (1995). We deal here only with the latter, so-called field 
pre-emption. 

B 

We do not, however, address the LIA’s pre-emptive effect 
on a clean slate, because this Court addressed that issue 85 
years ago in Napier. In that case, railroads challenged two 
state laws that “prohibit[ed] use within the State of locomo­
tives not equipped with” certain prescribed devices, on the 
ground that the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC), the 
agency then vested with the authority to carry out the LIA’s 
requirements, had not required the devices in question.3 

272 U. S., at 607, 609. In response, the States argued that 
their requirements were not pre-empted because they were 
directed at a different objective than the LIA. Id., at 612. 
According to the States, their regulations were intended to 
protect railroad workers from sickness and disease, whereas 
“the federal regulation endeavors solely to prevent acciden­
tal injury in the operation of trains.” Ibid. 

To determine whether the state requirements were pre­
empted, this Court asked whether the LIA “manifest[s] the 
intention to occupy the entire field of regulating locomotive 
equipment.” Id., at 611. The Court answered that ques­
tion in the affirmative, stating that “[t]he broad scope of the 
authority conferred upon the [ICC]” by Congress in the LIA 
led to that conclusion. Id., at 613. The power delegated to 
the ICC, the Court explained, was a “general one” that “ex­
tends to the design, the construction and the material of 
every part of the locomotive and tender and of all appurte­
nances.” Id., at 611. 

The Court rejected the States’ contention that the scope 
of the pre-empted field was to “be determined by the object 
sought through the legislation, rather than the physical ele­

3 Act of Feb. 17, 1911, § 6, 36 Stat. 915. That authority has since been 
transferred to the Secretary of Transportation. Department of Transpor­
tation Act, §§ 6(e)(1)(E) and (F), 80 Stat. 939; see 49 U. S. C. §§ 20701– 
20702. 
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ments affected by it.” Id., at 612. The Court found it dis-
positive that “[t]he federal and the state statutes are directed 
to the same subject—the equipment of locomotives.” Ibid. 
Because the States’ requirements operated upon the same 
physical elements as the LIA, the Court held that the state 
laws, “however commendable or however different their pur­
pose,” id., at 613, fell within the LIA’s pre-empted field. 

IV 
Against the backdrop of Napier, petitioners advance two 

arguments in support of their position that their state-law 
claims related to the use of asbestos in locomotive equipment 
do not fall within the LIA’s pre-empted field. Petitioners 
first contend that Napier no longer defines the scope of the 
LIA’s pre-empted field because that field has been narrowed 
by a subsequently enacted federal statute. Alternatively, 
petitioners argue that their claims do not fall within the 
LIA’s pre-empted field, even as that field was defined by Na­
pier. We address each of petitioners’ arguments in turn. 

A 
First, petitioners suggest that the Federal Railroad Safety 

Act of 1970 (FRSA), 84 Stat. 971 (codified at 49 U. S. C. 
§ 20102 et seq.), altered the LIA’s pre-emptive scope. The 
FRSA grants the Secretary of Transportation broad regula­
tory authority over railroad safety. See § 20103(a). Peti­
tioners point to the FRSA’s pre-emption provision, which 
provides in part that “[a] State may adopt or continue in 
force a law, regulation, or order related to railroad safety . . . 
until the Secretary of Transportation . . . prescribes a regula­
tion or issues an order covering the subject matter of the 
State requirement.” § 20106(a)(2) (2006 ed., Supp. IV). Ac­
cording to petitioners, the FRSA’s pre-emption provision 
supplanted the LIA’s pre-emption of the field, with the result 
that petitioners’ claims are not pre-empted because the Sec­
retary has not issued a regulation or order addressing the 
use of asbestos in locomotives or locomotive parts. 
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Petitioners’ reliance on the FRSA is misplaced. The 
FRSA instructs that “[t]he Secretary of Transportation, as 
necessary, shall prescribe regulations and issue orders for 
every area of railroad safety supplementing laws and regu­
lations in effect on October 16, 1970.” § 20103(a) (2006 ed.) 
(emphasis added). By its terms, the FRSA does not alter 
pre-existing federal statutes on railroad safety. “Rather, it 
leaves existing statutes intact, . . . and authorizes the Secre­
tary to fill interstitial areas of railroad safety with sup­
plemental regulation.” Marshall v. Burlington Northern, 
Inc., 720 F. 2d 1149, 1152–1153 (CA9 1983) (Kennedy, J.). 
Because the LIA was already in effect when the FRSA was 
enacted, we conclude that the FRSA left the LIA, and its 
pre-emptive scope as defined by Napier, intact. 

B 

Since the LIA’s pre-emptive scope remains unaltered, peti­
tioners must contend with Napier. Petitioners do not ask 
us to overrule Napier and thus do not seek to overcome the 
presumption of stare decisis that attaches to this 85-year-old 
precedent. See Global-Tech Appliances, Inc. v. SEB S. A., 
563 U. S. 754, 765 (2011) (noting the “special force of the 
doctrine of stare decisis with regard to questions of statu­
tory interpretation” (internal quotation marks omitted)). 
Instead, petitioners advance several arguments aimed at 
demonstrating that their claims fall outside of the field pre­
empted by the LIA, as it was defined in Napier. Each is 
unpersuasive. 

1 

Petitioners, along with the Solicitor General as amicus cu­
riae, first argue that petitioners’ claims do not fall within the 
LIA’s pre-empted field because the claims arise out of the 
repair and maintenance of locomotives, rather than the use 
of locomotives on a railroad line. Specifically, they contend 
that the scope of the field pre-empted by the LIA is coexten­
sive with the scope of the Federal Government’s regulatory 
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authority under the LIA, which, they argue, does not extend 
to the regulation of hazards arising from the repair or main­
tenance of locomotives. Therefore, the argument goes, 
state-law claims arising from repair or maintenance—as op­
posed to claims arising from use on the line—do not fall 
within the pre-empted field. 

We reject this attempt to redefine the pre-empted field. 
In Napier, the Court held that Congress, in enacting the 
LIA, “manifest[ed] the intention to occupy the entire field 
of regulating locomotive equipment,” and the Court did not 
distinguish between hazards arising from repair and mainte­
nance as opposed to those arising from use on the line. 272 
U. S., at 611. The pre-empted field as defined by Napier 
plainly encompasses the claims at issue here. Petitioners’ 
common-law claims for defective design and failure to warn 
are aimed at the equipment of locomotives. Because those 
claims “are directed to the same subject” as the LIA, Na­
pier dictates that they fall within the pre-empted field. Id., 
at 612. 

2 

Petitioners further argue that, even if their design-defect 
claims are pre-empted, their failure-to-warn claims do not 
suffer the same fate. In their complaint, petitioners alleged 
in closely related claims (1) that respondents negligently 
failed to warn of the risks associated with asbestos and to 
provide instructions concerning safeguards for working with 
asbestos; and (2) that the asbestos-containing products were 
defective because respondents failed to give sufficient warn­
ings or instructions concerning the “risks, dangers, and harm 
inherent in said asbestos products.” See App. 20–27 (¶¶7– 
10, 12), 42 (¶8); see also Brief for Petitioners 11. According 
to petitioners, these claims do not fall within the LIA’s pre­
empted field because “[t]he basis of liability for failure to 
warn . . . is not the ‘design’ or ‘manufacture’ of a product,” 
but is instead “the failure to provide adequate warnings re­
garding the product’s risks.” Reply Brief for Petitioners 16. 
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We disagree. A failure-to-warn claim alleges that the 
product itself is unlawfully dangerous unless accompanied by 
sufficient warnings or instructions. Restatement (Third) of 
Torts: Products Liability § 2(c) (1997) (A failure-to-warn 
claim alleges that a product is defective “when the foresee­
able risks of harm posed by the product could have been 
reduced or avoided by the provision of reasonable instruc­
tions or warnings by the seller or other distributor, . . . and 
the omission of the instructions or warnings renders the 
product not reasonably safe”); see also id., Comment l, at 33 
(“Reasonable designs and instructions or warnings both play 
important roles in the production and distribution of reason­
ably safe products”). Thus, the “gravamen” of petitioners’ 
failure-to-warn claims “is still that [Corson] suffered harmful 
consequences as a result of his exposure to asbestos con­
tained in locomotive parts and appurtenances.” 620 F. 3d, 
at 398, n. 8. Because petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims are 
therefore directed at the equipment of locomotives, they fall 
within the pre-empted field defined by Napier. 272 U. S., 
at 612.4 

3 

Petitioners also contend that their state-law claims against 
manufacturers of locomotives and locomotive parts fall out­
side of the LIA’s pre-empted field because manufacturers 
were not regulated under the LIA at the time that Corson 

4 Justice Sotomayor apparently agrees that petitioners’ failure-to­
warn claims are directed at the equipment of locomotives. Post, at 644 
(opinion concurring in part and dissenting in part). Yet, she argues, those 
claims affect locomotive equipment only “ ‘tangentially.’ ” Ibid. (quoting 
English v. General Elec. Co., 496 U. S. 72, 85 (1990)). Not so. A failure­
to-warn claim imposes liability on a particular design of locomotive equip­
ment unless warnings deemed sufficient under state law are given. This 
duty to warn and the accompanying threat of liability will inevitably in­
fluence a manufacturer’s choice whether to use that particular design. By 
influencing design decisions in that manner, failure-to-warn liability has a 
“ ‘direct and substantial effect’ ” on the “physical equipment” of a locomo­
tive. Post, at 644 (quoting English, supra, at 85). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



636 KURNS v. RAILROAD FRICTION PRODUCTS CORP. 

Opinion of the Court 

was allegedly exposed to asbestos. Petitioners point out 
that the LIA, as originally enacted in the BIA, subjected 
only common carriers to civil penalties. Act of Feb. 17, 1911, 
§ 9, 36 Stat. 916. It was not until 1988, well after the events 
of this case, that the LIA’s penalty provision was revised 
to apply to “[a]ny person” violating the LIA. Rail Safety 
Improvement Act of 1988, § 14(7)(A), 102 Stat. 633; see also 
§ 14(7)(B) (amending penalty provision to provide that “an 
act by an individual that causes a railroad to be in violation 
. . . shall be deemed a violation”). 

This argument fails for the same reason as the two pre­
ceding arguments: It is inconsistent with Napier. Napier 
defined the field pre-empted by the LIA on the basis of 
the physical elements regulated—“ the equipment of 
locomotives”—not on the basis of the entity directly subject 
to regulation. 272 U. S., at 612. Because petitioners’ 
claims are directed at the equipment of locomotives, they fall 
within the pre-empted field. 

Petitioners’ proposed rule is also contrary to common 
sense. Under petitioners’ approach, a State could not re­
quire railroads to equip their locomotives with parts meet­
ing state-imposed specifications, but could require manufac­
turers of locomotive parts to produce only parts meeting 
those state-imposed specifications. We rejected a similar 
approach in an express pre-emption context in Engine Mfrs. 
Assn. v. South Coast Air Quality Management Dist., 541 
U. S. 246 (2004). There, a state entity argued that its rules 
prohibiting the purchase or lease of vehicles that failed to 
meet stringent emissions requirements were not pre-empted 
by the Clean Air Act, 42 U. S. C. § 7543(a), because the rules 
in question were aimed at the purchase of vehicles, rather 
than their manufacture or sale. 541 U. S., at 248. We ob­
served, however, that “treating sales restrictions and pur­
chase restrictions differently for pre-emption purposes 
would make no sense,” because the “manufacturer’s right to 
sell federally approved vehicles is meaningless in the ab­
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sence of a purchaser’s right to buy them.” Id., at 255. Sim­
ilarly, a railroad’s ability to equip its fleet of locomotives in 
compliance with federal standards is meaningless if manufac­
turers are not allowed to produce locomotives and locomotive 
parts that meet those standards. Petitioners’ claims thus 
do not avoid pre-emption simply because they are aimed at 
the manufacturers of locomotives and locomotive parts. 

4 

Finally, petitioners contend that the LIA’s pre-emptive 
scope does not extend to state common-law claims, as op­
posed to state legislation or regulation. Petitioners note 
that “a preempted field does not necessarily include state 
common law.” Brief for Petitioners 38–39 (citing Silkwood 
v. Kerr-McGee Corp., 464 U. S. 238 (1984); Sprietsma v. Mer­
cury Marine, 537 U. S. 51 (2002)). Napier, however, held 
that the LIA “occup[ied] the entire field of regulating loco­
motive equipment” to the exclusion of state regulation. 272 
U. S., at 611–612. That categorical conclusion admits of no 
exception for state common-law duties and standards of care. 
As we have recognized, state “regulation can be . . . effec­
tively exerted through an award of damages,” and “[t]he obli­
gation to pay compensation can be, indeed is designed to be, 
a potent method of governing conduct and controlling pol­
icy.” San Diego Building Trades Council v. Garmon, 359 
U. S. 236, 247 (1959). Cf. Riegel v. Medtronic, Inc., 552 U. S. 
312, 324 (2008) (“Absent other indication, reference to a 
State’s ‘requirements’ [in a federal express pre-emption 
provision] includes its common-law duties”). We therefore 
conclude that state common-law duties and standards of care 
directed to the subject of locomotive equipment are pre­
empted by the LIA. 

* * * 

For the foregoing reasons, we hold that petitioners’ state-
law design-defect and failure-to-warn claims fall within the 
field of locomotive equipment regulation pre-empted by the 
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LIA, as that field was defined in Napier. Accordingly, the 
judgment of the Court of Appeals is affirmed. 

It is so ordered. 

Justice Kagan, concurring. 

Like Justice Sotomayor, post, at 640 (opinion concurring 
in part and dissenting in part), I doubt this Court would 
decide Napier v. Atlantic Coast Line R. Co., 272 U. S. 605 
(1926), in the same way today. The Napier Court concluded 
that Congress had “manifest[ed] the intention to occupy the 
entire field of regulating locomotive equipment,” based on 
nothing more than a statute granting regulatory authority 
over that subject matter to a federal agency. Id., at 611. 
Under our more recent cases, Congress must do much more 
to oust all of state law from a field. See, e. g., New York 
State Dept. of Social Servs. v. Dublino, 413 U. S. 405, 415 
(1973) (rejecting preemption even though Congress had 
enacted a “detailed” and “comprehensive” regulatory 
scheme). Viewed through the lens of modern preemption 
law, Napier is an anachronism. 

But Napier governs so long as Congress lets it—and that 
decision provides a straightforward way to determine 
whether state laws relating to locomotive equipment are pre­
empted. According to Napier, the scope of the agency’s 
power under the Locomotive Inspection Act (LIA) deter­
mines the boundaries of the preempted field. See 272 U. S., 
at 611 (state regulations were preempted because they fell 
“within the scope of the authority delegated to the Commis­
sion”); see also ante, at 631 (the “ ‘broad scope of the author­
ity’ ” given to the agency “led to [Napier’s] conclusion”); post, 
at 646 (“[T]he pre-empted field is congruent with the regu­
lated field”). And under that test, none of the state-law 
claims at issue here can survive. 

All of us agree that the petitioners’ defective-design claims 
are preempted. Napier recognized the federal agency’s del­
egated authority over “the design, the construction and the 
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material of every part of the locomotive.” 272 U. S., at 611. 
In doing so, Napier did not distinguish between “hazards 
arising from repair and maintenance” of the parts and haz­
ards stemming from their “use on the line.” Ante, at 634. 
The agency thus has authority to regulate the design of loco­
motive equipment—like the asbetos-containing brakeshoes 
here—to prevent either danger. And that fact resolves the 
preemption question. Because the agency could have 
banned use of the brakeshoes as designed, the petitioners’ 
defective-design claims—which would effectively accomplish 
the identical result—fall within the preempted field. 

So too the petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims, and for the 
same reason. Napier did not specifically address warnings, 
because the case in no way involved them. But if an agency 
has the power to prohibit the use of locomotive equipment, 
it also has the power to condition the use of that equipment 
on proper warnings. (And that is so, contrary to Justice 
Sotomayor’s view, see post, at 646–647, n. 3, whether the 
warning is engraved into the part itself or posted on the 
workshop wall.) Here, for example, the agency need not have 
chosen between banning asbestos-containing brakeshoes and 
leaving them entirely unregulated. It could instead have 
required a warning about how to handle those brakeshoes 
safely. If, say, a mask would have protected a worker from 
risk, then the agency could have demanded a notice to that 
effect. See, e. g., Law v. General Motors Corp., 114 F. 3d 
908, 911 (CA9 1997) (“As for warning requirements, these too 
are within the scope of the [agency’s] authority”); Scheiding 
v. General Motors Corp., 22 Cal. 4th 471, 484, 993 P. 2d 996, 
1004 (2000) (same).* And because the agency could have re­

*Justice Sotomayor argues that “preserving petitioners’ failure-to­
warn claims coheres with the LIA’s regulatory regime” because the 
agency disclaims authority over locomotive repair and maintenance. 
Post, at 646. But that claim conflates two separate distinctions. The 
agency draws a line not between mandating design changes and mandat­
ing warnings, but between regulating equipment that is hazardous to re­
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quired warnings about the equipment’s use, the petitioners’ 
failure-to-warn claims, no less than their defective-design 
claims, are preempted under Napier. 

I understand these views to comport with the Court’s 
opinion in this case, and I accordingly join it in full. 

Justice Sotomayor, with whom Justice Ginsburg and 
Justice Breyer join, concurring in part and dissenting in 
part. 

I concur in the Court’s holding that the Locomotive In­
spection Act (LIA), 49 U. S. C. § 20701 et seq., pre-empts peti­
tioners’ tort claims for defective design, but I respectfully 
dissent from the Court’s holding that the same is true of 
petitioners’ claims for failure to warn. In my view, the lat­
ter escape pre-emption because they impose no state-law re­
quirements in the field reserved for federal regulation: “the 
equipment of locomotives.” Napier v. Atlantic Coast Line 
R. Co., 272 U. S. 605, 612 (1926). 

I 

Statutory stare decisis compels me to agree that the LIA 
occupies “the field of regulating locomotive equipment used 
on a highway of interstate commerce.” Id., at 607. Per­
haps this Court might decide Napier differently today. The 
LIA lacks an express pre-emption clause, and “our recent 

pair and regulating equipment that is hazardous to use on the railroad 
line. In keeping with that analysis, the agency contends that the petition­
ers’ design-defect claims also fall outside the preempted field because the 
alleged defect in the brakeshoes rendered dangerous only their repair, and 
not their on-line use. See Brief for United States as Amicus Curiae 
12–13. The agency’s understanding of its authority therefore does not 
support Justice Sotomayor’s position. As the agency agrees, the peti­
tioners’ claims must stand or fall together if viewed through the lens of 
the agency’s regulatory authority. In my view, they fall because the 
Court rightly rejects the agency’s proffered distinction between regulat­
ing the dangers of repairing equipment and regulating the dangers of 
using that equipment on line. See supra, at 638–639. 
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cases have frequently rejected field pre-emption in the ab­
sence of statutory language expressly requiring it.” Camps 
Newfound/Owatonna, Inc. v. Town of Harrison, 520 U. S. 
564, 617 (1997) (Thomas, J., dissenting). The LIA contains 
no substantive regulations, let alone a “scheme of federal 
regulation . . . so pervasive as to make reasonable the infer­
ence that Congress left no room for the States to supplement 
it.” Rice v. Santa Fe Elevator Corp., 331 U. S. 218, 230 
(1947). Instead of relying on such indications of Congress’ 
intent to oust state law, Napier implied field pre-emption 
from the LIA’s mere delegation of regulatory authority to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission. Compare 272 U. S., 
at 612–613, with, e. g., Hillsborough County v. Automated 
Medical Laboratories, Inc., 471 U. S. 707, 717 (1985), and 
New York State Dept. of Social Servs. v. Dublino, 413 U. S. 
405, 415 (1973). Nonetheless, Napier’s construction of the 
LIA has been settled law for 85 years, and “ ‘[c]onsiderations 
of stare decisis have special force in the area of statutory 
interpretation.’ ” Hilton v. South Carolina Public Rail­
ways Comm’n, 502 U. S. 197, 202 (1991). 

Consistent with the values served by statutory stare deci­
sis, however, it is important to be precise about what Napier 
held: Napier defined the pre-empted field as the physical 
composition of locomotive equipment. See 272 U. S., at 611 
(“[T]he power delegated . . . by the [LIA] . . . extends to the 
design, the construction and the material of every part of 
the locomotive and tender and of all appurtenances”); id., at 
612 (“The federal and the state statutes are directed to the 
same subject—the equipment of locomotives. They operate 
upon the same object”); see also Act of June 7, 1924, § 2, 43 
Stat. 659 (making the LIA’s standard of care applicable to 
the “locomotive, its boiler, tender, and all parts and appurte­
nances thereof”). Petitioners’ defective-design claims fall 
within the pre-empted field because they would impose 
state-law requirements on a locomotive’s physical makeup. 
See ante, at 634. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



642 KURNS v. RAILROAD FRICTION PRODUCTS CORP. 

Opinion of Sotomayor, J. 

II 

Petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims, by contrast, proceed on 
a fundamentally different theory of tort liability that does 
not implicate a product’s physical composition at all. A 
failure-to-warn claim asks nothing of a product’s design, but 
requires instead that a manufacturer caution of nonobvious 
dangers and provide instructions for safe use. Indeed, a 
product may be flawlessly designed and still subject its man­
ufacturer or seller to liability for lack of adequate instruc­
tions or warnings. See, e. g., Madden, The Duty To Warn in 
Products Liability: Contours and Criticism, 89 W. Va. L. Rev. 
221 (1987) (“Although a product is unerringly designed, man­
ufactured and assembled, injury or damage occasioned by its 
intended or reasonably foreseeable use may subject the 
seller to liability. Such liability may be found if the product 
has a potential for injury that is not readily apparent to 
the user” (cited in Restatement (Third) of Torts: Products 
Liability § 2 Reporters’ Note, Comment i, p. 95, n. 1 (1997) 
(hereinafter Restatement))); see also Madden, 89 W. Va. 
L. Rev., at 221, n. 1 (collecting cases). Petitioners’ complaint 
embodies just this conceptual distinction. Compare App. 
22–23, ¶¶10(c)–(e), (g), with id., at 25, ¶10(p).1 

In the jurisdictions relevant to this suit, failure to warn is 
“a distinct cause of action under the theory of strict products 
liability.” Riley v. American Honda Motor Co., 259 Mont. 
128, 132, 856 P. 2d 196, 198 (1993). Thus, “ ‘a failure to warn 
of an injury[-]causing risk associated with the use of a techni­
cally pure and fit product can render such product unreason­
ably dangerous.’ ” Ibid.; see also, e. g., Jahnig v. Coisman, 
283 N. W. 2d 557, 560 (S. D. 1979) (“In products liability suits 
based upon strict liability, . . . the product itself need not 
be defective. Where a manufacturer or seller has reason to 

1 Nor do petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims allege that respondents’ loco­
motive parts should have been altered, for example, by affixing warnings 
to the products themselves. See App. 22–23, ¶¶10(c)–(e), (g); id., at 27, 
¶12(d). 
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anticipate that danger may result from a particular use of 
his product, and he fails to give adequate warning of such a 
danger, the product sold without such warning is in a defec­
tive condition within the strict liability doctrine”); Greiner 
v. Volkswagenwerk Aktiengesellschaft, 540 F. 2d 85, 92–93 
(CA3 1976) (finding that “failure to adequately warn of inher­
ent or latent limitations in a product, which do not necessar­
ily amount to a design defect,” is “an independent basis of 
liability” under Pennsylvania law).2 

Similarly, this Court has explained that a failure-to-warn 
claim is “narrower” than a claim that alleges a defect in the 
underlying product. Wyeth v. Levine, 555 U. S. 555, 565 
(2009). Thus in Wyeth, this Court affirmed a state damages 
award based on a drug manufacturer’s failure to provide suf­
ficient warnings to clinicians against intravenous administra­
tion of the drug, but noted that it was unnecessary to decide 
“whether a state rule proscribing intravenous administration 
would be pre-empted.” Ibid. Cf. Bates v. Dow Agro­
sciences LLC, 544 U. S. 431, 444 (2005) (“Rules that require 
manufacturers to design reasonably safe products . . . plainly 
do not qualify as requirements for ‘labeling or packaging.’ 
None of these common-law rules requires that manufacturers 
label or package their products in any particular way”). 

The majority treats defective-design and failure-to-warn 
claims as congruent, reasoning that each asserts a product 
defect. See ante, at 635–636 (citing Restatement § 2(c) and 
Comment l). That may be true at a high level of generality, 
but “[d]esign and failure-to-warn claims . . . rest on different 
factual allegations and distinct legal concepts.” Id., § 2, 
Comment n, at 35. For example, a manufacturer or seller 

2 Petitioners brought suit in Pennsylvania, but alleged that their dece­
dent, George Corson, was exposed to asbestos at railroad maintenance and 
repair shops in Montana and South Dakota. Id., at 42, ¶¶6–7. Because 
the District Court granted summary judgment on the issue of pre­
emption, it performed no choice-of-law analysis to identify the applicable 
substantive state law. See App. to Pet. for Cert. 22a–39a. 
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cannot escape liability for an unreasonably unsafe design 
merely by issuing a warning. See id., Comment l, at 33 
(“Warnings are not . . . a substitute for the provision of a 
reasonably safe design”). In a fundamental sense, there­
fore, a failure-to-warn claim proceeds by taking a product’s 
physical design as a given. A failure-to-warn claim alleges 
a “defect” by asserting that a product, as designed, is safe 
for use only when accompanied by a warning—not that a 
product must be designed differently. 

The majority further conflates defective-design and 
failure-to-warn claims by noting that each is “directed at” 
locomotive equipment. Ante, at 635, 636. That is insuffi­
cient. Not every state law that “could be said to affect tan­
gentially” matters within the regulated field is pre-empted. 
English v. General Elec. Co., 496 U. S. 72, 85 (1990). Rather, 
“for a state law to fall within the pre-empted zone, it must 
have some direct and substantial effect” on the primary con­
duct of entities subject to federal regulation. Ibid. As 
explained above, the LIA regulates the physical equipment 
of locomotives. But petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims, if 
successful, would have no necessary effect on the physical 
equipment of locomotives at all, as respondents themselves 
acknowledge. See Brief for Respondents 55 (petitioners’ 
failure-to-warn claims “may not themselves literally 
mandate physical alteration of the locomotive’s design or 
construction”). 

In the majority’s view, a “duty to warn and the accompany­
ing threat of liability will inevitably influence” a manufactur­
er’s design choices. Ante, at 635, n. 4. But an “influence” 
is not the same as an “effect,” and not every state law with 
some imaginable impact on matters within a federally regu­
lated field is, for that reason alone, pre-empted. See Eng­
lish, 496 U. S., at 85–86; Silkwood v. Kerr-McGee Corp., 464 
U. S. 238, 256 (1984). Indeed, the majority elides the dis­
tinction between indirect and direct regulation, even though 
this Court has explained that the two are not equivalent 
for pre-emption purposes. See Goodyear Atomic Corp. v. 
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Miller, 486 U. S. 174, 186 (1988) (“Congress may reasonably 
determine that incidental regulatory pressure is acceptable, 
whereas direct regulatory authority is not”). State wage-
and-hour laws, workplace safety standards, or tax credits for 
green technology, for example, could all “influence” the 
means and materials of locomotive equipment manufacture 
without imposing direct obligations. Nor does the majority 
substantiate its assertion that the “influence” exerted by a 
duty to warn need be “inevitabl[e]” or “substantial.” Ante, 
at 635, n. 4. To the contrary, the requirements imposed by 
such a duty could be light, and the corresponding liability 
negligible, in comparison to the commercial value of retain­
ing an existing design. 

Respondents could have complied with state-law duties to 
warn by providing instructions for the safe maintenance of 
asbestos-containing locomotive parts in equipment manuals. 
See, e. g., Baldwin-Lima-Hamilton Corp., Engine Manual 
for 600 Series Diesel Engines (1951), online at http:// 
www.rr-fallenflags.org/manual/ blh-6em.html (as visited 
Feb. 27, 2012, and available in Clerk of Court’s case file). Or 
respondents could have ensured that repair shops posted 
signs. See Restatement § 2, Comment i, at 29–30 (duty to 
warn “may require that instructions and warnings be given 
not only to purchasers, users, and consumers, but also to oth­
ers who a reasonable seller should know will be in a position 
to reduce or avoid the risk of harm”); see also, e. g., Patch v. 
Hillerich & Bradsby Co., 2011 MT 175, ¶ 20, 361 Mont. 241, 
246, 257 P. 3d 383, 388 (“While placing a warning directly on 
a product is one method of warning, other methods of warn­
ing exist, including, but not limited to, issuing oral warnings 
and placing warnings in advertisements, posters, and media 
releases”). Neither step would encroach on the pre-empted 
field of locomotives’ “physical elements.” Napier, 272 U. S., 
at 612. The majority is therefore wrong to say that “the 
‘gravamen’ of petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims ‘is still that 
[Corson] suffered harmful consequences as a result of his ex­
posure to asbestos contained in locomotive parts and appur­
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tenances.’ ” Ante, at 635 (quoting Kurns v. A. W. Chester­
ton Inc., 620 F. 3d 392, 398, n. 8 (CA3 2010)). Rather, the 
“gravamen” of these claims is that petitioners’ decedent 
George Corson could have avoided the harmful consequences 
of exposure to asbestos while repairing precisely the same 
locomotive parts had respondents cautioned him, for exam­
ple, to wear a mask. 

Finally, preserving petitioners’ failure-to-warn claims 
coheres with the LIA’s regulatory regime. Neither the In­
terstate Commerce Commission, to which Congress first del­
egated authority under the LIA, nor the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), to whom that authority now belongs, 
has ever regulated locomotive repair and maintenance. To 
the contrary, the FRA takes the position that it lacks power 
under the LIA to regulate within locomotive maintenance 
and repair facilities. Brief for United States as Amicus Cu­
riae in John Crane Inc. v. Atwell, O. T. 2011, No. 10–272, 
p. 10 (“[T]he field covered by the LIA does not include re­
quirements concerning the repair of locomotives that are 
not in use”); Brief for United States as Amicus Curiae 13 
(“The preempted field . . . does not include tort claims based 
on injuries arising while locomotives are not in use”). The 
FRA has determined that the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, not itself, bears primary responsibil­
ity for workplace safety, including with respect to hazard­
ous materials. 43 Fed. Reg. 10583–10590 (1978); cf., e. g., 
English, 496 U. S., at 83, and n. 6. And the FRA has not 
promulgated regulations that address warnings specific to 
maintenance and repair. Because the pre-empted field is 
congruent with the regulated field, see, e. g., United States 
v. Locke, 529 U. S. 89, 112 (2000), the majority’s decision 
sweeps far too broadly.3 

3 Disagreeing with the agency’s interpretation, Justice Kagan con­
cludes that the LIA empowers the FRA to require warnings as an incident 
of the authority to prescribe locomotive design. Compare ante, at 639– 
640 (concurring opinion), with, e. g., Tr. of Oral Arg. 22–23. Such power, 
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* * * 

In short, the majority affords the LIA field-pre-emptive 
effect well beyond what Napier requires, leaving petitioners 
without a remedy for what they allege was fatal exposure to 
asbestos in repair facilities. “It is difficult to believe that 
Congress would, without comment, remove all means of judi­
cial recourse for those injured by illegal conduct.” Silk-
wood, 464 U. S., at 251. That is doubly true in light of the 
LIA’s “purpose . . . of facilitating employee recovery, not of 
restricting such recovery or making it impossible.” Urie v. 
Thompson, 337 U. S. 163, 189 (1949). 

I therefore concur in part and dissent in part. 

if it exists, must be limited to warnings that impose direct requirements 
on the physical composition of locomotive equipment. Cf. n. 1, supra; 49 
CFR §§ 229.85, 229.113 (2010). That may be a formal line, but it is the 
line that this Court drew in describing the scope of the authority conferred 
by the LIA, and therefore the pre-empted field. See Napier v. Atlantic 
Coast Line R. Co., 272 U. S. 605, 611–612 (1926). And it is the line that 
separates petitioners’ design-defect claims from their claims for failure 
to warn. 
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MARTEL, WARDEN v. CLAIR 

certiorari to the united states court of appeals for 
the ninth circuit 

No. 10–1265. Argued December 6, 2011—Decided March 5, 2012 

Respondent Clair was charged with capital murder for the 1984 slaying of 
Linda Rodgers. The main evidence at his trial in California state court 
came from statements Clair made to his former girlfriend in a conversa­
tion that she secretly recorded for the police. He was convicted and 
sentenced to death, and his verdict was upheld on direct review. 

In 1994, Clair commenced federal habeas proceedings by filing a re­
quest for appointment of counsel, which the District Court granted 
under 18 U. S. C. § 3599. That statute entitles indigent capital habeas 
petitioners like Clair to appointed counsel. It also contemplates that 
appointed counsel may be “replaced . . . upon motion of the defendant,” 
§ 3599(e), but it does not specify a standard for district courts to use in 
evaluating those motions. Clair’s counsel filed his initial habeas peti­
tion in 1994, and in the late 1990’s, when two associates from the firm 
representing Clair moved to the Office of the Federal Public Defender 
(FPD), the FPD was substituted as counsel of record. The District 
Court held an evidentiary hearing on Clair’s habeas petition in August 
2004, and the parties submitted their post-hearing briefs by February 
2005. The court subsequently told the parties that it did not wish 
to receive further material about the petition. In March, Clair moved 
to substitute counsel, claiming that his attorneys were seeking only to 
overturn his death sentence, not to prove his innocence. After the 
court asked the parties to address the motion, Clair’s counsel informed 
it that they had met with Clair and that he wanted the FPD to continue 
representing him. The court accordingly decided that it would take no 
action. Six weeks later, however, Clair filed another substitution mo­
tion, adding one more charge to his earlier claims: that his private inves­
tigator had discovered that certain physical evidence from the crime 
scene had never been fully tested, but that Clair’s attorneys had done 
nothing to analyze this evidence or follow up on its discovery. The 
court denied the renewed motion without further inquiry. On the same 
day, it also denied Clair’s habeas petition. 

Clair sought review of his substitution motion pro se, and the FPD 
appealed the habeas ruling. The Ninth Circuit asked the FPD to ad­
dress whether substitution was now warranted, and after the FPD 
informed the court that the attorney-client relationship had broken 
down, the court provided Clair with a new lawyer. Clair then asked 
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the District Court to vacate the denial of his habeas petition under Fed­
eral Rule of Civil Procedure 60(b), arguing that he should be allowed to 
explore the significance of the new physical evidence for his case. The 
District Court rejected his request, and Clair appealed. Consolidating 
his appeals, the Ninth Circuit vacated the District Court’s denial of both 
his substitution request and his habeas petition. Holding that the “in­
terests of justice” standard used in non-capital cases, see 18 U. S. C. 
§ 3006A, should govern substitution motions like Clair’s, it ruled that 
the District Court abused its discretion by failing to inquire into the 
complaints in Clair’s second letter. Because Clair had already received 
new counsel on appeal, the court decided the best remedy was to treat 
Clair’s new counsel as though he had been appointed in June 2005 and 
to allow him to make whatever submissions he would have made then, 
including a motion to amend Clair’s habeas petition in light of new 
evidence. 

Held: 
1. When evaluating motions to substitute counsel in capital cases 

under 18 U. S. C. § 3599, courts should employ the same “interests 
of justice” standard that applies in non-capital cases under § 3006A. 
Pp. 657–662. 

(a) Although § 3599 guarantees that indigent capital defendants and 
petitioners seeking federal habeas relief in capital cases will receive the 
assistance of counsel, see, e. g., §§ 3599(a)(1), (a)(2), (e), and contemplates 
that an appointed attorney may be “replaced by similarly qualified coun­
sel upon the attorney’s own motion or upon motion of the defendant,” 
§ 3599(e), the statute fails to specify how a court should decide such 
a motion. Clair argues, and the Ninth Circuit agreed, that district 
courts should use the “in the interests of justice” standard of § 3006A, 
which governs the appointment and substitution of counsel in federal 
non-capital litigation. By contrast, the State contends that an ap­
pointed lawyer can only be replaced when the defendant has suffered 
an “actual or constructive denial” of counsel—that is, when the lawyer 
lacks the requisite statutory qualifications, has a conflict of interest, or 
has completely abandoned the client. 

The Court adopts Clair’s approach, based on the history of § 3599. 
Before 1988, § 3006A governed both capital and non-capital cases, au­
thorizing courts to appoint counsel for federal habeas petitioners and 
providing that in all cases in which a court had appointed counsel, sub­
stitution motions should be decided “in the interests of justice.” 
§ 3006A(c). Thus, a court in those days would have used that standard 
to evaluate a request like Clair’s. In 1988, Congress enacted what is 
now § 3599, thus displacing § 3006A for persons facing execution. The 
new statute grants federal capital defendants and capital habeas peti­
tioners enhanced rights of representation. Habeas petitioners facing 
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execution now receive counsel as a matter of right, see § 3599(a)(2), and 
in multiple ways the statute aims to improve the quality of their repre­
sentation: It provides them with more experienced counsel than § 3006A 
demands, authorizes higher rates of compensation, and provides more 
money for investigative and expert services. These measures “reflec[t] 
a determination that quality legal representation is necessary” in all 
capital proceedings to foster “fundamental fairness in the imposition of 
the death penalty.” McFarland v. Scott, 512 U. S. 849, 855, 859. Given 
this context, the Court cannot conclude that Congress silently pre­
scribed a substitution standard that would make it more difficult for 
those facing capital punishment to substitute counsel. Adopting a more 
stringent test than § 3006A’s would deprive capital defendants of a tool 
they formerly had, and non-capital defendants still have, to handle seri­
ous representational problems. By contrast, utilizing § 3006A’s stand­
ard comports with the myriad ways that § 3599 seeks to promote effec­
tive representation for persons facing capital punishment. Pp. 657–660. 

(b) The dearth of support for the State’s alternative standard rein­
forces this conclusion. The State concedes that Congress has not con­
sidered its standard in any context; neither has a federal court used it 
in any case. The Court prefers to use a familiar standard, already 
known to work, than to try out a new one. Moreover, the State’s pro­
posed test would gut § 3599’s substitution provision, because even ab­
sent that provision courts would have an obligation to ensure that the 
defendant’s statutory right to counsel was satisfied throughout the liti­
gation. The State counters that only its approach comports with the 
rule that habeas petitioners generally have no Sixth Amendment right 
to counsel. But Congress declined to track that Amendment in provid­
ing statutory rights to counsel in both § 3006A and § 3599. Thus, the 
scope of the Amendment cannot answer the statutory question pre­
sented here. The State also contends that the “interests of justice” 
standard will permit substitution motions to become a mechanism to 
defer enforcement of a death sentence. But the “interests of justice” 
standard takes into account whether a substitution motion will cause 
undue delay. Pp. 660–662. 

2. The District Court did not abuse its discretion in denying Clair’s 
second request for new counsel under § 3599’s “interests of justice” 
standard. In reviewing substitution motions, the courts of appeals 
have pointed to several relevant considerations, including: the timeli­
ness of the motion; the adequacy of the district court’s inquiry into the 
defendant’s complaint; and the asserted cause for that complaint, includ­
ing the extent of the conflict or breakdown in communication between 
lawyer and client. Because a trial court’s decision on substitution is so 
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fact-specific, it deserves deference and may be overturned only for an 
abuse of discretion. 

Here, the District Court received Clair’s second substitution motion 
on the eve of deciding his 10-year-old habeas petition. Just three 
months earlier, Clair had written the court to complain about his attor­
neys. After making proper inquiry, the court learned that Clair and 
his counsel had settled their dispute and turned once more to ruling on 
Clair’s habeas petition, only to receive a second letter six weeks later. 
In it Clair maintained his general assertion that his lawyers were not 
trying to prove his innocence, but he also alleged a new and significant 
charge of attorney error: that counsel had refused to investigate particu­
lar, newly located physical evidence. Such a charge normally would 
require the court to make further inquiry; a district court cannot usually 
rule on a substitution motion without exploring why a defendant wants 
new counsel. But here, the motion’s timing precludes a holding that 
the District Court abused its discretion. The court received the letter 
while putting the finishing touches on its denial of Clair’s habeas peti­
tion. After years of litigation, an evidentiary hearing, and post-hearing 
briefing, the court had instructed the parties that it would accept no 
further submissions. All proceedings had therefore come to a close, 
and a new attorney could have done nothing further in the District 
Court. In those circumstances, the District Court acted within its dis­
cretion in denying Clair’s substitution motion. Pp. 663–666. 

403 Fed. Appx. 276, reversed and remanded. 

Kagan, J., delivered the opinion for a unanimous Court. 

Ward A. Campbell, Supervising Deputy Attorney General 
of California, argued the cause for petitioner. With him on 
the briefs were Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General, Dane 
R. Gillette, Chief Assistant Attorney General, Donald E. de 
Nicola, Deputy State Solicitor General, Michael P. Farrell, 
Senior Assistant Attorney General, and Barry J. T. Carlton, 
Supervising Deputy Attorney General. 

Seth P. Waxman argued the cause for respondent. With 
him on the brief were Edward C. DuMont, Catherine M. A. 
Carroll, Alan E. Schoenfeld, John R. Grele, and David W. 
Fermino.* 

*A brief of amici curiae urging reversal was filed for the State of Flor­
ida et al. by Pamela Jo Bondi, Attorney General of Florida, Scott D. 
Makar, Solicitor General, and Ronald A. Lathan and Courtney Brewer, 
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Justice Kagan delivered the opinion of the Court. 
A federal statute, § 3599 of Title 18, entitles indigent de­

fendants to the appointment of counsel in capital cases, in­
cluding habeas corpus proceedings. The statute contem­
plates that appointed counsel may be “replaced . . . upon 
motion of the defendant,” § 3599(e), but it does not specify 
the standard that district courts should use in evaluating 
those motions. We hold that courts should employ the same 
“interests of justice” standard that they apply in non-capital 
cases under a related statute, § 3006A of Title 18. We also 
hold that the District Court here did not abuse its discretion 
in denying respondent Kenneth Clair’s motion to change 
counsel. 

I 

This case arises from the murder of Linda Rodgers in 1984. 
Rodgers resided at the home of Kai Henriksen and Margaret 
Hessling in Santa Ana, California. Clair was a squatter 
in a vacant house next door. About a week prior to the 
murder, police officers arrested Clair for burglarizing the 
Henriksen-Hessling home, relying on information Henriksen 
had provided. On the night the police released Clair from 
custody, Hessling returned from an evening out to find Rod­
gers’ dead body in the master bedroom, naked from the waist 
down and beaten, stabbed, and strangled. Some jewelry 

Deputy Solicitors General, by Kevin T. Kane, Chief State’s Attorney of 
Connecticut, and by the Attorneys General for their respective jurisdic­
tions as follows: Luther Strange of Alabama, Tom Horne of Arizona, John 
Suthers of Colorado, Joseph R. Biden III of Delaware, Samuel S. Olens 
of Georgia, Leonardo M. Rapadas of Guam, Lawrence G. Wasden of Idaho, 
Jack Conway of Kentucky, James D. “Buddy” Caldwell of Louisiana, Steve 
Bullock of Montana, Jon Bruning of Nebraska, Catherine Cortez Masto 
of Nevada, Gary K. King of New Mexico, Roy Cooper of North Carolina, 
Michael DeWine of Ohio, E. Scott Pruitt of Oklahoma, Linda L. Kelly of 
Pennsylvania, Alan Wilson of South Carolina, Marty J. Jackley of South 
Dakota, Robert E. Cooper, Jr., of Tennessee, Greg Abbott of Texas, Mark 
L. Shurtleff of Utah, Robert M. McKenna of Washington, and Gregory A. 
Phillips of Wyoming. 
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and household items were missing from the house. See Peo­
ple v. Clair, 2 Cal. 4th 629, 644–647, 828 P. 2d 705, 713–714 
(1992); App. to Pet. for Cert. 23–24. 

The district attorney charged Clair with Rodgers’ murder 
and sought the death penalty. No forensic evidence linked 
Clair to the crime; instead, the main evidence against Clair 
came from his former girlfriend, Pauline Flores. Although 
she later recanted her testimony, see App. 36–42, Flores 
stated at trial that she and Clair were walking in the neigh­
borhood on the night of the murder and split up near the 
Henriksen-Hessling house. When they reunited about an 
hour later, Flores recounted, Clair was carrying jewelry and 
other items and had blood on his right hand. According to 
Flores, Clair explained to her that he had “just finished beat­
ing up a woman.” Clair, 2 Cal. 4th, at 647, 828 P. 2d, at 714. 
The prosecution then introduced a tape recording of a talk 
between Flores and Clair several months after the murder, 
which Flores had made in cooperation with the police. On 
that tape, Clair at one point denied committing the murder, 
but also made several inculpatory statements. For example, 
when Flores told Clair that she had seen blood on him, he 
replied “Ain’t on me no more” and “They can’t prove noth­
ing.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 53 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). And in response to her continued probing, Clair 
explained “[W]hat you fail to realize, how . . . they gonna 
prove I was there? . . . There ain’t no . . . fingerprints, ain’t 
no . . . body seen me go in there and leave out there.” Id., 
at 53–54 (internal quotation marks omitted). The jury con­
victed Clair and sentenced him to death. The California Su­
preme Court upheld the verdict, and this Court denied re­
view, Clair v. California, 506 U. S. 1063 (1993). 

Clair commenced federal habeas proceedings by filing a 
request for appointment of counsel, which the District Court 
granted under § 3599. Clair and his counsel filed an initial 
petition for habeas relief in 1994 and, after exhausting state 
remedies, an amended petition the following year. The peti­
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tion alleged more than 40 claims, involving such matters as 
jury selection and composition, sufficiency of the evidence, 
prosecutorial misconduct, nondisclosure of exculpatory mate­
rials relating to state witnesses, and ineffectiveness of trial 
counsel. In the late 1990’s, two associates from the firm rep­
resenting Clair took jobs at the Office of the Federal Public 
Defender (FPD), and the court substituted that office as 
counsel of record. The court held an evidentiary hearing 
on Clair’s habeas petition in August 2004, and the parties 
submitted post-hearing briefs by February 2005. The court 
subsequently informed the parties that it viewed the briefing 
“to be complete and d[id] not wish to receive any additional 
material” about the petition. App. 3–4. 

On March 16, 2005, Clair sent a letter to the court stating 
that the FPD attorneys “no longer . . . ha[d] [his] best inter­
est at hand” and that he did not want them to continue to 
represent him. Id., at 24; see id., at 18–25. Clair alleged 
that the lawyers had repeatedly dismissed his efforts to par­
ticipate in his own defense. Prior to the evidentiary hear­
ing, Clair wrote, he had become so frustrated with the attor­
neys that he enlisted a private detective to look into his case. 
But the lawyers, Clair charged, refused to cooperate with the 
investigator; they were seeking only to overturn his death 
sentence, rather than to prove his innocence. As a result, 
Clair felt that he and his counsel were not “on the same 
team.” Id., at 23. 

The District Court responded by asking both parties to 
address Clair’s motion to substitute counsel. See id., at 18. 
The State noted that “[w]hat the trial court does with re­
spect to appointing counsel is within its discretion, providing 
the interests of justice are served.” Id., at 29. The State 
further advised the court that “nothing in [Clair’s] letter re-
quire[d] a change” of counsel because the FPD lawyers had 
provided appropriate representation and substitution would 
delay the case. Ibid. Clair replied to the court’s request 
through his FPD attorneys on April 26, 2005. Their letter 
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stated: “After meeting with Mr. Clair, counsel understands 
that Mr. Clair wants the [FPD] to continue to serve as his 
counsel in this case at this time.” Id., at 27. On the basis 
of that representation, the court determined that it would 
“take no further action on the matter at this time.” Id., 
at 33. 

But the issue resurfaced just six weeks after the court’s 
decision. On June 16, 2005, Clair wrote a second letter to 
the court asking for substitution of counsel. That letter 
again asserted a “total break down of communication” be­
tween Clair and the FPD; according to Clair, he was “no 
longer able to trust anybody within that office.” Id., at 62– 
63. In explaining the source of the problem, Clair reiterated 
each of the points made in his prior complaint. And then he 
added one more. Clair recounted that his private investiga­
tor had recently learned that the police and district attor­
ney’s office were in possession of fingerprints and other phys­
ical evidence from the crime scene that had never been fully 
tested. The FPD lawyers, Clair asserted, were doing noth­
ing to analyze this evidence or otherwise follow up on its 
discovery. Clair attributed this failure, too, to the FPD’s 
decision to focus on his sentence, rather than on questions 
of guilt. 

Two weeks later, the District Court denied Clair’s re­
newed request for substitution without further inquiry. The 
court stated: “It does not appear to the Court that a change 
of counsel is appropriate. It appears that [Clair’s] counsel is 
doing a proper job. No conflict of interest or inadequacy of 
counsel is shown.” Id., at 61. On the same day, the court 
denied Clair’s habeas petition in a detailed opinion. Clair 
v. Brown, Case No. CV 93–1133 GLT (CD Cal., June 30, 
2005), App. to Pet. for Cert. 20–91. 

Clair sought review of his substitution motion pro se, while 
the FPD filed a notice of appeal from the denial of his habeas 
petition. The Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit in­
structed the FPD to address whether substitution of counsel 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



656 MARTEL v. CLAIR 

Opinion of the Court 

was now warranted, and in October 2005, the FPD informed 
the court that “the attorney-client relationship ha[d] broken 
down to such an extent that substitution of counsel [would 
be] appropriate.” Attorney for Appellant’s Response to 
Court’s Sept. 15, 2005 Order, in No. 05–99005 (CA9), Record, 
Doc. 9, p. 1. The State did not comment or object, and the 
Court of Appeals provided Clair with a new lawyer going 
forward. Clair then asked the District Court to vacate the 
denial of his habeas petition under Federal Rule of Civil Pro­
cedure 60(b), arguing that he should be allowed to explore 
the significance of the new physical evidence for his case. 
The District Court (with a new judge assigned, because the 
judge previously handling the case had retired) rejected that 
request on the ground that the new evidence did not pertain 
to any of the claims presented in Clair’s habeas petition. 
See App. to Pet. for Cert. 9–10. Clair appealed that decision 
as well.1 

After consolidating Clair’s appeals, the Ninth Circuit va­
cated the trial court’s denial of both Clair’s request for new 
counsel and his habeas petition. See Clair v. Ayers, 403 
Fed. Appx. 276 (2010). The Court of Appeals’ opinion fo­
cused on Clair’s substitution motion. Holding that the “in­
terests of justice” standard should apply to that motion, the 
Ninth Circuit ruled that the District Court abused its discre­
tion by failing to inquire into the complaints in Clair’s second 
letter. See id., at 278. The Court of Appeals then consid­
ered how to remedy that error, given that Clair had received 
new counsel while on appeal. It decided that “the most rea­

1 While litigating his Rule 60(b) motion in the District Court, Clair also 
pursued discovery in the California state courts relating to the newly 
found physical evidence. On the basis of material he obtained, Clair filed 
another petition for state habeas relief, alleging (among other claims) ac­
tual innocence and improper suppression of exculpatory material under 
Brady v. Maryland, 373 U. S. 83 (1963). The California Supreme Court 
summarily denied that petition. See In re Clair, No. S169188 (Aug. 24, 
2011). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



Cite as: 565 U. S. 648 (2012) 657 

Opinion of the Court 

sonable solution” was to “treat Clair’s current counsel as if 
he were the counsel who might have been appointed” in June 
2005, and to allow him to make whatever submissions he 
would have made then, including a motion to amend Clair’s 
habeas petition in light of new evidence. Id., at 279. 

We granted certiorari to review this judgment, 564 U. S. 
1036 (2011), and now reverse. 

II 

We first consider the standard that district courts should 
use to adjudicate federal habeas petitioners’ motions to sub­
stitute counsel in capital cases. The question arises because 
the relevant statute, 18 U. S. C. § 3599, contains a notable 
gap. Section 3599 first guarantees that indigent defendants 
in federal capital cases will receive the assistance of counsel, 
from pretrial proceedings through stay applications. See 
§§ 3599(a)(1), (a)(2), (e). It next grants a corresponding right 
to people like Clair who seek federal habeas relief from a 
state death sentence, for all post-conviction proceedings and 
related activities. See §§ 3599(a)(2), (e); McFarland v. Scott, 
512 U. S. 849, 854–855 (1994); Harbison v. Bell, 556 U. S. 180, 
183–185 (2009). And the statute contemplates that both sets 
of litigants may sometimes substitute counsel; it notes that 
an attorney appointed under the section may be “replaced 
by similarly qualified counsel upon the attorney’s own motion 
or upon motion of the defendant.” § 3599(e).2 But here lies 

2 Section 3599(e) provides in full: 
“Unless replaced by similarly qualified counsel upon the attorney’s own 

motion or upon motion of the defendant, each attorney so appointed shall 
represent the defendant throughout every subsequent stage of available 
judicial proceedings, including pretrial proceedings, trial, sentencing, 
motions for new trial, appeals, applications for writ of certiorari to the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and all available post-conviction 
process, together with applications for stays of execution and other appro­
priate motions and procedures, and shall also represent the defendant in 
such competency proceedings and proceedings for executive or other clem­
ency as may be available to the defendant.” 
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the rub: The statute fails to specify how a court should de­
cide such a motion. Section 3599 says not a word about the 
standard a court should apply when addressing a request for 
a new lawyer. 

The parties offer us two alternative ways to fill this statu­
tory hole. Clair argues, and the Ninth Circuit agreed, that 
district courts should decide substitution motions brought 
under § 3599 “in the interests of justice.” That standard de­
rives from 18 U. S. C. § 3006A, which governs the appoint­
ment and substitution of counsel in federal non-capital litiga­
tion. By contrast, the State contends that district courts 
may replace an appointed lawyer under § 3599 only when the 
defendant has suffered an “actual or constructive denial” of 
counsel. Brief for Petitioner 33. That denial occurs, the 
State asserts, in just three situations: when the lawyer lacks 
the qualifications necessary for appointment under the stat­
ute; when he has a “disabling conflict of interest”; or when 
he has “completely abandoned” the client. Id., at 34. On 
this matter, we think Clair, not the State, gets it right. 

A trip back in time begins to show why. Prior to 1988, 
§ 3006A governed the appointment of counsel in all federal 
criminal cases and habeas litigation, regardless whether the 
matter involved a capital or a non-capital offense. That sec­
tion provided counsel as a matter of right to most indigent 
criminal defendants, from pretrial proceedings through ap­
peal. See §§ 3006A(a)(1), (c) (1982 ed.). In addition, the 
statute authorized courts to appoint counsel for federal ha­
beas petitioners when “the interests of justice so require[d],” 
§ 3006A(g); and under that provision, courts almost always 
appointed counsel to represent petitioners convicted of capi­
tal offenses, see Ruthenbeck, Dueling With Death in Federal 
Courts, 4 ABA Crim. Justice, No. 3, pp. 2, 42 (Fall 1989). In 
all cases in which a court had appointed counsel, § 3006A 
further provided (as it continues to do) that substitution 
motions should be decided “in the interests of justice.” 
§ 3006A(c). So in those days, a court would have used that 
standard to evaluate a request like Clair’s. 
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In 1988, Congress enacted the legislation now known as 
§ 3599 to govern appointment of counsel in capital cases, thus 
displacing § 3006A for persons facing execution (but retain­
ing that section for all others). See Anti-Drug Abuse Act, 
102 Stat. 4393–4394, 21 U. S. C. §§ 848(q)(4)–(10) (1988 ed.) 
(recodified at 18 U. S. C. § 3599 (2006 ed. and Supp. IV)). 
The new statute grants federal capital defendants and capi­
tal habeas petitioners enhanced rights of representation, in 
light of what it calls “the seriousness of the possible penalty 
and . . . the unique and complex nature of the litigation.” 
§ 3599(d) (2006 ed.). Habeas petitioners facing execution 
now receive counsel as a matter of right, not an exercise 
of the court’s discretion. See § 3599(a)(2). And the statute 
aims in multiple ways to improve the quality of representa­
tion afforded to capital petitioners and defendants alike. 
Section 3599 requires lawyers in capital cases to have 
more legal experience than § 3006A demands. Compare 
§§ 3599(b)–(d) with § 3006A(b). Similarly, § 3599 authorizes 
higher rates of compensation, in part to attract better coun­
sel. Compare § 3599(g)(1) with § 3006A(d) (2006 ed. and 
Supp. IV). And § 3599 provides more money for investiga­
tive and expert services. Compare §§ 3599(f) (2006 ed.), 
(g)(2) (2006 ed., Supp. IV), with § 3006A(e) (2006 ed. and 
Supp. IV). As we have previously noted, those measures 
“reflec[t] a determination that quality legal representation is 
necessary” in all capital proceedings to foster “fundamental 
fairness in the imposition of the death penalty.” McFar­
land, 512 U. S., at 855, 859. 

That understanding of § 3599’s terms and origins goes far 
toward resolving the parties’ dispute over what standard 
should apply. We know that before § 3599’s passage, courts 
used an “interests of justice” standard to decide substitution 
motions in all cases—and that today, they continue to do so 
in all non-capital proceedings. We know, too, that in spin­
ning off § 3599, Congress enacted a set of reforms to improve 
the quality of lawyering in capital litigation. With all those 
measures pointing in one direction, we cannot conclude that 
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Congress silently prescribed a substitution standard that 
would head the opposite way. Adopting a more stringent 
test than § 3006A’s would deprive capital defendants of a tool 
they formerly had, and defendants facing lesser penalties 
still have, to handle serious representational problems. 
That result clashes with everything else § 3599 does. By 
contrast, utilizing § 3006A’s standard comports with the myr­
iad ways that § 3599 seeks to promote effective representa­
tion for persons threatened with capital punishment. 

The dearth of support for the State’s alternative standard 
reinforces the case for borrowing from § 3006A. Recall that 
the State thinks substitution proper “only when . . . counsel 
is completely denied”—which, the State says, occurs when 
counsel lacks the requisite experience; “actively represents 
conflicting interests”; or has “total[ly] desert[ed]” the client. 
Brief for Petitioner 15, 35, 38. As the State acknowledges, 
this test comes from . . . well, from nowhere. The State 
conceded during argument that Congress has not considered 
(much less adopted) the standard in any context; neither has 
a federal court used it in any case. See Tr. of Oral Arg. 16. 
Indeed, the standard is new to the State’s own attorneys. 
As noted earlier, when Clair first requested a change of coun­
sel, the State responded that substitution is a “matter . . . of 
trial court discretion,” based on “the interests of justice.” 
App. 29; see supra, at 654. Only later did the State devise 
its present proposal. Inventiveness is often an admirable 
quality, but here we think the State overdoes it. To be sure, 
we must infer a substitution standard for § 3599; in that 
sense, we are writing on a blank slate. But in undertaking 
that task, we prefer to copy something familiar than concoct 
something novel. That enables courts to rely on experience 
and precedent, with a standard already known to work 
effectively. 

Still worse, the State’s proposed test guts § 3599’s pro­
vision for substitution motions. See § 3599(e) (2006 ed.) 
(appointed counsel may be “replaced . . . upon motion of 
the defendant”). According to the State, a court may not 
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change counsel under § 3599 even if the attorney-client rela­
tionship has broken down, so long as the lawyer has the re­
quired qualifications and is “act[ing] as an advocate.” Brief 
for Petitioner 35. And that is so, continues the State, even 
when substitution will not cause delay or other prejudice— 
because again, the defendant retains a functioning lawyer. 
See id., at 34. That approach, as already noted, undermines 
Congress’s efforts in § 3599 to enhance representation in cap­
ital cases. See supra, at 659–660. And beyond that, it ren­
ders § 3599’s substitution provision superfluous. Even in the 
absence of that provision, a court would have to ensure that the 
defendant’s statutory right to counsel was satisfied through­
out the litigation; for example, the court would have to ap­
point new counsel if the first lawyer developed a conflict with 
or abandoned the client. So by confining substitution to 
cases in which the defendant has no counsel at all, the State’s 
proposal effectively deletes § 3599’s substitution clause. 

The State counters that only its approach comports with 
“this Court’s long-established jurisprudence that habeas 
prisoners, including capital prisoners,” have no right to coun­
sel under the Sixth Amendment. Brief for Petitioner 18; see 
Murray v. Giarratano, 492 U. S. 1, 10, 12 (1989) (plurality 
opinion); id., at 14–15 (Kennedy, J., concurring in judgment); 
cf. Coleman v. Thompson, 501 U. S. 722, 755 (1991) (reserv­
ing question of whether the Sixth Amendment guarantees 
counsel when a habeas proceeding provides the first opportu­
nity to raise a claim). But we do not understand the State’s 
basis for linking use of the “interests of justice” standard to 
cases in which an individual has a Sixth Amendment right. 
A statute need not draw the same lines as the Constitution, 
and neither § 3006A nor § 3599 does so in addressing the sub­
stitution of counsel. Section 3006A applies the “interests of 
justice” standard to substitution motions even when the 
Sixth Amendment does not require representation; that is 
presumptively so, for example, when a court provides counsel 
to a non-capital habeas petitioner. See §§ 3006A(a)(2)(B), (c). 
And whatever standard we adopt for § 3599 will likewise 
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apply both to litigants who have and to litigants who lack a 
Sixth Amendment right, because the section offers counsel 
on the same terms to capital defendants and habeas petition­
ers. In providing statutory rights to counsel, Congress de­
clined to track the Sixth Amendment; accordingly, the scope 
of that Amendment cannot answer the statutory question 
presented here. 

The State’s stronger argument relates to delay in capital 
proceedings. Under the “interests of justice” standard, the 
State contends, substitution motions will become a mecha­
nism to defer enforcement of a death sentence, contrary to 
historic restrictions on “abuse of the writ” and to the goals 
of the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 
(AEDPA). See Brief for Petitioner 19–22. But this argu­
ment, like the last, forgets that § 3599 reaches not just habeas 
petitioners but also criminal defendants, who have not been 
convicted or sentenced and therefore have no incentive to 
delay. Moreover, the State’s claim misjudges the capacity 
of the “interests of justice” standard to deal with such issues. 
Protecting against abusive delay is an interest of justice. 
Because that is so, courts addressing substitution motions in 
both capital and non-capital cases routinely consider issues 
of timeliness. See, e. g., Hunter v. Delo, 62 F. 3d 271, 274 
(CA8 1995) (citing “the need to thwart abusive delay” in af­
firming the denial of a habeas petitioner’s substitution mo­
tion); United States v. White, 451 F. 2d 1225, 1226 (CA6 1971) 
(per curiam) (approving a District Court’s refusal to change 
counsel under § 3006A(c) “on the morning of the trial”). In­
deed, we will do so, just paragraphs from here, in this very 
case. See infra, at 665. The standard we adopt thus takes 
account of, rather than ignores or opposes, the State’s inter­
est in avoiding undue delay.3 

3 The State also makes a more specific argument based on AEDPA, see 
Brief for Petitioner 26–29, but we think it is not well taken. The State 
notes that the “interests of justice” standard enables a court, when ruling 
on a substitution motion, to take account of a lawyer’s effectiveness. That 
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III 

The remaining question is whether the District Court 
abused its discretion in denying Clair’s second request for 
new counsel under § 3599’s “interests of justice” standard. 
We do not think the court did so, although the court’s failure 
to make any inquiry into Clair’s allegations makes this deci­
sion harder than necessary. 

As its name betrays, the “interests of justice” standard 
contemplates a peculiarly context-specific inquiry. So we 
doubt that any attempt to provide a general definition of the 
standard would prove helpful. In reviewing substitution 
motions, the courts of appeals have pointed to several rele­
vant considerations. Those factors may vary a bit from cir­
cuit to circuit, but generally include: the timeliness of the 
motion; the adequacy of the district court’s inquiry into the 
defendant’s complaint; and the asserted cause for that com­
plaint, including the extent of the conflict or breakdown in 
communication between lawyer and client (and the client’s 
own responsibility, if any, for that conflict). See, e. g., 
United States v. Prime, 431 F. 3d 1147, 1154 (CA9 2005); 
United States v. Doe, 272 F. 3d 116, 122–123 (CA2 2001); 
Hunter, 62 F. 3d, at 274; United States v. Welty, 674 F. 2d 
185, 188 (CA3 1982). Because a trial court’s decision on sub-

consideration, according to the State, conflicts with AEDPA’s injunction 
that “[t]he ineffectiveness or incompetence of counsel during Federal or 
State collateral post-conviction proceedings shall not be a ground for relief 
in a [habeas] proceeding arising under section 2254.” 28 U. S. C. § 2254(i); 
see § 2261(e) (using similar language). But most naturally read, § 2254(i) 
prohibits a court from granting substantive habeas relief on the basis of a 
lawyer’s ineffectiveness in post-conviction proceedings, not from substitut­
ing counsel on that ground. Cf. Holland v. Florida, 560 U. S. 631, 650– 
651 (2010) (holding that § 2254(i) does not preclude equitable tolling of a 
statute of limitations based on attorney misconduct in habeas proceed­
ings). Indeed, if the State were right, we would also have to find that 
AEDPA silently repealed § 3006A’s instruction to courts to apply the “in­
terests of justice” standard in non-capital habeas cases. We see nothing 
to suggest that Congress had that result in mind. 
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stitution is so fact-specific, it deserves deference; a reviewing 
court may overturn it only for an abuse of discretion. 

The District Court here received Clair’s second substitu­
tion motion on the eve of deciding his 10-year-old habeas 
petition. Recall that three months earlier, following an evi­
dentiary hearing and post-hearing briefing, Clair had written 
the court to complain about his attorneys. In that first let­
ter, Clair accused his lawyers of refusing to cooperate with 
a private detective and, more generally, of forgoing efforts 
to prove his innocence. After making proper inquiry, the 
court learned that Clair and his attorneys had worked 
through their dispute and Clair no longer wanted to substi­
tute counsel. The court thus turned its attention once again 
to ruling on Clair’s habeas petition—only to receive another 
letter requesting a change in representation. 

If that second letter had merely recapitulated the charges 
in the first, this case would be relatively simple. Even then, 
the court might have done well to make further inquiry of 
Clair and his counsel. As all Circuits agree, courts cannot 
properly resolve substitution motions without probing why 
a defendant wants a new lawyer. See, e. g., United States v. 
Iles, 906 F. 2d 1122, 1130 (CA6 1990) (“It is hornbook law 
that ‘[w]hen an indigent defendant makes a timely and good 
faith motion requesting that appointed counsel be discharged 
and new counsel appointed, the trial court clearly has a re­
sponsibility to determine the reasons for defendant’s dissat­
isfaction . . . ’ ” (quoting 2 W. LaFave & J. Israel, Criminal 
Procedure § 11.4, p. 36 (1984))). Moreover, an on-the-record 
inquiry into the defendant’s allegations “permit[s] meaning­
ful appellate review” of a trial court’s exercise of discretion. 
United States v. Taylor, 487 U. S. 326, 336–337 (1988). But 
here the court had inquired, just a short time earlier, into 
Clair’s relationship with his lawyers. The court knew that 
Clair had responded to that inquiry by dropping his initial 
complaints. And the court had reason to think, based on 10 
years of handling the case, that those charges lacked merit: 
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Perhaps most important, the court knew that the lawyers 
had raised many challenges not just to Clair’s sentence, but 
to his conviction, including to the sufficiency of the State’s 
evidence. See, e. g., App. to Pet. for Cert. 27–69. Espe­
cially at this stage of the litigation, those factors would have 
provided ample basis to reject a simple reprise of Clair’s 
allegations. 

What complicates this case is that in his second letter, 
Clair added a new and significant charge of attorney error. 
Beyond asserting generally that his lawyers were not trying 
to prove his innocence, Clair now alleged that counsel had 
refused to investigate particular, newly located physical evi­
dence. That evidence, according to Clair, might have shown 
that the police had suppressed Brady material, that his trial 
counsel had been ineffective in investigating the murder, or 
that he had not committed the offense. See Tr. of Oral Arg. 
45–46. Especially in a case lacking physical evidence, built 
in part on since-recanted witness testimony, those possibili­
ties cannot be blithely dismissed. In the mine run of cir­
cumstances, Clair’s new charge would have required the 
court to make further inquiry before ruling on his motion for 
a new attorney. 

But here, the timing of that motion precludes a holding 
that the District Court abused its discretion. The court re­
ceived Clair’s second letter while putting the finishing 
touches on its denial of his habeas petition. (That lengthy 
decision issued just two weeks later.) After many years 
of litigation, an evidentiary hearing, and substantial post-
hearing briefing, the court had instructed the parties that it 
would accept no further submissions. See App. 3–4; Tr. of 
Oral Arg. 4–5. The case was all over but the deciding; coun­
sel, whether old or new, could do nothing more in the trial 
court proceedings. At that point and in that forum, Clair’s 
conflict with his lawyers no longer mattered. 

Clair, to be sure, wanted to press his case further in the 
District Court. He desired a new lawyer, after examining 
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the physical evidence, to make whatever claims followed 
from it. But, notably, all of those claims would have been 
new; as the District Court later found in ruling on Clair’s 
Rule 60(b) motion, the physical evidence did not relate to any 
of the claims Clair had previously made in his habeas peti­
tion. See App. to Pet. for Cert. 9–10. A substitute lawyer 
thus would have had to seek an amendment of that petition, 
as well as an evidentiary hearing or, more likely, a stay to 
allow exhaustion of remedies in state court. See 403 Fed. 
Appx., at 279. The District Court could properly have re­
jected that motion, consistent with its order precluding fur­
ther submissions (effectively remitting Clair to state court 
to pursue the matter). See Mayle v. Felix, 545 U. S. 644, 
663 (2005). And if that is so, the court also acted within its 
discretion in denying Clair’s request to substitute counsel, 
even without the usually appropriate inquiry. The court 
was not required to appoint a new lawyer just so Clair could 
file a futile motion. We accordingly find that the Court of 
Appeals erred in overturning the District Court’s decision.4 

The judgment below is reversed, and the case is remanded 
for further proceedings consistent with this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

4 We note as well that the Court of Appeals ordered the wrong remedy 
even assuming the District Court had abused its discretion in denying 
Clair’s substitution motion without inquiry. The way to cure that error 
would have been to remand to the District Court to decide whether substi­
tution was appropriate at the time of Clair’s letter. Unless that court 
determined that counsel should have been changed, the Court of Appeals 
had no basis for vacating the denial of Clair’s habeas petition. 
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Reporter’s Note 

The next page is purposely numbered 801. The numbers between 666 
and 801 were intentionally omitted, in order to make it possible to publish 
the orders with permanent page numbers, thus making the official cita­
tions available upon publication of the preliminary prints of the United 
States Reports. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS FOR OCTOBER 3, 2011, THROUGH
 
MARCH 19, 2012
 

October 3, 2011 

Affirmed for Absence of Quorum 

No. 10–11054. Murphy v. Kollar-Kotelly, Judge, United 
States District Court for the District of Columbia, et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Because the Court lacks a quorum, 28 U. S. C. § 1, 
and since the qualified Justices are of the opinion that the case 
cannot be heard and determined at the next Term of the Court, 
the judgment is affirmed under 28 U. S. C. § 2109, which provides 
that under these circumstances “the court shall enter its order 
affirming the judgment of the court from which the case was 
brought for review with the same effect as upon affirmance by 
an equally divided court.” The Chief Justice, Justice Scalia, 
Justice Kennedy, Justice Thomas, Justice Ginsburg, Jus­
tice Breyer, and Justice Alito took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

Appeal Dismissed 

No. 10–755. Dallas County, Texas, et al. v. Texas Demo­
cratic Party. Appeal from D. C. N. D. Tex. dismissed as moot. 

Vacated and Remanded on Appeal 

No. 10–1183. Dallas County, Texas, et al. v. Texas Demo­
cratic Party. Appeal from D. C. N. D. Tex. Judgment va­
cated, and case remanded with instructions to enter a fresh judg­
ment from which an appeal may be taken to the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit. 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–1202. Chinese Daily News, Inc. v. Wang et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case 
remanded for further consideration in light of Wal-Mart Stores, 
Inc. v. Dukes, 564 U. S. 338 (2011). Justice Breyer took no 
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part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 623 F. 3d 743. 

No. 10–1262. China Terminal & Electric Corp. et al. v. 
Willemsen, Personal Representative of the Estate of 
Willemsen, et al. Sup. Ct. Ore. Certiorari granted, judg­
ment vacated, and case remanded for further consideration in 
light of J. McIntyre Machinery, Ltd. v. Nicastro, 564 U. S. 873 
(2011). 

No. 10–1264. Allison, Warden v. Diaz. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Harrington v. Rich­
ter, 562 U. S. 86 (2011). Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 123. 

No. 10–1405. Tyrues v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, 
and case remanded for further consideration in light of Henderson 
v. Shinseki, 562 U. S. 428 (2011). Reported below: 631 F. 3d 1380. 

No. 10–9437. Butler v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Re­
ported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 259; and 

No. 10–10334. Williams v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgments vacated, and cases re­
manded for further consideration in light of Pepper v. United 
States, 562 U. S. 476 (2011). 

No. 10–10233. Leonardo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Tapia v. United 
States, 564 U. S. 319 (2011). Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 866. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 10–10321. Simmons v. Lamarque, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, 
the Clerk is directed not to accept any further petitions in non­
criminal matters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required 
by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance 
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with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 412 
Fed. Appx. 958. 

No. 10–10325. Ellis v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported 
below: 127 Nev. 1132, 373 P. 3d 912. 

No. 10–10476. Muhammad v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–10493. Maisano v. Wohler et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–10546. Moore v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused this 
Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to accept any further 
petitions in noncriminal matters from petitioner unless the dock­
eting fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is submit­
ted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District of Co­
lumbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 10–10591. Cannon v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–10624. Davis v. Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 447. 

No. 10–10650. Ratcliff v. City of Livingston, Texas, 
et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 843. 

No. 10–10695. Semler v. Ludeman, Commissioner, Minne­
sota Department of Human Services, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
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nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 10–10738. McGee v. California et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–10917. Browder v. Parker, Warden, et al. C. A. 
6th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 10–10921. McKinnedy v. Reynolds, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 707. 

No. 10–10941. Williams v. Moore. C. A. 8th Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–10964. Rochester v. South Carolina et al. Sup. 
Ct. S. C. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, 
the Clerk is directed not to accept any further petitions in non­
criminal matters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required 
by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance 
with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 10–10979. Smith v. McCall, Warden, et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
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denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 20. 

No. 10–11047. McLean v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Re­
ported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 222. 

No. 10–11056. Taylor v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–11159. Johnson v. Charles et al. C. A. 6th Cir.; and 
No. 11–5146. Johnson v. Wellman. C. A. 6th Cir. Motions 

of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) 
(per curiam). 

No. 10–11170. Smith v. Bridgestone North America Tire 
Operations LLC et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dis­
missed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 420 Fed. 
Appx. 300. 

No. 10–11235. Hodge v. Board of County Commissioners 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 567. 

No. 10–11244. Cooper v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and cer­
tiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–11275. Hazel v. Wilson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As peti­
tioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is di­
rected not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters 
from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is 
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paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. 
See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). 

No. 10–11279. Gore v. United States District Court for 
the Southern District of Florida. C. A. 11th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5001. Leal Garcia, aka Leal v. Texas. Ct. Crim. 
App. Tex. Certiorari dismissed as moot. 

No. 11–5064. Jones v. Legal Aid of Nebraska et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
As petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) 
is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. 
See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 605. 

No. 11–5081. Leal Garcia v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari dismissed as moot. Re­
ported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 232. 

No. 11–5188. Hairston v. Scism, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Justice 
Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this motion 
and this petition. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 130. 

No. 11–5194. Yoder v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and cer­
tiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has 
repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to 
accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from petitioner 
unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and the 
petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per 
curiam). 

No. 11–5251. Green v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
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No. 11–5293. Hines v. Hollingworth, Warden (ten judg­
ments). C. A. 8th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5312. Clarke v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 529. 

No. 11–5563. Shahin v. Delaware et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5564. Shahin v. Delaware et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5565. Shahin v. Delaware et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5627. Brown v. Werlinger, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Justice 
Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this motion 
and this petition. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 164. 

No. 11–5688. Dowdy v. Cross, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5984. Bundrant v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As peti­
tioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is di­
rected not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters 
from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is 
paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. 
See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). 
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Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 10M112. Gomez v. California. Renewed motion for leave 
to file petition for writ of certiorari under seal with redacted copies 
for the public record granted. 

No. 11M1. Brown v. United States; 
No. 11M2. Bobo v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Secu­

rity Administration; 
No. 11M3. Palacios v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division; 

No. 11M6. Robles v. Driver, Warden; 
No. 11M7. Roque v. Elias; 
No. 11M8. Richards v. Centre Area Transportation 

Authority; 
No. 11M9. Black v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. (two 

judgments); 
No. 11M10. Johnson v. McCall, Warden, et al.; 
No. 11M11. Vallejo v. Adams, Warden; 
No. 11M12. Balthrope v. Sacramento County Depart­

ment of Health and Human Services et al.; 
No. 11M15. Thornton v. United States; 
No. 11M16. Adams v. Goldsmith; 
No. 11M17. Lynd v. McDonald’s Corp.; 
No. 11M18. Roberts v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­

partment of Corrections, et al.; 
No. 11M19. Russell v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division; 

No. 11M21. Uthman v. Obama, President of the United 
States, et al.; 

No. 11M24. Malone v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion; and 

No. 11M25. Charleston v. Parker, Warden. Motions to di­
rect the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of time 
denied. 

No. 11M4. Bey v. North Carolina et al. Motion for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis with the declaration of indigency 
under seal denied. 
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No. 11M5. City of Moundridge, Kansas, et al. v. Exxon 
Mobil Corp. et al. Motion for leave to file petition for writ of 
certiorari under seal with redacted copies for the public record 
granted. Justice Alito took no part in the consideration or deci­
sion of this motion. 

No. 11M13. Wigren v. United States. Motion for leave to 
file petition for writ of certiorari with supplemental appendix 
under seal granted. 

No. 11M14. Pascual v. United States; and 
No. 11M23. In re Grand Jury Proceedings. Motions for 

leave to file petitions for writs of certiorari under seal with re­
dacted copies for the public record granted. 

No. 11M20. Iverson v. Verizon Communications; and 
No. 11M22. Ong v. Pasdar. Motions to direct the Clerk to file 

petitions for writs of certiorari out of time under this Court’s Rule 
14.5 denied. 

No. 65, Orig. Texas v. New Mexico. Motion of the River 
Master for fees and reimbursement of expenses granted, and the 
River Master is awarded a total of $6,885.82 for the period July 1, 
2010, through June 30, 2011, to be paid equally by the parties. 
[For earlier order herein, see, e. g., 562 U. S. 820.] 

No. 08–1448. Brown, Governor of California, et al. v. En­
tertainment Merchants Assn. et al., 564 U. S. 786. Mo­
tion of respondents for attorney’s fees and expenses is referred to 
the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit for 
adjudication. 

No. 09–1454. Camreta v. Greene, Personally and as Next 
Friend of S. G., a Minor, et al.; and 

No. 09–1478. Alford, Deputy Sheriff, Deschutes County, 
Oregon v. Greene, Personally and as Next Friend of S. G., 
a Minor, et al., 563 U. S. 692. Motion of respondent to retax 
costs granted. 

No. 09–10755. Smith v. Florida, 564 U. S. 1052. Respondent 
is requested to file a response to the petition for rehearing within 
30 days. 

No. 10–1322. DIRECTV, Inc. v. Levin, Tax Commissioner of 
Ohio. Sup. Ct. Ohio; 
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No. 10–1333. Sandy Creek Energy Associates, L. P. v. Si­
erra Club, Inc., et al. C. A. 5th Cir.; 

No. 10–1377. Cook et al. v. Rockwell International Corp. 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir.; 

No. 10–1417. Fein, Such, Kahn & Shepard, P. C. v. Allen. 
C. A. 3d Cir.; and 

No. 10–1555. Paciąc Merchant Shipping Assn. v. Gold­
stene, Executive Officer, California Air Resources 
Board. C. A. 9th Cir. The Solicitor General is invited to file 
briefs in these cases expressing the views of the United States. 

No. 10–7387. Setser v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. [Cer­
tiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1004.] Motion of petitioner for leave to 
file volume II of the joint appendix under seal granted. 

No. 10–8527. Addison v. New Hampshire, 563 U. S. 991. 
Respondent is requested to file a response to the petition for 
rehearing within 30 days. 

No. 10–9603. Monacelli v. Florida Department of Chil­
dren and Families et al. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist.; and 

No. 10–9604. Monacelli v. Florida Department of Chil­
dren and Families. Sup. Ct. Fla. Motions of petitioner for re­
consideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
[563 U. S. 1005] denied. 

No. 10–9712. Frederick v. Graham. Sup. Ct. Wis. Motion 
of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [563 U. S. 984] denied. 

No. 10–9915. Van Stuyvesant v. Conway, Superintendent, 
Attica Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Motion of peti­
tioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [563 U. S. 1030] denied. 

No. 10–9937. Gillard v. Southern New England School 
of Law. C. A. 1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration 
of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [563 U. S. 
1030] denied. 

No. 10–9970. LaFountain v. Balcarcel. C. A. 6th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to pro­
ceed in forma pauperis [564 U. S. 1001] denied. 
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No. 10–10158. Williams v. Wright, Judge, United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas, 
et al. C. A. 8th Cir.; 

No. 10–10159. Williams v. Johnson et al. C. A. 8th Cir.; and 
No. 10–10160. Williams v. Crouch et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 

Motions of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [564 U. S. 1033] denied. 

No. 10–10217. Cunningham v. Kelley et ux. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 2d Dist.; 

No. 10–10310. Phillips v. City of Renton, Washington. 
Sup. Ct. Wash.; 

No. 10–10511. Washington v. Florida Department of 
Children and Families. C. A. 11th Cir.; 

No. 10–10536. Walker v. Honyaouma. C. A. 9th Cir.; 
No. 10–10607. Villegas et al. v. Berrios Castrodad et al. 

Sup. Ct. P. R.; 
No. 10–10629. Vaughan v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 

Security. C. A. 4th Cir.; 
No. 10–10651. Khan v. Bland et al. C. A. 7th Cir.; 
No. 10–10726. Green v. Mabus, Secretary of the Navy. 

C. A. 3d Cir.; 
No. 10–10866. Voinche v. Obama, President of the United 

States, et al. C. A. D. C. Cir.; 
No. 10–11038. Burns v. Commissioner of Revenue of Min­

nesota. Sup. Ct. Minn.; 
No. 10–11039. In re Burns et al.; 
No. 10–11180. Neal v. Ford Motor Co. C. A. 6th Cir.; 
No. 10–11262. Fowler v. Geithner, Secretary of the 

Treasury. C. A. 4th Cir.; 
No. 10–11281. Whitby v. Ofące of Personnel Manage­

ment.	 C. A. Fed. Cir.; 
No. 11–5041. White v. United States. C. A. Armed Forces; 
No. 11–5058. Mitchell v. Dallas Housing Authority. 

C. A. 5th Cir.; 
No. 11–5073. Kinane et al. v. United States. Ct. App. 

D. C.; 
No. 11–5149. Welenc v. Florida (two judgments). Dist. Ct. 

App. Fla., 2d Dist.; 
No. 11–5218. In re Grayton; 
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No. 11–5381. Wheeler-Christ v. Montgomery County, 
Maryland. C. A. 4th Cir.; 

No. 11–5384. Jacobson et al. v. Schwarzenegger et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir.; 

No. 11–5417. Bafford v. Midąrst Bank et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir.; 

No. 11–5433. Tran v. Newport News Holding Corp. C. A. 
4th Cir.; 

No. 11–5549. Phillips v. James et al. C. A. 3d Cir.; 
No. 11–5554. Ceslik v. Miller Ford, Inc. C. A. 2d Cir.; 
No. 11–5664. Ochoa v. Rubin. Super. Ct. Pa.; 
No. 11–5682. Reyes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir.; 
No. 11–5687. Ewing v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir.; 
No. 11–5886. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir.; and 
No. 11–5954. Latos v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 

C. A. 1st Cir. Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied. Petitioners are allowed until October 24, 2011, 
within which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and 
to submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of 
this Court. 

No. 10–10699. Ray v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [564 U. S. 1033] denied. 

No. 10–11168. In re Rudaj; and
 
No. 11–5102. Klein v. Talkin, Muccigrosso & Roberts,
 

L. L. P. C. A. 2d Cir. Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied. Petitioners are allowed until October 
24, 2011, within which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 
38(a) and to submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the 
Rules of this Court. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of these motions. 

No. 10–7304. In re Roane;
 
No. 10–10930. In re Williams;
 
No. 10–11163. In re Johnson;
 
No. 11–5019. In re Jackson;
 
No. 11–5061. In re Allah;
 
No. 11–5107. In re Myers;
 
No. 11–5130. In re Zierke;
 
No. 11–5200. In re Naidu;
 
No. 11–5227. In re Sweeney;
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No. 11–5354. 
No. 11–5555. 
No. 11–5624. 
No. 11–5657. 
No. 11–5756. 
No. 11–5781. 
No. 11–5838. 
No. 11–5894. 
No. 11–5917. 
No. 11–5951. 
No. 11–5978. 
No. 11–6007. 
No. 11–6138. 

corpus denied. 

No. 10–11104. 
corpus denied. 
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In re Simms;
 
In re Dunbar;
 
In re Blood;
 
In re Humphrey;
 
In re Joelson;
 
In re Sayadi-Takhtehkar;
 
In re Turner;
 
In re Washington;
 
In re Perez;
 
In re Abpikar;
 
In re Parker;
 
In re Montgomery; and
 
In re Poullard. Petitions for writs of habeas
 

In re Trenkler. Petition for writ of habeas 
Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 

or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5078. In re Moore. Motion of petitioner for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of habeas 
corpus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 10–1350. In re Zentmyer; 
No. 10–10279. In re May; 
No. 10–10902. In re Charley; 
No. 10–10963. In re Stimac; 
No. 10–11218. In re Hall; 
No. 11–3. In re Cowan et ux.; 
No. 11–77. In re Roth; 
No. 11–5014. In re Papa et ux.; 
No. 11–5015. In re Markovich; 
No. 11–5095. In re Brown; 
No. 11–5191. In re Robertson; 
No. 11–5398. In re Loggins; and 
No. 11–5488. In re Mercaldo. Petitions for writs of manda­

mus denied. 

No. 11–5313. In re Hettler; and 
No. 11–5349. In re Williams. Motions of petitioners for 

leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petitions for writs 
of mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
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No. 11–5674. In re Short. Petition for writ of mandamus de­
nied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. 

No. 10–1460. In re Dubin; 
No. 10–10383. In re Seymour; 
No. 11–5368. In re Thomas; and 
No. 11–5369. In re Thomas. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

and/or prohibition denied. 

No. 10–11271. In re Clark. Motion of petitioner for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of manda­
mus and/or prohibition dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–981. Navajo Nation v. Equal Employment Oppor­
tunity Commission et al.; 

No. 10–986. Peabody Western Coal Co. v. Equal Employ­
ment Opportunity Commission et al.; and 

No. 10–1080. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
v. Peabody Western Coal Co. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 610 F. 3d 1070. 

No. 10–1026. Motley, Warden v. Yenawine. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 997. 

No. 10–1047. Sala et ux. v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 613 F. 3d 1249. 

No. 10–1106. Owner-Operator Independent Drivers 
Assn., Inc., et al. v. Landstar System, Inc., et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 622 F. 3d 1307. 

No. 10–1113. Ospina Hernandez et al. v. Holder, Attor­
ney General. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 404 Fed. Appx. 387. 

No. 10–1132. Staples v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1137. Rock for Life-UMBC et al. v. Hrabowski 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 
Fed. Appx. 541. 
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No. 10–1163. Opp et al. v. Ofące of the State’s Attorney 
of Cook County, Illinois, et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 616. 

No. 10–1178. Myers v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 69. 

No. 10–1191. Sherman, a Minor, Through Sherman, Her 
Father and Next Friend, on Behalf of Herself and All 
Others Similarly Situated v. Koch, Illinois State Superin­
tendent of Education. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 623 F. 3d 501. 

No. 10–1204. AT&T, Inc. v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 505. 

No. 10–1207. Williams v. Maryland. Ct. App. Md. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 417 Md. 479, 10 A. 3d 1167. 

No. 10–1209. Rogan et al. v. Dexia Credit Local. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 612. 

No. 10–1210. Teclezghi v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 378 Fed. 
Appx. 615. 

No. 10–1217. Van Auken, Trustee v. Wirth et al.; and 
No. 10–1325. Van Auken, Beneąciary v. Wirth et al. Ct. 

App. N. M. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1220. Roth v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 827. 

No. 10–1224. Pest Committee et al. v. Miller, Secretary 
of State of Nevada. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 626 F. 3d 1097. 

No. 10–1230. Douglas, Director, California Department 
of Health Care Services, et al. v. California Hospital 
Assn. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 188 Cal. App. 4th 559, 115 Cal. Rptr. 3d 572. 

No. 10–1231. Diaz v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 84, 244 P. 3d 501. 

No. 10–1233. Smoot v. West Virginia Lawyer Disciplinary 
Board. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 228 W. Va. 1, 716 S. E. 2d 491. 
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No. 10–1238. Junk, as Parent and Next Friend of T. J., a 
Minor v. Terminix International Co.; and 

No. 10–1403. Breneman v. Junk, as Parent and Next 
Friend of T. J., a Minor. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 628 F. 3d 439. 

No. 10–1248. Telesaurus VPC, LLC v. Power et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 998. 

No. 10–1273. Arkansas v. Fowler. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010 Ark. 431, 371 S. W. 3d 677. 

No. 10–1283. Garman, Guardian and Next Friend of Gar-
man v. Campbell County School District No. 1 et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 977. 

No. 10–1289. Lamtec Corp. v. Department of Revenue of 
the State of Washington. Sup. Ct. Wash. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 170 Wash. 2d 838, 246 P. 3d 788. 

No. 10–1295. Ragbir v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 389 Fed. Appx. 80. 

No. 10–1298. Peirce et al. v. CSX Transportation, Inc. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 723. 

No. 10–1314. Freund et al. v. Societe Nationale des Che­
mins de Fer Francais. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 391 Fed. Appx. 939. 

No. 10–1316. Spencer et al. v. World Vision, Inc. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 723. 

No. 10–1318. Lingis et al. v. Dorazil et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 552. 

No. 10–1329. DeLuccio et al. v. Havill et al. Dist. Ct. 
App. Fla., 1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 43 So. 
3d 925. 

No. 10–1331. BDO Seidman, LLP, et al. v. Khan et al. 
App. Ct. Ill., 4th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 
Ill. App. 3d 892, 935 N. E. 2d 1174. 

No. 10–1332. RSL Communications PLC, by Jervis et al. 
as Joint Administrators v. Bildirici et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 337. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 817 

565 U. S. October 3, 2011 

No. 10–1334. Salado-Alva v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. 
Appx. 229. 

No. 10–1335. Ahan v. Modanlo. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 194 Md. App. 723 and 732. 

No. 10–1336. Carroll v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
402 Fed. Appx. 709. 

No. 10–1339. Lockwood et al. v. Sheppard, Mullin, Rich­
ter & Hampton, LLP, et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 508. 

No. 10–1340. KFC Corp. v. Iowa Department of Revenue. 
Sup. Ct. Iowa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 792 N. W. 
2d 308. 

No. 10–1341. UPMC v. West Penn Allegheny Health Sys­
tem, Inc.; and 

No. 10–1346. Highmark, Inc. v. West Penn Allegheny 
Health System, Inc. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 627 F. 3d 85. 

No. 10–1343. Szajer et ux. v. City of Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 632 F. 3d 607. 

No. 10–1344. Schmier v. Justices of the Supreme Court of 
California et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 408 Fed. Appx. 17. 

No. 10–1348. Parnell v. Bank of New York, Acting Solely 
in Its Capacity as Trustee for EQCC Trust 2001–2. Sup. Ct. 
La. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010–0435 (La. 11/ 
30/10), 56 So. 3d 160. 

No. 10–1349. Mitchell v. KDJM–FM, Jammin 92.5, et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. 
Appx. 267. 

No. 10–1351. Keyes et al. v. Bowen, Secretary of State 
of California, et al. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. Dist. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 189 Cal. App. 4th 647, 117 Cal. Rptr. 
3d 207. 
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No. 10–1353. Mosler v. City of Los Angeles, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 
Fed. Appx. 10. 

No. 10–1354. Collins v. Louisiana. Ct. App. La., 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2009–2012 (La. App. 1 Cir. 6/ 
28/10), 43 So. 3d 244. 

No. 10–1356. Tu My Tong v. Rucker. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1358. Johnson v. City of Kankakee, Illinois, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 397 Fed. 
Appx. 238. 

No. 10–1359. Moylan v. Territory of Guam et al. Sup. Ct. 
Guam. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 Guam 2. 

No. 10–1360. Mehovic, aka Mejovic, et al. v. Holder, At­
torney General. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 404 Fed. Appx. 546. 

No. 10–1361. Ray v. City of Chicago, Illinois, et al. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 660. 

No. 10–1363. Hill v. Fulton County, Georgia, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 396 Fed. Appx. 
643. 

No. 10–1365. Ioannides v. University of Texas M. D. An­
derson Cancer Center et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 269. 

No. 10–1366. Guerrero v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. 
Appx. 964. 

No. 10–1367. Zahl v. New Jersey Board of Medical Exam­
iners et al. Super. Ct. N. J., App. Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1368. Nejad v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 305 Ga. App. 883, 700 S. E. 2d 886. 

No. 10–1369. Smigelski v. Ofące of Disciplinary Counsel. 
App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 124 Conn. 
App. 81, 4 A. 3d 336. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 819 

565 U. S. October 3, 2011 

No. 10–1370. Wega v. Center For Disability Rights, Inc. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Fed. 
Appx. 782. 

No. 10–1373. Yecheskel et ux. v. Bank of America Corp. 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 
Fed. Appx. 738. 

No. 10–1374. Davis v. Kia Motors America, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. 
Appx. 731. 

No. 10–1375. Lee v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1378. Ellis et al. v. DHL Express Inc. (USA) et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 522. 

No. 10–1380. Rodriguez et al. v. BA Eola, LLC. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 418. 

No. 10–1382. Reardon v. Leason et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 551. 

No. 10–1385. Grosz et al. v. Museum of Modern Art. C. A. 
2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 575. 

No. 10–1388. Martin v. Fenner et ux. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–1390. Reed et vir v. Gutierrez et al. Ct. App. 
N. M. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1391. St. Elizabeth’s Child Care Center v. Penn­
sylvania Department of Public Welfare. Commw. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 989 A. 2d 52. 

No. 10–1394. Godley v. North Carolina Department of 
Health and Human Services et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 397 Fed. Appx. 857. 

No. 10–1395. United Airlines, Inc. v. Hughes. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 391. 

No. 10–1396. Darvishian v. McHugh, Secretary of the 
Army. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 
Fed. Appx. 822. 
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No. 10–1401. Tapere Virtucio v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 398 
Fed. Appx. 242. 

No. 10–1402. Jefferson County School Board of Commis­
sioners et al. v. Smith et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 641 F. 3d 197. 

No. 10–1408. Mork v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 84 So. 3d 1023. 

No. 10–1409. Sousa v. Roque et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 411. 

No. 10–1412. C. W. Mining Co. v. Aquila, Inc., et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1257. 

No. 10–1414. Simmons v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. 
W. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1415. Hartman v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–1416. Hartman v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–1418. Haley v. Leary. Ct. App. La., 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2009–1626 (La. App. 4 Cir. 8/4/10), 
69 So. 3d 430. 

No. 10–1421. Vernor v. Autodesk, Inc. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 621 F. 3d 1102. 

No. 10–1422. Troyer v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 599, 246 P. 3d 901. 

No. 10–1423. Noto v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 42 So. 3d 814. 

No. 10–1424. Delgado v. City of Riverside, California, 
et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 2. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1425. Eist v. Maryland State Board of Physicians. 
Ct. App. Md. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Md. 545, 
11 A. 3d 786. 
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No. 10–1427. Schumacher v. Clements, Executive Direc­
tor, Colorado Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 
290. 

No. 10–1428. Valadez-Munoz v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 623 
F. 3d 1304. 

No. 10–1430. Trull v. Smolka et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 651. 

No. 10–1431. Tien v. Wachovia Bank et al. (two judgments). 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 378 (first judgment) and 411 (second judgment). 

No. 10–1432. Okoro v. Olivas et al. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1433. United States Steel Corp. v. United States 
et al.; and 

No. 10–1439. Nucor Corp. v. United States et al. C. A. 
Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 621 F. 3d 1351. 

No. 10–1434. Rundus v. City of Dallas, Texas, et al.; and 
No. 10–1435. Rundus v. City of Dallas, Texas, et al. 

C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 309. 

No. 10–1436. Waltz v. United States et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 782. 

No. 10–1437. Lyon et ux. v. Aguilar et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 160. 

No. 10–1438. Yu Ning v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–1440. House of Raeford Farms, Inc. v. United 
States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1441. Fanor v. Alvarado et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 393 Fed. Appx. 921. 

No. 10–1442. Ablard v. City of Alexandria, Virginia. 
Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–1443. AmeriCredit Financial Services, Inc. v. Pen­
rod. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 611 
F. 3d 1158. 

No. 10–1446. Jasper v. Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 
Fed. Appx. 649. 

No. 10–1449. Simpson v. Estate of Norton et al. Sup. Ct. 
Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 1286. 

No. 10–1451. Broemer v. Central Intelligence Agency 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 384 
Fed. Appx. 647. 

No. 10–1452. Ryskamp v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1453. Planey v. Planey. Ct. App. Ohio, Mahoning 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-1295. 

No. 10–1454. Wicky v. Oxonian, Personal Representative 
of the Estate of Oxonian, et al. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 54 So. 3d 983. 

No. 10–1455. Taylor v. Taylor et al. Ct. Civ. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 84 So. 3d 171. 

No. 10–1457. Barnett v. Vicente et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 767. 

No. 10–1458. Quinones v. Neighborhood Youth & Family 
Services, Inc., et al. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 2d Jud. Dept. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 71 App. Div. 3d 1106, 896 
N. Y. S. 2d 908. 

No. 10–1459. Dudgeon v. Richards. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–1461. Muller v. New Mexico Livestock Board 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 
Fed. Appx. 194. 

No. 10–1462. Konop v. Hawaiian Airlines, Inc. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 401 Fed. Appx. 248. 
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No. 10–1463. Villanueva-Diaz v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 844. 

No. 10–1465. Fletcher v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1466. Ministerial Day Care Assn. v. Ohio Depart­
ment of Education. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga County. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5009. 

No. 10–1467. Personal Care Products, Inc., et al. v. Haw­
kins, Commissioner, Texas Health and Human Services 
Commission, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 635 F. 3d 155. 

No. 10–1468. Dallas County, Texas v. Duvall. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 203. 

No. 10–1469. Abell v. Wilson. Ct. App. D. C. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 997 A. 2d 37. 

No. 10–1470. McMenamin v. McMenamin. Ct. App. Ore. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 239 Ore. App. 362, 246 P. 3d 
520. 

No. 10–1471. White v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–1473. Blauvelt v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 281. 

No. 10–1475. Schlabach v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 398 Fed. Appx. 306. 

No. 10–1476. City of Santa Cruz, California, et al. v. 
Norse. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 
F. 3d 966. 

No. 10–1479. Crosby et al. v. City of Gastonia, North 
Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
635 F. 3d 634. 

No. 10–1480. Burleigh v. Monterey County, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 
Fed. Appx. 743. 
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No. 10–1481. Johnson v. Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, 
et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 
F. 3d 331. 

No. 10–1482. Owner-Operator Independent Drivers 
Assn., Inc., et al. v. Swift Transportation Co., Inc., et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 1111. 

No. 10–1483. Petroleo Brasileiro S. A.-Petrobras v. 
Transcor Astra Group, S. A. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 787. 

No. 10–1484. Pruitt v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 763. 

No. 10–1485. Smith v. Arguello et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 57. 

No. 10–1486. Issa v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 392 Fed. 
Appx. 500. 

No. 10–1487. Donley v. Reid. Ct. App. La., 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010–1217 (La. App. 1 Cir. 12/22/10). 

No. 10–1490. Holbrook v. Castle Key Insurance Co., fka 
AllState Floridian Insurance Co., et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 459. 

No. 10–1492. Martinez v. Celadon Trucking Services, Inc. 
Ct. App. Tex., 8th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 320 
S. W. 3d 377. 

No. 10–1493. Brown v. City of Upper Arlington, Ohio. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 668. 

No. 10–1494. Cesar v. City of Sheboygan, Wisconsin. Ct. 
App. Wis. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010 WI App 170, 
330 Wis. 2d 760, 796 N. W. 2d 429. 

No. 10–1495. Sammarco v. Ludeman et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 397 Fed. Appx. 260. 

No. 10–1496. Karls v. Bank of New York et al. Ct. App. 
Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–1497. Bledsoe et al. v. Emery Worldwide Air­
lines, Inc., et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 635 F. 3d 836. 

No. 10–1498. Morris v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 281 Va. 70, 705 S. E. 2d 503. 

No. 10–1501. Katyle et al. v. Penn National Gaming, Inc., 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 
F. 3d 462. 

No. 10–1502. APP Pharmaceuticals, LLC v. Navinta LLC. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 
1359. 

No. 10–1503. Rezner v. Bayerische Hypo-Und Vereins­
bank AG et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 630 F. 3d 866. 

No. 10–1504. White v. Hitachi, Ltd., et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 502. 

No. 10–1505. Orange County, California, et al. v. Khatib. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 898. 

No. 10–1506. Rector v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1507. Rea v. Federated Investors. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 937. 

No. 10–1508. Ansari v. NCS Pearson, Inc., dba Pearson 
VUE, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
407 Fed. Appx. 984. 

No. 10–1509. Jennings v. Social Security Administration. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 388 Fed. 
Appx. 988. 

No. 10–1511. Cleary v. Macomb County, Michigan, et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. 
Appx. 890. 

No. 10–1514. Campbell v. Supreme Court of New Jersey 
Advisory Committee on Judicial Conduct. Sup. Ct. N. J. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 205 N. J. 2, 10 A. 3d 1201. 
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No. 10–1515. Yi Dong Chen v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. 
Appx. 675. 

No. 10–1516. Haddad v. DeCristofaro et al. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1517. Flint v. Coach House, Inc., et al. Ct. App. 
Ky. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1520. Jablonski et al. v. City of Bloomington, Indi­
ana. Ct. App. Ind. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 932 
N. E. 2d 739. 

No. 10–1522. Shiplet v. Vilsack, Secretary of Agricul­
ture. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 383 
Fed. Appx. 667. 

No. 10–1523. SGE Management, LLC, et al. v. Torres 
et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 397 
Fed. Appx. 63. 

No. 10–1524. Gyamą v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 294. 

No. 10–1525. Hoover v. Walley et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 3. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1526. Fernandes et ux. v. Sparta Township Coun­
cil et al. Sup. Ct. N. J. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1527. Halvorson et ux. v. North Latah County 
Highway District et al. Sup. Ct. Idaho. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 151 Idaho 196, 254 P. 3d 497. 

No. 10–1529. Kelly v. West Virginia Board of Law Exam­
iners et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 418 Fed. Appx. 203. 

No. 10–1530. Harding v. Maryland. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 196 Md. App. 384, 9 A. 3d 547. 

No. 10–1531. Puerto Rico Telephone Co., Inc. v. Centen­
nial Puerto Rico License Corp. et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 17. 
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No. 10–1532. Hoge v. Colorado. Dist. Ct. Colo., Adams 
County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1533. Weste v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 507. 

No. 10–1534. McReynolds et al. v. Merrill Lynch, Pierce, 
Fenner & Smith Inc. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1537. Geo. V. Hamilton, Inc. v. Nationwide Mutual 
Fire Insurance Co. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 537. 

No. 10–1538. Kalos et al. v. Greenwich Insurance Co. 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 
Fed. Appx. 792. 

No. 10–1539. Jallali v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 455. 

No. 10–1541. Dennis R. et ux. v. Clark. Ct. App. Cal., 1st 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1547. Duff et ux. v. Lewis. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 640. 

No. 10–1549. Salem v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 809. 

No. 10–1550. Johnson v. Missouri. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–1552. Avila et al. v. Willits Environmental Reme­
diation Trust et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 633 F. 3d 828. 

No. 10–1554. Shang v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 
Fed. Appx. 734. 

No. 10–1556. Alvarado-Santos v. Puerto Rico Depart­
ment of Health. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 619 F. 3d 126. 

No. 10–8146. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–8196. Tomey et ux. v. Lambdin. Ct. Sp. App. Md. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 193 Md. App. 761 and 764. 

No. 10–8794. Antonellis v. Cumberland County Schools 
Board of Education et al. Ct. App. N. C. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 206 N. C. App. 329, 698 S. E. 2d 556. 

No. 10–8854. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 400 Fed. Appx. 781. 

No. 10–9019. Menke v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–9027. Woida v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 400 Fed. Appx. 128. 

No. 10–9035. Mitts v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 396 Fed. Appx. 296. 

No. 10–9070. Proctor v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2 A. 3d 1093. 

No. 10–9078. Davis v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 313 S. W. 3d 317. 

No. 10–9152. Moreno v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Fed. Appx. 436. 

No. 10–9204. Chavez et al. v. Medical Assurance Co., Inc., 
et al. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–9345. Trotman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 799. 

No. 10–9358. Carrillo v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 218. 

No. 10–9431. Hunt v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 837. 

No. 10–9465. Battles v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 54, 942 N. E. 2d 1026. 

No. 10–9489. Wells v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 15 N. Y. 3d 927, 941 N. E. 2d 739. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 829 

565 U. S. October 3, 2011 

No. 10–9509. Lang v. Gundy, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 969. 

No. 10–9511. Maldonado v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
625 F. 3d 229. 

No. 10–9512. Lee v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 1030. 

No. 10–9515. Nicklas v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 1175. 

No. 10–9531. Grayson v. Thomas, Interim Commissioner, 
Alabama Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–9541. Stephenson v. Wilson, Superintendent, 
Indiana State Prison. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 619 F. 3d 664. 

No. 10–9543. Brown v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 878. 

No. 10–9582. Haas v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 1214. 

No. 10–9600. Pillette v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 873. 

No. 10–9601. Parks v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 620 F. 3d 911. 

No. 10–9621. Hayes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 277. 

No. 10–9637. Stanton v. Stanton et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 190 Cal. 
App. 4th 547, 118 Cal. Rptr. 3d 249. 

No. 10–9650. Brewer v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 975. 

No. 10–9680. Marquez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 214. 
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No. 10–9681. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–9682. Martin v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 62 So. 3d 1050. 

No. 10–9760. Rodriguez-Castorena v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. 
Appx. 409. 

No. 10–9889. Floyd v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 50 So. 3d 1137. 

No. 10–9911. Landrum v. Mitchell, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 905. 

No. 10–9946. Moffett v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 49 So. 3d 1073. 

No. 10–9973. Washington v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 403. 

No. 10–9996. Wright v. Bell, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 619 F. 3d 586. 

No. 10–10003. Ray v. Roper, Superintendent, Potosi Cor­
rectional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10051. Albahri v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 51 So. 3d 467. 

No. 10–10060. Cardenas-Covarrubias v. United States. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. 
Appx. 769. 

No. 10–10062. Diaz v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 1314. 

No. 10–10063. Davis v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 329 S. W. 3d 798. 

No. 10–10090. Sanchez-Zarate, aka Sanchez-Garcia v. 
United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 399 Fed. Appx. 269. 
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No. 10–10114. Saranchak v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsyl­
vania Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 616 F. 3d 292. 

No. 10–10115. Simms v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 966. 

No. 10–10132. Marban-Calderon v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 210. 

No. 10–10141. Ellis v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 333. 

No. 10–10150. Mbakpuo v. Committee on Admissions, Dis­
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals. Ct. App. D. C. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10210. Williams v. Missouri. Ct. App. Mo., Western 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 328 S. W. 3d 366. 

No. 10–10215. Croom v. Fullen et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 711. 

No. 10–10216. Ceparano v. Southampton Justice Court, 
New York, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 404 Fed. Appx. 537. 

No. 10–10220. Winters v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 618 F. 3d 619. 

No. 10–10223. Moore v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
413 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 10–10230. Bordelon v. Terrell, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10231. Bertola v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10232. Williams v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10236. McDermott v. MacFadyen et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10244. Barragan-Diaz v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 862. 

No. 10–10246. Brown v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 713. 

No. 10–10249. Bedford v. Virginia et al. Sup. Ct. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10254. Simms v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1191, 1 N. E. 3d 
121. 

No. 10–10256. Sims v. Owens, Commissioner, Georgia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10258. Rivera-Arvelo v. Supreme Court of Puerto 
Rico et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10259. Jackson v. Fischer, Commissioner, New 
York Department of Correctional Services. Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
Albany County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10260. Waring v. North Carolina. Sup. Ct. N. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 364 N. C. 443, 701 S. E. 2d 
615. 

No. 10–10261. Wheaton v. McDaniel, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 965. 

No. 10–10266. Guyton v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 316. 

No. 10–10267. Jones v. Canizaro et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10269. Karpin v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10270. Karn v. Morrow et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 428. 

No. 10–10272. Picotte v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10281. Naji v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10285. Black v. Garvin. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10286. Brown v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10287. Hood v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 304 S. W. 3d 397. 

No. 10–10294. Perez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 50 So. 3d 33. 

No. 10–10295. Sims v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 666. 

No. 10–10297. Torres Roman v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 3d Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 40 So. 3d 876. 

No. 10–10304. Phillips v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 65 So. 3d 971. 

No. 10–10307. Jackson v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10309. McCreary v. Malone et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10315. Thorne v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 996 A. 2d 558. 

No. 10–10316. Melendez v. Mitchell et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 394 Fed. Appx. 739. 

No. 10–10322. Richardson v. Arapahoe County Justice 
Coordinating Committee et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10326. Miller v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10330. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 912. 

No. 10–10331. Nava v. Haws, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 23. 

No. 10–10333. Thomas v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 449, 247 P. 3d 886. 

No. 10–10337. Ary v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 510, 246 P. 3d 322. 

No. 10–10339. Toellner v. Martuscello, Superintendent, 
Coxsackie Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10341. Reado v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10342. Scott v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 341. 

No. 10–10344. Mercer v. Bryan, Commissioner of the Vir­
gin Islands Department of Labor, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10345. Seay v. Foy et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10350. Dressler v. Walker, Governor of Wiscon­
sin, et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
409 Fed. Appx. 947. 

No. 10–10354. Smith v. Appellate Court of Illinois, Third 
District. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10355. Gahano v. International Brotherhood of 
Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders, Blacksmiths, Forgers & 
Helpers, Local 104, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10356. Hampton v. Evans, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 993. 

No. 10–10357. Grevious v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10362. Houff v. Coursey, Superintendent, East­
ern Oregon Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 167. 

No. 10–10368. Batshever v. Jafar et al. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 2d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 73 App. 
Div. 3d 1108, 900 N. Y. S. 2d 887. 

No. 10–10370. Bertanelli v. Unknown Parties. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10371. Burks v. Masters et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10374. Bush v. Philadelphia Police Department 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10379. Rivera v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1191, 1 N. E. 
3d 121. 

No. 10–10380. Rouse v. Thompson, Commissioner, Ken­
tucky Department of Corrections. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10382. Rodriguez Renegifo et al. v. United States. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 
1203. 

No. 10–10387. Bell v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10392. Krieger v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 857. 

No. 10–10394. Williams v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10397. Effron v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 378. 

No. 10–10404. Jenkins v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10405. Libby v. Cortez Masto, Attorney General 
of Nevada, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10406. Powell v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10407. McCasland v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10410. Johnson v. Donahue, Warden. Ct. App. Ky. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10412. Shepard v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10414. Smith v. Michigan. Sup. Ct. Mich. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 488 Mich. 1040, 794 N. W. 2d 34. 

No. 10–10416. Partovi v. Galoski et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10417. Okoh v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10419. Burgess v. Martin et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 853. 

No. 10–10421. Barnes v. Board of Prison Terms/Hearings. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10422. Ayewoh v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 914. 

No. 10–10427. Daniels v. Hildreth. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 222. 

No. 10–10428. Vinh Hung Lam v. Citigroup, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10431. Murphy v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Ill. App. 3d 1116, 986 
N. E. 2d 806. 

No. 10–10432. Pryce v. Artus, Superintendent, Clinton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10433. Rucker v. San Bernardino County, Califor­
nia, et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 2. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 10–10436. Shaw v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 771. 

No. 10–10437. Sayed v. Proątt. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 946. 

No. 10–10448. Johnson v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 6 A. 3d 571. 

No. 10–10451. Wilson v. Jarriel, Warden. Sup. Ct. Ga. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10452. Wallace v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10453. Delahanty v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 226 Ariz. 502, 250 P. 3d 1131. 

No. 10–10455. Major v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10456. Mason v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 1036. 

No. 10–10457. Ford v. Louisiana. Sup. Ct. La. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2010–1151 (La. 2/4/11), 57 So. 3d 297. 

No. 10–10458. Binns v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10464. Cedeno v. Conway, Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10465. Chateloin v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 3d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 11. 

No. 10–10467. Delk v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10469. Davis v. Donat, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10470. Conley v. Circuit Court of Wisconsin, Mil­
waukee County. Ct. App. Wis. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10471. Cassidy v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 236. 

No. 10–10472. Dottin v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10473. Yi Ching Chou v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10474. Donahoe v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10475. Dvorak v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10478. Miller v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10480. Dunn v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 1291. 

No. 10–10482. Davis v. Cortez Masto, Attorney General 
of Nevada, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 418 Fed. Appx. 619. 

No. 10–10486. Pearson v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­
ferson City Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10488. Phillips v. Beck et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 52. 

No. 10–10491. Liebman v. Florida Department of Correc­
tions. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 
Fed. Appx. 261. 

No. 10–10492. Lemons v. McGrath, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10494. Jones v. Travelers et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10495. Brown v. Columbus Board of Education 
et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10501. Jolicoeur-Vasseur v. Association of Pro­
fessional Flight Attendants et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 66. 

No. 10–10504. Cole v. Roper, Superintendent, Potosi Cor­
rectional Center, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 623 F. 3d 1183. 

No. 10–10506. Vinning v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1171, 996 
N. E. 2d 774. 

No. 10–10507. Wilson v. Schwarzenegger et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10508. Wilson v. Schwarzenegger et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10509. Wilson v. Schwarzenegger et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10510. Wilson v. Schwarzenegger et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10516. Morgan v. Jackson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10517. Norwood v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10518. Durousseau v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 543. 

No. 10–10519. Esteban v. Palmer, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10521. Wyatt v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 254. 

No. 10–10528. Day v. Minnesota et al. Ct. App. Minn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10529. Kimbrel v. Caruso et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10531. Abdool v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 208. 

No. 10–10532. Bumstead v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 76 Mass. App. 1103, 918 N. E. 
2d 480. 

No. 10–10534. Anderson v. Wenerowicz, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Graterford, et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 574. 

No. 10–10537. Trevino v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 13th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10539. Williams v. Hood, Sheriff, Monroe County, 
Mississippi. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10541. McDonald, aka Trimble v. Thaler, Direc­
tor, Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional 
Institutions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10545. Derichsweiler v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 348 S. W. 3d 906. 

No. 10–10548. Blair v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 1286. 

No. 10–10549. Whitehead v. Rozum, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Somerset. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 998 A. 2d 994. 

No. 10–10553. Geter v. McCall, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 564. 

No. 10–10563. Ferguson v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. 
W. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10565. Perez Saldana v. Thaler, Director, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10566. Sheehan v. Ricci, Administrator, New Jer­
sey State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10569. Rowzie v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 10–10573. Dearing v. Chavez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 23. 

No. 10–10575. Cardona v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10580. Sacora et al. v. Thomas, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1059. 

No. 10–10581. Yancey v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 65 So. 3d 452. 

No. 10–10583. Thompson v. Missouri Department of Cor­
rections et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10586. Butler v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10604. Jin Rie v. Superior Court of California, 
San Bernardino County, et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., 
Div. 2. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10605. Williams v. Romana et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 900. 

No. 10–10606. Zolkoske v. Franke, Superintendent, Two 
Rivers Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10611. Mohrmann v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10616. Ruell v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Mass. 126, 943 N. E. 2d 
447. 

No. 10–10620. Castro v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 415. 

No. 10–10623. Daniels v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 59 So. 3d 107. 

No. 10–10625. Ellis v. Jacobs, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10626. Crawford v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1184, 1 N. E. 
3d 118. 

No. 10–10627. Eason v. King, Superintendent, South Mis­
sissippi Correctional Facility. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10631. Williams v. Teodosio et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10632. McLachlan v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 392 Fed. Appx. 493. 

No. 10–10633. Rudolph v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10636. Cearlock v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1211, 1 N. E. 
3d 130. 

No. 10–10638. Cummings v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10640. Leroy M. v. City of New York, New York. 
Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 
243, 944 N. E. 2d 1123. 

No. 10–10641. Zabriskie v. Hess, Inc., et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10644. McLaurine v. United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Alabama. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10646. Richardson v. Palm Club Assn. et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10647. Reed v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10648. Salerno v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10649. Quinata v. Territory of Guam. Sup. Ct. 
Guam. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010 Guam 17. 
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No. 10–10655. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10656. Lagas v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
3d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 76 App. Div. 
3d 384, 906 N. Y. S. 2d 151. 

No. 10–10659. Draganov v. Washington. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10662. Platts v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10666. Brown v. Massengill et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 254. 

No. 10–10668. Becker v. Martel, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 993. 

No. 10–10670. Rudin v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 126 Nev. 760, 367 P. 3d 824. 

No. 10–10672. Nix v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
4th Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 App. Div. 
3d 1698, 912 N. Y. S. 2d 832. 

No. 10–10673. Womack-Grey v. Rogers, Warden. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10674. Wood v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10677. Dowtin v. Palmer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10678. San Martin v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 1257. 

No. 10–10679. Mejia v. Curry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10681. Sauchelli v. United States Postal Service 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 
Fed. Appx. 610. 
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No. 10–10682. Newsome v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10683. Perkins v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10684. Torres v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10686. Towery v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 641 F. 3d 300. 

No. 10–10688. Lamkin v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10689. Sescil v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 758. 

No. 10–10690. Menchaca v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10691. Ponce v. Rios, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10692. Brown v. Lopez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10693. Armstrong v. Benito. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10694. Buzzard v. Wengler, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Fed. Appx. 373. 

No. 10–10696. Span v. Barders et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10697. Smitherman v. Boyd, Warden, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10700. Shaw v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 711. 
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No. 10–10701. Carter v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 242. 

No. 10–10702. Dodds v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10703. Espinoza, aka Manzo v. United States. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 392 Fed. 
Appx. 666 and 421 Fed. Appx. 817. 

No. 10–10704. Davis v. Steele, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10705. Daye v. Rubenstein, Commissioner, West 
Virginia Division of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 317. 

No. 10–10706. Kish v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 398. 

No. 10–10707. Jefferson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 464 Fed. Appx. 191. 

No. 10–10709. Washington v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10710. Wallace v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 15 A. 3d 536. 

No. 10–10711. Stevenson v. Palmer, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 74. 

No. 10–10712. McPherron v. United States District 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10713. Sanchez v. Aldrich et al. Ct. App. Colo. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10714. Reynolds v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 252 P. 3d 1128. 

No. 10–10715. Shields v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1171, 996 
N. E. 2d 773. 
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No. 10–10716. McBride v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 909. 

No. 10–10717. LaVirgne v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 774. 

No. 10–10718. Carter v. Sherry, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10719. Downs v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10720. Dixon v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Ill. App. 3d 1101, 993 N. E. 
2d 147. 

No. 10–10722. Hodges v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 515. 

No. 10–10723. Hood v. Jackson, Superintendent, Brown 
Creek Correctional Institution. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 520. 

No. 10–10724. Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 706. 

No. 10–10725. Hunt v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10728. Hardy v. Jones, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10729. Irons v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jeffer­
son City Correctional Center. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10730. Franklin v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 305 Ga. App. 354, 699 S. E. 2d 575. 

No. 10–10732. Ennis v. Neven, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 794. 

No. 10–10733. Dopp v. Oklahoma. Sup. Ct. Okla. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10734. Cobb v. Mendoza-Powers, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10735. Cardona v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10736. Miknevich v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 178. 

No. 10–10737. Moraga v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 784. 

No. 10–10740. Peterka v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 56 So. 3d 767. 

No. 10–10741. Eaton v. North Dakota. Sup. Ct. N. D. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 793 N. W. 2d 790. 

No. 10–10742. Daugherty v. Manone et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10743. Carr v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10744. Ceron-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 668. 

No. 10–10745. Grifąth v. Bird et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 713. 

No. 10–10748. Cruz Barraza, aka Barraza, aka Cruz-
Barraza, aka Garcia, aka Geovavay Barraza v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 
Fed. Appx. 663. 

No. 10–10749. Greene v. Washington. Ct. App. Wash. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 157 Wash. App. 1053. 

No. 10–10750. Howell v. Brown, Superintendent, Wabash 
Valley Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10751. Givens v. Randolph et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 565. 

No. 10–10752. Hawkins v. California et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10753. Hurst v. Hantke et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 409. 

No. 10–10754. Howard v. Byars, Director, South Carolina 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 395 Fed. Appx. 942. 

No. 10–10755. Forney v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 46 So. 3d 60. 

No. 10–10756. Fields v. Gundy, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10757. HeĆey v. Delaware. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 677. 

No. 10–10758. Hamilton v. Wilkinson, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10760. Gallaher v. Southern Tube Form, LLC, 
et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10761. Fisher v. Holinka, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10762. Gibbons v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10763. Harper v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10765. Oriakhi v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 394 Fed. Appx. 976. 

No. 10–10767. Jeffers v. Minnesota. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10768. Stegeman v. Superior Court of Georgia, 
Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10770. Carroll v. Dodge. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 10–10774. Watson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 929. 

No. 10–10775. Bowens v. Department of Justice et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. 
Appx. 340. 

No. 10–10776. Downing v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 220. 

No. 10–10778. Ellerby et al. v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 696. 

No. 10–10779. Tilcock v. Smith, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10780. Wallin v. Dycus et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 381 Fed. Appx. 819. 

No. 10–10781. Winąeld v. Roper, Superintendent, Potosi 
Correctional Center. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10783. Wright v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 770. 

No. 10–10785. Stevens v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10786. Shere v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 57 So. 3d 847. 

No. 10–10787. Garcia Orellana v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 209. 

No. 10–10788. Powell v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 926. 

No. 10–10789. Potter v. Ohio. Sup. Ct. Ohio. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 128 Ohio St. 3d 234, 2010-Ohio-228, 943 
N. E. 2d 534. 

No. 10–10790. Drapel v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 630. 

No. 10–10791. Jackson v. Gonzalez et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 244. 
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No. 10–10792. Lassalle-Velazquez v. United States. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10793. Oliver et ux. v. Bankąrst Financial Serv­
ices. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10794. Taylor v. Hoke, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 704. 

No. 10–10795. Trujillo v. Medina, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 
280. 

No. 10–10796. Williams v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 938. 

No. 10–10797. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 186. 

No. 10–10798. Oropeza v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10799. Mora v. Lattimore, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 975. 

No. 10–10801. Bivona v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 807. 

No. 10–10802. Bravatti v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 182. 

No. 10–10803. Battle v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 44. 

No. 10–10804. Critchley v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10805. Ascencio-Toribio v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 396 
Fed. Appx. 875. 

No. 10–10807. Williams v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 405. 

No. 10–10808. Veteto v. Allen et al. Sup. Ct. Ala. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 106 So. 3d 925. 
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No. 10–10809. Pagan v. Roden, Superintendent, Massa­
chusetts Correctional Institution at Norfolk. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10810. Morales-Rodriguez v. United States. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

C. A. 

No. 10–10811. Meza v. Yates, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10812. Pridgen v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 11 A. 3d 1026. 

No. 10–10815. Logan v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 1271. 

No. 10–10816. Johnson v. Vail, Secretary, Washington 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10817. Mahoney v. Hammond et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10818. Kostraba v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. 
Appx. 151. 

No. 10–10819. Hutson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 662. 

No. 10–10820. Garner v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 584. 

No. 10–10821. Flores v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 463. 

No. 10–10823. Hirpassa, Individually and as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of Genet and for the Use 
of R. B. et al., Minors v. Prince George’s County, Mary­
land, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
406 Fed. Appx. 739. 

No. 10–10826. Gutierrez v. California. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 952. 

No. 10–10827. Garza v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 26. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



852 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 3, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 10–10828. Hexon v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 775. 

No. 10–10829. Frost v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10830. Pino Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 157. 

No. 10–10831. Herman v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 822. 

No. 10–10832. Gibbs v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 10–10834. Brown v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10835. Alvarez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10836. Bell v. Gainer et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10837. Brooks v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 476. 

No. 10–10840. Reed v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 712. 

No. 10–10841. Walker v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 947. 

No. 10–10844. Gribovszki v. Stanford University. Ct. 
App. Cal., 6th App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10845. Henslee v. Simmons et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 275. 

No. 10–10846. Hightower v. Coleman et al. App. Ct. Ill., 
5th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 401 Ill. App. 3d 
1158, 989 N. E. 2d 1224. 

No. 10–10847. Gray v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 667. 
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No. 10–10848. Halstied v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10849. Gold v. Schuette. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10850. Fierro v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10851. Guy v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10852. Hymes v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10853. Solliday v. Spence. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 206. 

No. 10–10854. Sims v. Nebraska. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 281 Neb. xix. 

No. 10–10855. Sanchez v. Herndon, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10856. Reddix v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10857. Ucak v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10858. Brandow v. Baldwin, Director, Iowa De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10859. Allred v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 1267. 

No. 10–10860. Barba de Garza v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 560. 

No. 10–10861. Davis v. Kelly, Superintendent, Mississippi 
State Penitentiary. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10862. DeBerry v. Ryan, Director, Arizona De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 804. 
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No. 10–10863. Burns v. Brown, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10864. Sealed Defendant v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 372. 

No. 10–10865. Woodmansee v. Steele, Warden. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10867. Yates v. Baldwin et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 669. 

No. 10–10868. Richards v. Hinkle, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 671. 

No. 10–10869. Rivers v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10870. Portillo-Quezada, aka Quezada v. United 
States. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
415 Fed. Appx. 86. 

No. 10–10871. Nelson v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 198, 248 P. 3d 301. 

No. 10–10872. Murphy v. Maine (two judgments). Sup. Jud. 
Ct. Me. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010 ME 140, 10 A. 
3d 697 (second judgment). 

No. 10–10873. Simpson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10874. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 429. 

No. 10–10876. Thompson v. Dittman, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10877. Zahir v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 585. 

No. 10–10878. Cortes v. United States; and 
No. 10–10939. Brown v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 189. 

No. 10–10879. McCarthy v. Ette et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10880. Bayard v. Hufford, Warden. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10882. Bernall v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 865. 

No. 10–10883. Barnett v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 17. 

No. 10–10884. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 176. 

No. 10–10885. Luong et al. v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 1306. 

No. 10–10886. Koehler v. State Bar of California. Sup. 
Ct. Cal. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10887. Larkin v. Yates, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 708. 

No. 10–10888. Johnson v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10889. Kim v. Donahoe, Postmaster General, et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. 
Appx. 297. 

No. 10–10890. Cook v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 228 W. Va. 563, 723 S. E. 2d 
388. 

No. 10–10891. Rollins v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10893. Spangle v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 488. 

No. 10–10894. Jeffery v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 669. 

No. 10–10895. Collado v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10896. Maxwell v. White, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 939. 
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No. 10–10897. Key v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 401 Fed. Appx. 792. 

No. 10–10898. Matkin v. Henry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10901. Cuong Phan v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10903. Zied v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Se­
curity, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 418 Fed. Appx. 109. 

No. 10–10904. Williams v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1229. 

No. 10–10905. Westberry v. McCall, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 306. 

No. 10–10906. Warren v. Finnan. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10908. Ornelas v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10909. Valdez v. United States District Court for 
the Western District of Texas. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10910. Williams v. Romanowski, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10911. Tillage v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 722. 

No. 10–10912. Blake v. Maley. Ct. App. La., 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 46,036 (La. App. 2 Cir. 1/26/11), 57 
So. 3d 1122. 

No. 10–10913. Bell v. Myers, Widders, Gibson, Jones & 
Schneider, LLP. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10914. Bertanelli v. Ryan, Director, Arizona De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 10–10915. Bauberger v. Haynes, Superintendent, 
Warren Correctional Institution. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 100. 

No. 10–10916. Avery v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 937. 

No. 10–10918. Butler v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections, et al. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10919. Rose v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 634 F. 3d 1224. 

No. 10–10920. Wallace v. United States District Court 
for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 615. 

No. 10–10924. Jenkins v. LaValley, Superintendent, 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 298. 

No. 10–10925. Langhorne v. Diggs, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 513. 

No. 10–10926. Estrada-Landero v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 
121. 

No. 10–10927. Jenkins v. South Carolina Department of 
Corrections et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 473. 

No. 10–10928. Tolbert v. Gaetz, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10929. Vuong v. Dexter, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10931. Curtis v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 704. 

No. 10–10932. Johnson v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10933. Marston v. Livingston, Executive Direc­
tor, Texas Department of Criminal Justice, et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 376. 

No. 10–10935. Lay v. Clinton et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10937. Blanco Marte v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 
Fed. Appx. 216. 

No. 10–10938. Santos Arroyo v. Thaler, Director, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10940. Thurston v. Merck & Co., Inc. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 585. 

No. 10–10942. Torres-Alicea v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 5th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 24. 

No. 10–10943. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10945. Hanson v. Thomas, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Chester, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 50. 

No. 10–10946. Herrera-Genao v. United States. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 288. 

No. 10–10947. Fuentes-Majano v. United States. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 900. 

No. 10–10948. Frazier v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 782. 

No. 10–10949. C. F. v. Superior Court of California, Riv­
erside County, et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 2. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10950. Henry v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10951. Gooch v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 700. 
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No. 10–10952. Howard v. Primrose Transportation Man­
agement et al. Ct. App. Ind. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10953. Heishman v. Martel, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 621 F. 3d 1030. 

No. 10–10955. Stewart v. Trease. Ct. App. Utah. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10957. Sherrod v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 452. 

No. 10–10958. Summers v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 10–10959. Sparks v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10960. Rosebrough v. Butler. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10961. Shabazz v. Williams, Warden. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10962. Sutherland v. Astrue, Commissioner of 
Social Security. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 407 Fed. Appx. 699. 

No. 10–10965. Monroe v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10966. Cardenas v. San Antonio Police Depart­
ment et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
417 Fed. Appx. 401. 

No. 10–10967. Thomas v. Louisiana. Ct. App. La., 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010–269 (La. App. 3 Cir. 
10/6/10), 48 So. 3d 1210. 

No. 10–10968. Gollehon v. Mahoney, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 1019. 

No. 10–10969. Huber v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 826. 

No. 10–10970. Sanders v. Vare, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10971. Summers v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 398. 

No. 10–10972. Smith v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 619. 

No. 10–10973. Ayala-Esquer v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 723. 

No. 10–10974. Brown v. Cortez Masto, Attorney General 
of Nevada, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10975. Brown v. City of Detroit, Michigan, et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10976. Holmes v. Washington. Ct. App. Wash. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10977. Ransom v. Holman et al. Sup. Ct. Ga. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10978. Medrano v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10980. Miller v. Ricci, Administrator, New Jersey 
State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10981. Wilson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 938. 

No. 10–10983. Burt v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10985. Williams v. Knowlin, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 284. 

No. 10–10986. Duckett v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–10988. Schmitz v. Minnesota. Ct. App. Minn. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10989. Carmichael v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 73 App. 
Div. 3d 622, 901 N. Y. S. 2d 48. 
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No. 10–10990. Rogers v. Lawler, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10991. Reece v. Walden Affordable, LLC, et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 388 Fed. 
Appx. 464. 

No. 10–10992. Ruff v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10993. Salahuddin, aka Saladin v. Thaler, Direc­
tor, Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional 
Institutions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10995. Tekle v. United States (two judgments). 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10996. Zackary v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 850. 

No. 10–10997. Upia-Frias v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 78. 

No. 10–10998. Yanez-Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 322. 

No. 10–10999. Brayboy v. Robeson County Board of Edu­
cation. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 401 
Fed. Appx. 802. 

No. 10–11000. Battle v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Morgan County. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-4327. 

No. 10–11001. Aglipay v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 689. 

No. 10–11002. Adams v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 407. 

No. 10–11003. Brown v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 489. 

No. 10–11005. Brown v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Ill. App. 3d 1112, 986 
N. E. 2d 804. 
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No. 10–11006. Blow v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 555. 

No. 10–11007. O’Garro v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11008. Nakagawa v. North Range Behavioral 
Health. Ct. App. Colo. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11009. Murphy v. Grenier et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 972. 

No. 10–11010. Martinez-Ruiz v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 412. 

No. 10–11011. Lawrence v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 1281. 

No. 10–11012. Marmolejos v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11013. Makdessi v. Watson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 483. 

No. 10–11015. Martinez v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11016. Cummings v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 784, 944 N. E. 2d 1139. 

No. 10–11017. Dillbeck v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11018. Enyart v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Franklin 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5623. 

No. 10–11019. Jones v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11020. Upson v. Wallace. Ct. App. D. C. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 3 A. 3d 1148. 

No. 10–11021. Murillo-Betancourt v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 685. 
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No. 10–11022. Ortega v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11023. Salinas-Soto v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 464. 

No. 10–11024. Rose v. Evans, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 1. 

No. 10–11025. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 334. 

No. 10–11026. Young v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 233. 

No. 10–11027. Tanner v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 890. 

No. 10–11028. Weatherall v. Sloan, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 
846. 

No. 10–11029. Seraąn-Rodriguez, aka Seraąn v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 
Fed. Appx. 410. 

No. 10–11030. Thomas v. Zakhoria et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 538. 

No. 10–11032. McDowell v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11033. Mitchell v. Lempke, Superintendent, Five 
Points Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11034. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 380 Fed. Appx. 899. 

No. 10–11037. Cervantes-Guerra v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 789. 

No. 10–11040. Oneal v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 443. 

No. 10–11041. Paige v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 871. 
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No. 10–11042. McNeal v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 647, 955 N. E. 
2d 32. 

No. 10–11044. Lathrop v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 931. 

No. 10–11045. Koepnick v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 138. 

No. 10–11046. McSwain v. Indiana. Sup. Ct. Ind. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 950 N. E. 2d 1203. 

No. 10–11048. Walker v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 359. 

No. 10–11049. Weeden v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 889. 

No. 10–11050. Tellez-Araujo v. United States. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 32. 

No. 10–11051. Wilkins v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 490. 

No. 10–11052. Tyner v. Maryland. Cir. Ct. Baltimore 
County, Md. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11053. Pena-Manzanarez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 687. 

No. 10–11057. Jarvis v. Maryland. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 197 Md. App. 756. 

No. 10–11058. Toure v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 345. 

No. 10–11059. Woltz v. United States District Court for 
the Western District of North Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 271. 

No. 10–11060. Jones v. Harrison, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11061. Sulecki v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 57 So. 3d 864. 
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No. 10–11062. Richardson v. Padula, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 632. 

No. 10–11063. Pinson v. Chipi et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11065. Williams v. Clay Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 61 So. 
3d 1114. 

No. 10–11066. Dunson v. Lopez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 692. 

No. 10–11067. Avila-Aguilar v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 742. 

No. 10–11068. Burch v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11069. Burnette v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 795. 

No. 10–11070. Buissereth v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 114. 

No. 10–11071. O’Neal v. Province, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 921. 

No. 10–11072. Bastedo v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 49 So. 3d 752. 

No. 10–11074. Short v. Mazurkiewicz, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Greensburg, et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11075. Stevenson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 684. 

No. 10–11076. Oliver C. v. Prince George’s County De­
partment of Social Services. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11077. Avila-Torres, aka Avila v. Holder, Attor­
ney General. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11079. Shaw v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 624. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



866 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 3, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 10–11080. Garay v. Department of Management Serv­
ices, Division of Retirement. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 46 So. 3d 1227. 

No. 10–11081. Hoagland v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11082. Newsome v. Uy et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11083. Johnston v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 336 S. W. 3d 649. 

No. 10–11084. Leonard v. Federal Bureau of Investiga­
tion et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
405 Fed. Appx. 386. 

No. 10–11085. Lua-Bermejo v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 669. 

No. 10–11086. Henry v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 151. 

No. 10–11087. Camarillo v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 566. 

No. 10–11088. Ciriza-Saenz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 459. 

No. 10–11090. Nardelli v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 570. 

No. 10–11091. Vinton v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 476. 

No. 10–11092. Howard v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 15, 243 P. 3d 972. 

No. 10–11093. Sherman v. Washington Department of 
Corrections et al. Super. Ct. Wash., Clallum County. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11095. Martinez-Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 777. 

No. 10–11096. Julian v. Louisiana. Sup. Ct. La. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2010–0178 (La. 1/7/11), 52 So. 3d 882. 
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No. 10–11098. McCreary v. Skolnik et al. Sup. Ct. Nev. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1158, 373 P. 3d 941. 

No. 10–11099. Sayasane v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 482. 

No. 10–11100. Rivera-Jurado v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 323. 

No. 10–11103. Thornburgh v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1197. 

No. 10–11105. Vasquez Ruiz v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 588. 

No. 10–11106. Wiggins v. Jackson, Administrator, Nash 
Correctional Institution. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 635 F. 3d 116. 

No. 10–11107. Moore v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 386, 247 P. 3d 515. 

No. 10–11108. Sanders v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 189 Cal. App. 4th 543, 
117 Cal. Rptr. 3d 140. 

No. 10–11109. Smith v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 911. 

No. 10–11110. Soto-Guevara v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 592. 

No. 10–11111. Herrera v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 58. 

No. 10–11112. Quinones-Figueroa v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 
893. 

No. 10–11114. Goodwin v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11115. Gutierrez-Jacquez v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 407. 

No. 10–11116. Hope v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 695. 
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No. 10–11117. Inda-Lares v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 691. 

No. 10–11118. Hageon v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 295. 

No. 10–11119. Isom v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 904. 

No. 10–11120. Graham v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 158. 

No. 10–11121. Dodson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 357. 

No. 10–11122. Diaz-Delgado v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 639. 

No. 10–11123. Carter v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 288. 

No. 10–11124. Pieper v. Houston, Director, Nebraska 
Department of Correctional Services. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11125. Brown v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11126. Smith v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 241. 

No. 10–11127. Gunter v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Mass. 480, 945 
N. E. 2d 386. 

No. 10–11128. Hall v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11129. Gruber v. Palmer, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 591. 

No. 10–11130. Fox v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 1128. 

No. 10–11131. Foster v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 304. 
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No. 10–11132. James v. McCall, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 523. 

No. 10–11133. Crockett v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 10–11134. Millen v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11135. Miranda-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 
895. 

No. 10–11136. Perales-Carrizales, aka Mata-Gonzalez v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 418 Fed. Appx. 355. 

No. 10–11138. Lopez v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 717. 

No. 10–11139. Lynn v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1127. 

No. 10–11140. Johnson v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11141. James v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 191 Cal. App. 4th 478, 
119 Cal. Rptr. 3d 362. 

No. 10–11142. Kavel v. Marshall, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 687. 

No. 10–11144. Carpenter v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11146. Cantly v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 369. 

No. 10–11147. Campbell v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11148. McMahan v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11149. Wallace v. Lawler, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–11150. Tuvalu v. Huerta-Garcia, Acting Warden. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 768. 

No. 10–11151. Winkler v. Clements, Executive Director, 
Colorado Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 889. 

No. 10–11152. Timmons v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11154. Bush v. Pliler, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 996. 

No. 10–11156. Nelson v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11157. McDowell v. Walsh, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 149. 

No. 10–11158. Jordan v. Brunsman, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11160. Mixon v. Corrigan et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11161. Whitąeld v. Fresno County, California. 
Ct. App. Cal., 5th App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11162. Marron v. Adams, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11164. Sireci v. Bondi, Attorney General of Flor­
ida, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
406 Fed. Appx. 348. 

No. 10–11165. Beverly v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 51 So. 3d 472. 

No. 10–11166. Achha v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 331 Wis. 2d 729, 795 N. W. 2d 492. 

No. 10–11167. Nacacio Amu, aka Amu v. United States. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 770. 
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No. 10–11169. Rolle v. Scism, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 567. 

No. 10–11171. Zamudio-Orosco v. United States. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 83. 

No. 10–11173. Ault v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 175. 

No. 10–11174. Asbury v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 651. 

No. 10–11175. Altidor v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11176. Aguilar v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11177. Allen v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Ill. App. 3d 1218, 990 
N. E. 2d 929. 

No. 10–11178. Baker v. LaValley, Superintendent, Great 
Meadow Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11181. Hubbard v. Steele, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11182. Green v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 92, 380 S. W. 3d 368. 

No. 10–11183. Carlson v. American Express et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 976. 

No. 10–11184. Sarabia v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11185. Raihala v. Michigan. Cir. Ct. Cass County, 
Mich. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11186. Mickens v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 10–11187. Piphus v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 10–11188. Mosley v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11189. Moss v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11190. Frazier v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 266. 

No. 10–11191. Hamilton v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 216. 

No. 10–11192. Dugmore v. Lattimore, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 989. 

No. 10–11197. Simmons v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 414. 

No. 10–11198. Felder v. Sevier, Superintendent, Miami 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11199. Henry v. Jacobs, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11200. Harvin v. Healthcare Funding Solutions 
et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 
Fed. Appx. 180. 

No. 10–11201. Gricco v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11203. Graham v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11204. Gates v. Walsh, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11205. Flores, aka Lopez v. Lee, Superintendent, 
Green Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11206. Holley v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–11208. Muhlenbruch v. United States. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 987. 

No. 10–11213. Martinez-Mendoza v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 394. 

No. 10–11214. Grifąn v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 6 A. 3d 568. 

No. 10–11215. Grimes v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 92 So. 3d 817. 

No. 10–11216. Green v. Rudek. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 398 Fed. Appx. 328. 

No. 10–11219. Snapp v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 706. 

No. 10–11220. Rojas-Vivar v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 665. 

No. 10–11221. Wyatt v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
405 Fed. Appx. 846. 

No. 10–11222. Baze v. Parker. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 338. 

No. 10–11223. Windsor v. Kentucky. Sup. Ct. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 413 S. W. 3d 568. 

No. 10–11226. Winn v. Phelps, Warden, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11227. Cummins v. City of Yuma, Arizona, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. 
Appx. 72. 

No. 10–11228. Rosario Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 504. 

No. 10–11229. Perkins v. McKee, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 822. 

No. 10–11230. Hernandez v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 3d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 11. 
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No. 10–11231. Lorinda J. H. v. Winnebago County Depart­
ment of Health and Human Services. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11232. Glaviano v. Denney, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11233. Holmes v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11234. Gentis v. Miller-Stout, Superintendent, 
Airway Heights Corrections Center. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–11236. Fogle v. Slack et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 860. 

No. 10–11237. Gipson v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11238. Hearn v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 268. 

No. 10–11239. Forde v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 740. 

No. 10–11240. Arias-Ceja v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 569. 

No. 10–11241. Chestnut v. South Carolina Department of 
Corrections et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 304. 

No. 10–11242. Daniel v. Long Island Housing Partner­
ship, Inc., et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11243. Clark v. Richmond Department of Social 
Services. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11245. Cotton v. Bryans Land Co., LLC. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11246. Clemons v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 646. 
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No. 10–11247. Douglas v. Mills, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11248. Crozier v. Endel et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11249. Davis v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 6. 

No. 10–11250. Elkady v. Conway, Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11251. Curtiss v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 663. 

No. 10–11252. Espino-Rangel v. Hollingsworth, Warden. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11253. Cooper v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 409. 

No. 10–11254. Colwell v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 787. 

No. 10–11255. Easley v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11256. Cooper v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–11257. Detres v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 4 A. 3d 188. 

No. 10–11258. Clark v. Bondi, Attorney General of 
Florida, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11259. Davis v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11260. Calhoun v. Pennsylvania Board of Proba­
tion and Parole et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11261. Helm v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 767. 

No. 10–11263. Hazelwood v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 617. 
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No. 10–11264. Huffman v. Florida et al. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 4th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 43 So. 3d 890. 

No. 10–11265. Fourstar v. Murlak et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11266. Howard v. Michigan. Sup. Ct. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 488 Mich. 853, 787 N. W. 2d 502. 

No. 10–11267. Gary v. Jones, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11268. Gonzalez v. Walsh, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11269. Hickman-Bey v. Texas Department of Crimi­
nal Justice et al. Ct. App. Tex., 1st Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11270. Haywood v. Booker, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11272. Paul C. v. Nebraska. Ct. App. Neb. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 18 Neb. App. xxxvii. 

No. 10–11273. Boyd v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 233. 

No. 10–11274. Verdugo v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11276. Hunt v. Sandhir et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 364 Fed. Appx. 811. 

No. 10–11277. Holston v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11278. Garcia v. Figueroa, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 401 Fed. Appx. 
369. 

No. 10–11282. Aparicio-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 655. 

No. 10–11283. Tibbetts v. Bobby, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 436. 
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No. 10–11284. Aguilar v. Neven, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 620. 

No. 10–11285. VanZant v. Wenerowicz, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Graterford, et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11286. Thomas v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 
Fed. Appx. 469. 

No. 10–11289. Saeku v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 154. 

No. 10–11290. Mendez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 209. 

No. 10–11291. McNeill v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 427. 

No. 10–11292. Parrish v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1165, 373 P. 3d 949. 

No. 10–11293. Sanchez-Godoy v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 402. 

No. 10–11294. Ramos v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 672 and 397 Fed. 
Appx. 314. 

No. 10–11295. Sandoval-Sianuqui v. United States. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 438. 

No. 10–11296. Riley v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 308. 

No. 10–11297. Chang v. Rockridge Manor Condominium 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11298. Rosenfeld v. Hackett et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11299. Brown v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–1. Janto et vir v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. 
Appx. 396. 

No. 11–4. Czarniecki v. City of Chicago, Illinois. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 545. 

No. 11–5. Lynn v. Tarney et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 753. 

No. 11–6. Wease v. Wyoming. Dist. Ct. Wyo., Uinta County. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7. Leyse v. Bank of America, N. A. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8. MIG, Inc., fka Metromedia International 
Group, Inc. v. Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, 
L. L. P. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 
Fed. Appx. 408. 

No. 11–9. Ramirez-Herrera v. Oregon. Ct. App. Ore. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 235 Ore. App. 380, 231 P. 3d 
1191. 

No. 11–10. A. B., By and Through Her Parents, Susan B. 
et vir v. Montgomery County Intermediate Unit. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 602. 

No. 11–12. Lokuta, Judge, Court of Common Pleas, Elev­
enth Judicial District, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania v. 
Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 608 Pa. 223, 11 A. 3d 427. 

No. 11–13. Kartman et al. v. State Farm Mutual Automo­
bile Insurance Co. et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 634 F. 3d 883. 

No. 11–14. DiBiasi v. Starbucks Corp. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 948. 

No. 11–15. Blackstone Group, L. P., et al. v. Litwin et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 706. 

No. 11–17. Park v. Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 197. 
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No. 11–18. ZooCats, Inc., et al. v. Department of Agricul­
ture. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 
Fed. Appx. 378. 

No. 11–19. Crager v. Runyan et al. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 43, 382 S. W. 3d 643. 

No. 11–20. Bruen v. LeGrand, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–21. Bowden et al. v. Kirkland & Ellis, LLP. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 596. 

No. 11–23. Middlebrooks v. St. Coletta of Greater Wash­
ington, Inc., et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–24. Mitchell v. Tennessee. Sup. Ct. Tenn. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 343 S. W. 3d 381. 

No. 11–25. Lillo, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Lillo v. Bruhn et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 161. 

No. 11–28. Malcolm v. Honeoye Falls Lima Central 
School District. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 399 Fed. Appx. 680. 

No. 11–29. Malone v. Sherman, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 803. 

No. 11–30. Morrison Enterprises, LLC v. Dravo Corp. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 594. 

No. 11–31. Talbert v. Judiciary of the State of New Jer­
sey et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
420 Fed. Appx. 140. 

No. 11–32. Wells Fargo Bank, N. A. v. Issacs et al. 
Ct. App. Ohio, Hamilton County. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 2010-Ohio-5811. 

No. 11–33. Hassan v. Morawcznski. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 129. 

No. 11–34. Flint v. Coach House, Inc., et al. Ct. App. Ky. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–39. Reimer v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 472 Fed. Appx. 286. 

No. 11–41. Vierich v. MGM Grand Hotel, LLC, et al. Sup. 
Ct. Nev. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1183, 373 
P. 3d 970. 

No. 11–43. Wooten et al. v. Quicken Loans Inc. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 1187. 

No. 11–47. Mini Melts, Inc. v. Reckitt Benckiser, Inc. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. 
Appx. 271. 

No. 11–50. Alto Eldorado Partnership et al. v. Santa Fe 
County, New Mexico, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1170. 

No. 11–51. Richards v. JRK Property Holdings. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 829. 

No. 11–52. Archila v. KFC U. S. Properties, Inc. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 667. 

No. 11–53. Chadda v. Block. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–54. Schneller v. WCAU Channel 10. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 424. 

No. 11–55. Liban v. Middlebrook at Monmouth. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 284. 

No. 11–56. International Painters and Allied Trades 
Industry Pension Plan v. Shore. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 597. 

No. 11–59. Isaiah v. Western Maryland Hospital System 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 
Fed. Appx. 301. 

No. 11–60. Gunder’s Auto Center v. State Farm Mutual 
Automobile Insurance Co. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 819. 

No. 11–61. Pham v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 324 S. W. 3d 869. 
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No. 11–62. Cazares et al. v. Cosby. Ct. App. Utah. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010 UT App 269. 

No. 11–63. Shell Petroleum N. V. et al. v. Kiobel, Individ­
ually and on Behalf of Her Late Husband, Kiobel, et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 621 F. 3d 111. 

No. 11–65. Fenner v. Commissioner of Social Security. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–66. Izen v. Commission on Lawyer Discipline. Ct. 
App. Tex., 1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 322 
S. W. 3d 308. 

No. 11–68. Gargano et ux. v. Thomas Graves Landing Con­
dominium Trust et al. App. Ct. Mass. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 1112, 938 N. E. 2d 906. 

No. 11–70. Barnett v. Carberry et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 67. 

No. 11–72. FirstBank Puerto Rico, Inc., et al. v. La Vida 
Merger Sub, Inc., et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 638 F. 3d 37. 

No. 11–73. Siler v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 907. 

No. 11–75. C & J Coupe Family Limited Partnership v. 
County of Hawaii et al. Sup. Ct. Haw. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 124 Haw. 281, 242 P. 3d 1136. 

No. 11–76. Pires v. Frota Oceanica Brasileira, S. A. (two 
judgments). App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–78. Real Estate Innovations, Inc. v. Houston Asso­
ciation of Realtors, Inc., et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 344. 

No. 11–81. Gerhart v. Lake County, Montana, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 1013. 

No. 11–87. Carter v. University of Hawaii. Int. Ct. App. 
Haw. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 130 Haw. 349, 310 
P. 3d 1050. 
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No. 11–89. Vieira v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 2d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–90. Winters v. Brown. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 51 So. 3d 656. 

No. 11–91. Norris v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 190. 

No. 11–92. Orient Mineral Co. et al. v. Bank of China. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. 
Appx. 721. 

No. 11–95. Dos Picos, L. L. C., fka Dos Picos Land Limited 
Partnership, et al. v. Pima County, Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 225 Ariz. 458, 240 P. 3d 853. 

No. 11–96. Russell v. South Dakota State Bar Disci­
plinary Board. Sup. Ct. S. D. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 2011 S. D. 17, 797 N. W. 2d 77. 

No. 11–97. Castle v. Thompson et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 1194. 

No. 11–98. Toomer et al. v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 615 F. 3d 1233. 

No. 11–100. Osterbur v. United States et al. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–105. Moats v. Republican Party of Nebraska, aka 
Nebraska Republican Party. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 281 Neb. 411, 796 N. W. 2d 584. 

No. 11–106. City of San Leandro, California v. Interna­
tional Church of the Foursquare Gospel. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 673 F. 3d 1059. 

No. 11–108. Korda v. Bouchard, Sheriff, Oakland County, 
Michigan, et al. Ct. App. Mich. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–110. Udofot v. Seven Eights Liquor. Ct. App. 
Minn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–111. Kobobel et al. v. Colorado et al. Sup. Ct. 
Colo. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 249 P. 3d 1127. 
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No. 11–114. Jarvis v. Bolden, Administrator, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 925. 

No. 11–116. Aera Energy LLC et al. v. Salazar, Secre­
tary of the Interior, et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 212. 

No. 11–118. Martinez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–121. Zeng v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 
258. 

No. 11–124. Heartwood 88, LLC, et al. v. BCS Services, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
637 F. 3d 750. 

No. 11–130. Hawley v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–136. Bagley et al. v. Blagojevich et al. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 378. 

No. 11–137. Baptista v. JPMorgan Chase Bank, N. A., aka 
Washington Mutual Bank. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 640 F. 3d 1194. 

No. 11–138. Bauer, Trustee of the Craig E. Bauer Insur­
ance Trust v. Reliance Standard Life Insurance Co. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 226. 

No. 11–140. Strategic Impact Corp. et al. v. Big Dog Logis­
tics, Inc., et al. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 312 S. W. 3d 122. 

No. 11–141. Peanut Farmers v. Murphy, Administrator, 
Risk Management Agency. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 246. 

No. 11–145. Nyounai, aka Ngonyounai v. Holder, Attor­
ney General. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–146. Moss v. Fairborn City Schools. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–150. Moore v. USC University Hospital, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. 
Appx. 640. 

No. 11–151. Padilla v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 892. 

No. 11–152. Davis v. McKinney et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 442. 

No. 11–153. Keles v. Trustees of Columbia University in 
the City of New York et al. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 1st Jud. 
Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 74 App. Div. 3d 435, 
903 N. Y. S. 2d 18. 

No. 11–154. Martinez v. Kurt. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 3d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 780. 

No. 11–155. Alvarez v. Wong, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 652. 

No. 11–176. Poole v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 114. 

No. 11–200. Puche et al. v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–205. Bradshaw v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 618. 

No. 11–214. Melendez Camilo v. United States. C. A. Fed. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1040. 

No. 11–220. Liggins v. Bouffault et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 237. 

No. 11–229. Brown v. Hawaii et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 642. 

No. 11–236. Fondren v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 327. 

No. 11–237. Lujan v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 8th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 S. W. 3d 407. 

No. 11–239. Samuels v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 27. 
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No. 11–250. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 990. 

No. 11–5003. Wade v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 538. 

No. 11–5004. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 812. 

No. 11–5007. Jenkins v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 788. 

No. 11–5008. Lockley v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 1238. 

No. 11–5009. Latham v. Palin et al. Sup. Ct. Alaska. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 251 P. 3d 341. 

No. 11–5010. Pena v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 589. 

No. 11–5011. Nix v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1341. 

No. 11–5012. McDowell v. Clements, Executive Director, 
Colorado Department of Corrections. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 755. 

No. 11–5013. Pullen-Walker v. Roosevelt University 
et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 
Fed. Appx. 46. 

No. 11–5016. Davila v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5017. Losee v. Garden et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 821. 

No. 11–5018. Jenner v. Martuscello, Superintendent, 
Coxsackie Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5020. Cruz Martinez v. Scribner, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 263. 

No. 11–5021. Cuesta-Rodriguez v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. 
App. Okla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010 OK CR 
APP 23, 241 P. 3d 214. 
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No. 11–5022. Alexander v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 412 Fed. Appx. 719. 

No. 11–5023. Biggs v. Missouri. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 333 S. W. 3d 472. 

No. 11–5025. Arnold v. Mallon et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5026. Bowling v. Parker, Warden. Sup. Ct. Ky. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5027. Andrews v. Missouri. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 329 S. W. 3d 369. 

No. 11–5028. Belcher v. Sexton, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5029. Bufąngton v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5030. Bowers v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 616. 

No. 11–5031. Andres v. McKee, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5032. Pope v. Bernard et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5033. Tjandra v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5034. Nickols, aka Territo v. Morris et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 534. 

No. 11–5035. Poole v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5036. Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 27. 

No. 11–5037. Romero-Camacho v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 471. 
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No. 11–5039. Watkins v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5040. Williams v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5043. Padgett v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 287. 

No. 11–5044. Phelps v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5046. Kamerud v. United States; and 
No. 11–5083. Kamerud v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 790. 

No. 11–5048. Carroll v. Galaza, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 65. 

No. 11–5050. Corbin v. Tennis, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Rockview, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5051. Ricker v. Finander et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5052. Schoppe-Rico v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5053. Reed v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5054. Rollins v. Cain, Warden, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5055. Wozniak v. Graham et al. Sup. Ct. Ohio. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Ohio St. 3d 1503, 2011­
Ohio-19, 939 N. E. 2d 1266. 

No. 11–5057. Preston v. Texas et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5059. Bryant v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5060. Avila v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 958. 
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No. 11–5062. Bortz v. Cameron, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Cresson, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5063. Benoit v. Washington. Ct. App. Wash. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5065. Lomax v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5066. Olvera-Rivera v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 71. 

No. 11–5068. Quy Nguyen v. Ho. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 6 A. 3d 556. 

No. 11–5069. Carvajal v. Artus, Superintendent, Clinton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 633 F. 3d 95. 

No. 11–5071. Spencer v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 231. 

No. 11–5072. Smith v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 1043. 

No. 11–5074. Kemppainen v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5075. Vaden v. McDonald, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 662. 

No. 11–5076. McBurney v. Disciplinary Board of the 
Rhode Island Supreme Court. Sup. Ct. R. I. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 13 A. 3d 654. 

No. 11–5077. O’Grady v. Court of Appeals of Wisconsin, 
District III. Sup. Ct. Wis. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5079. McGrew v. Gilcrease et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5080. Paschall v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–5082. Jarvis v. Grady Management, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. 
Appx. 183. 

No. 11–5084. Rios v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 168. 

No. 11–5085. Smith v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 118. 

No. 11–5088. Briggs v. Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 608 Pa. 430, 12 A. 3d 291. 

No. 11–5089. Bey, aka Lewis v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 570. 

No. 11–5091. Berry v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 227 W. Va. 221, 707 S. E. 2d 
831. 

No. 11–5092. Pecci v. Sloan, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 180. 

No. 11–5093. Redmond v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 403. 

No. 11–5096. Watford v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 622. 

No. 11–5097. Wellington v. Sexton, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5098. Taylor, on Behalf of Gordon v. Livingston, 
Executive Director, Texas Department of Criminal Jus­
tice, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
421 Fed. Appx. 473. 

No. 11–5100. West v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 563. 

No. 11–5103. Manning v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 App. 
Div. 3d 585, 912 N. Y. S. 2d 183. 

No. 11–5104. Knox v. Workman, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 781. 
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No. 11–5105. Laird v. Mackay et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5106. Jones v. Camden Police Department et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. 
Appx. 351. 

No. 11–5108. McCree v. Sherrod, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 990. 

No. 11–5109. Moore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 454. 

No. 11–5110. Canty v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 541. 

No. 11–5111. Diaz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 592. 

No. 11–5112. Emanuel v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 760. 

No. 11–5114. McKinney v. Florida Department of Correc­
tions et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5115. Moore v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1201, 997 N. E. 
2d 1010. 

No. 11–5116. Stroud v. Adams, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 632. 

No. 11–5117. Mohhommed v. Amison et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5118. Olivier v. County of Los Angeles, Califor­
nia. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 
Fed. Appx. 578. 

No. 11–5119. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 65. 

No. 11–5121. Anderson v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 175. 
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No. 11–5122. Ali v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 59 So. 3d 1151. 

No. 11–5123. Black v. Tendras. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 197 Md. App. 752 and 762. 

No. 11–5124. Boyd v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 657. 

No. 11–5125. Butry v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 15 A. 3d 540. 

No. 11–5126. Tyler v. District of Columbia. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5127. Tyler v. District of Columbia. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5131. Washington v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5132. Simms v. Freeman et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 119. 

No. 11–5133. Santivanez v. Drew, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 833. 

No. 11–5134. Smith v. Hutchins, Sheriff, Jefferson 
County, Georgia, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 785. 

No. 11–5135. Slater v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5136. Rodriguez-Camacho v. United States. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5137. Robbins v. Smith, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 37. 

No. 11–5138. Partin v. Simpson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5139. Nelson v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5140. Suggs v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 501. 
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No. 11–5142. Chaney v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 394. 

No. 11–5143. Wray v. Reynolds, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 393 Fed. Appx. 983. 

No. 11–5145. Moss v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5147. Moran v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 300. 

No. 11–5148. Campbell v. Social Security Administration. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. 
Appx. 477. 

No. 11–5151. Rodriguez-Rodriguez v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 477. 

No. 11–5153. Brown v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 1068. 

No. 11–5154. Olivares-Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5155. Pearson v. Napolitano, Secretary of Home­
land Security. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5156. McMillan v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 361. 

No. 11–5157. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 11–5158. Boulding v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 798. 

No. 11–5159. Battle v. Bodison, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 584. 

No. 11–5160. Buchanan v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5161. Bloodworth, aka Green v. United States. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 639. 
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No. 11–5162. Ned v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 562. 

No. 11–5163. Shavers v. Bauman et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5164. Sherod v. Georgia Department of Correc­
tions et al. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5165. Daniel v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5166. Chinsammy v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 950. 

No. 11–5167. Greenspan v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5168. Fernandez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–5169. Germain v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. 
Appx. 744. 

No. 11–5170. Hall v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5172. Ilgen v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 728. 

No. 11–5173. Fasthorse v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 1182. 

No. 11–5176. Frasher v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 450. 

No. 11–5177. Hendricks et ux. v. Stepp et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 738. 

No. 11–5178. Fluker v. United Kingdom et al. C. A. 2d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5179. Perdue v. Ludwick, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5180. McHugh v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 1250. 
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No. 11–5181. Johnson v. Ryan, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 71. 

No. 11–5182. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5183. McConnel v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 691. 

No. 11–5185. Dorsey v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5186. Virgen v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 386 Fed. Appx. 500. 

No. 11–5187. Cardona v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5189. Hertel v. Sevier, Superintendent, Miami 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5190. Smith v. Defense Logistics Agency et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5193. Talbert v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. 
W. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5195. Volz v. Rozum, Superintendent, State Cor­
rectional Institution at Somerset, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5196. Williams v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5197. Torres-Palos v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 934. 

No. 11–5198. T. A. P. v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 72 So. 3d 707. 

No. 11–5199. McQuirter v. Michigan Department of Cor­
rections. Ct. App. Mich. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5201. Pitts v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5202. Lopez v. Martuscello, Superintendent, Cox­
sackie Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5203. Jackson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5205. Loustau v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5206. Guzman v. Lappin, Director, Federal Bu­
reau of Prisons, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5207. McClellan v. Marshall et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5208. Hidalgo v. Sobina, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Albion, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5209. Harris v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 767. 

No. 11–5213. Stinson v. Nebraska Furniture Mart. Ct. 
App. Neb. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 18 Neb. App. 
xcviii. 

No. 11–5214. Frederick v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 382 Fed. Appx. 58. 

No. 11–5215. Granados-Arvizu v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 294. 

No. 11–5216. Felder v. Indiana. Ct. App. Ind. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 930 N. E. 2d 83. 

No. 11–5217. Gilliland v. Turner, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5219. Horne v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5220. Frazier v. Clements, Executive Director, 
Colorado Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 768. 

No. 11–5221. Freitag v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–5222. Pitchon v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5223. Miner v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 12th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5224. Ricks v. Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co. et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 410 Fed. Appx. 665. 

No. 11–5225. Solesbee v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5228. Gajadhar v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5230. Garrett v. Sandor, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5231. Flemings v. Illinois Department of Correc­
tions et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5233. Greene v. Pollard, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5234. Gay v. Evans, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 390 Fed. Appx. 723. 

No. 11–5235. Hebert v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5236. Pacheco v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5237. Poulson v. Pennsylvania Department of 
Probation and Parole. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 610 Pa. 394, 20 A. 3d 1178. 

No. 11–5238. Mora v. Brown, Superintendent, Eastern 
New York Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5239. Williams v. Koon, Warden. Super. Ct. Bald­
win County, Ga. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5240. Watkins v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5243. Roberts v. Marshall, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 768. 

No. 11–5244. Shubaralyan et vir v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 685. 

No. 11–5245. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5247. Hooper v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5248. Flenoid v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5249. De Jesus Garcia v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 397 Fed. Appx. 334. 

No. 11–5250. Fillman v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 173. 

No. 11–5252. Green v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5254. Eras-Machado v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 514. 

No. 11–5255. Cox v. Ayers, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 80. 

No. 11–5256. Cousins v. Green, Warden, et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 278. 

No. 11–5257. Halstied v. Oklahoma et al. Ct. Crim. App. 
Okla. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5258. Gee v. Kerestes, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5259. Hawkins v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5260. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 615 F. 3d 7. 

No. 11–5261. Wallace, aka Green v. Klopotoski, Superin­
tendent, State Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5262. Grandberry v. Harry. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5263. Finley v. Nixon, Governor of Missouri. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5264. Hahn v. Bauer et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 393 Fed. Appx. 413. 

No. 11–5265. Gerken v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5266. Geer v. Nish, Superintendent, State Cor­
rectional Institution at Waymart, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5267. Martinez v. Villalobos et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5268. Listman v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 425. 

No. 11–5269. Hurdle v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5270. Hatch v. Parker, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5271. Gleason v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5272. Ingrim v. Denney, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5273. Fournerat v. Wisconsin Law Review et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. 
Appx. 816. 

No. 11–5274. Joren v. Napolitano, Secretary of Home­
land Security. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 633 F. 3d 1144. 
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No. 11–5275. Murray v. Ingram. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5276. Spence v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 435. 

No. 11–5277. Savoy v. Washington, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5278. Sacor-Quijiux v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 264. 

No. 11–5279. Watley v. Mee, Administrator, East Jersey 
State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5280. Wortham v. Chris Hansen Lab Inc. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5281. White v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5282. Woods et ux. v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 594. 

No. 11–5283. Williams v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 242. 

No. 11–5284. Welch v. Workman, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 980. 

No. 11–5285. Young Son Im v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 669. 

No. 11–5286. Gaines v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5287. Hargrove v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 170. 

No. 11–5288. Greenawalt v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5289. Fuller v. Mohr, Director, Ohio Department 
of Rehabilitation and Correction. Ct. App. Ohio, Franklin 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5444. 
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No. 11–5290. Foster v. Kelly, Warden. Sup. Ct. Va. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5291. Gaynor v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 11 A. 3d 1030. 

No. 11–5292. Harper v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 11 A. 3d 1011. 

No. 11–5295. Book v. Tobin et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5296. Ali v. Fischer, Commissioner, New York De­
partment of Correctional Services, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5297. Burnside v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5298. Callies v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 266. 

No. 11–5299. O’Connor v. Borgner et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5300. Dobric v. Baron. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 2d 
Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 70 App. Div. 3d 
830, 892 N. Y. S. 2d 900. 

No. 11–5301. Hueber v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
4th Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 81 App. Div. 
3d 1466, 916 N. Y. S. 2d 727. 

No. 11–5303. Torres-Juarez v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5304. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. 
Appx. 512. 

No. 11–5306. Peng Thao v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5307. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 494. 
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No. 11–5308. Knights v. Stihl Inc. et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 356. 

No. 11–5309. Lopez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 390. 

No. 11–5310. Hinojos v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. 
Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5314. Apodaca v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1077. 

No. 11–5316. Abari v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 847. 

No. 11–5317. Nunez-Polanco v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 13. 

No. 11–5318. Cazares v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5319. Courtright v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 363. 

No. 11–5321. Davis v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5322. Elston v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 190. 

No. 11–5324. Husband v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 389 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 11–5326. Houston v. Neven, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 976. 

No. 11–5327. Smith v. McWhirter et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 510. 

No. 11–5329. Lopes v. Campbell, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 13. 

No. 11–5330. Mack v. Scribner, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5331. Brown v. Cleveland Municipal School Dis­
trict, aka Cleveland Metropolitan School District, et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5332. Norvell v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5333. Morris v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 713. 

No. 11–5334. Rodriguez v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5335. Shah, aka Lindsey v. Delaware. Sup. Ct. Del. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 938. 

No. 11–5336. Searcy v. Culhane et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5337. Finze v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 672. 

No. 11–5338. Washington v. Neven, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5340. Sahibi v. Adams, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5341. Elizondo-Ramos, aka Elizondo, aka Fran­
cisco Elizondo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 379. 

No. 11–5344. Carr v. H. O. P. E. Community Service, Inc. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 228. 

No. 11–5345. Cephas v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 528. 

No. 11–5346. Shipley v. Woolrich, Inc., et al. C. A. D. C. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 4. 

No. 11–5347. Washington v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1180. 

No. 11–5348. Watkins v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5351. Martinez-Reyes v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 692. 

No. 11–5352. Johnson v. Kansas Parole Board. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 867. 

No. 11–5353. Luna-Ginoveva v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5355. Richardson v. South Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 201. 

No. 11–5356. Adkins v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5358. Amavizca v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5359. Andrews v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5360. Ash v. Philadelphia Prison System et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. 
Appx. 581. 

No. 11–5362. Shelton v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 514. 

No. 11–5363. Wines v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5364. Winąeld v. Kilpatrick et al. Ct. App. Tex., 
11th Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5365. Ommundson v. Mahoney, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5366. Gunn v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 106. 

No. 11–5367. Grindling v. United States District Court 
for the District of Hawaii et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5370. Landor v. Louisiana. Ct. App. La., 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2009–1740 (La. App. 1 Cir. 
4/1/10), 34 So. 3d 1166. 
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No. 11–5371. Colon v. Lee, Superintendent, Green Haven 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5372. Cathcart v. Corrections Corporation of 
America et al. Ct. App. Okla. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5374. Edwards v. Oregon Board of Parole and 
Post-Prison Supervision. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 239 Ore. App. 629, 246 P. 3d 755. 

No. 11–5375. Newsome v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5376. Jones v. Howes, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5377. Watkins v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5378. Williams v. Salazar, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5379. Weeks v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5380. Goddard v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 490. 

No. 11–5383. Thomas v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5386. Jost v. United States Postal Service et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 957. 

No. 11–5387. Larson v. Alaska. Sup. Ct. Alaska. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 254 P. 3d 1073. 

No. 11–5388. Love v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5389. Praileau v. Hoye, Acting Judge, Schenec­
tady County Court, et al. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 755, 944 N. E. 2d 644. 
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No. 11–5391. Pham v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5392. Ortega-Urquidi, aka Urquidi-Ortega v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 420 Fed. Appx. 305. 

No. 11–5394. Porter v. Lombardi et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5397. Harris v. Upton, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5399. Ludwig v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1243. 

No. 11–5400. White v. Mullin, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 774. 

No. 11–5401. Vega v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5402. Prevet v. Barone et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 218. 

No. 11–5403. Myles v. Maryland. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 197 Md. App. 759. 

No. 11–5404. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5405. Lane v. Doe et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 964. 

No. 11–5407. Lopez v. Trani, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1228. 

No. 11–5409. Preyear v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5410. Perez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 60 So. 3d 391. 

No. 11–5412. Blackwell v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 251 P. 3d 468. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



906 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 3, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 11–5413. Bowman v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 App. Div. 
3d 559, 909 N. Y. S. 2d 720. 

No. 11–5414. Bell v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 420. 

No. 11–5415. Valdovinos-Mendez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1031. 

No. 11–5416. Burl v. Dotson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5418. Galvan v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 224. 

No. 11–5419. Stenhouse v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 631 F. 3d 888. 

No. 11–5420. Stanley v. Cox, Director, Nevada Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5421. Hamilton v. Jackson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 501. 

No. 11–5422. Olaya v. United States; and 
No. 11–5426. Campaz-Guerrero v. United States. C. A. 

11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 
898. 

No. 11–5423. Cooper v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 1024. 

No. 11–5424. Cox v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1356. 

No. 11–5425. Duran-Montes v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 412. 

No. 11–5427. Jeanetta v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5428. Ryan v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5429. Seaver, aka Skandha v. Conrad et al. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5430. Sutherland v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5431. Green v. Rhee et al. Ct. App. D. C. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5432. Hollinquest v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 190 Cal. App. 4th 
1534, 119 Cal. Rptr. 3d 551. 

No. 11–5434. Watkins v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5435. Tisdale v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 204. 

No. 11–5436. Uckele v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5437. Howe v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 579. 

No. 11–5438. Fincher v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5439. Gahano v. United Steelworkers Interna­
tional Union Local 8–0369 (USW) et al. (two judgments). 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5440. Partida-Martinez v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5441. Suber v. Kerestes, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5442. Robey v. Butts, Superintendent, Pendleton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5443. Porter v. Goord et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 315. 

No. 11–5444. Ellis v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Ill. App. 3d 1101, 993 N. E. 
2d 148. 
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No. 11–5445. Cobble v. Owens, Commissioner, Georgia De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5446. Larkin v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 177. 

No. 11–5447. Jaime v. Almager, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5448. Nelson v. Leek, Circuit Clerk, Desha 
County Circuit Court. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5449. Oliver v. Kanan et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 481. 

No. 11–5450. Mitchell v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5451. Jarvis v. Staples, Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 193. 

No. 11–5452. Eltayib v. DeWalt, Warden, et al. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5453. Collins v. Connecticut. Sup. Ct. Conn. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 299 Conn. 567, 10 A. 3d 1005. 

No. 11–5454. Villar v. Patterson, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5455. White v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jeffer­
son City Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5458. Rogers v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 315. 

No. 11–5459. Scott v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 548. 

No. 11–5460. Saucedo-Roman v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 404. 

No. 11–5461. Surles v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 834. 
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No. 11–5462. Tinajero-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 1100. 

No. 11–5463. Vaquera-Juanes v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 734. 

No. 11–5464. Combs v. Swarthout, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5465. Diaz v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 79 and 437 Fed. Appx. 8. 

No. 11–5466. O’Connell v. Harrington, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 746. 

No. 11–5467. Van Son Thai, aka Son Tau, aka Thai Son v. 
United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 420 Fed. Appx. 283. 

No. 11–5468. Almanzar v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1214. 

No. 11–5469. Aboutaleb v. Yassin. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5470. Aboutaleb v. Elgammal. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5471. Aparicio v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5473. Kampfer v. Reu et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5475. Johnston v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 226. 

No. 11–5476. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 195. 

No. 11–5477. Johnson v. Ayers, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 642. 

No. 11–5478. Leuluaialii v. Sinclair, Superintendent, 
Washington State Penitentiary. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–5479. Jiles v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5480. Taylor v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5481. Cha, aka Sac v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 790. 

No. 11–5483. Evans v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 576. 

No. 11–5484. Owen v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 285. 

No. 11–5486. McKinley v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5487. Ocasio v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
4th Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 81 App. Div. 
3d 1469, 917 N. Y. S. 2d 803. 

No. 11–5489. Jean-Marie v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5490. Linden v. District Council 1707–AFSCME 
et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 
Fed. Appx. 337. 

No. 11–5491. Manzo-Aparicio v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 225. 

No. 11–5492. Christman et ux. v. Walsh, Judge, Circuit 
Court of Florida, St. Lucie County, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 841. 

No. 11–5493. McCluer v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5494. Potter v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 1260. 

No. 11–5495. Ramirez-Perez v. United States. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 173. 
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No. 11–5496. Shealey v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 627. 

No. 11–5497. Swafford v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 265. 

No. 11–5498. Richards v. Curry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5499. Schoppe-Rico v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5500. Stebbins v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5501. Redd v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 255. 

No. 11–5502. El Ghannam v. Suburban Hospital Inc. et al. 
Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 196 Md. 
App. 714 and 732. 

No. 11–5503. Shivers v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 697. 

No. 11–5504. Saeed v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 598. 

No. 11–5505. Smith v. Jackson et al. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5507. Singleton v. Six Flags Over Georgia et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5509. Perez v. Salazar, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5510. Castillo-Corpus v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 361. 

No. 11–5511. Ornelas Diaz v. Campbell, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 975. 

No. 11–5512. Roberts v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 893. 

No. 11–5513. Rameses v. Kernan, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5514. Nance v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 801. 

No. 11–5515. Palmer v. Buge et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5516. Bowens v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 205. 

No. 11–5517. Anderson v. Amawi et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5518. Block v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 721. 

No. 11–5519. Burnette v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 271. 

No. 11–5520. Ramirez v. United States et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5521. Shaw v. Watson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 11–5522. Stokes v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 1262. 

No. 11–5523. Zambrano v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5524. Williams v. Louisiana et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 312. 

No. 11–5526. Stratton v. Texas (five judgments). Ct. Crim. 
App. Tex. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5527. Crawford v. Hartley, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5528. Darvie v. Countryman et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5530. Evans v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 571, 949 N. E. 2d 457. 

No. 11–5531. Cedeno v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 79 and 437 Fed. Appx. 8. 
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No. 11–5532. Roman v. Grifąn, Superintendent, South-
port Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5533. Millen v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5534. Rios v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 781. 

No. 11–5535. Erby v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 176. 

No. 11–5536. Cardenas-Porras v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5537. Duran v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5538. Jones v. South Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5539. Layne v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5540. Jones v. Unger, Superintendent, Wyoming 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5541. Hankins v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 306. 

No. 11–5542. Marquez Galice, aka Garcia v. United 
States. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5543. Heras-Rubio v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5544. Gregg v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 209. 

No. 11–5546. Greenwood v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 611, 941 N. E. 
2d 667. 

No. 11–5547. Oden v. Knowles, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 594. 
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No. 11–5548. Pavlov, aka Yordanvo v. Smelser, Warden, 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 
Fed. Appx. 636. 

No. 11–5553. Asberry v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5556. Stafford v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 270. 

No. 11–5557. Medulan v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5558. Davis v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 445. 

No. 11–5559. Crocker v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 431. 

No. 11–5560. Catalano v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 943. 

No. 11–5562. Herring v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 298. 

No. 11–5567. Mason v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 123. 

No. 11–5569. Jones v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5570. Jack v. West Virginia et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 277. 

No. 11–5571. Polite v. Arkansas Department of Correc­
tion. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5572. Palmer v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1062. 

No. 11–5573. Galloway v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. 
W. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5574. Garcia-Morales v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 577. 

No. 11–5577. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 695. 
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No. 11–5578. Bradica v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 139. 

No. 11–5579. Babakaeva v. Wilson & Wilson, P. C. Sup. Ct. 
Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5581. Brizuela-Ramos v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 528. 

No. 11–5582. Rosa v. Martinez, Secretary, New Mexico 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 730. 

No. 11–5583. Smith v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5584. Cardon-Cortez v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 322 Fed. Appx. 659. 

No. 11–5586. Champion v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 975. 

No. 11–5587. Drewry v. Maine. Sup. Jud. Ct. Me. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5588. Diaz-Orozco, aka Ortega v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5589. Quigley v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 5 A. 3d 22. 

No. 11–5590. Moeller v. Harris, Attorney General of 
California, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 428 Fed. Appx. 771. 

No. 11–5595. Rossi v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
2d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 82 App. Div. 
3d 911, 918 N. Y. S. 2d 359. 

No. 11–5596. Snow v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5598. Blount v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5599. Berry v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 247. 
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No. 11–5600. Atkinson v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 420. 

No. 11–5601. Alcantar-Chagolla v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5602. McKnight v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5603. Neal v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 600. 

No. 11–5608. Lanzon v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 1293. 

No. 11–5610. Jones v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 856. 

No. 11–5612. McCall v. Palmer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5614. Zavala-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 151. 

No. 11–5617. Toney v. Bledsoe, Warden, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 74. 

No. 11–5619. Wiig v. United States District Court for 
the District of Nebraska. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5622. Lewis v. Meko, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5623. Jean-Pierre v. Gubbiotti. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 120. 

No. 11–5625. Bowden v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 907. 

No. 11–5626. Brown v. Pierce, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5629. Powell v. Holland, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5630. Wherry v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5632. Watson v. LaValley, Superintendent, Great 
Meadow Correctional Facility, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 501. 

No. 11–5634. Wood v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5637. Dockery v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 487. 

No. 11–5638. Clarke v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 68. 

No. 11–5639. Edgar v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 93. 

No. 11–5640. Giebel v. Bonilla et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 184. 

No. 11–5642. Shove et al. v. United States District Court 
Judges et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 407 Fed. Appx. 494. 

No. 11–5643. Flowers v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 302. 

No. 11–5644. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 638. 

No. 11–5646. Reed v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 113. 

No. 11–5647. Weaver v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5649. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 922. 

No. 11–5651. Marroquin v. Curry, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5652. Ivers v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 573. 

No. 11–5653. Hernandez-Rojas v. United States. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 67. 
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No. 11–5654. Gomez-Almanza v. United States. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5655. Harmon v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 OK CR 6, 248 P. 3d 918. 

No. 11–5656. Hoffman-Portillo v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 486. 

No. 11–5658. Creech v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5661. Smith v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 984. 

No. 11–5662. Schwab v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 57. 

No. 11–5665. Pulido v. Hedgpeth, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 1007. 

No. 11–5670. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 264. 

No. 11–5671. Varholick v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5132. 

No. 11–5672. Urias-Salazar v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 952. 

No. 11–5673. Overby v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 760. 

No. 11–5675. Hawkins v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 844. 

No. 11–5676. Holmes v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 76. 

No. 11–5677. Rogers v. Ingolia et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 283. 

No. 11–5679. Simmons v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 207. 

No. 11–5680. Quezada v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5685. Chavez v. Grounds, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5689. Davenport v. Chandler, Warden. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5690. Lee v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 620, 248 P. 3d 651. 

No. 11–5691. Montoya v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 221. 

No. 11–5692. Jimenez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 463. 

No. 11–5694. A. M. v. Mental Health Board of the 11th 
Judicial District. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 281 Neb. 482, 797 N. W. 2d 233. 

No. 11–5695. Moore v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 1001. 

No. 11–5698. Arnold v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Franklin 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5622. 

No. 11–5699. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5701. Crozier v. United States et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5702. Mendez Contreras v. Harrington, Warden. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5709. Miller v. Fayram, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 577. 

No. 11–5710. Cortez Estrada v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 390. 

No. 11–5711. Buenrostro, aka Rostro v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 720. 

No. 11–5712. Angelos v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 786. 

No. 11–5713. Bolden v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 344. 
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No. 11–5716. Taylor v. Sheltered Workshop for the Dis­
abled, Inc., et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 413 Fed. Appx. 367. 

No. 11–5720. Smith v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 686. 

No. 11–5722. Stokes v. Oregon. Sup. Ct. Ore. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 350 Ore. 44, 248 P. 3d 953. 

No. 11–5723. Stillis v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 78. 

No. 11–5724. Garcia Rico v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 255. 

No. 11–5725. Davis v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 255. 

No. 11–5727. Lester v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5729. Marino v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5730. Argelio Angel v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 281 Va. 248, 704 S. E. 2d 386. 

No. 11–5732. Chaplin v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 473. 

No. 11–5734. Bradley v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 142. 

No. 11–5736. Waters v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 1173. 

No. 11–5742. Campbell v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5743. Xayavongsane v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
2d Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 770. 

No. 11–5745. Multani v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 621. 
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No. 11–5750. Corley v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 245. 

No. 11–5754. Moore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 347. 

No. 11–5755. Moormann v. Ryan, Director, Arizona De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1102. 

No. 11–5761. Rodriguez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 79 and 437 Fed. 
Appx. 8. 

No. 11–5763. Williams v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 405. 

No. 11–5766. Dutcher v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5768. Lane v. Florida Parole Commission. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5776. Williams v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 11–5777. Colimon v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 821. 

No. 11–5782. Slade v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 377. 

No. 11–5784. Stamps v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5787. Arias-Hernandez, aka Sanchez-Camacho v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 419 Fed. Appx. 525. 

No. 11–5788. Amirnazmi v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 564. 

No. 11–5791. Kamerling v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 665. 

No. 11–5795. Salazar-Mojica v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1070. 
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No. 11–5797. Williams v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 106. 

No. 11–5800. Slovinec v. Meisburg. C. A. D. C. Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 314. 

No. 11–5801. Anderson v. Fizer et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 799. 

No. 11–5802. Solis-Caceres v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5805. Williams v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 758. 

No. 11–5807. Drzymala v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5808. Lopez-Mondragon v. United States. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5809. Evans v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylvania 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 650. 

No. 11–5812. Romero-Acosta v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 310. 

No. 11–5813. Saignaphone v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 821. 

No. 11–5821. Payton v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1027. 

No. 11–5822. Pettiway v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 132. 

No. 11–5824. Powell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 388. 

No. 11–5825. Meeks v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 522. 

No. 11–5827. Stittiams v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 530. 

No. 11–5830. Stevens v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5833. Copeland v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 974. 

No. 11–5836. Simon v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 489. 

No. 11–5839. Thrasher v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 582. 

No. 11–5840. Tillman et al. v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 289. 

No. 11–5841. Valentine v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 677. 

No. 11–5844. Pryce v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5848. Green v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 520. 

No. 11–5849. Hines v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 975. 

No. 11–5851. Hill v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 217. 

No. 11–5852. Hamilton v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 687. 

No. 11–5853. Freeman v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 584. 

No. 11–5854. German v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 248. 

No. 11–5855. HofĆer-Riddick v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 651. 

No. 11–5857. Bethea v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 296. 

No. 11–5864. Williams v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 336. 

No. 11–5866. Sayre v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 622. 
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No. 11–5870. Garcia Casares v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5871. Gonzalez-Mendez v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 56. 

No. 11–5872. Hornbuckle v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 172. 

No. 11–5874. Hadnot v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 654. 

No. 11–5875. Helmick v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 373. 

No. 11–5876. Fulgencio, aka Guzman Ortiz v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 
Fed. Appx. 365. 

No. 11–5877. Hawk v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Se­
curity. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5880. Washington v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas 
Department of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5882. Wells v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5884. Ares-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 707. 

No. 11–5888. Lujan-Alcala v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 602. 

No. 11–5889. Kent v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 906. 

No. 11–5890. Kudalis v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 165. 

No. 11–5893. Walker v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 277. 

No. 11–5899. Guitterez-Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 
853. 
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No. 11–5901. Thomas v. Wieland, United States Trustee, 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5910. Alverio-Melendez v. United States. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 412. 

No. 11–5912. Bullard v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 237. 

No. 11–5914. Riddick v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5916. Jordan v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 1181. 

No. 11–5921. Sexton v. United States (two judgments). 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5923. Rodriguez-Perez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 324. 

No. 11–5924. Aguiar v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1062. 

No. 11–5929. Leonard v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5930. de Lourdes Cantu v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 11–5931. Moore v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 125. 

No. 11–5935. Zavala v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5938. Redding v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 192. 

No. 11–5949. Allen v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 231. 

No. 11–5955. Kearns v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 350. 

No. 11–5959. Moore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5964. Lopez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 260. 

No. 11–5966. Jones v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 670. 

No. 11–5968. Dickens v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 364. 

No. 11–5970. Videau v. Harrington, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5973. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 117. 

No. 11–5976. Dantzler v. Hollingsworth, Warden. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5985. Brown v. Steward, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5986. Hillman v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 929. 

No. 11–5988. Fields v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 343. 

No. 11–5990. Wetherald v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1315. 

No. 11–5992. Upton v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 680. 

No. 11–5998. Nicholson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 228. 

No. 11–6000. Graure v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 18 A. 3d 743. 

No. 11–6001. Halloran v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 429. 

No. 11–6003. Hite v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 546. 

No. 11–6004. Halcomb v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 447. 
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No. 11–6006. Flores-Vasquez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 667. 

No. 11–6008. Campbell v. Maye, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 382. 

No. 11–6009. Erby v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6012. Callaway v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6014. Hanrahan v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 62. 

No. 11–6016. Koons v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 348. 

No. 11–6017. Austin v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6019. Asieru v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 605. 

No. 11–6020. Mangual v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 11–6030. Handy v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 380. 

No. 11–6031. Henderson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 775. 

No. 11–6032. Hernandez-Hernandez v. United States. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. 
Appx. 719. 

No. 11–6033. Hargrove v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6034. Flowers v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6037. Graham v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 1159. 

No. 11–6048. Smith v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 850. 
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No. 11–6049. Rush v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6056. Wheeler v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6061. Cortes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 803. 

No. 11–6065. Clinton v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6080. Scott v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 662 F. 3d 492. 

No. 11–6087. Underwood v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 728. 

No. 11–6092. McClain v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 63. 

No. 11–6093. Ocampo v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6097. Byrd v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 262. 

No. 11–6103. Lopez-Atanacio v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 792. 

No. 10–1064. Farina v. Nokia, Inc., et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice and Justice Breyer 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Re­
ported below: 625 F. 3d 97. 

No. 10–1221. Holland et al. v. United States. C. A. Fed. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 621 F. 3d 
1366. 

No. 10–1244. Conway, Superintendent, Attica Correc­
tional Facility v. Langston. C. A. 2d Cir. Motion of respond­
ent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 310. 

No. 10–1290. Public Lands Council v. Western Water­
sheds Project et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
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tice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 472. 

No. 10–1304. National Conference of Bar Examiners v. 
Enyart. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Re­
ported below: 630 F. 3d 1153. 

No. 10–1337. American Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers v. United States et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 64. 

No. 10–1371. Spectrum Stores, Inc., et al. v. Citgo Petro­
leum Corp.; and 

No. 10–1393. Fast Break Foods LLC et al. v. Saudi Ara­
bian Oil Co., dba Saudi Aramco, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of these petitions. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 938. 

No. 10–1410. Canal Barge Co., Inc., et al. v. United 
States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took 
no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 631 F. 3d 347. 

No. 10–1411. Doe, a Minor, By and Through His Guardian 
and Next Friend, Doe v. Todd County School District et al. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Motion of South Dakota Advocacy Services et al. 
for leave to file a brief as amici curiae granted. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 625 F. 3d 459. 

No. 10–1413. Srivastava v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 411 Fed. 
Appx. 671. 

No. 10–1444. Shum v. Intel Corp. et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 
1067. 

No. 10–1456. Barr et al. v. Galvin, Secretary of Common­
wealth of Massachusetts. C. A. 1st Cir. Motion of petition­
ers to defer consideration of petition for writ of certiorari denied. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 99. 
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No. 10–1464. Hertz Corp. v. Myers. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 624 F. 3d 537. 

No. 10–1489. Mai-Trang Thi Nguyen v. Starbucks Coffee 
Corp. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took 
no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 418 Fed. Appx. 606. 

No. 10–1500. Mylan Laboratories, Inc., et al. v. Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 537. 

No. 10–1512. DeWeese, Judge, Court of Common Pleas, 
Richland County, Ohio v. American Civil Liberties Union 
of Ohio Foundation, Inc. C. A. 6th Cir. Motion of Foundation 
for Moral Law for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae out of time 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 424. 

No. 10–1528. National Association of Home Builders v. 
San Joaquin Valley Uniąed Air Pollution Control Dis­
trict et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Re­
ported below: 627 F. 3d 730. 

No. 10–1546. Carder et al., on Behalf of Themselves and 
All Others Similarly Situated v. Continental Airlines, 
Inc. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of John Marshall Law School Veter­
ans Legal Support Center & Clinic et al. for leave to file a brief as 
amici curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 
F. 3d 172. 

No. 10–8150. Cohen v. Federal Express Corp. C. A. 2d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 383 
Fed. Appx. 88. 

No. 10–9436. Worman v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 622 F. 3d 969. 

No. 10–9544. Ali v. United States; 
No. 10–9545. Ali v. United States; and 
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No. 10–9583. Griffen v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of these petitions. Reported below: 620 F. 3d 
1062. 

No. 10–9837. Wilson v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 822. 

No. 10–9855. Buford v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 264. 

No. 10–9941. Williams v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 624 F. 3d 889. 

No. 10–10011. Grant v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 803. 

No. 10–10426. West v. Breslin, Superintendent, Arthur 
Kill Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 393. 

No. 10–10533. Baney v. Merit Systems Protection Board. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied and leave to proceed as a veteran granted. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this motion and this petition. Reported below: 415 
Fed. Appx. 244. 

No. 10–10558. Harrimon v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 410 Fed. 
Appx. 836. 

No. 10–10676. Pitts v. Glebe, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner to defer consideration of petition for writ of cer­
tiorari denied. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10698. Sime v. United States (two judgments). C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 
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No. 10–10806. Woodberry v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 423 Fed. 
Appx. 325. 

No. 10–10875. Williams v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Soto-
mayor took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. 
Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 120. 

No. 10–10892. Rojas v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 363. 

No. 10–10907. Welsh v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 214. 

No. 10–10922. Clarke v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 10–10934. Matherly v. Johns, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 427 Fed. 
Appx. 257. 

No. 10–10956. Cardona v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 420 Fed. 
Appx. 448. 

No. 10–10984. Best v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 10–11014. Kyler v. Artus, Superintendent, Clinton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 597. 

No. 10–11043. Nestor v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 
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No. 10–11073. Bohol v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 730. 

No. 10–11145. Davis v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 10–11155. Baney v. Merit Systems Protection Board. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied and leave to proceed as a veteran granted. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 455. 

No. 10–11196. Holland v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or deci­
sion of this petition. 

No. 10–11202. Hairston v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 408 Fed. 
Appx. 659. 

No. 10–11207. Miller, aka Favreau, aka Brodeau v. 
United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice So­
tomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of this peti­
tion. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 682. 

No. 10–11288. Jones v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 365. 

No. 11–44. South Carolina v. Parker. Sup. Ct. S. C. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 391 S. C. 606, 707 S. E. 2d 799. 

No. 11–64. Francarl Realty Corp. et al. v. Town of East 
Hampton, New York. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. Reported below: 400 Fed. Appx. 605. 

No. 11–86. Ciocchetti v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 422 Fed. 
Appx. 695. 
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No. 11–101. Kelley v. Chicago Park District. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Motions of Intellectual Property Law Association of Chicago 
and Blane De St. Croix et al. for leave to file briefs as amici curiae 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 290. 

No. 11–112. McNeil v. Commissioner of Internal Revenue 
et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari before judgment denied. 

No. 11–142. Kanai v. McHugh, Secretary of the Army. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
638 F. 3d 251. 

No. 11–5042. Modena v. Federal Home Loan Mortgage 
Corporation et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. The 
Chief Justice took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. 

No. 11–5045. Miller v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 912. 

No. 11–5049. Smith v. Veterans Administration et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
636 F. 3d 1306. 

No. 11–5056. Smith v. Idaho et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 364 Fed. Appx. 444. 

No. 11–5087. Adams v. Corcoran, Superintendent, Wood­
bourne Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 84. 

No. 11–5099. Walker v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5101. Keisling v. Renn et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 106. 

No. 11–5150. Kiderlen v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 
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No. 11–5152. Benjamin v. New York. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5204. Lang v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5226. Snyder v. Smith, Superintendent, Shawan­
gunk Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. 

No. 11–5229. Hall v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 395 Fed. Appx. 939. 

No. 11–5232. Garey v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5373. Crim v. Adler, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 580. 

No. 11–5390. Nelson v. JPMorgan Chase Bank et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5396. Meadows v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5474. Magassouba v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 433 Fed. 
Appx. 10. 

No. 11–5550. Morris v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5585. Edwards v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 
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No. 11–5633. Taft v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 208. 

No. 11–5641. Gonzalez v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st 
Dist. Motion of Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 50 So. 3d 633. 

No. 11–5739. Perry v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 287. 

No. 11–5778. Richardson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5826. Marcusse v. United States District Court 
for the Western District of Michigan. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5831. Maxwell v. Conway, Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. 

No. 11–5834. Carver v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 422 Fed. 
Appx. 796. 

No. 11–5846. Neston v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5856. Holmes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5859. Ashiegbu v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 419 Fed. 
Appx. 770. 
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No. 11–5865. James v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5919. Alexander v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6036. Gravely v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6094. Hunter v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 372. 

No. 11–6099. Asante v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 407 Fed. 
Appx. 484. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1243. Cunningham v. United States, 563 U. S. 990; 
and 

No. 10–10187. Williams v. Hooks, Warden, 564 U. S. 1042. 
Petitions for rehearing denied. 

October 11, 2011 

Affirmed for Absence of Quorum 

No. 10–10652. Johnson v. Obama, President of the United 
States, et al.; and Johnson v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security (Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 887). C. A. 8th 
Cir. Because the Court lacks a quorum, 28 U. S. C. § 1, and since 
the only qualified Justice is of the opinion that the case cannot 
be heard and determined at the next Term of the Court, the 
judgment is affirmed under 28 U. S. C. § 2109, which provides that 
under these circumstances “the court shall enter its order affirm­
ing the judgment of the court from which the case was brought 
for review with the same effect as upon affirmance by an equally 
divided court.” The Chief Justice, Justice Scalia, Jus­
tice Kennedy, Justice Thomas, Justice Ginsburg, Justice 
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Breyer, Justice Alito, and Justice Sotomayor took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 11–5094. Replogle v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Tapia v. United 
States, 564 U. S. 319 (2011). Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1026. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–5609. Marshall v. Stengel et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5707. Sanders v. United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan. C. A. 6th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5719. Grandoit v. Bank of America. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–5892. Yoder v. St. Mary’s Hospital (Tucson). Ct. 
App. Ariz. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–6147. Dade v. United States District Court for 
the District of Idaho. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dis­
missed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeat­
edly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to 
accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from peti­
tioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and 
the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Mar­
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tin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) 
(per curiam). Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this motion and this petition. 

No. 11–6303. Millhouse v. Zickefoose, Warden. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion and this petition. Re­
ported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 94. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11A215. Zentmyer v. United States. Application for 
certificate of appealability, addressed to Justice Thomas and re­
ferred to the Court, denied. 

No. 11M26. Moore v. California. Motion for leave to pro­
ceed in forma pauperis without an affidavit of indigency executed 
by petitioner granted. 

No. 11M27. Tates v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division; 

No. 11M30. Evans v. United States; 
No. 11M32. Steinmetz v. United States Postal Service 

et al.; 
No. 11M33. Penelope W. v. Dorothea Dix Psychiatric 

Center; and 
No. 11M34. Endencia v. Village of Streamwood, Illinois, 

et al. Motions to direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of 
certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 11M28. Atkins, Administrator of the Estate of At­
kins, Deceased v. City of Chicago, Illinois, et al. Motion 
for leave to proceed in forma pauperis without an affidavit of 
indigency executed by petitioner denied. 

No. 11M29. Carter v. United States; and 
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No. 11M31. Davis v. United States. Motions for leave to 
file petitions for writs of certiorari under seal with redacted cop­
ies for the public record granted. 

No. 11M35. Vega-Cosme v. United States. Motion to direct 
the Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out of time denied. 
Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this motion. 

No. 10–788. Rehberg v. Paulk. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari 
granted, 562 U. S. 1286.] Motion of the Solicitor General for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument denied. 

No. 10–1104. Minneci et al. v. Pollard et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. [Certiorari granted, 563 U. S. 987.] Motion of the Solicitor 
General for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus cu­
riae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–5580. Antonsson v. Kast. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Div.; 

No. 11–5718. Hirsch v. Enoch Pratt Free Library et al. 
C. A. 1st Cir.; and 

No. 11–5792. Morgan v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Motions of petitioners for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied. Petitioners are allowed until 
November 1, 2011, within which to pay the docketing fees re­
quired by Rule 38(a) and to submit petitions in compliance with 
Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–6290. In re Patterson; 
No. 11–6299. In re Lindsay; 
No. 11–6313. In re Shove et al.; 
No. 11–6321. In re Simms; 
No. 11–6339. In re Rocha; 
No. 11–6355. In re Martin; 
No. 11–6375. In re Gilyard; and 
No. 11–6493. In re McDowell. Petitions for writs of habeas 

corpus denied. 

No. 11–302. In re Simon; 
No. 11–5741. In re Parniani-Hayman; 
No. 11–6128. In re Couch; and 
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No. 11–6285. In re Moghaddam. Petitions for writs of man­
damus denied. 

No. 11–232. In re Taylor. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5810. In re Jackson. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Justice 
Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this motion 
and this petition. 

No. 11–173. In re Phillips. Petition for writ of prohibition 
denied. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 10–1042. Freeman et al. v. Quicken Loans, Inc. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 799. 

No. 10–1320. Blueford v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Cer­
tiorari granted. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 8, 370 S. W. 3d 496. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1447. Bonds v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 629 F. 3d 369. 

No. 10–1478. Henry et ux. v. Jefferson County Commis­
sion et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
637 F. 3d 269. 

No. 10–1513. Defoe, a Minor, By and Through His Parent 
and Guardian Defoe, et al. v. Spiva et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 324. 

No. 10–9659. Rocha v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 619 
F. 3d 387 and 626 F. 3d 815. 

No. 10–10351. Robinson v. Sherrod, Warden. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 839. 
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No. 10–10398. Odom v. Tennessee. Sup. Ct. Tenn. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 336 S. W. 3d 541. 

No. 10–10409. Armstrong v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10562. Fletcher v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 395. 

No. 10–10592. Holman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 755. 

No. 10–10599. McKay, aka McKay v. United States. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10825. Stabile v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 219. 

No. 10–10881. Adams v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 
Fed. Appx. 322. 

No. 10–10899. Pankey v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 529. 

No. 10–11089. Moore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 774. 

No. 10–11179. Noble v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 645. 

No. 10–11280. Gore v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–11. Spicola v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 441, 947 N. E. 2d 620. 

No. 11–16. Realcomp II, Ltd. v. Federal Trade Commis­
sion. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 
F. 3d 815. 

No. 11–46. Adar, Individually and as Parent and Next 
Friend of J. C. A–S, a Minor, et al. v. Smith, State Regis­
trar and Director, Ofące of Vital Records and Statis­
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tics, Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 146. 

No. 11–49. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylvania Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. v. Abu-Jamal. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 370. 

No. 11–115. Kendall v. Balcerzak et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 515. 

No. 11–119. Libertarian Party of New Hampshire et al. 
v. Gardner, Secretary of State of New Hampshire. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 6. 

No. 11–123. Accumarine Transportation, LP v. Regions 
Equipment Finance Corp. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 640 F. 3d 124. 

No. 11–125. Holmes v. East Cooper Community Hospital, 
Inc., et al. Sup. Ct. S. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–126. Myers v. Arkansas Department of Human 
Services (Reported below: 2011 Ark. 182, 380 S. W. 3d 906); 
Kravitz et vir v. Arkansas Department of Human Services 
(2011 Ark. 185, 380 S. W. 3d 927); Parrish et ux. v. Arkansas 
Department of Human Services (2011 Ark. 179); Reid v. Ar­
kansas Department of Human Services (2011 Ark. 187, 380 
S. W. 3d 918); and Seago v. Arkansas Department of Human 
Services (2011 Ark. 184, 380 S. W. 3d 894). Sup. Ct. Ark. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–132. Sohal v. Darrell and Jane Smith Family 
Partnership et al. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. Dist. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–147. Nordgulen v. American Family Mutual In­
surance et al. Ct. App. Wis. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 2011 WI App 1, 330 Wis. 2d 835, 794 N. W. 2d 928. 

No. 11–149. Donley v. Ordeneaux et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 519. 

No. 11–158. DiBlasio et al. v. Novello et al. C. A. 2d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 352. 
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No. 11–160. Marro v. Fauquier Hospital, Inc. Sup. Ct. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–165. Rifąn v. Maryland Department of the En­
vironment. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 189 Md. App. 720 and 726. 

No. 11–167. Sarkis v. Lajcak et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 557. 

No. 11–170. Florida v. Manuel. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 48 So. 3d 94. 

No. 11–171. Osmolski et al. v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. 
N. J., App. Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–172. Jean-Gilles v. Gilles. Ct. App. Mo., Eastern 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 330 S. W. 3d 538. 

No. 11–177. Alt et al. v. Robertson Stephens Group, Inc. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 70. 

No. 11–180. Korniawan v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. 
Appx. 232. 

No. 11–194. Sasser et al. v. Securities and Exchange 
Commission et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 338. 

No. 11–196. Godfrey v. Department of Transportation. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 306. 

No. 11–197. French et al. v. Allstate Indemnity Co. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 571. 

No. 11–198. Rojas Nieto v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. 
Appx. 385. 

No. 11–209. Bhama v. Mercy Memorial Hospital Corp. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. 
Appx. 542. 

No. 11–213. Ekokotu v. Federal Express Corp. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 331. 
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No. 11–222. Panchenko v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–225. R. O., a Minor, by His Parent and Guardian 
Ochshorn, et al. v. Ithaca City School District et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 533. 

No. 11–227. Syrian Arab Republic v. Gates, Individually 
and as Administrator of the Estate of Armstrong, et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1. 

No. 11–230. Kien-Peng Ciu et al. v. Holder, Attorney 
General. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
418 Fed. Appx. 36. 

No. 11–240. West v. Reed, Secretary of State of Wash­
ington, et al. Sup. Ct. Wash. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 170 Wash. 2d 680, 246 P. 3d 548. 

No. 11–241. West v. Doe et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–251. Wallace v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–254. Wei v. Missouri Director of Revenue. Ct. 
App. Mo., Southern Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
335 S. W. 3d 558. 

No. 11–258. Lawyer et al. v. Verizon Communications, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
434 Fed. Appx. 240. 

No. 11–263. Montgomery v. Caprock Investment Corp. 
Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
321 S. W. 3d 91. 

No. 11–272. Marchiondo v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–283. Fox v. Wardy et al. Ct. App. Tex., 8th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 318 S. W. 3d 449. 

No. 11–306. Zakharia v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 414. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



946 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 11, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 11–5171. Happ v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5184. Sanchez v. Ledezma, Warden (Reported 
below: 422 Fed. Appx. 735); and Torres v. Ledezma, Warden 
(428 Fed. Appx. 789). C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5211. Rhoades v. Henry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1027. 

No. 11–5212. Rhoades v. Henry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 598 F. 3d 495. 

No. 11–5242. Ruiz v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5246. Gayle v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5545. Gray v. Kelly, Warden. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 281 Va. 303, 707 S. E. 2d 275. 

No. 11–5561. Seaton v. Caperton. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5568. Lehr v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 227 Ariz. 140, 254 P. 3d 379. 

No. 11–5575. Valencia v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5576. Tricome v. McLaughlin et al. Sup. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5591. Collura v. City of Philadelphia, Pennsyl­
vania. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 
Fed. Appx. 256. 

No. 11–5592. McGrann v. Federal Insurance Co. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 22. 

No. 11–5593. Stanąeld v. Gonzales, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5594. Smith v. Ballard, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 255. 

No. 11–5597. Murtishaw v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 574, 247 P. 3d 941. 

No. 11–5604. Joines v. Davis, Warden. Super. Ct. Dooly 
County, Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5605. Jack v. Navy Federal Credit Union. Sup. 
Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5607. Martin v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 590. 

No. 11–5611. McCarthy v. Brown, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 248. 

No. 11–5613. Miller v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5615. Williams v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5616. Williams v. Thompson, Warden, et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 156. 

No. 11–5618. Weldon v. Pate, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 261. 

No. 11–5620. Taylor v. Visinsky et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 76. 

No. 11–5621. Kendrick v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5631. Jones v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 346, 247 P. 3d 82. 

No. 11–5635. Urbauer v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5636. Ware v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 67 So. 3d 201. 
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No. 11–5645. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 317. 

No. 11–5648. Maxwell v. White, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 939. 

No. 11–5650. Rea v. Wal-Mart Store 1105. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 700. 

No. 11–5659. Riethmiller v. Fabisiak et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5660. Sanchez v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 189, 944 N. E. 
2d 625. 

No. 11–5666. Acker v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5667. Abron v. Swarthout, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5668. Alexander v. Tennis, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Rockview, et al. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5669. Brown v. Florida. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5678. McGee v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Ill. App. 3d 1178, 2 N. E. 
3d 674. 

No. 11–5681. Shanklin v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
422 Fed. Appx. 319. 

No. 11–5684. Carter v. Chief Justice and Justices of the 
Supreme Court of Indiana et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5686. Carmell v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 331 S. W. 3d 450. 
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No. 11–5693. Mack v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5696. Smith v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 292. 

No. 11–5697. Blackburn v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 84 So. 3d 1025. 

No. 11–5700. Cooper v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 1118, 939 N. E. 
2d 136. 

No. 11–5703. Dalluge v. Washington. Sup. Ct. Wash. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5704. Swain v. Fullenkamp et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5706. Stewart v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5708. Messina v. Marshall et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5714. Koehler v. Disciplinary Counsel of Ohio. 
Sup. Ct. Ohio. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 128 Ohio 
St. 3d 1222, 2011-Ohio-2385, 947 N. E. 2d 172. 

No. 11–5715. Wilson v. Whitmore. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5489. 

No. 11–5717. Tefera v. Minnesota Commissioner of 
Human Services et al. Ct. App. Minn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5726. Lee v. Spooner Petroleum Co. et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5728. Kennedy v. Forniss, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5733. Coates v. Powell et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 471. 

No. 11–5737. Zapata v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5740. Melton v. Ger Taylor Gardens, LLC. Ct. 
App. Ohio, Cuyahoga County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5744. Walker v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 61 So. 3d 1128. 

No. 11–5746. Paige v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5747. Butts v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5748. Knight v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 4 A. 3d 686. 

No. 11–5749. Davis v. Pollock et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 517. 

No. 11–5751. Edwards v. Oregon. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 241 Ore. App. 351, 250 P. 3d 38. 

No. 11–5752. Betancort-Salazar v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. 
Ark. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5753. Moses v. North Carolina. Gen. Ct. Justice, 
Super. Ct. Div., Forsyth County, N. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5757. Zied-Campbell et vir v. Pennsylvania De­
partment of Public Welfare. Commw. Ct. Pa. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5758. LaFaele v. California (two judgments). Sup. 
Ct. Cal. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5760. Ogunsalu v. Court of Appeal of California, 
Fourth Appellate District, Division One, et al. Sup. Ct. 
Cal. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5764. Torrence v. Thompson et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 56. 

No. 11–5765. Umondak v. Ginsel. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 267. 

No. 11–5769. Matos v. Kerestes, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5770. Rushell v. Prelesnik, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5771. McCoy v. Thomas, Interim Commissioner, Al­
abama Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 739. 

No. 11–5772. Montague v. Sexton, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5773. Shahin v. Delaware Federal Credit Union. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5774. Thompson v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1171, 996 
N. E. 2d 773. 

No. 11–5775. Thompson v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylva­
nia Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 483. 

No. 11–5779. Stebbins v. Reliable Heat & Air, LLC, 
et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5780. Stebbins v. Wal-Mart Stores Arkansas, 
LLC, aka Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5783. Caldwell v. Idaho et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5785. Valdez Ruiz v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5786. Smith v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Ill. App. 3d 1104, 993 N. E. 
2d 149. 

No. 11–5789. Atkins v. Spencer, Commissioner, Massachu­
setts Department of Correction. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 47. 

No. 11–5793. O’Connor v. Brown et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5806. White v. Dickhaut, Superintendent, Souza-
Baranowski Correctional Center. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–5814. Purchase v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 60 So. 3d 1071. 

No. 11–5815. Moreno v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Ill. App. 3d 1209, 998 
N. E. 2d 715. 

No. 11–5818. Pressley v. CaroMont Health Inc. et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. 
Appx. 566. 

No. 11–5823. Mickey v. Ayers, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 606 F. 3d 1223. 

No. 11–5835. McKinney v. Jarriel, Warden. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5837. Nash v. Missouri. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 339 S. W. 3d 500. 

No. 11–5867. Pitchford v. Delaware North Cos., Inc., 
et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5897. Von Sevrence v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1174, 373 P. 3d 960. 

No. 11–5903. Mayes v. Maryland et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 240. 

No. 11–5907. Strausbaugh v. Ochoa, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5911. Bledsoe v. Tennessee. Sup. Ct. Tenn. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5928. Baker v. Gerdenich Realty Co. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5934. Taylor v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5944. Diaz v. Arnone, Commissioner, Connecticut 
Department of Correction. App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 128 Conn. App. 901, 16 A. 3d 818. 
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No. 11–5947. Figura Torrefranca v. Suter, Clerk, Su­
preme Court of the United States, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5948. Anderson-Bey v. Clements, Executive Di­
rector, Colorado Department of Corrections. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 445. 

No. 11–5956. Lopez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5957. Jackson v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5996. Gardner v. Westberg et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 168. 

No. 11–6010. Encinas v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6024. Yeadon v. Lappin, Director, Federal Bu­
reau of Prisons, et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 627. 

No. 11–6026. Johnson v. Department of the Treasury. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 964. 

No. 11–6028. Robinson v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6035. Glenmore v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 1172. 

No. 11–6041. Coleman v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 248. 

No. 11–6050. Noack v. YMCA of the Greater Houston 
Area. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 
Fed. Appx. 347. 

No. 11–6060. Clark v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 248. 
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No. 11–6066. Coningford v. Rhode Island. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 478. 

No. 11–6067. Calderon Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6068. Jordan v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6076. Thomas v. Smith, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6082. Cooke v. Swarthout, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1096. 

No. 11–6089. Moore v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1161, 373 P. 3d 944. 

No. 11–6100. Kotzev v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6105. Sinko v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 442. 

No. 11–6106. King v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 146. 

No. 11–6112. Cuellar-Montejo et al. v. United States. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6113. Donelson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 577. 

No. 11–6120. Bartholomew v. Van Boening, Superintend­
ent, McNeil Island Corrections Center. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 782. 

No. 11–6122. William v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6125. Dobson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 99. 

No. 11–6126. Collins v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 760. 
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No. 11–6132. Ramirez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 294. 

No. 11–6133. Smith v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 580. 

No. 11–6134. Pruitt v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 155. 

No. 11–6144. Custer v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6145. Dalton v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 164. 

No. 11–6146. Davis v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 32. 

No. 11–6148. Burke v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6149. Wardell v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 591 F. 3d 1279. 

No. 11–6152. Newell v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 1. 

No. 11–6154. Smoak v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6157. Mangual v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 271. 

No. 11–6158. Holmes v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 7. 

No. 11–6159. Berry v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 624 F. 3d 1031. 

No. 11–6163. Choup v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6167. Kyzar v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 630. 

No. 11–6169. Garcia-Alvarez v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6174. Garcia v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6179. McDonald v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 282. 

No. 11–6180. Udeozor, aka Obioha, aka Obiaha v. United 
States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 
Fed. Appx. 258. 

No. 11–6182. Sawyer v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6184. Ledesma v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 384. 

No. 11–6186. Killing v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 615. 

No. 11–6192. Gomes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 279 Fed. Appx. 861. 

No. 11–6198. Tibbs v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6199. Lewis v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6202. Portillo-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 11–6207. Michel v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 11–6210. Flores Lopez v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 739. 

No. 11–6211. Martin v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 174. 

No. 11–6212. Johns v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 628. 

No. 11–6213. Martinez-Sosa v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 284. 

No. 11–6215. Sierra-Ledesma v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1213. 
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No. 11–6216. Shigemura v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 1206. 

No. 11–6219. Napper v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 22 A. 3d 758. 

No. 11–6221. Loiseau v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 210. 

No. 11–6222. Silva-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 668. 

No. 11–6226. Buckles v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 883. 

No. 11–6237. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 182. 

No. 11–6242. Copeland v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 383. 

No. 11–6244. Moore v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 812. 

No. 11–6248. Springer v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6250. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6254. Weatherall v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6258. Cioni v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 276. 

No. 11–6263. Fernandez Cuesta, aka Fernandez Cuerto 
v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 880. 

No. 11–6264. Sindram v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 974. 

No. 11–6271. Massey v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6273. Baptiste, aka Baptise v. United States. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6276. James v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1333. 

No. 11–6282. Rochelle v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 275. 

No. 11–6286. Ramirez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 450. 

No. 11–6287. Sanders v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6289. Mugan v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6294. Olguin v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 384. 

No. 11–6295. Navarrete-Jimenez, aka Navarete-Jiminez 
v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 437 Fed. Appx. 595. 

No. 11–6298. Marquez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 317. 

No. 11–6300. Scott v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 791. 

No. 11–6302. Llaguno Rodriguez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 793. 

No. 11–6304. Morales-Ramirez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 796. 

No. 11–6305. Branch v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 659. 

No. 11–6307. Benavente-Franco v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 357. 

No. 11–6308. Brock v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 999. 

No. 11–6309. Brooks v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 788. 
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No. 11–6310. Acuna-Zarate v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 421. 

No. 11–6318. Salinas-Melendez, aka Salinas v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 
Fed. Appx. 433. 

No. 11–6325. McBarron v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6329. Contreras-Villegas, aka Contreras Vil­
legas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–6330. Caldera-Rayos v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 355. 

No. 11–6333. Ubele v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6334. Thelen v. Sherrod, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6337. Pantoja Carretero, aka Carretero, aka 
Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 300. 

No. 11–175. Ryan, Director, Arizona Department of Cor­
rections v. Doody. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice 
Alito would grant the petition for writ of certiorari. Reported 
below: 649 F. 3d 986. 

No. 11–195. Gomes v. Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., 
et al. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 
The Chief Justice took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. Reported below: 192 Cal. App. 4th 1149, 121 Cal. 
Rptr. 3d 819. 

No. 11–284. Lauersen v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 648 F. 
3d 115. 
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No. 11–5086. Reynolds v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5090. Benally v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 415 Fed. 
Appx. 86. 

No. 11–5663. Samuel v. Bloomberg, Mayor, City of New 
York, New York, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. 

No. 11–5790. LaFreniere v. Regents of the University 
of California. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice 
Breyer took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. 

No. 11–6195. Evans v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 358. 

No. 11–6204. Pierce v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 59. 

No. 11–6225. Batts v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 210. 

No. 11–6280. Soreide v. Zickefoose, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 418 Fed. 
Appx. 59. 

No. 11–6338. Pertil v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–8709. Bean v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division, 563 U. S. 919. Motion for leave to file petition for re­
hearing denied. 
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Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 
No. 10–10612. Olds v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Mo­

tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. 
Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded for fur­
ther consideration in light of Tapia v. United States, 564 U. S. 319 
(2011). Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 260. 

Certiorari Dismissed 
No. 11–5829. Jacob v. Houston, Director, Nebraska De­

partment of Correctional Services. C. A. 8th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6085. Zied-Campbell v. Richman, Secretary, Penn­
sylvania Department of Public Welfare, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 224. 

Miscellaneous Orders 
No. 11M36. McFadden v. United States. Motion to direct 

the Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 10–895. Gonzalez v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1003.] 
Motion of the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral 
argument as amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–8974. Perry v. New Hampshire. Sup. Ct. N. H. 
[Certiorari granted, 563 U. S. 1020.] Motion of the Solicitor Gen­
eral for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae 
and for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–5868. In re Peters. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. 

No. 11–6392. In re Davies. Petition for writ of mandamus 
and/or prohibition denied. 

Certiorari Granted 
No. 10–1491. Kiobel, Individually and on Behalf of Her 

Late Husband Kiobel, et al. v. Royal Dutch Petroleum 
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Co. et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Motion of International Law Scholars 
for leave to file a brief as amici curiae granted. Certiorari 
granted, and case to be argued in tandem with No. 11–88, Moha­
mad, Individually and for the Estate of Rahim, Deceased, et al. 
v. Palestinian Authority et al., infra. Reported below: 621 F. 
3d 111. 

No. 11–45. Elgin et al. v. Department of the Treasury 
et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 641 
F. 3d 6. 

No. 11–88. Mohamad, Individually and for the Estate 
of Rahim, Deceased, et al. v. Palestinian Authority et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari granted, and case to be argued in 
tandem with No. 10–1491, Kiobel, Individually and on Behalf of 
Her Late Husband Kiobel, et al. v. Royal Dutch Petroleum Co. 
et al., supra. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 604. 

No. 11–210. United States v. Alvarez. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 617 F. 3d 1198. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1010. Lighty v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 616 F. 3d 321. 

No. 10–1426. Busch v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 872. 

No. 10–8807. Wilson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 624 F. 3d 640. 

No. 10–9333. Wei Qin Sun v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 319. 

No. 10–9445. Pacheco-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 403 Fed. Appx. 941. 

No. 10–9746. Guerrero-Campos v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Fed. Appx. 919. 

No. 10–10340. Wesevich v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 620. 

No. 10–10487. McClendon v. Rednour, Warden. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10544. Mason v. New York; and 
No. 10–10944. Rabb v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certio­

rari denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 145, 945 N. E. 2d 447. 

No. 10–10814. Gentry v. Sinclair, Superintendent, Wash­
ington State Penitentiary. Sup. Ct. Wash. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 170 Wash. 2d 711, 245 P. 3d 766. 

No. 10–11097. Mays v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–58. Gentry v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 788. 

No. 11–69. Arthur v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 71 So. 3d 733. 

No. 11–181. McWilliams v. Destin Holiday Beach Resort 
et al. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 58 
So. 3d 261. 

No. 11–183. Seneca Telephone Co. v. Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma, dba White Loon Construction Co. Sup. Ct. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 OK 15, 253 P. 3d 53. 

No. 11–185. Koziol v. Grievance Committee of the Fifth 
Judicial District of New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 16 N. Y. 3d 853, 947 N. E. 2d 159. 

No. 11–186. Kimm v. Shin Auk Kang. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–187. ZL Technologies Inc. v. Gartner Group, Inc., 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 
Fed. Appx. 547. 

No. 11–188. Quinn v. Nafta Traders, Inc. Sup. Ct. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 339 S. W. 3d 84. 

No. 11–193. USI MidAtlantic, Inc., et al. v. William A. 
Graham Co., dba Graham Co. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 646 F. 3d 138. 

No. 11–201. Kliesh v. Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 
Fed. Appx. 268. 
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No. 11–203. Poles v. Sikowitz. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–219. Jackson, as Next Friend and Parent of Jack­
son, a Minor v. Nixon et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 469 Fed. Appx. 411. 

No. 11–271. Speed v. Hall, Warden. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–289. Cheek v. Jennings et al. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–303. Abbott et al. v. Guenther. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 312. 

No. 11–317. El Bey v. Kravitz, Judge, United States Dis­
trict Court for the District of Connecticut, et al.; and 
Derisme v. Bank of America, NA. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–323. Gomez-Gomez v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 463. 

No. 11–5302. Farmer v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 163. 

No. 11–5343. Gonsales Campos v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 
906. 

No. 11–5393. Savillon-Matute v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 119. 

No. 11–5803. Boger v. Young, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 279. 

No. 11–5804. Booker v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 141, 245 P. 3d 366. 

No. 11–5811. Robinson v. Easterling, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 439. 

No. 11–5816. Dixon v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 226 Ariz. 545, 250 P. 3d 1174. 
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No. 11–5817. Wilson v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5820. Vazquez Riquelme v. de Jesus et al. Sup. 
Ct. P. R. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5828. Lofton v. Steward, Warden. Ct. Crim. App. 
Tenn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5843. Wright v. Old Castle Glass Inc. et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5845. Miller v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5850. Hunt v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 268. 

No. 11–5860. Meders v. Hall, Warden. Super. Ct. Butts 
County, Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5861. Mendez v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5869. Cave v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 739. 

No. 11–5873. Gaskins v. Duval. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 443. 

No. 11–5878. Moliere v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5879. Wilson v. Trevino, Acting Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5881. Tidwell v. Butler, Warden, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 
979. 

No. 11–5883. Bell v. HCR Manor Care Facility of Win­
ter Park et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 432 Fed. Appx. 908. 
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No. 11–5887. J’Eronn v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5891. Miller v. In re Application of County 
Treasurer for Judgment and Order of Sale Against 
Lands and Lots Returned Delinquent for Non-Payment 
of General Taxes and/or Special Assessment. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5895. Cook v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 12th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5898. White v. Smereka et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 714. 

No. 11–5900. Strujan v. Teachers College of Columbia 
University et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5902. Mingo v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5904. StefĆer v. Coursey, Superintendent, East­
ern Oregon Correctional Institution. Sup. Ct. Ore. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5905. Rodriguez-Barrera v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5906. Reed v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 279, 938 N. E. 
2d 199. 

No. 11–5908. Song v. Gipson et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 506. 

No. 11–5909. Anthony v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 1260. 

No. 11–5913. Stewart v. Yates, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5915. Rabb v. Georgia Paciąc, LLC, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5918. Blocker v. Martell, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5920. Pearson v. Trinity Yachts et al. Sup. Ct. 
Miss. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5922. Arias v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 4th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5933. Wells v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 1279. 

No. 11–5961. Major v. McDaniel, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 805. 

No. 11–5977. Mennick v. Zmuda, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 564. 

No. 11–5979. Sanchez v. Suffolk County Probation De­
partment. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5994. Zeininger v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Mass. 775, 947 
N. E. 2d 1060. 

No. 11–6005. Greenleaf v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 763. 

No. 11–6040. DeBerry v. Davis et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 11–6043. Connelly v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylva­
nia Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6064. Carson v. Hudson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 560. 

No. 11–6073. Bhatti v. Collector of Revenue of the City 
of St. Louis, Missouri, et al. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 334 S. W. 3d 444. 

No. 11–6083. Ellis v. Nebraska. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 281 Neb. 571, 799 N. W. 2d 267. 

No. 11–6088. Drawbaugh v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 23 A. 2d 563. 

No. 11–6119. Washington v. School Board of Hillsbor­
ough County. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6121. Ash v. Nish et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6124. Chavez v. Grounds, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6151. McInerney v. Lakes Crossing Center. Sup. 
Ct. Nev. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1159, 373 
P. 3d 941. 

No. 11–6162. Clark v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6166. Graham v. Fuertes Rosario et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 226. 

No. 11–6173. Heffernan v. Harris, Deputy Director, Ar­
kansas Department of Correction, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 706. 

No. 11–6251. Walker v. Mitchell County Board of Com­
missioners. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6252. Muslim v. Ricci, Administrator, New Jersey 
State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6268. Tsosie v. Garrett, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 262. 

No. 11–6292. Rodriguez v. Lewis et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 352. 

No. 11–6320. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 805. 

No. 11–6343. Maldonado-Gonzales, aka Rivera-Vega v. 
United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 444 Fed. Appx. 632. 

No. 11–6346. Williams v. Drew, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 480. 

No. 11–6347. Voneida v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6350. Takacs v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 73. 

No. 11–6352. Cox v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 391 Fed. Appx. 756. 

No. 11–6358. Adionser v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 305. 

No. 11–6362. Foy v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 455. 

No. 11–6368. Fountain v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 304. 

No. 11–6369. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 909. 

No. 11–6370. Grifąn v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 574. 

No. 11–6371. Goodman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 197. 

No. 11–6374. Guillen v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 816. 

No. 11–6376. Hopson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 532. 

No. 11–6379. Velasquez v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 600. 

No. 11–6389. Hernandez-Herrera v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 382. 

No. 11–6401. Galindo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6404. Hickman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 756. 

No. 11–6412. Cover v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6421. Vela v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 288. 
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No. 11–6423. Adkins v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 471. 

No. 11–6431. Cardenas v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6434. Chon v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 730. 

No. 11–6435. Chung v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 906. 

No. 11–6437. Dickerson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6452. Elam v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 593. 

No. 11–6453. Erickson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 1288. 

No. 11–6457. Miller v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 287. 

No. 11–6466. Blancarte v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 455. 

No. 11–6468. Fleming v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6469. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 148. 

No. 11–6473. Meeks v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 522. 

No. 11–6486. Jackson-Plascencia v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 954. 

No. 11–6495. Ridley v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 10–1404. United States v. New York et al.; and
 
No. 10–1420. Oneida Indian Nation of New York et al.
 

v. County of Oneida, New York, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 971 

565 U. S. October 17, 19, 20, 25, 2011 

rari denied. Justice Ginsburg and Justice Sotomayor would 
grant the petitions for writs of certiorari. Reported below: 617 
F. 3d 114. 

No. 10–1510. Prison Legal News v. Executive Ofące for 
United States Attorneys. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 1243. 

No. 11–189. Colony Cove Properties, LLC v. City of Car­
son, California, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Motions of Cato Insti­
tute et al. and Western Manufactured Housing Communities Asso­
ciation for leave to file briefs as amici curiae granted. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 948. 

No. 11–6359. Allen v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 285. 

October 19, 2011 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–133. Rausch v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari dismissed under this Court’s Rule 46. Reported below: 
638 F. 3d 1296. 

October 20, 2011 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–6057. Loyd v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari dis­
missed under this Court’s Rule 46.1. Reported below: 288 Ga. 
481, 705 S. E. 2d 616. 

October 25, 2011 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 11A412. M. H. v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Appli­
cation for stay, presented to Justice Kennedy, and by him re­
ferred to the Court, denied. 
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October 27, 2011 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–7054 (11A432). Garcia v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented 
to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. 

October 28, 2011 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 10–224. National Meat Assn. v. Harris, Attorney 
General of California, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari 
granted, 564 U. S. 1036.] Motion of the Solicitor General for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument granted. Motion of respondents Humane Society of the 
United States et al. for divided argument denied. 

No. 10–879. Kurns, Executrix of the Estate of Corson, 
Deceased, et al. v. Railroad Friction Products Corp. 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. [Certiorari granted, 563 U. S. 1032.] Mo­
tion of the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argu­
ment as amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–1211. Vartelas v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 2d Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of 
petitioner to dispense with printing the joint appendix granted. 

No. 10–1261. Credit Suisse Securities (USA) LLC et al. 
v. Simmonds. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1036.] 
Motion of the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral 
argument as amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 
The Chief Justice took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this motion. 

No. 10–7387. Setser v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
[Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1004.] Motion of the Solicitor Gen­
eral for divided argument granted. 

October 31, 2011 

Affirmed on Appeal 

No. 11–82. Mississippi State Conference of the Na­
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo­
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ple et al. v. Barbour, Governor of Mississippi, et al. Af­
firmed on appeal from D. C. S. D. Miss. 

Certiorari Granted—Reversed and Remanded. (See No. 10–1115, 
ante, p. 1.) 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–1450. Sonic-Calabasas A, Inc. v. Moreno. Sup. Ct. 
Cal. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded 
for further consideration in light of AT&T Mobility LLC v. Con­
cepcion, 563 U. S. 333 (2011). Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 659, 
247 P. 3d 130. 

No. 10–1499. L. Perrigo Co. v. Gaeta et ux., Individually 
and as Guardian ad Litem for A. G., a Minor. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded for fur­
ther consideration in light of PLIVA, Inc. v. Mensing, 564 U. S. 
604 (2011). Reported below: 630 F. 3d 1225. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–5942. Muhammad v. Sapp et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–5972. Thomas v. Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice Board et al. Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. Motion of peti­
tioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certio­
rari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has 
repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not 
to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from peti­
tioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and 
the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Mar­
tin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) 
(per curiam). 

No. 11–6143. Crutcher v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



974 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 31, 2011 565 U. S. 

certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 127 Nev. 1128, 373 P. 3d 
907. 

No. 11–6265. Townsend v. Jacks. C. A. 8th Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported 
below: 417 Fed. Appx. 577. 

No. 11–6657. Akbar v. Jett, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported 
below: 429 Fed. Appx. 627. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. D–2555. In re Disbarment of Shepherd. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 562 U. S. 816.] 

No. D–2588. In re Disbarment of Osborne. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1015.] 

No. D–2589. In re Disbarment of Alderman. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2591. In re Disbarment of Jones. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2592. In re Disbarment of Kordell. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2593. In re Disbarment of Losey. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2594. In re Disbarment of Tabachnick. Disbar­
ment entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2595. In re Disbarment of Whitebook. Disbar­
ment entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. D–2596. In re Disbarment of Pleshaw. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1017.] 
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No. D–2597. In re Disbarment of Silva. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1017.] 

No. D–2598. In re Disbarment of Bryant. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1033.] 

No. D–2599. In re Disbarment of King. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1034.] 

No. D–2600. In re Disbarment of King. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1034.] 

No. D–2601. In re Disbarment of Cramer. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1034.] 

No. D–2602. In re Disbarment of Droz. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1034.] 

No. D–2603. In re Disbarment of Luongo. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1034.] 

No. 11M37. Lee et al. v. Central Presbytery of the Ko­
rean Presbyterian Church of America; 

No. 11M38. Lee v. Central Presbytery of the Korean 
Presbyterian Church of America; and 

No. 11M39. Smith v. Kirkland, Warden, et al. Motions to 
direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of 
time denied. 

No. 11–5980. Starbala et ux. v. Homecomings Financial 
Networks, Inc. App. Ct. Conn. Motion of petitioners for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied. Petitioners are allowed 
until November 21, 2011, within which to pay the docketing fee 
required by Rule 38(a) and to submit a petition in compliance 
with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–6661. In re Swain. Petition for writ of habeas cor­
pus denied. 

No. 11–6623. In re Cox. Motion of petitioner for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of habeas 
corpus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–5945. In re Schied; 
No. 11–6025. In re Webb; 
No. 11–6046. In re Robertson; 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



976 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

October 31, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 11–6052. 
No. 11–6075. 
No. 11–6377. 

In re Pleasant; 
In re Bowens; and 
In re Sears. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

denied. 

No. 11–256. In re Vey. Petition for writ of mandamus and/ 
or prohibition denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1445. Temperly v. Indiana. Ct. App. Ind. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 933 N. E. 2d 558. 

No. 10–1448. Varughese v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 272. 

No. 10–1535. Villanueva v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 638. 

No. 10–10352. Crawford v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 738. 

No. 10–10784. Miller v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 841. 

No. 10–10954. McClure v. Oregon Department of Cor­
rections et al. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11137. Parkes v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11143. Mars v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 913. 

No. 10–11193. Chamberlin v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 55 So. 3d 1046. 

No. 10–11211. Kyei v. Oregon Department of Transporta­
tion et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–2. Stryker Corp. et al. v. Bausch. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 546. 

No. 11–80. Gila River Indian Community v. Lyon. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 1059. 

No. 11–113. Doninger v. Niehoff et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 334. 
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No. 11–131. Barr Laboratories, Inc., et al. v. Cancer Re­
search Technology Ltd. et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 724. 

No. 11–156. Rhodes et al. v. E. I. du Pont de Nemours & 
Co. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 
F. 3d 88. 

No. 11–174. Garden Grove Uniąed School District v. C. B., 
a Minor, By and Through His Guardian ad Litem Baquer­
izo. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 
F. 3d 1155. 

No. 11–211. Live Gold Operations, Inc. v. Dow, Attorney 
General of New Jersey. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 650 F. 3d 223. 

No. 11–216. Carrera et al. v. Commercial Coating Serv­
ices International, Ltd., et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 334. 

No. 11–223. Tinsley v. Barksdale. Ct. App. D. C. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–231. Downing/Salt Pond Partners, L. P. v. Rhode 
Island et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 643 F. 3d 16. 

No. 11–242. Woodruff v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 6th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 330 S. W. 3d 709. 

No. 11–243. Salazar et al. v. City of Maywood, Califor­
nia, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
414 Fed. Appx. 73. 

No. 11–244. Paramount Contractors & Developers, Inc. 
v. City of Los Angeles, California. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 662. 

No. 11–248. Meza-Corano et al. v. Holder, Attorney 
General. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–253. King v. Pfeiffer. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 194 Md. App. 730 and 733. 

No. 11–255. Tinsley v. Barksdale. Ct. App. D. C. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 17 A. 3d 1197. 
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No. 11–259. Flint v. Churchill Downs Inc. et al. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–261. Podaras v. City of Menlo Park, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 
Fed. Appx. 614. 

No. 11–264. Borst v. Missouri. Ct. App. Mo., Western Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 337 S. W. 3d 95. 

No. 11–267. Krasner v. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–268. Hayden v. Green. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 150. 

No. 11–270. Poles v. Brooklyn Community Housing and 
Services et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–273. Torgerson et al. v. City of Rochester, Min­
nesota. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 
F. 3d 1031. 

No. 11–276. Leon v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 357. 

No. 11–285. Noel et al. v. Artson et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 580. 

No. 11–286. Primm v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga County. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011-Ohio-328. 

No. 11–291. Gabay v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 649. 

No. 11–294. Kentucky v. Cobb. Ct. App. Ky. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–308. Thomas et al. v. Alcoser et al. Ct. App. Cal., 
1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–309. Tides et al. v. Boeing Co. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 809. 
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No. 11–310. Sandor Montero v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 738. 

No. 11–319. Fox v. Bakery, Confectionery, Tobacco Work­
ers and Grain Millers International Union, Local No. 24, 
AFL–CIO, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 428 Fed. Appx. 767. 

No. 11–320. Higerd v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 54 So. 3d 513. 

No. 11–321. Giles v. Wal-Mart Stores East, LP. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 
816. 

No. 11–325. Allison v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 403 
Fed. Appx. 866. 

No. 11–328. Stine v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 979. 

No. 11–330. Brown v. North Carolina. Gen. Ct. Justice, 
Super. Ct. Div., Wake County, N. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–331. Marcello v. Internal Revenue Service. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. 
Appx. 560. 

No. 11–346. American Central City, Inc. v. Joint Ante­
lope Valley Authority et al. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 281 Neb. 742, 807 N. W. 2d 170. 

No. 11–351. Noorzai v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 54. 

No. 11–352. Oppliger et al. v. United States. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 889. 

No. 11–353. United States ex rel. Ubl v. IIF Data Solu­
tions, Inc., et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 650 F. 3d 445. 

No. 11–361. Alexander v. Ohio State University College 
of Social Work et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 481. 
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No. 11–366. Ringgold-Lockhart et al. v. Sankary et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–370. O’Connell v. Miller-Stout, Superintendent, 
Airway Heights Corrections Center. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–371. Tran v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 227. 

No. 11–387. Leightey v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 836. 

No. 11–392. Lombard v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 5. 

No. 11–5253. Fletcher v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5328. Sanborn v. Parker, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 554. 

No. 11–5551. Vasquez-Diaz v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 576. 

No. 11–5552. Waldren v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 374. 

No. 11–5606. Kalfountzos v. United States Railroad Re­
tirement Board. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 427 Fed. Appx. 612. 

No. 11–5925. Aguilar v. Adams, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5926. Blake v. San Francisco Police Department 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5927. Baden v. City of Wheaton, Illinois, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. 
Appx. 628. 

No. 11–5932. Mitchell v. Howes, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5936. Derringer v. Arizona et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5937. Schied v. Ward et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5943. Norington v. Butts, Superintendent, Pen­
dleton Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5953. Murray v. District of Columbia Depart­
ment of Employment Services et al. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 1173. 

No. 11–5958. Clark v. Coffee. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5960. Meyers v. Minnesota. Ct. App. Minn. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5962. Jelani v. Province, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 774. 

No. 11–5963. Jones v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 3d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 772. 

No. 11–5965. Johnson v. Brown, Superintendent, Wabash 
Valley Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–5967. Dollery v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 9th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5969. Wallace v. Kentucky. Sup. Ct. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–5971. Williams v. Virginia et al. Sup. Ct. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5974. Law v. Ochoa, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5983. Belcher v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 692. 

No. 11–5989. Van de Viver v. Artus, Superintendent, 
Clinton Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–5993. Marlar v. Riley, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 182. 

No. 11–5995. Grange v. Southeastern Mechanical Serv­
ices, Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
427 Fed. Appx. 269. 

No. 11–5997. Moreno v. Yates, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5999. Gonzalez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 629 F. 3d 1219. 

No. 11–6011. Clanton v. Schlegel Systems, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6013. Gross v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 259. 

No. 11–6015. Schied v. Snyder et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6021. Sapanara v. Thomas, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6023. Smith v. Bowersox, Superintendent, South 
Central Correctional Facility. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6027. Manzella v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­
ferson City Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6038. Carter v. Campbell. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6042. Collins v. City of Jacksonville, Florida. 
Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 54 So. 3d 973. 

No. 11–6044. Colon v. Burnett, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6045. Rodriguez v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1202, 997 
N. E. 2d 1010. 
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No. 11–6047. Soja v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6051. Parker v. Jones, Director, Oklahoma De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 824. 

No. 11–6054. Springs v. New York City Board of Educa­
tion et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6055. Roberson v. Mississippi. Ct. App. Miss. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 61 So. 3d 204. 

No. 11–6058. Ortiz v. Pennsylvania et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6059. Espie v. Rivard, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6062. Carey v. Roy, Commissioner, Minnesota De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6063. Davis v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6069. Mansor-Hopkinson v. La Maison Manage­
ment, LLC, et al. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6070. Pritchard et ux. v. Dow Agro Sciences 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 
Fed. Appx. 102. 

No. 11–6071. Brandon v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6072. Brown v. McDonalds USA, LLC, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 
700. 

No. 11–6074. Byrd v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6077. Morris v. Curtin, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6078. Miniard v. Supreme Court of Ohio et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6081. Chapa v. Cooper, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6084. Singleton v. Byars, Director, South Caro­
lina Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 431. 

No. 11–6086. Webb v. Oney, Judge, Court of Common 
Pleas of Ohio, Butler County, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6090. Evans v. Hernandez et al. Ct. App. Tex., 
13th Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6091. Perez v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6098. Bivert v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 96, 254 P. 3d 300. 

No. 11–6101. Jones v. Maryland State’s Attorney Ofące. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. 
Appx. 262. 

No. 11–6102. Lewis v. Florida et al. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 58 So. 3d 264. 

No. 11–6104. Kalfountzos v. City of Sacramento, Cali­
fornia, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6107. Tompson v. Massachusetts Department of 
Mental Health. App. Ct. Mass. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 76 Mass. App. 586, 924 N. E. 2d 747. 

No. 11–6108. Juarbe v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6109. Junier v. Conrad et al. App. Ct. Mass. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 1113, 945 N. E. 
2d 438. 

No. 11–6110. Alexander v. Clements, Executive Direc­
tor, Colorado Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 
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10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 
738. 

No. 11–6111. Artis v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
2d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 App. Div. 
3d 848, 909 N. Y. S. 2d 381. 

No. 11–6114. Rocha v. Feinerman. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6115. Song v. Welch et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 213. 

No. 11–6116. Singleton v. Ten Unidentified United 
States Marshals. Sup. Ct. S. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6118. Littlejohn v. Reynolds, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 215. 

No. 11–6127. Easley v. California et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 583. 

No. 11–6130. Kim v. Hense, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6131. Jackson v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6135. Mitchell v. Gershen et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 466 Fed. Appx. 84. 

No. 11–6136. Norouzian v. Truman Medical Center, Inc. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6137. Szmania v. Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. 
Ct. App. Wash. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 160 Wash. 
App. 1002. 

No. 11–6139. Evans v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 236. 

No. 11–6140. Carnley v. Morgan, Sheriff, Escambia 
County, Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 60 So. 3d 1054. 
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No. 11–6141. Feldman v. Twentieth Century Fox et al. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6142. Hammontree v. Horel, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6150. Reeves v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 57 So. 3d 874. 

No. 11–6155. Sanjari v. Gratzol. Ct. App. Ind. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6156. Richardson v. Walker, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6161. Black v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6170. Hallford v. Mendez et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 621. 

No. 11–6171. Mitchell v. Missouri. Ct. App. Mo., Western 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 337 S. W. 3d 68. 

No. 11–6172. Northup v. Ginsel, Warden, et al. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6175. Hill v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6177. Gleason v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. (two 
judgments). C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6185. Manigaulte v. C. W. Post of Long Island 
University. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6188. Joe v. Walgreens Co. /ILL et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 928. 

No. 11–6189. Harrison v. Lawler, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6191. Ibarra-Perez v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6203. McKinstry v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6214. Maxson v. Woods, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6235. Bermudez v. Conway, Superintendent, 
Attica Correctional Facility, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6236. Blanchard v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1195, 997 
N. E. 2d 1007. 

No. 11–6238. Barker v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6243. Dumont v. Morgan Stanley & Co. et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6249. Romero v. Ryan, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 425. 

No. 11–6259. Christmas v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Ill. App. 3d 1206, 998 
N. E. 2d 714. 

No. 11–6260. Stevenson v. Shoup et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 312. 

No. 11–6267. Wade v. Peterson. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 354. 

No. 11–6269. Wilkins v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011 Ark. 169. 

No. 11–6274. Bigham v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 63 So. 3d 748. 

No. 11–6275. Allen v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6279. Randolph v. Bodison, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 227. 
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No. 11–6284. Porto v. City of Laguna Beach, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 
Fed. Appx. 594. 

No. 11–6296. Occhione v. Babbitt, Administrator, Fed­
eral Aviation Administration. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 255. 

No. 11–6312. Amerson v. City of Des Moines, Iowa. Ct. 
App. Iowa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 801 N. W. 2d 32. 

No. 11–6326. Davis v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6327. Dubois v. Maine. Sup. Jud. Ct. Me. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6328. Cunningham v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6331. Thornton v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6340. Skamfer v. Pollard, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6342. Putney v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 377 Fed. Appx. 302. 

No. 11–6348. Williams v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI App 58, 332 Wis. 2d 
805, 798 N. W. 2d 320. 

No. 11–6361. Hatąeld v. United States; and 
No. 11–6607. Hatąeld v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 648. 

No. 11–6363. Greer v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 608. 

No. 11–6373. Hudson v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 619. 

No. 11–6381. Webster v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veter­
ans Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 428 Fed. Appx. 976. 
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No. 11–6382. Brown v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 289 Ga. 259, 710 S. E. 2d 751. 

No. 11–6388. Mazyck v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 225. 

No. 11–6396. Goodman v. Kerestes, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Mahanoy. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6398. Harper v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6407. Horton v. Thomas, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Chester, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6416. El-Amin v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6418. Yaacov v. Tibbals, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6419. Vargas v. Gonzalez, Acting Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6429. Collier v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6458. Robertson v. Cartinhour. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 1. 

No. 11–6465. Amr v. Moore et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 584. 

No. 11–6474. Phiffer v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010 WI App 33, 323 Wis. 2d 822, 
781 N. W. 2d 550. 

No. 11–6475. McKinney v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 66 So. 3d 852. 

No. 11–6484. Tierney v. Hawaii. Int. Ct. App. Haw. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 125 Haw. 246, 257 P. 3d 1223. 
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No. 11–6485. Del Valle v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6492. Guadalupe Mendoza v. United States. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6496. Smith v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6502. Mickens v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 82 
App. Div. 3d 430, 917 N. Y. S. 2d 630. 

No. 11–6503. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 800. 

No. 11–6504. Mercer v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6505. Van v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas Depart­
ment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 2011 Ark. 287. 

No. 11–6508. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 410. 

No. 11–6509. Lewis v. Bergh, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6513. Walcott v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 860. 

No. 11–6515. Zavala v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6516. Valdes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 873. 

No. 11–6522. Seay v. O’Brien, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 610. 

No. 11–6525. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 276. 

No. 11–6526. Katopodis v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 902. 
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No. 11–6530. Conway v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6536. Dickerson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 252. 

No. 11–6539. Dillard v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 158. 

No. 11–6540. Rochin-Jerez, aka Camargo-Peralta v. 
United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 438 Fed. Appx. 619. 

No. 11–6541. Rodriguez-Saucedo v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6542. Williams v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 321. 

No. 11–6544. Avila v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6545. Rodriguez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 28. 

No. 11–6546. Shields v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 437. 

No. 11–6547. Snell v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 80. 

No. 11–6552. Carrillo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 325. 

No. 11–6553. Canty v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 826. 

No. 11–6555. Alas v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 164. 

No. 11–6556. Brown v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 339. 

No. 11–6557. Lechuga-Guerrero v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 295. 

No. 11–6558. Pleasant-Bey v. United States. Ct. App. 
D. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 988 A. 2d 496. 
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No. 11–6561. Abebe v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 221. 

No. 11–6562. Wisecarver v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 764. 

No. 11–6564. Bennett v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 228. 

No. 11–6567. Rountree, aka Hawkins v. Balicki, Adminis­
trator, South Woods State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 530. 

No. 11–6569. Rodriguez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 126. 

No. 11–6570. Brown v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 61. 

No. 11–6574. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 616. 

No. 11–6575. Ladson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 1335. 

No. 11–6576. Ligons v. King, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6583. Duran-Garcia, aka Jimenez, aka Garson-
Duran v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 850. 

No. 11–6584. Delorme v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 886. 

No. 11–6585. Christensen v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 643. 

No. 11–6588. Scott v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 869. 

No. 11–6595. Zaidi v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6596. Talik v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 235. 
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No. 11–6600. Graure v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6603. Gathrite v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 316. 

No. 11–6604. Gonzalez-Huerta v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 679. 

No. 11–6610. Olivas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6622. Cubie v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 368. 

No. 11–6625. Perkins v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1062. 

No. 11–6630. Wesley v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 11–6632. Builes v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6635. Tolliver v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 448. 

No. 11–6642. Carter v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 483. 

No. 11–6643. Lamar v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 704. 

No. 11–6650. Valadez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6651. Paul v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 668. 

No. 11–6652. McCaw v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6653. Curry v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 11–6659. Sanabria Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 
664. 
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No. 11–6662. Rice v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 289. 

No. 11–6672. Lerma v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 673. 

No. 11–6674. Styers v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 227 Ariz. 186, 254 P. 3d 1132. 

No. 11–6676. Arias v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 923. 

No. 11–6681. Clark v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 228. 

No. 11–6685. Dicks v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6693. Acosta-Gallardo v. United States. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 1109. 

No. 11–6695. Pascual v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6699. Medina-Flores v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6700. Scott v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 103. 

No. 11–6709. Louis v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 227. 

No. 11–6721. Wilson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 376 Fed. Appx. 972. 

No. 11–6726. Simpson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 300. 

No. 10–1276. Utah Highway Patrol Assn. v. American 
Atheists, Inc., et al.; and 

No. 10–1297. Davenport et al. v. American Atheists, Inc., 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: No. 
10–1276, 616 F. 3d 1145; No. 10–1297, 637 F. 3d 1095. 

Justice Thomas, dissenting. 
Today the Court rejects an opportunity to provide clarity to 

an Establishment Clause jurisprudence in shambles. A sharply 
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994 Thomas, J., dissenting 

divided Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit has declared un­
constitutional a private association’s efforts to memorialize slain 
police officers with white roadside crosses, holding that the 
crosses convey to a reasonable observer that the State of Utah is 
endorsing Christianity. The Tenth Circuit’s opinion is one of the 
latest in a long line of “ ‘religious display’ ” decisions that, because 
of this Court’s nebulous Establishment Clause analyses, turn on 
little more than “judicial predilections.” See Van Orden v. Perry, 
545 U. S. 677, 696, 697 (2005) (Thomas, J., concurring). Because 
our jurisprudence has confounded the lower courts and rendered 
the constitutionality of displays of religious imagery on govern­
ment property anyone’s guess, I would grant certiorari. 

I 

The Utah Highway Patrol Association (Association) is a private 
organization dedicated to supporting Utah Highway Patrol offi­
cers and their families.1 In 1998, the Association began commem­
orating officers who died in the line of duty by placing memorials, 
in the form of 12- by 6-foot white crosses, at or near locations 
where the officers were killed. The fallen officer’s name, rank, 
and badge number are emblazoned across the full length of the 
horizontal beam of each memorial. The vertical beam bears the 
symbol of the Utah Highway Patrol, the year of the officer’s 
death, and a plaque displaying the officer’s picture, his biographi­
cal information, and details of his death. To date, the Association 
has erected 13 cross memorials. 

The Association chose the cross because it believed that crosses 
are used both generally in cemeteries to commemorate the dead 
and specifically by uniformed services to memorialize those who 
died in the line of duty. The Association also believed that only 
the cross effectively and simultaneously conveyed the messages 
of death, honor, remembrance, gratitude, sacrifice, and safety that 
the Association wished to communicate to the public. Surviving 
family members of the fallen officers approved each memorial, 
and no family ever requested that the Association use a symbol 
other than the cross. 

The private Association designed, funded, owns, and maintains 
the memorials. To ensure that the memorials would be visible 

1 These cases were decided on a motion for summary judgment. These facts 
are undisputed. 
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to the public, safe to view, and near the spot of the officers’ 
deaths, the Association requested and received permission from 
the State of Utah to erect some of the memorials on roadside 
public rights-of-way, at rest areas, and on the lawn of the Utah 
Highway Patrol office. In the permit, the State expressed that 
it “neither approves or disapproves the memorial marker.” Brief 
in Opposition 3, n. 3 (internal quotation marks omitted). 

Respondents, American Atheists, Inc., and some of its members, 
sued several state officials, alleging that the State violated the 
Establishment Clause of the First Amendment, as incorporated 
by the Fourteenth Amendment, because most of the crosses were 
on state property and all of the crosses bore the Utah Highway 
Patrol’s symbol. The Association, a petitioner along with the 
state officials in this Court, intervened to defend the memori­
als. The District Court granted summary judgment in favor of 
petitioners. 

A panel of the Tenth Circuit reversed. As an initial matter, 
the panel noted that this Court remains “sharply divided on the 
standard governing Establishment Clause cases.” American 
Atheists, Inc. v. Duncan, 616 F. 3d 1145, 1156 (2010). The panel 
therefore looked to Circuit precedent to determine the applicable 
standard and then applied the so-called “Lemon/endorsement 
test,” which asks whether the challenged governmental practice 
has the actual purpose of endorsing religion or whether it has 
that effect from the perspective of a “reasonable observer.” Id., 
at 1156, 1157; see County of Allegheny v. American Civil Liber­
ties Union, Greater Pittsburgh Chapter, 492 U. S. 573, 592–594 
(1989) (modifying the three-pronged test of Lemon v. Kurtzman, 
403 U. S. 602 (1971), which considered whether a government ac­
tion has a secular purpose, has the primary effect of advancing or 
inhibiting religion, or fosters an excessive entanglement between 
government and religion). The court concluded that, even though 
the cross memorials had a secular purpose, they would nonethe­
less “convey to a reasonable observer that the state of Utah is 
endorsing Christianity.” 616 F. 3d, at 1160. This was so, the 
court concluded, because a cross is “the preeminent symbol of 
Christianity,” and the crosses stood alone, on public land, bearing 
the Utah Highway Patrol’s emblem. Ibid. According to the 
panel, none of the other “contextualizing facts” sufficiently re­
duced the memorials’ message of religious endorsement. Id., at 
1161. 
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The Tenth Circuit denied rehearing en banc, with four judges 
dissenting. The dissenters criticized the panel for presuming that 
the crosses were unconstitutional and then asking whether con­
textual factors were sufficient to rebut that presumption. In­
stead, the dissenters argued, the panel should have considered 
whether the crosses amounted to an endorsement of religion in 
the first place in light of their physical characteristics, location 
near the site of the officer’s death, commemorative purpose, selec­
tion by surviving family members, and disavowal by the State. 
637 F. 3d 1095, 1103–1105 (2010) (opinion of Kelly, J.). The dis­
senters also criticized the panel’s “unreasonable ‘reasonable ob­
server,’ ” id., at 1104, describing him as “biased, replete with 
foibles, and prone to mistake,” id., at 1108 (opinion of Gorsuch, 
J.). Noting that the court “continue[d] to apply (or misapply) a 
reasonable observer/endorsement test that has come under much 
recent scrutiny,” the dissenters emphasized that the panel’s deci­
sion was “worthy of review.” Id., at 1109–1110 (same). 

II 
Unsurprisingly, the Tenth Circuit relied on its own precedent, 

rather than on any of this Court’s cases, when it selected the 
Lemon/endorsement test as its governing analysis. Our jurispru­
dence provides no principled basis by which a lower court could 
discern whether Lemon/endorsement, or some other test, should 
apply in Establishment Clause cases. Some of our cases have 
simply ignored the Lemon or Lemon/endorsement formulations. 
See, e. g., Zelman v. Simmons-Harris, 536 U. S. 639 (2002); Good 
News Club v. Milford Central School, 533 U. S. 98 (2001); Marsh 
v. Chambers, 463 U. S. 783 (1983). Other decisions have indicated 
that the Lemon/endorsement test is useful, but not binding. 
Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U. S. 668, 679 (1984) (despite Lemon’s 
usefulness, we are “unwillin[g] to be confined to any single test 
or criterion in this sensitive area”); Hunt v. McNair, 413 U. S. 
734, 741 (1973) (Lemon provides “no more than helpful sign­
posts”). Most recently, in Van Orden, 545 U. S. 677, a major­
ity of the Court declined to apply the Lemon/endorsement test 
in upholding a Ten Commandments monument located on the 
grounds of a state capitol.2 Yet in another case decided the same 

2 In Van Orden, a plurality determined that the nature of a government 
display and our Nation’s historical traditions should control. 545 U. S., at 
686; see also ibid. (“Whatever may be the fate of the Lemon test in the 
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day, McCreary County v. American Civil Liberties Union of 
Ky., 545 U. S. 844, 859–866 (2005), the Court selected the Lemon/ 
endorsement test with nary a word of explanation and then de­
clared a display of the Ten Commandments in a courthouse to be 
unconstitutional. See also Van Orden, supra, at 692 (Scalia, J., 
concurring) (“I join the opinion of The Chief Justice because 
I think it accurately reflects our current Establishment Clause 
jurisprudence—or at least the Establishment Clause jurispru­
dence we currently apply some of the time”). Thus, the Lemon/ 
endorsement test continues to “stal[k] our Establishment Clause 
jurisprudence” like “some ghoul in a late-night horror movie that 
repeatedly sits up in its grave and shuffles abroad, after being 
repeatedly killed and buried.” Lamb’s Chapel v. Center Mori­
ches Union Free School Dist., 508 U. S. 384, 398 (1993) (Scalia, 
J., concurring in judgment). 

Since Van Orden and McCreary, lower courts have understand­
ably expressed confusion. See American Civil Liberties Union 
of Ky. v. Mercer Cty., 432 F. 3d 624, 636 (CA6 2005) (after Mc-
Creary and Van Orden, “we remain in Establishment Clause pur­
gatory”).3 This confusion has caused the Circuits to apply differ-

larger scheme of Establishment Clause jurisprudence, we think it not useful 
in dealing with the sort of passive monument that Texas has erected”). In 
a concurring opinion, Justice Breyer considered the “basic purposes of 
the First Amendment’s Religion Clauses themselves” rather than “a literal 
application of any particular test.” Id., at 703–704 (opinion concurring in 
judgment); see also id., at 700 (“[I]n [difficult borderline] cases, I see no 
test-related substitute for the exercise of legal judgment”). 

3 See also Green v. Haskell Cty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 574 F. 3d 1235, n. 1 
(CA10 2009) (Kelly, J., dissenting from denial of rehearing en banc) (noting 
that “[w]hether Lemon . . . and its progeny actually create discernable 
‘tests,’ rather than a mere ad hoc patchwork, is debatable” and describing 
the “judicial morass resulting from the Supreme Court’s opinions”); Card v. 
Everett, 520 F. 3d 1009, 1016 (CA9 2008) (“Confounded by the ten individual 
opinions in [McCreary and Van Orden] . . . courts have described the cur­
rent state of the law as both ‘Establishment Clause purgatory’ and ‘Limbo’ ” 
(citation omitted)); id., at 1023–1024 (Fernandez, J., concurring) (applauding 
the majority’s “heroic attempt to create a new world of useful principle out 
of the Supreme Court’s dark materials” and lamenting the “still stalking 
Lemon test and the other tests and factors, which have floated to the top of 
this chaotic ocean from time to time,” as “so indefinite and unhelpful that 
Establishment Clause jurisprudence has not become more fathomable” (foot­
note omitted)); Skoros v. New York, 437 F. 3d 1, 13 (CA2 2006) (“[W]e con­
front the challenge of frequently splintered Supreme Court decisions” and 
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ent tests to displays of religious imagery challenged under the 
Establishment Clause. Some lower courts have continued to 
apply the Lemon/endorsement test.4 Others have followed Van 
Orden.5 One Circuit, in a case later dismissed as moot, applied 
both tests.6 

Respondents assure us that any perceived conflict is “artificial,” 
Brief in Opposition 8, because the lower courts have quite prop­
erly applied Van Orden to “the distinct class of Ten Command­
ments cases” indistinguishable from Van Orden and have applied 
the Lemon/endorsement test to other religious displays, Brief in 
Opposition 12, 16. But respondents’ “Ten Commandments” rule 

Justices who “have rarely agreed—in either analysis or outcome—in distin­
guishing the permissible from the impermissible public display of symbols 
having some religious significance”); Staley v. Harris Cty., 461 F. 3d 504, 515 
(2006) (Smith, J., dissenting) (admonishing the majority for failing to “inte­
grate McCreary and Van Orden into as coherent a framework as possible”), 
dism’d as moot on rehearing en banc, 485 F. 3d 305 (CA5 2007). 

4 See American Civil Liberties Union of Ohio Foundation, Inc. v. De-
Weese, 633 F. 3d 424, 431 (CA6 2011) (applying Lemon); Green v. Haskell 
Cty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 568 F. 3d 784, 797–798, and n. 8 (CA10 2009) (“While 
the Supreme Court may be free to ignore Lemon, this court is not. There­
fore, we cannot . . . be guided in our analysis by the Van Orden plurality’s 
disregard of the Lemon test” (citations and internal quotation marks omit­
ted)); Skoros, supra, at 17, and n. 13 (“The Lemon test has been much 
criticized over its twenty-five year history. Nevertheless, the Supreme 
Court has never specifically disavowed Lemon’s analytic framework. . . . 
Accordingly, we apply Lemon” (citations omitted)); American Civil Liberties 
Union of Ky. v. Mercer Cty., 432 F. 3d 624, 636 (CA6 2005) (“Because Mc-
Creary County and Van Orden do not instruct otherwise, we must continue 
to” apply “Lemon, including the endorsement test”). 

5 See Card, supra, at 1018 (applying Justice Breyer’s concurring opinion 
in Van Orden, which “carv[ed] out an exception” from Lemon for certain 
displays); ACLU Neb. Foundation v. Plattsmouth, 419 F. 3d 772, 778, n. 8 
(CA8 2005) (en banc) (“Taking our cue from Chief Justice Rehnquist’s opinion 
for the Court and Justice Breyer’s concurring opinion in Van Orden, we do 
not apply the Lemon test”); see also Trunk v. San Diego, 629 F. 3d 1099, 
1107 (CA9 2011) (Justice Breyer’s controlling opinion in Van Orden “es­
tablishes an ‘exception’ to the Lemon test in certain borderline cases,” but 
“we need not resolve the issue of whether Lemon or Van Orden contro[l]” 
because “both cases guide us to the same result”). 

6 See Staley, supra, at 508–509, and n. 6 (applying Lemon/endorsement 
and Justice Breyer’s concurrence in Van Orden after concluding that the 
objective observer standard of the endorsement test was “implicit” in Jus­
tice Breyer’s opinion). 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1000 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

Thomas, J., dissenting 565 U. S. 

is nothing more than a thinly veiled attempt to attribute reason 
and order where none exists. Respondents offer no principled 
basis for applying one test to the Ten Commandments and another 
test to other religious displays that may have similar relevance 
to our legal and historical traditions. Indeed, that respondents 
defend the purportedly uniform application of one Establishment 
Clause standard to the “Ten Commandments’ realm” and another 
standard to displays of other religious imagery, id., at 16, speaks 
volumes about the superficiality and irrationality of a jurispru­
dence meant to assess whether government has made a law “re­
specting an establishment of religion.” See Card v. Everett, 520 
F. 3d 1009, 1016 (CA9 2008) (describing “Recent Developments in 
Ten Commandments Law”). But even assuming that the lower 
courts uniformly understand Van Orden to apply only to those 
religious displays “factually indistinguishable” from the display in 
Van Orden, Brief in Opposition 16, that understanding conflicts 
with Justice Breyer’s controlling opinion. Justice Breyer’s 
concurrence concluded that there is “no test-related substitute 
for the exercise of legal judgment” or “exact formula” in “fact­
intensive,” “difficult borderline cases.” 545 U. S., at 700 (opinion 
concurring in judgment). Nothing in his opinion indicated that 
only Ten Commandments displays identical to the one in Van 
Orden call for a departure from the Lemon/endorsement test. 

Moreover, the lower courts have not neatly confined Van Orden 
to similar Ten Commandments displays. In Myers v. Loudoun 
Cty. Public Schools, 418 F. 3d 395, 402, and n. 8 (2005), the Fourth 
Circuit applied the Van Orden plurality opinion and Justice 
Breyer’s concurring analysis to resolve an Establishment Clause 
challenge to a statute mandating recitation of the Pledge of Alle­
giance. In Staley v. Harris Cty., 461 F. 3d 504, 511–512 (2006), 
dism’d as moot on rehearing en banc, 485 F. 3d 305 (2007), the 
Fifth Circuit applied Van Orden to a monument displaying an 
open Bible. And, in Green v. Haskell Cty. Bd. of Comm’rs, 568 
F. 3d 784, 796–797 (2009), the Tenth Circuit applied the Lemon/ 
endorsement test to hold unconstitutional a Ten Commandments 
monument located on the grounds of a public building and sur­
rounded by other secular monuments, facts materially indistin­
guishable from those in Van Orden. 

Respondents further suggest that any variation among the Cir­
cuits concerning the Establishment Clause standard for displays 
of religious imagery is merely academic, for much like the tradi­
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tional Lemon/endorsement inquiry, Justice Breyer’s opinion in 
Van Orden considered the “context of the display” and the “mes­
sage” it communicated. Brief in Opposition 8–12, and n. 5 (inter­
nal quotation marks omitted); see Van Orden, 545 U. S., at 701–702 
(Breyer, J., concurring in judgment); id., at 703 (“For these rea­
sons, I believe that the Texas display . . . might satisfy this 
Court’s more formal Establishment Clause tests”). I do not 
doubt that a given court could reach the same result under either 
test. See ACLU Neb. Foundation v. Plattsmouth, 419 F. 3d 772, 
778, n. 8 (CA8 2005) (en banc) (upholding the constitutionality of 
a display of the Ten Commandments under either standard); 
Trunk v. San Diego, 629 F. 3d 1099, 1107, 1125 (CA9 2011) (con­
cluding that the display of a cross was unconstitutional under 
either standard). The problem is that both tests are so utterly 
indeterminate that they permit different courts to reach inconsist­
ent results. Compare Harris v. Zion, 927 F. 2d 1401 (CA7 1991) 
(applying Lemon/endorsement to strike down a city seal bearing 
a depiction of a cross), with Murray v. Austin, 947 F. 2d 147 
(CA5 1991) (applying Lemon/endorsement to uphold a city seal 
bearing a depiction of a cross); compare also Plattsmouth, supra 
(applying Van Orden to uphold a display of the Ten Command­
ments), with Staley, supra (applying Van Orden to strike down a 
display of a Bible). As explained below, it is “the very ‘flexibility’ 
of this Court’s Establishment Clause precedent” that “leaves it 
incapable of consistent application.” Van Orden, supra, at 697 
(Thomas, J., concurring). 

III 
In Allegheny, a majority of the Court took the view that the 

endorsement test provides a “sound analytical framework for eval­
uating governmental use of religious symbols.” 492 U. S., at 595 
(opinion of Blackmun, J.); id., at 629 (O’Connor, J., concurring in 
part and concurring in judgment) (“I . . . remain convinced that 
the endorsement test is capable of consistent application”). That 
confidence was misplaced. Indeed, Justice Kennedy proved 
prescient when he observed that the endorsement test amounted 
to “unguided examination of marginalia,” “using little more than 
intuition and a tape measure.” Id., at 675–676 (opinion concur­
ring in judgment in part and dissenting in part). 

Since the inception of the endorsement test, we have learned 
that a creche displayed on government property violates the Es­
tablishment Clause, except when it does not. Compare id., at 579– 
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581 (opinion of Blackmun, J.) (holding unconstitutional a solitary 
creche, surrounded by a “fence-and-floral frame,” bearing a plaque 
stating “This Display Donated by the Holy Name Society,” and 
located in the “main,” “most beautiful,” and “most public” part 
of a county courthouse (internal quotation marks omitted)), and 
Smith v. County of Albemarle, 895 F. 2d 953, 955, and n. 2 (CA4 
1990) (holding unconstitutional a creche consisting of “large fig­
ures, easily visible, and illuminated at night,” bearing a disclaimer 
reading “ ‘Sponsored and maintained by Charlottesville-Albemarle 
Jaycees not by Albemarle County,’ ” and located on the lawn of a 
county office building), with Lynch, 465 U. S., at 671 (upholding a 
creche displaying 5-inch to 5-foot tall figures of Jesus, Mary, Jo­
seph, angels, shepherds, kings, and animals, surrounded by “a 
Santa Claus house, reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh, candy-striped 
poles, a Christmas tree, carolers, cutout figures representing such 
characters as a clown, an elephant, and a teddy bear, hundreds of 
colored lights, [and] a large banner that rea[d] ‘SEASONS 
GREETINGS,’ ” situated in a park in the “heart of the shopping 
district”), American Civil Liberties Union of Ky. v. Wilkinson, 
895 F. 2d 1098, 1099, 1104 (CA6 1990) (upholding a 15-foot stable 
“furnished with a manger, two large pottery jugs, a ladder, rail­
ings, and some straw, but not with the figurines or statues com­
monly found in a crèche,” bearing a disclaimer stating that “ ‘This 
display . . . does not constitute an endorsement by the Common­
wealth of any religion,’ ” and located on the grounds of the state 
capitol, 100 yards from a Christmas tree), and Elewski v. Syra­
cuse, 123 F. 3d 51, 52 (CA2 1997) (upholding a solitary creche, 
raised on a platform “two feet above sidewalk level,” containing 
“statues representing Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, a shepherd, a don­
key, a lamb, and an angel” holding a banner reading “ ‘Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo,’ ” “illuminated at night by two forty-watt spotlights” 
located in a park on a “major downtown thoroughfare,” 300 
feet from a menorah and down the street from secular holiday 
symbols). 

Likewise, a menorah displayed on government property violates 
the Establishment Clause, except when it does not. Compare 
Kaplan v. Burlington, 891 F. 2d 1024, 1026, 1030 (CA2 1989) 
(holding unconstitutional a solitary 16- by 12-foot menorah, bear­
ing a sign stating “ ‘Happy Chanukah’ ” and “ ‘Sponsored by: Luba­
vitch of Vermont,’ ” located 60 feet away from City Hall, and 
“appear[ing] superimposed upon City Hall” when viewed from 
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“the general direction of the westerly public street”), with Alle­
gheny, supra, at 587, 582 (opinion of Blackmun, J.) (upholding an 
“18-foot Chanukah menorah of an abstract tree-and-branch de­
sign,” placed next to a 45-foot Christmas tree, bearing a sign 
entitled “ ‘Salute to Liberty,’ ” and located outside of a city-county 
building), and Skoros v. New York, 437 F. 3d 1 (CA2 2006) (uphold­
ing school policy permitting display of menorah along with the 
Islamic star and crescent, the Kwanzaa kinara, the Hebrew drei­
del, and a Christmas tree, but prohibiting a creche). 

A display of the Ten Commandments on government property 
also violates the Establishment Clause, except when it does not. 
Compare Green, 568 F. 3d, at 790 (holding unconstitutional a mon­
ument depicting the Ten Commandments and the Mayflower Com­
pact on the lawn of a county courthouse, among various secular 
monuments and personal message bricks, with a sign stating 
“ ‘Erected by Citizens of Haskell County’ ”), and American Civil 
Liberties Union of Ohio Foundation, Inc. v. DeWeese, 633 F. 3d 
424, 435 (CA6 2011) (holding unconstitutional a poster of the Ten 
Commandments and “seven secular ‘Humanist Precepts’ ” in a 
courtroom, with “editorial comments” that link religion and secu­
lar government), with Van Orden, supra, at 681–682 (plurality 
opinion) (upholding a monument depicting the Ten Command­
ments, the Eye of Providence, an eagle, and the American flag 
and bearing a sign stating that it was “ ‘Presented . . . by the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles,’ ” among various secular monuments, 
on the grounds of a state capitol (some capitalization omitted)), 
Card, 520 F. 3d 1009 (same, on the grounds of old city hall), 
Plattsmouth, supra, at 778, n. 8 (same, in a city park), and Mercer 
Cty., 432 F. 3d, at 633 (upholding a poster of the Ten Command­
ments, along with eight other equally sized “American legal docu­
ments” and an explanation of the Commandments’ historical sig­
nificance, in a courthouse). 

Finally, a cross displayed on government property violates the 
Establishment Clause, as the Tenth Circuit held here, except 
when it does not. Compare Friedman v. Board of Cty. Comm’rs 
of Bernalillo Cty., 781 F. 2d 777, 779 (CA10 1985) (holding uncon­
stitutional a county seal displaying a Latin cross, “highlighted by 
white edging and a blaze of golden light,” under the motto “ ‘With 
This We Conquer’ ” written in Spanish), Harris, 927 F. 2d, at 1404 
(holding unconstitutional one city seal displaying a cross on a 
shield, surrounded by a dove, crown, scepter, and a banner pro­
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claiming “ ‘God Reigns,’ ” and another city seal displaying a cross 
surrounded by a one-story building, a water tower, two industrial 
buildings, and a leaf), and Trunk, 629 F. 3d 1099 (holding unconsti­
tutional a 29- by 12-foot cross atop a 14-foot high base on the top 
of a hill, surrounded by thousands of stone plaques honoring mili­
tary personnel and the American flag), with Murray, 947 F. 2d 
147 (upholding a Latin cross, surrounded by a pair of wings, in a 
city insignia), and Weinbaum v. Las Cruces, 541 F. 3d 1017, 1025 
(CA10 2008) (upholding “three interlocking crosses,” with a white, 
slightly taller center cross, surrounded by a sun symbol, in a city 
insignia, as well as a cross sculpture outside of a city sports 
complex and a mural of crosses on an elementary school wall). 
See also Salazar v. Buono, 559 U. S. 700, 718–719 (2010) (plural­
ity opinion) (“A cross by the side of a public highway marking, 
for instance, the place where a state trooper perished need not 
be taken as a statement of governmental support for sectarian 
beliefs”). 

One might be forgiven for failing to discern a workable princi­
ple that explains these wildly divergent outcomes. Such arbitrar­
iness is the product of an Establishment Clause jurisprudence 
that does nothing to constrain judicial discretion, but instead asks, 
based on terms like “context” and “message,” whether a hypothet­
ical reasonable observer of a religious display could think that 
the government has made a law “respecting an establishment of 
religion.” 7 Whether a given court’s hypothetical observer will be 
“any beholder (no matter how unknowledgeable), or the average 
beholder, or . . . the ‘ultrareasonable’ beholder,” Capitol Square 
Review and Advisory Bd. v. Pinette, 515 U. S. 753, 769, n. 3 (1995) 
(plurality opinion), is entirely unpredictable. Indeed, the Tenth 
Circuit stated below that its observer, although not “omniscient,” 
would “know far more than most actual members of a given 
community,” and then unhelpfully concluded that “[h]ow much 
information we will impute to a reasonable observer is unclear.” 

7 That a violation of the Establishment Clause turns on an observer’s po­
tentially mistaken belief that the government has violated the Constitution, 
rather than on whether the government has in fact done so, is perhaps the 
best evidence that our Establishment Clause jurisprudence has gone hope­
lessly awry. See McCreary County v. American Civil Liberties Union of 
Ky., 545 U. S. 844, 901 (2005) (Scalia, J., dissenting) (describing the “oddity” 
that “the legitimacy of a government action with a wholly secular effect 
would turn on the misperception of an imaginary observer”). 
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616 F. 3d, at 1159 (internal quotation marks omitted). But even 
assuming that courts could employ observers of similar insight 
and eyesight, it is “unrealistic to expect different judges . . . to 
reach consistent answers as to what any beholder, the average be­
holder, or the ultrareasonable beholder (as the case may be) would 
think.” Pinette, supra, at 769, n. 3. 

IV 

It comes as no surprise, then, that despite other cases holding 
that the combination of a Latin cross and a public insignia on 
public property does not convey a message of religious endorse­
ment, see Murray, supra; Weinbaum, supra, the Tenth Circuit 
held otherwise. And, of course, the Tenth Circuit divided over 
what, exactly, a reasonable observer would think about the Asso­
ciation’s memorial cross program. 

First, the members of the court disagreed as to what a reason­
able observer would see. According to the panel, because the 
observer would be “driving by one of the memorial crosses at 55­
plus miles per hour,” he would not see the fallen officer’s bio­
graphical information, but he would see that the “cross conspicu­
ously bears the imprimatur of a state entity . . . and is found 
primarily on public land.” 616 F. 3d, at 1160. According to the 
dissenters, on the other hand, if the traveling observer could see 
the police insignia on the cross, he should also see the much larger 
name, rank, and badge number of the fallen officer emblazoned 
above it. 637 F. 3d, at 1108–1109 (opinion of Gorsuch, J.); id., at 
1104 (opinion of Kelly, J.). The dissenters would also have em­
ployed an observer who was able to pull over and view the crosses 
more thoroughly and would have allowed their observer to view 
four of the memorials located on side streets with lower speed 
limits. Id., at 1109 (opinion of Gorsuch, J.). 

Next, the members of the court disagreed about what a reason­
able observer would feel. The panel worried that the use of a 
Christian symbol to memorialize fallen officers would cause the 
observer to think the Utah Highway Patrol and Christianity had 
“some connection,” leading him to “fear that Christians are likely 
to receive preferential treatment from the [patrol]—both in their 
hiring practices and, more generally, in the treatment that people 
may expect to receive on Utah’s highways.” 616 F. 3d, at 1160. 
The dissenters’ reasonable observer, however, would not take such 
a “paranoid,” “conspiratorial view of life,” “conjur[ing] up fears 
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of religious discrimination” by a “ ‘Christian police,’ ” especially in 
light of the more plausible explanation that the crosses were sim­
ply memorials. 637 F. 3d, at 1105 (opinion of Kelly, J.). The 
panel also emphasized that the “massive size” of these crosses 
would heighten the reasonable observer’s fear of discrimination 
and proselytization, unlike the “more humble spirit of small road­
side crosses.” 616 F. 3d, at 1161–1162. The dissenters, by con­
trast, insisted that the size of the crosses was necessary to ensure 
that the reasonable observer would “take notice of the display 
and absorb its message” of remembrance and to ensure that the 
crosses could contain all of the secular facts necessary to assuage 
the reasonable observer’s fears. 637 F. 3d, at 1105–1106 (opinion 
of Kelly, J.). 

Finally, the members of the court disputed what the reasonable 
observer would know. The panel acknowledged that the reason­
able observer would recognize that the crosses commemorated 
death, but he would see only that the symbol “memorializes the 
death of a Christian.” 616 F. 3d, at 1161. That the designers 
of the cross memorials were Mormons, or that Christians who 
revere the cross are a minority in Utah, would have no effect on 
him. Id., at 1163–1164. Conversely, the dissenters’ reasonable 
observer would have known that the crosses were chosen by the 
fallen officer’s family and erected by a private group without 
design approval from the State, and that most Utahns do not 
revere the cross.8 637 F. 3d, at 1110 (opinion of Gorsuch, J.); id., 
at 1105 (opinion of Kelly, J.). 

To any truly “reasonable observer,” these lines of disagreement 
may seem arbitrary at best. But to be fair to the Tenth Circuit, 
it is our Establishment Clause jurisprudence that invites this type 
of erratic, selective analysis of the constitutionality of religious 
imagery on government property. These cases thus illustrate 
why “[t]he outcome of constitutional cases ought to rest on firmer 
grounds than the personal preferences of judges.” Van Orden, 
545 U. S., at 697 (Thomas, J., concurring). 

8 According to the statement of undisputed facts before the District Court, 
approximately 57 percent of Utahns are members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Neither the church nor its members use the 
cross as a symbol of their religion or in their religious practices. American 
Atheists, Inc. v. Duncan, 528 F. Supp. 2d 1245, 1249 (Utah 2007). 
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V 

Even if the Court does not share my view that the Establish­
ment Clause restrains only the Federal Government, and that, 
even if incorporated, the Clause only prohibits “ ‘actual legal coer­
cion,’ ” see id., at 693, the Court should be deeply troubled by 
what its Establishment Clause jurisprudence has wrought. In­
deed, five sitting Justices have questioned or decried the Lemon/ 
endorsement test’s continued use. Salazar, 559 U. S., at 708, 720– 
721 (plurality opinion of Kennedy, J., joined in full by Roberts, 
C. J., and in part by Alito, J.) (emphasizing criticism of the en­
dorsement test and its workability); id., at 728 (Alito, J., concur­
ring in part and concurring in judgment) (“Assuming that it is 
appropriate to apply the so-called ‘endorsement test,’ this test 
would not be violated [here]”); Pinette, 515 U. S., at 768, n. 3 
(plurality opinion of Scalia, J.) (The endorsement test “sup­
plies no standard whatsoever”); Van Orden, supra, at 692–693 
(Thomas, J., concurring) (“This case would be easy if the Court 
were willing to abandon the inconsistent guideposts it has adopted 
for addressing Establishment Clause challenges,” citing, inter 
alia, the Lemon and endorsement tests); Allegheny, 492 U. S., at 
669 (Kennedy, J., concurring in judgment in part and dissenting 
in part) (“[T]he endorsement test is flawed in its fundamentals 
and unworkable in practice”); see also McCreary County, 545 
U. S., at 890 (Scalia, J., joined in full by Rehnquist, C. J., and 
Thomas, J., and in part by Kennedy, J., dissenting) (“[A] majority 
of the Justices on the current Court . . . have, in separate opinions, 
repudiated the brain-spun ‘Lemon test’ ”). 

And yet, six years after Van Orden, our Establishment Clause 
precedents remain impenetrable, and the lower courts’ decisions— 
including the Tenth Circuit’s decision below—remain incapable of 
coherent explanation. It is difficult to imagine an area of the law 
more in need of clarity, as the 46 amici curiae who filed briefs in 
support of certiorari confirm. Respondents tell us there is no 
reason to think that a case with facts similar to these will recur, 
Brief in Opposition 17, but if that counsels against certiorari here, 
this Court will never again hear another case involving an Estab­
lishment Clause challenge to a religious display. It is this Court’s 
precedent that has rendered even the most minute aesthetic de­
tails of a religious display relevant to the constitutional question. 
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We should not now abdicate our responsibility to clean up our 
mess because these disputes, by our own making, are “fact­
bound.” 9 This suit, which squarely implicates the viability and 
application of the Lemon/endorsement test,10 is as ripe a suit for 
certiorari as any.11 

* * * 

Concurring in Allegheny, Justice O’Connor wrote that “the 
courts have made case-specific examinations” of government ac­

9 In any event, respondents’ incredible assertion is belied by the fact that, 
two days after respondents filed their brief in opposition to certiorari in our 
Court, respondents sued the Port Authority of New York City and de­
manded removal of a cross located at Ground Zero. See Complaint in 
American Atheists, Inc. v. Port Auth. of New York, No. 108670–2011 (N. Y. 
Sup. Ct.); Notice of Removal in American Atheists, Inc. v. Port Auth. of 
New York, No. 1:11–cv–06026 (SDNY). 

10 That the petition of the Association presents the question whether the 
cross memorials in this suit are government speech is no obstacle to certio­
rari. The Court need not grant certiorari on that question, and the state 
petitioners only ask this Court to resolve the viability and application of the 
endorsement test. 

11 Respondents argue that this suit would be a poor vehicle to explore the 
contours of a coercion-based Establishment Clause test because the State 
has raised the specter of a preference for one religion over others. In this 
regard, respondents point out that the State took the position before the 
lower courts that it would not be able to approve the Association’s memori­
als “ ‘in the same manner’ ” if the Association, as it indicated it would, al­
lowed an officer’s family to request a symbol other than a cross. Brief in 
Opposition 3–4, 31. 

Because no such situation has ever arisen, and because the State has only 
indicated it could not approve a different marker in the same manner as the 
roadside crosses, respondents distort the record by claiming that the State 
has put families to the choice of “a Latin cross or no roadside memorial at 
all.” Id., at 4. Moreover, it is undisputed that the State’s position stemmed 
from its belief that “if [the Association] were to change the shape of the 
memorial to reflect the religious symbol of the fallen trooper, rather than 
the shape of the cross, the memorial would no longer be a secular shape 
recognized as a symbol of death.” App. to Brief in Opposition 9a–15a (em­
phasis added). That position is entirely consistent with the Tenth Circuit’s 
conclusion that the purposes of the State and Association in permitting and 
implementing the memorial program were secular. In any event, that the 
State and Association, both defending the memorial program’s constitutional­
ity, took conflicting positions about whether it was impermissibly religious 
to use only crosses, or impermissibly religious to use other symbols reflec­
tive of the deceased’s religious preference, only highlights the confusion sur­
rounding the Establishment Clause’s requirements. 
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tions in order to avoid “sweep[ing] away all government recogni­
tion and acknowledgment of the role of religion in the lives of 
our citizens.” 492 U. S., at 623 (opinion concurring in part and 
concurring in judgment). But that is precisely the effect of this 
Court’s repeated failure to apply the correct standard—or at least 
a clear, workable standard—for adjudicating challenges to govern­
ment action under the Establishment Clause. Government offi­
cials, not to mention everyday people who wish to celebrate or 
commemorate an occasion with a public display that contains reli­
gious elements, cannot afford to guess whether a federal court, 
applying our “jurisprudence of minutiae,” id., at 674 (Kennedy, 
J., concurring in judgment in part and dissenting in part), will 
conclude that a given display is sufficiently secular. The safer 
course will be to “purge from the public sphere all that in any 
way partakes of the religious.” Van Orden, 545 U. S., at 699 
(Breyer, J., concurring in judgment). Because “the Establish­
ment Clause does not compel” that result, ibid., I would grant 
certiorari. 

No. 10–1551. Stewart & Jasper Orchards et al. v. Sala­
zar, Secretary of the Interior, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tions of National Water Resources Association et al., Center for 
Constitutional Jurisprudence et al., Mountain States Legal Foun­
dation, and National Federation of Independent Business Small 
Business Legal Center for leave to file briefs as amici curiae 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1163. 

No. 10–10900. Pantoja v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Motion of 
Florida Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers for leave to file 
a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 59 So. 3d 1092. 

No. 11–6601. Garraud v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 132. 

No. 11–6614. Alexander v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 404. 
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No. 11–6631. Beck v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6644. Lucas v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 428 Fed. 
Appx. 57. 

No. 11–6668. Escobar de Jesus v. United States. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–7461. Bright v. Pennsylvania et al., 562 U. S. 1184. 
Petition for rehearing denied. 

No. 10–1327. Kivisto v. Florida Bar, 563 U. S. 1034. Motion 
to defer consideration and motion for leave to file petition for 
rehearing denied. 

November 4, 2011 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 09–958. Douglas, Director, California Department 
of Health Care Services v. Independent Living Center 
of Southern California, Inc., et al. (two judgments); 

No. 09–1158. Douglas, Director, California Department 
of Health Care Services v. California Pharmacists Assn. 
et al.; Douglas, Director, California Department of 
Health Care Services v. California Hospital Assn. et al.; 
Douglas, Director, California Department of Health 
Care Services v. Independent Living Center of Southern 
California, Inc., et al.; Douglas, Director, California De­
partment of Health Care Services v. Dominguez, By and 
Through Her Mother and Next Friend Brown, et al.; and 

No. 10–283. Douglas, Director, California Department 
of Health Care Services v. Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted sub nom. in No. 09– 
958, Maxwell-Jolly v. Independent Living Center of Southern 
Cal., Inc.; in No. 09–1158, Maxwell-Jolly v. California Phar­
macists Assn.; Maxwell-Jolly v. California Hospital Assn.; 
Maxwell-Jolly v. Independent Living Center of Southern Cal., 
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Inc.; Maxwell-Jolly v. Dominguez; in No. 10–283, Maxwell-Jolly 
v. Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital, 562 U. S. 1177.] The parties 
and the Solicitor General are directed to file supplemental briefs 
addressing the following question: “What should be the effect, if 
any, of the developments discussed in the letter submitted by the 
Solicitor General on October 28, 2011, on the proper disposition 
of this case?” Briefs, in letter format, limited to 10 pages, are 
to be filed simultaneously with the Clerk and served upon oppos­
ing counsel on or before 2 p.m., Friday, November 18, 2011. 

November 7, 2011 

Certiorari Granted—Reversed and Remanded. 
ante, p. 23.) 

(See No. 10–1540, 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded. 
ante, p. 18.) 

(See No. 10–1521, 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–5731. Abulkhair v. Boehm et al. Sup. Ct. N. J. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6197. Branham v. Michigan Department of Cor­
rections et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. 
See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused 
this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to accept any fur­
ther petitions in noncriminal matters from petitioner unless the 
docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is 
submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District 
of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M40. Cheetam v. State Farm Fire & Casualty Co.; 
and 

No. 11M41. Perry-Bey v. City of Norfolk, Virginia. Mo­
tions to direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari 
out of time denied. 

No. 11M42. In re Bakhouche, aka Ali. Motion for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis without an affidavit of indigency 
executed by petitioner granted. 
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No. 10–704. Messerschmidt et al. v. Millender et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1035.] Motion of 
the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argument as 
amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–708. First American Financial Corp., Successor 
in Interest to First American Corp., et al. v. Edwards. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1018.] Motion of 
the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argument as 
amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–844. Caraco Pharmaceutical Laboratories, Ltd., 
et al. v. Novo Nordisk A/S et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. [Certiorari 
granted, 564 U. S. 1035.] Motion of the Solicitor General for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument granted. 

No. 10–1121. Knox et al. v. Service Employees Interna­
tional Union, Local 1000. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
564 U. S. 1035.] Further consideration of respondent’s motion to 
dismiss as moot deferred to hearing of the case on the merits. 

No. 11–301. Saint-Gobain Ceramics & Plastics, Inc. v. Sie­
mens Medical Solutions USA, Inc. C. A. Fed. Cir. The So­
licitor General is invited to file a brief in this case expressing the 
views of the United States. 

No. 11–5149. Welenc v. Florida (two judgments). Dist. Ct. 
App. Fla., 2d Dist. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of 
order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 811] 
denied. 

No. 11–5682. Reyes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 812] denied. 

No. 11–6227. Hampton v. J. W. Squire Co., Inc. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied. Petitioner is allowed until November 28, 2011, within 
which to pay the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) and to 
submit a petition in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of 
this Court. 

No. 11–443. In re Johnson; 
No. 11–6758. In re Porras; 
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No. 11–6807. In re Scott; 
No. 11–6889. In re Singh; and 
No. 11–6917. In re Walker. Petitions for writs of habeas 

corpus denied. 

No. 11–6183. In re Rivera. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 10–1032. Magner et al. v. Gallagher et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Motion of International Municipal Lawyers Association 
for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari 
granted. Reported below: 619 F. 3d 823. 

No. 10–9646. Miller v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. 
Certiorari granted, and case to be argued in tandem with No. 
10–9647, Jackson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas Department of 
Correction, immediately infra. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 676. 

No. 10–9647. Jackson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. Motion of petitioner 
for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Certiorari 
granted, and case to be argued in tandem with No. 10–9646, 
Miller v. Alabama, immediately supra. Reported below: 2011 
Ark. 49, 378 S. W. 3d 103. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–10293. McGowan v. LaValley, Superintendent, 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10377. Miranda v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 458 Mass. 100, 934 
N. E. 2d 222. 

No. 10–11035. Parker v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–11064. Wilson v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1014 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

November 7, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 11–26. Watchtower Bible & Tract Society of New 
York, Inc., et al. v. Segardia de Jesus, Secretary of Jus­
tice of Puerto Rico, et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 634 F. 3d 3. 

No. 11–37. Silas Monteiro v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–102. National Petrochemical & Reąners Assn. 
et al. v. Environmental Protection Agency et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 
145. 

No. 11–162. Cnockaert v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 676. 

No. 11–274. Auten v. Steigmann et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–280. Global Industrial Technologies, Inc. v. 
Hartford Accident & Indemnity Co. et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 201. 

No. 11–281. Aguilar-Raygoza v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 349, 255 P. 3d 262. 

No. 11–292. Alea London Ltd. v. American Home Serv­
ices, Inc., et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 638 F. 3d 768. 

No. 11–307. Zangara v. Somerset Medical Center. Sup. 
Ct. N. J. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–332. Bao Quan Pan v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–337. Western Radio Services, Co., et al. v. United 
States Forest Service. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 558. 

No. 11–340. Sprint Spectrum, L. P. v. Ayyad et al. Ct. 
App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
193 Cal. App. 4th 298, 122 Cal. Rptr. 3d 726. 

No. 11–369. DiGuglielmo v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 771, 952 N. E. 
2d 1068. 
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No. 11–382. Palmer, Warden v. Cooper. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 322. 

No. 11–390. Marro v. Fauquier County Board of Supervi­
sors. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–404. Burns et al. v. Plumbers & Pipeątters Na­
tional Pension Fund et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 646 F. 3d 954. 

No. 11–406. DiMeco v. Connecticut. App. Ct. Conn. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 128 Conn. App. 198, 15 A. 3d 
1204. 

No. 11–411. Del-Ray Battery Co. et al. v. Douglas Bat­
tery Co. et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 635 F. 3d 725. 

No. 11–422. Stierhoff v. United States District Court 
for the District of Rhode Island. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–435. Davis v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 891. 

No. 11–5005. Williams v. Roper, Superintendent, Potosi 
Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5294. Bartelt v. Illinois. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 241 Ill. 2d 217, 948 N. E. 2d 52. 

No. 11–6123. Watkins v. Johnson, Superintendent, 
Franklin Parish School Board, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 331. 

No. 11–6160. Weston v. Prelesnik, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6164. Hobson v. Campbell, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6176. Hines v. Harrington, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6181. McGrew v. Dufresne et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6187. Aguirrez Matos v. Tucker, Secretary, Flor­
ida Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6190. Hammontree v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 54 So. 3d 492. 

No. 11–6193. Harris v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jeffer­
son City Correctional Center, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6196. Collins v. Hedgpeth, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6200. F. J. v. Florida Department of Children and 
Families. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
60 So. 3d 386. 

No. 11–6208. McPherron v. Florida Unemployment Ap­
peals Commission. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 1260. 

No. 11–6209. Kemp v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1245. 

No. 11–6218. Lawson v. Sword et al. Ct. App. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6220. Velasquez v. Kirkland, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 964. 

No. 11–6233. Throop v. Gonzalez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6277. Manspeaker v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 60 So. 3d 391. 

No. 11–6281. Skandha v. Roden, Superintendent, Massa­
chusetts Correctional Institution at Norfolk. App. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 1110, 
944 N. E. 2d 1095. 

No. 11–6283. Rice v. Hudson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6301. Wellman v. DuPont Dow Elastomers L. L. C. 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 
Fed. Appx. 386. 

No. 11–6332. Zivkovic v. Idaho. Ct. App. Idaho. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 150 Idaho 783, 251 P. 3d 611. 

No. 11–6344. Ledford v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 289 Ga. 70, 709 S. E. 2d 239. 

No. 11–6357. Bendshadler v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 569. 

No. 11–6367. Flowers v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 83 
App. Div. 3d 524, 922 N. Y. S. 2d 297. 

No. 11–6394. Fairclough v. Wawa Inc. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 465. 

No. 11–6399. Glick v. Edwards et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6402. Forness v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
422 Fed. Appx. 66. 

No. 11–6424. Ajlane v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6430. Dumbrique v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6432. Campbell v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 65 So. 3d 1056. 

No. 11–6433. Donner v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1124, 1 N. E. 
3d 664. 

No. 11–6446. Donis v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6462. Klym v. Warner, Secretary, Washington De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 585. 
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No. 11–6490. Demoe v. Franke, Superintendent, Two Riv­
ers Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6510. Brogli v. Oregon. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 240 Ore. App. 464, 248 P. 3d 451. 

No. 11–6511. Bassett v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6560. Weatherspoon v. McDaniel, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 660. 

No. 11–6578. Prince v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6612. Sifrit v. Rowley, Warden, et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 173. 

No. 11–6613. Rivera v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 386. 

No. 11–6615. Byers, on Behalf of Byers v. Marlboro 
County School District. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 859. 

No. 11–6618. Avila v. McDonald, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 598. 

No. 11–6655. Arellano v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 152. 

No. 11–6660. Rubio-Ayala v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 755. 

No. 11–6665. Cudjoe v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1163. 

No. 11–6671. Lara-Ventura v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6687. Simmons v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 12 So. 3d 753. 

No. 11–6691. Biton v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6694. Wigren v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 944. 

No. 11–6702. Russell v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 832. 

No. 11–6722. Wolfe v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 16. 

No. 11–6730. Borgersen v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6735. Woltz v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 249. 

No. 11–6736. Woolsey v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6738. Waltower v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 572. 

No. 11–6740. Quoc Boa Trinh v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6742. Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 561. 

No. 11–6743. Landwer v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 769. 

No. 11–6744. Rossi v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 425. 

No. 11–6748. Gardner v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 174. 

No. 11–6749. Peeples v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 786. 

No. 11–6750. Stokes v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 225. 

No. 11–6751. Meschino v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 1025. 

No. 11–6753. Mingo v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 395 Fed. Appx. 723. 
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No. 11–6755. Dancy v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 455. 

No. 11–6756. Hernandez v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6757. Penniegraft v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 566. 

No. 11–6759. Hayes v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 94. 

No. 11–6760. Flores-Olmos v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 713. 

No. 11–6761. Goodwin v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 636. 

No. 11–6764. Rivas-Moreiera v. United States. Ct. App. 
D. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 17 A. 3d 1196. 

No. 11–6767. Psick v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 646. 

No. 11–6772. Caraway v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 828. 

No. 11–6777. Carter v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6780. Burnett v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 894. 

No. 11–6784. Murillo v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 277. 

No. 11–6789. Ramon-Moreno v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6790. Sanchez-Jaimes v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 348. 

No. 11–6791. Moscol v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6792. Cruz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 354. 
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No. 11–6793. Marion v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 847. 

No. 11–6797. Smith v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6802. Mancari v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6810. Love v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6816. Perez-Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 247. 

No. 11–6817. Medina-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6818. Bone v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 831. 

No. 11–6821. Williams v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 254. 

No. 11–6822. Villegas-Valdez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 427. 

No. 11–6824. McAndrew v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6877. Hudson v. Lorence. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–1477. Hargrove v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 412 Fed. 
Appx. 869. 

No. 11–143. Pilgrim Films & Television, Inc., et al. v. 
Montz et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Motions of Reveille LLC et al. 
and California Broadcasters Association et al. for leave to file 
briefs as amici curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 649 F. 3d 975. 

No. 11–287. Skechers U. S. A., Inc. v. Tomlinson. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Motion of Center for Class Action Fairness for leave to file 
a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5113. Jones v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6165. Haney v. Adams, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1168. 

No. 11–6206. Osborne v. O’Brien. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6261. Flores v. Holder, Attorney General, et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari before judgment denied. 

No. 11–6391. Buck v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 
Fed. Appx. 423. 

Statement of Justice Alito, with whom Justice Scalia and 
Justice Breyer join, respecting the denial of certiorari. 

One morning in July 1995, petitioner Duane E. Buck went to 
his ex-girlfriend’s house with a rifle and a shotgun. After killing 
one person and wounding another, Buck chased his ex-girlfriend 
outside. Her children followed and witnessed Buck shoot and kill 
their mother as she attempted to flee. An arresting officer testi­
fied that Buck was laughing when he was arrested and said “[t]he 
bitch deserved what she got.” 28 Tr. 51 (May 6, 1997). 

Buck was tried for capital murder, and a jury convicted. He 
was sentenced to death based on the jury’s finding that the State 
had proved Buck’s future dangerousness to society. 

The petition in this case concerns bizarre and objectionable 
testimony given by a “defense expert” at the penalty phase of 
Buck’s capital trial. The witness, Dr. Walter Quijano, testified 
that petitioner, if given a noncapital sentence, would not present 
a danger to society. But Dr. Quijano added that members of 
petitioner’s race (he is African-American) are statistically more 
likely than the average person to engage in crime. 

Dr. Quijano’s testimony would provide a basis for reversal of 
petitioner’s sentence if the prosecution were responsible for pre­
senting that testimony to the jury. But Dr. Quijano was a de­
fense witness, and it was petitioner’s attorney, not the prosecutor, 
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who first elicited Dr. Quijano’s view regarding the correlation 
between race and future dangerousness. Retained by the de­
fense, Dr. Quijano prepared a report in which he opined on this 
subject. His report stated: 

“Future Dangerousness, Whether there is probability that 
the defendant would commit criminal acts of violence that 
would constitute a continuing threat to society? The follow­
ing factors were considered in answer to the question of 
future dangerousness: statistical, environmental, and clinical 
judgment. 

“I. STATISTICAL FACTORS 

“1. Past crimes. . . . 
“2. Age. . . . 
“3. Sex. . . . 
“4. Race. Black: Increased probability. There is an over-

representation of Blacks among the violent offenders. 
“5. Socioeconomics. . . . 
“6. Employment stability. . . . 
“7. Substance abuse. . . .” Defense Exh. 1 in No. 699684 

(208th Jud. Dist., Harris Cty., Tex.), p. 7. 

The defense then called Dr. Quijano to the stand, and elicited 
his testimony on this point. Defense counsel asked Dr. Quijano, 
“[i]f we have an inmate such as Mr. Buck who is sentenced to 
life in prison, what are some of the factors, statistical factors or 
environmental factors that you’ve looked at in regard to this 
case?” 28 Tr. 110 (May 6, 1997). As he had done in his report, 
Dr. Quijano identified past crimes, age, sex, race, socioeconomic 
status, and substance abuse as statistical factors predictive of 
“whether a person will or will not constitute a continuing danger.” 
Id., at 111; see also id., at 110 (identifying the “statistical factors 
we know to predict future dangerousness”). With respect to 
race, he elaborated further that “[i]t’s a sad commentary that 
minorities, Hispanics and black people, are over represented in 
the Criminal Justice System.” Id., at 111. Not only did the de­
fense present this testimony to the jury but Dr. Quijano’s report 
was also admitted into evidence—over the prosecution’s objec­
tion—and was thus available for the jury to consider. See id., 
at 233–234. 

It is true that the prosecutor briefly went over this same 
ground on cross-examination. The prosecutor asked a single 
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question regarding whether race increased the probability that 
Buck would pose a future danger to society: 

“Q. You have determined that the sex factor, that a male is 
more violent than a female because that’s just the way it is, 
and that the race factor, black, increases the future danger­
ousness for various complicated reasons; is that correct? 
“A. Yes.” Id., at 160. 

But this colloquy did not go beyond what defense counsel had 
already elicited on direct examination, and by this point, Dr. Qui­
jano’s views on the correlation between race and future danger­
ousness had already been brought to the jury’s attention. More­
over, the prosecutor did not revisit the race-related testimony in 
closing or ask the jury to find future dangerousness based on 
Buck’s race. 

The dissent makes much of the fact that the State at various 
points in federal habeas proceedings was inaccurate in its at­
tempts to explain why the present case is different from the 
others in which, as a result of similar testimony by Dr. Quijano, 
the State did not assert procedural default and new sentencing 
proceedings were held. But the fact remains that the present 
case is different from all the rest. In four of the six other cases, 
see, e. g., Saldano v. Texas, 530 U. S. 1212 (2000), the prosecution 
called Dr. Quijano and elicited the objectionable testimony on 
direct examination. In the remaining two cases, see Alba v. 
Johnson, 232 F. 3d 208 (CA5 2000) (Table); Blue v. Johnson, Civ. 
Action No. 99–0350 (SD Tex., Sept. 29, 2000), while the defense 
called Dr. Quijano, the objectionable testimony was not elicited 
until the prosecution questioned Dr. Quijano on cross-examination. 
See Record, Doc. 511601677, pp. 44–49; id., Doc. 511601676, at 
39–44. And, on redirect, defense counsel mentioned race only to 
mitigate the effect on the jury of Dr. Quijano’s prior identification 
of race as an immutable factor increasing a defendant’s likelihood 
of future dangerousness.* Only in Buck’s case did defense coun­

*On redirect in Alba, defense counsel tried to downplay the significance of 
Dr. Quijano’s testimony with respect to the statistical factors: 

“Q. [The prosecutor] asked you about statistical factors in predicting fu­
ture dangerousness. When we’re talking about statistics, are we talking 
about correlation or causation? 

“A. Oh. These statistics are strictly correlation. There’s a big distinc­
tion, and we must keep that in mind. Correlation simply says that two 
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sel elicit the race-related testimony on direct examination. Thus, 
this is the only case in which it can be said that the responsibility 
for eliciting the offensive testimony lay squarely with the defense. 

Although the dissent suggests that the District Court may have 
been misled by the State’s inaccurate statements, the District 
Court, in denying petitioner’s motion under Rule 60 of the Fed­
eral Rules of Civil Procedure, was fully aware of what had oc­
curred in all of these cases. It is for these reasons that I con­
clude that certiorari should be denied. 

Justice Sotomayor, with whom Justice Kagan joins, 
dissenting. 

Today the Court denies review of a death sentence marred by 
racial overtones and a record compromised by misleading remarks 
and omissions made by the State of Texas in the federal habeas 
proceedings below. Because our criminal justice system should 
not tolerate either circumstance—especially in a capital case—I 
dissent and vote to grant the petition. 

Duane E. Buck was convicted of capital murder in a Texas state 
court. During the penalty phase of Buck’s trial, the defense 
called psychologist Walter Quijano as a witness. The defense 

events happened—coincidentally happened at the same time. It does not 
mean that one causes the other. 

“Q. So when we’re talking about these statistical factors—that more men 
re-offend than women, Hispanics offend more than blacks or whites, people 
from the low socioeconomic groups offend more than people from the higher 
socioeconomic groups, people who have opiate addiction or alcohol abuse of­
fend more often than those who don’t, people who have less education offend 
more often than those who have—do all those things cause people to offend? 

“A. No. They are simply contributing factors. They are not causal fac­
tors. One cannot control one’s gender or one’s color. And obviously there 
are many, many Hispanics, many whites, many Orientals who don’t commit 
crimes. But the frequence [sic] among those who commit crimes, these are 
the characteristics. They don’t cause each other; they just happen to be 
coincidental to each other.” Record, Doc. 511601677, at 104–105 (one para­
graph break omitted). 
See also id., Doc. 511601676, at 82–84 (seeking to show that incarceration 
could decrease a defendant’s likelihood of future dangerousness, notwith­
standing the immutable factors, such as race); id., at 82–83 (“If the person 
is put in a prison many of these factors will not be operative anymore be­
cause the prison restriction will not allow those factors to be present, and 
so the more of those factors are controlled by the prison structure, the less 
the danger—the less dangerous the person is in the prison”). 
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sought Quijano’s opinion as to whether Buck would pose a continu­
ing threat to society—a fact that the jury was required to find in 
order to sentence Buck to death. Quijano testified that there 
were several “statistical factors we know to predict future dan­
gerousness,” and listed a defendant’s past crimes, age, sex, race, 
socioeconomic status, employment stability, and substance abuse 
history. 28 Tr. 110–111 (May 6, 1997). As to race, Quijano said: 
“Race. It’s a sad commentary that minorities, Hispanics and 
black people, are over represented in the Criminal Justice Sys­
tem.” Id., at 111. The defense then asked Quijano to “talk 
about environmental factors if [Buck were] incarcerated in 
prison.” Id., at 111–112. Quijano explained that, for example, 
Buck “has no assaultive incidents either at TDC or in jail,” and 
that “that’s a good sign that this person is controllable within a 
jail or prison setting.” Id., at 115. He also explained that Buck’s 
“victim [was] not random” because “there [was] a pre-existing 
relationship,” and that this reduced the probability that Buck 
would pose a future danger. Id., at 112. Ultimately, when the 
defense asked Quijano whether Buck was likely to commit violent 
criminal acts if he were sentenced to life imprisonment, Quijano 
replied, “The probability of that happening in prison would be 
low.” Id., at 115. The defense also offered into evidence, over 
the prosecutor’s objection, a report containing Quijano’s psycho­
logical evaluation of Buck, which substantially mirrored Quijano’s 
trial testimony.1 

On cross-examination, the prosecutor began by asking Quijano 
about the financial compensation he received in return for his 
time and the methods he used to examine Buck. The prosecutor 
then said that she would “like to ask [Quijano] some questions 
from [his] report.” Id., at 155. After inquiring about the statis­
tical factors of past crimes and age and how they might indicate 
future dangerousness in Buck’s case, the prosecutor said: “You 
have determined that the sex factor, that a male is more violent 
than a female because that’s just the way it is, and that the 
race factor, black, increases the future dangerousness for various 

1 The report listed the following statistical factors relevant to the question 
whether Buck would pose a continuing threat to society: past crimes, age, 
sex, race, socioeconomics, employment stability, and substance abuse. As to 
race, the report stated: “4. Race. Black: Increased probability. There is an 
over-representation of Blacks among the violent offenders.” Defense Exh. 
1 in No. 699684 (208th Jud. Dist., Harris Cty., Tex.), p. 7. 
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complicated reasons; is that correct?” Id., at 160. Quijano an­
swered, “Yes.” Ibid. After additional cross-examination and 
testimony from a subsequent witness, the prosecutor argued to 
the jury in summation that Quijano “told you that there was a 
probability that [Buck] would commit future acts of violence.” 
Id., at 260. The jury returned a verdict of death. 

This was not the first time that Quijano had testified in a Texas 
capital case, or in which the prosecution asked him questions 
regarding the relationship between race and future dangerous­
ness. State prosecutors had elicited comparable testimony from 
Quijano in several other cases. In four of them, the prosecution 
called Quijano as a witness. See Gonzales v. Cockrell, Civ. Action 
No. 99–72 (WD Tex., Dec. 19, 2002); Broxton v. Johnson, Civ. 
Action No. 00–1034 (SD Tex., Mar. 28, 2001); Garcia v. Johnson, 
Civ. Action No. 99–134 (ED Tex., Sept. 7, 2000); Saldano v. Texas, 
530 U. S. 1212 (2000). In two, the defense called Quijano, but the 
prosecution was the first to elicit race-related testimony from 
him. See Alba v. Johnson, 232 F. 3d 208 (CA5 2000) (Table); 
Blue v. Johnson, Civ. Action No. 99–0350 (SD Tex., Sept. 29, 
2000). In each case, as in Buck’s, however, the salient fact was 
that the prosecution invited the jury to consider race as a factor 
in sentencing. And in each case, the defendant was sentenced 
to death. 

When one of those defendants, Victor Hugo Saldano, petitioned 
for this Court’s review, the State of Texas confessed error. It 
acknowledged that “the use of race in Saldano’s sentencing seri­
ously undermined the fairness, integrity, or public reputation of 
the judicial process.” Response to Pet. for Cert. in Saldano v. 
Texas, O. T. 1999, No. 99–8119, p. 7. The State continued, “[T]he 
infusion of race as a factor for the jury to weigh in making its 
determination violated [Saldano’s] constitutional right to be sen­
tenced without regard to the color of his skin.” Id., at 8. We 
granted Saldano’s petition, vacated the judgment, and remanded. 
Saldano v. Texas, 530 U. S. 1212. 

Shortly afterwards, the then-attorney general of Texas an­
nounced publicly that he had identified six cases that were “simi­
lar to that of Victor Hugo Saldano” in that “testimony was offered 
by Dr. Quijano that race should be a factor for the jury to con­
sider” in making its sentencing determination. Record in No. 
4:04–cv–03965 (SD Tex.), Doc. 27–5, p. 30 (hereinafter Record) 
(internal quotation marks omitted). These were the five cases 
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listed above (besides Saldano), as well as Buck’s. The attorney 
general declared that “it is inappropriate to allow race to be 
considered as a factor in our criminal justice system.” Record, 
Doc. 27–5, at 30 (internal quotation marks omitted). Accordingly, 
in five of the six cases the attorney general identified, the State 
confessed error and did not raise procedural defenses to the de­
fendants’ federal habeas petitions. Five of the six defendants 
were thus resentenced, each to death. 

Only in Buck’s case, the last of the six cases to reach federal 
habeas review, did the State assert a procedural bar. Why the 
State chose to treat Buck differently from each of the other de­
fendants has not always been clear. As the Court of Appeals for 
the Fifth Circuit recognized in the decision that is the subject of 
this petition, “We are provided with no explanation for why the 
State declined to act consistently with its Attorney General’s pub­
lic announcement with respect to petitioner Buck.” No. 11–70025, 
2011 WL 4067164, *8, n. 41 (Sept. 14, 2011). 

What we do know is that the State justified its assertion of a 
procedural defense in the District Court based on statements and 
omissions that were misleading. The State found itself “com­
pelled” to treat Buck’s case differently from Saldano’s because of 
a “critical distinction”: “Buck himself, not the State[,] offered Dr. 
Quijano’s testimony into evidence.” Record, Doc. 6, at 17. The 
State created the unmistakable impression that Buck’s case dif­
fered from the others in that only Buck called Quijano as a wit­
ness. The State asserted, “[T]he Director is obviously aware of 
the prior confessions of error in other federal habeas corpus cases 
involving similar testimony by Dr. Quijano. However, this case 
is not Saldano. In Saldano’s case Dr. Quijano testified for the 
State.” Id., at 20 (citation omitted; emphasis in original); see also 
ibid. (“Therefore, because it was Buck who called Dr. Quijano to 
testify and derived the benefit of Dr. Quijano’s overall opinion 
that Buck was unlikely to be a future danger despite the existence 
of some negative factors, this case does not represent the odious 
error contained in the Saldano cases”). This was obviously not 
accurate. Like Buck, the defendants in both Blue and Alba called 
Quijano to the stand. But on the ground that only Buck had 
called Quijano as a witness, the State urged the District Court 
that “the former actions of the Director [in the other five cases] 
are not applicable and should not be considered in deciding this 
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case.” Record, Doc. 6, at 20. 2 The District Court applied the 
procedural bar raised by the State and dismissed Buck’s petition. 

Buck later brought the State’s misstatements to light in a mo­
tion to reopen the judgment under Rule 60 of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure. In response, the State erroneously identified 
Alba as a case in which the prosecution had called Quijano to the 
stand, and omitted any mention of Blue. After the District Court 
denied Buck’s Rule 60 motion, Buck highlighted these errors in a 
motion under Rule 59(e) to alter or amend the judgment, which 
the District Court also denied. The Fifth Circuit denied Buck’s 
application for a certificate of appealability (COA) to review these 
two judgments. 

I believe the Fifth Circuit erred in doing so. To obtain a COA, 
a petitioner need not “prove, before the issuance of a COA, that 
some jurists would grant the petition for habeas corpus.” Miller-
El v. Cockrell, 537 U. S. 322, 338 (2003). Instead, a petitioner 
must show that “jurists of reason could disagree with the dis­
trict court’s resolution of his constitutional claims or that ju­
rists could conclude the issues presented are adequate to deserve 
encouragement to proceed further.” Id., at 327. See also 28 
U. S. C. § 2253(c)(2). 

Buck has met this standard. The Rule 60 relief that he sought 
in the District Court was highly discretionary. Liljeberg v. 
Health Services Acquisition Corp., 486 U. S. 847 (1988). Yet the 
District Court denied relief based on a record compromised by 
the State’s misleading remarks and omissions. I realize that, in 
denying Buck’s Rule 59(e) motion, the District Court was aware 
of Buck’s arguments that the State had mischaracterized Alba 
and Blue. But the District Court lacked other information that 
might have influenced its decision. Significantly, the District 
Court could not know that the State would later concede in the 
Fifth Circuit that it had mischaracterized Alba. 

Nor, for similar reasons, did the District Court have the oppor­
tunity to evaluate the State’s subsequent efforts in the Fifth Cir­
cuit and this Court to try to distinguish Buck’s case from Alba 

2 Perhaps, under a generous reading of the State’s briefing, the State 
meant to convey to the District Court that Buck’s case was distinguishable 
from the others not only because he called Quijano as a witness, but also 
because he elicited race-related testimony. But that is not what the briefing 
says. The distinction that the State offered—that Buck alone proffered Qui­
jano as a witness—is incorrect. 
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and Blue. The State argues that although the defendants in 
those cases each proffered Quijano as a witness, they did not, like 
Buck, elicit race-related testimony on direct examination; instead, 
the prosecution first did so on cross-examination. 

This distinction is accurate but not necessarily substantial. 
The context in which Buck’s counsel addressed race differed 
markedly from how the prosecutor used it. On direct examina­
tion, Quijano referred to race as part of his overall opinion that 
Buck would pose a low threat to society were he imprisoned. 
This is exactly how the State has characterized Quijano’s testi­
mony. E. g., Thaler’s Reply to Buck’s Motion for Relief From 
Judgment and Motion for Stay of Execution in No. 4:04–cv–03965 
(SD Tex.), Doc. 30, pp. 15–16 (“In this case, first on direct exami­
nation by the defense, Dr. Quijano merely identified race as one 
statistical factor and pointed out that African-Americans were 
overrepresented in the criminal justice system; he did not state 
a causal relationship, nor did he link this statistic to Buck as an 
individual”). Buck did not argue that his race made him less 
dangerous, and the prosecutor had no need to revisit the issue. 
But she did, in a question specifically designed to persuade the 
jury that Buck’s race made him more dangerous and that, in part 
on this basis, he should be sentenced to death. 

The then-attorney general of Texas recognized that “it is inap­
propriate to allow race to be considered as a factor in our criminal 
justice system.” Record, Doc. 27–5, at 30 (internal quotation 
marks omitted). Whether the District Court would accord any 
weight to the State’s purported distinctions between Buck’s case 
and the others is a question which that court should decide in the 
first instance, based on an unobscured record. Especially in light 
of the capital nature of this case and the express recognition 
by a Texas attorney general that the relevant testimony was 
inappropriately race charged, Buck has presented issues that “de­
serve encouragement to proceed further.” Miller-El, 537 U. S., 
at 327. 

No. 11–6692. Beverly v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 218. 

No. 11–6725. Serrano v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
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eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 411 Fed. 
Appx. 253. 

No. 11–6727. Morales v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 635 F. 
3d 39. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1508. Ansari v. NCS Pearson, Inc., dba Pearson 
VUE, et al., ante, p. 825; and 

No. 11–5473. Kampfer v. Reu et al., ante, p. 909. Petitions 
for rehearing denied. 

November 9, 2011 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–547. HCP, Inc., fka Health Care Property Inves­
tors, Inc. v. Ventas, Inc. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari dismissed 
under this Court’s Rule 46.1. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 291. 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 11A446 (11–6718). Juniper v. Kelly, Warden. Sup. Ct. 
Va. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, pre­
sented to The Chief Justice, and by him referred to the 
Court, denied. 

November 14, 2011 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–851. Stovall, Warden v. Miller. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded for fur­
ther consideration in light of Greene v. Fisher, ante, p. 34. Re­
ported below: 608 F. 3d 913. 

No. 11–282. Branch Banking & Trust v. Gordon. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of AT&T Mobility LLC 
v. Concepcion, 563 U. S. 333 (2011). Reported below: 419 Fed. 
Appx. 920. 
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No. 11–305. McEwen, Warden v. Thompson. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Greene v. Fisher, 
ante, p. 34. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 784. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11A374. Habermann v. United States. Application for 
bail, addressed to Justice Ginsburg and referred to the Court, 
denied. 

No. D–2590. In re Disbarment of Pollack. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see 564 U. S. 1016.] 

No. 11M43. Slough et al. v. United States. Motion for 
leave to file petition for writ of certiorari under seal with redacted 
copies for the public record granted. Justice Kagan took no 
part in the consideration or decision of this motion. 

No. 11M44. Dally v. United States. Motion for leave to 
file petition for writ of certiorari under seal with redacted copies 
for the public record granted. 

No. 10–704. Messerschmidt et al. v. Millender et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1035.] Motion of 
respondents and Brenda Millender, as executor of the estate of 
Augusta Millender, for substitution as respondent in place of Au­
gusta Millender, deceased, is granted. 

No. 11–6335. Daniel B. v. Sunapee School District. Sup. 
Ct. N. H.; and 

No. 11–6728. McLain v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Mo­
tions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied. 
Petitioners are allowed until December 5, 2011, within which to 
pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to submit peti­
tions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–7012. In re Benham. Petition for writ of habeas cor­
pus denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6406. In re Harris-Scott; and 
No. 11–6593. In re Mach. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

denied. 
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No. 11–6417. In re Thomas. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–6532. In re Ruiz Rivera. Petition for writ of manda­
mus denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6961. In re Ruston. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 11–159. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Security v. 
Capato, on Behalf of B. N. C. et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
granted. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 626. 

No. 11–161. Armour et al. v. City of Indianapolis, In­
diana, et al. Sup. Ct. Ind. Certiorari granted. Reported 
below: 946 N. E. 2d 553. 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari in No. 11– 
393 granted. Certiorari in No. 11–400 granted limited to the 
issue of severability presented by Question 3 of the petition. 
Cases consolidated, and a total of 90 minutes is allotted for oral 
argument. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 1235. 
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No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari granted. 
In addition to Question 1 presented by the petition, the parties 
are directed to brief and argue the following question: “Whether 
the suit brought by respondents to challenge the minimum cover­
age provision of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, 
26 U. S. C. § 5000A, is barred by the Anti-Injunction Act, 26 
U. S. C. § 7421(a).” A total of two hours is allotted for oral argu­
ment on Question 1 and one hour on the additional question. 
Reported below: 648 F. 3d 1235. 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari granted 
limited to Question 1 presented by the petition. Reported below: 
648 F. 3d 1235. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1285. Countrywide Home Loans, Inc. v. Rodriguez 
et ux. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 
F. 3d 136. 

No. 10–10217. Cunningham v. Kelley et ux. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 2d Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 53 So. 3d 
1034. 

No. 10–10731. Cardales-Luna v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 731. 

No. 10–10777. Alvarez-Cordova v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 994. 

No. 10–10838. Medina v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10842. Williams v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 130. 

No. 10–11210. Nathanson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 162. 

No. 10–11225. Tinsley v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 407 Fed. Appx. 711. 
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No. 11–57. Harper Excavating, Inc. v. Hansen. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1216. 

No. 11–169. Tennessee ex rel. Watson et al. v. Waters 
et al. Ct. App. Tenn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–252. Lee Investments LLC, dba Island v. United 
States Fidelity & Guaranty Co. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1126. 

No. 11–295. Harvey v. Reddish, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 1228. 

No. 11–298. Clampitt v. Geurin et ux. Ct. App. Ark. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2010 Ark. App. 558. 

No. 11–300. Sebba v. Littleton. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11– 304 . Crawford v. Wolverine, Proctor & 
Schwartz, Inc., et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–312. Joy et al. v. Three Angels Broadcasting 
Network, Inc., et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–313. Tuan Anh Do v. Phuong Duc Dang et al. Ct. 
App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–314. Bodnar v. Lestitian. Super. Ct. Pa. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 998 A. 2d 1020. 

No. 11–315. Yoonessi v. Ratajczak et al. Ct. App. N. Y. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 15 N. Y. 3d 913, 939 N. E. 
2d 144. 

No. 11–322. Gray et al. v. Corona Construction et al. 
Ct. App. Mich. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–324. Ong v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. Div. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–327. Babb v. Angell. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 349. 

No. 11–344. Calix v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 240. 
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No. 11–356. Lufkin Industries, Inc. v. McClain, Individu­
ally and on Behalf of All Others Similarly Situated, 
et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 
F. 3d 374. 

No. 11–365. Karpeeva et al. v. Department of Homeland 
Security Citizenship and Immigration Services et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. 
Appx. 919. 

No. 11–367. Davidson v. Vasquez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 607. 

No. 11–368. Collis v. Bank of America, N. A. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 195. 

No. 11–380. Workman v. Mingo County Board of Educa­
tion. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 
Fed. Appx. 348. 

No. 11–384. Silgan Containers Corp. v. National Union 
Fire Insurance Company of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 709. 

No. 11–402. Victory Through Jesus Sports Ministry 
Foundation v. Lee’s Summit R–7 School District et al. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 329. 

No. 11–447. Holland v. City of Chicago, Illinois, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 248. 

No. 11–486. Daidone v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 26. 

No. 11–5073. Kinane et al. v. United States. Ct. App. 
D. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 23. 

No. 11–5174. Irick v. Bell, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 289. 

No. 11–5325. Hudson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 343. 

No. 11–5385. Maly v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–5417. Bafford v. Midąrst Bank et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5433. Tran v. Newport News Holdings Corp. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 423. 

No. 11–5664. Ochoa v. Rubin. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 15 A. 3d 540. 

No. 11–5687. Ewing v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 611. 

No. 11–5762. Winąeld v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 243. 

No. 11–5798. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5799. Darcus v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5886. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 351. 

No. 11–6117. Villegas Lopez v. Ryan, Director, Arizona 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 1198. 

No. 11–6201. Jiles v. Orleans Parish Prison Medical 
Clinic et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 425 Fed. Appx. 367. 

No. 11–6230. Wiggins v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 
Fed. Appx. 468. 

No. 11–6231. Williams v. City of Natchitoches, Louisi­
ana, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6232. Williams v. Adams, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 829. 

No. 11–6234. Venta v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6245. Poydras v. Martin et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 337. 

No. 11–6246. Petterway v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., 
App. Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6247. Levi v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 5th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1191, 996 N. E. 
2d 781. 

No. 11–6253. McBride v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6255. Murphy v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1201, 997 
N. E. 2d 1010. 

No. 11–6256. McClendon v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6262. Nash v. Ptashnink et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6266. Theer v. Harvey, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 231. 

No. 11–6270. Withrow v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6272. Abrams v. Rudek, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 685. 

No. 11–6278. Sims v. Hanlon, Superintendent, Indiana 
Correctional Industrial Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6288. Sullivan v. Wyoming. Sup. Ct. Wyo. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 WY 46, 247 P. 3d 879. 

No. 11–6293. Prince v. Arizona. Sup. Ct. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 226 Ariz. 516, 250 P. 3d 1145. 

No. 11–6297. Jones v. Winter et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6311. Assa’ad-Faltas v. City of Columbia, South 
Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6316. Maldonado v. Runnels, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6317. Thornton v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6319. Salazar, aka Solazar v. Thaler, Director, 
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional In­
stitutions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6322. Ramer v. Long et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 73. 

No. 11–6323. Victor O. v. Connecticut. Sup. Ct. Conn. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 301 Conn. 163, 20 A. 3d 669. 

No. 11–6324. Mouton v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6336. Bradley v. Connecticut. Sup. Ct. Conn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6345. Ponce v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. 
Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6349. Wright v. Symmes, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6353. Dydzak v. George, Chief Justice, Supreme 
Court of California, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6354. Dorf, fka Dragomir v. Griggs et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 406. 

No. 11–6356. Lee v. Upton, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6360. Bowen v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 307 Ga. App. 204, 704 S. E. 2d 436. 

No. 11–6366. Hinton v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6383. Bradley v. Barrow, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6384. Brown v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6386. McDowell v. Mississippi et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6387. Ortega v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6390. Hurtado v. Runnels, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 704. 

No. 11–6393. Fowler v. Howell. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 571. 

No. 11–6395. Hollins v. Fulton County, Georgia, et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. 
Appx. 828. 

No. 11–6397. Garrison v. Rock, Superintendent, Upstate 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6400. Fuqua v. Finn, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6403. Jacobs v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. 
Dist., Div. 3. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6405. Gary v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 605. 

No. 11–6408. Martin v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6409. Caballero v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6410. Campbell v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6411. Coddington v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. 
Okla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 OK CR 17, 254 
P. 3d 684. 
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No. 11–6413. Darby v. Ricci, Administrator, New Jersey 
State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6415. Petros v. Boos et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 569. 

No. 11–6426. Edwards v. Rubin et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6442. Coleman v. Alabama et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6478. Cedrins v. Executive Committee of the 
United States District Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6480. Morris v. Carey, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 634. 

No. 11–6531. Cedrins v. United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6538. Cruz v. McGrady, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Retreat, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6548. Jones v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 1206. 

No. 11–6554. Derringer v. Baxter et al. Ct. App. N. M. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6571. Borbon v. Davison, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6577. Lancaster v. Bigelow, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 F. 3d 773. 

No. 11–6581. Mendiola-Ponce v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 
3d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6590. Smith v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6597. Zacke v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6663. Savior v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 26 A. 3d 1211. 

No. 11–6697. Travillion v. Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 610 Pa. 13, 17 A. 3d 1247. 

No. 11–6703. Caston-Goodjohn v. Shinseki, Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 326. 

No. 11–6770. Bernard v. Davis. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 231. 

No. 11–6782. Adkins v. Crow, Judge, United States Dis­
trict Court for the District of Kansas, et al. (Reported 
below: 432 Fed. Appx. 748); Adkins v. Sanders, Judge, District 
Court of Kansas, Butler County, et al. (432 Fed. Appx. 748); 
Adkins v. Martin, Judge, United States District Court for 
the District of Kansas, et al. (450 Fed. Appx. 699); and Ad­
kins v. Sapien et al. (432 Fed. Appx. 751). C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6815. Brown v. Horell, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 969. 

No. 11–6819. Ramos v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 893. 

No. 11–6827. Staples, aka Ross v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 706. 

No. 11–6831. Baker v. Walker et al. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6834. DeRoss v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 85. 

No. 11–6837. Camacho Torres v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 
738. 

No. 11–6843. Rice v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6844. Smith v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 998. 
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No. 11–6846. Modena v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 444. 

No. 11–6853. Toolasprashad v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 240. 

No. 11–6855. Walker v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6856. Watlington v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 279. 

No. 11–6859. Velasco-Castaneda v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 316. 

No. 11–6860. Ramirez-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 778. 

No. 11–6861. Rusan v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6864. Ruiz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 374. 

No. 11–6866. Harris v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 174. 

No. 11–6868. Delgadillo v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6871. Williams v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 134. 

No. 11–6874. Goncalves v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 245. 

No. 11–6875. Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 365. 

No. 11–6878. Harris v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 543. 

No. 11–6879. Aguilar v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6880. Booker v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 1115. 
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No. 11–6883. Booker v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6892. Jefferson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 382. 

No. 11–6894. Munoz v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 495. 

No. 11–6900. Miranda v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 866. 

No. 11–6902. Owens v. Harrington. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 980. 

No. 11–6906. Smith v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 413. 

No. 11–6907. Carbajal Sanchez, aka Tapia, aka Martinez-
Ruiz, aka Sanchez-Carbajal, aka Carbajal v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 
Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 11–6909. Bennett v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6910. Benton v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 723. 

No. 11–6911. Buck v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 202. 

No. 11–6915. Torres v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 241. 

No. 11–6916. Wheeler v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 831. 

No. 11–6920. Asifo v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 625. 

No. 11–6921. Bicuna-Rios, aka Rios Bicuna v. United 
States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6924. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 174. 
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No. 11–6926. McDonald v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 75. 

No. 11–6929. Macias-Ovalle v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 11–6930. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 757. 

No. 11–6940. Rodriguez-Quiros v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 347. 

No. 11–6951. Minor v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 233. 

No. 11–6953. Waldron v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 680. 

No. 11–6956. Maier v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1148. 

No. 11–6966. Borja-Vega, aka Vega, aka Ortega, aka 
Gomez-Borja, aka Orrostieta, aka Aveja Granados, aka 
Berduzco-Pena, aka Reynosa Vega v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 373. 

No. 11–6968. Gevers v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6970. Shefąeld v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 372 Fed. Appx. 364. 

No. 11–6972. Blanks v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 228. 

No. 10–1519. Florida v. Garland. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st 
Dist. Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 70 So. 3d 
609. 

No. 11–293. Kivisto v. Miller, Canfield, Paddock & 
Stone, PLC, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Motion of petitioner to 
defer consideration of petition for writ of certiorari denied. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 136. 

No. 11–299. West Linn Corporate Park, L. L. C. v. City of 
West Linn, Oregon, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Motions of National 
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Association of Home Builders et al., Pacific Legal Foundation, and 
New England Legal Foundation for leave to file briefs as amici 
curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. 
Appx. 700. 

No. 11–359. Miracle Star Women’s Recovering Commu­
nity, Inc. v. Jett et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Motion 
of National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
Antelope Valley Branch Unit #1023, for leave to file a brief as 
amicus curiae granted. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–475. Tyrrell v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6836. Dawson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 433 Fed. 
Appx. 151. 

No. 11–6938. Smith v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 891. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–8903. Guilas v. Brauer et al., 563 U. S. 922; 
No. 10–10659. Draganov v. Washington, ante, p. 843; 
No. 10–10688. Lamkin v. Texas, ante, p. 844; 
No. 10–10757. HeĆey v. Delaware, ante, p. 848; 
No. 10–10791. Jackson v. Gonzalez et al., ante, p. 849; 
No. 10–11157. McDowell v. Walsh, Superintendent, 

State Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al., ante, 
p. 870; 

No. 11–5074. Kemppainen v. Texas, ante, p. 888; 
No. 11–5177. Hendricks et ux. v. Stepp et al., ante, 

p. 893; 
No. 11–5201. Pitts v. Davis, Warden, ante, p. 894; 
No. 11–5344. Carr v. H. O. P. E. Community Service, Inc., 

ante, p. 902; 
No. 11–5451. Jarvis v. Staples, Inc., ante, p. 908; 
No. 11–5452. Eltayib v. DeWalt, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 908; 
No. 11–5555. In re Dunbar, ante, p. 813; and 
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No. 11–5740. Melton v. Ger Taylor Gardens, LLC, ante, 
p. 950. Petitions for rehearing denied. 

No. 10–9837. Wilson v. United States, ante, p. 931. Peti­
tion for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

November 15, 2011 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11A480. Brooks v. Ohio. Application for stay of execu­
tion of sentence of death, presented to Justice Kagan, and by 
her referred to the Court, denied. 

No. 11A485. Brooks v. Bobby, Warden. Application for stay 
of execution of sentence of death, presented to Justice Kagan, 
and by her referred to the Court, denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–7307 (11A471). Chandler v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. 
Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented 
to Justice Thomas, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 75 So. 3d 267. 

No. 11–7324 (11A479). Brooks v. Bobby, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, pre­
sented to Justice Kagan, and by her referred to the Court, 
denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 959. 

No. 11–7342 (11A484). Brooks v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuya­
hoga County. Application for stay of execution of sentence of 
death, presented to Justice Kagan, and by her referred to the 
Court, denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011-Ohio­
5877. 

November 17, 2011 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–7463 (11A496). Rhoades v. Reinke, Director, Idaho 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Applica­
tion for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented to Jus­
tice Kennedy, and by him referred to the Court, denied. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 671 F. 3d 856. 
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No. 11–7466 (11A497). Rhoades v. Blades, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, 
presented to Justice Kennedy, and by him referred to the 
Court, denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 
1202. 

November 18, 2011 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, p. 1033.] H. Bartow Farr III, Esq., of Washington, D. C., 
is invited to brief and argue these cases as amicus curiae in 
support of the judgment of the Court of Appeals that the mini­
mum coverage provision of the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act, 26 U. S. C. § 5000A, is severable from the entirety of 
the remainder of the Act. 

No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, p. 1034.] Robert A. Long, Esq., of Washington, D. C., is 
invited to brief and argue this case as amicus curiae in support 
of the position that the Anti-Injunction Act, 26 U. S. C. § 7421(a), 
bars the suit brought by respondents to challenge the minimum 
coverage provision of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act, 26 U. S. C. § 5000A. 

November 21, 2011 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 11A501. Doe et al. v. Reed, Secretary of State of 
Washington, et al. D. C. W. D. Wash. Application for injunc­
tion, presented to Justice Kennedy, and by him referred to the 
Court, denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this application. 

Justice Alito, dissenting. 

In Doe v. Reed, 561 U. S. 186 (2010), the Court rejected appli­
cants’ facial challenge to the Washington law authorizing the dis­
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closure of referendum petitions but assured applicants that the 
disclosure could be blocked if a proper party could show that 
compelled disclosure would result in “ ‘threats, harassment, or 
reprisals.’ ” Id., at 201. Today’s order reveals that this assur­
ance was empty. 

On remand, the District Court rejected applicants’ as-applied 
challenge, relying primarily on a highly questionable interpreta­
tion of our precedents. The District Court reasoned that only a 
select few organizations—what the court termed “minor” political 
parties and “fringe” groups—may challenge the disclosure of the 
names of persons who sign a referendum petition. Case No. C09– 
5456 (WD Wash., Oct. 17, 2011), pp. 13–15. If a referendum suc­
ceeds or nearly succeeds (or if the referendum supports a position 
that has not been historically vilified), then, according to the Dis­
trict Court, disclosure of the names of the citizens who signed 
the petition cannot be shielded no matter how strong the evidence 
of threatened retaliation or how severe the nature of the threats. 
Id., at 15. Whether this is a correct interpretation of our cases 
presents an important question that merits serious appellate 
review. 

The alternative basis for the District Court’s holding—that ap­
plicants did not present sufficient evidence of threatened harm— 
also presents an important legal issue, namely, the type and quan­
tity of proof that persons objecting to disclosure must adduce. 
As Judge N. R. Smith observed below, applicants adduced evi­
dence that some supporters of the referendum “received death 
threats,” “had their children threatened,” and suffered various 
indignities, Case No. 11–35854 (CA9, Nov. 16, 2011), p. 8 (dissent­
ing opinion), but according to the District Court, this was not 
enough. Whether the standard of proof applied by the District 
Court provides any real protection for persons who are threat­
ened with retaliation for asserting their First Amendment rights 
is an important issue that merits considered appellate review. 

There has been no such review in this case. When applicants 
took an appeal to the Ninth Circuit, the panel denied the stay 
application over Judge Smith’s protest that the majority had 
“race[d] to decide the case at [a] preliminary stage based on in­
complete information and without even reviewing the record.” 
Id., at 3. 

This Court now takes a similar approach. Particularly since 
the referendum at issue went down to defeat more than two years 
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ago, the Court’s haste is hard to understand. I would grant a 
stay at least until the Court has had an opportunity to review 
the record and to consider the parties’ arguments. 

November 22, 2011 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 10–218. PPL Montana, LLC v. Montana. Sup. Ct. 
Mont. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1018.] Motion of the Solici­
tor General for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus 
curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–1150. Mayo Collaborative Services, dba Mayo 
Medical Laboratories, et al. v. Prometheus Laboratories, 
Inc. C. A. Fed. Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1018.] Mo­
tion of the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argu­
ment as amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–1293. Federal Communications Commission et al. 
v. Fox Television Stations, Inc., et al.; and Federal Commu­
nications Commission et al. v. ABC, Inc., et al. C. A. 2d 
Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1036.] Motion of respondents 
for divided argument granted. Justice Sotomayor took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this motion. 

No. 10–1399. Roberts v. Sea-Land Services, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of 
petitioner to dispense with printing the joint appendix granted. 

No. 10–8505. Williams v. Illinois. Sup. Ct. Ill. [Certiorari 
granted, 564 U. S. 1052.] Motion of the Solicitor General for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument granted. 

November 28, 2011 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–11113. Fuller v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Sykes v. United 
States, 564 U. S. 1 (2011). Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 655. 
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Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–6476. Curto v. Smith et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–6498. Maisano v. Arizona. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6521. Abulkhair v. Toskos et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Re­
ported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 98. 

No. 11–6534. Engle v. Wiseman, Judge, Court of Common 
Pleas of Ohio, Montgomery County, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–6573. Jones v. Whitney Holding Corp. et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–6616. Blackmer v. Social Security Administra­
tion. C. A. 1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6617. Butler v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
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sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6645. Joelson v. Department of Justice et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–6806. Spuck v. Fredric. C. A. 3d Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner 
has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed 
not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from 
petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid 
and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See 
Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 
(1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 358. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11A363. Gargano v. Supreme Judicial Court of Mas­
sachussetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. Mass. Application for stay, ad­
dressed to Justice Scalia and referred to the Court, denied. 

No. D–2604. In re Discipline of Charles. James George 
Charles, of Rockville, Md., is suspended from the practice of law 
in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2605. In re Discipline of Mabry. Ralph Thomas 
Mabry, Jr., of Silver Spring, Md., is suspended from the practice 
of law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 
days, requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred 
from the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2606. In re Discipline of Lucas. Timothy John 
Lucas, of Erie, Pa., is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2607. In re Discipline of Thompson. Theodore Q. 
Thompson, of Blue Bell, Pa., is suspended from the practice of 
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law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2608. In re Discipline of Morgan. Frank H. Mor­
gan, Jr., of West Chester, Pa., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2609. In re Discipline of Pearson. Jeffry S. Pear­
son, of Philadelphia, Pa., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2610. In re Discipline of Woolverton. Daniel A. 
Woolverton, of Lakeland, Fla., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2611. In re Discipline of Shea. Wevley William 
Shea, of Anchorage, Alaska, is suspended from the practice of law 
in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2612. In re Discipline of Rosen. Sol Zalel Rosen, 
of Arlington, Va., is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2613. In re Discipline of Harman. Sara Davis Har­
man, of Glen Allen, Va., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring her to show cause why she should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2614. In re Discipline of Creel. Richard Mark 
Creel, of Naples, Fla., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 
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No. D–2615. In re Discipline of Cotter. Richard T. Cot­
ter, of Fort Myers Beach, Fla., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2616. In re Discipline of Blau. J. Gordon Blau, of 
Longwood, Fla., is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2717. In re Discipline of Adorno. Henry Nissim 
Adorno, of Miami, Fla., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2718. In re Discipline of Cruse. Samuel Warren 
Cruse, of Augusta, Ga., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2719. In re Discipline of Bartko. Gregory Bartko, 
of Atlanta, Ga., is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2720. In re Discipline of Regan. Cabell Jones 
Regan, of Pittsboro, N. C., is suspended from the practice of law 
in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2721. In re Discipline of Ford. Tonya L. Ford, of 
Raleigh, N. C., is suspended from the practice of law in this Court, 
and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring her to 
show cause why she should not be disbarred from the practice of 
law in this Court. 

No. 11M45. Waugh v. Anheuser-Busch Inbev et al. Mo­
tion to direct the Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out 
of time denied. 
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No. 10–10325. Ellis v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Motion of 
petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 803] denied. 

No. 10–10726. Green v. Mabus, Secretary of the Navy. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order 
denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 811] denied. 

No. 10–10921. McKinnedy v. Reynolds, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 804] denied. 

No. 10–10941. Williams v. Moore. C. A. 8th Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 804] denied. 

No. 10–11038. Burns v. Commissioner of Revenue of Min­
nesota. Sup. Ct. Minn. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration 
of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 811] 
denied. 

No. 10–11039. In re Burns et al. Motion of petitioner for 
reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris [ante, p. 811] denied. 

No. 10–11235. Hodge v. Board of County Commissioners 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration 
of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 805] 
denied. 

No. 11–5218. In re Grayton. Motion of petitioner for recon­
sideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
[ante, p. 811] denied. 

No. 11–5707. Sanders v. United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan. C. A. 6th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 938] denied. 

No. 11–5792. Morgan v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsidera­
tion of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, 
p. 940] denied. 

No. 11–5954. Latos v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of 
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order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 812] 
denied. 

No. 11–6147. Dade v. United States District Court for 
the District of Idaho. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris [ante, p. 938] denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion. 

No. 11–6439. Eby v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz.; 
No. 11–6460. Washington et vir v. Louisiana et al. C. A. 

5th Cir.;* 
No. 11–6587. Day v. Minnesota et al. Ct. App. Minn.; 
No. 11–6711. Papadimitriou v. Papadimitriou. Ct. Sp. 

App. Md.; 
No. 11–6898. Leventhal v. Schaffer et al. C. A. 8th 

Cir.; and 
No. 11–7000. Windsor v. United States et al. C. A. 11th 

Cir. Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied. Petitioners are allowed until December 19, 2011, 
within which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) 
and to submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules 
of this Court. 

No. 11–7130. In re Kissane; and 
No. 11–7134. In re Perry. Petitions for writs of habeas cor­

pus denied. 

No. 11–6461. In re DiGianni. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6629. In re Webb; and 
No. 11–7086. In re Evans. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

denied. 

No. 11–383. In re Sigg; 
No. 11–6957. In re King; and 
No. 11–7108. In re Steele. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

and/or prohibition denied. 

*[Reporter’s Note: This order was vacated on February 21, 2012, post, 
p. 1194.] 
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Certiorari Granted 

No. 11–94. Southern Union Co. v. United States. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 17. 

No. 11–199. Vasquez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari granted. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 889. 

No. 11–204. Christopher et al. v. SmithKline Beecham 
Corp., dba GlaxoSmithKline. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
granted. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 383. 

No. 11–5683. Dorsey v. United States; and 
No. 11–5721. Hill v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Mo­

tions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, cases consolidated, and a total of 
one hour is allotted for oral argument. Reported below: No. 11– 
5683, 635 F. 3d 336; No. 11–5721, 417 Fed. Appx. 560. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1474. Chein v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–1518. Fisher et al. v. United States District 
Court for the Northern District of Texas et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10273. McAfee v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
630 F. 3d 383. 

No. 10–10310. Phillips v. City of Renton, Washington. 
Sup. Ct. Wash. Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10358. V. G. v. Sacramento County Department of 
Health and Human Services. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 188 Cal. App. 4th 392, 114 
Cal. Rptr. 3d 638. 

No. 10–10536. Walker v. Honyaouma. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–10607. Alamo Villegas et al. v. Berrios Castro-
dad et al. Sup. Ct. P. R. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 10–10651. Khan v. Bland et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 519. 

No. 10–10824. Savage v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Fed. Appx. 220. 

No. 10–10833. Essett v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10982. Bownes v. Rednour, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 10–10987. Dean v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 1200. 

No. 10–11004. Baranda-Cuevas v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 177. 

No. 10–11212. Masciandaro v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 458. 

No. 10–11224. Byrd v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 485. 

No. 10–11262. Fowler v. Geithner, Secretary of the 
Treasury. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
417 Fed. Appx. 279. 

No. 11–36. Mortimer Howard Trust et al. v. Park Vil­
lage Apartment Tenants Assn. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1150. 

No. 11–107. Wheeler v. Newport News Shipbuilding & 
Dry Dock Co. et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 637 F. 3d 280. 

No. 11–109. Dallas, Interim Secretary, Maryland De­
partment of Human Resources, et al. v. L. J. et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 297. 

No. 11–127. Spansion, Inc., et al. v. International Trade 
Commission et al.; and 

No. 11–128. Qualcomm Inc. v. International Trade Com­
mission et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 629 F. 3d 1331. 
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No. 11–129. Rodriguez, Administrator of the Estate of 
Rodriguez for the Beneąt of Rodriguez et al. v. Sebe­
lius, Secretary of Health and Human Services. C. A. Fed. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 1381. 

No. 11–134. Vibo Corp., dba General Tobacco v. Arkan­
sas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 
Ark. 124, 380 S. W. 3d 411. 

No. 11–191. Michigan v. Fackelman. Sup. Ct. Mich. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 489 Mich. 515, 802 N. W. 2d 552. 

No. 11–202. Sigg et al. v. Sigg et al. Ct. App. Kan. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 44 Kan. App. 2d xiii, 238 P. 3d 
331. 

No. 11–212. Reeves v. Roe et al. Sup. Ct. S. C. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 392 S. C. 143, 708 S. E. 2d 778. 

No. 11–215. Evans et al. v. Wapato Heritage, LLC, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 557. 

No. 11–221. DiFiore et al. v. American Airlines, Inc. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 81. 

No. 11–224. CVS Pharmacy, Inc., et al. v. West Virginia 
ex rel. McGraw, Attorney General of West Virginia. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 169. 

No. 11–228. Argentine Republic v. National Grid PLC. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 
365. 

No. 11–235. Faulkner v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1009. 

No. 11–245. City of Los Angeles, California v. Alameda 
Books, Inc.; and 

No. 11–379. Alameda Books, Inc., et al. v. City of Los 
Angeles, California. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 631 F. 3d 1031. 

No. 11–279. Hart v. Family Dental Group, P. C., et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 561. 
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No. 11–333. Merritt et al. v. R&R Capital LLC. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 85. 

No. 11–334. Adventure Outdoors, Inc., et al. v. Bloom­
berg, Mayor of the City of New York, et al. Ct. App. Ga. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 307 Ga. App. 356, 705 S. E. 
2d 241. 

No. 11–335. Hubert, Warden v. Scott. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 659. 

No. 11–349. Kossie v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 
Fed. Appx. 434. 

No. 11–354. Burkholder et al. v. International Union, 
United Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Imple­
ment Workers of America, Local No. 12, et al. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 360. 

No. 11–355. Manchas v. Bickell, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 184. 

No. 11–358. Sawyer v. Worcester et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Fed. Appx. 748. 

No. 11–362. Lewicki et al. v. Washington County, Penn­
sylvania, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 431 Fed. Appx. 205. 

No. 11–364. Vargas v. Enterprise Leasing Co. et al. 
Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 60 So. 3d 1037. 

No. 11–372. Wodka v. Causeway Capital Management 
LLC et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
433 Fed. Appx. 563. 

No. 11–373. Smith et ux. v. Regions Bank et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–374. Smith et ux. v. Atlantic Southern Bank 
et al. (three judgments). C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–375. Zahl v. New Jersey Department of Law & 
Public Safety et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 205. 
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No. 11–376. Fotheringham v. Avery Dennison Corp. Ct. 
App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–377. Galiana v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 849. 

No. 11–388. Galindo-Romero v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 
F. 3d 873. 

No. 11–389. Harper, Individually and as Personal Rep­
resentative of the Estate of Her Husband, Harper, De­
ceased v. United Services Automobile Assn., aka USAA; 
and Harper v. United Services Automobile Assn., aka 
USAA. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–395. Whittaker v. Whittaker. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 228 W. Va. 84, 717 S. E. 2d 
868. 

No. 11–396. Luby v. Bedell, Chief Judge, Circuit Court 
of West Virginia, Harrison County, et al. Sup. Ct. App. 
W. Va. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 228 W. Va. 252, 719 
S. E. 2d 722. 

No. 11–399. Sorcia, aka Sorcia-Rico v. Holder, Attorney 
General. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
633 F. 3d 117. 

No. 11–401. Sinani v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 475. 

No. 11–417. Staton Holdings, Inc., dba Staton Whole­
sale v. Federal Communications Commission et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. 
Appx. 1. 

No. 11–419. Yiling Zhang v. Lake Elsinore Uniąed 
School District et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 53. 

No. 11–424. Lomas v. Hedgpeth, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–432. Raley, Individually and as Parent and Next 
Friend of C. G. et al., Minor Children v. Hyundai Motor 
Co., Ltd., et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 642 F. 3d 1271. 

No. 11–450. Snider v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–453. Pletcher v. Alaska. Sup. Ct. Alaska. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–458. Purnell v. Henry. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 524. 

No. 11–467. Nancy Sue Davis Trust v. Evercore Capital 
Partners II, L. L. C., et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 644 F. 3d 259. 

No. 11–468. Benas v. Baca et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 524. 

No. 11–478. Risk et ux. v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–485. Price v. Thurmer, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 831. 

No. 11–488. Henley v. Wisconsin. Sup. Ct. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2010 WI 97, 328 Wis. 2d 544, 787 
N. W. 2d 350. 

No. 11–500. Fitzgerald v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 11–514. Quinto v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–538. Whitley v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 278. 

No. 11–5058. Mitchell v. Dallas Housing Authority. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. 
Appx. 744. 

No. 11–5129. Tackett v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5408. Overton v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 173. 

No. 11–5457. Minicone v. Werlinger, Warden. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 84. 

No. 11–5485. Orr v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 944. 

No. 11–5508. Oliver v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 630 F. 3d 397. 

No. 11–5580. Antonsson v. Kast. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5718. Hirsch v. Enoch Pratt Free Library et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5885. Billups v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 72 So. 3d 122. 

No. 11–5896. Doster v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 72 So. 3d 50. 

No. 11–5940. Doorly v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5952. Butler v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 11–5991. Zagorski v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6002. Hardy v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 143. 

No. 11–6079. Parker v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 220. 

No. 11–6096. Fisher v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 336. 

No. 11–6224. Worthington v. Roper, Warden. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 487. 

No. 11–6425. Byrd v. Workman, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1159. 
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No. 11–6436. Easterling v. Pollard, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6438. Cardona Sandoval v. Rushing, Warden. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6440. Cox v. Florida Bar. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 61 So. 3d 1113. 

No. 11–6441. Clemons v. Monroe, Assistant Warden, 
et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 
Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–6443. Corkern v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6444. Dean v. Cain, Warden, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 370. 

No. 11–6445. Dendy v. Streeter, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6447. Ellison v. Padula, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 182. 

No. 11–6448. Cassell v. Dawkins et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6449. Dubois v. Marshall, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6450. Lamar v. Clements, Executive Director, 
Colorado Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 718. 

No. 11–6451. Vega Noriega v. Thaler, Director, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6454. Proctor v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6459. Tucker v. McCauley et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6471. Jackson v. Helton et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 228. 
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No. 11–6481. Orsello v. Rivard, Sheriff, Chisago County, 
Minnesota, et al. Ct. App. Minn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6483. Windsor v. Prince, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6487. Maxwell v. Scarpino et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6488. Jones v. Bennett et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 236. 

No. 11–6489. Gore v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 66 So. 3d 302. 

No. 11–6491. Mohiuddin v. Raytheon Co. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6497. Rincker v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6499. Jackson v. Varano, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Coal Township, et al. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6507. Reyna v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6512. Breakman v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6517. Yepes v. Allison, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6518. Richard v. Pritchard et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 271. 

No. 11–6519. Searcy v. Correctional Medical Services, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6520. Reece v. Haviland, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6523. James v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6524. Ellard v. Georgia. Super. Ct. Ga., Douglas 
County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6535. Chinea v. Smith, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6537. Easterling v. Siarnicki et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 524. 

No. 11–6543. Underwood v. Prosper, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6549. Chung Kao v. Knowles, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6551. Owens v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6559. Amos v. Jones, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 199. 

No. 11–6563. Brown v. Arkansas Department of Human 
Services et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 452 Fed. Appx. 690. 

No. 11–6565. Parker v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 292. 

No. 11–6572. Land v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 5th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6582. Miller v. South Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 393 S. C. 248, 713 S. E. 2d 
253. 

No. 11–6586. Davis v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6591. Rolon v. Beacon Cos. et al. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 1112, 938 N. E. 
2d 905. 

No. 11–6592. King v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–6598. Medina v. Artus, Superintendent, Clinton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6599. Givens v. Criswell et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 236. 

No. 11–6605. Hill v. Allison, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6608. Martinez v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6609. Lawhorn v. Ray, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 291. 

No. 11–6611. McCormick v. United States District Court 
for the District of Kansas. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6619. Canha v. Washington. Ct. App. Wash. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 159 Wash. App. 1044. 

No. 11–6620. Dossett v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6621. Cooper v. Wise, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 689. 

No. 11–6627. Sonner v. McDaniel, Warden. Sup. Ct. Nev. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1176, 373 P. 3d 962. 

No. 11–6654. Ivantchouk v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. 
Appx. 918. 

No. 11–6670. Creek v. United States et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6675. Mikell v. Thomas, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6678. Concepcion v. Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6690. Armstrong v. Brunsman, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6698. Vasquez v. Yates, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 755. 

No. 11–6704. Cole v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 280. 

No. 11–6707. Pickett v. Rollins et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6714. Escareno v. Evans, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6747. Gates v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-5348. 

No. 11–6771. Moya-Feliciano v. Tucker, Secretary, Flor­
ida Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6776. Moore v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 1104, 253 P. 3d 1153. 

No. 11–6778. Klaudt v. Dooley, Warden, et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6787. Castle v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. Appx. 924. 

No. 11–6796. Sheehan v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6801. Mason v. Godinez, Director, Illinois De­
partment of Corrections, et al. App. Ct. Ill., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1218, 997 
N. E. 2d 1018. 

No. 11–6804. Spivey v. Pierce, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6813. Abulkhair v. New Century Financial Serv­
ices, Inc. Super. Ct. N. J., App. Div. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6826. Pratt v. Board of Pharmacy et al. Ct. App. 
Cal., 3d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6838. Pinder v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6842. Kazas v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 813. 

No. 11–6857. Valadez v. Britten, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6865. Roizman v. Barkan Management Co., Inc. 
App. Ct. Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. 
App. 1123, 947 N. E. 2d 1154. 

No. 11–6869. Carlson v. Dooley, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6890. Robinson v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6913. Bator v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 11–6928. Lewis v. United States;
 
No. 11–6939. Solomon v. United States; and
 
No. 11–6965. Chance v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir.
 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 844. 

No. 11–6931. Kampfer v. Buchanan et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6952. Dattilio v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 187. 

No. 11–6959. Munoz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 261. 

No. 11–6963. Spears v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 242. 

No. 11–6978. Henderson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 96. 
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No. 11–6980. Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 159. 

No. 11–6981. Hayes v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 256. 

No. 11–6983. Hack v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 304. 

No. 11–6985. Falls v. Fondren, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 936. 

No. 11–6987. Gjuraj v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 4. 

No. 11–6988. Filter v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6989. Israel v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6990. Gravely v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6991. Garnett v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Fed. Appx. 896. 

No. 11–6992. Gray v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 464. 

No. 11–6993. Haynes v. Federal Bureau of Prisons et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. 
Appx. 779. 

No. 11–6996. Krylov v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 566. 

No. 11–6997. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6998. McLean v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 261. 

No. 11–7001. Ayala-Cruz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 117. 

No. 11–7002. Watson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 284. 
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No. 11–7003. Coffee v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7014. Moore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 308. 

No. 11–7015. Olson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 569. 

No. 11–7017. Smets v. Merit Systems Protection Board. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. 
Appx. 890. 

No. 11–7025. Lucas v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 188. 

No. 11–7026. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7028. Lepp v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 44. 

No. 11–7030. Jaimes-Campos v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 876. 

No. 11–7031. James v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 219. 

No. 11–7032. Beltran v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 133. 

No. 11–7036. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7038. Rivera v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 87. 

No. 11–7039. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 82. 

No. 11–7044. Ciranda-Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 696. 

No. 11–7045. Drumwright v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 822. 

No. 11–7053. Pittman v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 476. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1072 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

November 28, 2011 565 U. S. 

No. 11–7060. Solomon v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 81. 

No. 11–7062. Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7065. Campbell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 657. 

No. 11–7078. Tarrats v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 185. 

No. 11–7082. Cruz v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7089. South v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7090. Boatswain v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7100. Oropeza v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7101. Morrison v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7102. Moses v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 795. 

No. 11–7105. Demmler v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 451. 

No. 11–7132. Baker v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 10–10800. Begay v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 673 F. 3d 1038. 

No. 11–85. Amy v. Monzel et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Motion 
of respondent Michael M. Monzel for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 
3d 528. 

No. 11–238. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance 
Co. v. Bedell, Chief Judge, Circuit Court of West Vir­
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ginia, Harrison County, et al. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. Mo­
tions for leave to file briefs as amici curiae filed by the following 
were granted: National Insurance Crime Bureau et al.; Michael 
D. Riley, West Virginia Insurance Commissioner; West Virginia 
Mutual Insurance Co.; DRI-The Voice of the Defense Bar; Na­
tional Association of Mutual Insurance Cos. et al.; American Tort 
Reform Assn.; and Washington Legal Foundation et al. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 228 W. Va. 252, 719 S. E. 2d 722. 

No. 11–412. City of Moundridge, Kansas, et al. v. Exxon 
Mobil Corp. et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Alito took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–487. Gottlieb v. Securities and Exchange Com­
mission. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor 
and Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 59. 

No. 11–493. McNeil v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari before judgment denied. 

No. 11–6579. Panella v. Marshall, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 603. 

No. 11–6974. Cortijo v. Racette, Superintendent, Elmira 
Correctional Facility, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 12. 

No. 11–7034. Niblock v. United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 453 Fed. 
Appx. 393. 

No. 11–7049. Bobb v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 68. 

No. 11–7057. Williams v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
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eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 800. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1217. Van Auken, Trustee v. Wirth et al., ante, 
p. 815; 

No. 10–1325. Van Auken, Beneąciary v. Wirth et al., 
ante, p. 815; 

No. 10–1336. Carroll v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security, ante, p. 817; 

No. 10–1453. Planey v. Planey, ante, p. 822; 
No. 10–1455. Taylor v. Taylor et al., ante, p. 822; 
No. 10–1458. Quinones v. Neighborhood Youth & Family 

Services, Inc., et al., ante, p. 822; 
No. 10–1469. Abell v. Wilson, ante, p. 823; 
No. 10–1490. Holbrook v. Castle Key Insurance Co., fka 

AllState Floridian Insurance Co., et al., ante, p. 824; 
No. 10–1547. Duff et ux. v. Lewis, ante, p. 827; 
No. 10–9509. Lang v. Gundy, Warden, ante, p. 829; 
No. 10–9996. Wright v. Bell, Warden, ante, p. 830; 
No. 10–10220. Winters v. United States, ante, p. 831; 
No. 10–10223. Moore v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, et al., ante, p. 831; 

No. 10–10231. Bertola v. Hartley, Warden, ante, 
p. 831; 

No. 10–10368. Batshever v. Jafar et al., ante, p. 835; 
No. 10–10374. Bush v. Philadelphia Police Department 

et al., ante, p. 835; 
No. 10–10397. Effron v. United States, ante, p. 835; 
No. 10–10412. Shepard v. United States, ante, p. 836; 
No. 10–10414. Smith v. Michigan, ante, p. 836; 
No. 10–10416. Partovi v. Galoski et al., ante, p. 836; 
No. 10–10501. Jolicoeur-Vasseur v. Association of Pro­

fessional Flight Attendants et al., ante, p. 839; 
No. 10–10565. Perez Saldana v. Thaler, Director, Texas 

Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division, ante, p. 840; 

No. 10–10586. Butler v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 841; 
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No. 10–10641. Zabriskie v. Hess, Inc., et al., ante, p. 842; 
No. 10–10681. Sauchelli v. United States Postal Service 

et al., ante, p. 843; 
No. 10–10684. Torres v. Hartley, Warden, ante, p. 844; 
No. 10–10693. Armstrong v. Benito, ante, p. 844; 
No. 10–10719. Downs v. California, ante, p. 846; 
No. 10–10752. Hawkins v. California et al., ante, 

p. 847; 
No. 10–10760. Gallaher v. Southern Tube Form, LLC, 

et al., ante, p. 848; 
No. 10–10878. Cortes v. United States, ante, p. 854; 
No. 10–10912. Blake v. Maley, ante, p. 856; 
No. 10–10983. Burt v. United States, ante, p. 860; 
No. 10–10991. Reece v. Walden Affordable, LLC, et al., 

ante, p. 861; 
No. 10–10999. Brayboy v. Robeson County Board of Edu­

cation, ante, p. 861; 
No. 10–11008. Nakagawa v. North Range Behavioral 

Health, ante, p. 862; 
No. 10–11013. Makdessi v. Watson, Warden, ante, 

p. 862; 
No. 10–11033. Mitchell v. Lempke, Superintendent, Five 

Points Correctional Facility, ante, p. 863; 
No. 10–11057. Jarvis v. Maryland, ante, p. 864; 
No. 10–11142. Kavel v. Marshall, Warden, ante, p. 869; 
No. 10–11148. McMahan v. Texas, ante, p. 869; 
No. 10–11151. Winkler v. Clements, Executive Director, 

Colorado Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 870; 
No. 10–11242. Daniel v. Long Island Housing Partner­

ship, Inc., et al., ante, p. 874; 
No. 11–55. Liban v. Middlebrook at Monmouth, ante, p. 880; 
No. 11–108. Korda v. Bouchard, Sheriff, Oakland County, 

Michigan, et al., ante, p. 882; 
No. 11–200. Puche et al. v. United States, ante, 

p. 884; 
No. 11–201. Kliesh v. Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., 

et al., ante, p. 963; 
No. 11–5082. Jarvis v. Grady Management, Inc., et al., 

ante, p. 889; 
No. 11–5115. Moore v. Illinois, ante, p. 890; 
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No. 11–5224. Ricks v. Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co. et al., ante, p. 896; 

No. 11–5271. Gleason v. California, ante, p. 898; 
No. 11–5295. Book v. Tobin et al., ante, p. 900; 
No. 11–5304. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al., 

ante, p. 900; 
No. 11–5307. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al., 

ante, p. 900; 
No. 11–5360. Ash v. Philadelphia Prison System et al., 

ante, p. 903; 
No. 11–5502. El Ghannam v. Suburban Hospital Inc. 

et al., ante, p. 911; 
No. 11–5507. Singleton v. Six Flags Over Georgia et al., 

ante, p. 911; 
No. 11–5526. Stratton v. Texas (five judgments), ante, 

p. 912; 
No. 11–5571. Polite v. Arkansas Department of Correc­

tion, ante, p. 914; 
No. 11–5650. Rea v. Wal-Mart Store 1105, ante, p. 948; 
No. 11–5711. Buenrostro, aka Rostro v. United States, 

ante, p. 919; 
No. 11–5760. Ogunsalu v. Court of Appeal of California, 

Fourth Appellate District, Division One, et al., ante, 
p. 950; 

No. 11–5800. Slovinec v. Meisburg, ante, p. 922; 
No. 11–5934. Taylor v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 952; 

No. 11–6020. Mangual v. United States, ante, p. 927; and 
No. 11–6128. In re Couch, ante, p. 940. Petitions for rehear­

ing denied. 

No. 10–1489. Mai-Trang Thi Nguyen v. Starbucks Coffee 
Corp., ante, p. 930. Petition for rehearing denied. Justice 
Breyer took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. 

No. 10–10011. Grant v. United States, ante, p. 931; and 
No. 11–5232. Garey v. United States, ante, p. 935. Petitions 

for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of these petitions. 
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November 29, 2011 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 11–5683. Dorsey v. United States; and 
No. 11–5721. Hill v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. [Certio­

rari granted, ante, p. 1057.] Miguel A. Estrada, Esq., of Washing­
ton, D. C., is invited to brief and argue these cases as amicus 
curiae in support of the judgments below. 

December 5, 2011 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–6648. Zabriskie v. 7–11, Inc., et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6705. Downs v. Uribe, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6706. Downs v. Uribe, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M46. Almerfedi v. Obama, President of the 
United States, et al. Motion for leave to file petition for writ 
of certiorari under seal granted. 

No. 10–11159. Johnson v. Charles et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 805] denied. 

No. 11–5102. Klein v. Talkin, Muccigrosso & Roberts, 
L. L. P. C. A. 2d Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration 
of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 812] 
denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this motion. 

No. 11–5146. Johnson v. Wellman. C. A. 6th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 805] denied. 
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No. 11–5719. Grandoit v. Bank of America. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 938] denied. 

No. 11–5810. In re Jackson. Motion of petitioner for recon­
sideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
[ante, p. 941] denied. 

No. 11–6774. Cadenhead v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security. C. A. 7th Cir.; and 

No. 11–7175. Garnett v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied. Petitioners are allowed until December 27, 2011, within 
which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to 
submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of 
this Court. 

No. 11–7250. In re Lewis; 
No. 11–7262. In re Blackburn; and 
No. 11–7306. In re Deloney. Petitions for writs of habeas 

corpus denied. 

No. 11–7285. In re Cruz. Motion of petitioner for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of habeas 
corpus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Justice Kagan 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this motion and 
this petition. 

No. 11–6636. In re Del Rio. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6712. In re Ellis. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. 

Certiorari Granted 
No. 11–262. Reichle et al. v. Howards. C. A. 10th Cir. 

Certiorari granted. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 
1131. 

Certiorari Denied 
No. 11–148. Beauchamp v. Wisconsin. Sup. Ct. Wis. Cer­

tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI 27, 333 Wis. 2d 1, 796 
N. W. 2d 780. 
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No. 11–207. Bailey, Individually and as the Personal 
Administrator for the Estate of Bailey, Deceased, and as 
Guardian ad Litem for Bailey et al. v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 855. 

No. 11–260. Hall v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 640 F. 3d 1351. 

No. 11–266. Masias v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 634 F. 3d 1283. 

No. 11–269. Blackstone Medical, Inc. v. United States ex 
rel. Hutcheson. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 647 F. 3d 377. 

No. 11–288. Boos, Individually and on Behalf of All 
Others Similarly Situated, et al. v. AT&T, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 127. 

No. 11–326. Serrano v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 93. 

No. 11–403. Green v. United States et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 862. 

No. 11–405. Waldroup, Administratrix for the Estate of 
Gilliam v. Emmanuel. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 639 F. 3d 1041. 

No. 11–409. Wang et al. v. City of Pleasanton, Califor­
nia, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
434 Fed. Appx. 666. 

No. 11–410. Ritenour et al. v. Osborne. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 851. 

No. 11–416. Withers et al. v. Dick’s Sporting Goods, Inc. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 958. 

No. 11–433. Jewish Home of Eastern Pennsylvania v. De­
partment of Health and Human Services. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 532. 

No. 11–439. McKinley et al. v. Abbott, Attorney Gen­
eral of Texas. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 643 F. 3d 403. 
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No. 11–495. Nelson v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–519. Conwill v. Mississippi. Cir. Ct. Miss., Madison 
County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–531. Gamory v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 480. 

No. 11–563. Quinones v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 590. 

No. 11–572. Countrywide Financial Corp. et al. v. Lu­
ther et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 195 Cal. App. 4th 789, 125 Cal. Rptr. 3d 716. 

No. 11–5047. Castillo v. Louisiana. Sup. Ct. La. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2009–1358 (La. 1/28/11), 57 So. 3d 
1012. 

No. 11–5210. Rogers v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Mass. 249, 945 
N. E. 2d 295. 

No. 11–5315. Hines v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5384. Jacobson et al. v. Schwarzenegger et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5482. Cropper v. Colorado. Sup. Ct. Colo. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 251 P. 3d 434. 

No. 11–5628. Rodriguez v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5862. Kemp v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–5946. Blackmon v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 748. 

No. 11–5982. Seehafer v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI App 244, 332 Wis. 2d 
317, 797 N. W. 2d 935. 
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No. 11–6129. Lane v. North Carolina. Sup. Ct. N. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 365 N. C. 7, 707 S. E. 2d 210. 

No. 11–6633. Bradley v. Barrow, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6637. Campbell v. City of Detroit, Michigan, 
et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6638. DeGrate v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6640. DeCastro v. Branker, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 442. 

No. 11–6646. Oubichon v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 235. 

No. 11–6649. Tung v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6656. Brown v. Hill et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 336. 

No. 11–6658. Bigioni v. Pennsylvania Ofące of Open Rec­
ords. Commw. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6664. Cook v. Chase Bank et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6666. Ezell v. Chrones, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6667. Cortez Clark v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6669. Crawford v. Woods, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6673. Pooler v. Cain, Warden, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6677. O’Connor v. Florida Department of Correc­
tions. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6679. Cash v. Louisiana. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 390. 

No. 11–6680. Diaz v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6682. Coleman v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6683. Diaz v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 7th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6684. Chavez v. Grounds, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 704. 

No. 11–6686. McDonald v. Jones et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 84. 

No. 11–6688. Velasquez Gomez v. California. Ct. App. 
Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6689. Palmer v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6708. Najaąan v. Capital One N. A. et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 191. 

No. 11–6710. Medious v. Tanner, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6713. Cobb v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 3d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 63 So. 3d 771. 

No. 11–6715. Davis v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6717. Marvin v. Orange County Department of 
Social Services. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 16 N. Y. 3d 849, 947 N. E. 2d 156. 

No. 11–6718. Juniper v. Kelly, Warden. Sup. Ct. Va. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 281 Va. 277, 707 S. E. 2d 290. 

No. 11–6719. Klein v. Franklin, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 681. 
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No. 11–6720. Rowe v. Bauman, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6723. Sorrells v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6724. Rosen v. North Shore Towers Apartments, 
Inc. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6729. Patterson v. Towne Bank et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 258. 

No. 11–6731. Anderson v. Eagleton, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. 
Appx. 259. 

No. 11–6734. Logan v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 309 Ga. App. 95, 709 S. E. 2d 302. 

No. 11–6737. Turner v. Khatchikian. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
3d Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 60 So. 3d 403. 

No. 11–6739. Williams v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 460 Mass. 1007, 950 
N. E. 2d 865. 

No. 11–6745. Mikell v. Varano, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Coal Township. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6746. Miller v. North Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 235. 

No. 11–6752. Salas Morales v. Correct Care Solutions, 
LLC. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 
Fed. Appx. 825. 

No. 11–6766. Meraz-Camacho v. United States. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 558. 

No. 11–6794. Kuehner v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylva­
nia Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 96. 

No. 11–6803. Holbrook v. Maryland. Ct. Sp. App. Md. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 196 Md. App. 717. 
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No. 11–6872. Grissom v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 OK CR 3, 253 P. 3d 969. 

No. 11–6873. Ford v. Obama, President of the United 
States, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 436 Fed. Appx. 63. 

No. 11–6947. Balliette v. Wisconsin. Sup. Ct. Wis. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI 79, 336 Wis. 2d 358, 805 
N. W. 2d 334. 

No. 11–6962. Siniscalchi v. MacEachern, Superintend­
ent, Massachusetts Correctional Institution at Shirley. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6984. Gill v. Vaughan, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 1272. 

No. 11–7056. Beckford v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 1124, 948 N. E. 
2d 917. 

No. 11–7069. Trejo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7093. Long v. Connecticut. Sup. Ct. Conn. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 301 Conn. 216, 19 A. 3d 1242. 

No. 11–7094. Martin v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI App 1, 330 Wis. 2d 832, 
794 N. W. 2d 926. 

No. 11–7096. Sutton v. Merit Systems Protection Board. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 414 Fed. 
Appx. 272. 

No. 11–7099. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7104. Carr v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–7112. Beckstrom v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1012. 

No. 11–7113. Crews v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 834. 
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No. 11–7115. Reyes-Alfonso v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 1137. 

No. 11–7117. Dixon v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 401 Fed. Appx. 491. 

No. 11–7118. Dizzley v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 227. 

No. 11–7124. Yelverton v. United States. C. A. Armed 
Forces. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 70 M. J. 268. 

No. 11–7125. Zamarripa v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 848. 

No. 11–7131. Jacques v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 641. 

No. 11–7133. Molina v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 744. 

No. 11–7135. Warren v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7136. White v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 190. 

No. 11–7137. Ward v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 258. 

No. 11–7138. Bargeron v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 892. 

No. 11–7142. Lugo v. Zickefoose, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 89. 

No. 11–7145. O’Neil v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 960. 

No. 11–7146. McDowell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 263. 

No. 11–7147. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 975. 

No. 11–7149. Bobmanuel v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7152. Robertson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7153. Starks v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 264. 

No. 11–7154. Quaco v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 821. 

No. 11–7157. Howliet v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7163. Harris v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7168. Velez v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 121. 

No. 11–7169. Wallace v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 600. 

No. 11–7170. Tirado v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7178. Campana v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 586. 

No. 11–7180. Lamberti v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 733. 

No. 11–7193. Davis v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 956. 

No. 11–7195. McDaniel v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 218. 

No. 11–7198. Scott v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 280. 

No. 11–7201. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7218. Gardner v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 361. 

No. 11–7219. Greer v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 1011. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 1087 

565 U. S. December 5, 2011 

No. 11–7220. Hoyt v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 111. 

No. 11–7221. Garcia-Aguilera v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 161. 

No. 11–7223. Harper v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 108. 

No. 11–7226. Flores-Santos v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 746. 

No. 11–7236. Moreno-Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7238. Sanchez-Valenzuela v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. 
Appx. 841. 

No. 11–386. Bronx Household of Faith et al. v. New 
York City Board of Education et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 30. 

No. 11–407. International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Freight, Construction, General Drivers, Warehouse-
men & Helpers, Local 287 (AFL–CIO) v. Granite Rock Co. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
649 F. 3d 1067. 

No. 11–5342. Robinson v. United States; 
No. 11–5975. Jones v. United States; and 
No. 11–6514. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­

tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of these petitions. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 59. 

No. 11–7150. Iglesias v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7162. Ford v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 
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No. 11–7184. Sabir v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 127. 

No. 11–7186. Hicks v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 276. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 11–153. Keles v. Trustees of Columbia University 
in the City of New York et al., ante, p. 884; 

No. 11–5014. In re Papa et ux., ante, p. 813; 
No. 11–5035. Poole v. United States, ante, p. 886; 
No. 11–5062. Bortz v. Cameron, Superintendent, State 

Correctional Institution at Cresson, et al., ante, p. 888; 
No. 11–5195. Volz v. Rozum, Superintendent, State Cor­

rectional Institution at Somerset, et al., ante, p. 894; 
No. 11–5387. Larson v. Alaska, ante, p. 904; 
No. 11–5533. Millen v. Tennessee, ante, p. 913; 
No. 11–5775. Thompson v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylva­

nia Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 951; 
No. 11–5783. Caldwell v. Idaho et al., ante, p. 951; and 
No. 11–5947. Figura Torrefranca v. Suter, Clerk, Su­

preme Court of the United States, et al., ante, p. 953. Pe­
titions for rehearing denied. 

No. 11–5790. LaFreniere v. Regents of the University 
of California, ante, p. 960. Petition for rehearing denied. 
Justice Breyer took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. 

December 8, 2011 

Miscellaneous Order 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; 

No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
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ante, pp. 1033 and 1034.] Upon consideration of the letter of 
December 5, 2011, from the Solicitor General on behalf of the 
parties and the amici curiae invited to brief and argue these 
cases, the following briefing schedule is adopted. 

On the minimum coverage provision issue (No. 11–398), brief of 
the Solicitor General, not to exceed 16,500 words, is to be filed on 
or before Friday, January 6, 2012. Briefs of respondents, not to 
exceed 16,500 words, are to be filed on or before Monday, Febru­
ary 6, 2012. Reply brief, not to exceed 6,600 words, is to be filed 
on or before Wednesday, March 7, 2012. 

On the Anti-Injunction Act issue (No. 11–398), brief of the 
Court-appointed amicus curiae is to be filed on or before Friday, 
January 6, 2012. Briefs of the Solicitor General and respondents 
are to be filed on or before Monday, February, 6, 2012. Reply 
briefs of the Solicitor General and respondents are to be filed on 
or before Monday, February 27, 2012. Reply brief of the Court­
appinted amicus curiae is to be filed on or before Monday, March 
12, 2012. 

On the severability issue (Nos. 11–393 and 11–400), briefs of 
petitioners are to be filed on or before Friday, January 6, 2012. 
Brief of the Solicitor General is to be filed Friday, January 27, 
2012. Brief of the Court-appointed amicus curiae is to be filed 
on or before Friday, February 17, 2012. Reply briefs of the Solic­
itor General and petitioners are to be filed on or before Tuesday, 
March 13, 2012. 

On the Medicaid issue (No. 11–400), brief of petitioners is to be 
filed on or before Tuesday, January 10, 2012. Brief of the Solici­
tor General is to be filed on or before Friday, February 10, 2012. 
Reply brief is to be filed on or before Monday, March 12, 2012. 

Other amici curiae shall file separate briefs on each issue they 
intend to address. Briefs shall be filed within the time allowed 
under this Court’s Rule 37.3(a), except that amici curiae briefs 
addressing the severability issue shall be filed on or before the 
due date for the brief of the party or Court-appointed amicus 
curiae whose position the brief is supporting. Parties and amici 
curiae shall identify on the cover of each brief the issue that is 
addressed in the brief. Amici curiae shall also identify on the 
cover of the brief the party or parties supported or whether the 
brief suggests affirmance or reversal, as required by this Court’s 
Rule 37.3(a). 
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December 9, 2011 

Probable Jurisdiction Noted 

No. 11–713 (11A520). Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. 
Perez et al.; 

No. 11–714 (11A521). Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. 
Davis et al.; and 

No. 11–715 (11A536). Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. 
Perez et al. Appeals from D. C. W. D. Tex. Applications for 
stay, presented to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the 
Court, granted, and it is ordered that the orders issued by the 
United States District Court for the Western District of Texas 
on November 23, 2011, in case No. SA–11–CV–360; November 25, 
2011, in case No. SA–11–CV–788; and November 26, 2011, in case 
No. SA–11–CV–360, are hereby stayed pending further order of 
the Court. In addition, the applications for stay are treated as 
jurisdictional statements, and in each case probable jurisdiction 
is noted. The cases are consolidated, and a total of one hour is 
allotted for oral argument. Briefs for appellants and appellees, 
not to exceed 15,000 words, are to be filed simultaneously with 
the Clerk and served upon opposing counsel on or before 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, December 21, 2011. Reply briefs, not to exceed 
15,000 words, are to be filed simultaneously with the Clerk and 
served upon opposing counsel on or before 2 p.m., Tuesday, Janu­
ary 3, 2012. Cases are set for oral argument on Monday, January 
9, 2012, at 1 p.m. Reported below: No. 11–713, 835 F. Supp. 2d 
209. 

December 12, 2011 

Certiorari Granted—Reversed. (See No. 11–74, ante, p. 65.) 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–6783. Assa’ad-Faltas v. Giese et al. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6814. Abulkhair v. Banks. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
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Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M47. Kaetz v. Mark; 
No. 11M48. Lewis v. Countrywide Home Loans, Inc., fka 

Countrywide Funding Corp.; 
No. 11M49. Leyja v. Parker, Warden; and 
No. 11M51. San Carlos Apache Tribe v. United States. 

Motions to direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari 
out of time denied. 

No. 11M50. C. D. v. United States. Motion for leave to file 
petition for writ of certiorari under seal with redacted copies for 
the public record denied. 

No. 10–1016. Coleman v. Court of Appeals of Maryland 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1035.] Mo­
tion of Senator Tom Harkin et al. for leave to participate in oral 
argument as amici curiae and for divided argument denied. 

No. 10–10591. Cannon v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Motion 
of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 803] denied. 

No. 11–336. Corboy et al. v. Louie, Attorney General of 
Hawaii, et al. Sup. Ct. Haw. The Solicitor General is invited 
to file a brief in this case expressing the views of the United 
States. 

No. 11–338. Decker, Oregon State Forester, et al. v. 
Northwest Environmental Defense Center; and 

No. 11–347. Georgia Paciąc West, Inc., et al. v. North­
west Environmental Defense Center. C. A. 9th Cir. The 
Solicitor General is invited to file a brief in these cases expressing 
the views of the United States. Justice Breyer took no part 
in the consideration or decision of these petitions. 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, p. 1033.] Motion of Freedom Watch for leave to intervene 
denied. 
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No. 11–7515. In re Blunt. Petition for writ of habeas cor­
pus denied. 

No. 11–6788. In re Decker-Wegener. Petition for writ of 
mandamus and/or prohibition denied. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 11–166. RadLAX Gateway Hotel, LLC, et al. v. Amal­
gamated Bank. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari granted. Reported 
below: 651 F. 3d 642. 

No. 11–182. Arizona et al. v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari granted. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 641 
F. 3d 339. 

No. 11–246. Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band of Potta­
watomi Indians v. Patchak et al.; and 

No. 11–247. Salazar, Secretary of the Interior, et al. 
v. Patchak et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari granted, cases 
consolidated, and a total of one hour is allotted for oral argument. 
Reported below: 632 F. 3d 702. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1267. McFadden v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 67 So. 3d 169. 

No. 10–10525. Castillo-Perales v. Holder, Attorney 
General, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 411 Fed. Appx. 695. 

No. 10–10813. Hotaling v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 725. 

No. 10–11172. Butler v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 519. 

No. 11–164. Harley v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. 
Appx. 748. 

No. 11–339. Seidl, Individually, Derivatively, and on Be­
half of All Others Similarly Situated v. American Cen­
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tury Cos., Inc., et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 35. 

No. 11– 423. Middlebrooks v. Godwin Corp. et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. 
Appx. 10. 

No. 11–426. Pietrangelo v. Sandusky Library et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–428. Campbell v. Kocher. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 282 Va. 113, 712 S. E. 2d 477. 

No. 11–429. Cromwell v. United Steelworkers of 
America et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 423 Fed. Appx. 213. 

No. 11–440. Schupak Group, Inc. v. Travelers Casualty & 
Surety Company of America. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 23. 

No. 11–444. Blankenship v. Metropolitan Life Insur­
ance Co. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
644 F. 3d 1350. 

No. 11–448. Fayer, aka McLynn v. Vaughn et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 1061. 

No. 11–455. Vandevere et al. v. Lloyd, Commissioner, 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 957. 

No. 11–463. Anderson et al. v. National Heritage Foun­
dation, Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 439 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 11–464. Stock v. Montana. Sup. Ct. Mont. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 MT 131, 361 Mont. 1, 256 P. 3d 899. 

No. 11–471. Golden Gate Pharmacy Services, Inc., et al. 
v. Pązer, Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 598. 

No. 11–472. Lin v. Rohm & Haas Co. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 992 A. 2d 132. 
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No. 11–477. Zells v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 414 Fed. Appx. 917. 

No. 11–479. Shaghil v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 828. 

No. 11–489. Ze Fei Fang v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–490. Dixon v. Hennepin County Human Services 
Department et al. Ct. App. Minn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–494. Kinsel v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 265. 

No. 11–504. Joseph v. Cuneo Law Group, P. C., et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. 
Appx. 6. 

No. 11–520. Koeller et al. v. Kansas City Southern 
Railway Co. et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 653 F. 3d 496. 

No. 11–521. Malaney et al. v. UAL Corp. et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 620. 

No. 11–524. Wachtel v. Securities and Exchange Com­
mission et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–528. Dei v. Tumara Food Mart, Inc. App. Ct. Ill., 
1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Ill. App. 3d 
856, 941 N. E. 2d 920. 

No. 11–537. Viewcrest Investments, LLC, et al. v. Ore­
gon. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 239 
Ore. App. 362, 246 P. 3d 520. 

No. 11–545. Thomas v. iStar Financial, Inc., et al. C. A. 
2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 141. 

No. 11–574. Sczygelski v. United States Customs and 
Border Protection Agency. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 680. 

No. 11–583. Olvera v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 305. 
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No. 11–5144. Robertson v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5175. Gillett v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 469. 

No. 11–5566. Hayes v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 46, 950 N. E. 2d 118. 

No. 11–5735. Ramirez-Arreola v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 602. 

No. 11–5863. West v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 745. 

No. 11–6178. Saltou v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 351. 

No. 11–6229. Varela-Cias v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 756. 

No. 11–6470. Tierney v. Espinada, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6732. Alam v. HSBC Bank USA, N. A. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6733. Alston v. Allen, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6754. Haygood v. Paulding County, Georgia, et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6762. Burns v. Montana. Sup. Ct. Mont. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 MT 167, 361 Mont. 191, 256 P. 3d 
944. 

No. 11–6763. Andika v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6768. Mitchell, aka Hayes v. California. Sup. Ct. 
Cal. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6773. Coleman v. Curtin, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 483. 

No. 11–6775. Dydzak v. United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6781. Anderson v. Lund, Superintendent, Clar­
inda Correctional Facility. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6785. Watson v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 12th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6786. Min Wu v. Yunling Hu. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6800. Driver v. Landers et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 934. 

No. 11–6812. Rivas v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 
Fed. Appx. 395. 

No. 11–6823. Arceo et al. v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 195 Cal. App. 
4th 556, 125 Cal. Rptr. 3d 436. 

No. 11–6835. Cunningham v. Oregon. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6848. Braddock v. Rapelje, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6849. Avilez v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 50 So. 3d 1189. 

No. 11–6850. Butler v. Florida Department of Correc­
tions. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6852. Bassett v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6908. Williams v. Martel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6922. Brown v. Narvaiz. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6925. Phillips v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
422 Fed. Appx. 528. 
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No. 11–6933. Plummer v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 177. 

No. 11–6941. Shue v. Sisto, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 172. 

No. 11–6943. Robidoux v. Murphy, Acting Superintend­
ent, Old Colony Correctional Center. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 334. 

No. 11–6945. Miller v. Perry, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6946. Brown v. Federal Bureau of Prisons et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6949. Buchanan v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6950. Berry v. Rivard, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6975. Westbrook v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6995. John-Charles v. California. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1243. 

No. 11–7006. Alvino Cano v. Caskey et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 381. 

No. 11–7019. Ryburn v. Ramos, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7058. Rogers v. Keller, Secretary, North Caro­
lina Department of Correction. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 237. 

No. 11–7073. Thomas v. Ludwick, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7122. Waymer v. Bodison, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 703. 

No. 11–7126. Travis v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7156. Garza v. Hudson et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 924. 

No. 11–7167. Wanke v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 2d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1178, 996 N. E. 
2d 776. 

No. 11–7181. Simmons v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 301. 

No. 11–7202. Paulson v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7215. Cleveland v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 445. 

No. 11–7224. Gross v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 490. 

No. 11–7228. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 24. 

No. 11–7239. Candrick, aka Lofton v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. 
Appx. 404. 

No. 11–7240. Cavazos-Reyes v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 402. 

No. 11–7253. Leyva-Orozco v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 327. 

No. 11–7254. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 159. 

No. 11–7256. Waters v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 1114. 

No. 11–7258. Barrett v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 15 A. 3d 520. 

No. 11–7259. Bolen v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7260. Branon v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7261. Adams, aka Clark v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 579. 

No. 11–7266. Parks v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 23. 

No. 11–7267. Denham v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 772. 

No. 11–7268. Cuatante-Cuatante v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7269. Cobos-Chachas v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 53. 

No. 11–7272. Diaz, aka Martine v. United States. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 551. 

No. 11–7278. Luna v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 91. 

No. 11–7279. Toler v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 561. 

No. 11–7281. Romines, aka Rominez v. United States. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7283. Scroggins v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 873. 

No. 11–7288. D’Agostino v. Communications-Electronics 
Command, Research, Development, and Engineering Cen­
ter, Department of the Army, Fort Monmouth. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 70. 

No. 11–7289. Eze v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7290. Eason v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 948. 

No. 11–7291. Cegledi v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 870. 

No. 11–7292. Baptiste v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 964. 
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No. 11–7296. Sturdivant v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 651. 

No. 11–7300. Kellum v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 452. 

No. 11–7302. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 524. 

No. 11–7304. Reid v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 413. 

No. 11–7308. Turner v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 743. 

No. 11–7315. Dandor v. Warren, Administrator, New Jer­
sey State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7318. Lecco v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 187. 

No. 11–7321. Eaton v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 553. 

No. 11–7322. Draughn v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7323. Morgan v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 354. 

No. 11–7329. Davis v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–277. Ohio v. D. B. Sup. Ct. Ohio. Motion of respond­
ent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 129 Ohio St. 3d 104, 2011-Ohio-2671, 
950 N. E. 2d 528. 

No. 11–434. Mortensen v. Brown et al. Sup. Ct. Cal. Mo­
tion of ACA International for leave to file a brief as amicus 
curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 
1052, 253 P. 3d 522. 

No. 11–436. Kenniasty v. Bionetics Corp. Sup. Ct. Fla. 
Motion of respondent for attorney’s fees pursuant to this Court’s 
Rule 42.2 denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 69 So. 
3d 943. 
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No. 11–575. Carson v. United States Ofące of Special 
Counsel. C. A. 6th Cir. Motion of Lori A. Saxon et al. for 
leave to file a brief as amici curiae granted. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 633 F. 3d 487. 

No. 11–7249. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 145. 

No. 11–7265. Prince v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1257. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1495. Sammarco v. Ludeman et al., ante, p. 824; 
No. 10–10236. McDermott v. MacFadyen et al., ante, 

p. 831; 
No. 10–10309. McCreary v. Malone et al., ante, p. 833; 
No. 10–10406. Powell v. Cate, Secretary, California De­

partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, ante, p. 836; 
No. 10–10648. Salerno v. Michigan, ante, p. 842; 
No. 10–10662. Platts v. United States, ante, p. 843; 
No. 10–10696. Span v. Barders et al., ante, p. 844; 
No. 10–10740. Peterka v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­

partment of Corrections, ante, p. 847; 
No. 10–10817. Mahoney v. Hammond et al., ante, p. 851; 
No. 10–10876. Thompson v. Dittman, Warden, ante, p. 854; 
No. 10–10889. Kim v. Donahoe, Postmaster General, et 

al., ante, p. 855; 
No. 10–10957. Sherrod v. United States, ante, p. 859; 
No. 10–11080. Garay v. Department of Management Serv­

ices, Division of Retirement, ante, p. 866; 
No. 10–11098. McCreary v. Skolnik et al., ante, p. 867; 
No. 10–11188. Mosley v. Illinois, ante, p. 872; 
No. 11–28. Malcolm v. Honeoye Falls Lima Central 

School District, ante, p. 879; 
No. 11–203. Poles v. Sikowitz, ante, p. 964; 
No. 11–5017. Losee v. Garden et al., ante, p. 885; 
No. 11–5029. Bufąngton v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­

partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division, ante, p. 886; 

No. 11–5063. Benoit v. Washington, ante, p. 888; 
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No. 11–5300. 
No. 11–5331. 

Dobric v. Baron, ante, p. 900; 
Brown v. Cleveland Municipal School Dis­

trict, aka Cleveland Metropolitan School District, et 
al., ante, p. 902; 

No. 11–5397. Harris v. Upton, Warden, ante, p. 905; 
No. 11–5398. In re Loggins, ante, p. 813; 
No. 11–5528. Darvie v. Countryman et al., ante, p. 912; 
No. 11–5575. Valencia v. Cate, Secretary, California 

Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, ante, 
p. 946; 

No. 11–5645. Sturdza v. United Arab Emirates et al., 
ante, p. 948; 

No. 11–5659. Riethmiller v. Fabisiak et al., ante, p. 948; 
No. 11–5708. Messina v. Marshall et al., ante, p. 949; 
No. 11–5771. McCoy v. Thomas, Interim Commissioner, Al­

abama Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 951; 
No. 11–5818. Pressley v. CaroMont Health Inc. et al., 

ante, p. 952; 
No. 11–5852. Hamilton v. United States, ante, p. 923; 
No. 11–6038. Carter v. Campbell, ante, p. 982; 
No. 11–6048. Smith v. United States, ante, p. 927; 
No. 11–6116. Singleton v. Ten Unidentified United 

States Marshals, ante, p. 985; and 
No. 11–6121. Ash v. Nish et al., ante, p. 968. Petitions for 

rehearing denied. 

No. 11–5101. Keisling v. Renn et al., ante, p. 934. Petition 
for rehearing denied. The Chief Justice took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5663. Samuel v. Bloomberg, Mayor, City of New 
York, New York, et al., ante, p. 960. Petition for rehearing 
denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

December 16, 2011 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 10–1333. Sandy Creek Energy Associates, L. P. v. Si­
erra Club, Inc., et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari dismissed 
under this Court’s Rule 46.1. Reported below: 627 F. 3d 134. 
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December 27, 2011 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–363. Amgen Inc. v. New York et al. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari dismissed under this Court’s Rule 46. Reported 
below: 652 F. 3d 103. 

December 30, 2011 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 10–1399. Roberts v. Sea-Land Services, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of 
the Solicitor General for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–713. Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. Perez 
et al.; 

No. 11–714. Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. Davis 
et al.; and 

No. 11–715. Perry, Governor of Texas, et al. v. Perez 
et al. D. C. W. D. Tex. [Probable jurisdiction noted, ante, 
p. 1090.] Motion of the Solicitor General for enlargment of time 
for oral argument, for leave to participate in oral argument as 
amicus curiae, and for divided argument granted. Time is to be 
divided as follows: 30 minutes for the appellants, 30 minutes for 
the appellees, and 10 minutes for the Solicitor General as amicus 
curiae. Motion of appellees Wendy Davis et al. for divided argu­
ment denied. 

January 6, 2012 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 10–1018. Filarsky v. Delia. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari 
granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of the Solicitor General for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument granted. 

No. 10–1032. Magner et al. v. Gallagher et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 1013.] Motion of petitioners to 
dispense with printing the joint appendix granted. 

No. 10–1062. Sackett et vir v. Environmental Protec­
tion Agency et al. C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 
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U. S. 1052.] Motion of Natural Resources Defense Council et al. 
for leave to file a brief as amici curiae granted. 

No. 10–1542. Holder, Attorney General v. Martinez Gu­
tierrez; and 

No. 10–1543. Holder, Attorney General v. Sawyers. 
C. A. 9th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of 
respondents for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–88. Mohamad, Individually and for the Estate 
of Rahim, Deceased, et al. v. Palestinian Authority et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 962.] Motion of 
petitioners to dispense with printing the joint appendix granted. 

No. 11–159. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Security v. 
Capato, on Behalf of B. N. C., et al. C. A. 3d Cir. [Certio­
rari granted, ante, p. 1033.] Motion of the Solicitor General to 
dispense with printing the joint appendix granted. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 11–551. Salazar, Secretary of the Interior, et al. 
v. Ramah Navajo Chapter et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
granted. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 1054. 

No. 11–564. Florida v. Jardines. Sup. Ct. Fla. Motion of 
respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Cer­
tiorari granted limited to Question 1 presented by the petition. 
Reported below: 73 So. 3d 34. 

January 9, 2012 

Affirmed on Appeal 

No. 11–275. Bluman et al. v. Federal Election Commis­
sion. Affirmed on appeal from D. C. D. C. Reported below: 800 
F. Supp. 2d 281. 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–11217. Ikharo v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and 
case remanded for further consideration in light of Judulang v. 
Holder, ante, p. 42. Reported below: 614 F. 3d 622. 
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No. 11–135. Frederick v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 357; and 

No. 11–144. Umer v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
5th Cir. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 403. Certiorari 
granted, judgments vacated, and cases remanded for further con­
sideration in light of Judulang v. Holder, ante, p. 42. 

No. 11–5411. Bohannan v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to pro­
ceed in forma pauperis granted. Certiorari granted, judgment 
vacated, and case remanded for further consideration in light of 
Wall v. Kholi, 562 U. S. 545 (2011). 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–6927. Perry v. Jordan et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported 
below: 435 Fed. Appx. 831. 

No. 11–7005. Cook v. Galaza, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7009. Jarvis v. FedEx Ofące & Print Services, 
Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 71. 

No. 11–7035. Aysisayh v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, 
the Clerk is directed not to accept any further petitions in non­
criminal matters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required 
by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance 
with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–7127. Maisano v. Canteen Correctional Food 
Services, Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dis­
missed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeat­
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edly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to 
accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from peti­
tioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and 
the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Mar­
tin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) 
(per curiam). 

No. 11–7141. Powell v. Keller et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As peti­
tioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is 
directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion and this petition. 

No. 11–7192. Cox v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and 
certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7346. Hairston v. Scism, Warden (two judgments). 
C. A. 3d Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–7374. Strong v. Suter, Clerk, Supreme Court of 
the United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dis­
missed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeat­
edly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to 
accept any further petitions in noncriminal matters from peti­
tioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and 
the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Mar­
tin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) 
(per curiam). Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 905. 

No. 11–7405. Hendricks v. Galloway et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Re­
ported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 219. 
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Miscellaneous Orders 

No. D–2617. In re Discipline of Hanna. Joseph John 
Hanna, Jr., of Portland, Ore., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2618. In re Discipline of Zodrow. John Joseph Zo­
drow of Denver, Colo., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2619. In re Discipline of Fox. David E. Fox of 
Washington, D. C., is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2620. In re Discipline of Elliott. Walter C. El­
liott, Jr., of Owings Mills, Md., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2621. In re Discipline of Culpepper. Glenn E. 
Culpepper of Silver Spring, Md., is suspended from the practice 
of law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 
days, requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred 
from the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2622. In re Discipline of Moynihan. David S. Moy­
nihan of San Diego, Cal., is suspended from the practice of law in 
this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, re­
quiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2623. In re Discipline of Melton. Michael Joseph 
Melton of Rolling Hills, Cal., is suspended from the practice of 
law in this Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, 
requiring him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from 
the practice of law in this Court. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1108 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

January 9, 2012 565 U. S. 

No. 11M52. 
No. 11M54. 
No. 11M57. 

Taylor v. Ayers, Warden; 
Wilson v. Florida; and 
Aragon-Hernandez v. United States. Mo­

tions to direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari 
out of time denied. 

No. 11M53. Robinson v. United States; and 
No. 11M56. Sealed Petitioner v. Sealed Respondent 

et al. Motions for leave to file petitions for writs of certiorari 
under seal with redacted copies for the public record granted. 

No. 11M55. Jarrett v. United States District Court for 
the Central District of California et al. Motion to direct 
the Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out of time under 
this Court’s Rule 14.5 denied. 

No. 11M58. Goldblatt v. United States District Court 
for the Western District of Missouri. Motion for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis with declaration of indigency under 
seal denied. 

No. 108, Orig. Nebraska v. Wyoming et al. Joint motion 
to amend modified decree granted. [For earlier order herein, see, 
e. g., 535 U. S. 984.] 

No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, p. 1034.] Motion of Association of American Physicians & 
Surgeons, Inc., et al. for leave to intervene denied. 

No. 11–5942. Muhammad v. Sapp et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 973] denied. 

No. 11–5972. Thomas v. Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice Board et al. Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. Motion of peti­
tioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 973] denied. 

No. 11–6227. Hampton v. J. W. Squire Co., Inc. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1012] denied. 

No. 11–6863. Reid v. Wyatt et al. Sup. Ct. Va.; 
No. 11–6897. Zortman v. Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa.; 
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No. 11–7081. Cook v. Hubin et al. Ct. App. D. C.; 
No. 11–7148. Otto et ux. v. Hillsborough County, Flor­

ida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist.; 
No. 11–7159. Graves v. Industrial Power Generating 

Corp., dba Ingenco. C. A. 4th Cir.; and 
No. 11–7305. Richardson v. Gray et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 

Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied. Petitioners are allowed until January 30, 2012, within 
which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to 
submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of 
this Court. 

No. 11–7171. Hewlett v. Elder. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of 
petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied. Peti­
tioner is allowed until January 30, 2012, within which to pay the 
docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) and to submit a petition in 
compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. Justice 
Breyer took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
motion. 

No. 11–7590. In re Totaro. Motion of petitioner for leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of habeas 
corpus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–446. In re Gerstner et al.; 
No. 11–578. In re Kelly; 
No. 11–7022. In re Eastland; 
No. 11–7229. In re Bakhouche, aka Ali; and 
No. 11–7483. In re Square. Petitions for writs of manda­

mus denied. 

No. 11–7091. In re Mierzwa. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–6882. In re Brown; 
No. 11–6994. In re Barajas; and 
No. 11–7076. In re Vance. Petitions for writs of mandamus 

and/or prohibition denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–730. Johnson v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 385 Fed. Appx. 597. 
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No. 10–886. Compton Uniąed School District v. Addison 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 598 
F. 3d 1181. 

No. 10–8356. Caro v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 597 F. 3d 608. 

No. 10–10629. Vaughan v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 
Security. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
412 Fed. Appx. 559. 

No. 10–10839. McDougald v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 238. 

No. 10–11078. Reyes v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 659. 

No. 10–11094. Kennedy v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 159. 

No. 10–11287. Stanford v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 276. 

No. 11–27. Baud et ux. v. Carroll. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 327. 

No. 11–35. U. S. Vision, Inc., et al. v. Johnson. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 841. 

No. 11–67. Inzunza v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1006. 

No. 11–120. Winters, Sheriff, Jackson County, Oregon v. 
Willis; and 

No. 11–234. Gordon, Sheriff, Washington County, Ore­
gon v. Sansone et al. Sup. Ct. Ore. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 350 Ore. 299, 253 P. 3d 1058. 

No. 11–157. Beason et al. v. Bentley, Governor of Ala­
bama, et al. Sup. Ct. Ala. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 106 So. 3d 926. 

No. 11–206. Salem v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 111. 
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No. 11–249. Prost v. Anderson, Warden (Reported below: 
636 F. 3d 578); Brace v. United States et al. (634 F. 3d 1167); 
and Mathison v. Wiley, Warden (318 Fed. Appx. 650). C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–265. Hart v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 850. 

No. 11–316. United States Steel Corp. et al. v. Milward 
et ux. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 
F. 3d 11. 

No. 11–329. Dean v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 908. 

No. 11–348. Locke et al. v. Shore et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 634 F. 3d 1185. 

No. 11–357. Equity in Athletics, Inc. v. Department of 
Education et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 639 F. 3d 91. 

No. 11–378. Johnson v. Whitehead, Warden, et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 120. 

No. 11–414. Brown v. Alabama. Sup. Ct. Ala. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 74 So. 3d 1039. 

No. 11–418. Khaburzania v. New York. Crim. Ct., City of 
N. Y., Queens County, N. Y. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–442. Khazaeli v. City of Concord, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–449. Khazaeli v. Johnson et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–452. Newman et ux. v. Guardianship of Katz. 
Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 1261. 

No. 11–454. Polsky, Receiver for Communications Prod­
ucts Corp. v. Virnich et al. Sup. Ct. Wis. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011 WI 13, 332 Wis. 2d 1, 800 N. W. 2d 742. 

No. 11–456. Villafana v. Smith. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1112 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

January 9, 2012 565 U. S. 

No. 11–466. Garmon et al. v. Reynolds. Ct. App. Ind. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 924 N. E. 2d 682. 

No. 11–470. Harden v. Wicomico County, Maryland, 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 
Fed. Appx. 143. 

No. 11–473. Dupree v. General Mills Operations, Inc., 
et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–474. Fadeley v. Citibank of South Dakota, NA. 
Sup. Ct. Ore. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–476. Williams v. District of Columbia Court of 
Appeals. Ct. App. D. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
3 A. 3d 1179. 

No. 11–480. Droney v. Fitch et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 669. 

No. 11–498. Murphy v. Sanders, Judge, Humphreys 
County Juvenile Court, Tennessee, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–501. Farmers Insurance Exchange v. Aguilar 
et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–505. Hamed v. Wayne County, Michigan, et al. 
Sup. Ct. Mich. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 490 Mich. 1, 
803 N. W. 2d 237. 

No. 11–506. Dock, Individually and as Executor of the 
Estate of Dock, Deceased, et al. v. Rush et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 130. 

No. 11–507. Hassan v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 10. 

No. 11–508. Omaha Tribe of Nebraska, aka Omaha Na­
tion v. StoreVisions, Inc. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 281 Neb. 238, 795 N. W. 2d 271. 

No. 11–509. Bushnell v. Bedford County, Tennessee. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. 
Appx. 472. 
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No. 11–510. Deloitte & Touche LLP et al. v. RGH Liqui­
dating Trust et al. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 397, 955 N. E. 2d 329. 

No. 11–512. Teaver v. Seatrax of Louisiana, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 307. 

No. 11–513. Tsuji v. Ishimoto. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–515. Al-Jurf v. Scott-Conner et al. Ct. App. 
Iowa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 801 N. W. 2d 33. 

No. 11–516. Mbakpuo v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. 
Appx. 235. 

No. 11–518. Worrell v. Houston Can! Academy. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 330. 

No. 11–522. Gouda et vir v. HSBC Bank USA, NA. Super. 
Ct. N. J., App. Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–523. Kornfeld v. Flood et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 778. 

No. 11–530. Hatchigian v. Citizens Public Adjusters, 
Inc., et al. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 23 A. 2d 562. 

No. 11–533. Carrick v. Santa Cruz County, California. 
Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–534. Burke v. Metropolitan Transportation Au­
thority et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–542. Parker v. Motors Liquidation Co., fka Gen­
eral Motors Co., et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–544. McKinley v. Board of Governors of the Fed­
eral Reserve System. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 647 F. 3d 331. 

No. 11–550. Gilley v. Monsanto Co., Inc., et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 883. 
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No. 11–552. Kansas City Premier Apartments, Inc. v. Mis­
souri Real Estate Commission. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 344 S. W. 3d 160. 

No. 11–553. Ysleta del Sur Pueblo v. Texas. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 326. 

No. 11–554. Stewart v. Oregon. Ct. App. Ore. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 237 Ore. App. 86, 239 P. 3d 263. 

No. 11–559. Kauffman v. UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside 
Hospital et al. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 15 A. 3d 529. 

No. 11–565. Holloway v. Red Lion Borough. Commw. Ct. 
Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 11 A. 3d 62. 

No. 11–567. Noriega v. Torres et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 1119. 

No. 11–571. Solis v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 831. 

No. 11–580. Spellissy v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 780. 

No. 11–586. Anderson v. Vanguard Car Rental USA Inc. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. 
Appx. 861. 

No. 11–589. Fisher et al. v. United States District 
Court for the Northern District of Texas. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 645. 

No. 11–594. Rooters v. State Farm Lloyds. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 441. 

No. 11–601. Woods et al. v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 664. 

No. 11–602. Sanchez Osorio v. Dow Chemical Co. et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 
1277. 

No. 11–612. Jackson v. United Parcel Service, Inc. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 1081. 
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No. 11–623. Fishman v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1175. 

No. 11–629. Ransom v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1285. 

No. 11–632. Dickow, Executor of the Estate of Dickow 
v. United States et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 654 F. 3d 144. 

No. 11–641. Rosales v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 634. 

No. 11–644. Litman et al. v. Cellco Partnership, dba 
Verizon Wireless. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 655 F. 3d 225. 

No. 11–645. Kashamu v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 679. 

No. 11–660. Utterback et al. v. Geithner, Secretary of 
the Treasury, et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–673. Abbe et al. v. City of San Diego, California. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. 
Appx. 189. 

No. 11–686. Delgado v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 729. 

No. 11–5006. Manning v. Illinois. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 241 Ill. 2d 319, 948 N. E. 2d 542. 

No. 11–5038. Turner v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 696. 

No. 11–5128. Wormington v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5305. Thomas v. United States (Reported below: 422 
Fed. Appx. 361); and Hay v. United States (422 Fed. Appx. 
362). C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5406. Kay v. Thaler, Director, Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Division. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–5472. Almond v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 670. 

No. 11–5767. Woodard v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
414 Fed. Appx. 675. 

No. 11–5792. Morgan v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
428 Fed. Appx. 974. 

No. 11–5819. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 705. 

No. 11–5847. Florer v. Congregation Pidyon Shevuyim 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 
F. 3d 916. 

No. 11–5939. Rhine v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 525. 

No. 11–6039. Carvahlo v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6053. Gilbert v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 1293. 

No. 11–6153. Swichkow v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1315. 

No. 11–6257. Douglas v. Jacquez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 501. 

No. 11–6291. Boyce v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 633 F. 3d 708. 

No. 11–6335. Daniel B. v. Sunapee School District. Sup. 
Ct. N. H. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 162 N. H. 38, 27 
A. 3d 689. 

No. 11–6365. Greene v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 191. 

No. 11–6378. Vera-Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 435. 
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No. 11–6380. Van Pelt v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 74 So. 3d 32. 

No. 11–6420. Torres-Torres v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 411. 

No. 11–6428. St. Martin v. Wisconsin. Sup. Ct. Wis. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI 44, 334 Wis. 2d 290, 800 
N. W. 2d 858. 

No. 11–6455. McClarin v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 289 Ga. 180, 710 S. E. 2d 120. 

No. 11–6456. Naslund v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6467. Guy v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1138, 373 P. 3d 919. 

No. 11–6795. Ramos v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6798. Schlee v. Williams, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6799. Cowie v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6805. Suarez v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6808. Grifąn v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6825. Norwood v. Little Rock Police Department. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6828. Scott v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6829. Allen v. Bigelow, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 466 Fed. Appx. 692. 

No. 11–6830. Bure v. Bondi, Attorney General of Flor­
ida, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–6832. Stevens v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1178, 373 P. 3d 964. 

No. 11–6833. Diaz-Bey v. Hill et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 228. 

No. 11–6839. Peterson v. McKenna, Attorney General 
of Washington. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6840. Nguyen v. Felker, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6841. McGrew v. Vannoy et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6845. Parker v. Perry, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6851. Anderson v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6854. Vann v. Wieneke et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 679. 

No. 11–6858. Thorne-El v. North Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 578. 

No. 11–6862. Selden v. Florida et al. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 
1st Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 1261. 

No. 11–6867. Crawford v. Davis et al. Ct. App. Tex., 7th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6884. Davis v. Gray et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 412 Fed. Appx. 626. 

No. 11–6885. Ellis v. Parker, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 683. 

No. 11–6886. Deshay v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6887. Charley v. Orangeburg County Sheriff’s 
Department et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 631. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 1119 

565 U. S. January 9, 2012 

No. 11–6895. Valenzuela v. Maricopa County Sheriff’s 
Department et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6896. Wilson v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6899. Esmael v. United Kingdom Secret Intelli­
gence Service et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6901. Hubbard v. Rivard, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6903. Dohnal v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6904. Cabrera v. McCall, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 234. 

No. 11–6905. Evans v. Kirkpatrick, Superintendent, 
Wende Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–6918. Valdez v. Milyard, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 
744. 

No. 11–6919. Walker v. Clark, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6923. Bartee v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6934. Phillips v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­
ferson City Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6935. Matthews v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6937. Martinez v. DeCesaro et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 660. 

No. 11–6944. Morris v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–6948. Allen v. Zavaras et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 709. 

No. 11–6954. Thompson v. Alabama. Sup. Ct. Ala. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6955. Yan Ju Wang v. Appellate Division, Supe­
rior Court of California, County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6960. Salahuddin v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6964. Schumann v. Patrick, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6967. Abston v. Eichenberger, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6973. Conner v. Graham, Superintendent, Au­
burn Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 29. 

No. 11–6976. Barbour v. Brock & Scott, PLLC, et al. 
Sup. Ct. N. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 365 N. C. 
332, 717 S. E. 2d 386. 

No. 11–6977. Barbour v. Wells Fargo Bank, N. A., et al. 
Ct. App. N. C. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6982. Gottschalk v. State Bar of California. 
Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6986. Hendricks v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6999. Pickard v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7004. Delgado v. McEwen, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7007. Chavez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1057. 
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No. 11–7008. Magee v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 194 Cal. App. 4th 178, 
123 Cal. Rptr. 3d 689. 

No. 11–7010. Underwood v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. 
Okla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 252 P. 3d 221. 

No. 11–7011. Rodriguez v. Scribner, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7016. Thornton v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7018. Smith v. Neven, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7021. Cromer v. Bodison, Warden, et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 172. 

No. 11–7023. Canty v. Esgrow et al. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 3d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 83 App. 
Div. 3d 1322, 921 N. Y. S. 2d 410. 

No. 11–7024. Martinez v. Hedgpeth, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7027. Martinez v. United States District Court 
for the District of New Mexico (two judgments). C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7033. Muntaser v. Bradshaw, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 515. 

No. 11–7037. Marshall v. Morton et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 832. 

No. 11–7041. Kelley v. Ritter et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7042. Kerchee v. Jones, Director, Oklahoma De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 851. 

No. 11–7046. Cavaness v. Heimgartner, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. 
Appx. 6. 
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No. 11–7047. Lee v. Texas Department of Family and 
Protective Services. Ct. App. Tex., 11th Dist. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7048. Keith v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7050. Avery v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 67 So. 3d 202. 

No. 11–7051. Patel v. Martuscello, Superintendent, Cox­
sackie Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7055. Flores v. El Paso Police Department et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7059. Stevenson v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7061. Smith v. Ricci, Administrator, New Jersey 
State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7063. Ruth v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 439. 

No. 11–7064. Darby v. Geiger et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 840. 

No. 11–7066. Cunningham v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7067. Reaves v. Executive New York State Ofące 
of Family and Children Services et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7070. Williams v. Padula, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 269. 

No. 11–7071. Vaughn v. James et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7072. Pugh v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7074. Travaline v. Supreme Court of the United 
States et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 424 Fed. Appx. 78. 

No. 11–7075. Williams v. Mullen et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 172. 

No. 11–7077. Williams v. Harlow et al. Commw. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 985 A. 2d 309. 

No. 11–7079. Winters v. Hubbard et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 626. 

No. 11–7080. Washington v. Lockett, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Pittsburgh, et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7083. O’Connor v. Grace et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7085. Bush v. Division of Human Rights et al. 
Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 
786, 952 N. E. 2d 1080. 

No. 11–7087. Castaneda v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 1292, 254 P. 3d 249. 

No. 11–7088. Rhodes v. Medina, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 727. 

No. 11–7092. O’Geary v. Fayram, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7095. Roberts v. Sobina, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Albion, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7097. St. Cyr v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 
905. 

No. 11–7106. Curtis-Joseph v. Richardson et al. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 570. 

No. 11–7107. Connolly v. Illinois Prisoner Review Board 
et al. App. Ct. Ill., 4th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 404 Ill. App. 3d 1185, 996 N. E. 2d 779. 
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No. 11–7109. Jones v. Maryland Department of Public 
Safety and Correctional Services. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 149. 

No. 11–7110. Jimenez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7111. Carter v. Cooper. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 256. 

No. 11–7114. Van Brumwell v. Oregon. Sup. Ct. Ore. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 350 Ore. 93, 249 P. 3d 965. 

No. 11–7116. Broome v. Hunter et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Fed. Appx. 666. 

No. 11–7119. Edwards v. Yu. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7121. Dukes v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7123. Varnum v. Lewis, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 589. 

No. 11–7128. Jones v. Steward, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7143. Stemple v. Workman, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 732. 

No. 11–7144. Leslie v. United States et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 103. 

No. 11–7151. Beale v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7155. Pomposello v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7158. Gray v. Valdez, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7160. Gutierrez v. King, Attorney General of 
New Mexico. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 426 Fed. Appx. 671. 
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No. 11–7161. Frame v. Menallen Township, Pennsylva­
nia. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 610 Pa. 
602, 20 A. 3d 490. 

No. 11–7164. Heffernan v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 326. 

No. 11–7165. Woods v. Marshall, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7166. Warren v. Milyard, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 
670. 

No. 11–7172. Gomez v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7173. Hofman v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7174. Iverson v. VenuWorks/Compass Facilities 
Management, Inc. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7176. Gather v. Oklahoma Army National Guard 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7177. Nash v. New York. Ct. App. N. Y. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 860, 956 N. E. 2d 807. 

No. 11–7179. Mancuso v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 73. 

No. 11–7182. Popp v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7183. Flores v. Public Health Service et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7187. Graham v. American Golf Corp. et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 634. 

No. 11–7188. Gumbs v. Government of the Virgin Islands. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. 
Appx. 90. 
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No. 11–7189. Walker v. Walsh, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Dallas, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7190. Ontiveros-Perez v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7191. McNeil v. Home Budget Loans et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7194. Contant v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. 
Appx. 105. 

No. 11–7196. Seawright v. McCall, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 970. 

No. 11–7197. Sullivan v. Stovall, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7199. Owen v. Weber, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1105. 

No. 11–7203. Walker v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7204. Witherspoon v. Delaware County Court of 
Common Pleas. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7207. Escobedo v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7208. Noble v. Adams et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1138. 

No. 11–7209. Nelson v. Williams et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7210. Crook v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7211. Stevens v. Medina, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 
700. 
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No. 11–7216. Dickson v. Kerestes, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7225. Gardner v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 188. 

No. 11–7231. Goodell v. Williams, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 490. 

No. 11–7232. Bell v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 129. 

No. 11–7233. Hagler v. Budsberg et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 541. 

No. 11–7237. Stanley v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 57 So. 3d 944. 

No. 11–7243. Murphy v. Sherry, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7245. Williams v. Baenen, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7271. Crumblin v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 180. 

No. 11–7275. Purpura et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 496. 

No. 11–7280. Todd v. Hill, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7286. Myers v. Knowlin, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 836. 

No. 11–7299. Ramsey v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7312. Durdley v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 966. 

No. 11–7313. Parker v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 898. 
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No. 11–7314. Pearson v. LaĆer, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7320. Jenkins v. Scutt, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7327. Dally v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7330. Washington v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 1251. 

No. 11–7331. Silver v. Maryland. Ct. App. Md. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 420 Md. 415, 23 A. 3d 867. 

No. 11–7332. Pena v. Martel, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 670. 

No. 11–7334. Morrison v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 873. 

No. 11–7335. Stephens v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 308. 

No. 11–7336. Simmons v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7339. Page v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 126. 

No. 11–7340. Papenfus v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7341. McReynolds v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 772. 

No. 11–7349. Harris v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1186, 1 N. E. 
3d 119. 

No. 11–7352. Gomez-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 412. 

No. 11–7354. Marrero v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 453. 
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No. 11–7355. Kitchen v. Felker, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 318. 

No. 11–7356. Kizzee v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 355. 

No. 11–7359. Ghent v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 27 So. 3d 121. 

No. 11–7360. Holly v. Gotcher, dba Gotcher Law Firm, 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 
Fed. Appx. 634. 

No. 11–7361. Gardner v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 879. 

No. 11–7362. Fullman v. Donahoe, Postmaster General, 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 
Fed. Appx. 75. 

No. 11–7364. Morton v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 775. 

No. 11–7367. Slaughter v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7368. Rowe v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 800. 

No. 11–7369. Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7371. Matney v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 596. 

No. 11–7372. Lua-Guizar v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 563. 

No. 11–7375. Pinder v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 816. 

No. 11–7380. X. D. v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 832. 

No. 11–7381. Coleman v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 480. 
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No. 11–7382. De Jesus-Viera v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 52. 

No. 11–7383. Doyle v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 288. 

No. 11–7385. Walker v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 823. 

No. 11–7386. Garcia-Tobias, aka Garcia-Torres v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 
Fed. Appx. 278. 

No. 11–7387. Oswaldo Sarabia v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 48. 

No. 11–7389. Figueroa v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7396. Green v. Fischer, Commissioner, New York 
Department of Correctional Services. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 3d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 App. 
Div. 3d 1011, 908 N. Y. S. 2d 757. 

No. 11–7399. Alonso-Prieto, aka Powell, aka Murphy-
Peterson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 937. 

No. 11–7401. Anderson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 259. 

No. 11–7411. Sperling v. Ebbert, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 68. 

No. 11–7412. States v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 734. 

No. 11–7413. Mitchell v. University Medical Center, 
Inc. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7414. Francis v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7415. Gisi v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 64 So. 3d 682. 
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No. 11–7418. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 573. 

No. 11–7420. Tchibassa v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7422. McCray v. Rednour, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 376. 

No. 11–7423. Moradel-Ruiz v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 256. 

No. 11–7425. Owens v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 745. 

No. 11–7426. Petty v. Pennsylvania Board of Probation 
and Parole et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7427. Moore v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 70 So. 3d 587. 

No. 11–7428. Nguyen v. Folino, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Greene, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7430. Jimenez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 378. 

No. 11–7432. Jones v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 263. 

No. 11–7433. Mathis v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7437. Cruz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–7441. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 940. 

No. 11–7443. Palmer v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7454. Calais v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 661. 
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No. 11–7458. Salazar v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 753 and 436 Fed. 
Appx. 639. 

No. 11–7461. Brown v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7462. Carrero-Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 344. 

No. 11–7465. Miller v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 353. 

No. 11–7471. Knight v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 537. 

No. 11–7472. Edwards v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7473. Eason v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 622. 

No. 11–7474. Muentes v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7476. Laureys v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 27. 

No. 11–7477. Baptist v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1225. 

No. 11–7478. Shub v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7479. Reaves v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 140. 

No. 11–7482. Schipke v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 51. 

No. 11–7485. Cabaccang v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7487. Mimms v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 192. 

No. 11–7491. Kharabadze v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 114. 
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No. 11–7492. Kokoski v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 472. 

No. 11–7493. Juarez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 753 and 436 Fed. 
Appx. 639. 

No. 11–7494. Fink v. Phelps, Warden, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 258. 

No. 11–7496. Dickey v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 290. 

No. 11–7498. Potts v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7502. Blinkinsop v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 606 F. 3d 1110. 

No. 11–7507. Graves v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7511. Green v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 637. 

No. 11–7516. Allen v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 748. 

No. 11–7518. Gonzalez-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 410 Fed. Appx. 827. 

No. 11–7519. Garcia, aka Garcia-Toscano v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 
Fed. Appx. 357. 

No. 11–7520. Gray v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 562. 

No. 11–7522. Toussaint v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 819. 

No. 11–7524. Lopez-Martinez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 309. 

No. 11–7526. Savage v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7527. Olmos-Olvera v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 396 Fed. Appx. 163. 

No. 11–7528. Alcantara-Ramirez, aka Confesor Alcan­
tara, aka Ramirez-Alacantara v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7533. Murray v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7537. Perez-Montero v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 549. 

No. 11–7538. Mills v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 489. 

No. 11–7539. Robins v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7544. Perez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 952. 

No. 11–7545. Burrows v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 180. 

No. 11–7546. Williams v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 812. 

No. 11–7548. Hung Nam Tran v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI App 58, 332 Wis. 
2d 803, 798 N. W. 2d 319. 

No. 11–7550. Cabaccang v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7551. D’Andrea v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 273. 

No. 11–7552. Early v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 695. 

No. 11–7554. Chavez-Pulido v. United States. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7557. Willis v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 269. 
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No. 11–7559. Morrow v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7561. Martinez-Vasquez v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 
795. 

No. 11–7563. Pierre v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 905. 

No. 11–7569. Knope v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 647. 

No. 11–7570. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7571. McKinney v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 517. 

No. 11–7572. Rodriguez-Castro v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1189. 

No. 11–7573. Crawford v. United States et al. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 433. 

No. 11–7575. Tibbs v. Adams, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 443. 

No. 11–7576. Carr v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7577. Wilson v. Roy, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 433. 

No. 11–7582. Santiago v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 1007. 

No. 11–7592. Ambo, aka Ambos v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 272. 

No. 11–7593. Morales v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 397 Fed. Appx. 883. 

No. 11–7594. Price v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7595. Henry v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7598. Vazquez v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 96. 

No. 11–7600. Williams v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7601. Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 830. 

No. 11–7604. McClellan v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 479. 

No. 11–7606. Jenkins v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7611. Burke v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7613. Armstrong v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 501. 

No. 11–7615. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 733. 

No. 11–7617. Riesselman v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1072. 

No. 11–7623. Murray v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 251. 

No. 11–7624. Ortiz-Miranda v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7631. Soderman v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 663. 

No. 11–7634. Prandy-Binett v. United States. C. A. D. C. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7635. Barrington v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 1178. 

No. 11–7639. Autrey v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7640. Barrios, aka Rincon-Hernandez v. United 
States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 
Fed. Appx. 874. 
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No. 11–7642. Sheppard v. Rivera, Warden, et al. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 980. 

No. 11–7644. Russell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 276. 

No. 11–7649. Castro-Cabrera v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 789. 

No. 11–7652. Reese v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 8. 

No. 11–7653. Suschanke v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 968. 

No. 11–7655. Diaz-Maldonado v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 
854. 

No. 11–7656. Collado v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 845. 

No. 11–7663. Blood v. Bledsoe, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 203. 

No. 11–7670. Vaughn v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 507. 

No. 11–7671. Valdez v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7673. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7676. Jefferson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 927. 

No. 11–7680. Mason v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 370. 

No. 11–7681. Cooper, aka Jones v. United States. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 11–7684. Parisi v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 1. 

No. 11–7686. Torres v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 292. 
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No. 11–7693. Smith v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 654. 

No. 11–7697. Daniels v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 399. 

No. 11–7699. Al Jaber v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 9. 

No. 11–7705. Watson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 571. 

No. 11–7707. Rogers v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 644. 

No. 11–7708. Ceja v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7709. Davis v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 9. 

No. 11–7712. Arseo-Franco, aka Corrales v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 
Fed. Appx. 333. 

No. 11–7716. Deas v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 12. 

No. 11–7720. Sowden v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7727. Mujica v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 856. 

No. 10–1548. Cash, Acting Warden v. Maxwell. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 628 F. 3d 
486. 

Statement of Justice Sotomayor respecting the denial of 
certiorari. 

The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 
requires that federal habeas courts extend deference to the fac­
tual findings of state courts. But “deference does not imply aban­
donment or abdication of judicial review.” Miller-El v. Cockrell, 
537 U. S. 322, 340 (2003). Congress stated in no uncertain terms 
that federal habeas relief remains available when a state court’s 
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holding is “based on an unreasonable determination of the facts.” 
28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(2). In this case, the state court’s denial of 
relief to respondent Bobby Joe Maxwell was premised on its fac­
tual finding that there was “no credible or persuasive evidence 
Sidney Storch lied at [Maxwell’s] trial in 1984.” App. to Pet. for 
Cert. 137. Because the Ninth Circuit meticulously set forth an 
avalanche of evidence demonstrating that the state court’s factual 
finding was unreasonable, see Maxwell v. Roe, 628 F. 3d 486, 
498–506 (2010), I agree with the Court’s decision to deny certiorari. 

Sidney Storch was one of the most notorious jailhouse inform­
ants in the history of Los Angeles County. During a 4-year pe­
riod in the mid-1980’s, he testified in at least a half-dozen trials, 
each time claiming that the defendant had confessed to him in 
prison. See Rohrlich & Stewart, Jailhouse Snitches: Trading Lies 
for Freedom, L. A. Times, Apr. 16, 1989, p. 30 (“Said inmate 
Daniel Roach: ‘It seems that half the world just confesses to 
Sidney Storch’ ”). 

Throughout this period, however, evidence mounted that Storch 
repeatedly was fabricating inmates’ confessions for personal gain. 
As even the State acknowledges, Storch’s signature method was 
to fashion inmates’ supposed confessions from publicly available 
information in newspaper articles. 2 Record 262. At Maxwell’s 
postconviction hearing, one former county prosecutor explained 
that he declined to use Storch in a high-profile 1986 murder case 
after determining “Storch was not telling the truth about [the 
defendant’s] alleged statements,” and had lied about having heard 
a confession at a time when he was not in the defendant’s cell. 
9 id., at 1824. Another prosecutor later refused to use Storch in 
a different case after discovering that his “testimony was similar 
to the newspaper accounts of the case.” Id., at 1825. In 1987, 
sheriff ’s deputies even confiscated a manual written by Storch 
instructing other jailhouse snitches how to fabricate confessions. 
None of this was out of character for Storch, who was discharged 
from the Army in 1964 because he was a “ ‘habitual liar,’ ” and 
was arrested repeatedly for crimes of dishonesty, including forg­
ery, fraud, and false impersonation—including falsely impersonat­
ing a Central Intelligence Agency officer. 628 F. 3d, at 498. 

As the Ninth Circuit explained at length, both before and after 
Maxwell’s trial, various police officers and prosecutors believed 
Storch to be unreliable, dishonest, and willing to set up defend­
ants for his own ends. At Maxwell’s postconviction hearing, one 
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police officer described how Storch sought to “set . . . up” someone 
during a forgery investigation, 6 Record 1118; another detective 
testified that he would have put Storch on a Los Angeles Police 
Department list of unreliable informants prior to Maxwell’s trial. 
Not long after Maxwell’s trial, prosecutors refused to put Storch 
on the stand, believing him to have fabricated defendants’ confes­
sions. And even the State conceded that Storch lied about a 
variety of material facts at Maxwell’s own trial, including his own 
criminal record and his motivation for testifying. This powerful 
evidence supported Maxwell’s claim that Storch falsely testified 
about Maxwell’s supposed confession—using precisely the same 
modus operandi that Storch used time and again to falsely impli­
cate other defendants. See 628 F. 3d, at 504–505. 

The dissent labels all of this evidence “circumstantial.” Post, 
at 1143 (opinion of Scalia, J.). It insists that it is possible that 
Storch repeatedly falsely implicated other defendants, and fabri­
cated other material facts at Maxwell’s trial, but uncharacteristi­
cally told the truth about Maxwell’s supposed confession. Of 
course, that is possible. But it is not reasonable, given the volu­
minous evidence that Storch was a habitual liar who even the 
State concedes told other material lies at Maxwell’s trial.1 

Here, the Ninth Circuit recognized that 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(2) 
imposes a “daunting standard—one that will be satisfied in rela­
tively few cases.” 628 F. 3d, at 500 (internal quotation marks 
omitted). The court below found that standard met only after 
describing, in scrupulous detail, the overwhelming evidence sup­
porting the conclusion that Storch falsely testified at Maxwell’s 
trial2—attempting to manipulate the integrity of the judicial sys­

1 The dissent suggests two police officers testified that Storch provided 
them “accurate and reliable information” when working with Storch several 
years before Maxwell’s trial. See post, at 1143. In fact, when asked if Storch 
provided “accurate information,” one officer stated: “As far as I know, yes. 
I don’t remember any of this being either good or bad . . . .” 6 Record 
1091. The second officer, when asked if Storch was a “reliable individual,” 
responded that “it would depend on what time,” id., at 1117–1118, and noted 
that he had ceased all contact with Storch well before Maxwell’s trial, after 
Storch’s attempt to “set . . . up” a prospective defendant, id., at 1118. 

2 The dissent implies that there was strong evidence suggesting that Storch 
was truthful. But the testimony by two other jailhouse informants who con­
tended that Maxwell confessed to them, see post, at 1144, was properly deemed 
“ludicrous” by the state appellate court. App. to Pet. for Cert. 174. One 
informant was committed to a mental hospital, and informed the district attor­
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tem as he did in numerous other cases. I agree with the Ninth 
Circuit’s determination. But even to the extent that the dissent 
sees error in that determination, the Ninth Circuit conducted 
precisely the inquiry required by § 2254(d)(2) and our precedents. 
“The principal purpose of this Court’s exercise of its certiorari 
jurisdiction is to clarify the law.” Caperton v. A. T. Massey Coal 
Co., 556 U. S. 868, 902 (2009) (Scalia, J., dissenting). Mere dis­
agreement with the Ninth Circuit’s highly factbound conclusion 
is, in my opinion, an insufficient basis for granting certiorari. See 
this Court’s Rule 10. 

Justice Scalia, with whom Justice Alito joins, dissenting. 
The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 put 

an end to federal-district-court readjudication of issues already 
decided, with full due process of law, in state criminal cases. It 
provides that a writ of habeas corpus challenging a state criminal 
conviction shall not be granted with respect to any claim “adjudi­
cated on the merits in State court proceedings,” unless that 
state adjudication 

“(1) resulted in a decision that was contrary to, or involved 
an unreasonable application of, clearly established Federal 
law, as determined by the Supreme Court of the United 
States; or 
“(2) resulted in a decision that was based on an unreasonable 
determination of the facts in light of the evidence presented 
in the State court proceeding.” 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d). 

ney before trial that his story implicating Maxwell had been “nothing more 
than a story of untruths founded by an ‘imaginary delusion.’ ” Tr. 6532. The 
other informant claimed that Maxwell confessed to 10 murders while raping 
him during the middle of the day in his cell. That story was refuted by an­
other inmate, and when the informant attempted to obtain bail on the basis of 
his testimony regarding Maxwell, another court denied relief. See, e. g., id., 
at 6744–6754. 

The dissent also ignores that the physical evidence against Maxwell was 
largely circumstantial, and that the State’s prosecutor acknowledged that he 
had regarded the case against Maxwell as “weak from an evidential stand­
point.” 9 Record 1844. Three men who briefly saw the killer provided a 
description of a man taller and heavier than Maxwell. And when Maxwell 
was placed in a lineup, and made to say a remark all three men had heard the 
killer say, none of the three identified Maxwell. One of the eyewitnesses even 
stated “you got everybody up there that doesn’t look anything like him.” 
Tr. 8641A. 
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We have called this a “difficult to meet . . . and highly deferential 
standard” which “demands that state-court decisions be given the 
benefit of the doubt,” Cullen v. Pinholster, 563 U. S. 170, 181 
(2011) (internal quotation marks omitted). It forbids federal 
courts “to second-guess the reasonable decisions of state courts,” 
Renico v. Lett, 559 U. S. 766, 773 (2010). 

I believe that in this case the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit unquestionably ignored these commands— 
thereby invalidating two 26-year-old murder convictions which 
the intervening loss of witnesses and evidence will likely make 
it impossible to retry. I dissent from the Court’s decision not 
to grant certiorari and summarily reverse the Ninth Circuit’s 
judgment. 

I 
In the late 1970’s, 10 homeless men were murdered in downtown 

Los Angeles—a series of murders that came to be known as the 
“Skid Row Stabber” killings. Respondent Bobby Joe Maxwell 
was charged with all 10 murders, and in 1984 a California jury 
convicted him of two counts of first-degree murder and one re­
lated count of robbery. Maxwell was sentenced to life imprison­
ment without the possibility of parole, and his convictions were 
affirmed on direct appeal. 

In 1995, Maxwell filed a habeas corpus petition in the California 
Supreme Court, alleging that a prosecution witness, Sidney Storch, 
had given false testimony at trial. Storch, a former cellmate of 
Maxwell’s, had testified that, after reading the newspaper account 
of a palm print’s being found at the scene of one of the murders, 
Maxwell stated he was not prone to that type of mistake because 
he “wore gloves with the fingers cut off so as to keep his hands 
warm and leave his fingers free.” 3 Record 537. The California 
Supreme Court issued an order to show cause whether Maxwell 
was entitled to relief based on his allegation of false testimony, 
returnable to the Superior Court. After conducting an eviden­
tiary hearing that extended over the course of two years and in­
cluded the testimony of more than 30 witnesses and the introduc­
tion of over 50 exhibits, the Superior Court issued a 34-page 
opinion concluding that Storch had not lied and denying the habeas 
petition. App. to Pet. for Cert. 137. In 2001, Maxwell again filed 
a habeas petition in the California Supreme Court, alleging, inter 
alia, that the State had violated his right to due process by failing 
to disclose certain evidence relating to Storch. See Brady v. 
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Maryland, 373 U. S. 83, 87 (1963). The court summarily denied 
the petition. App. to Pet. for Cert. 105. 

Maxwell then filed a petition for writ of habeas corpus under 
§ 2254 in the United States District Court for the Central District 
of California, renewing his claims that his conviction violated his 
right to due process because (1) it was based on the false tes­
timony of Storch; and (2) the State failed to disclose favorable 
and material evidence regarding Storch. The District Court dis­
missed the petition, id., at 47, but the Ninth Circuit reversed. 
Maxwell v. Roe, 628 F. 3d 486 (2010). 

II 

A 

First, the Ninth Circuit set aside the state habeas court’s de­
termination that Storch had not fabricated his testimony. It 
based that action on nothing more than circumstantial evidence 
indicating that Storch was generally an untruthful person. For 
example, the court pointed to various mistruths Storch purport­
edly told at trial (regarding, for example, his criminal history and 
his motivation for coming forward). But as the Ninth Circuit 
itself recognized, those lies “d[o] not alone establish that Storch 
lied about the confession.” Id., at 501. The Ninth Circuit also 
concluded that Storch “misrepresented his sophistication and ex­
perience as a jailhouse informant.” Ibid. This finds no support 
in the record. App. to Pet. for Cert. 119–120. Storch’s only tes­
timony as to his informant history was that he had never before 
testified for the district attorney, 3 Record 551; no evidence in 
the habeas record contradicts that. The Ninth Circuit went on 
to conclude that Storch had a history of falsely implicating indi­
viduals. But any evidence of this, as the state court noted, was 
highly speculative, see, e. g., App. to Pet. for Cert. 136—and two 
officers testified at the state evidentiary hearing that in various 
cases Storch had provided them with accurate and reliable in­
formation. Id., at 125–126. Finally, the Ninth Circuit accorded 
significance to trials subsequent to Maxwell’s in which Storch 
allegedly testified falsely. The state court had concluded that 
these post-trial events did not establish the falsity of Storch’s 
testimony, id., at 136–137, and the Ninth Circuit apparently 
agreed, see 628 F. 3d, at 503 (“The evidence of Storch’s later 
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lies under oath does not establish the nature of his testimony at 
Maxwell’s trial”).* 

In sum, the evidence relied on by the Ninth Circuit might per­
mit, but by no means compels, the conclusion that Storch 
fabricated Maxwell’s admission. And that leaves out of account 
( just as the Ninth Circuit inexplicably did) the other evidence 
suggesting that Storch was not lying—including testimony that 
Maxwell confessed the crime, indeed confessed the crime much 
more explicitly, to two cellmates other than Storch. The state­
ment of Justice Sotomayor makes its task far too easy by set­
ting out to show the unreasonableness of the California court’s 
statement that there was “no credible or persuasive evidence Sid­
ney Storch lied,” ante, at 1139 (internal quotation marks omitted). 
It is not the court’s statements that are at issue here. To estab­
lish even a wild exaggeration is not to establish what § 2254(d)(2) 
requires: that the state court’s “decision . . . was based on an 
unreasonable determination of the facts.” (Emphasis added.) 
The only factual determination necessary to support the Califor­
nia court’s decision was that Maxwell had not established that 
Storch lied. And it is of course that point to which the California 
court directed its attention. (“[Certain evidence] does little to 
establish whether [Storch] lied about [Maxwell’s] admissions in 
1984.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 136.) What Justice Sotomayor 
calls “the overwhelming evidence supporting the conclusion that 
Storch falsely testified at Maxwell’s trial,” ante, at 1140, consists 
of nothing more than evidence which establishes, at most, that 
Storch was a habitual liar. That may well provide reason to 
suspect that Storch testified falsely at Maxwell’s trial; or even to 
think it likely that Storch testified falsely; but it does not re­
motely support the conclusion that it was unreasonable to deter­
mine that Maxwell had not established that Storch testified 

*The evidence identified by Justice Sotomayor is similarly inconclusive, 
and the state habeas court reasonably discounted it. For instance, the so-
called “manual,” ante, at 1139 (emphasis deleted), is all but illegible, 2 Rec­
ord 461; as the state court recognized, the portions that can be read do not 
reveal whether Storch was instructing another inmate to “provid[e] sub­
stance or style.” App. to Pet. for Cert. 133. And the opinion of the prose­
cutor who declined to use Storch in a trial that postdated Maxwell’s by 
nearly three years, ante, at 1139, was deemed “[u]nconvincing” by the state 
court, since it was based on jail records of questionable accuracy, App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 134. 
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falsely. In finding the state court’s determination not merely 
wrong but unreasonable, the Ninth Circuit plainly did what we 
have said § 2254(d) forbids: It “use[d] a set of debatable inferences 
to set aside the conclusion reached by the state court.” Rice v. 
Collins, 546 U. S. 333, 342 (2006). 

To make matters worse, having stretched the facts, the Ninth 
Circuit also stretched the Constitution, holding that the use of 
Storch’s false testimony violated the Fourteenth Amendment’s 
Due Process Clause, whether or not the prosecution knew of its 
falsity. See 628 F. 3d, at 506–507. We have never held that, and 
are unlikely ever to do so. All we have held is that “a conviction 
obtained through use of false evidence, known to be such by repre­
sentatives of the State, must fall under the Fourteenth Amend­
ment.” Napue v. Illinois, 360 U. S. 264, 269 (1959) (emphasis 
added). This extension of due process by the Ninth Circuit 
should not be left standing. 

B 
The Ninth Circuit also concluded that the California Supreme 

Court unreasonably applied Brady. In its view, the prosecution 
committed a Brady violation by failing to disclose two pieces of 
impeachment evidence: (1) the difference between Storch’s origi­
nal plea deal and the plea deal Storch negotiated independently 
from his public defender after he offered to testify; and (2) Storch’s 
cooperation with law enforcement officials in the years preceding 
Maxwell’s trial. The Ninth Circuit said that this evidence was ma­
terial to Maxwell’s guilt (which is what a violation of Brady re­
quires, see Strickler v. Greene, 527 U. S. 263, 280 (1999)), because 
“Storch’s testimony was crucial to the prosecution’s case” and the 
evidence “could have been used to undermine” Storch’s credibility. 
628 F. 3d, at 512. 

Neither of these contentions is remotely true. As for the “cru­
cial” nature of Storch’s testimony: Storch was just one of four 
cellmates who recounted Maxwell’s incriminating statements, and 
there was ample other evidence of Maxwell’s guilt, including an 
eyewitness identification and evidence of Maxwell’s palm print 
near one of the murder scenes. And as for the potential utility 
of the undisclosed evidence in refuting Storch’s less-than-crucial 
testimony: According to the Ninth Circuit, evidence that Storch 
originally had a plea deal of 36 months, which improved to 16 
months after he offered to testify, would have “provided Maxwell 
with impeaching evidence relevant to Storch’s motivation for testi­
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fying.” Id., at 510. But the jury already knew that Storch 
would not have testified without a deal. Storch said on the stand 
that he faced the possibility of six years’ imprisonment on pending 
charges and received a 16-month deal in exchange for his testi­
mony; and responded in the negative when asked whether he 
“would be willing to bring forth this story and tell the D. A. to 
forget the kindness that he is showing towards” him. 3 Record 
562–563. The additional knowledge that he secured a deal that 
improved his sentence from 36 months to 16 months (rather than 
from 6 years to 16 months) would have done nothing to reduce 
the jurors’ belief in his testimony. 

The Ninth Circuit also erred in concluding that evidence of 
Storch’s prior activity as a police informant would have helped 
to contradict his testimony that he had never before testified for 
the district attorney. See 628 F. 3d, at 511. The recitation of 
this non sequitur is its own refutation. 

Finally, the Ninth Circuit’s conclusion that both pieces of evi­
dence could have been used to establish Storch’s sophistication as 
an informant does not hold water. To begin with, the court erred 
in its belief that Storch “independently negotiated” the new deal, 
id., at 498. While it was true enough that Storch “worked a deal 
. . . without his public defender,” id., at 510, that does not estab­
lish that he negotiated a deal on his own. As Maxwell acknowl­
edges, Storch “obtained a private lawyer to work out” the deal. 
Brief in Opposition 14. Moreover, the jury was aware of this 
fact because Storch himself testified to it. 3 Record 596. And 
it is incomprehensible how the substitution of a 16-month-instead­
of-36-month deal for a previous 16-month-instead-of-6-year deal 
demonstrates Storch’s sophistication. Of similarly questionable 
value is evidence of Storch’s prior activity as a police informant. 
Contrary to the Ninth Circuit’s intimations, this would not have 
portrayed Storch as a wheeler-dealer who trumped up stories to 
receive decreased sentences. Indeed, there was no evidence that 
Storch received anything in exchange from the police, App. to 
Pet. for Cert. 125–126, and as I have described, supra, at 1143, 
two officers testified at the evidentiary hearing that information 
he provided them was reliable. 

In view of the evidence, it is not possible to say that the Califor­
nia Supreme Court’s denial of the claim “was so lacking in justifi­
cation that there was an error well understood and comprehended 
in existing law beyond any possibility for fairminded disagree­
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ment.” Harrington v. Richter, 562 U. S. 86, 101 (2011). In fact, 
it seems clear that Maxwell was not entitled to relief. 

* * * 

It is a regrettable reality that some federal judges like to 
second-guess state courts. The only way this Court can ensure 
observance of Congress’s abridgment of their habeas power is to 
perform the unaccustomed task of reviewing utterly fact-bound 
decisions that present no disputed issues of law. We have often 
not shrunk from that task, which we have found particularly 
needful with regard to decisions of the Ninth Circuit. See, e. g., 
Cavazos v. Smith, ante, p. 1 (per curiam) (reinstating California 
conviction for assault on a child resulting in death); Felkner v. 
Jackson, 562 U. S. 594 (2011) (per curiam) (reinstating California 
conviction for sexual attack on a 72-year-old woman); Premo v. 
Moore, 562 U. S. 115 (2011) (reinstating Oregon conviction for 
murder of a kidnaped victim); Knowles v. Mirzayance, 556 U. S. 
111 (2009) (reinstating California first-degree murder conviction); 
Rice v. Collins, 546 U. S. 333 (2006) (reinstating California convic­
tion for cocaine possession); Kane v. Garcia Espitia, 546 U. S. 9 
(2005) (per curiam) (reinstating California conviction for carjack­
ing and other offenses); Yarborough v. Gentry, 540 U. S. 1 (2003) 
(per curiam) (reinstating California conviction for assault with a 
deadly weapon); Woodford v. Visciotti, 537 U. S. 19 (2002) (per 
curiam) (reinstating capital sentence for California prisoner con­
victed of first-degree murder, attempted murder, and armed rob­
bery). Today we have shrunk, letting stand a judgment that once 
again deprives California courts of that control over the State’s 
administration of criminal justice which federal law assures. We 
should grant the petition for certiorari and summarily reverse the 
Ninth Circuit’s latest unsupportable § 2254 judgment. 

No. 11–122. Innovair Aviation Ltd. v. United States. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice and Jus­
tice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. Reported below: 632 F. 3d 1336. 

No. 11–350. NATSO, Inc., et al. v. 3 Girls Enterprises, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Motion of The Rutherford Institute 
for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 470. 
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No. 11–408. Tullis et al. v. UMB Bank, N. A., et al. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 423 
Fed. Appx. 567. 

No. 11– 526. Drake v. Laboratory Corporation of 
America Holdings et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision 
of this petition. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 84. 

No. 11–568. Pierce v. Woldenberg. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari before judgment denied. 

No. 11–6385. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 337. 

No. 11–7270. Castel v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 427 
Fed. Appx. 103. 

No. 11–7294. Diaz Arteaga v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 436 Fed. 
Appx. 343. 

No. 11–7337. Sacco v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 839. 

No. 11–7338. Dallum v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7345. Hairston v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 421 Fed. 
Appx. 310. 

No. 11–7457. Smith v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7459. Santos v. Shartle, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 
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No. 11–7508. Hernandez-Hernandez v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
437 Fed. Appx. 320. 

No. 11–7530. Meza v. Zickefoose, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 443 Fed. 
Appx. 687. 

No. 11–7534. Nolan v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 443 Fed. 
Appx. 259. 

No. 11–7535. Pennant v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7581. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7588. Vazquez v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 741. 

No. 11–7596. McCreary v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 425 Fed. 
Appx. 77. 

No. 11–7614. Flores v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari before judgment denied. 

No. 11–7721. Reed v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1115. Cavazos, Acting Warden v. Smith, ante, p. 1;
 
No. 10–1441. Fanor v. Alvarado et al., ante, p. 821;
 
No. 10–10267. Jones v. Canizaro et al., ante, p. 832;
 
No. 10–10494. Jones v. Travelers et al., ante, p. 838;
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No. 10–10704. Davis v. Steele, Warden, ante, p. 845; 
No. 10–10709. Washington v. Cain, Warden, ante, p. 845; 
No. 10–10713. Sanchez v. Aldrich et al., ante, p. 845; 
No. 10–10949. C. F. v. Superior Court of California, Riv­

erside County, et al., ante, p. 858; 
No. 10–11019. Jones v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­

partment of Corrections, ante, p. 862; 
No. 10–11189. Moss v. United States, ante, p. 872; 
No. 10–11191. Hamilton v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 

Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 872; 
No. 10–11214. Grifąn v. Pennsylvania, ante, p. 873; 
No. 10–11265. Fourstar v. Murlak et al., ante, p. 876; 
No. 11–62. Cazares et al. v. Cosby, ante, p. 881; 
No. 11–125. Holmes v. East Cooper Community Hospital, 

Inc., et al., ante, p. 943; 
No. 11–150. Moore v. USC University Hospital, Inc., et 

al., ante, p. 884; 
No. 11–165. Rifąn v. Maryland Department of the Envi­

ronment, ante, p. 944; 
No. 11–171. Osmolski et al. v. New Jersey, ante, p. 944; 
No. 11–255. Tinsley v. Barksdale, ante, p. 977; 
No. 11–298. Clampitt v. Geurin et ux., ante, p. 1035; 
No. 11–304. Crawford v. Wolverine, Proctor & Schwartz, 

Inc., et al., ante, p. 1035; 
No. 11–308. Thomas et al. v. Alcoser et al., ante, p. 978; 
No. 11–331. Marcello v. Internal Revenue Service, ante, 

p. 979; 
No. 11–359. Miracle Star Women’s Recovering Commu­

nity, Inc. v. Jett et al., ante, p. 1046; 
No. 11–5020. Cruz Martinez v. Scribner, Warden, ante, 

p. 885; 
No. 11–5032. Pope v. Bernard et al., ante, p. 886; 
No. 11–5079. McGrew v. Gilcrease et al., ante, p. 888; 
No. 11–5098. Taylor, on Behalf of Gordon v. Livingston, 

Executive Director, Texas Department of Criminal Jus­
tice, et al., ante, p. 889; 

No. 11–5118. Olivier v. County of Los Angeles, Califor­
nia, ante, p. 890; 

No. 11–5135. Slater v. United States, ante, p. 891; 
No. 11–5139. Nelson v. United States, ante, p. 891; 
No. 11–5143. Wray v. Reynolds, Warden, ante, p. 892; 
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No. 11–5258. Gee v. Kerestes, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Mahanoy, et al., ante, p. 897; 

No. 11–5417. Bafford v. Midąrst Bank et al., ante, p. 1037; 
No. 11–5427. Jeanetta v. United States, ante, p. 906; 
No. 11–5438. Fincher v. United States, ante, p. 907; 
No. 11–5478. Leuluaialii v. Sinclair, Superintendent, 

Washington State Penitentiary, ante, p. 909; 
No. 11–5493. McCluer v. Texas, ante, p. 910; 
No. 11–5515. Palmer v. Buge et al., ante, p. 912; 
No. 11–5616. Williams v. Thompson, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 947; 
No. 11–5620. Taylor v. Visinsky et al., ante, p. 947; 
No. 11–5642. Shove et al. v. United States District Court 

Judges et al., ante, p. 917; 
No. 11–5664. Ochoa v. Rubin, ante, p. 1037; 
No. 11–5699. Johnson v. United States, ante, p. 919; 
No. 11–5814. Purchase v. Florida, ante, p. 952; 
No. 11–5877. Hawk v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social Se­

curity, ante, p. 924; 
No. 11–5927. Baden v. City of Wheaton, Illinois, et al., 

ante, p. 980; 
No. 11–5928. Baker v. Gerdenich Realty Co., ante, p. 952; 
No. 11–5936. Derringer v. Arizona et al., ante, p. 980; 
No. 11–5962. Jelani v. Province, Warden, ante, p. 981; 
No. 11–5963. Jones v. Florida, ante, p. 981; 
No. 11–6011. Clanton v. Schlegel Systems, Inc., et al., 

ante, p. 982; 
No. 11–6027. Manzella v. Dormire, Superintendent, 

Jefferson City Correctional Center, ante, p. 982; 
No. 11–6054. Springs v. New York City Board of Educa­

tion et al., ante, p. 983; 
No. 11–6063. Davis v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 983; 

No. 11–6107. Tompson v. Massachusetts Department of 
Mental Health, ante, p. 984; 

No. 11–6119. Washington v. School Board of Hillsbor­
ough County, ante, p. 967; 

No. 11–6200. F. J. v. Florida Department of Children and 
Families, ante, p. 1016; 

No. 11–6238. Barker v. United States, ante, p. 987; 
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No. 11–6262. Nash v. Ptashnink et al., ante, p. 1038; 
No. 11–6279. Randolph v. Bodison, Warden, ante, p. 987; 
No. 11–6313. In re Shove et al., ante, p. 940; 
No. 11–6373. Hudson v. LaĆer, Warden, ante, p. 988; 
No. 11–6391. Buck v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 1022; 

No. 11–6415. Petros v. Boos et al., ante, p. 1041; 
No. 11–6838. Pinder v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­

partment of Correction, ante, p. 1069; and 
No. 11–6926. McDonald v. United States, ante, p. 1045. 

Petitions for rehearing denied. 

No. 11–6338. Pertil v. United States, ante, p. 960. Petition 
for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–5891. Miller v. In re Application of County 
Treasurer for Judgment and Order of Sale Against Lands 
and Lots Returned Delinquent for Non-Payment of Gen­
eral Taxes and/or Special Assessment, ante, p. 966. Motion 
for leave to file petition for rehearing denied. 

January 11, 2012 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–678. Central States, Southeast and Southwest 
Areas Health and Welfare Fund v. Bio-Medical Applica­
tions of Tennessee, Inc. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari dismissed 
under this Court’s Rule 46.1. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 277. 

January 12, 2012 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 11–341. Qwest Services Corp. et al. v. Blood et al. 
Sup. Ct. Colo. Certiorari dismissed under this Court’s Rule 46.1. 
Reported below: 252 P. 3d 1071. 

January 13, 2012 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 11–184. Kloeckner v. Solis, Secretary of Labor. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 834. 
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No. 11–192. United States v. Bormes. C. A. Fed. Cir. Cer­
tiorari granted. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 574. 

No. 11–465. Cavazos, Acting Warden v. Williams. C. A. 
9th Cir. Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris granted. Certiorari granted limited to Question 1 presented 
by the petition. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 626. 

January 17, 2012 

Appointment Order 

It is ordered that Linda S. Maslow be appointed Librarian of 
the Court to succeed Judith Ann Gaskell, effective at the com­
mencement of business January 17, 2012, and that she take the 
oath of office as required by statute. 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–9236. Johnson v. Bodison, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Gonzalez v. Thaler, 
ante, p. 134. Reported below: 398 Fed. Appx. 927. 

No. 11–6912. Breland v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of the position asserted 
by the Solicitor General in his brief for the United States filed 
on December 19, 2011. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 284. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–7234. Foster v. Kemp, Warden. Sup. Ct. Ga. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7343. Hampel v. United States. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Re­
ported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 995. 

No. 11–7344. Faison v. Weaver et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
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Miscellaneous Orders 

No. D–2720. In re Disbarment of Regan. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. 11M59. El Falesteny v. Obama, President of the 
United States, et al. Motion for leave to file a petition for 
writ of certiorari under seal denied without prejudice to filing a 
renewed motion together with either a redacted petition or an 
explanation as to why the petition may not be redacted within 30 
days. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or deci­
sion of this motion. 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; 

No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, pp. 1033 and 1034.] Motion of the National Federation of 
Independent Business et al. to add Dana Grimes and David Klem­
encic as additional petitioners in No. 11–393 and additional re­
spondents in Nos. 11–398 and 11–400 granted. 

No. 11–460. Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc., et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. The Solicitor General is invited to file a brief in this 
case expressing the views of the United States. 

No. 11–604. EM Ltd. et al. v. Republic of Argentina 
et al. C. A. 2d Cir. The Solicitor General is invited to file a 
brief in this case expressing the views of the United States. Jus­
tice Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this petition. 

No. 11–5721. Hill v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. [Cer­
tiorari granted, ante, p. 1057.] Motion of petitioner for appoint­
ment of counsel granted. Stephen E. Eberhardt, Esq., of Tinley 
Park, Ill., is appointed to serve as counsel for petitioner in this 
case. 

No. 11–5731. Abulkhair v. Boehm et al. Sup. Ct. N. J. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1011] denied. 
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No. 11–6616. Blackmer v. Social Security Administra­
tion. C. A. 1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of 
order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1051] 
denied. 

No. 11–7241. Ochoa Canales v. Thaler, Director, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division. C. A. 5th Cir.; 

No. 11–7255. In re Coleman; 
No. 11–7445. Schmidt et ux. v. New Century Mortgage 

Corp. et al. C. A. 6th Cir.; 
No. 11–7688. Bey v. North Carolina et al. C. A. 4th Cir.; 
No. 11–7787. Vevea v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir.; and 
No. 11–7999. In re Driver. Motions of petitioners for 

leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied. Petitioners are al­
lowed until February 7, 2012, within which to pay the docketing 
fees required by Rule 38(a) and to submit petitions in compliance 
with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–7890. In re Helton; and 
No. 11–8003. In re Ayala. Petitions for writs of habeas cor­

pus denied. 

No. 11–608. In re Rivera; 
No. 11–7400. In re Bush; and 
No. 11–7419. In re Butler. Petitions for writs of manda­

mus denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–760. Weishuhn v. Catholic Diocese of Lansing 
et al. Ct. App. Mich. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 287 
Mich. App. 211, 787 N. W. 2d 513. 

No. 10–769. Skrzypczak v. Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Tulsa et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 611 F. 3d 1238. 

No. 10–1488. Derry v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 56 So. 3d 774. 

No. 10–8952. Innis v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 10–11180. Neal v. Ford Motor Co. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 10–11209. Mora-Tarula v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 813. 

No. 11–84. Alvis et al. v. Espinosa, Individually and as 
Personal Representative of the Estate of Decedent Sul­
livan, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 598 F. 3d 528. 

No. 11–257. Pantle v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 637 F. 3d 1172. 

No. 11–290. Delacy v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 192 Cal. App. 4th 
1481, 122 Cal. Rptr. 3d 216. 

No. 11–296. Gustin v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 573. 

No. 11–397. York v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 342 S. W. 3d 528. 

No. 11–425. Applebee’s International, Inc. v. Fast et al. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 872. 

No. 11–427. Downey v. Knopick. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 600. 

No. 11–437. Bitzer v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
429 Fed. Appx. 984. 

No. 11–441. Malaterre et al. v. Amerind Risk Manage­
ment Corp. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
633 F. 3d 680. 

No. 11–451. Connecticut v. Lenarz. Sup. Ct. Conn. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 301 Conn. 417, 22 A. 3d 536. 

No. 11–459. Prime Healthcare Services Los Angeles, 
LLC v. Brotman Medical Center, Inc. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 317. 

No. 11–502. Blue Mountain School District et al. v. J. S., 
a Minor, By and Through Her Parents, Snyder et vir, 
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et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 
F. 3d 915. 

No. 11–546. Forsyth County, North Carolina v. Joyner 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 
F. 3d 341. 

No. 11–557. Renzi v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 1012. 

No. 11–558. Lee et al. v. Metropolitan Government of 
Nashville and Davidson County, Tennessee, et al. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 435. 

No. 11–569. Indian River School District et al. v. Doe 
et al., Individually and as Parents and Next Friends of 
Doe et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
653 F. 3d 256. 

No. 11–573. K2 America Corp. v. Roland Oil & Gas, LLC. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 
1024. 

No. 11–576. Tartak del Palacio v. Michael et al. Sup. 
Ct. P. R. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–579. Rigaud v. Broward General Medical Center 
et al. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 65 
So. 3d 516. 

No. 11–585. Brand Technologies, Inc., et al. v. Mavrix 
Photo, Inc. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
647 F. 3d 1218. 

No. 11–587. Glenn v. Valero Energy Corp. et al. Sup. 
Ct. Tex. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–588. Global Santa Fe Drilling Co. et al. v. 
Apache Corp. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 435 Fed. Appx. 322. 

No. 11–590. Engers et al. v. AT&T, Inc., et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 466 Fed. Appx. 75. 

No. 11–592. Petersen Law Firm et al. v. City of Los 
Angeles, California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–593. TI Pneumotive, Inc., aka Thomas Industries 
v. Yasunaga Corp. Ct. App. La., 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–595. Life Partners, Inc., et al. v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 
1026. 

No. 11–618. City of Newkirk, Oklahoma, et al. v. Kay 
Electric Cooperative et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1039. 

No. 11–620. Forsyth Memorial Hospital, Inc., et al. v. 
Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human Services. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 
534. 

No. 11–624. Hegyi v. Washington State Department of 
Transportation. Sup. Ct. Wash. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–631. Wessman et al. v. City of Mankato, Minne­
sota. Ct. App. Minn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–633. Anderson v. JPMorgan Chase & Co. et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. 
Appx. 881. 

No. 11–635. Ujka et al. v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. 
Appx. 960. 

No. 11–665. Hirschąeld v. California et al. Ct. App. 
Cal., 3d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–669. Breeden v. Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corp. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 
3d 43. 

No. 11–707. Ruhaak v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­
nue. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 422 
Fed. Appx. 530. 

No. 11–710. Barczyk v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 488. 

No. 11–712. EchoStar Satellite L. L. C., nka DISH Net­
work, L. L. C., et al. v. NDS Group PLS, nka NDS Group 
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Ltd., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
390 Fed. Appx. 764. 

No. 11–727. Dietz v. United States. C. A. Armed Forces. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 70 M. J. 347. 

No. 11–764. King v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 364 Fed. Appx. 568. 

No. 11–5024. Alcorn v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 393. 

No. 11–5192. Pendleton v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 78. 

No. 11–5241. Lowery v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 3 A. 3d 1169. 

No. 11–5357. Bowens v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Ill. App. 3d 1094, 943 
N. E. 2d 1249. 

No. 11–5382. Turner v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 604. 

No. 11–5525. Taskey v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 787, 941 N. E. 
2d 713. 

No. 11–5738. McClain v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 538. 

No. 11–5858. Bruns v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 555. 

No. 11–5980. Starbala et ux. v. Homecomings Financial 
Network, Inc. App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 125 Conn. App. 901, 10 A. 3d 1109. 

No. 11–6018. Boehm et ux. v. Evans, Chairperson, New 
York State Division of Parole. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 3d 
Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 App. Div. 3d 
1445, 914 N. Y. S. 2d 318. 

No. 11–6095. Gonzales v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 504. 
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No. 11–6314. Lewis v. Wilson et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 153. 

No. 11–6351. Kane v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 175. 

No. 11–6463. Mann v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 254. 

No. 11–6626. Garcia v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 248. 

No. 11–6647. Parks v. United States; and 
No. 11–7068. Blackwell v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 192. 

No. 11–6711. Papadimitriou v. Papadimitriou. Ct. Sp. App. 
Md. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 194 Md. App. 733. 

No. 11–6779. Bernardez v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 209. 

No. 11–6809. Justus v. South Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 392 S. C. 416, 709 S. E. 2d 
668. 

No. 11–6820. Threadgill v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
425 Fed. Appx. 298. 

No. 11–6898. Leventhal v. Schaffer et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 588. 

No. 11–6914. Brown v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 75. 

No. 11–6936. Nunley v. Missouri. Sup. Ct. Mo. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 341 S. W. 3d 611. 

No. 11–6942. Sanchez-Brenez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 388. 

No. 11–7129. Jones v. Kansas. Sup. Ct. Kan. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 292 Kan. 910, 257 P. 3d 268. 
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No. 11–7139. Taylor v. Steele, Warden. Sup. Ct. Mo. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 341 S. W. 3d 634. 

No. 11–7212. Emerson v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7213. Cotto v. Kelly, Attorney General of Penn­
sylvania, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7222. Hayes v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7227. Hense v. Martin et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 83. 

No. 11–7230. Freeman v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 340 S. W. 3d 717. 

No. 11–7235. Nolen v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 24 A. 3d 464. 

No. 11–7242. Moton v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Summit County. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011-Ohio-58. 

No. 11–7244. Verdun v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7246. Guzman v. McQuiggin, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7247. Grifąn v. Kirkpatrick, Superintendent, 
Wende Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7248. Gibbons v. Wolfenbarger, Warden. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7251. Kelley v. Bruzzese et al. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7252. Kunitz v. Clark, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7263. Wood v. Main. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1162 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

January 17, 2012 565 U. S. 

No. 11–7264. Pape v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 
F. 3d 281. 

No. 11–7273. Morris v. New Mexico. Ct. App. N. M. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7276. Perkins v. Quinn et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7277. Perkins v. Rock, Superintendent, Upstate 
Correctional Facility, et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7282. Parker v. Tim Lally Chevrolet. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7287. Shabazz v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7293. Shackleford v. Havner; and 
No. 11–7317. Diaz-Bey v. Havner. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 

denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 229. 

No. 11–7295. Bonham v. United States District Court for 
the District of Arizona. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7297. Strickland v. Gansheimer, Warden. C. A. 
6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7298. Reed v. Rednour, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7301. Lacy v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 472. 

No. 11–7303. Scott v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 452, 257 P. 3d 703. 

No. 11–7309. Zoellick v. Zoellick. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7310. Teters v. Flores. Ct. App. Ariz. Certiorari 
denied. 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



ORDERS 1163 

565 U. S. January 17, 2012 

No. 11–7311. Chan v. Trimble, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 614. 

No. 11–7316. Casey v. Florida Department of Correc­
tions. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7319. Madayag v. Evans, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 354. 

No. 11–7326. Goldwater v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7333. Nails v. Ultimate Business Solutions. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7347. Hall v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 354. 

No. 11–7348. Hannon v. Beard. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 45. 

No. 11–7350. George v. Almager, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 683. 

No. 11–7351. Hillman v. Knab, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7353. Karaąli v. Tilton, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 633. 

No. 11–7357. Kurtzemann v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7358. Greene v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 289. 

No. 11–7363. Hudson v. Michigan Department of Correc­
tions et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7370. Chowdhury v. City of Missoula, Montana. 
Sup. Ct. Mont. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 MT 
140N, 361 Mont. 537, 264 P. 3d 518. 
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No. 11–7373. Reason v. Coursey, Superintendent, East­
ern Oregon Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7378. Cantrell v. McEwen, Acting Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. 
Appx. 698. 

No. 11–7384. Zavala v. Holder, Attorney General, et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. 
Appx. 276. 

No. 11–7388. Flores v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7390. Gonzalez v. Grounds, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7391. Harvey v. Christie, Governor of New Jer­
sey, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
433 Fed. Appx. 73. 

No. 11–7392. Haynes v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7393. Greer v. Nelson, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7394. Hoyer v. Horne, Attorney General of Ari­
zona, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7395. Hollingshead v. Kansas. Ct. App. Kan. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 45 Kan. App. 2d xxxvii, 243 
P. 3d 1113. 

No. 11–7397. Graham v. Padula, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 477. 

No. 11–7398. Biton v. United Airlines et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7402. Hussein v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7403. Haney v. Yaggy, Judge, Superior Court of 
California, San Francisco County, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7404. Hudson v. Department of the Treasury Fi­
nancial Management Service. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7406. Hendricks v. South Carolina Department 
of Probation, Parole and Pardon Services. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7407. Harris v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7408. Grande v. Kelly, Attorney General of 
Pennsylvania, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7409. Fox v. Inserra, Superintendent, Mid-
Orange Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7410. Smith v. Texas Department of Criminal Jus­
tice, Correctional Institutions Division, et al. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 966. 

No. 11–7417. Weaver v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7421. Brewster v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7429. Lindner v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 227 Ariz. 69, 252 P. 3d 1033. 

No. 11–7431. James v. Townsley. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7434. Killian v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7435. Tatum v. McQuiggin, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7436. Thornton v. Price, Warden, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7438. Mitchell v. Rees, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 593. 
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No. 11–7439. Padieu v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 5th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7440. Katai v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7442. Ervin v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 84 So. 3d 1016. 

No. 11–7444. Page v. Rader, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7446. Morley v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7447. Marshall v. Trammell, Warden. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7448. Cornelius v. Shea. App. Ct. Mass. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 1113, 945 N. E. 2d 437. 

No. 11–7449. Megrave v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7450. Clarke v. Lewis et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7451. Ball v. City of Peoria, Arizona, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 481. 

No. 11–7452. Bear v. Fayram, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 1120. 

No. 11–7453. Evans v. Baker, Warden, et al. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 108. 

No. 11–7455. Jones v. Tennis, Superintendent, State Cor­
rectional Institution at Rockview, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7456. Shattuck v. Evans, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7460. Renfro v. Knipp, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7464. Potter v. Smith, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7467. Clarke v. Evans et al. Super. Ct. Fulton 
County, Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7468. Davis v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7470. Elcock v. Whitecotton et al. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 541. 

No. 11–7475. Murillo v. Penaloza. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7484. Jones-El v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­
ferson City Correctional Center, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7521. Tyler v. Arellano, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 
681. 

No. 11–7541. Medicine Blanket v. Brill, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. 
Appx. 751. 

No. 11–7549. Valot v. Lattimore, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7564. Oliver v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7566. Sky v. Marshall, Superintendent, Hiland 
Mountain Correctional Center. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7584. Battle v. Port Alliance Federal Credit 
Union. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7591. Knight v. Johnson. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7599. Trevino v. Gutierrez, Warden, et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 327. 

No. 11–7629. Singleton v. Eagleton, Warden. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 228. 
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No. 11–7630. Senty-Haugen v. Jesson, Commissioner, Min­
nesota Department of Human Services. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7641. Rivers v. Bickell, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7648. Stevenson v. New York Department of Cor­
rectional Services. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7660. McGlohon v. Campbell University, Inc. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7672. Wilkerson v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 65 So. 3d 585. 

No. 11–7683. Postell v. Bodison, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 833. 

No. 11–7703. Askin v. West Virginia. Sup. Ct. App. W. Va. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7729. Jimenez-Torres v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7732. Richardson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 37. 

No. 11–7736. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7739. Royal v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 794. 

No. 11–7740. Assi v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 570. 

No. 11–7742. Arnaut v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 Mass. App. 906, 940 N. E. 
2d 1232. 

No. 11–7746. Gloria v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–7747. Hall v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 617. 
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No. 11–7748. Hicks v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 334. 

No. 11–7749. Houff v. Coursey, Superintendent, Eastern 
Oregon Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 590. 

No. 11–7751. Flores v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7752. Hocker v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 398. 

No. 11–7753. Gasaway v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 428. 

No. 11–7757. Capshaw v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 738. 

No. 11–7759. Washington v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 624. 

No. 11–7761. Jennings v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 670. 

No. 11–7762. Langford v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1309. 

No. 11–7764. Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 608. 

No. 11–7769. King v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 115. 

No. 11–7772. Serrano Domenech v. United States; and 
No. 11–7773. Serrano Domenech v. United States. C. A. 

6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 392. 

No. 11–7779. Scott v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 772. 

No. 11–7780. Steward v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 974. 

No. 11–7785. Cruz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 591. 
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No. 11–7786. Walker v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 160. 

No. 11–7788. Valenzuela v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–7791. Landa-Ordaz v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 430. 

No. 11–7793. Van v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 423. 

No. 11–7796. Buie v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 173. 

No. 11–7798. Reyes v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7802. Salazar v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 400. 

No. 11–7803. Simmons v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 653. 

No. 11–7808. Hampton v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 583. 

No. 11–7809. Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 426. 

No. 11–7810. Grifąn v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 793. 

No. 11–7813. Hedrich v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7814. Galvan-Magana, aka Sandoval v. United 
States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 
Fed. Appx. 689. 

No. 11–7818. Gibbs v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 180. 

No. 11–7819. Garcia-Fierro v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 305. 

No. 11–7820. Guerra v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 888. 
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No. 11–7823. Ford v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 652. 

No. 11–7825. Mack v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 24 A. 3d 664. 

No. 11–7828. Frazier v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 730. 

No. 11–7835. Pizzolato v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 403. 

No. 11–7836. Negrete-Enriquez v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7837. Nunnery v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 240. 

No. 11–7839. Garcia-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 25. 

No. 11–7840. Hinds v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 832. 

No. 11–7842. Chi Cuong Hoang v. United States. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 220. 

No. 11–7843. Green v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 199. 

No. 11–7844. Dominguez Gutierrez v. United States. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. 
Appx. 151. 

No. 11–7846. Sabater v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 68. 

No. 11–7850. Moran-Martinez v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7856. Bradshaw v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 176. 

No. 11–7860. Hersom v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 77. 
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No. 11–7861. Cavazos Carreon, aka Carreon Cavazos v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 441 Fed. Appx. 269. 

No. 11–7862. Shevgert v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 373 Fed. Appx. 915. 

No. 11–7864. Roulhac v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 325. 

No. 11–7866. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 613. 

No. 11–7871. Goodyke v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 869. 

No. 11–7873. Girard v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 894. 

No. 11–7894. Gaytan v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 573. 

No. 11–7896. Leonardo-Doroteo v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 237. 

No. 11–7897. Munir v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 672. 

No. 11–7898. Perez-Rodriguez v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7899. Vargas-Mendoza v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 588. 

No. 11–7905. Guzman Pinales v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 243. 

No. 11–7906. Martinez v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 342. 

No. 11–7907. Makwana v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 671. 

No. 11–7909. Abarca v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–7912. Moss v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 632. 
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No. 11–7913. Wade v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7915. Trought v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 379 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 11–7919. Webb v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 1238. 

No. 11–7924. Jordan v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 18 A. 3d 703. 

No. 11–7934. McCall v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 432. 

No. 11–7935. Musso v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 566. 

No. 11–7937. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 857. 

No. 11–7941. James v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 863. 

No. 11–7954. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 370 Fed. Appx. 8. 

No. 11–48. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylvania Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. v. Kindler. C. A. 3d Cir. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion and this petition. Re­
ported below: 642 F. 3d 398. 

No. 11–381. Standard Investment Chartered, Inc., on 
Behalf of Itself and All Others Similarly Situated v. 
National Association of Securities Dealers, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no 
part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 637 F. 3d 112. 

No. 11–461. Kowalski v. Berkeley County Schools et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Motions of Marion B. Bechner First Amendment 
Project, the Alliance Defense Fund et al., and The Rutherford 
Institute for leave to file briefs as amici curiae granted. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 565. 
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No. 11–484. Martin v. Howard University et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Motion of the National Organization for Women 
Foundation for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–560. Leger, Warden, Louisiana Correctional In­
stitute for Women v. Lacaze. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of re­
spondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 728. 

No. 11–6240. McNealy v. Middlebrooks, Warden. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in 
the consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6479. Nichols v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 355. 

No. 11–7715. Bullard v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 440 Fed. 
Appx. 81. 

No. 11–7737. Park v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 1175. 

No. 11–7845. Hill v. Cross, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–8527. Addison v. New Hampshire, 563 U. S. 991; 
No. 10–11262. Fowler v. Geithner, Secretary of the 

Treasury, ante, p. 1058; 
No. 11–315. Yoonessi v. Ratajczak et al., ante, p. 1035; 
No. 11–362. Lewicki et al. v. Washington County, Penn­

sylvania, et al., ante, p. 1060; 
No. 11–5025. Arnold v. Mallon et al., ante, p. 886; 
No. 11–5915. Rabb v. Georgia Paciąc, LLC, et al., ante, 

p. 966; 
No. 11–5943. Norington v. Butts, Superintendent, Pen­

dleton Correctional Facility, ante, p. 981; 
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No. 11–5979. Sanchez v. Suffolk County Probation De­
partment, ante, p. 967; 

No. 11–6104. Kalfountzos v. City of Sacramento, Cali­
fornia, et al., ante, p. 984; 

No. 11–6185. Manigaulte v. C. W. Post of Long Island 
University, ante, p. 986; 

No. 11–6218. Lawson v. Sword et al., ante, p. 1016; 
No. 11–6231. Williams v. City of Natchitoches, Louisi­

ana, et al., ante, p. 1037; 
No. 11–6259. Christmas v. Illinois, ante, p. 987; 
No. 11–6289. Mugan v. United States, ante, p. 958; 
No. 11–6441. Clemons v. Monroe, Assistant Warden, 

et al., ante, p. 1064; 
No. 11–6465. Amr v. Moore et al., ante, p. 989; 
No. 11–6489. Gore v. Florida, ante, p. 1065; 
No. 11–6554. Derringer v. Baxter et al., ante, p. 1041; 
No. 11–6613. Rivera v. United States, ante, p. 1018; and 
No. 11–6714. Escareno v. Evans, Warden, ante, p. 1068. 

Petitions for rehearing denied. 

No. 10–10875. Williams v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security, ante, p. 932. Motion for leave to file petition 
for rehearing denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion. 

No. 11–6532. In re Ruiz Rivera, ante, p. 1033; and 
No. 11–6692. Beverly v. United States, ante, p. 1030. Peti­

tions for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of these petitions. 

No. 11–6576. Ligons v. King, Warden, ante, p. 992. Motion 
for leave to file petition for rehearing denied. 

January 20, 2012 

Miscellaneous Order 
No. 11A674. Tennant, Secretary of State of West Vir­

ginia, et al. v. Jefferson County Commission et al. Appli­
cation for stay, presented to The Chief Justice, and by him 
referred to the Court, granted, and it is ordered that the judg­
ment of the United States District Court for the Southern Dis­
trict of West Virginia, case No. 2:11–cv–0989, entered January 3, 
2012, and amended January 4, 2012, is stayed pending the timely 
filing and disposition of an appeal to this Court. 
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January 23, 2012 

Certiorari Granted—Reversed and Remanded. (See No. 11–208, 
ante, p. 469.) 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M60. Tessera, Inc. v. ITC et al.; and 
No. 11M61. Smith et vir v. ABN AMRO Mortgage Group, 

Inc., et al. Motions for leave to file petitions for writs of certio­
rari under seal with redacted copies for the public record granted. 

No. 11M62. Day v. United States. Motion to direct the 
Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 10–1042. Freeman et al. v. Quicken Loans, Inc. C. A. 
5th Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 941.] Motion of the Solici­
tor General for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus 
curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–199. Vasquez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
[Certiorari granted, ante, p. 1057.] Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed further herein in forma pauperis granted. 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, pp. 1033 and 1034.] Motion of Freedom Watch for leave to 
participate in oral argument as amicus curiae and for divided 
argument denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this motion. 

No. 11–6521. Abulkhair v. Toskos et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1051] denied. 

No. 11–6645. Joelson v. Department of Justice et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order 
denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1052] denied. 

No. 11–7750. Gena v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir.; and 
No. 11–7910. Berrettini v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 

Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied. Petitioners are allowed until February 13, 2012, within 
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which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to 
submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of 
this Court. 

No. 11–8047. In re Royster; and 
No. 11–8103. In re Balzarotti. Petitions for writs of ha­

beas corpus denied. 

No. 11–7532. In re Bourn. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–1144. Republica Bolivariana de Venezuela et al. 
v. DRFP L. L. C., dba Skye Ventures. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 622 F. 3d 513. 

No. 10–1417. Fein, Such, Kahn & Shepard, P. C. v. Allen. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 629 F. 3d 364. 

No. 10–9599. Chavez-Jimenez v. Premo, Superintendent, 
Oregon State Penitentiary. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 10–9792. Ramadan v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 390 Fed. Appx. 261. 

No. 10–11038. Burns v. Commissioner of Revenue of Min­
nesota. Sup. Ct. Minn. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
787 N. W. 2d 164. 

No. 11–179. O’Rourke, Individually and on Behalf of 
All Others Similarly Situated v. Palisades Acquisition, 
XVI, LLC, et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 635 F. 3d 938. 

No. 11–342. Karantsalis v. Department of Justice et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 
497. 

No. 11–360. Christo v. United States; and 
No. 11–6506. Christo v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­

tiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 375. 

No. 11–445. Farmers Insurance Company of Oregon 
et al. v. Strawn. Sup. Ct. Ore. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 350 Ore. 336, 258 P. 3d 1199. 
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No. 11–481. DISH Network Corp. et al. v. Federal Com­
munications Commission et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 771. 

No. 11–482. Valdez-Bernal v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 
Fed. Appx. 704. 

No. 11–483. Pullos v. Alliance Laundry Systems, LLC. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. 
Appx. 663. 

No. 11–511. Catholic Answers, Inc., et al. v. United 
States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 
Fed. Appx. 640. 

No. 11–532. General Motors Corp. v. Michigan Depart­
ment of Treasury. Ct. App. Mich. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 290 Mich. App. 355, 803 N. W. 2d 698. 

No. 11–605. Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc., et al. v. 
First Quality Baby Products, LLC, et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 884. 

No. 11–607. Chadda et al. v. Mullins. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 192. 

No. 11–609. Amini v. City of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 
1068. 

No. 11–615. California Grocers Assn. v. City of Los 
Angeles, California, et al. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 177, 254 P. 3d 1019. 

No. 11–619. Flint v. New York Stock Exchange et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–621. Howard et al. v. Criminal Information Serv­
ices, Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 654 F. 3d 887. 

No. 11–625. Hogenson R&R Investors v. A. F. T. E. R., 
Inc., et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 434 Fed. Appx. 907. 
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No. 11–628. Susko, dba Rosemont Manor v. City of Weir-
ton, West Virginia, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 805. 

No. 11–636. Wiltz et al. v. Bayer CropScience, LP, et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 690. 

No. 11–637. Schellenberg et al. v. Township of Bingham, 
Michigan, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 436 Fed. Appx. 587. 

No. 11–638. Rues v. Denney, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 618. 

No. 11–639. Smith v. T. D. Ameritrade, Inc., et al. Ct. 
App. N. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 212 N. C. App. 
235, 713 S. E. 2d 250. 

No. 11–650. Bagley v. Bagley, nka Bagley-Barnett. Ct. 
App. Ohio, Greene County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
2011-Ohio-1272. 

No. 11–655. Texas Entertainment Assn. et al. v. Combs, 
Comptroller of Public Accounts, et al. Sup. Ct. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 347 S. W. 3d 277. 

No. 11–656. Barber et al. v. Paychex, Inc., et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 
841. 

No. 11–658. HCR ManorCare, Inc., et al. v. Zouhary, 
Judge, United States District Court for the Northern 
District of Ohio. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–668. Wythe II Corp. v. Stone, dba Stone & Stone. 
Ct. App. Tex., 9th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 342 
S. W. 3d 96. 

No. 11–676. Sitanggang v. Countrywide Home Loans, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
419 Fed. Appx. 756. 

No. 11–726. Sutherland et ux. v. Massa et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 653. 

No. 11–787. Hicks et al. v. Dairyland Insurance Co. 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 
Fed. Appx. 463. 
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No. 11–6477. Collins v. Ledezma, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 400 Fed. Appx. 375. 

No. 11–6533. Schleiger v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Preble 
County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7480. DeBlois v. Hershberger, Warden, et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. 
Appx. 186. 

No. 11–7481. Kempf v. Hansen. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 660. 

No. 11–7486. Davis v. Georgia. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 14. 

No. 11–7488. Mimms v. Four Unknown Ofącers et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7489. Palmer v. Jeffreys, Warden. Ct. App. Ohio, 
Ross County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7490. McDonald v. Javois, Chief Executive Ofą­
cer, Missouri Department of Mental Health, et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7497. Warren v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7499. Palmer v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7503. Beauchamp v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7504. Durbin v. Province, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 785. 

No. 11–7506. Famalaro v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 1, 253 P. 3d 1185. 

No. 11–7509. Franklin v. Knowles, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 777. 

No. 11–7513. Stanley v. Mason et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7514. Sanders v. Midland Funding LLC. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 865. 

No. 11–7525. Lewis v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7529. Meeks v. Artus, Superintendent, Clinton 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7531. Brown v. Civigenics et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 370. 

No. 11–7540. Barker v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 998 A. 2d 1028. 

No. 11–7542. Knight v. Mitchem, Warden, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7543. Polk v. Superior Court of California, 
County of Contra Costa, et al. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7555. Wilson v. Ollison, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7565. Roberson v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Lorain 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011-Ohio-988. 

No. 11–7597. McKinnon v. LaValley, Superintendent, 
Great Meadow Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 69. 

No. 11–7602. Smith v. Metrish, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 554. 

No. 11–7607. Anderson v. Prelesnik, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7616. Roque v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7620. Thornton v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7622. Melkonian v. Astrue, Commissioner of So­
cial Security, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 418 Fed. Appx. 610. 

No. 11–7638. Anderson v. Trombley, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 469. 

No. 11–7679. Lawson v. McKee, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7685. Willis v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7694. Casbar v. Birkett, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7704. Waters v. Jackson et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 415 Fed. Appx. 509. 

No. 11–7710. Kershaw v. Evans, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 996. 

No. 11–7734. Trimble v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7745. Gates v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7755. Collins v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7760. Parra v. McDaniel, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7778. Royal v. Durison. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7790. Salva Mercado v. Cox, Director, Nevada De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7859. Mann v. Stansberry, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 1000. 

No. 11–7870. Head v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 22 A. 3d 823. 
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No. 11–7872. Grifąn v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7874. Hatcher v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7877. Gherman v. Ryan, Director, Arizona De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7918. Monroe v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 644. 

No. 11–7929. Alwali v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 886. 

No. 11–7930. Tuan Bui v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7940. Jones v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7943. Lindsey v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7945. Chapel v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 555. 

No. 11–7951. Quintanilla-Gonzalez v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. 
Appx. 612. 

No. 11–7953. Tucker v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 355. 

No. 11–7956. Webb v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 506. 

No. 11–7963. Torres v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7967. Lowe v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 504. 

No. 11–7968. Jordan v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7969. Chavez-Betancourt v. United States. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 553. 

No. 11–7971. McGinley v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 642. 

No. 11–7973. Sarr v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 178. 

No. 11–7974. Stephen v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 824. 

No. 11–7977. Rodebaugh v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7983. Oxenham v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7987. Hall v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7989. Hernandez-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 592. 

No. 11–7990. Guzman-Najera v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 391. 

No. 11–7991. Grigg v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 530. 

No. 11–7992. Gaytan-Estrada v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 241. 

No. 11–7993. Gonzalez-Gallegos v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 811. 

No. 11–7998. Williams v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8000. Kendrick v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 732. 

No. 11–8013. Clark v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 578. 

No. 11–8018. Joos v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 638 F. 3d 581. 
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No. 11–8024. Valdez-Acosta, aka Mancilla, aka Lira v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 442 Fed. Appx. 155. 

No. 11–8025. Brooks v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–492. Law Ofąces of Mitchell N. Kay, PC v. 
Lesher. C. A. 3d Cir. Motions of Commercial Law League of 
America, ACA International, and National Association of Retail 
Collection Attorneys for leave to file briefs as amici curiae 
granted. Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 
3d 993. 

No. 11–627. Alabama v. Lane. Sup. Ct. Ala. Motion of re­
spondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 80 So. 3d 303. 

No. 11–630. T. A. v. Forest Grove School District. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 638 
F. 3d 1234. 

No. 11–640. Alford v. Consolidated Government of Co­
lumbus, Georgia, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Motion of respond­
ents for sanctions denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
438 Fed. Appx. 837. 

No. 11–672. Bobby, Warden v. D’Ambrosio. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 379. 

No. 11–7574. Dufour v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Motion of 
American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disabili­
ties for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 69 So. 3d 235. 

No. 11–7949. Brown v. Fisher, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–10536. Walker v. Honyaouma, ante, p. 1057; 
No. 10–10755. Forney v. Florida, ante, p. 848; 
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No. 10–11292. Parrish v. Nevada, ante, p. 877;
 
No. 11–373. Smith et ux. v. Regions Bank et al., ante,
 

p. 1060; 
No. 11–374. Smith et ux. v. Atlantic Southern Bank et 

al. (three judgments), ante, p. 1060; 
No. 11–519. Conwill v. Mississippi, ante, p. 1080; 
No. 11–5058. Mitchell v. Dallas Housing Authority, ante, 

p. 1062; 
No. 11–6062. Carey v. Roy, Commissioner, Minnesota De­

partment of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 983; 
No. 11–6170. Hallford v. Mendez et al., ante, p. 986; 
No. 11–6478. Cedrins v. Executive Committee of the 

United States District Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois, ante, p. 1041; 

No. 11–6531. Cedrins v. United States Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, ante, p. 1041; 

No. 11–6678. Concepcion v. Federal Bureau of Investi­
gation et al., ante, p. 1067; 

No. 11–6788. In re Decker-Wegener, ante, p. 1092; and 
No. 11–6813. Abulkhair v. New Century Financial Serv­

ices, Inc., ante, p. 1068. Petitions for rehearing denied. 

No. 11–5474. Magassouba v. United States, ante, p. 935. 
Motion for leave to file petition for rehearing denied. Justice 
Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
motion. 

No. 11–5587. Drewry v. Maine, ante, p. 915; and 
No. 11–5824. Powell v. United States, ante, p. 922. Mo­

tions for leave to file petitions for rehearing denied. 

January 26, 2012 

Certiorari Denied 
No. 11–8471 (11A698). Hernandez v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. 

Tex. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, pre­
sented to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the Court, 
denied. Certiorari denied. 

February 8, 2012 

Miscellaneous Order 
No. 11A691. Kasich, Governor of Ohio, et al. v. Lorraine. 

Application to vacate the stay of execution of sentence of death 
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entered by the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Ohio on January 11, 2012, presented to Justice 
Kagan, and by her referred to the Court, denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–8610 (11A734). Turner v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. 
Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented 
to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8705 (11A758). Turner v. Epps, Commissioner, Mis­
sissippi Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented 
to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 460 Fed. Appx. 322. 

February 14, 2012 

Dismissal Under Rule 46 

No. 10–1032. Magner et al. v. Gallagher et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 1013.] Writ of certiorari 
dismissed under this Court’s Rule 46.1 

February 15, 2012 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–8714 (11A761). Waterhouse v. Florida. Sup. Ct. 
Fla. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, pre­
sented to Justice Thomas, and by him referred to the Court, 
denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 82 So. 3d 84. 

No. 11–8860 (11A785). Waterhouse v. Tucker, Secretary, 
Florida Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented 
to Justice Thomas, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. 

February 17, 2012 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11A762. American Tradition Partnership, Inc., fka 
Western Tradition Partnership, Inc., et al. v. Bullock, 
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Attorney General of Montana, et al. Application for stay, 
presented to Justice Kennedy, and by him referred to the 
Court, granted, and the Montana Supreme Court’s December 30, 
2011, decision in case No. DA 11–0081 is stayed pending the timely 
filing and disposition of a petition for writ of certiorari. Should 
the petition for writ of certiorari be denied, this stay shall termi­
nate automatically. In the event the petition for writ of certio­
rari is granted, the stay shall terminate upon the issuance of the 
mandate of this Court. 

Statement of Justice Ginsburg, with whom Justice Breyer 
joins, respecting the grant of the application for stay. 

Montana’s experience, and experience elsewhere since this 
Court’s decision in Citizens United v. Federal Election Comm’n, 
558 U. S. 310 (2010), make it exceedingly difficult to maintain that 
independent expenditures by corporations “do not give rise to 
corruption or the appearance of corruption.” Id., at 357. A peti­
tion for certiorari will give the Court an opportunity to consider 
whether, in light of the huge sums currently deployed to buy 
candidates’ allegiance, Citizens United should continue to hold 
sway. Because lower courts are bound to follow this Court’s deci­
sions until they are withdrawn or modified, however, Rodriguez 
de Quijas v. Shearson/American Express, Inc., 490 U. S. 477, 484 
(1989), I vote to grant the stay. 

No. 10–1320. Blueford v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. [Cer­
tiorari granted, ante, p. 941.] Motion of Michigan et al. for leave 
to participate in oral argument as amici curiae and for divided 
argument denied. 

No. 10–1491. Kiobel, Individually and on Behalf of Her 
Late Husband Kiobel, et al. v. Royal Dutch Petroleum 
Co. et al. C. A. 2d Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 962.] Mo­
tion of the Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argu­
ment as amicus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 10–9995. Wood v. Milyard, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. [Certiorari granted, 564 U. S. 1066.] Motion of the Solicitor 
General for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus cu­
riae and for divided argument granted. 

No. 11–88. Mohamad, Individually and for the Estate 
of Rahim, Deceased, et al. v. Palestinian Authority et al. 
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C. A. D. C. Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 962.] Motion of the 
Solicitor General for leave to participate in oral argument as ami­
cus curiae and for divided argument granted. 

February 21, 2012 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded. (See also No. 11– 
38, ante, p. 520; and Nos. 11–391 and 11–394, ante, p. 530.) 

No. 10–7515. Pineda-Moreno v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of United States v. 
Jones, ante, p. 400. Reported below: 591 F. 3d 1212. 

No. 10–8097. Gagnon v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Re­
ported below: 621 F. 3d 30; 

No. 10–8532. DiTomasso v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Reported below: 621 F. 3d 17; 

No. 10–9385. Curry v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Re­
ported below: 627 F. 3d 312; 

No. 10–10721. Fuller v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Re­
ported below: 627 F. 3d 499; 

No. 11–6241. Mefford v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Reported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 586; and 

No. 11–6500. Lucas v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Re­
ported below: 419 Fed. Appx. 690. Motions of petitioners for 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. Certiorari granted, 
judgments vacated, and cases remanded for further consideration 
in light of Reynolds v. United States, ante, p. 432. 

No. 11–93. Cuevas-Perez v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded for fur­
ther consideration in light of United States v. Jones, ante, p. 400. 
Reported below: 640 F. 3d 272. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–7605. Oparaji v. NE Auto-Marine Terminal et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 190. 

No. 11–7632. Tate v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al.; and Tate v. Davis et al. C. A. 
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11th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma 
pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–7633. Perry v. University of Alabama at Bir­
mingham. C. A. 11th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to pro­
ceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See 
this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 488. 

No. 11–7665. Flores v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari before judgment dis­
missed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7690. Blackwell v. United States District Court 
for the Central District of California. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7702. Abulkhair v. Prudential et al. Super. Ct. 
N. J., App. Div. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in 
forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. As petitioner has repeatedly abused this 
Court’s process, the Clerk is directed not to accept any further 
petitions in noncriminal matters from petitioner unless the dock­
eting fee required by Rule 38(a) is paid and the petition is sub­
mitted in compliance with Rule 33.1. See Martin v. District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–7770. Robertson v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–7801. Maxwell v. Talley et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported 
below: 419 Fed. Appx. 697. 

No. 11–7883. Jarvis v. Chasanow, Chief Judge, United 
States District Court for the District of Maryland, 
et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 406. 

No. 11–7887. Hung Ha v. New York City Housing Author­
ity et al. C. A. 9th Cir.; and 
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No. 11–7888. Hung Ha v. Tseng et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tions of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As peti­
tioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is 
directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–7957. Richardson v. Louisiana. Sup. Ct. La. Mo­
tion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, 
and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As peti­
tioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk is 
directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 2010–2805 (La. 
9/23/11), 70 So. 3d 805. 

No. 11–8014. Campbell v. Gersten, Judge, District Court 
of Appeal of Florida, Third District, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
Reported below: 394 Fed. Appx. 654. 

No. 11–8237. Blackmer v. Department of Justice. C. A. 
1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 
39.8. 

No. 11–8294. Elliott v. Apker, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion and this petition. 
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No. 11–8426. Dennis v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M63. Plitt v. Yates, Warden; 
No. 11M64. Williams v. Delia; 
No. 11M69. Levy v. Cohen, Chairman, Board of Regents 

of State of New York, et al.; 
No. 11M73. Council et ux. v. New York City Social Serv­

ice et al.; 
No. 11M74. Haziz v. Holder, Attorney General; and 
No. 11M75. Tracy v. Freshwater et al. Motions to direct 

the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 11M65. Lahrichi v. Lumera Corp. et al. Motion for 
leave to file petition for writ of certiorari with the supplemental 
appendix under seal denied without prejudice to filing a renewed 
motion together with either a redacted supplemental appendix or 
an explanation as to why the supplemental appendix may not be 
redacted within 30 days. 

No. 11M66. M. H. v. United States. Motion for leave to file 
petition for writ of certiorari with the supplemental appendix 
under seal granted. 

No. 11M67. Latif v. Obama, President of the United 
States, et al. Motion for leave to file petition for writ of certio­
rari under seal granted. 

No. 11M68. Norwood v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. Motion for leave to proceed as a veteran denied. 

No. 11M70. Worth v. Malanca. Motion for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis with declaration of indigency under seal 
denied. 

No. 11M71. Waggoner v. Kline et al.; and 
No. 11M72. Waggoner v. Gowdy et al. Motions to direct 

the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of time under 
this Court’s Rule 14.5 denied. 

No. 126, Orig. Kansas v. Nebraska et al. Motion of the 
Special Master for allowance of fees and disbursements granted, 
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and the Special Master is awarded a total of $70,884.97 for the 
period April 4 through December 31, 2011, to be allocated among 
the States as follows: Kansas $28,353.99; Nebraska $28,353.99; and 
Colorado $14,176.99. [For earlier order herein, see, e. g., 563 
U. S. 915.] 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; 

No. 11–398. Department of Health and Human Services 
et al. v. Florida et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, pp. 1033 and 1034.] Upon consideration of motions pertain­
ing to allocation of oral argument time, the following allocation 
of oral argument time is adopted. On the Anti-Injunction Act 
issue (No. 11–398), the Court-appointed amicus curiae is allotted 
40 minutes, the Solicitor General is allotted 30 minutes, and re­
spondents are allotted 20 minutes. On the minimum coverage 
provision issue (No. 11–398), the Solicitor General is allotted 60 
minutes, respondents Florida et al. are allotted 30 minutes, and 
respondents National Federation of Independent Business et al. 
are allotted 30 minutes. On the severability issue (Nos. 11–393 
and 11–400), petitioners are allotted 30 minutes, the Solicitor Gen­
eral is allotted 30 minutes, and the Court-appointed amicus cu­
riae is allotted 30 minutes. On the Medicaid issue (No. 11–400), 
petitioners are allotted 30 minutes, and the Solicitor General is 
allotted 30 minutes. 

No. 11–394. Clarksburg Nursing Home & Rehabilitation 
Center, LLC, dba Clarksburg Continuous Care Center, 
et al. v. Marchio, Executrix of the Estate of Willett, 
ante, p. 530. Motions of American Health Care Association, 
Beverly Enterprises-West Virginia, Inc., et al., and Seventeenth 
Street Associates LLC for leave to file briefs as amici curiae 
granted. 

No. 11–431. Rubin v. Islamic Republic of Iran et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. The Solicitor General is invited to file a brief in 
this case expressing the views of the United States. Justice 
Scalia and Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. 
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No. 11–556. Vance v. Ball State University et al. C. A. 
7th Cir. The Solicitor General is invited to file a brief in this 
case expressing the views of the United States. 

No. 11–6460. Washington et vir v. Louisiana et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Motion of petitioners for reconsideration of order deny­
ing leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted, and the order 
entered November 28, 2011, [ante, p. 1056] is vacated. 

No. 11–6617. Butler v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration 
of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, 
p. 1051] denied. 

No. 11–6648. Zabriskie v. 7–11, Inc., et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1077] denied. 

No. 11–6706. Downs v. Uribe, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1077] denied. 

No. 11–6814. Abulkhair v. Banks. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying 
leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1090] denied. 

No. 11–7091. In re Mierzwa. Motion of petitioner for recon­
sideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
[ante, p. 1109] denied. 

No. 11–7185. Fairey v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir.; 

No. 11–7878. Thomas v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist.; 
No. 11–7921. Paul v. South Carolina Department of 

Transportation et al.; and Paul v. Buckles et al. Ct. 
App. S. C.; 

No. 11–7975. Savarirayan v. White County Community 
Hospital et al. C. A. 6th Cir.; 

No. 11–8161. Ray v. Nash et al. C. A. 5th Cir.; 
No. 11–8242. Robinson v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 

C. A. 4th Cir.; and 
No. 11–8430. Wright v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Mo­

tions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied. 
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Petitioners are allowed until March 13, 2012, within which to pay 
the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to submit petitions 
in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–7857. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner to expedite consideration of petition for writ 
of certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8160. In re Brown; 
No. 11–8187. In re Atherton; 
No. 11–8225. In re Tabatabaee; 
No. 11–8230. In re Singleton; 
No. 11–8517. In re Ostrander; and 
No. 11–8553. In re Bourgeois. Petitions for writs of habeas 

corpus denied. 

No. 11–695. In re Pearl; 
No. 11–896. In re Marcum LLP; 
No. 11–7994. In re Shrader; and 
No. 11–8071. In re Baugus. Petitions for writs of manda­

mus denied. 

No. 11–781. In re Gover. Petition for writ of mandamus de­
nied. The Chief Justice took no part in the consideration or 
decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7713. In re Brown. Petition for writ of mandamus 
and/or prohibition denied. 

No. 11–733. In re Haagensen. Petition for writ of prohibi­
tion denied. 

Certiorari Granted 
No. 11–345. Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin 

et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari granted. Justice Kagan 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Re­
ported below: 631 F. 3d 213. 

No. 11–626. Lozman v. City of Riviera Beach, Florida. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Motion of Maritime Law Association of the 
United States for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. 
Certiorari granted. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 1259. 

Certiorari Denied 
No. 11–278. Cannella v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st 

Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 61 So. 3d 1115. 
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No. 11–297. Baumann v. Finish Line, Inc. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 632. 

No. 11–311. E. R. G. et al. v. E. H. G. et al. Sup. Ct. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 73 So. 3d 634. 

No. 11–430. Bogan v. City of Chicago, Illinois, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 563. 

No. 11–491. Florida v. Isaac. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 911 So. 2d 813. 

No. 11–529. Donahee v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–539. Peninsula School District et al. v. Payne, 
Individually and as Guardian on Behalf of D. P., a Minor 
Child. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 
F. 3d 863. 

No. 11–543. Phillis v. Harrisburg School District et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 118. 

No. 11–548. Sun Tours, Inc., dba Hobbit Travel, et al. v. 
Italia Foods, Inc. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 2011 IL 110350, 986 N. E. 2d 55. 

No. 11–549. Hynix Semiconductor Inc. et al. v. Rambus 
Inc. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 
F. 3d 1336. 

No. 11–562. Stern v. Stern. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 449. 

No. 11–566. Martinez v. Caldwell, Attorney General of 
Louisiana, et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 644 F. 3d 238. 

No. 11–570. Blue Gordon, C. V. v. Quicksilver Jet Sales, 
Inc. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 
Fed. Appx. 1. 

No. 11–577. Covell et ux., Plenary Guardians of Covell 
v. Bell Sports, Inc., et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 651 F. 3d 357. 
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No. 11–584. Eastman Chemical Co. v. Wellman, Inc. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 
1355. 

No. 11–596. Janssen Biotech, Inc., fka Centocor Ortho 
Biotech, Inc., et al. v. Abbott Laboratories et al. C. A. 
Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1341. 

No. 11–598. Dellinger v. Science Applications Interna­
tional Corp. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 649 F. 3d 226. 

No. 11–600. Moncier v. Board of Professional Responsi­
bility of the Supreme Court of Tennessee (three judg­
ments). Sup. Ct. Tenn. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–610. Williams v. Sandel et al.; and 
No. 11–736. Sandel et al. v. Williams. C. A. 6th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 353. 

No. 11–616. City of St. Louis, Missouri, et al. v. Neigh­
borhood Enterprises, Inc., et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 728. 

No. 11–642. Nelson v. Village of Lisle, Illinois, et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. 
Appx. 490. 

No. 11–643. Doe v. Megless et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 404. 

No. 11–646. Leeper v. Cooper. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–647. Wells Fargo Bank, Minnesota, N. A., et al. 
v. Kentucky Department of Revenue, Finance and Ad­
ministration Cabinet, fka Revenue Cabinet. Sup. Ct. Ky. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 345 S. W. 3d 800. 

No. 11–651. Reniff, Sheriff, Butte County, California v. 
Hrdlicka et al.; and 

No. 11–653. McGinness, Sheriff, Sacramento County, 
California v. Crime, Justice & America, Inc., et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 1044. 
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No. 11–654. Nantes et al. v. New London County Mutual 
Insurance Co. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 517. 

No. 11–661. Mai-Trang Thi Nguyen v. Workers’ Compen­
sation Appeals Board et al. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–664. Fulton v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–666. Policastro v. TenaĆy Board of Education 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 
Fed. Appx. 153. 

No. 11–671. Shimshi v. Selph. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–675. J. C. v. A. C. et al. Super. Ct. Pa. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–682. Goecks v. Pedley. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 505. 

No. 11–687. Callahan v. 515 DC, LLC, et al. Ct. App. 
D. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 24 A. 3d 665. 

No. 11–688. Crowley v. United States et al. C. A. Fed. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1370. 

No. 11–689. Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fish­
eries et al. v. Fulmer. Sup. Ct. La. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 2010–2779 (La. 7/1/11), 68 So. 3d 499. 

No. 11–699. Lowry et al. v. North Carolina. Ct. App. 
N. C. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 211 N. C. App. 198, 
711 S. E. 2d 876. 

No. 11–701. Gustafson v. Estate of Poitra et al. Sup. 
Ct. N. D. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 ND 150, 800 
N. W. 2d 842. 

No. 11–703. Crowley v. Pinebrook, Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 232. 
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No. 11–706. Curry, dba Interstate News & Tobacco v. 
City of Richmond, Kentucky. Ct. App. Ky. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–709. Kline v. Kline. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 676. 

No. 11–720. Diana v. Oliphant et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 76. 

No. 11–722. Britton, Administrator of the Estate of 
Brennan v. Church of Scientology Flag Service Orga­
nization, Inc. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 645 F. 3d 1267. 

No. 11–723. Arnold v. City of Columbus, Georgia, et al. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. 
Appx. 892. 

No. 11–724. Bates v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–728. Aerolease of America, Inc. v. Vreeland, Ad­
ministrator ad Litem for the Estate of Martinez et al. 
Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 71 So. 3d 70. 

No. 11–729. Ute Mountain Ute Tribe v. Padilla, Secre­
tary, New Mexico Taxation and Revenue Department. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 
1177. 

No. 11–731. Coscia, Administratrix of the Estate of Cos­
cia v. Town of Pembroke, Massachusetts, et al. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 37. 

No. 11–732. N & D Investment Corp. et al. v. Galdames 
et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 
Fed. Appx. 801. 

No. 11–735. Thompson v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 310 Ga. App. XXIII. 

No. 11–737. Riverside County, California v. California 
Public Employment Relations Board et al. Ct. App. Cal., 
4th App. Dist., Div. 2. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–739. Damaneh v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–742. Troyanos, Personal Representative of the 
Estate of Troyanos v. Coats, Sheriff, Pinellas County, 
Florida, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 372 Fed. Appx. 932. 

No. 11–743. Fischer v. Global Connector Research, Inc. 
Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 3. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–745. Igarashi v. Skull and Bones et al. C. A. 2d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 58. 

No. 11–746. City of Arlington, Texas v. Frame et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 215. 

No. 11–751. Bin-Jiang Tao v. Citibank, N. A., et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 951. 

No. 11–759. C. F. v. Corbett et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 975. 

No. 11–760. City of Redondo Beach, California v. Comite 
de Jornaleros de Redondo Beach et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 936. 

No. 11–761. Spector v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 194 Cal. App. 4th 
1335, 128 Cal. Rptr. 3d 31. 

No. 11–765. Jovanovic v. Northrop Grumman Corp. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 151. 

No. 11–766. Kostrzewski v. Toledo Clinic et al. Ct. App. 
Ohio, Lucas County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–767. Morgan v. Webster University, Inc., dba 
Webster University. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 365. 

No. 11–768. Mehdi v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 35. 

No. 11–769. Bates v. Metrish, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–771. Dorsey v. Government of the District of Co­
lumbia et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–772. Greenberg Traurig, L. L. P., et al. v. Con-
will. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 
Fed. Appx. 434. 

No. 11–774. Gyamfi v. Wells Fargo-Wachovia Bank et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. 
Appx. 658. 

No. 11–776. Kastner v. Chet’s Shoes, Inc. C. A. Fed. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 37. 

No. 11–778. Gillis v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–779. Firishchak v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 305. 

No. 11–785. Allen v. Warren, Administrator, New Jer­
sey State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–790. Kirby v. King, Attorney General of New 
Mexico, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–792. Lothian Cassidy, L. L. C., et al. v. Lothian 
Oil Inc. et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 650 F. 3d 539. 

No. 11–794. Hawthorne-Burdine v. Pennsylvania. Super. 
Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 24 A. 3d 464. 

No. 11–795. Tomlinson, Individually and on Behalf of 
All Others Similarly Situated, et al. v. El Paso Corp. 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 
F. 3d 1281. 

No. 11–802. Sizemore v. Ohio Veterinary Medical Licens­
ing Board et al. Ct. App. Ohio, Franklin County. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011-Ohio-2273. 

No. 11–803. VanCook v. Securities and Exchange Commis­
sion. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 
F. 3d 130. 
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No. 11–808. Shiner v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 1315. 

No. 11–809. Ahamed v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 
873. 

No. 11–816. Getz et al. v. Boeing Co. et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 852. 

No. 11–818. Ho v. Motorola, Inc. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Ill. App. 3d 1204, 998 
N. E. 2d 713. 

No. 11–819. Cichon v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1020, 945 N. E. 
2d 140. 

No. 11–822. Clark v. Iowa State University et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 643. 

No. 11–826. Huggans v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 1210. 

No. 11–827. Edwards v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 625. 

No. 11–828. Center for Bio-Ethical Reform, Inc., et al. 
v. Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security, et al. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 365. 

No. 11–830. Arnold v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 395, 384 S. W. 3d 488. 

No. 11–835. Devonian Program et al. v. Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 183. 

No. 11–849. Flenory v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–850. Fallica et al. v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 402. 

No. 11–859. Epps v. FedEx Services. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 455. 
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No. 11–866. Doutre v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–873. Stucky v. Hawaii Department of Education 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–874. Spencer ad hoc Equity Committee v. Idearc, 
Inc., et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
662 F. 3d 315. 

No. 11–878. Jackson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 651 F. 3d 923. 

No. 11–899. Crawford v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–902. Clifford v. Vilsack, Secretary of Agricul­
ture, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–907. Porchay v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 930. 

No. 11–911. Huls v. Llabona et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 830. 

No. 11–5395. Nickerson v. Mooneyham et al. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–5987. Floyd v. Cain, Warden. Crim. Dist. Ct. La., 
Orleans Parish. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6306. Brant-Epigmelio v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 429 Fed. Appx. 
860. 

No. 11–6422. Tam Fuk Yuk et al. v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 
794. 

No. 11–6501. Mitchell v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 134. 

No. 11–6550. Puckett v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 657. 
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No. 11–6566. Bernadeu v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 823. 

No. 11–6587. Day v. Minnesota et al. Ct. App. Minn. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–6639. Durham v. United States; and 
No. 11–6641. Collins v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 

Certiorari denied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 883. 

No. 11–6696. In re Grand Jury Proceedings. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 385. 

No. 11–6765. Booker et al. v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 12. 

No. 11–6811. Satchell v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6863. Reid v. Wyatt et al. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–6932. Crabbe v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 424 Fed. Appx. 782. 

No. 11–6958. Moore v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga 
County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2010-Ohio-1569. 

No. 11–6979. Haxhia v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 81 App. Div. 
3d 414, 915 N. Y. S. 2d 557. 

No. 11–7013. Vines v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 830, 251 P. 3d 943. 

No. 11–7081. Cook v. Hubin et al. Ct. App. D. C. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 16 A. 3d 973. 

No. 11–7214. Enriquez v. Livingston, Executive Direc­
tor, Texas Department of Criminal Justice, et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 305. 

No. 11–7274. Phillips v. North Carolina. Sup. Ct. N. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 365 N. C. 103, 711 S. E. 2d 
122. 
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No. 11–7305. Richardson v. Gray et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 176. 

No. 11–7512. Ripkowski v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
438 Fed. Appx. 296. 

No. 11–7517. Byrd v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 78 So. 3d 445. 

No. 11–7536. Newton v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 78 So. 3d 458. 

No. 11–7547. Worthington v. Washington State Attor­
ney General’s Ofące et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7556. Ybarra v. Clark, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7560. Saunders-el v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7562. Smith v. Byars, Director, South Carolina 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 396 Fed. Appx. 944. 

No. 11–7567. Speaker v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7568. Rivera v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7578. Edwards v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 10th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7579. DeBose v. Williams et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 423 Fed. Appx. 472. 

No. 11–7580. Catchings v. Mississippi. Ct. App. Miss. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 39 So. 3d 943. 

No. 11–7583. Bell v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–7585. Burnett v. Jones, Director, Oklahoma De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 736. 

No. 11–7586. Coates v. Maryland. Ct. Sp. App. Md. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 198 Md. App. 742. 

No. 11–7587. Kersey v. Becton Dickenson & Co. et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. 
Appx. 105. 

No. 11–7609. Trimuar v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7610. Brown v. Collins et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7612. Barkley v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7618. Strebe v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 235. 

No. 11–7619. Russell v. Byars, Director, South Carolina 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 222. 

No. 11–7621. Tolden v. Cate, Secretary, California De­
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 579. 

No. 11–7626. Paulino v. Burlington County Jail et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. 
Appx. 106. 

No. 11–7627. Terry v. South Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 394 S. C. 62, 714 S. E. 2d 326. 

No. 11–7636. Branch v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 335 S. W. 3d 893 and 361 S. W. 
3d 699. 

No. 11–7637. Bryson v. Ocwen Federal Bank, FSB. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 413 Fed. Appx. 624. 
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No. 11–7645. Smith v. United States District Court for 
the Central District of Illinois. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7646. Maynor v. Turner, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7647. Larios Sanchez v. Herndon, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7651. Renteria v. Subia, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 615. 

No. 11–7654. Quarterman v. Cullum. Ct. App. Ga. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7657. Druery v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 
F. 3d 535. 

No. 11–7659. Banks v. Louisiana Department of Correc­
tions et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7661. Brothers v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7662. Burkley v. California. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7664. Pietri v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 1276. 

No. 11–7666. Carter v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7667. K. K. v. Ohio. Ct. App. Ohio, Fairfield County. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 192 Ohio. App. 3d 650, 2011­
Ohio-192, 950 N. E. 2d 198. 

No. 11–7674. Gomes Mendes v. Brady, Superintendent, 
Old Colony Correctional Center. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 126. 

No. 11–7675. Goodwin v. Roper, Superintendent, Potosi 
Correctional Center. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7677. Mullings v. Lee, Superintendent, Green 
Haven Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7678. Johnson v. Woods, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7687. Wells v. Jones, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 193. 

No. 11–7691. Akuma v. Cedar Hill Independent School 
District et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 437 Fed. Appx. 336. 

No. 11–7692. Akine v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 71 So. 3d 116. 

No. 11–7695. Thompson v. Lempke, Superintendent, Five 
Points Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7696. Kilburn v. Spencer, Commissioner, Massa­
chusetts Department of Correction, et al. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7698. Baylor v. Renico, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7701. McCluskey v. New York State Uniąed 
Court System et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 586. 

No. 11–7706. Carter v. Bank of America et al. Ct. App. 
Cal., 3d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7717. Jones v. Mazda North American Operations. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7718. Pleasant-Bey v. United States. C. A. Fed. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7719. Pinkey v. Zavislan, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 610. 

No. 11–7722. Rivers v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7723. Jackson v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 12 A. 3d 1171. 

No. 11–7724. Skinner v. Oklahoma et al. Ct. Crim. App. 
Okla. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7725. Rojas v. Connecticut. App. Ct. Conn. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 126 Conn. App. 352, 15 A. 3d 632. 

No. 11–7726. Whitąeld v. New York. Sup. Ct. N. Y., Kings 
County. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7730. Machette v. Phelps, Warden, et al. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7733. Roberts v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Ill. App. 3d 1188, 998 
N. E. 2d 983. 

No. 11–7735. Wilbon v. Louisiana. Ct. App. La., 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7741. Blacksher v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 769, 259 P. 3d 370. 

No. 11–7743. Bynoe v. Palmer, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7744. Selsor v. Workman, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 984. 

No. 11–7754. Southward v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7758. Corona v. Almager, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 672. 

No. 11–7765. McKinney v. Ludwick, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 484. 

No. 11–7766. Lancaster v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7767. Thomas et al. v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 308 Ga. App. 309, 707 S. E. 2d 
870. 
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No. 11–7768. Matthews v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., 
App. Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7771. Richardson v. Barone, Superintendent, 
State Correctional Institution at Forest, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7774. Chacon v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7775. Causey v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7776. Cervantes v. McEwan, Acting Warden. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. 
Appx. 927. 

No. 11–7777. Riddick v. Miliotis et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7781. Bishop v. Franklin, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 234. 

No. 11–7782. Blair v. Crawford. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7783. Allen v. Howes, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 432. 

No. 11–7789. James v. Massachusetts. App. Ct. Mass. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 79 Mass. App. 1124, 948 N. E. 
2d 917. 

No. 11–7797. Durr v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 360 Fed. Appx. 37. 

No. 11–7800. Manigaulte v. Board of Regents of New 
York et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7805. Miller v. Nooth, Superintendent, Snake 
River Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7806. Orrante v. Henry, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7807. Marlin v. Roberts, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7815. Hernandez v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 408 Fed. Appx. 316. 

No. 11–7816. Jones v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7817. Mettle v. Mettle. Ct. App. Wash. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7821. Garner v. Mayle. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 645. 

No. 11–7822. Grim v. Nevada et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7824. Mettle v. Mettle. Ct. App. Wash. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 160 Wash. App. 1041. 

No. 11–7826. Gonzales Samayoa v. Ayers, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 919. 

No. 11–7829. Gupta v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 
858. 

No. 11–7830. Ferris v. Bauman, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7831. Wright v. Marshall. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 102. 

No. 11–7832. Bolmer v. DeKeyser et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7833. Butcher v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 26 A. 3d 1195. 

No. 11–7847. Torres v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7848. Tully v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 713. 
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No. 11–7851. McKinley v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7852. Watson v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7853. Watson v. Kelley Fleet Services, LLC. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. 
Appx. 790. 

No. 11–7855. Blythe v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7858. Marcelus v. Kilmer, Superintendent, Ore­
gon State Correctional Institution. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7863. Rodriguez v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 3. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7865. Dawes-Lloyd v. Publish America. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 956. 

No. 11–7867. Thomas v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 336, 256 P. 3d 603. 

No. 11–7868. Hill v. Hill. Ct. App. Ind. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 937 N. E. 2d 436. 

No. 11–7869. Fowler v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 405 Ill. App. 3d 1197, 997 
N. E. 2d 1008. 

No. 11–7875. Flores v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7876. Glaser v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 250 P. 3d 632. 

No. 11–7880. White v. Nevada. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 127 Nev. 1185, 373 P. 3d 973. 

No. 11–7881. Vig v. Seeliger, Judge, Superior Court of 
Georgia, Stone Mountain Judicial Circuit. Sup. Ct. Ga. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7884. Atkins, Administrator of the Estate of At­
kins, Deceased v. City of Chicago, Illinois, et al. C. A. 
7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 631 F. 3d 823. 

No. 11–7885. Greenman v. Polk et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7886. Greene v. Stancil. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 220. 

No. 11–7889. Helton v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7891. Giddings v. Brown, Superintendent, Wabash 
Valley Correctional Facility. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7892. Garber v. Superior Court of California, 
Los Angeles County, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7893. Garner v. Warren, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7895. Jackson v. Los Angeles Uniąed School Dis­
trict et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7901. Gonzalez v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7902. Gzikowski v. Dexter, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 675. 

No. 11–7903. Haynes v. Sisto, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7904. Guzman v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7908. Brown v. Morgan, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7911. Burke v. Vermont. Sup. Ct. Vt. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 190 Vt. 660, 37 A. 3d 131. 

No. 11–7914. Turner v. Nixon et al. Ct. App. Mo., Western 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 344 S. W. 3d 743. 
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No. 11–7916. Tear v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 
Fed. Appx. 111. 

No. 11–7917. Beltran v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1200, 1 N. E. 
3d 125. 

No. 11–7920. Card v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7922. LaCroix v. United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Indiana; and LaCroix v. 
Green Mountain Financial Fund LLC. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7923. Shavers v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Ill. App. 3d 1158, 2 N. E. 
3d 665. 

No. 11–7926. Bruggeman v. Mohr, Director, Ohio Depart­
ment of Rehabilitation and Correction, et al. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7927. Barr-Carr v. LaSalle Talman Home Mort­
gage Corp. et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7931. Barkley v. Ortiz et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7933. Ordway v. Kentucky. Sup. Ct. Ky. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 352 S. W. 3d 584. 

No. 11–7936. Muniz v. McKee, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 619. 

No. 11–7938. Johnson v. Indiana. Ct. App. Ind. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7939. Ceja v. McEwen, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 563. 

No. 11–7942. Makboul v. Knowles, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–7944. Chapman v. United States Postal Service 
et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 
Fed. Appx. 480. 

No. 11–7946. Blackmon v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 67 So. 3d 207. 

No. 11–7947. Bynum v. City of Charlotte Sanitation 
Department; Bynum v. Barton Security; Bynum v. Meck­
lenburg County School; and Bynum v. Charlotte Housing 
Authority. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7948. Batiste v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7950. Velasco Hernandez v. Premo, Superintend­
ent, Oregon State Penitentiary. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7952. Price v. Kansas. Ct. App. Kan. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 45 Kan. App. 2d xxix, 252 P. 3d 647. 

No. 11–7955. Wishnefsky v. Salameh. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 545. 

No. 11–7958. Seabrooks v. Bell, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7959. Lopez Ramirez v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. 
Fla., 4th Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 
192. 

No. 11–7960. Sing v. Nebraska. Sup. Ct. Neb. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 282 Neb. xxi. 

No. 11–7961. Stukes v. Bickell, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Huntingdon, et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7962. Tolentino v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Ill. App. 3d 598, 949 
N. E. 2d 1167. 

No. 11–7964. Wiggins v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–7965. Watson v. Missouri. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–7966. Johnson v. YKK AP America Inc. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7976. Morceli v. Yates, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7980. Toliver v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Ill. App. 3d 1189, 998 
N. E. 2d 983. 

No. 11–7981. Herrera-Aguirre v. Holder, Attorney Gen­
eral. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7984. Portillo v. Commission on Professional 
Competence et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–7985. Wiles v. Byars, Director, South Carolina 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 827. 

No. 11–7986. Price v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. Appx. 16. 

No. 11–7995. Moore v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7996. Morris v. Sheldon, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7997. Planes v. Berghuis, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8001. Watkins v. Kentucky. Sup. Ct. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8002. Jacobs v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 23 A. 3d 570. 

No. 11–8004. Merritt v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 
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No. 11–8006. Means v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections, et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 852. 

No. 11–8007. Shreve v. Fetter et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 150. 

No. 11–8008. Singh v. City of New York Housing Pres­
ervation and Development Department. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8009. Thompson v. Sturgis. Ct. App. Tenn. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 415 S. W. 3d 843. 

No. 11–8010. Stine v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 405. 

No. 11–8011. Serrano Reyes v. Subia, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8012. Cruz v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 713. 

No. 11–8015. Brown v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8017. Kim v. Stahman et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 757. 

No. 11–8019. McGinnis v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th 
App. Dist., Div. 3. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8020. Colon v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 88. 

No. 11–8021. Dennis v. Kentucky. Sup. Ct. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8022. Walker v. Kane, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8027. Shaw v. Kirkland, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 460 Fed. Appx. 699. 

No. 11–8029. Morgan v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 377. 
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No. 11–8032. Anderson v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8038. Diaz-Devia v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 764. 

No. 11–8039. Carter v. Gonzalez, Acting Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8041. Siegler v. Ohio State University. Ct. App. 
Ohio, Franklin County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
2011-Ohio-2485. 

No. 11–8043. Richardson v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 31. 

No. 11–8044. Shields v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 78. 

No. 11–8045. Santacruz-De La O, aka Olaguez, aka Santa 
Cruz-Delao v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 913. 

No. 11–8046. Smith v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 821. 

No. 11–8048. Robles v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 736. 

No. 11–8050. Ward v. Maine. Sup. Jud. Ct. Me. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8054. Blyden v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 133. 

No. 11–8056. Myers et al. v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 812. 

No. 11–8058. Barraza-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 1216 and 450 
Fed. Appx. 676. 

No. 11–8059. Blanks v. Booker, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8060. Browning v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 369. 
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No. 11–8061. Armstrong v. Small, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8070. Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 870. 

No. 11–8072. Bailey v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8073. Blaize v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 21 A. 3d 78. 

No. 11–8075. Little v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. 
Appx. 250. 

No. 11–8077. Ortiz Lazaro v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 319. 

No. 11–8078. Osorio-Reyes v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 690. 

No. 11–8079. Morejon v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 795. 

No. 11–8082. Taggart v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8083. Knapper v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 522. 

No. 11–8087. McKinney v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 605. 

No. 11–8088. Laboy-Vega v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8092. Pugh v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 17 A. 3d 1197. 

No. 11–8098. Stewart v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 406 Ill. App. 3d 1210, 998 
N. E. 2d 716. 

No. 11–8099. Shaw v. Weber, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8104. Barraza, aka Saavedra v. United States. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 375. 

No. 11–8107. Shaykin v. Michigan. Ct. App. Mich. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8114. Tucker v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1135, 1 N. E. 
3d 669. 

No. 11–8116. Alston v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 498. 

No. 11–8118. Barry v. State Bar of California. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8120. Lonebear v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 710. 

No. 11–8124. Kerr v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 558. 

No. 11–8125. Rodriguez-Rodriguez v. United States. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 663 F. 3d 53. 

No. 11–8127. Melcer v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 712. 

No. 11–8130. Collazo-Castro v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 516. 

No. 11–8132. Thompson v. Milyard, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 
249. 

No. 11–8136. Ross v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 536. 

No. 11–8140. Huerta-Ortega v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 953. 

No. 11–8141. Morris v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8144. Linngren v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 868. 
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No. 11–8147. Ward v. Kansas. Sup. Ct. Kan. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 292 Kan. 541, 256 P. 3d 801. 

No. 11–8155. Nash v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 282. 

No. 11–8156. Geer v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 11–8159. Bingham v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 983. 

No. 11–8166. Delgado v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 393. 

No. 11–8167. Velleff v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8169. Robinson v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 605 F. 3d 985. 

No. 11–8171. Ramirez-Guerra, aka Guerra v. United 
States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 
Fed. Appx. 893. 

No. 11–8179. Palma v. Harris County Appraisal District. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. 
Appx. 498. 

No. 11–8181. DeGrange v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8182. Mendez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 739. 

No. 11–8185. Vallejo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 481. 

No. 11–8186. Acevedo v. Shartle, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8188. Murphy v. King, Warden, et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 845. 

No. 11–8189. Red Star v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 708. 
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No. 11–8190. Rodriguez-Barrera v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8193. Klynsma v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8198. Smith v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 110. 

No. 11–8199. Stallworth v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 721. 

No. 11–8202. Chanley v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 936. 

No. 11–8208. Kasprowicz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 817. 

No. 11–8210. James v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 48. 

No. 11–8211. Jeep v. Obama, President of the United 
States, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8212. Baker v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 416 Fed. Appx. 299. 

No. 11–8215. Bowling v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 72. 

No. 11–8217. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8218. Ortiz-Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 732. 

No. 11–8222. Jackson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 434. 

No. 11–8223. Thomas v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8224. Tukes v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 373. 

No. 11–8233. Stout v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 738. 
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No. 11–8239. Black v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 893. 

No. 11–8240. Argueta-Lopez, aka Argueta-Rodas v. 
United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 444 Fed. Appx. 773. 

No. 11–8247. Spentz v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 815. 

No. 11–8248. Jordan v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 634. 

No. 11–8249. Nelson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 786. 

No. 11–8250. Robles v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8259. Zuck v. Sabatka-Rine, Warden, et al. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8262. Harvey v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 1272. 

No. 11–8264. Gonzalez-Barreras, aka Gonzalez-Gomez v. 
United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 434 Fed. Appx. 766. 

No. 11–8266. Heath v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 456 Fed. Appx. 102. 

No. 11–8267. Hevle v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 983. 

No. 11–8270. Hampton v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8272. Fry v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8276. Campbell v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 518. 

No. 11–8280. Bennett v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 501. 
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No. 11–8282. 
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8284. 
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8286. 
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8289. 

OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

February 21, 2012 565 U. S. 

Martin v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer-
Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 546. 

Long v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer-
Reported below: 411 Fed. Appx. 623. 

Solis v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer-
Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 800. 

Milton v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 243. 

No. 11–8291. Milton v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 770. 

No. 11–8298. Tubbs v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 705. 

No. 11–8299. Whitąeld v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 415. 

No. 11–8300. Yearwood v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 471 Fed. Appx. 108. 

No. 11–8301. Williamson v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8306. McNair v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 769. 

No. 11–8309. Willis v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8310. Zierke v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8312. Jones v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8313. Paige v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 25 A. 3d 74. 

No. 11–8316. Espinoza-Baza v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1182. 

No. 11–8317. Close v. Thomas, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 970. 
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No. 11–8320. Perez-Mendez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 465 Fed. Appx. 604. 

No. 11–8322. Castillo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 784. 

No. 11–8327. Edwards v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 43. 

No. 11–8330. Jasso-Estrada v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 736. 

No. 11–8332. Jones v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 825. 

No. 11–8336. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8338. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 448. 

No. 11–8339. St. Marks v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 460 Fed. Appx. 682. 

No. 11–8344. Bryant v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 664 F. 3d 831. 

No. 11–8345. Aguilar-Montoya v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 728. 

No. 11–8346. Bear v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 454 Fed. Appx. 549. 

No. 11–8354. Trejo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 326. 

No. 11–8357. Urena v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 903. 

No. 11–8358. Washington v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 1057. 

No. 11–8364. Coley v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 501. 

No. 11–8368. Ramiro Pena v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8375. Lamar v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 310. 

No. 11–8385. Jiminez-Garcia v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 792. 

No. 11–8386. Minter v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 821. 

No. 11–8389. Mitchell v. Lindamood, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8395. Turner v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 599. 

No. 11–8400. Zuniga-Mendoza v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 786. 

No. 11–8402. Dickerson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8403. De La Rosa v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8409. Cardenas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 810. 

No. 11–8412. Earl v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8421. Deruise v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8427. Neto v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 194. 

No. 11–8431. Wofford v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 30 A. 3d 810. 

No. 11–8433. Tovar-Rivas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 788. 

No. 11–8435. Cardenas Borbon v. United States. C. A. 
3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 454 Fed. Appx. 42. 

No. 11–8437. Benabe et al. v. United States. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 753 and 436 
Fed. Appx. 639. 
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No. 11–8440. Kutz v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 751. 

No. 11–8441. Lowdermilk v. United States (two judg­
ments). C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 
Fed. Appx. 500 (first judgment). 

No. 11–8442. McQueen v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 22 A. 3d 823. 

No. 11–8452. Boneshirt v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 662 F. 3d 509. 

No. 11–8454. Tafoya-Montelongo v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 659 F. 3d 738. 

No. 11–8461. Osazuwa v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 919. 

No. 11–8462. Moore v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 553. 

No. 11–8463. McGuire v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 Fed. Appx. 586. 

No. 11–8464. Peterson v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 471 Fed. Appx. 566. 

No. 11–8465. Jacob v. Clarke, Director, Virginia Depart­
ment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 215. 

No. 11–8466. Ruiz-Apolonio v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 907. 

No. 11–8469. McIntyre v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1107. 

No. 11–8473. Brisbane v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8483. Tindall v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 377. 

No. 11–8490. Salva-Morales v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 72. 
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No. 11–8491. Snow v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 663 F. 3d 1156. 

No. 10–1544. United States v. Nam Van Hoang. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 
677. 

No. 11–40. United States v. Valverde. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this motion and this petition. Re­
ported below: 628 F. 3d 1159. 

No. 11–190. Puerto Rico Bar Assn. v. Commonwealth of 
Puerto Rico et al. Sup. Ct. P. R. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Sotomayor would grant the petition for writ of certiorari. 
Reported below: 181 D. P. R. 135. 

No. 11–385. United States v. Valdez. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­
tion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 
640. 

No. 11–611. United States v. Trent. C. A. 6th Cir. Motion 
of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis granted. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 574. 

No. 11–684. Robert v. Department of Justice et al. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no 
part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 439 Fed. Appx. 32. 

No. 11–685. Highway J Citizens Group, U. A. v. Village 
of Richąeld, Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. Motion of National 
Tax Limitation Committee et al. for leave to file a brief as amici 
curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 201 WI 
App 44, 332 Wis. 2d 317, 797 N. W. 2d 935. 

No. 11–705. Star Northwest, Inc., dba Kenmore Lanes 
et al. v. City of Kenmore, Washington, et al. Ct. App. 
Wash. Motion of Recreational Gaming Association of Washington 
for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae denied. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 160 Wash. App. 1045. 
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No. 11–738. Equitable Transitions, Inc. v. Dell, Inc. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. The Chief Justice took no 
part in the consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–6205. Ortiz-Alvear v. Wells, Warden. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 955. 

No. 11–7379. Cavanaugh v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 643 F. 3d 592. 

No. 11–7416. Sorrell v. Bledsoe, Warden. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 437 Fed. 
Appx. 94. 

No. 11–7925. Sow v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 438 
Fed. Appx. 235. 

No. 11–8005. Muszynski v. Grounds, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8052. Villavicencio-Burruel v. United States. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
451 Fed. Appx. 685. 

No. 11–8105. Kane v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 639 F. 3d 1121. 

No. 11–8109. Rivera v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8110. Scott v. Hornbeak, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner to defer consideration of petition for writ of 
certiorari denied. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. 
Appx. 784. 
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No. 11–8113. Gadsden v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 439 Fed. 
Appx. 54. 

No. 11–8154. Howell v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 441 Fed. 
Appx. 783. 

No. 11–8238. Barnett v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8283. Maduka v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor and Justice Kagan took 
no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8297. McDaniels v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 437 Fed. 
Appx. 264. 

No. 11–8365. Plugh v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor and Justice Kagan took 
no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 648 F. 3d 118. 

No. 11–8378. Anyanwu v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 449 Fed. 
Appx. 639. 

No. 11–8428. McKinnon v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 443 Fed. 
Appx. 596. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–1529. Kelly v. West Virginia Board of Law Exam­
iners et al., ante, p. 826; 

No. 10–10833. Essett v. United States, ante, p. 1058; 
No. 11–74. Hardy, Warden v. Cross, ante, p. 65; 
No. 11–283. Fox v. Wardy et al., ante, p. 945; 
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No. 11–358. Sawyer v. Worcester et al., ante, p. 1060; 
No. 11–490. Dixon v. Hennepin County Human Services 

Department et al., ante, p. 1094; 
No. 11–575. Carson v. United States Ofące of Special 

Counsel, ante, p. 1101; 
No. 11–5315. Hines v. Tennessee, ante, p. 1080; 
No. 11–5384. Jacobson et al. v. Schwarzenegger et al., 

ante, p. 1080; 
No. 11–5606. Kalfountzos v. United States Railroad Re­

tirement Board, ante, p. 980; 
No. 11–5718. Hirsch v. Enoch Pratt Free Library et al., 

ante, p. 1063; 
No. 11–5937. Schied v. Ward et al., ante, p. 981; 
No. 11–5945. In re Schied, ante, p. 975; 
No. 11–6015. Schied v. Snyder et al., ante, p. 982; 
No. 11–6187. Aguirrez Matos v. Tucker, Secretary, Flor­

ida Department of Corrections, ante, p. 1016; 
No. 11–6336. Bradley v. Connecticut, ante, p. 1039; 
No. 11–6386. McDowell v. Mississippi et al., ante, p. 1040; 
No. 11–6395. Hollins v. Fulton County, Georgia, et al., 

ante, p. 1040; 
No. 11–6402. Forness v. Astrue, Commissioner of Social 

Security, ante, p. 1017; 
No. 11–6577. Lancaster v. Bigelow, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 1041; 
No. 11–6591. Rolon v. Beacon Cos. et al., ante, p. 1066; 
No. 11–6592. King v. Texas, ante, p. 1066; 
No. 11–6620. Dossett v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 1067; 

No. 11–6679. Cash v. Louisiana, ante, p. 1082; 
No. 11–6681. Clark v. United States, ante, p. 994; 
No. 11–6703. Caston-Goodjohn v. Shinseki, Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs, ante, p. 1042; 
No. 11–6708. Najaąan v. Capital One N. A. et al., ante, 

p. 1082; 
No. 11–6724. Rosen v. North Shore Towers Apartments, 

Inc., ante, p. 1083; 
No. 11–6771. Moya-Feliciano v. Tucker, Secretary, Flor­

ida Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 1068; 
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No. 11–6775. Dydzak v. United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit, ante, p. 1095; 

No. 11–6801. Mason v. Godinez, Director, Illinois De­
partment of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 1068; 

No. 11–6848. Braddock v. Rapelje, Warden, ante, p. 1096; 
No. 11–6869. Carlson v. Dooley, Warden, ante, p. 1069; 
No. 11–6889. In re Singh, ante, p. 1013; 
No. 11–6911. Buck v. United States, ante, p. 1044; 
No. 11–6989. Israel v. United States, ante, p. 1070; 
No. 11–7026. Johnson v. United States, ante, p. 1071; 
No. 11–7094. Martin v. Wisconsin, ante, p. 1084; 
No. 11–7163. Harris v. United States, ante, p. 1086; 
No. 11–7275. Purpura et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of 

Health and Human Services, et al., ante, p. 1127; 
No. 11–7291. Cegledi v. United States, ante, p. 1099; and 
No. 11–7873. Girard v. United States, ante, p. 1172. Peti­

tions for rehearing denied. 

No. 10–11243. Clark v. Richmond Department of Social 
Services, ante, p. 874. Motion for leave to file petition for re­
hearing denied. 

No. 11–6165. Haney v. Adams, Warden, ante, p. 1022. Peti­
tion for rehearing denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–7034. Niblock v. United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia et al., ante, p. 1073; 
and 

No. 11–7162. Ford v. United States, ante, p. 1087. Petitions 
for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of these petitions. 

February 27, 2012 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 
No. 10–458. Sheets, Warden v. Simpson. C. A. 6th Cir. 

Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case remanded for fur­
ther consideration in light of Howes v. Fields, ante, p. 499. Re­
ported below: 615 F. 3d 421. 

Certiorari Dismissed 
No. 11–8080. McCartney v. LeBlanc, Secretary, Louisi­

ana Department of Public Safety and Corrections, et al. 
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Ct. App. La., 1st Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 2009–2093 (La. App. 1 Cir. 
5/7/10), 39 So. 3d 851. 

No. 11–8086. Pitchford v. Marshall et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. Re­
ported below: 417 Fed. Appx. 581. 

No. 11–8343. Abulkhair v. Page-Hawkins et al. C. A. 3d 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 
Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 291. 

Miscellaneous Orders 
No. 11M76. Ohio v. Foust. Motion of Cuyahoga County pros­

ecuting attorney for leave to intervene as a party on behalf of 
Ohio in order to file a petition for writ of certiorari denied. 

No. 11M77. Brown v. Cleveland Municipal School Dis­
trict, aka Cleveland Metropolitan School District, et 
al.; and 

No. 11M78. Springer v. United States. Motions to direct 
the Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 11–393. National Federation of Independent Busi­
ness et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, et al.; and 

No. 11–400. Florida et al. v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. 11th Cir. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, pp. 1033 and 1034.] Motion of Freedom Watch for reconsid­
eration of order denying leave to participate in oral argument as 
amicus curiae and for divided argument [ante, p. 1176] denied. 
Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this motion. 

No. 11–5683. Dorsey v. United States; and 
No. 11–5721. Hill v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. [Cer­

tiorari granted, ante, p. 1057.] Motion of petitioners for divided 
argument denied. Motion of the Solicitor General for divided 
argument granted. 

No. 11–7192. Cox v. Davis, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. Motion 
of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1106] denied. 
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No. 11–7405. Hendricks v. Galloway et al. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1106] denied. 

No. 11–8288. Hagans v. Georgia. Ct. App. Ga.; and 
No. 11–8486. Adler v. Commissioner of Internal Reve­

nue. C. A. 3d Cir. Motions of petitioners for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied. Petitioners are allowed until March 
19, 2012, within which to pay the docketing fees required by Rule 
38(a) and to submit petitions in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the 
Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–8659. In re Hess. Petition for writ of habeas cor­
pus denied. 

No. 11–8535. In re Deleston. Motion of petitioner for leave 
to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and petition for writ of 
mandamus dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 10–999. Allen v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 625 F. 3d 830. 

No. 11–318. Caldwell v. Kentucky. Ct. App. Ky. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–462. Bronco’s Saloon, Inc., et al. v. APB Associ­
ates, Inc.; and 

No. 11–503. T&R Enterprises, Inc. v. APB Associates, 
Inc. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 
Fed. Appx. 499. 

No. 11–469. Taylor v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 5th App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–517. Byrne et al. v. Jackler. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 225. 

No. 11–525. Young et al. v. Ortiz. C. A. 5th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 306. 

No. 11–599. National Organization for Marriage v. 
McKee et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 649 F. 3d 34. 
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No. 11–617. Probert et al. v. Family Centered Services 
of Alaska, Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 651 F. 3d 1007. 

No. 11–634. Celaj v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 162. 

No. 11–670. Bowie v. Maddox, Individually and in His 
Ofącial Capacity as Inspector General, et al. C. A. D. C. 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 642 F. 3d 1122. 

No. 11–791. King v. Clayton County School System Eth­
ics Commission et al. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 306 Ga. App. XXV. 

No. 11–797. Moyer et al. v. Teledyne Continental Mo­
tors, Inc. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
611 Pa. 480, 28 A. 3d 867. 

No. 11–801. Sizemore v. Plain Dealer et al. Ct. App. 
Ohio, Cuyahoga County. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
194 Ohio App. 3d 30, 2011-Ohio-2935, 954 N. E. 2d 213. 

No. 11–805. Teton Millwork Sales v. Schlossberg. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–806. 84 Video/Newsstand, Inc., et al. v. Sartini, 
Ashtabula County Prosecutor, et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 541. 

No. 11–810. Burke v. Klevan. App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 130 Conn. App. 376, 23 A. 3d 95. 

No. 11–848. Doe v. Keathley. Ct. App. Mo., Western Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 344 S. W. 3d 759. 

No. 11–851. Gilbert v. Board of Equalization of Tulsa 
County, Oklahoma. Ct. Civ. App. Okla. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–854. Goree v. Lincoln Parish Detention Center. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. 
Appx. 329. 

No. 11–868. Greene et al. v. Bartlett, Director, North 
Carolina Board of Elections, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 312. 
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No. 11–921. Swanson v. Horseshoe Hammond, LLC, dba 
Horseshoe Casino Hammond. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 868. 

No. 11–931. Ashley v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 664 F. 3d 602. 

No. 11–5141. Rosa v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 626 F. 3d 56. 

No. 11–6460. Washington et vir v. Louisiana et al. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 425 Fed. Appx. 330. 

No. 11–6606. Gore v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 636 F. 3d 728. 

No. 11–6769. Baker v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 786. 

No. 11–6888. Cole v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­
ferson City Correctional Center, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–6897. Zortman v. Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 611 Pa. 22, 23 A. 3d 519. 

No. 11–6971. Tracey v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–7052. Navejar v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. Appx. 319. 

No. 11–7084. Villarreal-Pena v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–7148. Otto et ux. v. Hillsborough County, Flor­
ida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 2d Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 67 So. 3d 213. 

No. 11–7510. Hankerson v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 65 So. 3d 502. 

No. 11–7589. Virgil v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 1210, 253 P. 3d 553. 
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No. 11–8016. Norouzian v. University of Kansas Hospital 
Authority et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 677. 

No. 11–8028. Prado v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8030. McDonald v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 
Department of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8031. Wright v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8033. Sheppard v. Garcia, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8034. Shanklin v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8035. Robinson-Reeder v. American Council on 
Education. C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 417 Fed. Appx. 4. 

No. 11–8036. Chambers v. Wetzel, Secretary, Pennsylva­
nia Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 650. 

No. 11–8037. Carrillo v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 914. 

No. 11–8049. Allen v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8051. Vaden v. Adams et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 677. 

No. 11–8053. Baker v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 71 So. 3d 802. 

No. 11–8057. Gonzales v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 51 Cal. 4th 894, 253 P. 3d 185. 

No. 11–8062. Woods v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 IL App (1st) 091959, 952 
N. E. 2d 105. 
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No. 11–8069. Roberts v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 149. 

No. 11–8076. Cohen v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8081. Wagner v. Stouffer, Commissioner, Mary­
land Division of Correction, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 685. 

No. 11–8084. Conroy v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8090. Jackson v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 67 So. 3d 219. 

No. 11–8091. Morris v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 290. 

No. 11–8100. Sumlin v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 407 Ill. App. 3d 1188, 998 
N. E. 2d 983. 

No. 11–8145. Malone v. Kramer, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 754. 

No. 11–8168. Powers v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1129, 1 N. E. 
3d 666. 

No. 11–8220. Mitchell v. Martel, Acting Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 737. 

No. 11–8232. White v. Schroeder, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8234. Xuli Zhang v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8235. Williams v. Sibbett et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 385. 

No. 11–8236. Comaduran v. Gonzalez, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 728. 

No. 11–8258. Watts v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 68 So. 3d 249. 
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No. 11–8265. Swift v. Allen. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8269. Flores v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8302. Zack v. New Jersey. Super. Ct. N. J., App. 
Div. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8319. Ritter v. Arkansas. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 Ark. 427, 385 S. W. 3d 740. 

No. 11–8325. Deane v. Marshalls, Inc., et al. Sup. Ct. 
Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8333. Johnson v. Horton, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8366. Hughes v. Pąster, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8398. Wilcher v. Donahoe, Postmaster General, 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 441 
Fed. Appx. 879. 

No. 11–8414. Queen v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. 
Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8488. Brown v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 297. 

No. 11–8494. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 844. 

No. 11–8503. Oglesbee v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 674. 

No. 11–8508. Ferguson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 223. 

No. 11–8509. Fulton v. Chester, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 857. 

No. 11–8510. Doe v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 550. 

No. 11–8520. Robinson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 268. 
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No. 11–8524. Sosa Montero v. United States. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 833. 

No. 11–8525. Odman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 277. 

No. 11–8526. Porras-Burciaga v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 339. 

No. 11–8527. Love v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 338. 

No. 11–8528. Cabaccang v. United States (two judgments). 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8529. Whitehead v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8530. Young v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 408. 

No. 11–8531. Rublee v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 835. 

No. 11–8534. Castro-Moreno v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 470. 

No. 11–8539. Bernard v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8541. Pica v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 419. 

No. 11–8545. Dodd v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 805. 

No. 11–8546. Cutcliff v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 787. 

No. 11–8547. Rangel v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8548. Kasenge v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 537. 

No. 11–8549. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 86. 
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No. 11–8550. Dunbar v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 F. 3d 54. 

No. 11–8552. Brown, aka Johns v. United States. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 656. 

No. 11–8554. Avila-Villegas v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 456 Fed. Appx. 658. 

No. 11–8560. Sierra-Arrazola v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 403. 

No. 11–8564. Berk v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 132. 

No. 11–8571. Old Horn v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 456 Fed. Appx. 664. 

No. 11–8573. Moore v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 401. 

No. 11–8574. Gonzalez Cruz v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 753. 

No. 11–8624. Hansbrough v. Wisconsin. Ct. App. Wis. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 2011 WI App 79, 334 Wis. 
2d 237, 799 N. W. 2d 887. 

No. 11–233. Swearingen v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Motion of petitioner to defer consider­
ation of petition for writ of certiorari denied. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 421 Fed. Appx. 413. 

No. 11–497. Mountaire Farms, Inc., et al. v. Perez et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 
650 F. 3d 350. 

No. 11–541. Michigan et al. v. United States Army Corps 
of Engineers et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Jus­
tice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. Reported below: 667 F. 3d 765. 

No. 11–659. Anza et al. v. Ideal Steel Supply Corp. 
C. A. 2d Cir. Motion of Chamber of Commerce of the United 

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



1242 OCTOBER TERM, 2011 

February 27, 2012 565 U. S. 

States of America for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae 
granted. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 310. 

No. 11–811. Persico v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 85. 

No. 11–8480. Lipscomb v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8558. Mendez-Sanchez v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 11–357. Equity in Athletics, Inc. v. Department of 
Education et al., ante, p. 1111; 

No. 11–473. Dupree v. General Mills Operations, Inc., 
et al., ante, p. 1112; 

No. 11–516. Mbakpuo v. Holder, Attorney General, ante, 
p. 1113; 

No. 11–6183. In re Rivera, ante, p. 1013; 
No. 11–6829. Allen v. Bigelow, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 1117; 
No. 11–6852. Bassett v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­

partment of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 1096; 
No. 11–7042. Kerchee v. Jones, Director, Oklahoma De­

partment of Corrections, ante, p. 1121; 
No. 11–7074. Travaline v. Supreme Court of the United 

States et al., ante, p. 1123; 
No. 11–7096. Sutton v. Merit Systems Protection Board, 

ante, p. 1084; 
No. 11–7182. Popp v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­

ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion, ante, p. 1125; 

No. 11–7250. In re Lewis, ante, p. 1078;
 
No. 11–7263. Wood v. Main, ante, p. 1161;
 
No. 11–7410. Smith v. Texas Department of Criminal Jus­

tice, Correctional Institutions Division, et al., ante, 
p. 1165; 

No. 11–7427. Moore v. Florida, ante, p. 1131; and 
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No. 11–7559. Morrow v. Donahoe, Postmaster General, 
ante, p. 1135. Petitions for rehearing denied. 

No. 11–7186. Hicks v. United States, ante, p. 1088. Petition 
for rehearing denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. 

February 29, 2012 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–8979 (11A813). Moormann v. Arizona. Super. Ct. 
Ariz., County of Pinal. Application for stay of execution of sen­
tence of death, presented to Justice Kennedy, and by him 
referred to the Court, denied. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8999 (11A819). Moormann v. Ryan, Director, Ari­
zona Department of Corrections. C. A. 9th Cir. Appli­
cation for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented to 
Justice Kennedy, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 672 F. 3d 644. 

No. 11–9009 (11A820). Moormann et al. v. Brewer, Gover­
nor of Arizona, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Application for stay of 
execution of sentence of death, presented to Justice Kennedy, 
and by him referred to the Court, denied. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 672 F. 3d 650. 

March 5, 2012 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 10–272. John Crane Inc. v. Atwell, Executor of the 
Estate of Atwell, Deceased. Super. Ct. Pa. Reported 
below: 986 A. 2d 888; and 

No. 10–520. Grifąn Wheel Co. v. Harris et ux. Super. 
Ct. Pa. Reported below: 996 A. 2d 562. Certiorari granted, 
judgments vacated, and cases remanded for further consideration 
in light of Kurns v. Railroad Friction Products Corp., ante, 
p. 625. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. 11M79. Alexander v. Foegen et al.; 
No. 11M81. Mintz v. State Farm Mutual Automobile In­

surance Co. et al.; and 
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No. 11M82. Tomaselli et al. v. Kopelman & Paige, P. C., 
et al. Motions to direct the Clerk to file petitions for writs of 
certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 11M80. Pignard v. United States. Motion to direct the 
Clerk to file petition for writ of certiorari out of time denied. 
Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of 
this motion. 

No. 10–1491. Kiobel, Individually and on Behalf of Her 
Late Husband Kiobel, et al. v. Royal Dutch Petroleum 
Co. et al. C. A. 2d Cir. [Certiorari granted, ante, p. 961.] 
Case restored to the calendar for reargument. The parties are 
directed to file supplemental briefs addressing the following ques­
tion: “Whether and under what circumstances the Alien Tort Stat­
ute, 28 U. S. C. § 1350, allows courts to recognize a cause of action 
for violations of the law of nations occurring within the territory 
of a sovereign other than the United States.” Supplemental brief 
for petitioners is due on or before Thursday, May 3, 2012. Sup­
plemental brief for respondents is due on or before Monday, June 
4, 2012. Reply brief is due on or before Friday, June 29, 2012. 
Time to file amicus curiae briefs is as provided for by this Court’s 
Rule 37.3(a). Word limits and cover colors for the briefs should 
correspond to the provisions of this Court’s Rule 33.1(g) pertain­
ing to briefs on the merits rather than to the provision pertaining 
to supplemental briefs. 

No. 10–9646. Miller v. Alabama. Ct. Crim. App. Ala. 
[Certiorari granted, ante, p. 1013]; and 

No. 10–9647. Jackson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. [Certiorari granted, 
ante, p. 1013.] Motion of Michigan et al. for leave to participate 
in oral argument as amici curiae and for divided argument 
denied. 

No. 10–10476. Muhammad v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 803] denied. 

No. 11–262. Reichle et al. v. Howards. C. A. 10th Cir. 
[Certiorari granted, ante, p. 1078.] Motion of the Solicitor Gen­
eral for leave to participate in oral argument as amicus curiae 
and for divided argument granted. Justice Kagan took no part 
in the consideration or decision of this motion. 
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No. 11–6623. In re Cox. Motion of petitioner for reconsider­
ation of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis [ante, 
p. 975] denied. 

No. 11–6927. Perry v. Jordan et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1105] denied. 

No. 11–7127. Maisano v. Canteen Correctional Food 
Services, Inc., et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris [ante, p. 1105] denied. 

No. 11–7374. Strong v. Suter, Clerk, Supreme Court of 
the United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Motion of petitioner for 
reconsideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pau­
peris [ante, p. 1106] denied. 

No. 11–7999. In re Driver. Motion of petitioner for recon­
sideration of order denying leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
[ante, p. 1155] denied. 

No. 11–8112. Barani v. Havana Inc. et al. Sup. Ct. Pa. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied. Petitioner is allowed until March 26, 2012, within which to 
pay the docketing fee required by Rule 38(a) and to submit a 
petition in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–8732. In re Crompton; 
No. 11–8750. In re Cain; and 
No. 11–8839. In re Walker. Petitions for writs of habeas 

corpus denied. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–555. City of Oakland, California v. Desert Out­
door Advertising, Inc. Sup. Ct. Nev. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 127 Nev. 533, 267 P. 3d 48. 

No. 11–648. Thomas v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–704. Perfect 10, Inc. v. Google, Inc. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 976. 
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No. 11–748. Signature Pharmacy, Inc., et al. v. Wright. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. 
Appx. 741. 

No. 11–749. Moore v. Curley, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–815. Fedora Inc. et al. v. Thomas. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 28 A. 3d 1138. 

No. 11–829. King, Chair, Kansas Commission on Judicial 
Qualiącations, et al. v. Kansas Judicial Watch et al. 
C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 
1230. 

No. 11–841. Nipmuc Properties, LLC, et al. v. City of 
Meriden, Connecticut, et al. App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 130 Conn. App. 806, 25 A. 3d 714. 

No. 11–869. Perenguez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 781. 

No. 11–908. Felix v. City and County of Denver, Colo­
rado. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 
Fed. Appx. 702. 

No. 11–947. Simels v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 161. 

No. 11–6223. Sturdivant v. Kone Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 422 Fed. Appx. 198. 

No. 11–6701. Rendelman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 641 F. 3d 36. 

No. 11–7217. Fiorito v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 338. 

No. 11–7241. Ochoa Canales v. Thaler, Director, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institu­
tions Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7628. Higgins v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 405. 

No. 11–7658. Young v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 755. 
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No. 11–7738. Gudinas v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 895. 

No. 11–7750. Gena v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 399 Fed. Appx. 798. 

No. 11–7787. Vevea v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 63. 

No. 11–7792. Houser v. Pennsylvania. Sup. Ct. Pa. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 610 Pa. 264, 18 A. 3d 1128. 

No. 11–7910. Berrettini v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 114. 

No. 11–8074. Lipsey v. United Parcel Service, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 418 Fed. 
Appx. 544. 

No. 11–8089. Johnson v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8093. Lillard v. Tennessee. Ct. Crim. App. Tenn. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8094. Krantz v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8095. Mack v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8096. Stewart v. Welty et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 684. 

No. 11–8102. Cimino v. Bradt, Superintendent, Attica 
Correctional Facility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8106. Robinson-Reeder v. American Council on 
Education et al. Ct. App. D. C. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 17 A. 3d 1197. 

No. 11–8108. Shuler v. Neely, Superintendent, Lanes­
boro Correctional Institution, et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 682. 
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No. 11–8111. Mackay v. Keenan Mercedes Benz et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. 
Appx. 155. 

No. 11–8115. McNaughton v. Auburn Correctional Fa­
cility. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8117. Branch v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 638 F. 3d 1353. 

No. 11–8119. Stork v. McKinley et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 920. 

No. 11–8121. Johnson v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 
N. Y., 3d Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8122. Keeling v. Sturm. Sup. Ct. Pa. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8123. Jameson v. United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8126. Holmes v. Vazquez, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8128. Flores v. Horel, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8129. Casey v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8131. Jackson v. Thaler, Director, Texas Depart­
ment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Divi­
sion. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8137. Dixon v. Mississippi. Sup. Ct. Miss. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8139. Gordon v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8142. Perkins v. Georgia. Sup. Ct. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8148. Thompson v. Colorado. Ct. App. Colo. Cer­
tiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8152. Gibson v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8153. Weston v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1126, 1 N. E. 
3d 665. 

No. 11–8157. Young v. Trombley, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 499. 

No. 11–8158. Randolph v. California et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 396 Fed. Appx. 432. 

No. 11–8162. Rascon v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8163. Reid v. New Jersey. Sup. Ct. N. J. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 208 N. J. 368, 29 A. 3d 740. 

No. 11–8164. Cole v. Montes et al. App. Ct. Ill., 5th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 402 Ill. App. 3d 1210, 1 N. E. 
3d 129. 

No. 11–8165. Earl v. Roy, Commissioner, Minnesota De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8175. Salaam, aka Bell v. Taylor et al. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 406. 

No. 11–8229. Smith v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. N. Y., 
1st Jud. Dept. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 85 App. Div. 
3d 639, 926 N. Y. S. 2d 466. 

No. 11–8231. Witherspoon v. Howes, Warden. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8241. Brown v. Warren, Administrator, New Jer­
sey State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8243. Lyons v. Brandly et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 430 Fed. Appx. 377. 

No. 11–8252. Chase v. United States District Court for 
the District of Maryland. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 584. 
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No. 11–8326. Purcell v. Union Paciąc Railroad. C. A. 
8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 420 Fed. Appx. 650. 

No. 11–8328. Farwell v. Arizona. Ct. App. Ariz. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8353. Witasick v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 838. 

No. 11–8373. Lyons v. Michigan. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8382. McGhee v. United States et al. C. A. 6th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8391. Starkey v. Cameron, Superintendent, State 
Correctional Institution at Cresson, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8405. Birdette v. DAL Global Services, LLC. 
C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8408. Arnett v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 5th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 75 So. 3d 747. 

No. 11–8419. Cramer v. Utah. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 767. 

No. 11–8420. Clark v. Warren, Administrator, New Jer­
sey State Prison, et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8422. Carver v. Missouri. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8444. Pabst v. McKune, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 674. 

No. 11–8455. Seka v. McDaniel, Warden, et al. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 697. 

No. 11–8479. Lawler v. Horne, Attorney General of Ari­
zona, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8559. Linley v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8569. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 424. 
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No. 11–8570. Perez v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 435 Fed. Appx. 820. 

No. 11–8578. Thompkins v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8583. Baeza-Rosales v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 456 Fed. Appx. 639. 

No. 11–8590. Figueroa Rivera v. United States. C. A. 5th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 593. 

No. 11–8595. Mirza v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 454 Fed. Appx. 249. 

No. 11–8598. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 705. 

No. 11–8600. Young v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 428 Fed. Appx. 9. 

No. 11–8601. Weldon v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 467. 

No. 11–8604. Pugh v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 876. 

No. 11–8608. Diaz v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8615. Brown v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 725. 

No. 11–8616. Akard v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8617. Berry, aka Punch v. United States. C. A. 
D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 618 F. 3d 13. 

No. 11–8620. Price v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 434 Fed. Appx. 550. 

No. 11–8622. Tate v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8623. Isaguires-Varela v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 784. 
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No. 11–8625. Hamilton v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 841. 

No. 11–8626. Hinton v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 253. 

No. 11–8627. Houston v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 806. 

No. 11–8628. Martinez-Calderon v. United States. C. A. 
1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8637. Jones v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 639. 

No. 11–8639. Bloomgarden v. Federal Bureau of Prisons 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 
Fed. Appx. 487. 

No. 11–8647. Smith v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Fed. Appx. 99. 

No. 11–8649. Guevara v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 453. 

No. 11–8651. Garries v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 304. 

No. 11–8652. Hernandez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 454 Fed. Appx. 571. 

No. 11–8653. Gonzalez-Visoso v. United States. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 
246. 

No. 11–8656. Guyton v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 136. 

No. 11–8658. Hall v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. Appx. 685. 

No. 11–8660. Gilmore v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 438 Fed. Appx. 654. 

No. 11–8665. Medford v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 746. 
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No. 11–8670. Dobie, aka Parker, aka Waller v. United 
States. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 
Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 11–8671. Talbott v. Fisher, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 564. 

No. 11–8682. Nwaehiri v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8684. Munoz-Camarena v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 458 Fed. Appx. 588. 

No. 11–8685. Sanchez-Montano v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Fed. Appx. 590. 

No. 11–8688. Turner v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 404. 

No. 11–8691. Whiting v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 239. 

No. 11–8692. Rios Bueno v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 391. 

No. 11–8698. Dean v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8700. Lewis v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 310. 

No. 11–8701. Lee v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 465 Fed. Appx. 627. 

No. 11–8702. Kort v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 678. 

No. 11–8706. Vogelsang v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–527. Maikhio v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Motion 
of National Rifle Association of America, Inc., et al. for leave to 
file a brief as amici curiae granted. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 51 Cal. 4th 1074, 253 P. 3d 247. 

No. 11–8150. Whigum, aka Beck, aka Davis, aka Hamilton 
v. Florida et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice 
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Kagan took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. 

No. 11–8203. Diaby v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 442 
Fed. Appx. 26. 

No. 11–8629. Velasquez-Bosque v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the 
consideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 453 
Fed. Appx. 687. 

No. 11–8666. Sinclair v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 442 Fed. 
Appx. 74. 

No. 11–8690. Wright v. Mitchell, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 454 Fed. 
Appx. 227. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 11–559. Kauffman v. UPMC Presbyterian Shadyside 
Hospital et al., ante, p. 1114; 

No. 11–586. Anderson v. Vanguard Car Rental USA Inc., 
ante, p. 1114; 

No. 11–6711. Papadimitriou v. Papadimitriou, ante, p. 1160; 
No. 11–6854. Vann v. Wieneke et al., ante, p. 1118; 
No. 11–6882. In re Brown, ante, p. 1109; 
No. 11–6923. Bartee v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­

partment of Corrections, ante, p. 1119; 
No. 11–6982. Gottschalk v. State Bar of California, ante, 

p. 1120; 
No. 11–7066. Cunningham v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 

Department of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 1122; 
No. 11–7085. Bush v. Division of Human Rights et al., 

ante, p. 1123; 
No. 11–7151. Beale v. United States, ante, p. 1124; 
No. 11–7212. Emerson v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­

partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division, ante, p. 1161; 
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No. 11–7247. Griffin v. Kirkpatrick, Superintendent, 
Wende Correctional Facility, ante, p. 1161; 

No. 11–7413. Mitchell v. University Medical Center, 
Inc., ante, p. 1130; 

No. 11–7414. Francis v. United States, ante, p. 1130; and 
No. 11–7446. Morley v. Florida et al., ante, p. 1166. Peti­

tions for rehearing denied. 

March 7, 2012 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–9083 (11A839). Thurmond v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. 
Tex. Application for stay of execution of sentence of death, pre­
sented to Justice Scalia, and by him referred to the Court, 
denied. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–9089 (11A840). Towery v. Ryan, Director, Arizona 
Department of Corrections, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Appli­
cation for stay of execution of sentence of death, presented to 
Justice Kennedy, and by him referred to the Court, denied. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 673 F. 3d 933. 

March 19, 2012 

Certiorari Granted—Vacated and Remanded 

No. 11–5981. Stevens v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted, judgment vacated, and case re­
manded for further consideration in light of Reynolds v. United 
States, ante, p. 432. Reported below: 640 F. 3d 48. 

Certiorari Dismissed 

No. 11–8178. Jarvis v. Analytical Laboratory Services, 
Inc. C. A. 4th Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed 
in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this 
Court’s Rule 39.8. Reported below: 459 Fed. Appx. 292. 

No. 11–8263. Franklin v. Laughlin et al. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
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ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 177. 

No. 11–8290. McCright v. McGrath, Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
denied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. As 
petitioner has repeatedly abused this Court’s process, the Clerk 
is directed not to accept any further petitions in noncriminal mat­
ters from petitioner unless the docketing fee required by Rule 
38(a) is paid and the petition is submitted in compliance with Rule 
33.1. See Martin v. District of Columbia Court of Appeals, 506 
U. S. 1 (1992) (per curiam). 

No. 11–8367. Flores v. Department of Health and 
Human Services et al. C. A. D. C. Cir. Motion of petitioner 
for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied, and certiorari 
before judgment dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

No. 11–8482. Thornton v. Cavalin et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Motion of petitioner for leave to proceed in forma pauperis de­
nied, and certiorari dismissed. See this Court’s Rule 39.8. 

Miscellaneous Orders 

No. D–2604. In re Disbarment of Charles. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1052.] 

No. D–2605. In re Disbarment of Mabry. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1052.] 

No. D–2606. In re Disbarment of Lucas. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1052.] 

No. D–2607. In re Disbarment of Thompson. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1052.] 

No. D–2608. In re Disbarment of Morgan. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 

No. D–2609. In re Disbarment of Pearson. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 

No. D–2610. In re Disbarment of Woolverton. Disbar­
ment entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 
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No. D–2611. In re Disbarment of Shea. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 

No. D–2612. In re Disbarment of Rosen. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 

No. D–2613. In re Disbarment of Harman. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1053.] 

No. D–2615. In re Disbarment of Cotter. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. D–2616. In re Disbarment of Blau. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. D–2617. In re Disbarment of Hanna. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2618. In re Disbarment of Zodrow. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2619. In re Disbarment of Fox. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2621. In re Disbarment of Culpepper. Disbar­
ment entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2622. In re Disbarment of Moynihan. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2623. In re Disbarment of Melton. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1107.] 

No. D–2624. In re Discipline of Squire. Percy Squire, of 
Columbus, Ohio, is suspended from the practice of law in this 
Court, and a rule will issue, returnable within 40 days, requiring 
him to show cause why he should not be disbarred from the 
practice of law in this Court. 

No. D–2717. In re Disbarment of Adorno. Disbarment 
entered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. D–2718. In re Disbarment of Cruse. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. D–2719. In re Disbarment of Bartko. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 
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No. D–2721. In re Disbarment of Ford. Disbarment en­
tered. [For earlier order herein, see ante, p. 1054.] 

No. 11M59. El Falesteny v. Obama, President of the 
United States, et al. Motion for leave to file renewed motion 
under seal granted. Renewed motion for leave to file petition for 
writ of certiorari under seal granted. Justice Kagan took no 
part in the consideration or decision of these motions. 

No. 11M83. Carr v. Thaler, Director, Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions Division, 
et al.; 

No. 11M84. Muhammad v. Bethel et al.; 
No. 11M85. Hynoski v. Harmston et al.; and 
No. 11M86. Castleberry v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida 

Department of Corrections, et al. Motions to direct the 
Clerk to file petitions for writs of certiorari out of time denied. 

No. 140, Orig. Louisiana et al. v. Bryson, Secretary of 
Commerce, et al. Motion for leave to file bill of complaint 
denied. 

No. 11–7344. Faison v. Weaver et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Mo­
tion of petitioner for reconsideration of order denying leave to 
proceed in forma pauperis [ante, p. 1153] denied. 

No. 11–8253. Furda v. Maryland. Ct. App. Md.; 
No. 11–8254. Glaser v. ENZO Biochem, Inc., et al. C. A. 

4th Cir.; 
No. 11–8318. Clemente v. New York. App. Div., Sup. Ct. 

N. Y., 2d Jud. Dept.; 
No. 11–8347. Bakarr v. Holder, Attorney General. 

C. A. 4th Cir.; 
No. 11–8636. Loyola v. Donahoe, Postmaster General. 

C. A. 9th Cir.; and 
No. 11–8863. Graham v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Mo­

tions of petitioners for leave to proceed in forma pauperis denied. 
Petitioners are allowed until April 9, 2012, within which to pay 
the docketing fees required by Rule 38(a) and to submit petitions 
in compliance with Rule 33.1 of the Rules of this Court. 

No. 11–8759. In re Jones. Petition for writ of mandamus 
denied. 
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No. 11–8740. In re Crawford. Petition for writ of manda­
mus denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

Certiorari Granted 

No. 10–930. Ryan, Director, Arizona Department of Cor­
rections v. Valencia Gonzales. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
granted. Reported below: 623 F. 3d 1242. 

No. 11–218. Tibbals, Warden v. Carter. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Motion of respondent for leave to proceed in forma pauperis 
granted. Certiorari granted. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 329. 

Certiorari Denied 

No. 11–415. Ramirez-Villalpando, aka Ramirez v. 
Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 645 F. 3d 1035. 

No. 11–540. North Las Vegas Police Department et al. 
v. Conatser, Individually and as Special Administrator of 
the Estate of Conatser, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 932. 

No. 11–603. Roberts v. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
647 F. 3d 1334. 

No. 11–606. Leiferman Enterprises, LLC, dba Harmon 
AutoGlass et al. v. National Labor Relations Board. 
C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 873. 

No. 11–613. Erie County, New York v. Cash. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 324. 

No. 11–692. Rivera v. PNS Stores, Inc. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 188. 

No. 11–693. Sterling Jewelers Inc. v. Jock et al. C. A. 
2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 113. 

No. 11–700. Norris et al. v. California Coastal Commis­
sion et al. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–716. Zachary v. Finnan. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 436 Fed. Appx. 682. 
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No. 11–717. Utilities Optimization Group, L. L. C. v. TIN, 
Inc., dba Temple-Inland. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 440 Fed. Appx. 249. 

No. 11–744. Alpha Delta Chi-Delta Chapter, San Diego 
State University, et al. v. Reed, Chancellor, California 
State University, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 648 F. 3d 790. 

No. 11–758. J. M. W. v. T. I. Z. et al. Sup. Ct. Utah. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 2011 UT 38, 266 P. 3d 702. 

No. 11–839. Rojas v. Roman Catholic Diocese of Roches­
ter et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
660 F. 3d 98. 

No. 11–840. Doe v. Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. 
Louis et al. Ct. App. Mo., Eastern Dist. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 347 S. W. 3d 588. 

No. 11–846. China Minmetals Corp. et al. v. Animal Sci­
ence Products, Inc.; and 

No. 11–847. Sinosteel Corp. et al. v. Animal Science 
Products, Inc., et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Re­
ported below: 654 F. 3d 462. 

No. 11–856. Kirkland et ux. v. Wayne County, Michigan, 
et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–858. Rabb v. Cuyahoga Metropolitan Housing Au­
thority. Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga County. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011-Ohio-2287. 

No. 11–861. Summitwood Development, LLC, et al. v. 
Roberts et al. App. Ct. Conn. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 130 Conn. App. 792, 25 A. 3d 721. 

No. 11–863. Smith v. Friedman et al. Ct. App. Md. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–865. Eddington v. Texas et al. Sup. Ct. Tex. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–867. Holkesvig v. Moore. Sup. Ct. N. D. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 2011 ND 199, 806 N. W. 2d 438. 
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No. 11–871. Aerotel, Ltd. v. Telco Group, Inc., et al. 
C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 433 Fed. 
Appx. 903. 

No. 11–872. New York v. Wingate. Ct. App. N. Y. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 17 N. Y. 3d 469, 957 N. E. 2d 255. 

No. 11–875. Riley v. America’s Wholesale Lender et al. 
Ct. App. Cal., 4th App. Dist., Div. 1. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–877. Weitz Co., LLC v. Tremco Incorporated of 
Ohio. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 
Fed. Appx. 426. 

No. 11–879. Apotex, Inc., et al. v. Unigene Laboratories, 
Inc., et al. C. A. Fed. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 655 F. 3d 1352. 

No. 11–888. Bradley et al. v. Sebelius, Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 38. 

No. 11–897. Duran v. J. C. Reąnishing Contracting Corp. 
et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 421 
Fed. Appx. 20. 

No. 11–901. Pipeątters Local 636 Insurance Fund et al. 
v. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 618. 

No. 11–913. Intercity Auto Sales, Inc. v. Evans et al. 
Ct. App. Ohio, Cuyahoga County. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 2011-Ohio-1378. 

No. 11–916. Mitchell et al. v. ConAgra Foods, Inc. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 
911. 

No. 11–919. Madero Blasquez et al. v. Salazar, Secre­
tary of the Interior, et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 1240. 

No. 11–929. Purcell, Individually and as Personal Rep­
resentative of the Estate of Purcell, Deceased v. United 
States. C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 
F. 3d 463. 
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No. 11–937. McLain v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 646 F. 3d 599. 

No. 11–944. Garcia Adames v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 353 S. W. 3d 854. 

No. 11–957. PNH, Inc., et al. v. Alfa Laval Flow, Inc. 
Sup. Ct. Ohio. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 130 Ohio 
St. 3d 278, 2011-Ohio-4398, 958 N. E. 2d 120. 

No. 11–966. Morgan v. Hardy, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 662 F. 3d 790. 

No. 11–973. Moore v. State of Georgia Sexual Offender 
Registration Review Board. Ct. App. Ga. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–985. Puttick v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 833. 

No. 11–991. Hill v. Lawson Realty Co., dba Portsmouth 
Estates Associates. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–1001. Sterling Chemicals, Inc., et al. v. Evans 
et al. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 660 
F. 3d 862. 

No. 11–1005. Poulsen v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 492. 

No. 11–1012. Etherly v. Gaetz, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–1029. Yielding v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 688. 

No. 11–6228. Thompson v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 431 Fed. Appx. 2. 

No. 11–6580. Powell v. Massachusetts. Sup. Jud. Ct. 
Mass. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 459 Mass. 572, 946 
N. E. 2d 114. 

No. 11–6893. Pacheco v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 6th 
App. Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 194 Cal. App. 
4th 343, 124 Cal. Rptr. 3d 308. 
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No. 11–7103. Castellanos-Barba, aka Barba Castella­
nos, aka Franco, aka Castellanos, aka Orozco Ramirez v. 
United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 648 F. 3d 1130. 

No. 11–7257. Barnette v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 192. 

No. 11–7284. Rios-Cortes v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 332. 

No. 11–7365. McClain v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 862. 

No. 11–7377. Montgomery v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 635 F. 3d 1074. 

No. 11–7731. Shavanaux v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 993. 

No. 11–7763. Apanovitch v. Bobby, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 648 F. 3d 434. 

No. 11–7795. Santiago Renteria v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. 
Tex. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–7932. Miles v. Maryland. Ct. App. Md. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 421 Md. 596, 28 A. 3d 667. 

No. 11–7970. Otte v. Robinson, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 594. 

No. 11–7982. McCray v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 71 So. 3d 848. 

No. 11–8170. Sinkąeld v. Morgan, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8172. Smith v. Lonestar Construction, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. 
Appx. 475. 

No. 11–8173. Rhoades v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 8 A. 3d 912. 

No. 11–8174. Sealed Petitioner v. Sealed Respondent 
et al. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8176. Dickinson v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011 Ark. 413. 

No. 11–8177. Davis v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8180. Smith v. Illinois. Sup. Ct. Ill. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 237 Ill. 2d 285, 930 N. E. 2d 974. 

No. 11–8183. Ofor v. U. S. Bank, N. A., et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 649 F. 3d 808. 

No. 11–8191. Lopez v. Kernan, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 962. 

No. 11–8192. Johnson v. Minnesota. Sup. Ct. Minn. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 801 N. W. 2d 173. 

No. 11–8194. Kirkland v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8195. Johnson v. Doe et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8196. Rutledge v. Lassen County, California, 
et al. C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8197. Starks v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Ill. App. 3d 1159, 2 N. E. 
3d 666. 

No. 11–8200. Scott v. Marshall, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8201. Millhouse v. New York Department of Cor­
rectional Services et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 41. 

No. 11–8204. Camp v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8205. Williams v. Georgia et al. Ct. App. Ga. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 308 Ga. App. XXI. 

No. 11–8206. Uzamere v. Cuomo, Governor of New York, 
et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8207. Walton v. Alston et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8213. Askins v. Hartley, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 768. 

No. 11–8214. Blankenship v. Allen, Judge, County Court 
of Florida, Escambia County. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8216. Pulido v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 3d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8219. Merilien v. Tutin. Super. Ct. Fulton County, 
Ga. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8221. Payne v. Epps, Commissioner, Mississippi De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8226. Dutkevitch v. PA Cyber Charter School 
et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 
Fed. Appx. 177. 

No. 11–8227. Downing v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 284. 

No. 11–8228. Quintanilla v. Thaler, Director, Texas De­
partment of Criminal Justice, Correctional Institutions 
Division. C. A. 5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 
443 Fed. Appx. 919. 

No. 11–8245. Marsh v. Booker, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8246. Johnson v. United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Virginia. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 397. 

No. 11–8251. Scott v. Byars, Director, South Carolina 
Department of Corrections, et al. Sup. Ct. S. C. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8260. Woods v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 77 So. 3d 1262. 
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No. 11–8261. Zanders v. Ferko et al. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 158. 

No. 11–8271. Flores v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8273. Greer v. Oklahoma. Ct. Crim. App. Okla. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8274. El Bey, aka Savall, aka Sakim v. Davis et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. 
Appx. 276. 

No. 11–8275. Cuffy v. Florida. C. A. 11th Cir. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8277. Bernard v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 14th Dist. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8281. Pham v. Florida. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari de­
nied. Reported below: 70 So. 3d 485. 

No. 11–8285. Kendrick v. Indiana. Ct. App. Ind. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 947 N. E. 2d 509. 

No. 11–8287. Swisher v. Indiana. Ct. App. Ind. Certiorari 
denied. Reported below: 951 N. E. 2d 8. 

No. 11–8293. Ernandez v. Merrill Lynch. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 293. 

No. 11–8295. Blanco v. McDonald, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8296. Bailey v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 3d Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8304. Alston v. Winthrop University Police De­
partment et al. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported 
below: 431 Fed. Appx. 226. 

No. 11–8305. McKinnon v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 610, 259 P. 3d 1186. 

No. 11–8307. Obi v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 
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No. 11–8308. Ford v. Thomas, Warden, et al. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8311. Murphy v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 1st Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 408 Ill. App. 3d 1125, 1 N. E. 
3d 664. 

No. 11–8314. Middleton v. Motley Rice LLC. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 651. 

No. 11–8315. Nikolova v. Ivanov. Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8321. Schuh v. Pollard et al. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8323. Conley v. Keys et al. C. A. 7th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8324. Dempsey v. Cain, Warden. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 333. 

No. 11–8329. Kamana’o v. Frank et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 631. 

No. 11–8331. Juarez v. California. Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. 
Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8337. McCarthy v. Pollard, Warden. C. A. 7th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 478. 

No. 11–8340. Matthews v. Kubinski et al. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8341. Johnson v. Clarke, Director, Virginia De­
partment of Corrections. C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 387. 

No. 11–8342. Johnson v. United States et al. C. A. 8th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8348. Ringgold-Lockhart et al. v. Sankary et al. 
Ct. App. Cal., 2d App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8350. Clark v. California. Sup. Ct. Cal. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 52 Cal. 4th 856, 261 P. 3d 243. 
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No. 11–8351. Castleberry v. Ace American Insurance/ 
ESIS. Ct. App. Tex., 6th Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8361. Sims v. United States et al. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8370. Morales v. Lewis, Acting Warden. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8381. Pinkard v. John Daly Boulevard Associates. 
Ct. App. Cal., 1st App. Dist. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8392. Guzman Salcedo v. Ollison, Warden. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8397. Wallace v. Hill, Acting Warden, et al. 
C. A. 9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8404. Kourouma v. Holder, Attorney General. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. 
Appx. 638. 

No. 11–8411. Carter v. Florida. Dist. Ct. App. Fla., 4th 
Dist. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 70 So. 3d 598. 

No. 11–8434. McGuire v. United States District Court 
for the Middle District of Florida. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8438. Shortt v. Virginia. Sup. Ct. Va. Certiorari 
denied. 

No. 11–8439. Bayas v. Texas. Ct. App. Tex., 8th Dist. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8451. Becker v. Clermont County Prosecutor. 
C. A. 6th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. 
Appx. 438. 

No. 11–8456. Oke v. Ohio. Sup. Ct. Ohio. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 129 Ohio St. 3d 1447, 2011-Ohio-4217, 951 N. E. 
2d 1044. 

No. 11–8458. Lotter v. Houston, Warden. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8467. Storey v. Vasbinder, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 657 F. 3d 372. 

No. 11–8485. Pandey v. Russell et al. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 56. 

No. 11–8496. Ford v. Washington. Sup. Ct. Wash. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 171 Wash. 2d 185, 250 P. 3d 97. 

No. 11–8499. Isaac v. Holder, Attorney General, et al. 
C. A. D. C. Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 427 Fed. 
Appx. 7. 

No. 11–8500. Gallegos v. Bravo, Warden, et al. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 
624. 

No. 11–8502. Hanes v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8506. Hatąeld v. Jeffreys, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8518. Reese v. Kelly, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8532. Carter v. Yates, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8533. Caron v. Tucker, Secretary, Florida De­
partment of Corrections. Sup. Ct. Fla. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 74 So. 3d 1082. 

No. 11–8542. Ponton v. Vericrest Financial, Inc., et al. 
C. A. 3d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 446 Fed. 
Appx. 427. 

No. 11–8544. Vaval v. Holder, Attorney General. C. A. 
2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 426 Fed. Appx. 15. 

No. 11–8566. Sedillo v. Hatch, Warden. C. A. 10th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 95. 

No. 11–8576. Moore v. Stevenson, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 454 Fed. Appx. 148. 

No. 11–8577. Nnaji v. United States; and 
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No. 11–8764. Nnaji v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 447 Fed. Appx. 558. 

No. 11–8591. McPherson v. Texas. Ct. Crim. App. Tex. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8593. Bubrick v. Johnson, Warden, et al. C. A. 
11th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8594. Evans v. Collins, Warden. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8607. Edwards v. Hobbs, Director, Arkansas De­
partment of Correction. Sup. Ct. Ark. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011 Ark. 336. 

No. 11–8638. Smith v. Murphy, Warden, et al. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8640. Bissett v. Beau Rivage Resorts, Inc. C. A. 
5th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 148. 

No. 11– 8654. Hoxter v. Pennsylvania. Super. Ct. Pa. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 23 A. 3d 586. 

No. 11–8661. Buchanan v. South Carolina. Sup. Ct. S. C. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8676. Carter v. Lappin, Director, Federal Bu­
reau of Prisons, et al. C. A. 8th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8680. Watson v. Lewis et al. C. A. 1st Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8687. Teninty v. McHugh, Secretary of the Army. 
C. A. 7th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. 
Appx. 92. 

No. 11–8696. Tierney v. Espinada, Warden, et al. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8704. Norwood v. McGowan. C. A. 8th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. 

No. 11–8709. Lewis v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 451 Fed. Appx. 643. 
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No. 11–8711. Torres-Rosario v. United States. C. A. 1st 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 110. 

No. 11–8715. Carr v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 251. 

No. 11–8717. Myers v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8719. Howard v. UNC Healthcare System et al. 
C. A. 4th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. 
Appx. 666. 

No. 11–8724. Cruz-Arellanes v. United States. C. A. 
10th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 
408. 

No. 11–8726. Inman v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 429. 

No. 11–8727. Ford v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8730. Kearns v. United States District Court for 
the Western District of North Carolina. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 852. 

No. 11–8734. Huard v. United States. C. A. 1st Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8738. Greene v. Humphrey, Warden. C. A. 11th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 1145. 

No. 11–8741. Miracle v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 461 Fed. Appx. 362. 

No. 11–8742. Ortiz v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 314. 

No. 11–8743. Leyva v. United States. C. A. 10th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 442 Fed. Appx. 376. 

No. 11–8746. Santillan v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 458 Fed. Appx. 601. 

No. 11–8747. Stinson v. United States; and 
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No. 11–8811. Grifąn v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 647 F. 3d 1196. 

No. 11–8756. Pomales v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8765. Akande v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 112. 

No. 11–8768. Wright v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 651 F. 3d 764. 

No. 11–8770. Henderson v. Illinois. App. Ct. Ill., 2d Dist. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 409 Ill. App. 3d 1169, 2 N. E. 
3d 670. 

No. 11–8771. Freeman v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 200. 

No. 11–8777. Hartzog v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 444 Fed. Appx. 63. 

No. 11–8779. Lawrence v. United States. C. A. D. C. Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 662 F. 3d 551. 

No. 11–8782. Garcia v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8786. Dorsey v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 680. 

No. 11–8795. Mosley v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 462 Fed. Appx. 619. 

No. 11–8796. Propst v. Owens, Warden. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 274. 

No. 11–8807. Sufi v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 672. 

No. 11–8808. Montague v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 833. 

No. 11–8810. Hardeman v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 449 Fed. Appx. 408. 

No. 11–8812. McClain v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 
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No. 11–8814. George v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8816. Hayes v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 772. 

No. 11–8822. Guevara v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8833. Gilyard v. Chandler, Warden. C. A. 7th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8840. Thomas v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8842. Liggins v. United States. Ct. App. D. C. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 31 A. 3d 1233. 

No. 11–8843. Martin v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8845. Moya-Breton v. United States. C. A. 10th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 439 Fed. Appx. 711. 

No. 11–8847. Aguilar-Reyes v. United States. C. A. 9th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 653 F. 3d 1053. 

No. 11–8852. Yarbrough v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 186. 

No. 11–8855. Barner v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8862. Sherrills v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 432 Fed. Appx. 476. 

No. 11–8865. Diaz-Rodriguez, aka Cuco v. United States. 
C. A. 1st Cir. Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8870. Newsome v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8880. Perez-Lopez v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 452 Fed. Appx. 527. 

No. 11–8881. Newson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 385. 
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No. 11–8882. McNeil v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8883. Betts v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 458 Fed. Appx. 630. 

No. 11–8887. Gloss v. United States. C. A. 6th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 317. 

No. 11–8890. Leon v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 663 F. 3d 552. 

No. 11–8893. Miell v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 661 F. 3d 995. 

No. 11–8895. Rogers v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 457 Fed. Appx. 268. 

No. 11–8898. Vaughn v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 453 Fed. Appx. 424. 

No. 11–8901. Vasquez v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 654 F. 3d 880. 

No. 11–8904. Clark v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 468 Fed. Appx. 102. 

No. 11–8905. Darby v. United States. C. A. 4th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Reported below: 455 Fed. Appx. 329. 

No. 11–8906. Johnson v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. 

No. 11–8910. Dickey v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 437 Fed. Appx. 851. 

No. 11–8911. Brooks v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 448 Fed. Appx. 27. 

No. 11–8913. Morganąeld v. United States. C. A. 5th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 450 Fed. Appx. 400. 

No. 11–8917. Taylor v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. 

No. 11–8918. Chvelidze v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 655 F. 3d 114. 
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No. 11–8919. Casteel v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 663 F. 3d 1013. 

No. 11–8922. Cisneros-Resendiz v. United States. C. A. 
9th Cir. Certiorari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 1015. 

No. 11–8926. Wheeler v. United States. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Reported below: 443 Fed. Appx. 403. 

No. 11–343. Segal v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 644 F. 3d 364. 

No. 11–842. City of New York, New York v. Mullins 
et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor 
took no part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Re­
ported below: 653 F. 3d 104. 

No. 11–852. City of Hugo, Oklahoma, et al. v. Buchanan 
et al. C. A. 10th Cir. Motion of Tarrant Regional Water Dis­
trict for leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certio­
rari denied. Reported below: 656 F. 3d 1251. 

No. 11–857. Maslow et al. v. Board of Elections in the 
City of New York. C. A. 2d Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice 
Sotomayor took no part in the consideration or decision of this 
petition. Reported below: 658 F. 3d 291. 

No. 11–974. Holiday Inn Franchising, Inc., nka Holiday 
Hospitality Franchising, Inc. v. Hotel Associates, Inc. 
Ct. App. Ark. Motion of International Franchise Association for 
leave to file a brief as amicus curiae granted. Certiorari denied. 
Reported below: 2011 Ark. App. 147, 382 S. W. 3d 6. 

No. 11–976. Makas v. Miraglia et al. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consid­
eration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 435 Fed. 
Appx. 51. 

No. 11–1003. Reyes v. United States. C. A. 9th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Breyer and Justice Kagan took no 
part in the consideration or decision of this petition. Reported 
below: 660 F. 3d 454. 

No. 11–7603. Mitchell v. United States. C. A. 3d Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 652 F. 3d 387. 
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No. 11–8349. Fairbank v. Ayers, Warden. C. A. 9th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Breyer took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. Reported below: 650 F. 3d 1243. 

No. 11–8784. Hollis v. United States. C. A. 7th Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. Reported below: 445 Fed. Appx. 888. 

No. 11–8815. Gonzalez v. United States. C. A. 8th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8818. Forbes v. United States. C. A. 2d Cir. Cer­
tiorari denied. Justice Sotomayor took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8828. Daniel v. Haynes, Warden. C. A. 11th Cir. 
Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consider­
ation or decision of this petition. 

No. 11–8830. Diaz-Gutierrez v. United States. C. A. 4th 
Cir. Certiorari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the con­
sideration or decision of this petition. Reported below: 429 Fed. 
Appx. 352. 

No. 11–8856. Brown v. United States District Court for 
the Northern District of Georgia. C. A. 11th Cir. Certio­
rari denied. Justice Kagan took no part in the consideration 
or decision of this petition. 

Rehearing Denied 

No. 10–9792. Ramadan v. United States, ante, p. 1177; 
No. 10–11078. Reyes v. Ryan, Director, Arizona Depart­

ment of Corrections, et al., ante, p. 1110; 
No. 10–11180. Neal v. Ford Motor Co., ante, p. 1156; 
No. 11–442. Khazaeli v. City of Concord, California, 

et al., ante, p. 1111; 
No. 11–449. Khazaeli v. Johnson et al., ante, p. 1111; 
No. 11–483. Pullos v. Alliance Laundry Systems, LLC, 

ante, p. 1178; 
No. 11–484. Martin v. Howard University et al., ante, 

p. 1174; 
No. 11–6477. Collins v. Ledezma, Warden, ante, p. 1180; 
No. 11–6862. Selden v. Florida et al., ante, p. 1118; 
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No. 11–6887. Charley v. Orangeburg County Sheriff’s 
Department et al., ante, p. 1118; 

No. 11–6986. Hendricks v. Virginia, ante, p. 1120; 
No. 11–7021. Cromer v. Bodison, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 1121; 
No. 11–7027. Martinez v. United States District Court 

for the District of New Mexico (two judgments), ante, 
p. 1121; 

No. 11–7129. Jones v. Kansas, ante, p. 1160; 
No. 11–7139. Taylor v. Steele, Warden, ante, p. 1161; 
No. 11–7251. Kelley v. Bruzzese et al., ante, p. 1161; 
No. 11–7282. Parker v. Tim Lally Chevrolet, ante, p. 1162; 
No. 11–7333. Nails v. Ultimate Business Solutions, ante, 

p. 1163; 
No. 11–7452. Bear v. Fayram, Warden, ante, p. 1166; 
No. 11–7484. Jones-El v. Dormire, Superintendent, Jef­

ferson City Correctional Center, et al., ante, p. 1167; 
No. 11–7599. Trevino v. Gutierrez, Warden, et al., ante, 

p. 1167; and 
No. 11–7703. Askin v. West Virginia, ante, p. 1168. Peti­

tions for rehearing denied. 
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I N D E X 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW. See Constitutional Law, IX; Immigra­

tion Law, 1. 

ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE. See Constitutional Law, I; IV, 1; 
VII, 1. 

AGGRAVATED FELONY CONVICTIONS. See Immigration Law, 2. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT. See Constitutional 

Law, VI. 

ANTITERRORISM AND EFFECTIVE DEATH PENALTY ACT OF 

1996. See Constitutional Law, I; VII; Habeas Corpus, 1, 2, 
3, 5. 

APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL. See Habeas Corpus, 6.
 

APPORTIONMENT. See Voting Rights Act of 1965.
 

“ARBITRARY AND CAPRICIOUS” STANDARD OF REVIEW. See
 
Immigration Law, 1. 

ARBITRATION. See Federal Arbitration Act. 

ASBESTOS. See Locomotive Inspection Act. 

ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL. See Habeas Corpus, 4. 

BERNE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF LITERARY 

AND ARTISTIC WORKS. See Constitutional Law, II; V. 

BIVENS ACTIONS. See Constitutional Law, III. 

CALIFORNIA. See Constitutional Law, IX; Federal Meat Inspec­

tion Act. 

CAPITAL CASES. See Habeas Corpus, 6. 

CERTIFICATES OF APPEALABILITY. See Habeas Corpus, 1. 

CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1871. 

Investigation of gang member for shooting—Search of home pursuant 
to warrant—Reasonable belief of fair probability of finding relevant evi-
dence.—Where police officers investigating a known gang member for 

1279 
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CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1871—Continued. 
shooting at his ex-girlfriend searched respondents’ home pursuant to a 
warrant authorizing a search for all guns and gang-related materials, offi­
cers were entitled to qualified immunity from damages in respondents’ 
ensuing 42 U. S. C. § 1983 suit because officers reasonably believed they 
had a fair probability of finding illegal firearms and other evidence rele­
vant to crime. Messerschmidt v. Millender, p. 535. 

CLERGY. See Constitutional Law, VI. 

COMPULSORY SELF-INCRIMINATION. See Constitutional Law, 

VII, 2. 

CONCURRENT JURISDICTION. See Telephone Consumer Protec­

tion Act of 1991. 

CONFESSIONS. See Constitutional Law, VII, 1. 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. 

I. Confrontation of witnesses. 

Retrial—Witness availability.—State’s efforts to secure presence of a 
witness in respondent’s retrial were reasonable under this Court’s Con­
frontation Clause precedents; thus, Seventh Circuit erred in not according 
deference to state court’s decision to treat witness as unavailable and 
allow her previous testimony to be read in court. Hardy v. Cross, p. 65. 

II. Copyright Clause. 

Uruguay Round Agreements Act—Restoration of copyright.—Section 
514 of Uruguay Round Agreements Act—which grants works enjoying 
copyright protection in member countries of Berne Convention for Protec­
tion of Literary and Artistic Works same full term of protection available 
to United States works—does not exceed Congress’ authority under Copy­
right Clause. Golan v. Holder, p. 302. 

III. Cruel and unusual punishment. 

Prisoner’s medical care—Privately managed federal prison—Bivens 
action versus state tort law action.—Eighth Amendment does not imply 
an action under Bivens v. Six Unknown Fed. Narcotics Agents, 403 U. S. 
388, against employees of a privately managed federal prison accused of 
giving respondent inadequate medical care, since state tort law authorizes 
adequate alternative damages actions that provide both significant deter­
rence and compensation. Minneci v. Pollard, p. 118. 

IV. Due process. 

1. Eyewitness identification—Reliability of evidence.—Due Process 
Clause does not require a preliminary judicial inquiry into reliability of 
eyewitness identification when identification was not procured under un­

jr2710
Sticky Note
None set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
MigrationNone set by jr2710

jr2710
Sticky Note
Unmarked set by jr2710



INDEX 1281 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW.—Continued.
 
necessarily suggestive circumstances arranged by law enforcement.
 
Perry v. New Hampshire, p. 228.
 

2. Failure to disclose police evidence—Brady violation.—Prosecution’s 
failure to disclose police files containing eyewitness statements that were 
plainly material violated Brady v. Maryland, 373 U. S. 83. Smith v. 
Cain, p. 73. 

V. Freedom of expression. 

Uruguay Round Agreements Act—Restoration of copyright.—First 
Amendment does not inhibit restoration of copyright authorized by § 514 
of Uruguay Round Agreements Act, which grants works enjoying copy­
right protection in member countries of Berne Convention for Protection 
of Literary and Artistic Works same full term of protection available to 
United States works. Golan v. Holder, p. 302. 

VI. Freedom of religion. 

Employment discrimination laws—Ministerial exception.—“Ministe­
rial exception” grounded in Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses bars 
employment discrimination suits brought on behalf of ministers against 
their churches; here, exception required dismissal of plaintiff-minister’s 
Americans with Disabilities Act claim against her religious employer. 
Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church and School v. EEOC, p. 171. 

VII. Privilege against self-incrimination. 

1. Custodial interrogation techniques—Miranda warnings.—Sixth 
Circuit erred in overturning Ohio Supreme Court’s judgment affirming 
respondent’s murder conviction; although Ohio police did not give Dixon 
Miranda warnings before his forgery confession, admission of his subse­
quent murder confession was consistent with this Court’s precedents. 
Bobby v. Dixon, p. 23. 

2. Questioning of prisoner about events outside prison—Custody for 
Miranda purposes.—Sixth Circuit’s federal habeas ruling erred in holding 
that Supreme Court precedent establishes categorical rule that a prisoner 
who is taken aside and questioned about events occurring outside prison 
is necessarily in custody within meaning of Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U. S. 
436. Howes v. Fields, p. 499. 

VIII. Searches and seizures. 

1. Global-Positioning-System—Monitoring of vehicle.—Government’s 
attachment of a GPS device to respondent’s vehicle, and use of that device 
to monitor vehicle’s movements, constitutes a Fourth Amendment search. 
United States v. Jones, p. 400. 

2. Warrantless home entry—Police fear of imminent violence.—Ninth 
Circuit erred in concluding that petitioner officers’ entry into respondents’ 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW.—Continued.
 
home violated Fourth Amendment, since District Court’s findings showed
 
officers had an objectively reasonable basis for fearing imminent violence.
 
Ryburn v. Huff, p. 469.
 

IX. Supremacy Clause. 

State Medicaid providers and beneficiaries—Actions to enjoin Medic­
aid rate reductions.—Ninth Circuit is to consider in first instance question 
whether respondents—Medicaid providers and beneficiaries seeking to en­
join California’s rate reductions on ground that they were pre-empted by 
federal Medicaid law—may maintain Supremacy Clause actions now that 
federal agency that administers federal Medicaid program has approved 
rate reductions. Douglas v. Independent Living Center of Southern Cal., 
Inc., p. 606. 

COPYRIGHT CLAUSE. See Constitutional Law, II. 

CREDIT REPAIR ORGANIZATIONS ACT. See Federal Arbitration 

Act, 2. 

CRIMINAL LAW. See Civil Rights Act of 1871; Constitutional 

Law, I; IV; VII; VIII; Habeas Corpus; Immigration Law, 2; Sex 

Offender Registration and Notification Act. 

CUSTODIAL INTERROGATION. See Constitutional Law, VII. 

DEPORTATION OF ALIENS. See Immigration Law. 

DISCLOSURE OF EVIDENCE. See Constitutional Law, IV, 2. 

EIGHTH AMENDMENT. See Constitutional Law, III. 

ELECTION LAW. See Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

ELECTRONIC TRACKING DEVICE. See Constitutional Law, 

VIII, 1. 

EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION. See Constitutional Law, VI. 

EQUAL-FOOTING DOCTRINE. See Riparian Rights. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF RELIGION. See Constitutional Law, VI. 

EVIDENCE. See Constitutional Law, I; IV; VII, 1; Habeas Cor­

pus, 1. 

EXPERT TESTIMONY. See Habeas Corpus, 1. 

EYEWITNESS EVIDENCE. See Constitutional Law, I. 

FAIR USE DEFENSE. See Constitutional Law, V. 
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FEDERAL ARBITRATION ACT. 

1. Enforcement of arbitration agreement—Arbitrability of pendant 
claims.—Where complaint was held to contain some nonarbitrable claims, 
Florida Court of Appeal failed to give proper effect to Act’s directive that 
courts enforce arbitration agreements when it affirmed denial of motion 
to compel arbitration without addressing whether any of remaining claims 
were arbitrable. KPMG LLP v. Cocchi, p. 18. 

2. Enforcement of binding arbitration agreement—Credit Repair Or­
ganizations Act violations.—Because Credit Repair Organizations Act is 
silent on whether CROA claims can proceed in an arbitrable forum, Fed­
eral Arbitration Act requires respondents’ claims to proceed according to 
credit card agreement’s binding arbitration terms. CompuCredit Corp. v. 
Greenwood, p. 95. 

3. Predispute arbitration agreements—West Virginia nursing homes— 
Negligence.—By holding unenforceable all predispute arbitration agree­
ments that apply to claims of personal injury or wrongful death against 
nursing homes, Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia did not follow 
controlling federal law, which requires state courts to enforce Act with 
respect to all arbitration agreements covered by that statute. Marmet 
Health Care Center, Inc. v. Brown, p. 530. 

FEDERAL MEAT INSPECTION ACT. 

Pre-emption—California Penal Code—Swine slaughterhouse prohibi­
tions.—Act expressly pre-empts California Penal Code prohibition on 
swine slaughterhouse sale, receipt, butchering, and processing of nonam­
bulatory animals, as well as mandate of immediate euthanasia for such 
animals. National Meat Assn. v. Harris, p. 452. 

FEDERAL-QUESTION JURISDICTION. See Telephone Consumer 

Protection Act of 1991. 

FEDERAL-STATE RELATIONS. See Constitutional Law, IX; Fed­

eral Arbitration Act, 3; Federal Meat Inspection Act; Locomo­

tive Inspection Act. 

FIFTH AMENDMENT. See Constitutional Law, VII, 2. 

FIRST AMENDMENT. See Constitutional Law, V, VI. 

FOURTEENTH AMENDMENT. See Civil Rights Act of 1871, VI. 

FOURTH AMENDMENT. See Civil Rights Act of 1871; Constitu­

tional Law, VIII. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. See Constitutional Law, V. 

FREE EXERCISE OF RELIGION. See Constitutional Law, VI. 
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1284 INDEX 

HABEAS CORPUS. See also Constitutional Law, VII, 2. 

1. Cause of death evidence—Conflicting expert medical testimony.— 
Because jury’s verdict of guilt for assault on a child resulting in death was 
supported by record and not objectively unreasonable, Ninth Circuit 
plainly erred in concluding that experts’ conflicting evidence about infant’s 
cause of death was insufficient to support a finding of guilt beyond a rea­
sonable doubt. Cavazos v. Smith, p. 1. 

2. Certificate of appealability—Showing constitutional-right denial— 
One-year statute of limitations.—Title 28 U. S. C. § 2253(c)’s requirement 
that a certificate of appealability indicate what specific issue satisfies a 
habeas petitioner’s showing of denial of a constitutional right is a manda­
tory but nonjurisdictional rule; § 2244(d)(1)(A)’s 1-year limitations period 
begins to run for a state prisoner who forgoes review in a State’s highest 
court when time for seeking such review expires. Gonzalez v. Thaler, 
p. 134. 

3. Nondisclosure of police activity sheet—Examination of state-court 
decision for unreasonable grounds.—Failure to disclose an activity sheet 
prior to trial, which Lambert argues suggests that someone other than, or 
in addition to, himself was involved in a robbery and double homicide, and 
which state courts found not to be exculpatory but both ambiguous and 
speculative for numerous reasons, cannot provide basis for Lambert’s re­
lease or retrial unless each ground supporting state-court decision is ex­
amined and found to be unreasonable under 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d). Wetzel 
v. Lambert, p. 520. 

4. Procedural default of habeas claim—Attorney abandonment.—Ma­
ples’ attorneys’ abandonment was “cause” sufficient to excuse his failure 
to file a timely notice of appeal in state court for purposes of federal ha­
beas review. Maples v. Thomas, p. 266. 

5. State-court adjudication on merits—“Clearly established federal 
law.”—For purposes of determining whether 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1) per­
mits federal habeas relief on a claim “adjudicated on the merits in State 
court,” “clearly established Federal law” is law at time of state-court adju­
dication on merits; here, relevant federal law was not established at time 
of state-court adjudication. Greene v. Fisher, p. 34. 

6. Substitution of appointed counsel in capital cases—“Interests of 
justice” standard.—When evaluating substitution of appointed counsel 
motions in capital cases under 18 U. S. C. § 3599, courts should employ 
same “interests of justice” standard that applies in noncapital cases under 
§ 3006A; District Court did not abuse its discretion in denying Clair’s sec­
ond request for new counsel under that standard. Martel v. Clair, p. 648. 

HOME SEARCHES. See Civil Rights Act of 1871; Constitutional 

Law, VIII, 2. 

IDENTIFICATION EVIDENCE. See Constitutional Law, IV, 1. 
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IMMIGRATION LAW. 

1. Board of Immigration Appeals—Deportation relief—Administra­
tive Procedure Act.—Board of Immigration Appeals’ policy for deciding 
when resident aliens may apply to Attorney General for relief from depor­
tation using a now-repealed immigration law provision is “arbitrary and 
capricious” under APA. Judulang v. Holder, p. 42. 

2. Deportation—Aggravated felony—Tax fraud.—A tax fraud convic­
tion under either 26 U. S. C. § 7206(1) or § 7206(2) that involves Govern­
ment revenue loss exceeding $10,000 is a deportable aggravated felony 
under 8 U. S. C. § 1101(a)(43)(M)(i). Kawashima v. Holder, p. 478. 

INEFFECTIVE ASSISTANCE OF COUNSEL. See Habeas Corpus, 4. 

JOB-RELATED INJURIES. See Longshore and Harbor Workers’ 

Compensation Act. 

JUDICIAL PRECLEARANCE. See Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

LOCOMOTIVE INSPECTION ACT. 

State-law defective design and failure to warn claims—Asbestos­
containing locomotive parts—Federal pre-emption.—Petitioners’ state-
law claims of defective design and failure to warn of asbestos-containing 
locomotive parts fall within the field of locomotive equipment regulation 
pre-empted by Act, 49 U. S. C. § 20701 et seq., as that field was defined in 
Napier v. Atlantic Coast Line R. Co., 272 U. S. 605. Kurns v. Railroad 
Friction Products Corp., p. 625. 

LONGSHORE AND HARBOR WORKERS’ COMPENSATION ACT. 

Employee’s coverage—Substantial nexus test.—Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act extends Longshore and Harbor Workers’ Compensation 
Act coverage to an employee who can establish a substantial nexus be­
tween his injury and his employer’s extractive operations on Outer Conti­
nental Shelf. Pacific Operators Offshore, LLP v. Valladolid, p. 207. 

MARITIME EMPLOYMENT. See Longshore and Harbor Workers’ 

Compensation Act. 

MATERIALITY. See Constitutional Law, IV, 2. 

MEDICAID. See Constitutional Law, IX. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT OF PRISONERS. See Constitutional 

Law, III. 

MIRANDA WARNINGS. See Constitutional Law, VII. 

MONTANA. See Riparian Rights. 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF LANDS ACT. See Longshore and 

Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act. 
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1286 INDEX 

PRE-EMPTION OF STATE LAW. See Constitutional Law, IX; Fed­

eral Arbitration Act, 3; Federal Meat Inspection Act; Locomo­

tive Inspection Act. 

PRISONERS. See Constitutional Law, III; VII, 2. 

PROCEDURAL DEFAULT. See Habeas Corpus, 4. 

QUALIFIED IMMUNITY. See Civil Rights Act of 1871; Constitu­

tional Law, VIII, 2. 

RAILROADS. See Locomotive Inspection Act. 

REDISTRICTING. See Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

REGISTRATION OF SEX OFFENDERS. See Sex Offender Regis­

tration and Notification Act. 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. See Constitutional Law, VI. 

RESIDENT ALIENS. See Immigration Law, 1. 

RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT. See Constitutional Law, VII. 

RIPARIAN RIGHTS. 

Disputed title to riverbed lands—Rules of navigability—Equal­
footing doctrine.—Montana Supreme Court’s ruling that Montana owns 
and may charge for use of certain riverbeds on Missouri, Madison, and 
Clark Fork Rivers was based on an infirm legal understanding of this 
Court’s rules of navigability for title under equal-footing doctrine. PPL 
Montana, LLC v. Montana, p. 576. 

SEARCHES AND SEIZURES. See Civil Rights Act Of 1871. 

SECTION 1983. See Civil Rights Act Of 1871. 

SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION AND NOTIFICATION ACT. 

Pre-Act offenders—Registration requirement.—Act—which requires 
convicted sex offenders to provide and keep current personal information 
for state and federal sex offender registries—does not require offenders 
convicted prior to Act’s effective date to register before Attorney General 
validly specifies that Act’s registration provisions apply to them. Reyn­
olds v. United States, p. 432. 

STATE-COURT JURISDICTION. See Telephone Consumer Protec­

tion Act of 1991. 

STATUTES OF LIMITATIONS. See Habeas Corpus, 2. 

SUGGESTIVE IDENTIFICATION EVIDENCE. See Constitutional 

Law, IV, 1. 
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TAX FRAUD. See Immigration Law, 2. 

TELEPHONE CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT OF 1991. 

Private suits—United States district courts—General federal-question 
jurisdiction.—Act—which provides that private parties may file suit “in 
an appropriate court of [a] State,” “if [such an action is] otherwise permit­
ted by the laws or rules of court of [that] State,” 47 U. S. C. §§ 227(b)(3), 
(c)(5)—does not deprive United States district courts of their general 
federal-question jurisdiction over private TCPA suits. Mims v. Arrow 
Financial Services, LLC, p. 368. 

TEXAS. See Voting Rights Act of 1965. 

URUGUAY ROUND AGREEMENTS ACT. See Constitutional Law, 

II; V. 

VEHICLE SEARCHES. See Constitutional Law, VIII, 1. 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1965. 

Section 5—District Court’s interim maps for 2012 Texas elections.—In 
drawing interim maps for 2012 Texas elections, Federal District Court 
had benefit of Texas Legislature’s recently enacted electoral map plans 
and had neither need nor license to cast aside policy judgments therein; 
because it is unclear whether court followed appropriate standards in 
drawing its interim maps, orders implementing those maps are vacated. 
Perry v. Perez, p. 388. 

WEST VIRGINIA. See Federal Arbitration Act, 3. 

WITHHOLDING OF EVIDENCE. See Habeas Corpus, 3. 

WITNESSES. See Constitutional Law, I; IV; Habeas Corpus, 1. 

WORDS AND PHRASES. 

“Clearly established Federal law.” Antiterrorism and Effective Death 
Penalty Act of 1996, 28 U. S. C. § 2254(d)(1). Greene v. Fisher, p. 34. 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION. See Longshore and Harbor Work­

ers’ Compensation Act. 
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